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This  Volume  embraces  the  Minutes  of  the  following  Sessions 
OF  THE  General  Synod,  viz.  : 

AUGUST, 1849. 

JUNE, 1850. 

JUNE, 1851- 

JUNE, 1852. 

JUNE, 1853. 

JUNE, 1854. 

JUNE, 1855. 


INDEX. 

A. 

Abeel,  Rev.  Dr.  Gustavus,  preaches  a  sermon  before  Synod,        -  -  291 

Absence,  Committee  on  Leave  of,      -  -  -  -  -  -       200 

Accounts,  reports  of  Committees  on,       -  -  108,  201,  288,  383,  49G,  G21 

Academy  in  Holland — see  IloUund. 

"         of  Fine  Arts,  invitation  to  visit  it,  -  -  -  -       381 

Adamson,  Rev.   Dr.  J.  C,  heard  before  Synod,  in  relation  to  Church  in 

Southern  Africa,  .  -  -  -  620 

"  "  "        requested  to  deliver  a  Lecture  before  Synod,  620 

"  "  "         thanks  of  Synod  returned  to,     -  -  -       620 

Africa,  Southern,  letter  from  Ref  Dutch  Church  of— see  Southern  Africa. 
Albany,  Particular  Synod  of — see  P. 

"       Classis  otj  publish  a  pamphlet  on  the  support  of  the  ministry,  which 

is  approved,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  492 

"       City  of,  proposition  to  establish  branch  Agencies  for  the  Boards  in,        603 

"  "  "  "  declared  to  be  impracticable,  -       603 

American  Bible  Society,  Commissioners  on  its  claims  heard,       -  200,  286,  382 

"       resolutions  in  fovor  of,        -  -  -    200,  287,  382 

"        Tract  Society,  Agent  of,  heard  before  Synod,  -  -     lOT,  383 

"  "  "      resolutions  in  relation  to,  -  -  -  -       383 

"        Seaman's  Friend  Society,  copies  of  annual  report  of,  received,  200 

"  "  "  "         resolution  in  favor  of  -  -  200 

"        Colonization  Society,  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney  heard  in  behalf  of,    101,  200,  287 
"  "  "         resolutions  in  flivor  of,  107,  201,  287,  383,  621 . 

"  "  "        Synod  express  their  gratification  at  their 

•  prospects,  ....       107 

"  "  "        collection   in   behalf  of,  recommended,   107,   201, 

287,  621 
'•        B.  C.  F.  M.,  communication  from  Secretary  of,  in  relation  to  the 

Borneo  and  Amoy  ilissions,       -  192 

"  "  "  action  of  Synod  upon,  -  -       194 

"  "  confidence  in,  expressed  by  Synod,         -  -     195, 496 

"^  "  connection  with,  declared  to  be  just  and  useful,  195 

"  "  Synod  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  they  have 

conducted  their  missionary  operations,      -  -       195 

"  '•  reports  of,  and  sermons  preached  before,  received,  2S6,  G20 

"  "  the  Secretary  heard  in  relation  to  their  claims,  287,  495,  620 

"        Sunday-School  Union,  copies  of  reports  of,  received,  -  -     200,286 

"  "  '•  "       resolutions  in  favor  of,        -  -  -       200 

"  '■  "  "      instruction   to   Board  of  Sabbath-School 

Union,  in  relation  to,  -  -  365 


iy  INDEX. 

American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  Synod  addressed  in  behalf  of,  2 8 6,  3 8 2, 

»       resolutions  in  favor  of,  286,  382,  495'  G20 

Amoy  Mission,  state  and  prospects  of,  -    _        '.      ,  ^^^'  '^'^'^'  ^^^'  *'^^'  J?-? 

"       letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Talmage,  m  relation  to,  -  -       ^' < 

"      Particular  Synod  to  organize  a  Classis  in,  as  soon  as  practicable,       279,  .HU 
"      labors  and  success  of  missionaries  at,        -  -  "  '  ' 

Appeal  of  Classis  of  New-York  in  the  case  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Van  Dalsen,  notice 

of,  received,  -  -  "  i\p  Ji? 

u  "  "         tried  and  sustained,  -  *  '     ■^'   '    ,, 

a  <t  "        ayes  and  nays,  on  the  decision,  -  -      ^Yl 

"      of  Rev.  J.  S.  Ebaugh,  notice  of,  received,  "  '  "  962 

"  "  found  in  order,  -  -  "  om  ork 

«  'I  tried,  and  decision  thereon,  -  -     -t)*,  ^^J> 

a  "  ayesandnayson  the  decision  of,  -  -       -^^ 

"  "  (second,)  noticed,   -  -  -  '  ^ 

„  «  "        leave  granted  him  to  withdraw  it,  355 

(third,)  noticed,  -  -  "  'rll^ 

.,  «  "       tried,  and  decision  upon,      -  -     ^o^,  ^ot 

"      of  Classis  of  New-York  in  the  case  of  Alfred  Carhart,  ".  .         '       "H 

01  ^labbibui  i.>icvy^^  ^^  ^,   tried,  and  decision  upon,  356 

-  574 

"      of  Maria  Stebbins,  -  -  "  '  "  "      _      ^^^ 

"  "  action  upon,  -  -  "  '  "473 

■  Arcot,  statement  in  relation  to  missions  at,  -  -  "  "  ^^, 

"      formation  of  the  Classis  of,  noticed,    -  -  -  -  ' 

»      Classis  of,  authorized  to  represent  themselves  in  Synod  by  letter,  w^ 
Aves  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  appointing  a  Committee  to 
^                           confer  with  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,              -  » 

"      on  the  decision  of  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  New-York 

in  the  case  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Van  Dalsen,     -  -  -  -i ' ' 

"       on  the  decision  of  the  appeal  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Ebaugh,       -  fo 

"      on  the  appomtment  of  a  Committee  to  revise  the  Liturgy,  ^0  < 

B. 

-    Baptism,  form  of,  references  in  relation  to  the  supposed  teaching  of  baptismal  ^ 

^  regeneration  in,      -  -  ^^"^  "'^ 

•     i;  u  "  "    action  upon,  -  -  -  ^^^ 

»  u  "  "    report  of  Committee  upon,      -  -       57  J 

Beneficiaries,  suitable  PerBons  to  be  received   as  such,  recommended  to 

Synod,  20,  68,  130,  514,  515,  510,  394,  39G,  2J8,  i&i,  y^o,  ^^^^ 

number  of,  sustained  by  the  Board  of  Education  -  JO,  267,  582 
u  "  »        by  A^an  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,      92,  lyi 

qualifications  of  those  to  be  received  by  the  Board  of  Education,  181 
"  the  unmarried  to  have  preference,         -  -  "  , 

"  when  the  Board  may  withdraw  support  from,         -  -  ^^^ 

"  who  of  them  to  make  repayment,  -  -  "  '  , 

«'      ■      to  be  visited  by  a  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Education,     -  i « i 

to  be  examined  by  Superintendents  before  being  received,        -       i»;j 

Professors  requested  to  act  as  guardians  over  them  - 

on  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  when  recommendations  ot,  to      ^^^ 

recommended  by  the  Classes  directed  to  meet  the  Board  of      ^^^ 

Superintendents,  -  ■  '  ".    .  oqk 

communication  from,  asking  an  increase  of  appropriation,         -      ^95 

"  "         "       "    "^^^""^  ^p°"'      '        '       Ir^i  TrI 

an  additional  appropriation  to  be  made  ^  the™      -  -    457, 

a  certain  amount  of  missionary  service  to  be  accepted  as  an 
equivalent  for  aid  afibrded  to  them,  -  -  -  " 


INDEX.  V 

Beneficiaries,  on  the  Yau  Benschoten  Fund,  communication  from  Trustees  of 

Rutgers  College,  in  relation  to,    464 
I!  "  «'  "         action  upon,  -  -     469, 470 

(1  "  "  "        attention  of  Synod  called  to  a 

supposed  conflict  in  relation  to 
the  recommendation  of,  -       514 

"  dispensation  in  favor  of  those  from  the  Classis  of  Holland,  582 

"  churches  requested  to  make  all  their  contributions  to  them 

through  the  Board,  ...  -  -  582 

"  difficulties  under  which  they  labor,        -  -  -  584,  587 

"  their  difficulties  relieved  by  private  benefactions,     -  -  587 

"  Committee  of  Superintendents  authorized  to  recommend  them,       592 

"  certain,  from  the  Classis  of  Holland,  recommended,  -  59G 

"  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  requested  to  place  all  on  equal  foot- 

ing with  those  aided  by  the  tuition  scholarships  hi  tlie  College,   469 
"  recommended  by  Synod,  -  -  -  ^  ■  -      471 

Beneficiary  operations  of  the  Church— see  Educational  operations. 
Beneficence,  spirit  of,  in  the  Cliurch,       -  -  -  -  -     540,  601 

''  "    larger  measure  of  it  needed,         .  .  -  -       601 

Benevolent  operations,  amount  of  contributions  in  aid  of,  -        321,  322,  540 

i;  *:  "  "  column  in  statistical  tables, 

in  relation  to,        -  -       229 

Benjamui,  Mr.,  of  the  mission  at  Constantinople,  his  death  noticed,  -  604 

Bennett,  Rev.  W.,  delegate  from  German  Ref  Church,  letter  from,  received,       227 
Berg.  Rev.  Dr.  J.  F.,  his  Protestant  Review  commended  to  the  churches,        -      286 
< "'  "  ^preaches  a  sermon  before  Synod,    -  -  -  387 

"  "  preaches  a  sermon  in  behalf  of  Foreign  Missions,  -      472 

Bergen  Turnpike  Company,  shares  of,  reduced,    -  -  -  -  299 

"        Classis  of,  propose  a  modification  of  the  statistical  tables,      -  -      354 

«  "  "  "  action  upon,     -  -  -  323 

«  "  paper  from  them,  in  relation  to  disabled  ministers,  -      493 

Bible,  churches  recommended  to  use  efforts  to  have  it  read  in  the  public  schools,  360 

Bibhcal  Literature,  Professor  of,  resignation  of  Dr.  McClelland,  as  such,      187-188 

"  "  "  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell  appointed,  -  -  188 

«i  "  "  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer,  for  a 

certain  sum  to  purchase  text  books,    190 

It  «'  "  appropriation  of,  reported,     -  -       365 

"  "  "  action  upon,         .  .  -  368 

Bill  for  printing  circulars  convening  Synod,  to  be  paid,         ...  9 

"    Doorkeepers — see  D. 

"    for  printing  to  be  paid,         -  -  -  -  201,288,384,621 

"    of  Erastus  H.  Pease  &  Co.,  presented,  -  -  -  -  -      287 

«'  "  ordered  to  be  paid,        -  -  -  288 

"    of  John  A.  Gray  to  be  paid,       -  -  -  -  -  -      621 

Bishop,  Rev.  Alexander  H.,  his  death  noticed,    -  -  -  -  419 

Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation— see  Direction,  Board  of. 
'•        Education — see  Education,  Board  of. 
"        Foreign  Missions — see  Foreign  Missions. 
"        Domestic  Missions— see  Missions,  Domestic,  Board  of. 
"        Sabbath-School  Union— see  Sahbath- School  Union. 
"         Superintendents  of  Theological  Seminary — see  Superintendents. 
"        Trustees  of  Rutgers  College- see  Trusiee^s  of  Rutgers  College. 
"         Publication — see  Publication,  Board  of. 
Boards,  the  several,  directed  to  present  printed  annual  reports,        -  -      493 

<i  li  'I  "  "  "        resolution  rescinded,  010 

"  •'  directed  to  hold  their  meetings  on  certain  convenient  days,  618 

Boarding  in  New-Brunswick,  price  of^  compared  with  that  in  other  places,         585 
"  "  has  prevented  students  from  coming  to  the  Semmary,  587 

Boehrer,  John,  a  dispensation  in  his  favor,  desired,  -  -  ■  515 

'•  "  "  "  granted.       .  -  -  -       596 

Bogardus,  Rev.  Cornelius,  notice  of  his  death,     .  -  -  -  419 


yi  INDEX. 

Bogert,  James,  Jr.,  endows  a  scholarship,     -            -            '        ...'      j,  ^^' I? 

»            .!             to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  feynod,  71 

Boice,  Rev.  I.  C.  preaches  a  sermon  on  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  -       276 

Borneo  Mission,  state  of;  withdrawal  of  missionaries  from,           -            -  ^^^^ 

"             "         its  resuscitation  anticipated,             -             -             -  -,  q^ 

<i            "                    "              resolved  upon,               -            -            -  1^^ 

"            "        question  in  relation  to  the  abandoning  of  it  considered,  103-194 

Boyce,  Rev.  "William,  notice  of  his  death,  -  -  "  '  ^^^ 

Brodhead,  J.  Romeyn,  Esq.,  presents  to  Synod  a  copy  of  his  History  of  ^  ew-       ^ 

York, "'J 

"        Rev.  Dr.  Jacob,  notice  of  his  death,    -  -  -  -  ^il 

"  "  his  death  announced  to  Synod,  -    _        -       61 ' 

a  "  Committee  to  prepare  a  muiute  in  relation  to,      617 

«  "  resolutions  in  relation  to,  -  -  617 

«  "  delegation  to  attend  his  funeral,  -  -       618 

u  "  "         expenses  of,  to  be  paid,      -  -    _        619 

Broome-Street  Church,  application  from,  in  relation  to  the  tenure  of  their 

property,  -  -  "       398 

11  1'  "  "       action  in  relation  to,    -  -     467,  468 

Brunswick,  111.,  communication  from  R.  D.  Church  in,  in  relation  to  their        ^ 

property,  -  -  -  -         _0 

(1  11  "  report  of  Committee  upon,  -  -         20-21 

"  "     difficulties  in  the  Church  of,  and  action  of  Synod  in  relation  to,     38 

"  "     action  of  Synod  of  1850,  in  relation  to,  confirmed,    -  -       144 

"  "     agents  appointed  to  take  possession  of  the  property  of,       214,  274 

"  "    proposition  for  the  purchase  of  the  church  property  at,         517,595 

Buffalo,  communication  in  relation  to  establishing  a  church  there,  ;  ,  21 

a     '  11  "  referred  to  the  Board  of  Missions,  98 

Butler,  Rev.  Thornton,  recognized  as  a  Commissioner  from  the  Korth-Caro-  ^^ 

lina  Classis,  -  -  -  "  -  ool 

11  11  •  presents  the  application  of  bis  Classis  to  be  received 

by  Synod.        '  '  '  '  '  ^1} 

■withdraws  the  application,    -  -  -  ;  ^^l 

resolution  of  Synod  in  relation  to  him  and  his  Classis,  531 

requested  to  reconsider  the  withdrawal  of  his  papers,  532 

consents  to  leave  his  papers  with  the  Synod,        -  532 

c. 

Campbell,  Rev.  A.  D.,  corresponding  delegate  from  General  Assembly  of 
Presbyterian  Church,    ------ 

"         William  H.,  D.D.,  appomted  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature, 

an  instrument  certifying  his  appointment,  given  to  him,  189 
salary  of,              -             -             -             -             -     189-191 

arrangements  for  his  inauguration,   -             -             -  189 

Committee  to  inform  him  of  his  election,              -  189 

"                      "                "                report  of,  189 

declares  his  acceptance  of  the  office,             -            -  1^9 

Committee  to  aid  him  in  his  removal  to  X.  Brunswick,  189 

communication  from,  in  relation  to  the  expenditure 

of  moneys  granted  to  the  ProC  of  Bib.  Lit.  for  the 

purchase  of  books,  &c.,            -            -            -  265 

"                     "                 "        action  upon,          -             -             -             "  368 

"  Catalina  Ten  Eyck "  scholarship  endowed,       -            -            -            -     _  397 

Cayu"a  Classis,  certain  members  o^  recommend  A.  K.  Kasser  for  a  dispensation,  130 

<;°        ti                  .1                             "                   "        action  of  Synod  upon,  191 
Cannon  Rev.  Professor,  communication  from,  in  relation  to  his  health  and 

'                                                                                        professorship,  270 
«                II                    »                         <'             action  of  Synod  upon,  271 


143 

188 


Cannon,  Eev.  Professor,  sympathy  of  Synod  with  him,  and  testimony  to  his 

faithfulness,         -  -  -  -  -       271 

declared  to  be  Professor  emeritus,  and  salary  continued,  272 
Committee  to  convey  to  him  the  action  of  Synod  in 

his  case,  ...  -  -  273 

his  death  noticed,    -  -  -  -  325,  370 

a  suitable  monument  directed  to  be  placed  over  his 

grave,         -      370 

"  "  inscription  upon,  501 

"  "  expense  of,  307 

the  importance  of  securing  his  Lectures  on  Pastoral 

Theology,  to  be  published  by  the  Board  of  Pubhcation,  613 

Carhart,  Mr.  Alfred,  petition  and  complaint  from,  received,  -  -  213 

"  •'  "  "  action  upon,         -  -       262 

"  "  appeal  of  Classis  of  New-Tork  in  his  case,  -  355 

<«  "  "  "  "  tried,  and  decision  upon,    356 

Catechetical  instruction,  reference  in  relation  to,  from  the  Classis  of  New-York,  364 

'•  "         pastors  and  consistories  enjoined,  in  relation  to,  364 

"  "         resolutions  in  relation  to,  presented,  -  -      417 

"  •'  "  "  action  upon,    -  -  420 

Chapel  for  Rutgers  College,  offer  of  certaui  individuals  to  build  one,  4G4,  470 

"  *'  "  "  "  "        action  upon,  470 

Charter  of  Queen's  (Rutgers)  College,  -  -  -  -  -       111 

"  "  "  "        Act  relative  to,      -  -  -  118 

"  "  "  "  "  supplement  to,  -      119 

China  Mission,  the  state  of,  -  -  -  -  -  41,  93,  94 

Chittenden,  Rev.  A.  B.,  notice  of  his  death,        .  -  -  .  325 

Christian  Intelligencer,  resolutions  of  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  in  relation  to,  263 

"  "  referred  to  Committee,   263 

"  '•  report  of  Committee  upon,     284 

communication  from  the  proprietor  of,  received  -       213 

proprietor  of;  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Church,  285 

committee  appointed  to  superintend  it,      -  -  285 

"  names  of  this  committee  to  be  published,  285 

patronage  of  Synod  promised  to, 

action  of  committee  in  relation  to,  approved, 

general  spirit  of,  as  at  present  conducted,  approved. 

Church  Building  Fund,  plan  of,  ..... 

"  "  "      report  of  Committee  upon,    - 

Church,  measures  in  relation  to  altering  the  style  and  title  of — see  Dutch. 
Churches,  regulation  in  relation  to  transferring  them,  proposed, 

"  "  "  declined  by  the  General  Assembl_v, 

"        state  of  religion  in — see  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion. 
"        deficiency  in  their  statistical  tables, 

"        directed  to  make  their  reports  more  full,         -  -  149, 

•'  aided  by  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  should  contribute  to 
their  funds,  .-..--- 
"  recommended  to  contribute  to  the  increase  of  the  Widows'  Fund, 
■■  collection  to  be  taken  up  in,  for  contingent  expenses  of  Synod,  - 
•'  their  growing  interest  in  Sabbath-Schools  and  Domestic  Missions, 
"         summary  of  statistics  of,  - 

"        Journal  of  Missions  and  Day  Spring  recommended  to  them 
"        the  want  of  sufficient  missionary  spirit  in,  lamented, 
"        amount  of  their  contributions  to  benevolent  operations, 
■'        number  of  members  received  into, 


>85 
382 
382 
476 

-  607 

39 
-  143 

-  148 
232,  539 

197 

199 

200 

230 

231,  323 

279,  607 

373,  606 

417 

-  418 


requested  to  take  up  a  collection  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  493 
whole  number  received  to  the  commiujion  of,  -  -  539 

number  of,  vacant,  ....--      541 

'•        which  have  contributed  to  the  Board  of  Education,  581 

requested  to  make  their  contributions  to  beneficiaries  through 

the  Board  of  Education,      -----  582 


Viii  INDEX. 

Ohurclies,  increase  in' the  number  of,  -  -  "  ' 

'<      '  the  number  of,  who  have  neglected  to  take  collections  for  Domes-      ^^^^ 

»        urged  to'iicrease  their  contributions  in  behalf  of  Foreign  Missions    607 

"        recommended  to  observe  the  day  of  prayer  for  Colleges,       -      620,  377 

Classes  recommended  to  cooperate  in  a  plan  to  liquidate  the  debt  of  Synod,         91 

Classes  recomme      ^^  ^^^^^  ^^easures  to  meet  their  indebtedness  for  mumtes        92 

"        amount  of  the  debt  of  Synod  assessed  on  them  respectively       _      105-10(> 

Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  to  send  them  circulars  in  relation  to  their  as-       ^^^ 

u        ainomiT  o?tl\e  assessments,  to  pay  the  debt'of  Synod,  paid  by  them,      190 
"        to  endeavor  to  prevail  on  men  in  their  bounds  to  engage  m  Domes-      ^^^ 

tic  Missions,    -  -  '  ,^      ■,      \  „       '  90,9 

"        to  insist  on  full  statistical  reports  from  the  churches,  -  -       ^•^- 

the  subject  of  parochial  schools  referred  to  them,            -            -  ^^^ 

a                  ;i                "              "      their  reports  upon,  received,              -  ^ao 

»        urged  to  use  endeavors  to  raise  funds  to  pay  salaries  of  professors,  275 

"        refommended  to  appoint  agents  in  behalf  of  Widows'  F-^f.      ;  28. 
"        the  subject  of  omitting  the  word  Dutch  from  the  style  of  the  Church, 

•^                                                 referred  to  them,        -            -  ^o^ 

,    ,(                  li                11             "            "          reports  upon,         -            -  396 

1    ij  ii  u  "  "  "    report  of  Committee  on,  494 

"        extracts  from  the  minutes  of  certain,  in  relation  to  parochial  schools,  396 

"        directed  to  take  measures  for  the  adequate  support  of  the  mmistry,  492 

"        certain  sums  requested  to  be  raised  by  them  to  pay  the  expenses  of 

delegates  from  the  Western  Classes,   -        ,'   ^       '  ,     a  \a.  Tik 

»        reports  from,  in  relation  to  the  constitution  of  the  Par  icular  Synods,  515 

»        requested  to  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  on  Domes  ic  Missions,  6O0 

"          to  talie  measures  in  relation  to  the  Widows' Fund,     -  610 

"        directed  to  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  on  Colportage,     -            -  bio 

Collections  to  be  taken  up  in  the  churches  for  the  several  Boards    -            -  106 

^      u                «                resolution  in  relation  to,  to  be  printed,  &e.,      -  106 

a                "                in  behalf  of  Colonization  Society,              -            -  107 

a                '■■                for  the  contingent  expenses  of  Synod,              -  -00 

"        monthly,  recommended,      -  -  -  "  '         ^1^  „^„ 

Colleges,  day  ofprayer  for,  to  be  observed,          -            -            -            "     ^  '  397 

S!K:"S\T™:f:re'»r.nTd\;  tue  B»ra  of  PubUca«„n.  ap. 

■  proved,       -  -  "  '  ^'■■^ 

„  H  commended  to  the  liberality  of  the  churches,  61. 

Comincro  Rev.  Henry  G.,  delegate  from  the  General  Assembly,       -  -       529 

Commfttee  to  confer  with  Trustees  of  Rutgers  CoUege  in  relation  to  funds 
in  their  hands  claimed  by  Synod,  -  -  - 

to  act  with  Trustees  in  reference  to  investments  of  the  Y.  B.  h  una,       ( 
to  confer  with  Trustees  in  reference  to  the  relations  subsistmg 

between  them  and  the  Synod,  -     ^_    "    ^,      ■  '.,    ,,'       <,„ 

on  the  communications  of  Trustees  of  R.  D.  Ch  of  Brunswick,  111.,      20 


on  a  communication  in  relation  to  the  order  of  Deaconesses,        -        -1 
in  relation  to  the  reception  of  the  Classis  of  Holland,  -  t^^ 

to  obtain  original  tracts  on  the  subject  of  increasing  the  number 


of  ministers,  -  -  '  "      ,     ^'       .    ,  ^  -.r., 

on  statements  in  relation  to  establishing  a  church  at  ^  aterloo,  104 

to  assess  the  debt  of  the  Synod  on  the  Classes    -  -  •  ivo 

to  make  arrangements  for  holding  a  meeting  for  prayer  and  con-  ^^^ 

ference,     -  -  "  "     _  234,  381,  493,  619 

of  canvass,  -  -  ,      .  I,    c    e-o-u  t;1  i«o 

to  inform  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell  of  his  election  as  Prof  of  Bib.  Lit.,  189 
to  inquire  into  the  practicabiUty  of  publishing  a  monthly  sheet 

on  the  subject  of  missionary  intelligence,         -  -  -  l»^^ 

on  leave  of  absence,  ---"""  n„^ 
on  the  subject  of  a  religious  newspaper. 
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CoTaxaiiieo  0^  sM^enntendencQ  oxer  tho  Christian  Iniclligejicer,    -  -  2S5 

"  on  the  best  mode  of  establishing  parochial  schools,  -  -       2G9 

"  to  aid  professors  elect  in  their  removal  to  New-Brunswick,        189,  273 

"  to  convoy  to  Dr.  Cannon  the  action  of  Synod  in  his  case,       -  2'?3 

"  on  the  subject  of  an  adequate  support  of  the  ministry,     -  -       275 

"  to  make  arrangements  for  religious  exercises,      39,  14G,  228,  320,  41G, 

380,  537 
"         on  reference,  in  relation  to  Hymn  Book,        -  -  -  354 

"  on  the  revision  of  the  Liturgy,     -----       358 

"         to  have  a  suitable  monument  erected  over  the  grave  of  Profes- 
sor Cannon,  :         -  -  -  -  ■  "  ^ '  *^ 

"         in  relation  to  the  churches  in  which  the  missionary  sermons  shall 

be  preached    -------       370 

"  to  raise  funds  to  endow  a  professorship  in  the  TValdensian  College,   373 

"  to  draft  a  minute  an  relation  to  the  ^gift  of  a  copy  of  History  of  ' 

New-York, 377 

"  to  prepare  a  German  Hymn  Book,  -  -  -  -     381 

"  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  establishing  a  Board  of  Pub- 

lication,    -------  382 

"  in  relation  to  the  American  Tract  Society,  -  -  -      383 

"         to  answer  the  letter  from  the  Synod  of  the  E.  D.  Church  of 

South-Africa,         -  -  -  -  -  -     416,  537 

'•         to  consider  the  expediency  of  enlarging  the  sphere  of  corre- 
spondence,     -  -  -  -  -  ■  -       41G 

"  on  the  subject  of  establishing  a  Sustontation  Fund,    -  -  448 

'=  in  relation  to  establishing  a  fund  to  pay  delegates,  -  -       449 

"  for  carrying  out  the  plan  for  a  Church  Building  Fund,  -  477 

"  on  certain  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  New-Brunswick  Eevieiu,         480 

"  to  visit  the  public  schools  of  Hudson,      .  -  -  -       491 

"  of  Board  of  Superintendents  in  relation  to  a  Theological  Hal],  513 

"         to  draft  a  minute  in  relation  to  the  North-Carolina  Classis,     -  531 

"  to  open  correspondence  with  certain  foreign  churches,     -  -       537 

"  to  make  arrangements  for  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper,         537 

"  on  the  suppose'd  teaching  of  baptismal  regeneration  in  the  Form 

of  Baptism,  ------  574 

»  to  obtain  a  new  translation  of  the  Form  for  the  Lord's  Supper,  579 

"  to  procure  the  erection  of  a  Theological  Hall,      -  -  -      594 

"         to  prepare  a  minute  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Brodhead,  617 

"  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Dr.  Brodhead,  -  -  -  618 

"  to  make  arrangements  to  supply  certain  pulpits,  -  -       618 

Committees,  Standing,  appointed,     -  -  -       17,  127,  209,  295,  391,  510 

(I  "  increased,  .  -  -  -  -     495,  510 

c  "         vacancies  in,  filled,  -  -  -  -  -     _  295 

»  in  relation  to  religious  exercises  during  sessions  of  Synod,  39,  146, ',228, 

320,  416 
"  to  be  called  "  Board  of  Publication,"  to  be  added,    -  -  495 

Consistories  directed  to  make  their  annual  reports  more  complete,       149,  232,  539 
"  to  give  a  report  of  sums  contributed  for  benevolent  purposes,  149 

"  urged  to  raise  funds  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  professors,  275 

"  certain  resolutions  offered  as  to  their  action  in  reference  to 

members  removed  out  of  their  bounds,  -  -  -       351 

"  enjoined  in  relation  to  catechetical  instruction,         -  -  364 

"  recommended  to  aid  in  efforts  for  the  endowment  of  Rutgers 

College, 466 

"  to  call  a  meeting  of  their  congregations  to  consider  the  question 

relating  to  the  support  of  their  pastors,  -  493 

"  »  copy  of  a  letter  to  be  addressed  to  them  on  this  subject,  494 

"  to  urge  upon  the  youth  the  claims  of  foreign  missions,  -       607 

Constitution,  Classis  of  New-York  request  an  interpretation  of  a  certain  rule  in,    354 

i(  i(  14  11  "  action  upon,  354 
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Constitution,  supposed  collision  of  certain  articles  in  relation  to  reception  of 

ministers,  396,  573 
"  "  "  "  "      action  upon,  575 

"  an  amendment  to  proposed,  ...  -  576 

"  plates  of  the  Book  of,  to  be  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Board 

of  Publication,  -  -  -  -  -  -       614 

Contributions,  amount  of,  by  the  churches,  -  -  -  321,  322,  540 

Correspondence,  reports  of  Committees  on,  -      37,  143,  227,  317,  414,  532 

"  a  certain  regulation  in  relation  to  transferring  churches,  proposed,   39 

"  «'  "  declined  by  the  General  Assembly,  143 

' '  with  German  Keformed  Church,  number  of  delegates  to,  reduced,  227 

"  <'  "  "  "  suspended,  and  why,  319 

"  alleged  breach  of  the  Articles  of,  by  the  North  River  Pres- 

bytery, -  -      414, 415 

"  "  "  "    subject  referred  to  the  Assembly,  415 

II  'I  I'  "     action  of  the  Assembly  upon,  533 

11  'I  "  "    resolutions  of  Synod  thereon,  535 

"  Committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  extending  it,  -       416 

"  II  "  "        report  of,     -  -  530 

II  II  II  "  "        report  upon,         536 

"  with  the  General  Assembly  of  Presbyt.  Church,  an  alleged 

violation  of  the  articles  of,  referred  to  Synod,  448 
"  "  "     action  upon,  -  -  -  415,  449 

I'  "  "     further  action  upon,  -  -  -     533,  535 

"  with  other  churches  in  this  country  deemed  inexpedient,  536 

"  with  the  E.  D.  Church  of  Southern  Africa,  resolved  upon,  536 

I'  II  'I  "  Committee  to  attend  to,  537 

"  with  the  Synod  of  the  "Waldenses  resolved  upon,  -  536 

II  II  •'  "  Committee  to  attend  to,  537 

Covenant  relations  between  the  Synod  and  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College, 

Committee  to  confer  in  reference  to,       8 
"  "  "  "      report  of,     -  -  -  -         77 

»|  II  "  "       history  of,  -  -  -         78-80 

II  II  II  "      view  of  the  Trustees  in  relation  to,    81-83 

II  'I  "  •'       existing  state  of^     -  -  81-83 

Cowan,  Moses,  Widow  of,  moneys  received  from  the  estate  of;    -  -  299 

Crosby,  Mr.  "W.  B.,  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Duection,  34,  142,  225,  314, 

^'  411,  529 

Cruger,  Mrs.,  her  offer  of  money  to  build  a  chapel  for  Rutgers  College,  470 

Cruikshank,  Rev.  William,  his  death  noticed,  -  -  -  -       419 

Carrie,  Rev.  R.  0.,  report  of,  as  minority  of  a  certain  Committee,  -  6 

"     '  "         preaches  a  sermon  before  Board  of  Superintendents,  211 

■  '  "         preaches  a  sermon  before  Synod,  ...  8 

"  "         tenders  his  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 

Superintendents,       1 S 
■I  I'  II  II  "  "       not  accepted,        -         18 

"  "  preaches  a  sermon  in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions,    -  93 

"  "         dechnes  the  appointment  of  Corresponding  Secretary  of 

the  Board  of  Missions,  -  -  -  -         99 

Cuyler  Scholarship,  notice  of  the  endowment  of,  -  -  -  184 

Ouyler,  Theodore,  Esq.,  endows  the  "  Cuyler"  Scholarship,  -  299,  SCO,  360 

•  II  •'  resolution  of  Board  of  Direction  in  relation  to,         -       300 

"  "  vests  the  right  of  nomination  to,  in  Dr.  DeWitt,  300 

"  "  notice  of  his  endowment  by  Sj'nod,        -  -  184 

D. 

Day  Sirring^  churches  recommended  to  favor  its  circulation,       -  -     279,  607 

Deaconesses,  order  of,  communication  in  relation  to,  and  action  upon,  -      21 

Debt  of  Synod,  and  means  to  liquidate  it,  -  -  -     22,91,105,130 
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Debt  of  Synod,  Board    of  Direction  cmpou'ercd    to  carry  out  a.  plan  to 

liquidate  it,  -  -  -  -  -  -         91 

"  comraittoe  to  assess  the  amount  on  the  Classes,  -  105 

"  '■  "         report  of,  and  assessments  stated,    -       105 

"  state  of,         -  -  -  -  -         130,  131,  189,  190 

Deed  for  College  grounds,  &c.,  given  by  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  state- 
ment in  relation  to,    -  -  -         85,  86 
_"              "            "                action  of  the  Board  of  Direction  in  relation  to,     132 
"              "            "                document  from  tlie  Trustees  to  perfect  it,      -       1S6 
"              •'            "                all  defects  in  the  same  remedied,  -  190 
Deerpark,  Chvirch  of^  request  to  be  united  to  the  Classis  of  Paramus,            -       130 
"            "                "                    "            their  request  granted,         -             175 
Delegates  to  Synod  of  German  Ref,  Church,  appointed,        -            -     39,  14G,  223 
"                     "        reports  of,               -     35,  141,  226,  315 
"                "                "                    "        number  of,  reduced,           -            227 
"         to  Gen.  Assembly  of  Presbyt.  Churcli,  appointed,    39,  146,  228,  320,  416 
"                             "                       '•                    reports  of,    36,  145,  227.  316, 413 
"        from  German  Reformed  Church,          ....             143 

"        from  General  Assembly  of  Presbyterian  Church,  -  -       143 

De  "^'itt,  Dr.  Thomas,  vested  with  the  right  of  nominating  to  the  Cuyler 

scholarship,        .  .  .  -  .  300 

"  "  money  received  tlirough  him,  as  a  fund  for  estabUsh- 

ing  parochial  schools,  ....       300 

"  "  communication  from,  in  relation  to  moneys  raised  for 

the  Waldenses,  -  -  -  -  537 

Dickhoart,  Mr,  Conrad,  dispensation  asked  in  his  behalf,      -  -  -       298 

"  "  "  granted,      ....  368 

Digest,  Annual,         -  -  -  -  -      33,  141,  224,  313,  410,  528 

"        of  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod,  measures  for  a  new  edition  of,  -      493 

"  "  "      Board   of   Publication  authorized   to 

issue  it,  ...  493 

Direction  of  the  Corporation,  reports  of;  received  and  referred,  21,  131.  213,  299, 

396,  616 
"  "        measures  taken  by  them  to  liquidate  the  debt,  22,  131 

"  "        their  action  in  relation  to  the  offer  of  certain 

lots  of  ground,  -  -  .  -         23 

"  "        members  of,  chosen,  -         34,  142,  225,  314,  411,  529 

"  "        their  action  in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  the 

Professoral  Fund  to  them,    -  -  -  74,  75 

■'  "        directed  to  collect  all  subscriptions  in  behalf  of 

the  Theological  Seminary,  -  -  89 

"  "        dhected  to  rectify  any  defect  which  may  exist 

in  the  deed  from  the  Trustees  for  the  College 
grounds,  &c.,  -  -  -  -         89 

'■  "        their  action  in  relation  to,    -  -  -  131 

"  "        directed  to  perfect  a  certain  legal  instrument 

given  to  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,      -        89 
"  ''        empow^ered  to  carry  out  a  plan  to  liquidate  the 

debt  of  Sj-nod,     -  -  -  -  91 

"  "        plan  to  meet  their  incidental  expenses,  -        91 

"  "        empowered  to  employ  an  agent  in  behalf  of  the 

"Widows'  Fund,  -  -  -  -       103 

"  "        amount  of  subscriptions  collected  by  them,  131 

"  "        obliged  to  reduce  their  rate  of  interest,  -       131 

"  "        their  action  in  relation  to  the  deed  for  the  Col- 

lege grounds,  &c.,      -  -  -  -       132 

■"  "        their  action  in  relation  to  the  salary  of  Profepsor 

McClelland,  -  -  -  -  132 

■"  "        appoint  an  agent  in  behalf  of  the   Widows' 

Fund,  ....  132.  214 
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Direction  of  the  Corporation  appoint  agents  to  take  possession  of  the  property 

of  the  Church  of  Brunswick,       -  -  -^i* 

u  »        receive  certain  moneys  from  the  estate  of  Moses 

Cowan,     -  -  ■      299 

,1  '  u  "  "        "    for  the  endowment  of  the 

Cuyler  scholarship,     -  299 

a  "  "  "        "    as  a  fund  in  behalf  of  pa- 

rochial schools,        -  300 

u  "        the  propriety  of  their  selling  certain  stock  to  be 

inquired  into,  -  -  *  -      37b 

u  «        explanation  in  relation  to  their  holding  certam 

stock       -  -  *  "  ' 

a  "        make  a 'contract  in  relation  to  the  Hymn  Book,      39T 

<i  »        to  furnish  the  Stated  Clerk  with  a  copy  of  the 

inscription  upon  the  tomb  of  Prof.  Cannon,  -      466 

u  •'        instructions  to,  in  relation  to  the  bequest  of  Dr. 

P.  Gannon,    -  -  -  *      .   ,  " 

u      ■  "        authorized  to  unite  with  the  Consistory  of  the 

church  in  Broome  street,  in  givuig  a  deed  for 

their  property  when  sold,  -      _      -  '^6° 

u  »•        authorized  to  execute  a  lease  for  a  site  of  a 

chapel  for  Rutgers  CoUege,   -  '     .    ■,' 

u  '-        their  measures  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the 

church  property  at  Brunswick,  111.,  -  517 

Dispensation  requested  in  behalf  of  John  Scudder,  -  -  -  *      iQfv 

^     II  "  "  "  granted,         -  •  ^^^ 

u  "  "  Adrian  K.  Kasser,  -  •  '       ^o? 

i:  u  u  u  "        granted,  -  Ul 

I.  •'  "  Mr.  Conrad  Dickheart,  -  -  -      298 

4:  K  11.  "  "         granted,        -  «'"" 

Mr.  T.  R.  G.  Peck,        -  -  *      392 

u  u  "        granted,  -    470,471 

Eev.  V.  Volff,  -  -  -  '      ^.11 

li  a  u  u  "        granted,    -  -  ■*»^ 

a                "                "          JohnBoehrer,  -             '            '            '  11^ 

i;                u                u              "            'i        granted,      -            -  ^^^ 

i:  "  "  W.  G.  Haselborth,         -  -  '11^ 

u                K                "              '■             "            granted,  -            -  59t>- 

W.  F.  Schwick,             -           -           '  H^ 

u                u                u              "            "        granted,      -        _    -  ^^i 

"                u               »          Mr.  H.  H.  Loring,           -            -  '          '  H^ 

it                K                «                 "            "      granted,     -            -  ^y* 

u                «                "          Mr.  S.  I.  Rogers,  and  granted,   -            -  59^ 

<:     \           "                "          Mr.  E.  P.  Pitcher,     -            '            '  lit 

c:                 u                 u                   "             "         granted,         -             -  o^^" 

Doorkeeper's  bills  ordered  to  be  paid,       -  -     9,108,201,288,384,496  621 

Doty,  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  thek  labors  at  Amoy,  "     ., ,    '    t,      ^  fi.^ 

Douglass,  George  and  William,  their  offer  of  money  to  build  a  chapel  tor  ^__^ 

Rutgers  College,   -            -            "„*,»'      ui  '            "  "i^? 

Dubois,  Rev.  A.,  elected  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly,      -  - 

Ducachet.  Rev.  Dr.,  invitation  from,  to  visit  the  monumental  statuary  m  his  ^^^ 

church,        -  *       ^    ,*•  '  '       qR2' 

"  "        thanks  of  Synod  returned  to  him,  -  -  ^5°^ 

Duryea,  Dr.  Phihp,  his  death  noticed,  -         .  *.        .  .'.  .    .^'  .^^^   'f 

DutJh,  Committee  to  inquire  in  relation  to  the  omission  of  ^^J^^^^^^jg^^^  «f      3,, 

,1  u  "  "        report  of,  -  377 

"  subject  referred  to  the  Classes,    -  -  ■ 

reports  of  Classes  upon,  received  and  referred,  - 

,:  "  report  of  Committee  to  whom  referred, 


380 
396; 

494. 


E. 

Ebaugh,  Rev.  Jolm  S.,  notice  of  his  appeal  received,           •            -            -  2^ 

"                "            his  appeal  recommended  to  be  tried,       -            •  262 

"                "                    "        tried,  and  decision  thereon,          -           264,  2<j5 

"                "            ayes  and  nays  on  tlie  decision  of  his  appeal,            -  265 

"                "            a  certain  pamphlet  of  his  condemned  by  Synod,  284 

"                "            two  appeals  of  his  noticed,  -            -            -            -^^  355 

"  "  "  decision  upon,  -  -     355-857 

"                "            complaint  from,  against  Classis  of  N.  Y.,  received.  -  395 

"                 "                         "              action  upon,       -             •             -  449 

"                "            communication  from,  requesting  to  be  heard,           -  450 

Education,  Board  of,  18th  Annual  Report  of;  received  and  referred,         -  TO 

"                "        19th            do.                    do.                do.        -            -  1"3 

"                "        20th            do.                    do.                do.               -  207 

"                "        21st            do.                    do.                do.       -            -  358 

"                "        22d             do.                    do.                do.              -  454 

"                "        23d             do.                    do.                do.        -            -  580 
"                "        Reportsof  their  Treasurer,  received,  70, 178,  267,  359,  454.  580 
"                 "         number  of  their  beneficiaries,       -             -       70,267,360,582 
'     "                "        amount  collected  in  the  churches  in  their  behalf;          70,  531 
"                "        propose   to  have  the   Educational  operations  of  the 

Church  more  systematized,  -            -  71 

"                "                      "          Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for,     -  72 

"                 "                       "                     "                     report  of;     -             -  178 
"                 "         members  o^  appointed,            72,  185,  269,  364,  464,  182,  594 

"                "        annual  collection  in  behalf  of,  ordered  to  be  taken  up,  lOG 

"                "        number  of  members  of,  increased,        -            -            -  ISO 

"                "        powers  of,  -            -            -            -            -            -  IS^ 

"                "        rules  iu  relation  to  beneficiaries  received  by  tliem,       -  ISl 

"                "        to  appoint  a  committee  to  visit  the  beneficiaries,    -  131 

"                "        to  pay  travelling  expenses  of  applicants,          -            -  132  . 
"                "        to  report  to  Superintendents  the  number  of  vacancies 

on  the  scholarships  on  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  -  1S2 
"                "        beneficiaries  recommended  to  them,            -            -  212 
"                "        recommend  that  a  certain  accumulated  sum  be  appro- 
priated to  endow  a  scholarship  to  be  caUed  the  Liv- 
ingston Scholarship,             -            -            -            -  361 

"                "                  "                                    "                     action  upon,  363 
"                "        appointed    to    raise  means  to   support  the   Holland 

Academy,     ------  363 

"  "        directed,  at  a  certain   time,   to  invest  $2000   for  a 

scholarship,          .             .             -             -             -  363 
"                "to  accept  a  certain  amount  of  missionary  service  from 
the  beneficiaries  as  an  equivalent  for  aid  afforded  to 

them,            ------  457 

"  "        to  combine  measures  with  the  Board  of  Missions  in  be- 

"                "            half  of  the  colony  of  Holland,      -            -            -  458 

"                "        to  make  provision  to  pay  arrearages  due  Mr.  Taylor,  458 , 
"                "        empowered  to  appoint  a  Correspondmg  Secretary  and 

General  Agent,         -            -            -            -            -  401 

"  "        recommended  to  procure  the  services  of  the  Professors 

in  theu-  behalf,    -----  464 

"  "to  designate  beneficiaries  to  be  aided  by  the  bequest  of 

Dr.  Gannon,              -            -            -            -            -  467 

"                "        to  procure  a  book  in  which  to  record  the  several  be- 
quests for  the  purposes  of  education,       -             -  467 
'•                "        to  nominate  a  beneficiary  upon  the  Knox  Fund.          -  469 
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Education,  Board  of,  young  men  under  their  care  from  the  Classis  of  Holland, 

allowed  to  study  at  the  Holland  Academy,        -     580-582 

"                 "         embarrassed  for  want  of  funds,             -             -             -  581 

"                 "         amount  of  contributions  to,             -             -             -  581 

"                 "         have  reduced  their  liabilities  to  Mr.  Taylor,     -             -  581 

"                 "         youth  in  tlie  Holland  Academy  recommended  by,  581 

«                 "        Treasurer  of  Synod  to  return  them  certain  moneys,      -  581 
"                "        churches  requested  to  make  all  their  contributions  to 

beneficiaries  through  them,                -             -             -  582 
"                "        suggest  that  the  Theological  Professors  be  appointed 

guardians  of  the  beneficiaries,     -             -             -  582 

"                 "                     "                         "                     "                granted,  582 

<'                "        receipts  and  expenditures  of,    -            -            -            -  592 

"        Committee  on,  reports  of;        -            -            TO,  183,  267,  359, 454,  580 
Educational  operations  of  the  Church,  committee  to  devise  a  more  efficient 

system  in  relation  to,  12 

a                    11                        It                "                report  of,       -            -  118 

"  "  plan  of,  adopted,  .  -  -  -     180-182 

'                    "            importance  of,  and  means  to  enlarge  them,           -  459 

Education  Fund,  amount  added  to,          -             -             -             -             -  511 

"             "      state  of,     -             -             -             -             -             -             -  592 

Ehnendorf,  Peter,  student  in  Seminary,  his  death  noticed,           -            -  211 

Eltinge,  Rev.  Dr.  Wilhelmus,  his  death  noticed,        ...             -  232 

Extension  Fund,  collection  in  behalf  of,  ordered,             -             -             -  315 
Evangelists,  the  propriety  of  employing  ministers  as  such,  referred  to  the 

Board  of  Missions,             ....---  282 

F. 

Fairview,  111.,  revival  of  religion  in  the  church  of,      -  -  -  -       14:1 

February,  the  last  Tliursday  of,  recommended  to  be  observed  as  a  a  day  of 
,  prayer  for  Colleges,      -  -  -  -  -  -  ■.  311,620 

Ferris,  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac,  communication  from,  in  relation  to  his  not  attending 
the  General  Assembly  of  Presbyterian  Church,  as 
delegate,       -  -  -  -  -  -       22( 

"  ••  communication  from,  in  relation  to  certain  scholarships 

in  the  University  of  the  City  of  New-Tork,        -  396 

u  "  'i  "  action  upon,       463 

Fisher,  Rev.  Dr.  a.  H.,  communication  from,  m  relation  to  liis  absence  from 

Synod,  received,       -  -  -  -  -    6,  18 

'■  '■  elected  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly,  -  416 

"        Rev.  Samuel  R.,  D.D.,  delegate  from  German  Reformed  Church,     -      315 
Fliedner,    Rev.   Mr.,   communication    from,    in  relation   to   the   order    of 

Deaconesses,  ..------         -1 

Fonda,  Mr.  Jesse  D.,  leaves  the  Seminary,  -  -  -  "  ~^" 

Foreign  Missions,  Board  of,  18th  Annual  Report  of,  received  and  referred,  93 

»  "  19th  do.  do.  do.  192 

"  "  20th  do.  do.  do.  216 

"  "  2l8t  do.  do.  do.  310 

"  "  22d  do.  do.  do.  412 

"  "  23d  do.  do.  .  do.  598 

receipts  of    -  -  -       96,  216,  321,  3l3,  414 

members  of,  chosen,  101,  198,  283,  316,  418,  607 

1'  "  collection  to  be  taken  up  annually,  in  behalf  of,       105 

1'  "  money  received  from  the  estate  of  Mr.  Cowan, 

in  behalf  of,  -  -  -  -  ■       299 

•;  "  their  Corresponding  Secretary  to  present  to  the 

Seminary  tlie  claims  of  the  missionary  work,  313,  414 
"         '  "  Secretary  of,  to  present  subject  of  Missions  to 

the  students,        .  -  -  -  414 
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Foreign  Missions — see  Missions,  Foreign. 

Frelingbuysen,  Mr.  T.,  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  34,  142,  225. 

314,  411,  529 
Funds  of  General  Synod,  state  of,        -  -      22,  131,  214,  273,  397,  516,  595 

"  "  in  the  hands  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  re- 

port of  committee  in  relation  to,  -  -         73 

"  "  Committee  to  devise  means  for  the  increase  of,  272 

"  "  "  measures  proposed  for,       275 

Furbeck,  Rev.  George,  his  death  noticed,  ...  -  232 

G. 

Galusha,  ilr.,  withdraws  from  Seminary,      -  -  -  -  -        19 

Gannon,  Dr.  P.,  his  bequest  noticed,  and  action  upon  it,  -  -  4G7 

"  "      amount  received  from  his  executrix,  -  -  -      417 

Garretson,  Rev.  John,  appointed  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 

Missions,  -  -  -  -  -  99 

"  "  his  appointment  approved  of,  -  -  -         99 

"  "  communication  from,   in  relation  to  the  Holland 

Academy,  -  -  -     299,362 

"  "  "  action  upon,  -  -  -  3G1-363 

"        Rev.  Garret  I.,  his  death  noticed,       -  -  -  -  419 

General  Assembly  of  the  Presb.  Church,  delegates  from,  36,  143,  227,  316,  413,  529 
"  "        Minutes  of,  received,  -  227,  316 

"  "         delegates  to,  -       39,  146,  228,  320,  416 

"  "        reports  of  delegates  to,  36,  145,  227,  316,  413 

"  "         proposed  regulation  in  relation  to  trans- 

ferring churches  to  and  from,  -         39 

"  "         decline  to  adopt  this  regulation,    -  143 

"  "         instructions  to  delegates  to,  -         39 

"  "        an  alleged  violation  of  the  articles  of 

correspondence    with,    referred    to 
Synod,         -  -  -  -       448 

"  "  "  "         action  upon,  449,  415 

"  "        then-  action  in  relation  to  the  violation 

of  the  articles  of  correspondence  by 
the  North  River  Presbytery,  -       533 

"  "  "       resolutions  of  Synod  in 

relation  to,  -  -       535 

General  Synod,  adjourned,    -  -  -  9,108,202,288,384,497,622 

"  convened,  -  -  -        3,  13,  123,  205,  291,  387,  507 

"  Presidents  of— Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  D.D.,        -  -  5 

"  "      Jeremiah  Searle,      -  -  -  16 

"  "      Alexander  M.  Mann,    -  -  -       126 

"  "      Gustavus  Abcel,  D.D.,         -  -  208 

■"  "      Duncan  Kennedy,  D.D.,  -  -       294 

"  "      Mancius  S.  Hutton,  D.D.,    -  -  390 

"  "      Ransford  Wells,  D.D.,  -  -  -       510 

"  Adsessors  of— Rev.  J.  C.  F.  Hoes,         ...  5 

"  '        "      James  Scott,  D.D.,        -  -  -        16 

"  "      Ransford  Wells,  D.D.,  -  -  126 

'=  "      Oscar  H.  Gregory,         -  -  -       203 

"  "      Joseph  F.  Berg,  D.D.,  -  -  294 

"  "      David  D.  Demarest,       -  -  -       390 

"  "      J.  C.  F.  Hoes,  -  -  -  510 

"     Clerks  j)ro  te7n.  of— Rev.  W.  R.  Gordon  and  T.  0.  Strong,  -  5 

"  "      H.  D.  Ganse  and  P.  Peltz,   -  -  10 

"  "      T.  C.  Strong  and  R.  Willis,        -  -       126 

"      W.  W.  Halloway  and  J.  P.  Strong,  208 

"  ^'      T.  0.  Strong  and  W.  J.  R.  Taylor,         -       294 
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General  Synod,  Clerks i^ro  tem.  of-Eev.  J.  P.  Strong  and  I.  M.  Ferrig     -  390 

vjcue.ai^oj-uuvx,  r  ,^    PolhemusYan  Wyck  and  John  Steele,  610 

"  extra  meetings  of,  why  called,  .  .  -  -  5 

"  thanks  of;  returned— see  Thanks.  ,     .        ,       ,  «q 

•propose  a  regulation  in  relation  to  transfemng  churches,      -      ^9 

^    ^  »  declined  by  the  General  Assembly,       143 

religious  exercises  during  sessions  of,      39,  146,  228  320  416,  105 

"  feel  called  upon  to  maintam  the  faith  once  dehvered  to  the       ^^^ 

saints,        -  -  "  '  "  "  '       aiq 

protest  against  the  Mercersburgh  Theology,  _   _-  -  ^^^ 

propriety  of  amendmg  the  style  of,  by  g^J**f  f  J^^^^  J°'^      37, 
,,  ii  <(  "        report  of  Committee  on,       317 

resolutions  of,  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  General  As- 
sembly on  the  complaint  of  a  breach  of  the  articles  of  cor- 
respondence  by  the  Korth  River  Presbytery,        -  -       0^^ 

"  unfinished  business  of,  noticed,     -  -  -  " 

Geneva,  Classis  of,  request  from,  in  relation  to  action  in  a  c^rtam^case  of     ^^^ 

,t  u  "  "        referred,  -  -  355 

Gerhart,  Rev.  Isaac,  a  delegate  from  the  German  Reformed  Synod  -       226 

German  Reformed  Church,  Synod  of,  Mmutes  of,  received,  35   1^  227   dl& 

u  "         "      reports  of  delegates  to,        -        35,  144,  Zi<o,  ^la 

"         "       delegates  to,     -  -  -  39,  146,  228 

11  "         "      delegates  from,        -  -  -  -i-*^'  ^-/t 

a  I'        "      number  of  delegates  to,  reduced,  -    _         ^^^ 

(I  "        "      communication  from  the  delegates  to,  m 

1851,  -       316 

„  (I        11  "  "         action  upon,     311-319 

a  "        Romanizing  sentiments  of  their  professors,      318,  226 

I,  11  "        protest  of  Synod  against  these,       319 

u  »        confidence  of  Synod  in  the  statements  of  their 

delegates  to,  -  -  "  '      ^19 

ii  "        correspondence  with,  suspended,     -  -  o^| 

Germans,  importance  of  missionary  labors  among  them, 

German  Hymn  Book— see  Hymn  Boole.  _. 

"        Committee  in  relation  to  the  preparation  of  -  ^»i 

K  "        a  certain  form,  allowed  to  be  published  in,      -  "009 

'I  "        report  of  committee  to  prepare  it,  -      „,*,,.' 

a  certain  Form  used  in  the  Church  of  the  Palatmate 

allowed  to  be  pubhshed  in  it,  -  T       ,     I 

Giffing,  Mr.  W,  communication  from,  in  relation  to  estabHshmg^a  church  at        ^^ 

u  i(  "        referred  to  the  Board  of  Missions,        98 

Gray,  Rev.  John,  communication  from,  in  relation  to  a  contribution  from  the 

^'  '  Church  of  Schodack,  to  the  Widows  Fund,       isa 

u  11  "  referred  to  the  Treasurer  for  action  upon,       19» 

K  11  "  final  action  upon,  -  -  -  '       *| 

Greene  Classis  of  recommend  suitable  persons  as  beneficiaries  - 

'^'"S  ■  '^      ..     "■  propose  an  ovortur,  in  relation  .o  .■^o^';;';;;'*^^^^',^;      ,,, 
(,  „  u  "  action  upon,       574 

Gregory,  Rev.  Dr.  0.  H.,  preaches  a  sermon  in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions,      370 
uregory,         _^  addresses  the  students  of  the  Seminary,        -  -       ^9* 

Guldin,  Rev.  J.  C,  communication  from,  in  relation  to  a  Hymn  Book  in  the 
''"'''^"'  '  German  language,  -     2  J 8,  6ya 

I  u  »  action  upon,  -  354,  3ol 
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ilageman,  Rev.  Charles  S.,  preaches  a  sennon  in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions,  598 

Ilalloway,  Rev.  ^Y.  W.,  preaches  a  sermon  on  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions,  276 
"            communication  from,  as  one  of  the  delegates  to  the 

German  Rcf.  Synod,         -            -  316 

■'  action  upon,     -  -     317-319 

Harbaugh,  Rev.  Henry,  delegate  from  German  Reformed  Church,    -            -  315 

Haselborth,  W.G.,  dispensation  in  his  behalf  desired,    -            -            -  515 

"                "                granted,         -            -            -  596 

'Heidelberg  Catechism,  a  certain  work  upon,  presented  to  Synod,            -  199 

"            "        referred  to  tlio  Professors,         -  199 

"        certain  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  expounding 

of^  presented,             -  417 

"'           _             ''                    "            action  upon,     -  420 

"ministers  enjoined  in  relation  to  preaching  upon,  420 

Hoff,  Rev.  Brogun,  addresses  the  students  of  the  Seminar}-,             -            -  211 

Holland  Academy,  first  Annual  Report  of,  received,       -  '          -            -  267 

"                  notice  of'         .    -            -            .  267 

communication  from  Rev.  J.  Garretson,  m  relation  to,  299,  362 

"              "         history  of,              -             -             ...             .  ggj 

"            "        taken  under  the  care  of  Synod,          -            -            .  363 

"  "         means  adopted  to  aid  in  its  support,        -  -  363,  458 

"  "        arrearages  duo  Mr.  Taylor  for  teaching  in,     -  -      457, 531 

['             "                     "                         "        provision  for  the  pajTuent  of,  '  458 

"  "        Boards  of  Education  and  Missions  to  combine  for  its 

,  support, 458 

the   employment  of  the   teacher  of,   as  a   missionarv 

justified, -  477 

"        beneficiaries  of  the  Classis  of  Holland  allowed  to  study 

,.  l^}h 580,  582 

liabilities  to  Mr.  Taylor,  principal  of,  reduced,             -  581 

"             |[         number  of  pupils  attending  it,  and  their  circumstances,  581 

"            ".                   ''             recommended  to  the  Board  of  Education,  581 

Holland,  Classis  of,  action  in  relation  to  the  reception  of;            -            -  68.  69 

^'1            |-        communication  from  Rev.  A.  C.  Van  Raalte,  m  relation  to,  130 

„                                  1                  "                       "                    action  upon,  149 

copy  of  a  certain  resolution  to  be  sent  to  them,  -            -  149 

"            "        gratification  of  Synod  at  its  formation,           -            -  230 

"            ''        report  on  state  of  religion  from,   -            -            -            .  324 

''             ■'         delegates  from,  heard  in  relation  to  missions  in  the  West.  472 

communication  from,  in  relation  to  the  teacher  in  the 

Academy  being  employed  as  a  missionary,  and  action 

upon,    -------  477 

delegate  from,  received,  though  not   appomted   by  the 

Synod  of  Albany,    -             -             -             .             .  48o 
"            ■'        recommend  certain  beneficiaries,             -            -            -  515 
[[            "              .  "                 "         recommendation  approved,         -    596,  597 
"        an  increase  to  the  beneficiaries  from,  asked,         -            -  516 
beneficiaries  of,  allowed  to  study  in  the  Holland  Aca- 
demy,         -----.    580  582 

Hollanders  in  the  "West,  sympathy  for,  expressed,    -  -  -    197,231,458 

"        importance  of  the  employment  of  Lay-agents  to  labor  among  thciu,  '  281 
Boards  of  Education  and  Missions  to  combine  measures  for  their 

benefit,             ----...  453 

How,  Mr.  Henry  K.,  student,  relmquishes  his  studies,    -            -            -  211 

Howe,  Dr.  S.  H.,  delivers  a  sermon  on  Foreign  Missions,      -            -            -  371 

Hume,  Mr.,  of  the  Bombay  Mission,  his  death  noticed,   -            -            -  G04 


INDEX, 
XVIU 


Hudson,  invitation  to  visit  the  public  scbools  of,  and  report  of  committee      ^^^ 

"      Js^f,  apply  fork  dispensation  in  belmlf  of  KP.^^^^^^^^^      -     _      ^U 

HutU  Rev!  Dr.  M.S.,  prepares  a  tract  on  ednca|.nfo^  _       183 

.c    '  "  preaches  a  sermon  before  bynod. 

Hymn   Book,    (German;)  communication  from   Rev.   Mr.   Guldm,  m  re-^^^  ^^^ 

i,  «'  action  upon,     354,  381 

contract  with  Mr.  Mentz  for  the  publishing  of,  expired,         -      300 
Board  of  Direction  recommend  that  a  new  contract^e^m^ade      ^^^ 

action  of  Synod  upon,      354,  380 

contract  made  in  relation  to,     397,  40b 

380,  467 

u  "  report  of,      -  380 

I. 

,m.o.,  C,as3.  or,  — ni^.10.  |- '-'-fGe^er'^^rCnS        ^^ 
Presbyterian  Church,  -  -       ^^    "    ^^^.^^  3,^38 

state  of  religion  in  churches  of,  -  "  ' 

statement  in  relation  to  a  meetmg  of,^held  without  a      ^^^ 

pa^^puVing'  to  be   minuted  of  a  -tdn  mee^ting      ^^^ 

,i  "        action  in  relation  to,       450 

delegates  from,  heard  in  relation  to  missions  in  the  West,^^  472 

^^^  ?Sil^™S::Sa^^  aSsls  in,  as  soon'as  practicable,       27^;  280   . 

J' 

Joralamon,  Mr.  I.  S.,  of  the  Seminary,  designs  to  engage  as  a_Foreign      ^^^ 
JoST^lssions,  churches'  recommended  'to  favor  its  circulation,         -     279,  607 

Kassa,  Mr.  Adrian  K.,chspensation  in  his  favor  de^ire^d,^^    '      .     '      .     '       SJ 
Kip  Mr  B.  l!,  statement  in  relation  to  his  account  as  Treasurer  of  the       ^^^^ 

«        the  attention  of  the  Assembly  called  to  It,     ••       41^ 
'■        action  of  the  General  Assembly  m  relation  to      ^^_ 
the  organization  of,  '    .       '    p       '^ 

a        Second  K  D.  Church  of,  the  action  of  the^  Consistory  of,_not^^  ^^^ 

censurable,      -  "  ,"      ^r  m,o  Timrd  of  Direction.  34.  142.  225,  314, 

Knox,  Rev.  Dr.  J.,  elected  member  of  the  Boaid  ot  ,  .   ^^^^  ^29 
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Knox,  Rebecca,  Fund,  statement  in  relation  to,         -  -  -     74  460.  59G 

"                "        vacancies  on,  to  be  reported,       -            -            -  '  i82 
'''                "        when  recommendations  of  beneficiaries  on,  to  take 

effect.        --....  2g2 

"        number  of  beneficiaries  supported  by,     -             -  191 

Board  of  Education  to  nominate  a  beneficiary  upon,  469 

Krebs,  Rev.  Dr.  Jolui  M.,  Cliurch,  delegate  frona  General  Assembly  of  Pres-  ' 

byterian,       ------  413 

Kuypers,  Rev,  Z.,  notice  of  his  death,     -            -            ...            .  149 

K 

Laidlaw,  Mr.  R.,  communication  from,  received  and  action  upon,      -            -  298 

Lansing,  Rev.  Nicholas,  his  legacy,         -            -            -            -            .  "ji 

Latour,  measures  to  endow  a  professor  in  the  College  of  the  Waldenses,  at,  -  313 
"                "        report  of  Committee  upon,         -  412 
"             "         action  upon,            -           415,  416 
Lay  Agents,  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  authorized  to  employ  them,     -  282 
Lee,  Rev,  Robert  P.,  appointed  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly,  -            -  41 6 
"                 "                 "         his  report  as  such,          .             -  532 
Lemma,  entitled  Board  of  Publication  to  be  added,  -            -            .            -  495 
Letter  to  the  Consistories  in  relation  to  the  adequate  support  of  their  pastors,  494 
"      from  the  Synod  of  the  Ref.  Dutch  Church  in  Southern  Africa,            '-  498 
_"      from  the  Table  of  the  Taudois  Church  of  Piedmont,           .             -  50I 
Library,  the  rule  requiring  the  sum  of  $1  from  students  for  the  use  of  re- 
pealed,     -            -            -            -            .            .            .       '     .  ^275 

"  ■     appropriation  in  aid  of,  requested,           -            -            -            .  -355 

;'                 '\    ,          "            granted,       -----  368 

amount  of  money  expended  m  behalf  of;  -  -  .     397  517 

"        of  Theological  Seminary,  propriety  of  separating  it  from  that  of  the  ' 

College,    -            .            -            -  513 
referred  to  Synod,             -            -  514 
]                       "                "               action  of  Synod  upon,            -            .  597 
"                "    Synod  requested  to  place  it  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Theological  Faculty,  and  to  em- 
power them  to  appoint  a  Librarian,          -  514 
"        report  from  OGmmittee  of;   in  relation  to  the  appropriation  in  its 

behalf;       --------  594 

'•        additional  appropriation  to  meet  a  deficit  towards  the  expense  of  595 

Liddell,  Rev.  John  A.,  notice  of  his  death,           -    .        -            .            .  I49 

Liturgy,  Committee  appointed  to  revise  it,    -  -  -  .  35^   573 

"                "                        "     •               report  of,          -            -            .  '451 

"     ■           "        certain  amended  forms  presented  by  them.           -            .  453 

"  "        report  re-committed,  -  -  -       '      .  .    453  gijg 

"        ayes  and  nays  upon  the  appointment  of,  -  -  357' 358 

"                "        report  0^         -            -            -            .            .            -  '  576 

"        importance  and  excellence  of,           -            -            -            .            .  57,^ 

''        measures  for  a  revision  of,  recited,  -  -  .  .    577  g^g 

"        copies  of;  as  revised,  presented  and  distributed,       -            -            -  '  579  " 

"        consideration  of;  postponed,         -             -             -             .             .  g^g 

__"_        copies  of;  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod,           -            -            -  530 

Livingston  Scholarship,  Board  of  Education  propose  measures  for  the  en- 

(,                        ,^                 ^                                        dowment  of,  361 

r-  •      .       T,       ^              "                "                "             "        action  upon,  36.'} 

Lmngf5ton,  Rev.  Henry  G.,  notice  of  his  death,         -            -            -            -  541 

Lobdell,  Dr.,  of  the  Mosul  Mission,  his  death  noticed,      -            -            -  604 

Lormg,  Mr.^H.  H.,  dispensation  in  his  favor  asked,  -            -            .            -  515 

r   "j.    o     "                         "<.                "           granted,        -             -             -  596 

bora  s  bupper,  sacrament  0^  to  be  observed  during  the  sessions  of  Svnod,   -  320 

"  observed  by  Synod,  -  .       "     .  '  417  gog 
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Lord's  Supper,  sacrament  of,  the  resolution  of  a  previous  Synod  in  relation 
to,  revoked,  -  -  '        ,     '     -4.     i 

a  Particular  Synod  recommended  to  liave  it  aa-      ^^^ 

ministered,  -  -  " .  ' 

Committee  to  make  a  new  translation  ot  the 

Form  for  the  admniistratiou  or,      5(9 

„  u  "  action  upon  the  report  of,       579 

Ludlow,  Rev.  riabriel,  preaches  a  sermon  before  Board  of  Superintendents,       129 

Lu    ow  Rev.  Dr.  Johnf  elected  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology,  &c.,  ^^^ 

i^ucuow,  ^^  .^^  instrument  certifying  his  appointment,    ^       -    ^^^   ^7^ 

"  "  salary  of,      -  -  '  .     ■,    '..  '  "'  079 

u  "  Committee  to  inform  him  of  his  election,  -  -'- 

ic  a  arrangements  for  his  inauguration,   -  " 

Committee  to  aid  him  in  his  removal  to  New-Bruns-       ^^^ 

wick,        -  -  "  '  ■ 

M. 

Mabon,  Rev.  W.  V.  V.,  addresses  the  students  of  the  Seminary,       -      _     -      514 
Magazine,  or  Review,  monthly,  importance  of  one,  -  -  .  ^^^ 

"  Miro-aret  Ten  Eyck"  Scholarship  endowed,  '    ,    .   '  '      ^    'p      "^   ' 

MarS,  Kev.  Br^.  J.,  communicUo.  fro.,  m  '*t,o„  _.„  ajepor.^of_^^  ^^^^ 

ji  ii  "  action  upon,  -  I'JS 

u  paper  from,  received,  purporting  to  be  a  com- 

plaint,  and  action  upon,  -  -  "       ^^^ 

Mentz,  Mr.,  contract  ^^•ith,  in  relation  to  Hymn  Book-see  Hymn  Booh. 

u  "  "       not  executed,  -  -      .  ^^' 

II  (I  "        some  misunderstanding  m  relation  to,  Jli,  oJJ 

Mesick  Rev.  J.  F-,  Corresponding  Delegate  from  Ger  Ref.  Church,  -       U^ 

u      '  "  presents  to  Synod  copies  of  a  certain  work,  -  l^J 

^     "        thanks  of  the  Synod  returned  to  him  for  the  same,  199 

McCartv  Elder  John,  certain  resolutions  offered  by  Inm,      -  -  - 

fSinl  Rev.  Prf.,  aotioa  of  Eo»d  of  D.reot,on  »  '"^^^^J^^^^-,^    5^ 

communication  from,  resigning  his  professorship,      -       18^ 
<<  "  his  resignation  accepted,  -  -  ■ 

action  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  m  relation  to  his      ^^^ 

salary,  approved,  -  '  "  ,         'too 

testimony  of  Synod  to  his  ability,  fidelity,  and  success,  18& 

McFarland,  Mr.  D.  F.,  his  proposition  to  purchase  the  _church  property  at^^^  ^^, 

Brunswick,  III,  '..',-    a     ^'^  '  -  -  -     '  541 

McNeish,  Rev.  David,  notice  of  his  death     -  "  ^.^^  297   318 

M=--'="^'''^'r'°^^'„sro7s:;noXU\  .  ■  •    •  '-  ^^ 

Michigan,  Classi,  of,  request  Ihat  a  fuud  be  established  for  «2^^-'>ff««e'S'tes,  «6 

,j  „  It  »  "  action  upon,     -     494-495 

delegates  from,  heard  in  relation  to  Missions  in  the  West,     472 

MniPflnlor  Rev.  Dr.  P.,  his  death  noticed,  '  '  '  '  loi 

JfnSnk  Church  of  dJsire  to  be  united  to  the  Chassis  of  Paramus,  -  -       1-1 

Mimsink,  ouurcn  01,  uLbuu  uu  I.        ^^  ^^        their  request  granted,     lo 

"  ..••.•.  -  -  -  381 

Mint,  U.S.,  invitation  to  visit  It,  -  -  "  g   294,384,390,497, 

Mmutes  of  General  Synod,  read,  9,  16,  108,  UG,  .U.,  ^U8,  .b»,  .^1,        ,  __^^^,  ^^^ 

"      number  of  copies  to  be  published,  9,  108,  201,  2^8^8,'  3^84^, 


Minutes  of  General  Synod,  copies  of,  to  be  furnished  to  those  who  have  en- 
dowed scholarships,     -  -  -  -  71 

"  "  "      measures  to  secure  payment  for,  from  the  Classes,       92 

"  "  '•      of  certain  sessions,  price  of,  left  to  the  discretion 

of  the  Stated  Clerlv,  -  -  -  101 

"  "  "      certain  copies  of,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Board  of 

Publication,     -----  614 

"                "              "      Board  of  Publication  authorized  to  reprint  cer- 
tain numbers  of,     -  -  -  -  614 

Ministers,  death  of  noticed,  -  -  -  -      42,  149,  232,  325,  419,  541 

"        committee  to  obtain  and  publish  original  tracts  on  the  subject  of 

increasing  the  number  of,  -  -  -  -  -         11 

want  of  lamented,       -----         100,  458,  459 

"        urged  to  become  subscribers  to  the  "Widows'  Fund,  -  -  103 

"  "       to  raise  funds  to  pay  salaries  of  professors,         -  -  275 

"        the  propriety  of  employing  them  as  evangelists  referred  to  the 

Board  of  Missions,  ------  282 

"       to  pray  for  more  of  a  missionary  spirit  to  be  granted  to  parents 

and  children,  .---.-  373 

"        the  Church  able  to  furnish  more,  .  .  -  .  459 

"        importance  and  honor  of,  commented  upon,     -  -  -  460 

"        requested  to  present  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions  to  their  people,  474 

"  "  "         the  want  of  more  laborers  in  the  ministry,  476 

"        enjoined  to  report  accurately  the  numbers  received  into  their  churches,  539 

"        whole  number  in  tlie  Church,  -----     541,  591 

"        number  without  pastoral  charge,  -----  541 

"        nnmber  or  eyneriii,        ..----  541 

"        number  of  deaths  among,  in  a  certain  period,         -  -  -  591 

"        increase  of,  in  a  certain  period,  ...  -  59] 

"        number  ofj  added  from  other  denominations,         -  -  -  591 

Ministry,  report  of  a  committee  on  the  preparation  of  a  tract  in  relation  to 

the  education  of  young  men  for  it,     -  -  -  -  183 

"        Committee  on  the  subject  of  an  adequate  support  of,         -  -  275 

"        young  men  lool\ing  forward  to,  to  consider  ttie  claims  of  the  heathen,  279 

"         the  small  number  of  young  men  entering  it,    -  -  -  459 

"        the  support  of,  deemed  important,  -----  492 

"  "  Classes  urged  to  take  measures  in  relation  to,  492 

"  "  letter  to  Consistories  in  relation  to,      -  -  494 

"         importance  of  faithfulness  of,         -  -  -  -'  -  538 

"  "  of,  and  the  few  who  are  entering  upon  it,  -  583 

Missions,   reports  of  committees  on,        -  -     93,  193,  276,  371,  472,  599,  60S 

"        pastors  and  churches  recommended  to  notice  the  state  of,       -       9G,  100 
"        impropriety  of  Classes  conducting  them  independently  of  the 

Synod's  Board,  -------        99 

"        new,  (Domestic,)  established,  -  -  -  -  600 

"        Foreign,  state  of  particularly  commended  to  the  students  in  the 

Seminary, 96,  279 

"  "        Church  bound  to  support  them,         -  -  -  474 

"        Domestic,  call  for  united  and  vigorous  effort  in  behalf  of,  -  476  _ 

"  "        report  of  committee  on,       -  -  -  -  599 

"  "        what  is  necessary  to  render  them  more  successful,       -  601 

"  "        Classes  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  on,  -  603 

Missionary  spirit,  the  want  of,  in  the  churches  lamented,      373,  601,  604,  605,  606 
"            "      ministers  to  pray  for  more  of  it  to  be  granted  to  parents 

and  cliildren,       ------  373 

"  "       state  of,  in  the  churches,  .  -  -  -     599, 604 

^lissionaries,  Foreign,  notice  of  the  death  of  several,  -  -  -  604 

"  "  the  small  number  sent  out  by  the  Dutch  Church,  604 

ilissions,  Domestic,  Board  of,  offer  of  a  certain  lady  to  convey  for  their  bene- 
fit certain  lots  of  ground,  and  action  of  the  Board  of 
Corporation  in  relation  to,      -  -  -  -        23 
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Missions,  Domestic/Sermons  in  behalf  of,  preached,        93,  192,  2^G,  3^0,  4J2,  59S 

"  summary  of  the  operations  of,         -             .     95,  195,  475,  GOO 

•'  state  of  the  churches  and  missionary  stations  of,  95,  96,  280,  474 

"  eflforts  in  belialf  of  Holland  emigrants,    -             -             "       9«J 

"  their  operations  approved  of  by  Synod,         -            -  _  100,  _»- 

"  deemed  to  be  the  appropriate  channel  for  conductmg 

J  missionary  operations,             -            -             -             ■       ^^^ 

"  directed  to  use  means  to  supply  the  destitute  Germans 

memSr^orSn,'  - '  101,  198,'282,  376,  478,  60a 

"  collection  to  be  taken  up  annually  m  behalf  of,      -         -       10b 

"  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of,  195,  281,  321,  3 14,  4 1 » 

"  call  for  enlarged  operations  by,         -  -  -     1^^' |^ii 

«  thank-offering  to  God  for  his  past  favor  to  the  operations  ot,  1 J7 

"  confidence  in,  expressed  by  Synod,         -  -  |^  '  t!,^ 

"  churches  aided  by  them  should  contribute  to  their  tunds,      ly  l 

»  the  subject  of  an  adequate  support  of  the  ministry  re- 

ferred  to  them,      -  -  -  -  ~ .  ^'^ 

the  propriety  of  vesting  in  them  the  power  of  employing      ^ 
lay  agencies,  -  -  -  "  "  "909 

"  empowered  to  employ  lay  agents,     -  -  -  -o^ 

'■'■  the  propriety  of  employing  ministers  as  evangelists  re-      ^ 

ferred  to  them,            -             -             •  "  ,         '       ooa 
"                request  that  the  times  of  their  meetings  be  altered,  ^y» 
^;                       a                         "                     "                     "    granted,     375 
"                money  received  from  the  estate  of  Moses  Cowan  in  be- 
half of,       ..'      e 

•■  directed  to  meet  the  expenses  of  obtaining  a  meeting  ot 

the  Classis  of  Illinois,  -  -  ■  .       , '       ^""^ 

»  to  combine  measures  with  the  Board  of  Education  tor 

.  the  benefit  of  the  Holland  Colony,  -  -       ^^^° 

"  the  number  of  churches  contributing  to  their  funds,       4(5,  bO^ 

the  duty  of  every  church  to  take  up  a  collection  m  its 

behalf,  ---"''  .^r. 

"  importance  of  united  action  in  relation  to,     -  -  4^° 

"  mstructed  to  commence  new  enterprises,  -  -  4  ( b 

empowered  to  make  an  appointment  of  an  English  mis- 

sionary  as  teaclier  in  the  Holland  Academy,         -_  4.1 

••       ■         their  arrangement  for  the  prompt  payment  of  then-  mis-  ^^^ 

sionaries,         -  -  -  "  ,  '  -va-    t  '       Ain 

requested  to  pay  expenses  of  delegates  from  the  A^  est,        4 1 J 
"  to  keep  the  subject  of  a  support  of  the  ministry  before 

tliG  cburcliGS         '  "  ~  "  " 

the  subject  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  referred  to  them,  492 

submit  a  plan  for  a  Sustentation  Fund,  -            -  "        oq 

19th  annual  report  of,  received  and  referred,            -  ^» 


20th 
21st 


275 
370 


"  22d,  "  "  „  ■  .H<> 

23d;        "  ;;  -       ■   .    %l 

"                 24th,             "                                                                ,.        h  a 

»                reports  of  the  Treasurer  of,  received,       93,  192,  27G,  472,  598 

"                number  of  converts  in  their  churches  and  stations  m  ^^^ 

one  year,  -            -            -            '       ,  ^  „      i  '  fnrt 

their  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Germans  and  Hollanders,   -  bOO 

the  necessity  that  the  churches  pay  the  debt  ot  the  iioard,  bu. 

"                the  statistical  part  of  their  report  to  be  printed,         -  bU^ 

"                the  fiiithfulnessofthoir  Secretary  commended,          .,  "94  4^.^ 

Missions,  Foreign,  state  of;  ",.'„.."  "  '  >      '      •' 

"  Board  of— see  Foreign  Missions. 


Missions,  Foreign,  sermons  in  behalf  of;  preached,        93,  192,  2'«6,  371,  4t2,  599 
"  Synod's  scuso  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been 

conducted  by  the  A. B.C.F.M.,-  -  -  -       195 

Synod  resolve  to  maintain  then-  own  distinctive  missions,     195 
trials  and  diflflculties  in  relation  to  those  of  the  Church,  94,  193, 

194,  277 

want  of  ministers  to  engage  in,        -  -  -  472 

Church  bound  to  the  work  of,    -  -  -  -       474 

intelligence  in  relation  to,  recommended  to  bo  diffused,        474 

report  of  Committee  on,        -  -  -  -  603 

amount  of  contributions  in  behalf  of,       -  -  -       605 

churches  urged  to  increase  their  contributions  to,     -     ■        607 

Missionary  sermons,  appointments  to  preach,  -       101,  198,  283,  376,  479,  607 

the  preaching  of,  noticed,      95,  192,  276,  370,  371,  472,  598 

"  "  arrangements  as  to  time  and  place  of  preaching,        192,198 

"  "  the  expenses  of  the  preachers  of,  to  be  paid,    -         197,198 

"        paper,  committee  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  publishing  one,   197 

Murphy,  Rev.  Dr.,  appointed  agent  for  Widows'  Fund,  -  -  -  214 

"  "  "  "  decUnes  the  appouitment,  214,  274 

N. 

Neil,  Dr.  'William,  delegate  from  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  316 
Newspaper,  religious,  committee  on  the  subject  of,  appointed,  -  •  -       263 

"  "  "  "  report  o^       -  -  284 

"  ••  resolutions  of  Classes  of  N.  Brunswick  and  N.  York  in 

relation  to,     -  -  -  -  -  -       263 

"  "  weekly,  considered  essential  to  the  interests  of  the  Church,  285 

New-Brunswick,  expense  of  living  in,  for  the  students,  -  -  -     513,  585 

'«  "  "  compared  with  other  places,  -       585 

"  expense  of  repairs  to  Synod's  property  in,  -  -     517,595 

"  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  certain  pulpits  ii:i,      -  -       618 

•"  thanks  of  Synod  returned  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 

sociation of,      -  -  -  -  -  ■  618 

"  invitation  to  visit  the  pubUc  school  of,  received  and  accepted,      619 

"  thanks  of  the  Synod  returned  to  the  families  of,        -  -      622 

"  .     "  to  the  pastors  and  consistories  of  the  churches  in,  622 

"  Classis  of,  recommend  suitable  persons  for  aid,  130,  213,  298 

"  "  reference  from,  in  relation  to  enlarging  statistical 

tables,         -  130 

"  "  "  "  action  upon,        148-149 

"  "  certain  resolutions  of  theirs  in  relation  to  the 

Christian  LitdUgencer,  -  -  -       263 

New-Brunswiek  Eevieic,  resolutions  in  relation  to,  presented,        -  -  480 

"  "         report  of  committee  upon,     .  -  -  -       480 

New-York,  Consistory  of  the  Church  of,  application  to,  for  a  grant  for  money 

to  build  a  Hall,  -  -  585 

"  "        grant  of  money  made  by  them  for  a  Hall,  586 

"    "  "  alteration  of  action  in  relation  to,     588 

"  "  insufficiency  of  their  proposed 

aUowance,      .  -  689-590 

"  "        Committee  of  Synod  to  wait  on  them,  591,  594 

Classis  of,  notice  of  their  appeal,  in  the  case  of  W.  II.  Van  Dalsen,     175 
"  "  "  tried,  and  sustained,  -     17G-177 

"  "  "  ayes  and  nays  on  the  decision,  177 

"  "  "  in  the  case  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Ebaugh,      262 

•■        their  appeal  in  the  case  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Ebaugh,  relin- 
quished, and  why,        -  -  -  -  -       266 

"        resolutions  of,  in  relation  to  a  religious  newspaper,     -  263 

"  "  "  report  of  a  committee  upon,  284 
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New- York,  Classis  of,  request  an  interpretation  of  a  certain  part  of  tlie  Con- 
stitution, 354- 
"                     "                                "                   action  upon,  354 
reference  from,  in  relation  to  catechetical  instruction,       -  364 
authorized  to  examine  Mr.  Dickheart  with  a  view  to  licensure,  26!^ 
complaint  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Ebaugh  against,          -            -  392 
"                        "                               action  upon,         -  44J> 
"        Particular  Synod  of— see  P. 

"        State  Colonization  Society,  agent  of  heard,     -            -            -  49& 
"        and  New-Haven  Railroad  Company,  the  propriety  of  selling  cer- 
tain shares  in,  submitted,  316 
"                        "                "                letter  from  Treasurer  of  Synod,  in 

relation  to  certain  bonds  of,  held 

by  the  Board  of  Direction,         -  seT 
North  Classis  of  Long  Island,  reference  from,  in  relation  to  the  reception  of 

ministers  from  other  denominations,  396,  573 

"                         "                      action  upon,               -             -             -  5*?^ 
"                        "                     apply  for  a  dispensation  in  be"^alf  of  Mr. 

John  Boehrer,  515 

(1                         "                           '•                         "         granted   -             -  59G 

North-Carolina  Classis,  (German  Ref )  apply  to  be  received  into  the  Church,  531 

"                   "                     commissioner  from,  recognized,          -             -  531 

»                   "                     report  of  the  Committee  upon  their  application,  535 

"                   "■                    application  from,  withdrawn,        -             -  531 

i(                   »                             "                   minute  of  Synod  in  relation  to,  531 
"                  ''•                    commissioner  from,  requested  to  reconsider 

the  withdrawal  of  his  papers,        -  532 
"                  "                        "      consents  to  leave  his  papers  with  Synod,  532 

"                   "         statistics  of,         -----  535 

"                   "         resolution  to  receive  their  proposal,               -            -  536 

North  River  Presbytery,  their  action  complained  of,  by  Classis  of  Ulster,  414 

«                "                    "        attention  of  General  Assembly  called  to  it,  415 

"                "            action  of  the  Assembly  in  relation  to  their  conduct,  53S 


0. 

Orange,  Classis  of,  reauest  a  dispensation  in  favor  of  Rev.  W.  Wolff,  -      39-2 

I'  "  «  "  "  their  request  granted,  470 

Orders  and  Rules  of  General  Synod,  read,  -  17,  127,  209,  295,  391,  510 

Overtures  and  Judicial  Business,  reports  of  Committees  on,  69,  175,  262,  355,  449, 

574 

P. 

Pamphlet,  entitled,  '-A  Vindication  and  Defence,"  circulated  in  Synod  and 

condemned,            --------  "84 

Paper,  monthly,  the  plan  of  issuing  one  by  the  Board  of  PubUeation,  ap- 
proved,           -            -            -            -            -            •            ' ,       1  '      «•  ^^^ 

Paramus,  Classis  of,  communication  from,  in  relation  to  the  churches  ot 

Minisink  and  Deerpark,        -             -             -             -  2i:t 

"                  apply  for  a  dispensation  in  behalf  of  "W.  G.  Haselborth,  515 

(I                                           "                         "                 granted,          -  596 
Parochial  schools,  donation  of  Mr.  S.  B.  Schieffelin,  for  the  establishment  of,  184,  580 
"            '  Committee  on  Education  instructed  to  inquire  in  relation  to 

the  practicability  of  establishing  them,  -             -             -  267 

"             propriety  and  practicability  of  establishing  them,          -  268 

"            Committee  to  consider  the  best  mode  of  estabhshing  them.  26» 


Parochial  schools,  subject  of  the  practicability  of  establishing  them  roferred 

to  the  Classes,           -             -  26S,» 
"                        "                "              reports  of  Classes  on,  received,  298 
'•                         '•                 "              report  of  Committee  on,     -  359 
"            communication  from  Mr.  S.  B.  ScliiefJelin  in  relation  to,    -  299 
'•            certain  moneys  received  as  a  fund  for  estabhshing  them,  3G0 
"                         "                 "         a  circular  in  relation  to  fund,         -  300 
"                         "                 "        report  of  Committee  in  relation  to,  359 
'•            resolution  of  S3Tiod  in  reference  to  the  establishing  of,      -  360 
'•            extracts  from  the  minutes  of  certain  Classes  in  relation  to,  39G 
"                     •'                           "                         action  upon,         -  454 
"            plan  for  the  establishment  and  sustaining  of,          -             -  455 
"            certain,  established,      -.---.  580 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  errors  in  their  printed  Minutes  noticed,            -  354 
"                     "         Stated  Clerk  directed  to  correspond  in  relation  to,  355 
"                     "         amount  of  contributions  from  the  cliurches  of,  -  417 
Particular  Synod  of  New- York  to  organize  Classes  in  India  and  at  Amoj*,  279,  280 
"                         "         reference  from,  in  relation  to  tlie  Hymn  Book,  354 
"                         "         amount  of  contributions  from  the  churches  of,  417 
"                        "        request  a  new  Particular  Synod  to  be  organ- 
ized,         -  448 
"                         "                 "                 .               "     action  upon,      450, 451 
'•                         "         authorize  a  Chassis  to  be  organized  in  India,  474 
Particular  Synods  recommended  to  connect  the  administration  of  the  Lords 

Supper  with  their  meetings,     -             -             -             -  420 

'•  to  send  up  abstracts  in  relation  to  answers  to  certain 

questions,    -             -             -             -             -             -  420 

"            subject  of  associating  religious  exercises  with  their  meetings,  448 

"                                     "                               "                    action  upon,  420 
"            question  whether  they  shall  be  conventional,  &c.,   sent 

down  to  Classes,    -  415 

"                         "                             reports  of  Classes  on,  received,  215 

"                           '•                                           report  of  committee  on,  575 

'•            Classis  of  Greene  propose  that  they  be  abolished,  -            -  51G 

"                          "                    "                    action  upon,            -         .  574 
"            to  embody  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  Classes  in 

their  reports  on  the  state  of  religion,      -             -             -  542 

Passaic,  Classis  of,  recommend  a  certain  person  as  a  beneficiary,             -  515 

"                        "                            "             recommendation  approved,  597 

Pastoral  Theology,  &c.,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Ludlow  elected  Professor  of,      -            -  272 

"  Lectures  on,  by  Dr.  Cannon,  importance  of  securing  them 

for  publication  by  the  Board  of  Publication,             -  613 
Pastors  of  churches  recommended  to  present  tlie  state  of  the  missions  of  the 

Church  to  their  people,             -             -  96 
"                        "            to  lay  the  claims  of  tlic  Board  of  Domestic 

Missions  before  tlieir  people,            -  100 
"                enjoined  to  take  up  collections  for  the  several  Boards  of 

the  Church,    -            -            -            -            -            -  106 

"  to  endeavor  to  increase  the  spirit  of  missions  in  their 

charges,    -             -             -             -             -             -  194 

"  enjoined  in  relation  to  catechetical  instruction,     -        364,  420 

"  "        to  comply  with  the  article  of  the  Constitution 

in  relation  to  preaching  on  the  Heidelberg 

Catechism,    -             -             -             -             -  420 

"                to  urge  upon  the  youth  the  claims  of  Foreign  Missions,  607 

Peck,  Mr.  T.  R.  G.,  dispensation  in  liis  favor  requested,               -             -  392 

"             ••                         "                     "         granted,           -             -           470,  471 

Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society,  communication  from  Secretary  of,           -  383 

Peoria,  Presbytery  of,  their  action  in  relation  to  the  Church  of  Brunswick,  3S 

'■                communication  from,  received,            -            -            -  143 

'■  "  action  upon,  -  -     143, 144 
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Permauent  Clerk,  office  of,  instituted,  -  -  -  -  '2,^ 

»  the  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Strong  appointed,  -  -  bin 

Philadelphia,  First  Church  of,  communication  from  Trustees  of,        -  -       298 

u  "        thanks  of  Synod  voted  for  their  kind  offer,    -  298 

Piedmont,  Vaudois  Church  of— see  Waldenses. 

Pitcher,  B.  P.,  recommended  for  a  dispensation,       -  -  -  -       574 

a  "  "  granted,  -  -  59b 

Plan  for  the  establishment  and  sustaining  of  parochial  schools,         -  -      455 

"    of  a  Church  Building  Fund, JJ« 

"     for  a  Sustentation  Fund,  -  -  '        .     '  ,    ^      "c        i  "       noo 

Porter  Rev.  B.  S.,  preaches  a  sermon  on  Domestic  Missions  before  bynod,         ly^ 
'  u  "  thanks  of  Synod  voted  to  him  for  the  same,       192 

"  communication  from,  as  one  of  the  delegates  to  German 

Ref.  Church,       31 G 

(,  (1  "  "  action  upon,  317-319 

Polhemus,  Rev.  A.,  elected  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly,        -  -       53t 

Poor,  Dr.,  Foreign  Missionary,  his  death  noticed,  -  '     o   oon   .nc   kit 

Prayer-meetings  held  during  sessions  of  Synod,  -     39,  146,  228,  320,  41b,  &^» 

"        for  colleges,  day  for,  to  be  observed,       -  -  '         .   "  til 

Preaching  of  Students,  resolutions  of  Board  of  Superintendents  m  relation  to,       ^95 

°    u  "  "  action  upon,       471 

Princeton  Seminary,  arrangements  for,  and  price  of  board  of  students  at,     -       589 

"  experience  of,  as  to  the  advantages  of  a  hall,  -  589 

Professoral  Fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  statement 

in  relation  to    -  -  -  •  "  'I, 

"  "    terms  of  the  transfer  of,  to  the  Board  of  Direction,      -  74 

»  "     of  Svnod,  state  of  the  subscriptions  to,    -  -  -       517 

Professorate,  reports  of  committees  on,  -  90,  188,  189,  271,  366,  466,  595 

"         Committee  on,  to  make  inquiry  in  relation  to  students  preaching,       6Mi 

u  II  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  selling  certain  stocks,       376 

Professorship,  Third,  amount  of  subscriptions  to,  collected,  -  -  ,'       ^^^ 

Professors  of  College  and  Seminary  requested  to  act  as  guardians  over  the 

beneficiaries,         -  -  -     1°^)  ^°^ 

"  "  Board  of  Education  to  secure  their  ser- 

vices to  visit  the  churches,       -  -       464 

u  "  invited  to  unite  in  the  celebration  of  the 

Lord's  Supper,        -            -            -  538 
Professors,  Theological,  requested  to  act  as  guardians  over  the  beneficiaries,       582 
"                    to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  regulation  of  the  Theologi- 
cal Hall,   592 

Professor  of  Biblical  Literature,  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell  appointed,     -  -  188 

"       of  Pastoral  Theology,  &c.,  Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow  appomted,      -  -       i^i 

"      emeritus,  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon  declared  to  be,         -  -  -  272 

"  "        means  for  the  support  of,  -  -  -  '      275 

Protestant  Review,  by  Dr.  Berg,  commended  to  the  patronage  of  the  churclies,     28b 

Publication,  Board  of.  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  practicabihty  of  estab- 

'  >  hshing  one,       382 

a  li  "  report  of,        -      480 

"  organized,  and  name  of,    -  -  -  -    488,  481 

"  Constitution  of,  -  -  -  "  "       Ya^ 

»  By-Laws  of,  referred  to  them,       -  -  -  4Ji 

"  members  of,  chosen,    -  -  -  -  491,  bl7 

"  '  Lemma  and  standing  Committee,  in  relation  to,  -      495 

authorized  to  issue  a  tract  on  the   support  of  the 

ministry,  -  -  -  -  '     .a-i   aAR 

"  collection  to  be  taken  up  in  their  behalf,         ^  493,  bib 

"  Treasurer  authorized  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  com- 

mittee in  relation  to,  -  -  "  "      ^^ 

"  authorized  to  issue  the  new  edition  of  the  Digest,  493 

"  requested  to  publish  Dr.  Scudder's  letters  addressed 

to  youth,  -  .  -  -  -  60( 


Publication,  Board  of,  1st  Annual  Report  of,  received  and  referred,              -  <ni 
"                Treasurer's  report  of,  received,      -            -            -  611 
"                expression   of   the    Synod's   pleasure    at    their   ef- 
forts, &c., «12,  61G 

"  their  action  in  the   appointment  of  an  Agent,  and 

location  of  Depository  approved,    -            -            -  612 

"                amount  of  pubUcations  by,             -             -             -  612 

"                their  plan  to  found  a  Library  approved,           -          612,  613 

"                        "        of  a  system  of  colportage  approved,            -  613 

"                        "        for  issuing  a  montlily  paper  approved,    -  614 
"                empowered  to  reprint  certain  Minutes  of  Synod,  and 

bind  up  copies  ofj   -             -             -             -             -  614 

"  plates  of  the  book  of  the  Constitution  to  be  passed 

into  their  hands,             ...             -  614 

"                 authorized  to  obtain  an  Act  of  Incorporation,              -  615 
"                all  the  pubUshing  operations  of  the  Church  vested  in 

them,     ------  615 

«                directed  to  publish  works  prepared  by  the  Sabbath- 
School  Board,          -             -             -             -             -  615 

"                 state  of  their  finances,       -             -             -             -  616 

"                 number  of  churches  contributing  to  their  funds,          -  616 
"                 mniual  collection  in  their  behalf  recommended,     -  616 
"                 the  perpetuating  of  works  puVtlished  by  them  com- 
mended to  benevolent  individuals,               -             -  61G 
"                the   expense  of  publishing  works  for  the  Sabbath- 
School  Board,  how  to  bo  met,         -             -             -  615 
Publication,  Presb.  Board  of,  history  of,              .            -            -            -    486,  487 
"                    the  arrangements  made  by  them  with  our  Board 

commended,  -            -            -            -            -  611 

Publication,  report  of  Committee  on,        -            -            -            -            -  611 

Q. 

Queen's  College,  charter  of,  -            -            -            -            -            -            -  111 

"              Act  relative  to,  passed  May,  1799,         -            -            -  US 

"               supplement  to  the  above  Act,          -             -             .             -  119 

"              name  of,  changed  to  Rutgers  College,    -            -            -  119 


Regeneration,  baptismal — see  Baptism. 

Religious  exercises  during  the  sessions  of  Synod,  39,  146,  228,  320,  416,  105, 
•^  380,  537 

"  "  "  Committees  in  relation  to,  39,  146,  228, 

320,  416,  380,  537 
"        newspaper — see  Neivspaper. 
Religion,  reports  of  Committees  on  the  state  of,         -      40,  146,  228,  320,  417,  538 
"       state  of,  in  the  churches,  -  -  40,  147,  229,  321,  417,  539 

"      revivals  of,  in  certain  churches,      -  -  -         147,  230,  539,  540 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  obtain  from  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  an  ac- 
count of  the  investments  of  the  Van  Benschoten 
and  Knox  Funds,       -  -  -  -  6,  73 

"  to  confer  with  Trustees  on  tho  relations  existing 

between  them  and  the  Synod,     -  -      ,      -  8 

"  "  referred  to  another  Committee,        8 

"  "  "        report  of,     -        77 

"  on  the  communication  of  tho  Trustees  of  the  Church 

of  Brunswick,  111.,     -      -      -  -  -  20 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  order  of  Deaconesses,        -  -  -        21 

on  Correspondence,        -  37, 143,  227,  317,  414-,  532 

on  the  State  of  Rehgion,      -     40,  146,  228,  320,  417,  538 

"  on  Synodical  Minutes,  -  G8,  175,  262,  354,  448,  573 

<•  ia  relation  to  the  reception  of  the  Classis  of  Holland,         68 

"  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  business,  69,  175,  262,  355. 

449,  574 

on  Education,  -  -  70  183,  267,  359,  454,  580 

on  the  Professorate,  90,  188,  189,  271,  273,  366,  466,  595 

"  on  Missions,  -  93,  193.  276.  371,  472,  599,  603 

on  the  Widows'  Fund,         -    101,  198,  283,  376,  479,  610 

"■  in  relation  to  estabhshing  a  church  at  Waterloo,    -       104 

"  to  assess  the  debt  of  the  Synod  on  the  Classes,  105 

on  Accounts,    -  -  108,  201,  288,  383,  496,  621 

'•  to  devise  a  svstem  for  the  Educational  operations 

of  the  Church,  .  -  -  -  178 

"  in  relation  to  the  preparation  of  a  tract  on  the 

education  of  young  men  for  the  muiistry,  -       183 

on  Rutgers  College,     -         -  -       185,  269,  365,  465 

"  on  the  subject  of  a  Rehgious  Newspaper,  -  -       284 

"  to  inquire  as  to  where  the  Missionary  Sermons  shall 

be  preached,  -  -  -  -  -  3(0 

'•  to  inquire  in  relation  to  omitm^  the  word  Dutch 

■  from  tlie  style  of  the  Church,       -  -  -       377 

"  in  relation  to  the  Hymn  Book,  -  -  -  380 

"  to  raise  funds  in  behalf  of  the  Waldensian  Synod,  _     412 

'=  to  revise  the  Liturgy,  -  -  -     _      ^51,  576 

'■  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  estabhshing  a 

Board  of  Pubhcation,  -  -  -  480 

"  on  the    subject    of   establishing    a    Sustentation 

Fund, 491,  609 

"  on  the  covenant  relations  between  the  Synod,  and 

Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  -  -  -  "Jt 

»  on  the  Chrisiian  lutelligencer,  -  -  -       284 

t-'  on  the  presentation  to  the  Synod  of  a  copy  of  the 

•' History  of  New- York,"       -  -  -  377 

"  on  communications  in  relation  to  the  Am.  Tract 

Society,  -  -  -  -  '  '       ^°^ 

"  to  prepare  a  German  Hymn  Book,         -  -  392 

"  on  the  Keio-Brunsivick  lievievj,         -  -  -       480 

"  in  relation  to  paying  expenses  of  delegates  from 

"Western  Classes,        -  -  -  -  ^94 

"  to  consider  the  propriety  of  extending  correspondence,  530 

"  to  draft  a  Minute  m  relation  to  the  North-Carolina 

Classis,    -  -  -  -  -  -       531 

'•  on  the  reports  of  the  Classes  in  relation  to  the  Con- 

stitution of  the  Particular  Synods,     -  -  575 

"  to  make  a  new  translation  of  the  Form  for  the 

Lord's  Supper,     -  -  -  -  '      ^t^ 

"  on  the  subject  of  Baptismal  Regeneration,        -  579 

"  on  Domestic  Missions,         -  -  ■  "       °^^ 

"  on  Foreign  Missions,     -  -  -  '  ^^^ 

"  on  the  Plan  of  a  Church  Buildmg  Fund,     -  -       607 

"  on  Publication,  -  -  -  ■  '  "■'■■'■ 

i:  ■  to  prepare  a  Mhiute  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Dr. 

Brodhead,  -  -  -  "  -       617 

Report  of  Delegates  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  35, 144,  226,  315 

"        to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  36,  145, 

316,  413,  532 

of  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  -  18,  128,  210,  296,  392,  511 

of  Direction  of  the  Corporation,  22,  131,  213,  299,  39  (,  516 
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Report  of  tlio  Standing  Conimittoo  on  Rutgers  College,  185,  269,  3G5,  465 

Resolution  appointing  a  Committee  to  confer  with  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  7-8 
■t  "  to  act  as  a  joint-committee  to  invest  the 

Van  Benschoten  Fuml,  -  -     7,  90 

11  "  in  reierence  to  the  relations  between  Sy- 

nod and  Trustees,  -  -  -  8 

"        autliorizing  Treasurer  to  pay  incidental  expenses  of  Superintendents,8,  9 
"        fixing  salary  of  Stated  Clerk  of  Board  of  Superintendents,  -  9 

"        authorizing  Treasurer  to  pay  expenses  of  certain  conmiittees,  9,  106,  493 
in  relation  to  publishing  Minutes,  -  9,  108,  201,  288,  384,  49G 

of  thanks,    9,  108,  192,  199,  2ul,  285,  288,  298,  377,  381,  384,  496,  497 
of  adjournment,         -  -  -  9,108,202,288,384,497 

"        in  relation  to  resignation  of  Rev.  R.  0.  Currie,         -  -  18 

"  "        to  the  order  of  Deaconesses,      -  -  -  -        21 

"  "        to  the  church  of  Brunswick,  -  -  -     38,  144 

11  "        to  transfer  of  churches  to  and  from  Presbyt.  Church,     39,  143 

"  "         to  Synodical  prayer-meetings,        -  -     39,  146,  228,  320 

"  "         to  the  reception  of  the  Classis  of  Holland,         -  -         69 

"        commending  the  state  of  the  Holland  emigrants  to  the  Board  of 

Missions,      -------  ^-^ 

instructing  Stated  Clerk  to  furnish  those  who  endow  scholarships 

with  copies  ol  the  Minutes,       -  -  -  -  -         <  1 

"        appointing  a  Committee  to  issue  tracts  in  relation  to  the  want  of 

ministers,  -  -  -  -  71 

I.  "  to  devise  a  more  efficient  system  of  edu- 

cational operations,  -  -  72 

"        urging  upon  Consistories  the  claims  of  the  Sabbath-School  Board,         72 
"        requiring  an  annual  detailed  statement  of  the  Van  Benschoten 

and  Knox  Funds,  -  -  -  -  "  -         75 

"        in  relation  to  the  design  of  chartering  Rutgers  College,  -  88 

••        aDUointing  a  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College,  and  pow- 

ers  of,  -------  bo-»J 

"        directing  the  collection  of  certaui  subscriptions  in  behalf  of  the 

Seminary,    -------  89 

"        in  relation  to  perfecting  the  deed  for  the  College  property,  -        89 

•  ■■  "  a  certain  legal  instrument,        -  -  89 

"        requesting  Trustees  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  cove- 
nant of  1807,     -------        89 

"        in  relation  to  the  importance  of  settling  differences  with  the  Trustees,      89 
"        in  commendation  of  Rutgers  College,  -  -  -  90 

"        in  relation  to  means  to  liquidate  the  debt  of  Synod,  -  91,  105 

"  "         to  arrearages  of  Classes  for  Minutes,  -  -  92 

to  Foreign  Missions,    -  -  96,  194,  279,  373,  474 

■■•  "  to  the  missions  at  Borneo  and  Amoy,  -  -         96 

"        approving  the  appointm^t  of  Rev.  Mr.  Garretsou  as  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  Board  of  Missions,  -  -  -  99 
"        in  relation  to  Domestic  Missions,               -            -            -  100,  197.  476 
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Rutgers  College,  Standing  Committee  on,  appointed,       89,  90,  186,  270,  365,  46G 
"  "  "  reports  of,         -      185,  269,  365,  465 

"  "  "         members  of,  to  be  classed,     -  -        90 

'*  prosperity  of,  advanced  by  harmony  between  the  Synod  and 

Trustees  of,       -  -  -  -  -  .  89 

"  recommended  to  the  churches,  -  -  -  -        9ft 

'•  scholarships  in,  how  to  be  constituted,  and  rights  of  the 

donors,  -----..   i86,  187 
•'  Charter  of — sec  Queen's  College. 

"  repairs  to  tlie  edifice,  .....       299 

"  communication  from  the  Librarian  of,  asking  an  appropriation,     365 

"  appropriation  in  behalf  of  the  Library  of,  granted,  -  368 

'•  offer  of  certam  individuals  to  build  a  chapel  for,        -  -      464 

"  "  "  action  upon.  470 

"  resolutions  of  Synod  in  relation  to  the  endowment  of,  -      465 

"  privilege  of  those  who  endow  tuition  scholarships  in,      -  468 


Sabbath-Schools,  growing  interest  in  the  Church  in, 

"  importance  of,  urged,    - 

Sabbath-School  Union,  Synod's  Board  of,  11th  Annual  Report  of,  received 
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"  "        its  claims  recommended  to  the  churches, 

"  "         members  of,  appointed,         -       72,  185,  269,  364,  464^  694 

"  "        collection  to  be  taken  up  annually  in  its  behalf,       -       106 

"  ''        number  of  schools  connected  with,  and  prospects  of,  267, 

268,  363,  461,  592 
"  "        their  Treasurer  directed  to  pay  a  certain  balance  to 

American  Sunday-School  Union,         -  -  365 

"  "        to  transmit  to  A.  Sunday-School  Union,  a  copy  of 

their  report,  .....       355 

'■  '■'        its  connection  with  the  A.  Sun. -School  Union  dissolved,  46:: 

"        professors  of  religion  among  the  scholars  and  teach- 
ers of  their  schools,      ....  593 
"                '■        state  of  their  Depository,      -            -            -            -      593 
"                "        amount  of  donations  made  by  them,        -            -            59?. 
"                "        certain  amendments  to  their  constitution  proposed 

and  adopted,         .....       593 
"  "        receipts  and  expenditures  of)  &c,,  -  -  594 

"  "        their  power  as  to  publishing  defingd,  -  -      615 

"        a  certain  resolution  authorizing  them  to  print  cer- 
tain works,  rescinded,  616 
"  "  "  "      reaffirmed,-         -  615 

"        the  Board  of  Pubhcation  directed  to  pubhsh  works 

prepared  by  them,  -  -  -  .615 

"to  bear  the  expense  of  publishing  certain  works,  and 

terms  of  sale  fixed,      ....  615 

Schenectady,  Classis  of,  apply  for  a  dispensation  in  behalf  of  W.  F.  Schwick,      516 
]|  "  "  "  "  action  upon,  597 

"  recommend  suitable  persons  as  beneficiaries,  -      516 

*'        •      "  "  "  "        action  upon,  597 

"  communication  from,  in  relation  to  baptismal  regene- 

ration,       516 
"  "  "  "  "    action  upon.     579 
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Schenck,  Rev.  John  W,  why  he  did  not  go  on  a  foreign  mission,  -  94 

"  "    Geora-e,  notice  of  his  death,  -  -  -  ■  " 

Schoharie  Classis  of,  memorial  from,  in  relation  to  paying  expenses  of  mem- 
ocuouaiie,  v^iaoo  a     ,  bers  of  Board  of  Supenntendents,    20 

K  11  "  •'         action  upon,  -  -  92 

Schodack,  action  in  relation  to  a  coUection  taken  up  in  the  Church  of,  for 

Widows'  Fund,  -  -  '.',.'  '      orl 

»        action  of  Board  of  Dnection  in  relation  to  this  coUection,        -  ^si* 

Scholarship,  "  James  Bogart,  Jr.,"  endowed,  "  "  "     „„    '      ogn 

"  "  Cuyler,"  endowed  by  Theodore  Cuyler,  Esq.,       -    _      299,  .00,  .60 

"        resolution  of  the  Board  of  Direction  in  relation  to,  61)0 

right  of  nomination  to  the  benefit  of,  in  whom  vested,      300 

"  »        notice  of  its  endowment,  '  '  '  '  lat 

"        "  Margaret  Ten  Eyck,"  endowed,  -  -  '  '507 

"         "Catahna  Ten  Eyck,"  endowed,  -  -  23,1214,300  397 

'^'°lf  ^'^^%rnt"reft  on,  paid  to  t'he  Treasurer  of  the  Board  ^f  Education,  '  214 

"  new  ones  endowed,  -  -  '     .       \       a      ■  ■     ' 

in  Rutgers  College,  how  they  may  be  constituted,  and  P^^J'        g^ 
leges  of  the  donors,  -  -  -  "  "  "arr 

"  tuition  in  Rutgers  CoUege,  privUeges  of,      -  -  " 

::  a  "  all  beneficiancs  to  be   entitled  to 

equal  benefit  with,  -  -      469 

Schools,  public,  recommendation  to  have  the  Bible  read  in,         -  -  360 

"      parochial— see  Parochio.l.  .„. 

"      pubhc,  of  Hudson,  iuvitation  to  visit  them,  -  -  -  ■      * 

"      of  New-Brunswick,  invitation  to  visit  them,        -  I  " -f 

Schieffehn  Mr.  S.  B.,  liis  donation  to  the  Board  of  Education,  for  a  specific 

'  purpose,  -  -  'i 

„  u  "      offer  of  further  donations,  183 

"              his  donation  to  establish  parochial  schools,          -  -      184 

communication  from,  in  relation  to  parochial  schools,  ^y» 

<'              recommended  to  foster  the  school  in  Holland,            -  ^^oi 

attention  of  Synod  called  to  his  donation  to  establish      ^ 

parochial  schools,         -            -            "  .          "  '      ^  _ 

"              communication  fi-om,  in  relation  to  education,            -  **° 

it                         "                         action  upon,            -             -  ~7-o 

"              his  additional  donation  for  educational  purposes,  -      4o8 

Schwick,  Mr.  W.  F.,  a  dispensation  in  his  favor  desired, '  '  '  iL 

II  "  "       granted,        -  -  ■  '       ^^' 

Scott,  Rev.  Dr.,  addresses  Synod  in  behalf  of  Rutgers  College,     -  _         -  465 

Scriver,  Mr.,  not  aUowed  to  continue  his  connection  with  the  Seminary,       -       ^la 
Schultz.  Rev.  J.  J.,  notice  of  his  death,  "  "  "  '  '  1 49 

Schermerhom,  Rev.  John  F.,  notice  of  his  death,     -  '  ■ .  ' 

dnection  to  the  Board  of  Corporation  m  rela- 
tion to  his  note,  -  -  '      ,    ."    , 
a                        "          communication  from  his  widow  in  relation  to 

his  indebtedness,      -  -  "  "       ^^* 

Schoonmaker,  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob,  his  death  noticed,  '  '  '  96 

Scudder,  Rev.  Dr.,  his  bereavements  noticed,  "  "  "  979  473 

"  prospects  of  the  mission  m  India  under  him,  -  -     -  ( »,  *  l^ 

congratulated  on  the  association  of  his  sons  with  him  in      ^^^ 

missionary  work,  -  -  "  "  '       371 

"  letter  from,  received,  -  -  ■  '     o>7o  37?; 

»  "  action  upon,  -         .   -  "  "^     '  I74 

"  authorized  to  organize  a  Classis  in  India,        -  -  *'^ 

notice  of  his  death,  -  -       ,,.■,.,'     j.  „P*^'  ^" 

Board  of  Publication  requested  to  pubhsh  his  lettei^  ad- 

dressed  to  youth,    -  -  ■  '  ' 
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Scudder,  Samuel  D.,  notice  of  his  death,       -  -  .  .  96  129 

"        John,  recommended  for  a  dispensation,  -  .  .  '  130 

"  granted,       -  .  .      190 

Joseph,  Rev.,  appointed  missionary  to  India,    -  -  .  279 

Mr.  Ezckiel,  a  certain  dispensation  granted  to  him.  -  -       392 

"         Jared  W.,  a  dispensation  granted  to  him,  -      '       .  .  392 

"         Mrs.  Wilham,  death  of,  noticed,      -  -  .  .  -       604 

Searle,  Rev.  Jeremiah,  preaches  a  sermon  before  Synod  -  -  123 

Seeber,  Rev.  S.,  his  death  noticed,    -  -  .     '       .  .  -       I49 

Smith,  Rev.  Dr.  A.,  copies  of  a  certain  sermon  of  his  received     -  -  286 

Smaller,  Rev.  Henry  W.,  action  of  the  North  River  Presbytery  in  receiving 

him,  complained  of,         -  -  .  .      415 

action  of  the  General  Assembly  in  relation  to  his 
„  ,  reccpl  ion  by  the  North  River  Presbytery,  533 

the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  in  his  case,  justi- 
fied, ---...    53^  535 
South-Bend,  state  and  prospects  of  the  Church  at     -  -  .  '    ga 

Southern  Africa,  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of;  letter  from,  received,  -  412 

.!  "  ",  "      printed,       '  -  -       498 

„  ,[  "      Committee  to  answer  it,  416 

„  ^^  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to,  received,    -  529 

„  II  correspondence  with,  resolved  upon,     -       536 

„  „  Committee  to  open  correspondence  with,     53T 

Qfor,^;.^  n         V4  -n  .      ^^^  addressed  in  relation  to,  by  Dr.  Adamson,  620 

btanding  Committee  on  Rutgers  College,  appointed,  -      90,  186,  270,  365,  465 

11  ;'  reports  of;   -  -       185,'  269,'  365,'  465 

„  members  of,  to  be  classed,         -  90 

,j  oil  tl^e  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  appointed,  -  -  7 

„.,,„,,,.      ^   ,  "  "      discharged,   -  -  90 

btatea  Uerk  directed  to  publish  Minutes,  -       9,  108,  201,  288,  384,  496  621 

to  furnish  those  who  have  endowed  scholarships  w'ith    ' 

copies  of  the  Minutes,  -  .  .  -        7l 

to  furnish  the  several  Classes  with  their  accounts  for 

Minutes  of  Synod,  -  -  .  .  99 

^0  send  circulars  to  the  Classes  m  relation  to  then-  as- 
sessments, -  -  .  .  .  -       107 
price  of  Minutes  left  to  his  discretion,          -            -            -  107 
"        directed  to  enlarge  the  statistical  tables,            -            -            -       149 
communication  from,  in  relation  to  proposed  changes  in  statis- 
tical tables,          -            -            .            .            .            .  212 

"        authorized  to  have  blank  notices  printed,  -  .  284  381 

to  write  to  Stated  Cleric  of  Par.  Synod  of  Albany  in  relation  to    ' 

errors  in  their  Minutes,    -  -  -  .  .  355 

a  copy  of  the  inscription  on  Dr.  Cannon's  monument  to  be  fur- 
nished to  him,  ---..._     .  gg 
autliorized  to  deliver  to  the  Board  of  Publication  certain  copies ' 
of  the  Minutes,     --....  gj^ . 

"        illness  of,  noticed,  ......       q^q 

an  assistant  to,  appomtod,  -  -  .  .  .  n^a 

Statistical  Tables,     -  .  .  .       43,150,234,327,421,513 

enlargement  0^  proposed,         -  -  .  -     130  354 

II  enlarged, '  ^49 

^^  Consistories  urged  to  make  them  more  full,       148   149  232  539 

'^  communication  from  Stated  Clerk  in  relation  to,     '     -'        '  212 

the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion,  remarks  of  in  rela- 
tion to,  -  -  .  .  .  .'  .       323 
Stebbins  Miss  Maria,  certain  papers  received  from  her,  -            -         131,  213,  574 

c;x„„i„  -D       Ttr    ,  •  "  "  action  upon,     175,  213,  575 

Steele,  Rev.  W.,  his  return  from  Borneo,  noticed,      -  -  -         '  .  41,  94 

sympathy  of  Synod  with  him  in  his  impaired  health,     -  105 
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S«ele,  Eev.  W.,  introduced  «  S,n„d^_^  ^^^  ^-       _^^  -^  ^^^^^^         ;„^  .    " 

;.    Eev.  J.  B'tUmic^Uon  from,  in  relation  to  Don.«t,c  M,j,on,,  ^^^^  JU 
Stout,  Nelson,  Btodent  in  Seminary  notice  ofl,iadei.tl,-  ■  '     _      f^ 

*»^-'^7-"'-«^«\7;SSV°eZtnrS'-'*     -  -  f;^ 

iSSoTCS  r;,Sl.tlSon.,^power  to  a„t.o..e  t.ena  to 

preach  m  the  churches  .'  -  _  ,  x-      •    ^„ 

the  expediency  of  rescinding  a  certain  resolution  m  re- 

iS  to  their  preachinc,,  proposed  to  be  considered,      36G 
M  "  "  action  upon,  -      .      '  ,     ,    tea 

the  subject  of  their  preaching  left  to  the  Superintendents,  369 
«  small  number  of,  lamented,      :    ^    .   '       ..'  .    x,,.;- 

resolutions  of  the  Superintendents  m  rclaUonJo  their      _^^_ 

,,  11  action  upon,  471 

Superintendents  of  Theological  Seminary  their  incidental  expenses  to  be  paid,  8,  9 

^      "  salary  of  their  Stated  Clerli,  -     ^^    '  _  „,„   <,„(.  oqo   511 

their  reports  received  and  referred,        18,  128,  2  0,  296,  o92,  511 

members  of.  present  and  absent,      -     18,  128,  210,  296,  .93,  5  2 

"         vacant  seats  of,  reported,    20  m    2       297   .94  514 

;:  tZl-^  frSlassis-of  Sch-olarie  in'reUn  to'  pa^^g 

lutuiui  a  ^^^^  expenses  of  members  ot,     il> 

,,  u  "  action  upon,  -  "       92 

vacancies  in  the  Board  of,  filled,  -  90.191.^0,366,466,595 
aSn  upon  a  memorial  to  pay  the  expenses  of  members  of;  92 
rppoLed  a  Committee  to  examine  quaUfications  of  bene-      ^^^ 

peSns  fe'commended^by  them  as -suitable  beneficiaries,  2R  297^, 

whether  they  have  power  to  authorize^the  Students  t^o^J^  ^^^ 

the'r'aSntion  cal'led  to  the  former  action  of  Synod  in  re-    '  ^^^ 

.iTe^tirsKa^^^^^  395 

?S  Reference  to  Synod  in  relation  to  recomme.dat^n^^^^^      ^^^ 

,1  a  "        action  upon  these,    471 

ii  take  measures  to  erect  a  Theological  Hall,  -  513,  585 

refer  the  subject  of  the  Library  to  tbe^Synod, -^^^^^  -^^^^_     ^^^ 

.''  communication  from  the  Committee  of,  ^o  I'ecdve  Stude^^^^^^^^ 

in  relation  to  the  reception  of  benehcianes,  oio 

='  "  action  upon,  -  "  '  ^qo 

Committee  of,  empowered  to  recommend  benefieiaries  592 

Etatemeut  of  a  Committee  of,  m  relation  to  a  Theologic^^^^  ^^^ 

time^of  their  meeting  proposed  to  be  altered,-  -            511 

„                                .'                  subject  referred  to  the  Board,  J^° 

Sustentation  Fund,  subject  of,  referred  to  the  Synod,       -            -  ;            ^^^ 

"               report  of  Committee  upon,      -             "  .qo 

Board  of  Missions  to  consider  and  report  upon  it.  *»^ 

plan  of,  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Missions,         -  -       o^« 

^             »                report  of  Committee  upon,  -            J"» 

certain  resolutions  in  relation  to,  submitted,        -  -        ^^ 

Summary  YiewoftheRef  Dutch  Church  for  1850.         -,-.--.       i^ 
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Summary  View  of  the  Ref.  Dutch  Church  for  1852,  -           -           -            261 

"                                 "                          1853,  -             -            -       353 

1854,  -  -             -             447 

1855,  -  -            -       572 
Synodical  Minutes,  reports  of  Committees  on,     -  68,  175,  262,  354,  448,  573 


T. 

Talmage,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  return  to  China  noticed,        -            -            -            -  93 

"  letter  from,  in  relation  to  the  Mission  at  Amoy,  -     277,  278 

"              his  labors  at  Amoy,         .            .            .            .            .  473 

Tamuls,  account  of  the  Missions  among,  -            ....  473 

Taylor,  Mr.,  means  for  the  payment  of  his  arrearages  of  salary  as  teacher  of 

the  Holland  Academy,  ....  457^  453 

"            liabilities  to,  reduced,            .....  531 
"    Dr.,  his  services  during  the  illness  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of 

the  Board  of  Missions,             -            -            -            -            -  47S 

Ten  Eyck,  Mr.  Jacob  H.,  pays  certain  moneys  to  endow  scholarships,     -  397 

"  Miss  Margaret,  notice  of  her  legacy  to  endow  scholarships,        458,  467 

Temperance  State  Convention,  invitation  to  attend,  received,            -            -  619 

"                "            resolution  in  relation  to,  619 

Thanks  of  Gen.  Synod  returned  to  families  at  Schenectady,       -            -  9 

"                        "        to  Consistory  of  R.  D.  C.  of  Schenectady,  -  9 

"        to  the  families  of  Poughkeepsie,           -  108 

"        to  Ministers  and  Consistories  in  Poughkeepsie,  108 

"                         "         to  families  in  Albany,         ...  2OI 

"                        "        to  Ministers  and  Consistories  in  Albany,  201 

"                        '■        to  families  in  Williamsburgh,    -            -  288 

"  "        to  Minister  and  Consistory  of  Church  in 

Williamsburgh,                -             -             -  288 

''                        "        to  Consistory  of  3d  Church  in  Philadelphia,  384 

"                        "        for  hospitalities  received  in  Philadelphia,  384 

"        to  certain  public  institutions  in  Philadelphia,  384 

"to  Pastor  and  Consistory  of  the  Church  in 

Hudson,  .....  496 
"  for  hospitalities  received  in  Hudson,  -  496 
"  '  "  to  the  proprietors  of  certain  papers,  -  497 
"  "  to  Rev.  E.  S.  Porter  for  his  sermon  on  Do- 
mestic Missions,  ...  192 
"  "  to  Rev.  J.  Mesick,  for  certain  Books,  -  199 
"                        "        to  the  1st  Church  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 

offer  of  their  building,            -             -  298 
"                        "        to  J.  R.  Brodhead  for  a  copy  of  his  History 

"                        "            of  New-York,     -            -            -            -  377 

'•                        "        to  the  Directors  of  the  Acad,  of  Fine  Arts,  381 

"                        "        to  the  Director  of  the  U.  S.  Mint,         -  381 

"                        "        to  Dr.  Ducachet,     -            -            -            -  382 
"        to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 

of  New-Brunswick,  -             -             -  618 

"        to  the  families  in  New-Brunswick,              -  622 
"                        "        to  the  Pastor  and  Consistory  of  the  2d  R. 

D.  Church  of  New-Brunswick,          -  622 
"                        "        to  the  Pastor  and  Consistory  of  the  1st  R. 

D.  Church  of  New-Brunswick,  -            -  622 

"        to  various  associations  and  societies,     -  622 

Theological  Hall,  the  necessity-and  propriety  of;  urged,           -            613,  584,  691 

"               measures  for  the  erection  of;  by  the  Superintendents,        -  513 
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Theological  Hall,  Committee  to  procure  the  erection  of  one,  appointed     -  513 

^„  '  u  '^  report  ox,  received,  and  referred,  515 

„  (i  "  action  of  Synod  on,  591 

"  statement  of  Committee  of  Superintendents  in  relation  to,  584-590 

"  description  of  the  one  proposed  to  be  erected,        -  -      5»o 

«  grant  of  Collegiate  Church  in  favor  of,  -  -  5»^ 

«'  proposed  site  of;     -  "      .       '  '  '  ^o^   Jan   kqi 

"  reasons  for  the  proposed  erection  of,     -  -        58^,  ^J^^,  ^J\ 

"  advantages  of,  in  point  of  expense  to  students,      -  58b,  5»y 

"  economy  of  investment  of  money  in,    -  '      ,    .' 

change  of  action  of  Consistory  of  New-York,  in  relation  to 

their  grant  in  behalf  ot,         -       5«8 
u  11  insuEBciency  of  their  proposed  aid,     589,  590 

'i  information  in  relation  to,  from  other  institutions,         -  589 

"  plan  for  the  erection  of,  approved,  -  -  ■       ^^^ 

"  Committee  to  take  measures  for  the  erection  ot,  -     591,  »»* 

Theological  Faculty  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  regulation  ol      59- 

Theological  Seminary,  condition  of,     -  "  "    .      ,f  \ll^^in 'oor 'oVf'' 

"  names  and  number  of  students  m,  19,  128,  210,  296,  oJ. 

2  (3,  512 
examination  of  students  in,  19,  129,  211,  297,  394,  514 

u  the  increase  of  the  number  of  students   in,  urged 

upon  the  churches,  -  -  '(.'■, 

n  members  of  Senior  class  recommended  for  professoral 

certificates,      -  -  19,  129,  211,  297,  394,  514 

"  sermons  preached,   and  addresses  made,  19,  129,  211,  29t, 

394,  514 

"                    health  of  students  in,  -            -            -            \    .       "  on 
petition  from  Students  in,  for  better  accommodations,  20 
n                    '■                u                         "                 action  in  relation  to,  92 
»                    Board  of  Direction  to  collect  all  subscriptions  in  behalf  of,  89 
,t                    tjie  state  of  the  Foreign  Missions  particularly  com- 
mended to  the  students  of,            -            -            -  9^ 
»                     Missionary  spirit  and  piety  among  the  students,         120,  buo 
want  of  exegetical  books  and  other  conveniences  m 

lecture-rooms,      -  129 

(I                                <!                        "        referred  to  Synod,          129,  130 

,(                                a                        "        money  appropriated  for  it,  190 
appeal  to  the  students  in,  to  consider  the  claims  of 

the  heathen,          -            -            -            ■  ^.^  .  '  ,qq 

"                    Rev.  Dr.  Campbell  appointed  Professor  of  Bib.  Lit.  m,  1»8 

u                   Rev.    Dr.   Ludlow   appointed   Professor  of  Pastoral  ^_^ 

Theology,  &c.,  in,         -            -        „    '    ^,       '      r  ' ' ' 
"                    rule  requiring  $1  from  the  students  of,  for  the  use  ot 
library,  repealed,  -             -             -             "■,,.," 

the  claims  of  Foreign  Missions  to  be  presented  to  the  ^^^ 

students  of,      -             -             '             '             '  ,  ^ 

"                     German  students  in,  -             -             -             '             '  »S12 
"                    death  of  a  member  of,  noticed,      -            -        ^   ',     , 
"                    the  propriety  of  separating  the  library  of;  from  that  ot 

•  the  College,            -  5-i--> 

,1                               u                    "                referred  to  Synod,  -  513 

I,                               u                    "                action  of  Synod  upon,  597 
«'                    Students  in,  complain  of  the  price  of  Uving  at  New- 

Brunswick,     -  -  "  .    ,  tt',,    toe 

u  <'  request  the  erection  of  a  Theological  Hall,    585 

measures  for  the  erection  of  a  Theological  Hall  for 

the  accommodation  of;  -  -  ■  .  '        ,    e,, 

the  change  of  closing  the  Theological  year  m,  proposed,   511 

«  »     subject  referred  to  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  598 
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Tlieological  Seminary,  tlireo  of  the  students  of,  to  engage  in  Foreign  Missions,    606 
Thousand  Isles,  state  of  the  Mission  at,         -  -  -  -  -        98 

Tomb  over  the  remains  of  Professor  Cannon — see  Cannon. 

Tract  on  the  education  of  young  men  for  the  ministry,  report  of  Committee  on,  183 
"    on  the  subject  of  the  support  of  the  ministry,  Board  of  PubUcation  to 

issue  one,  .......        ^  492 

Treasurer  of  General  S3Tiod  authorized  to  pay  incidental  expenses  of  the 

'•  Board  of  Superintendents,  -  -  -  -      8,  9 

"  to  pay  expenses  of  Committee  to  confer  with  Trustees 

of  Rutgers  College,        ....  9 

annual  reports  of,         -  -     24,  134,  216,  302,  399,  518 

authorized  to  pay  expenses  of  Committee  on  the  cove- 
nant relations  between  the  Synod  and  the  Trustees 
of  Eutgers  College,        ....   106,107 

"  authorized  to  pay  expenses  of  Missionary  preachers,  197, 198 

"  authorized  to  pay  bills  for  repau-s  incurred  by  Dr.  Yan 

Yranken,    -.-..-       274 
"  authorized  to  pay  travelling  expenses  of  the  President 

of  Synod,  .....  376 

'■  authorized  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  Committee  in  re- 

lation to  the  Board  of  Publication,  -  -      493 

"  to  return  certain  moneys  to  the  Board  of  Education,        581 

Treasurer  of  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  reports  of,  received,  93, 192,  276, 472,  598 
"  Foreign  Missions,  reports  of^  received.  93,  192,  276,  472,  599 

"  Education,  reports  of,  received,     70,  178,  267,  359,  454,  580 

'•  "         to  pay  expenses  of  applicants,  -  -  182 

"  "  interest  on  the  scholarship  paid  to  him,    -       214 

"        of  Rutgers  College,  detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  Tan  Benschoten  Fund 
for  several  years,  received  from  him,  -        76. 

"  requested  to  furnish  an  annual  similar  statement,    75 

Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  report  of  Committee  appointed  to  obtain  a  de- 
tailed account  from  them,  in  relation  to  the  Yan  Ben- 
schoten and  Knox  Funds,  and  to  settle  questions  of  dif- 
culty  between  them  and  the  Synod,  and  action  of  Synod 
thereon,      -  -  -  -  -  -  6, 8 

.    "  their  action  in  relation  the  above  Committee,       -  -  7 

"  Committee  to  confer  with  them,  in  reference  to  funds  in 

their  hands,  7,  8 
"  "  "  "  report  of;  -  -  73 

"  "to  act  with  them  in  relation  to  investments 

of  the  Yan  Benschoten  Fund         -  -  7 

'•        to  confer  with  them  on  the  relations  subsist- 
ing between  them  and  the  Synod,    8 
•■  "  report  o^  -  -  -        77 

"  statement  in  relation  to  funds  of  Synod  in  their  hands,      73,  74 

'•  their  Treasurer  to  furnish  annually  a  statement  of  the 

Yan  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,  in  a  particular  form,        75 
history  of  the  covenants  made  between  them  and  the 

General  Synod,      -  -  -  -  -        78,  80 

their  view  of  the  covenant  relations  between  them  and 
the  Synod,    '   -  -  -  -  -  -         81 

present  existing  covenant  relations  between  them  and 

the  Synod, -        81, 82 

statement  in  relation  to  the  deed  given  by  them  for  the 

College  grounds,  &c.,    -  -  -  -  85,  86 

requested  to  comply  with  a  certain  provision  in  the  cove- 
nant of  1807,  ....  -  89 
■'              importance  of  an  harmonious  connection  between  them 

and  the  General  Synod,  -  -  -  -        89 
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Trastees  of  Rutgers  College,  confidence  of  Synod  in,      -  "       ^'  ^^ 

"  document  from,  to  render  perfect  the  deed  for  CoUege 

grounds,  &c.,    -  -  -  "  '  '       ''? 

elect  Dr.  Van  Vranken  their  Professor  of  Theology,   -  270 

communication  from  a  Committee  of,  in  relation  to  the 
mode  of  admitting  beneficiaries  to  the  Van  Benschoten 

Fund, f  ^^ 

action  upon,       -  •  -  -  .  469,  470 

requested  to  place  all  beneficiaries  on  equal  footing  with 

those  on  the  tuition  scholarships  in  Rutgers  College,  _        469 
directed  to  collect  the  arrears  of  interest  due  on  certain 

bonds, -      469 

requested  to  transmit  a  statement  in  relation  to  the  Van 
Benschoten  Fund  in  a  certain  form,  -  -  ■*''0 

u. 

Ulster  Classis  of,  present  a  complaint  in  relation  to  a  breach  of  the  articles 

of  correspondence  with  the  Gen.  Assem.  ofPresbit.  Church,  414 

"  actioa  of  Synod  upon,  -  -  -  -       415 

"  action  of  the  General  Assembly  in  relation  to,     -  533 

'«  their  action  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Smuller,  justified,     534,  535 

Union  Theological  Semmary,  arrangements  at,  for  accommodation  of  students,    589 

"  '»  "  prices  of  board  of  students  of,        -  -  589 

V. 

Van  Benschoten  Fund,  report  of  Committee  to  call  on  Trustees  of  Rutgers 

College  for  a  detailed  statement  in  relation  to,        C 
1'  "  action  of  Synod  upon,  -  -  6-8 

'*  Committee  to  act   with  a  similar  Committee  of  the 

Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  to  invest  the  Funds,  &c.,  -        7 
"  statement  in  relation  to,        -  -  -  *      "^3, 596 

"  detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of,         76 

"  number  of  beneficiaries  supported  by,  -  92,191,274 

"  interest  on  certain  investments  ofj  not  paid,       -  -        92 

"  vacancies  in  the  beneficiaries  on,  to  be  reported  to  Board 

of  Superintendents,  -  -  '       ,     '«.    .     iqo 

"  when  recommendations  of  beneficiaries  on,  to  take  effect,    18^ 

"  communication  from  Trustees  in  relation  to  the  mode  of 

receiving  beneficiaries  upon,      464 
li  I'  "    action  upon,  -  -  469,470 

"  statement  of  the  securities  of,  received,         -  -  469 

"  Trustees  directed  to  collect  the  arrears  of  interest  due 

on  certain  bonds,  -  -  -    _         "       469 

«  "    requested  to  transmit  a  statement  in  relation  to, 

in  a  certain  form,   -  -  -  *  4(0 

"  attention  of  Synod  called  to  a  supposed  conflict  in  rela- 

tion to  the  recommendation  of  beneficiaries  upon,       -       al4 
"  Bequest  Committee  to  inquhe  whether  its  terms  are 

comphed  with,     -  •j59 

i:  ii  "    report  in  relation  to,     -      363 

Van  Benschoten,  Rev.  Ehas,  communication  containing  his  bequest  read    104,  199 

284,  3(6,  480,  bJo 
Van  Cleef,  Rev.  C,  preaches  a  sermon  before  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  514 
Vandervoort,  Rev.  J.  C,  his  death  noticed,         '  '  '  '  iao 

Vandervolgen,  Rev.  I.,  notice  of  his  death,  -  •,,,".    ,.     "  ^\a  ^nt 

Van  Dalsen,  Mr.  W.  H.,  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  New- York  m  his  case,      17b,  177 
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Van  Der  Mculen,  communication  from,  in  relation  to  the  beneficiaries  from 
the  Classis  of  IloUand,  -------     516,  581 

Van  Liew,  Kcv.  J.  C,  preaches  a  sermon  in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions,    -      472 
Van  Nest,'  Abraham,  elected  Tresident  of  Board  of  Corporation,  34,  142,  225,  314, 
^  411,  529 

pays  the  principal  of  his  subscription  to  the  third  pro- 
fessorship, -----     214,  274 

Van  Raalte,  Rev.  A.  C,  communication  from,  in  relation  to  Classis  of  Hol- 
land,        130,  147 
"  "  ■'  action  upon,     -       149 

"  recommends  certain  young  men  as  beneficiaries,  396 

Van  Sant\'Oord,  Rev.  C.  S.,  delivers  an  address  to  the  students  of  the  Semuiary,  297 
Van  Vechten,  Rev.  Jacob,  D.D.,  preaches  a  sermon  before  Synod,   -  -        13 

Van  Vranken,  Rev.  Dr.,  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  requested  to  call  him 
as  Professor  of  Theology  in  Rutgers  College,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  covenant  of  1807,       -  -^89 

•'  report  of  Standing  Committee  in  relation  to,    -  -      135,136 

"  communication  from,  in  relation  to  certain  repairs  to  College,  213 

••  Treasurer  authorized  to  pay  bills  for  repairs  presented  by  hun,  274 

•'  elected  Professor  of  Theology  in  Rutgers  College  by  the 

Trustees,  -  -  -  -  -  -       270 

Van  Wvck.  Mr.  Charles,  proprietor  of  Christian  Intelligencer,  communica- 
tion received  from,       213 
"  '•  action  upon,       -       284 

entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Church,  -  -  285 

Van  Zandt,  Rev.  A.  B.,  delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  Presby- 
terian Church,    -  -  -  -       227 

•■  "  ••      copies  of  certain  minutes  and  reports  pre- 

sented by  him,  -  -  -  227 

Vermilyea,  Rev.  Dr.  T.,  preaches  a  sermon  m  behalf  of  Foreign  Missions,     -       599 
Voorhies,  Lucas  I.,  communication  from  the  executors  of  his  will  in  relation 

to  a  bequest  made  by  him,       515 
"  "  •'  •'  action  of  Synod  upon,      596 

w. 

"Waldenses,  measures  devised  for  the  endowment  of  a  Professorship  in  theu' 

College, 373 

•'  ^  report  of  Committee  to  raise  funds,  -  -  412 

•'  "  "  action  upon,        415,  416 

letter  from  the  Table  of  the  Synod  of  the  Church  of,  received,    -      412 
•'  "  "  "  printed,  501 

"  clauns  of,  commended  to  the  liberality  of  the  churches,     415,  416,  537 

■■  report  of  Committee  to  raise  funds  in  their  behalf,     -  -    412,537 

correspondence  with,  resolved  upon,       -  .  -  -      536 

"  Committee  to  open  correspondence  with,       -  •  -  537 

"  commended  to  the  liberal  consideration  of  the  churches,  -      537 

•'  receipt  of  money  sent  from  R.  D.  Church,  acknowledged,      -    536,  537 

Waterloo,  statements  in  relation  to  the  estabhshing  a  church  at,  made  to  Synod,  104 
"  "  "        report  of  a  Committee  upon,     104 

Warner,  Rev.  A.  H.,  delivers  an  address  to  the  students  of  the  Seminary,  -       129 

Wells,  Rev.  Dr.  Ransford,  his  report  as  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly 

of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  -  -  -  -  -  -      413 

Westerlo,  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  late,  donation  from  his  family,  of  books  to  the 

Library  of  Seminary,        -  -    211,  273 

"  "  Dr.  Wyckoff  appointed  to  receive  them,      212 

•'  •'  suitable  acknowledgment  of      -  211,  273 

Westchester,  Classis  of,  reference  from,  in  relation  to  the  statistical  tables,  -      573 
"  "  "  referred,  -  -  -  -  574 

"  "        reference  from,  m  relation  to  the  Form  for  Baptism,  -      573 

•'  "  "         action  upon,  -  -  -     SH,  579 
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"Widows'  Fund,  state  of,    22,  101,  132,  198,  214,  283,  300,  3T6,  39t,  4^9,  517,  610 
"  reports  of  Committees  on,  -  101,198,283,376,479,610 

"  churches  which  have  taken  up  collections  in  behalf  of,         101,  479 

"  number  of  subscribers  to,  and  payments  of^  -  -     101,479 

'•  importance  of  urged,  ....     102,214,479 

"  confidence  of  the  Synod  in,  -  -  -  .  103 

"  regret  that  any  subscribers  sliould  withdraw  from  it,  -       103 

"  ministers  urged  to  become  subscribers  to  it,        -  -  103 

"  Board  of  Direction  empowered  to  employ  an  agent  in  behalf  of,   103 

"  "  appoint  an  agent  in  behalf  of,  -     132,214 

"  churches  recommended  to  contribute  to  its  increase,  -       199 

"  action  in  relation  to  a  contribution  to,  by  the  Church  of 

Schodack,   ----..       199 
"  "      of  Board  of  Direction  in  relation  ta  the  above,       -  214 

"  efforts  to  increase  it  urged,    -  -  -  -  .       214 

"     .       Classes  recommended  to  appoint  agents  in  behalf  of,        -  283 

"  amount  added  to  the  principal  of,      -  -  -  -       517 

"  a  certain  Tract  upon,  issued  by  the  Board  of  Publication, 

presented  and  approved,  ....  610 

WiUiamson,  Eev.  George  R.,  notice  of  his  death,      ....      325 
Wisconsin,  Classis  of,  a  delegate  from,  admitted  as  member  of  Synod,     -  619 

"Wolff,  Rev.  "W.,  dispensation  requested  in  his  belialf,  -  -  -       392 

"  "  "  granted,       -    '        -  470 

Wyckoff,  Dr.  Isaac  N.,  preaches  a  sermon  in  behalf  of  Foreign  Missions,      -        93 
"  "  his  mission  among  the  Hollanders  in  the  "West,  95 

"  "  preaches  a  sermon  before  the  Board  of  Superin- 

tendents, .....       394 

'•      Rev.  A.  "V.,  notice  of  his  death,  ....  325 

"      Rev.  Theodore  F.,  notice  of  his  death,        ....      541 

Y. 

Yates,  Dr.  John  A.,  his  death  noticed,  -  -  -  -  -        42 

Tonkers,  Church  of,  communication  from,  in  relation  to  their  being  set  off 

to  the  Classis  of  "Westchester,       130 

"  "  action  upon,  -  -  175 

Young,  Mr.  Isaac,  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  34,  142,  225,  314, 

411,  529 

"  "  reports  of  as  such,  24,  134,  216,  302,  399,  518 

Youngblood,  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  their  return  from  China  noticed,  -        41,  94 

"  "        sympathy  of  SjTiod  with  him  in  his  impau-ed  health,        105 

Young  men  looking  forward  towards  the  ministry  to  consider  the  claims  of 

the  heathen,  ......     194^  279 

Young  Men's  Cliristian  Association  of  New-Brunswick,  thanks  returned  to 

them  for  their  invitation,   -  -  -  -  -  -  -       618 

Youth,  Catechetical  instruction  of — see  Catechetical. 

"     pastors  to  urge  upon  them  the  claims  of  Foreign  Missions,  -  007 

z. 

Zabriakie,  Eev.  John  L.,  notice  of  his  death,  -  -  -  -      149 
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ACTS  AND  PUOCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  Extra  Session  in  the 
City  of  Schenectady,  on  Wednesday,  the  Twenty-second  day 
OF  August,  in  the  Year  .  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-nine.  The  Session  continued  from  the 
Twenty-second  to  the  Twenty-fourth  day  of  August,  in- 
clusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 


ARTICLE  I. 

opening    of    synod. 
The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten, 
D.  D.,  the  oldest  minister  present. 

ARTICLE  II. 

members    present. 

FROWI   THE   PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF   NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  C/assis  0/ iVew- For^.— Rev.  Abel  T.  Stewart.  Mder— 
John  Delamater. 

2.  From  the  South  Classis  of  New-  York. — 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New- Brunswick. —Rev.  Aaron  A.  Marcellus, 
George  J.  Van  Neste.     Flders — 

4.  Fro7n  the  Classis  of  Bergen.— Rev.  James  Bomeyn,  Benjamin  C. 
Taylor,  D.  D.,  and  William  J.  R.  Taylor.     Flders— 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus.—Rer.  Willielmus  Eltinge,  D.  D. 

Flders — 
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6.  From  the  South  Classis  of  Long  Island. — Rev.  Maurice  W. 
Dwight,  D.  D.,  R.  Ormiston  Currie.  Elders — Charles  Lott,  Adriance 
Van  Brunt. 

7.  From  the  North  Classis  of  Long  Island. — Rev.  William  R.  G-ordon. 
Flder — John  Fowler. 

8.  Fro7?i  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. — Rev.  John  Van  Liew.  Fl- 
der — John  Kline. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. — Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Van 
Cleef.     Elders — 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Passaic.     Eldei's — 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Illinois. — Rev.  N.  D.  Williamson. 

12.  From  the  Classis  of  Hudson. — Rev.  John  S.  Himrod,  John  G. 
Johnson.*     Elder — George  P.  Philip. 

FROIVI    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF   ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. — Rev.  John  A,  Lansing,  Philip  Pelts, 
David  A.  Jones.     Elders — Teunis  Van  Vechten,(a)  William  C.  Miller. 

2.  Frojn  the  Classis  of  Ulster. — Rev.  John  C.  F.  Hoes,  Thomas  Q. 
Strong.     Elders — Jacob  Burhans,  Elijah  AUiger. 

3.  Fro7n  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. — Rev.  William  Bailey,  Elbert  Ne- 
vius.     Elders — 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington. — Rev.  John  Dubois, (&)  Henry- 
Morris.*     Elders — 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. — Rev.  James  Murphy,  D.  D., 
Garret  L.  Roof.     Elders — 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. — Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  Jacob  West. 
Elders — Jacob  Settle,  Ralph  Manning. 

V.  From  the   Classis  of  Schenectady. — Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten, 


*  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

(a)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  firsl:  day  of  the  session,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  secundus,  the  Elder,  Jacob  Lansing,  on  the  second  day  of  the 
session. 

(b)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
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D.   D.,  Wmiam  P.  Dayis,^  Cornelius  S.  Mead.t     ^Mer-Stephen  H. 
Johnson. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuffa.-B.ey.  James  V.  Henry.  Mder— 
Lewis  J.  Hasbrouck. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange.^ev.  SamuelW.Mills.     Mders- 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Cheene.     J^ZcZe/— Elijah  Blackmar. 

11.  Fro7n  the  Classis  of  Michigan. — 

12  From  the  Classis  of  Watervliet.-Bey.  io\mY.  ^chexva^\^orn, 
Oscar  H.  Gregory,!  William  Pitcher.  ^/im-Clarkson  1.  Crosby, 
Martin  Van  Olinda,  Charles  Easton.g 

ARTICLE  III. 

MODERATORS. 

The  President  and  Adsessor  of  the  General  Synod  being  absent,  the 
Synod  proceeded  to  elect  persons  to  fill  their  places.  On  counting  the 
ballots  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen,  viz.  -.-Jacob  Van 
Vechten,  President ;  and  Rev.  John  C.  F.  Hoes,  Adsessor.  The  Rev. 
William  R.  Gordon  and  Thomas  C.  Strong  acted  as  Clerks. 


ACTS  OF  THE  SYNOD. 

The  circular  issued  by  the  President  calling  an  extra  meeting  of  the 
General  S>mod  was  read,  from  which  it  appeared  that  he  had  convened 
the  Synod  on  a  constitutional  application  received  by  him  for  the  fol- 
lowing purposes,  viz. : — 

"  To  receive  and  act  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
call  upon  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  for  a  detailed  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds  ; 

"  Also  to  receive  and  act  upon  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  con- 
fer with  1  Committee  of  the  said  Board  of  Trustees,  to  reduce  to  form 

H  Succeeded  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day  of  the  session  by  his  secundus. 
Rev.  A.  .T.  Swits. 

t  Succeeded  on  the  scco7id  day  of  the  session  by  his  secundus,  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Raymond. 

*  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

§  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
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the  present  covenant  relations  existing  between  the  General  Sjmod  and 
the  said  Board  of  Trustees  ; 

"  And  to  take  measures  for  definitively  settling  all  questions  of  differ- 
ence between  the  Synod  and  the  Tmstees,  in  reference  to  the  Synod's 
right  and  title  to  the  College  lot  and  edifice,  and  to  certain  funds 
claimed  by  them." 

ARTICLE  III. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Fisher,  the 
President  of  Synod,  stating  that  he  would  not  be  present  at  this  ses- 
sion of  the  Synod,  in  consequence  of  affliction  by  the  death  of  one  of 
the  members  of  his  family. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Rev.  J.  M.  Matthews,  informing 
the  Synod  that  in  consequence  of  sickness,  he  would  not  be  able  to  at- 
tend the  present  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

RUTGERS       COLLEGE. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  call  upon  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege for  a  detailed  account  and  statement  of  the  present  investments  of 
the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,  and  of  the  annual  income  and 
expenditures  of  the  same,  reported. 

The  Rev.  R.  O.  Currie,  one  of  the  members  of  the  aforesaid  Com- 
mittee, submitted  a  report  as  a  minority  of  the  Committee. 

Synod  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee,  which  was  amended,  and  a 
portion  of  it  adopted.  The  residue  of  the  preamble  of  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Board  of 
Tnistees  on  the  subject  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund.  The  portion  of 
the  report,  as  adopted  by  the  Synod,  is  as  follows : — 

The  special  C  ommittee  appointed  by  General  Synod,  at  their  session 
in  June  last,  "  to  call  upon  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  for  a 
detailed  account  and  statement  of  the  present  investments  of  the  Van 
Benschoten  Fund,  and  of  the  annual  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
same,"  &c.  &c.,  respectfully  report: 

That  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  Synod,  the  Committee 
transmitted  to  the  President  of  Rutgers  College,  as  President  pro  tern. 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  resolutions 
of  General  Synod,  and  informed  him  that  the  Committee  of  Synod 
would  convene  at  the  College  in  New-Brunswick,  on  the  24th  of 
July  next,  at  12  o'clock  M.,  the  day  previous  to  Commencement,  to 
attend  to  tlie  business  for  which  they  were  appointed ;  and  requested 
him  to  lay  said  communication  before  the  Board  of  Trustees,  who  were 
to  meet  on  that  day. 
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The  Committee  convened  accordingly,  on  the  day  before  Com- 
mencement at  the  College  chapel,  and  informed  President  Hasbrouck 
^at  try  wJre  there,  and  prepared  to  attend  to  the  busmess  for  which 
Svnod  iLIappointed  theni.  On  the  following  day  at  evemng  after 
Se  Bo^'d  o^Trustees  had  finally  adjourned,  they  received  the  follow- 
ino-  communication  from  them  : — 

COPY. 

"  The  President  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  resolutions  from 

'''^.^StJmitTspecial  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev^J  F. 
Schermerhom  Beni.  C.  Taylor,  and  R.  Ormiston  Cume,  and  the  Elders, 
?.tiTp   Saham  and  George  Zabriskie,  be  appointed  to  call  upon 

fht¥m!tees?f  r1^^  ^'^'^'^  ""f  'TT^^ 

of  tL  B  eLnt  investoents  of"  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  and  ot  the 

ItlCml  and  expenditures  of  the  same  ;  -^  acco^^^^^^^^ 
ment  to  include  the  whole  period  of  time  durmg  which  the  irustees 

^'Tf^Sw  TZV;;.f  Committee  endeavor  to  obtain  from  the  Trus- 
tees a  ^r^lar  account  and  statement  in  relation  to  the  -v;estments 
bcome^d  expenditures  from  the  Knox  Fund,  and  of  aiiy  other  funds 
rthThands  of  Ae  Trustees,  in  which  the  General  Synod  is  interested. 

r^S.rS'^Thanhe  Committee  of  the  General  Synod  be  informed, 
that  a  reVull;  account  of  the  receipts  and  the  expenditures  of  the  m- 
come  arising  from  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund  is,  and  tas  been,  since 
jrfund  caL  into  the  possession  of  the  Trustees  regularly  rendered 
o  tie  BoarTof  Corporation  of  the  General  Synod ;  that  the  account 
of  he  Tece  pts  and  expenditures  of  the  particular  items  of  the  Van 
Benschoten^and  Knox  Funds  is  annually  transmitted  to  said  Board  of 
Cornoration,  and  published  in  their  printed  Mmutes.  _ 

'St  this  account  contains  all  the  information  that  it  is  m  the  power 
nf  the  Trustees  to  give  to  the  Committee,  and  therefore  they  beg 
llv^mo^t  respU^^^^     to  refer  the  Committee   to   the  said  prmted 

^' "  A  tme  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers 
Colke  Wakren  Hardenbergh,  Secretary. 

"  JSfew-Brunswick,  July  25th,  1849." 

Whereupon,  r  ^     t> 

1  Resolved  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Rca  . 
Thoma  M  SV^^^^  B.  C.  Taylor,  William  R.  ^ordon^^^t^efl^^^^^ 
William  C  Miller  and  Daniel  P.  Ingraham,  to  confer  with  the  irustees 
Sf  possible,  adjust  amicably  all  --^ttM  business  m^^^^^^^  to  the 
funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  claimed  ^7  the  Synod 

9    Resolved  That  the  Elders,  Peter  A.  Voorhees  and  Ralph  V  oornees, 

andRev    J    Addison  Van  Doren,  be  a  standing  Committee  during 

•      the  pleasure  of  the  General  Synod,  to  act  as  a  jomt  CommiUee  with 

fsi£  cLmittee  of  the  BoU  of  Trustees,  to  -^d  mvIsTments" 
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meetings  of  Synod,  and  report  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  General 

Synod. 

J.  F.  SCHERMERHORN,  Chairman. 

The  ayes  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolution  being 
called  for,  were  taken  and  are  as  follows  : — 

Ayes. — A.  A.  Marcellus,  G.  J.  Van  JSTeste,  J.  Romeyn,  B.  C.  Taylor, 
W.  J.  R.  Taylor,  W.  R.  Gordon,  J.  Fowler,  J.  Van  Liew,  J.  Kline,  C. 
Van  Cleef,  N.  D.  Williamson,  G.  P.  Philip,  J.  A.  Lansing,  P.  Pelts, 
D.  A.  Jones,  T.  Van  Vechten,  W.  C.  Miller,  T.  C.  Strong,  E.  Neviu&, 
G.  L.  Roof,  R.  Wells,  J.  West,  C.  S.  Mead,  J.  Settle,  R.  Manning,  S. 
H.  Johnson,  S.  W.  Mills,  J.  F.  Schermerhorn,  0.  H.  Gregory,  M.  Van 
Olinda,  C.  Easton. — 31. 

Nays.— A.  T.  Stewart,  J.  Delamater,  W.  Eltinge,  M.  W.  Dwight, 
R.  0.  Currie,  C.  Lott,  A.  Van  Brunt,  J.  S.  Himrod,  J.  C.  F.  Hoes,  J. 
Burhans,  E.  Alliger,  W.  Bailey,  J.  Dubois,  J.  Murphy,  J.  V.  Henry, 
C.  F.  Crosby.— 16. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  to  reduce  to  form  the  present  covenant  relations  existing 
between  the  General  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  reported. 

The  subject  having  been  discussed  at  considerable  length,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  itnmiimously  adopted  : — 

Whereas,  the  report  of  the  Committee  which  has  been  read  before 
this  house,  contains  statements  of  facts  which  may  require  further  ex- 
amination, and  comes  to  conclusions  about  which  there  is  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion ;  and  whereas,  the  Synod  can  come  to  no  decisive 
action  without  conference  and  mutual  understanding  with  the  Board 
of  Trustees  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  whom  this  report  shall 
be  referred  as  a  document  for  their  consideration,  and,  as  far  as  they 
shall  find  the  facts  set  forth  therein  to  be  correct,  as  the  basis  of  their 
action  ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  authorized  to  confer  with  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  obtain  their  views  of  the  present  state  of  our  rela- 
tions, and  the  terms  on  which  they  wish  to  adjust  said  relations,  and 
report  to  the  next  stated  session  of  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Board 
of  Trustees  on  the  subject  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund  be  the  Com- 
mittee Contemplated  in  the  above  resolution. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

PARTICULAKIA. 

The  Rev.  R.  Ormiston  Cunie,  by  appointment,  preached  a  sermon 
before  the  General  Synod,  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, from  Phil.  ii.  3  :  "  Let  nothing  he  done  through  strife  or  vain- 
glory ;  hut  in  lowliness  of  mind  let  each  esteem  other  hetler  than  them- 
selves." 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Direction  be  directed 
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to  pay  all  such  incidental  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  as  may  be  ordered  by  said  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  be 
paid  a  salaiy  of  ten  dollars  per  annum,  from  July,  1848. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

ACCOUNTS. 

A  bill  amounting  to  S2  25  for  printing  circulars  for  convening  the 
Synod  was  presented  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  doorkeeper's  bill,  amounting  to  $G  64,  was  presented,  and  ordered 
to  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  be  authorized  to 
pay  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Committees,  to  confer  with  the 
Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  on  the  covenant  relations  between  the 
General  Synod  and  the  Trustees,  and  the  present  state  of  the  Van 
Benschoten  Fund. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

RESUMPTION      A]^D       CLOSE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  1,000  copies  of  the  Minutes 
of  this  Synod  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  distribute  among  the 
Classes  the  number  directed  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  returned  to  those  fami- 
lies who  have  extended  their  hospitalities  to  the  members  of  Synod ; 
and  also  to  the  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Schenec- 
tady for  the  use  of  their  building. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rale  of  the  Synod  the  roll  was  called  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  members 
were  absent  without  permission,  viz.  : — Rev.  Abraham  J.  Swits. 
Elder — Martin  Van  Olinda, 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE  XXVI. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  resolution  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  fixing  the  place  of 
the  next  stated  session  at  Schenectady,  being  re-considered,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  next  ordinaiy  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  be 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  A.  D.  1850,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M., 
in  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  church  in  the  \illage  of  Poughkeepsie. 
Synod  was  closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev,  David  A.  Jones. 

JACOB  VAN  Y'EGWT'Ei^,  President  pro  tem. 
JOHN  C.  F.  YiOlS,^,  Adsessor  pi-o  tern. 

W.  R.  GORDON,  ) 

)■  Clerks. 
T.  C.  STRONG,    ) 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 
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Sltte  anh  ^irottjhings 


Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  the  Village  of 
poughkeepsie,  on  wednesday,  the  fifth  dat  of  june,  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 
The  Session  continued  from  the  Fifth  to  the  Eleventh  day 
of  June,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  1. 

OPENING       OF       SYNOD. 

Tlie  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten, 
D.  D.,  the  President  of  General  Synod  at  its  extra  session  held  in 
the  month  of  August  last ;  who  preached  a  sermon  on  the  evening  of 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  Matt.  iv.  1-11  :  "  Then  was  Jesus  led 
up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness  to  he  tempted  of  the  devil.  And 
when  he  had  fasted  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  he  toas  afterwards  an 
hungered  "  (tc. 

ARTICLE  11. 

MEMBERS       PRESENT. 
FROIVE    THE   PARTICULAR   SYNOD    OF   NETV-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New- York. — Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D,,  Jere- 
miah S.  Lord,  Talbot  W.  Chambers.*(a)  Elders— io%\a)i  Carey,  Abra- 
ham Van  Nest,  Daniel  P.  Ingraham.f 


*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
■j-  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

(a)  Succeeded  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session  by  his  priinarius,  Rev.  J.  B 
Hardenbergh,  D.  D. 
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2.  From  the  South  Classls  of  New-York. — Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D., 
Frederick  F.  Cornell,  Mancius  S.  Hutton,  D.  D.§  ^We?-s— James 
Young,  (^)  W.  W.  Groesbeck.§ 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Neio-Brunstoiclc. — Rev.  Hervey  D.  Ganse, 
J.  A.  Van  Doren,  George  Schenck,  Elders — John  S.  Denise,  John 
StoothofF,  Peter  D.  Vroom.J 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. — Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.  D., 
James  Scott,  D.  D.,  Alexander  H.  Warner.  Elders — George  New- 
kirk,  Joseph  W.  Duryee. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. — Rev.  Isaac  D.  Cole,  Elder — 
Teunis  Haring.(a) 

6.  From  the  South  Classis  of  Long  Island. — Rev.  Abraham  I.  La- 
bagh,  Malcom  N.  McLaren. §     Elder — Thomas  G.  Talmage. 

7.  From  the  North  Classis  of  Long  Island. — Rev.  Richard  L. 
Schoonmaker,  Nicholas  E.  Smith. J 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. — Rev.  Alphonso  A.  Willets, 
Peter  Labagh,*  Abraham  0.  Halsey.f  Elders — Cornelius  Van 
Cleef,  Christian  E.  Spangler. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. — Rev.  Francis  M.  Kip,  Chas. 
Whitehead,  Brogun  Hoff.  Elders — John  Barnes,  John  Lounsbury,(c) 
Benjamin  D.  Welsh. 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Passaic. — Rev.  John  A,  Liddell,  Garrit  C. 
Schanck,  Joseph  Wilson.*     Elders — Paul  B.  Debow,   Simon  S.   Van 

Ness,. 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Illinois. — Rev.  George  G.  Sill. 


*  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

•}■  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  tlie  session. 

I  Took  his  seat  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 

§  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

(«)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

{h)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

(c)  Succeeded  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session  by  Elder  John  H.  Rosa. 
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12.  From  the  Classis  of  Hudson. — Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Murden,  Pol- 
hcraus  Van  Wyck,  John  Gosman,  D.  D.*     Elder— V\\\Y\^  Niver. 

FROIVI    THE   PARTICULAR    SYNOD   OF   ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany.— Rqx.  William  W.  Ilalloway,  Philip 
Peltz,  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.  Elders— incoh  Lansing,(c?)  Theodore 
F.  Cornell.g 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. — Rev.  Victor  M.  Hulbert,  Charles 
H.  Stitt,  Alexander  Gulick.f  Elders— Jacoh  Eltinge,  John  V.  L. 
Overbagh. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. — Rev.  Edwin  Holmes.  Elder — 
John  N.  Vedder.(f) 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington. — Rev.  Sdmuel  T.  Searle,  Uriah 
Marvin,  John  H.  Pitcher.J      Elder — Abraham  Van  Vechten.(c?) 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomerij. — Rev.  John  H.  Carle,  Garrit 
L.  Roof,  James  Murphy,  D.  D.*     iiVrfer— Richard  Hudson. 

G.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. — Rev.  Lawrence  H.  Van  Dyke, 
Ransford  Wells,  John  M.  Scribner.(c)     ^7Jer— Peter  M.  Swartz.*(c) 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. — Rev.  William  J.  R.  Taylor, 
Jacob  Van  Vechten,  D.  D.,(a)  George  R.  Williamson.*  Elders — John 
Ogsbury,  Abraham  W.  Toll.f 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. — Rev.  Aaron  B.  Winfield,  Corne- 
lius Gates.*     ^Wer— Vincent  Conrad. *(i) 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. — Rev.  James  B.  Ten  Eyck,  John 
B.  Alliger,  Samuel  B.  Ayres.*(c)  Elders — Richard  Hardenbergh, 
Hugh  Milliken.l 


*  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
\  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
X  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
§  Took  his  seat  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

(a)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  /r.5<  day  of  the  session,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session  by  Rev.  Abraham  J.  Swits. 
(6)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
{c)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
{d)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 
(c)  Obtained  leave  of -absence  after  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
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10.  From  the  Classls  of  Greene. — Rev.  Jeremiah  Searle,  John  L. 
See,  Winiam  R.  S.  Belts.     Elder— Kni\\ony  M.  Van  Bergen. 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Michigan. 

12.  From  the  Classis  of  WatervUet.—K&v.  Oscar  H.  Gregory, 
Charles  N.  Waldron.  ^Wers— Charles  Easton,(a)  Clarkson  F.  Cros- 
by, Jacob  S.  Lansing.* 


ARTICLE  III. 

MODERATORS. 

The  Rev.  Jeremiah  Searle  was  chosen  President ;  the  Rev.  James 
Scott  was  chosen  Adsessor ;  and  the  Rev.  Hervey  D.  Ganse  and  Philip 
Peltz  were  chosen  Clerks  pro  tern. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

READING    OF    THE    MINUTES. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  Session  of  the  General  Synod,  and 
those  of  the  Extra  Session  held  in  the  month  of  August  last,  were 
read. 


*  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

(rt)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

ORDERS       AND       RULES. 

These  were  read. 

ARTICLE  II. 

STANDING     COMMITTEES. 

The  following  were  appointed  : — 

On  the  Professorate. — Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  John  Knox,  and  Isaac  N. 
"Wyckoft";  and  the  Elders,  Abraham  Van  Nest  and  Jacob  Lansing. 

On  Synodical  Minutes. — Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  Oscar  H.  Gre^-ory, 
and  John  A.  Van  Doren ;  and  the  Elders,  John  S.  Denise  and  Jacob 
Eltinge. 

On  Missions. — Rev.  John  Gosman,  Charles  Whitehead,  and  William 
J.  R.  Taylor ;  and  the  Elders,  John  Barnes  and  Joseph  W.  Duryea. 

On  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  James  B.  Ten  Eyck,  William  W, 
Halloway,  and  Jeremiah  S.  Lord;  and  the  Elders,  Josiah  Carey  and 
Charles  Easton. 

On  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. — Rev.  Francis  M,  Kip,  William 
R.  S.  Betts,  and  George  Schenck ;  and  the  Elders,  John  Stoothoff  and 
Richard  Hardenbergh. 

On  Accounts. — Rev.  Isaac  D.  Cole,  John  B.  Alliger,  and  Victor  M, 
Hulbert ;  and  the  Elders,  Peter  M.  Swartz  and  John  D.  Ogsbury. 

On  Correspondence. — Rev.  James  Scott,  Lawrence  H.  Van  Dyck, 
and  Brogun  Hoff ;  and  the  Elders,  George  Newkirk  and  Abraham  Van 
Vechten. 

On  Education. — Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  Alphonso  A.  Willets, 
and  John  L.  See  ;  and  the  Elders,  Clarkson  F.  Crosby  and  Thomas  G. 
Talmage. 
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On  Nominations.— Rq^.  Edwin  Holmes,  Frederick  F.  Cornell,  and 
Abraham  I.  Labagh ;  and  the  Elders,  James  Young  and  John  V.  L. 
Overbagh. 

On  the  Widows'  Fund.—^ev.  I.  N.  Wyckoff,  Hansford  Wells,  and 
Garrit  C.  Schanck ;  and  the  Elders,  Christian  E.  Spangler  and  Antho- 
ny M.  Van  Bergen. 

ARTICLE  III. 

C  O  M  M  U  N  I  C  A  T  I  O  K  S  . 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  the 
President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  apologizing  for  his  absence  at  the 
opening  of  the  Synod,  and  stating  that  the  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten, 
D  D.,°the  President  of  Synod  at  its  extra  session  in  August  last,  had 
consented  to  be  present  to  open  the  Synod,  and  preach  the  annual 
Synodical  Sermon. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Rev.  R.  Ormiston  Carrie,  ten- 
dering the  resignation  of  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
perintendents.    Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  not  accepted. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Rev.  S.  L.  Pomeroy,  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  Missions,  acknowledging  the  reception  of 
a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod  on  the  subject  of  Slavery. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superintend- 
ents of  the  The^'ological  Seminary,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Professorate  : — 

The  Boa-d  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  beg 
leave  to  report :  That  they  convened  in  stated  session  m  the  Theologi- 
cal Hall,  in   New-Brunswick,   on  Tuesday,   July   lYth,    1849,   at  12 

o'clock,  M. 

The  following  members  were  present : 

Rev  Georcre  H.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  Rev.  R.  Ormiston  Currie, 
John°C.  F.  Hoes,  "    James  V.  Henry, 

Talbot  W.  Chambers,  "    Alexander  M.  Mann, 

Alexander  H.  Warner,  "    John  S.  Himrod, 

Gabriel  Ludlow,  "    Staats  Van  Santvoort, 

Jacob  West,  "    John  H.  Duryea. 

The    Classes    of  South    New-York,    Passaic,    North  Long    Island, 
Schenectady,  Rensselaer,  Washington,  Montgomery,  Orange    Greene 
and  Watcrvliet,  were  not  represented  at  this  meetmg.      ihe  iailure  ot 
so  many  members  to  attend  seems  to  be  entirely  unprecedented ;   nor 
can  the  Board  allow  the  fact  to  pass  without  a  strong  expression  of 
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their  regret  at  its  occurrence,  and  of  their  sense  of  its  evil  influence 
upon  the  object  for  which  the  Board  was  appointed. 

In  the  absence  of  the  last  President,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher  was  called 
to  the  chair  and  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  Board  was  organized  by  the  election  of  Rev.  George  H.  Fisher, 
D.  D.,  President,  and  Rev.  John  S.  Himrod,  Cleric  2^ro  tern. 

From  the  report  of  the  Theological  Faculty,  it  appears  that  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  Institution  have  been  attended  during  the  past  year  by 
the  following  young  gentlemen,  viz.  : 

Of  the  Senior  Class,  8. 

William  Anderson,         Henry  Eckel,  John  Mason  Ferris, 

Philip  Phelps,  Jr.,         Theodore  B.  Romeyn,  John  W.  Schenck. 
Benjamin  F.  Snyder,      Jacob  Van  Woert, 

Of  the  Middle  Class,  9. 

J.  Romeyn  Berry,  Henry  Dayter,  Anson  Dubois, 

James  Lent,  Benjamin  Lippincott,    Samuel  Lockwood, 

J.  P.  Strong,  Wesley  Taylor,  Henry  Voorhees. 

Of  the  Junior  Class,  15. 

James  E.  Bernart,  William  D.  Buckelew,  Calvin  Case, 

Lawrence  L.  Comfort.  Peter  Elmendorf,  George  Furbeck, 

John  N.  Jansen,  Henry  K.  How,  Giles  H.  Mandeville, 

George  Rockwell,  Charles  Scott,  Thomas  G.  Scriver, 

Joseph  Scudder,  Adam  Van  Vranken,  James  B.  Wilson. 

Of  these  gentlemen  one,  Mr.  Scriver,  has  been  so  often  absent  from 
the  lectures  of  the  Institution,  that  the  Board  have  decided  not  to 
allow  him  to  continue  his  connection  Avith  the  Seminary,  unless  he  shall 
satisfy  the  Committee  on  the  Admission  of  Students,  to  meet  in 
October,  as  to  the  cause  of  his  absence,  to  whom  his  case  has  been 
referred. 

Mr.  Galusha,  one  of  our  beneficiaries  for  several  years,  has  with- 
drawn from  the  Seminary,  with  a  view  (o  prosecute  his  studies  in  the 
Episcopal  Church.  He  however  has  given  security  for  the  refunding 
of  the  money  which  he  has  received. 

The  students  of  the  several  classes  were  e.vamined  by  the  Professors 
in  the  various  studies  of  their  respective  departments,  and  the  members 
of  the  Senior  Class  also  on  their  evidences  of  personal  piety,  and 
their  views  in  seeking  to  enter  the  ministry.  They  likewise  exhibited 
specimens  of  the  composition  and  delivery  of  sermons.  In  view  of 
which  it  was  resolved  unanimously,  that  the  examination  be  sustained, 
and  that  the  members  of  the  Senior  Class  be  recommended  to  the  Pro- 
fessors for  the  usual  certificates. 

The  annual  sermon  before  the  Board  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  A. 
M.  Mann,  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session  ;  and  at  the 
close  of  the  examination,  the  address  to  the  students  was  delivered  by 
the  President  of  the  Board. 
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The  seats  of  the  followincj  members  of  the  Board  will  become  vacant 
at  the  time  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  viz.  : 
Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  of  the  Classis  of  Neio-YorJc. 
Talbot  W.  Chambers,  of  the  Classis  of  New- Brunswick. 
John  H.  Duryea,  of  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 
Garret  I.  Garretson,  of  the  North  Classis  of  Long  Island. 
Alexander  M.  Mann,  of  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 
John  C.  F.  Hoes,  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 
The  Board  desire  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  God  in 
preservino-  the  lives  and  health   of  all  connected  with  the  Seminary 
durino-  the  past  year.     They  have  been  highly  gratified  with  the  ex- 
amination conducted  under  their  eye.     The  young  gentlemen,  with  rare 
exceptions,  gave  evidence  of  commendable  diligence  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  studies.     And  while  our  school  of  the  prophets  continues  to 
furnish  such  proof  of   the  successful   attainment  of  its  objects,  the 
Church  may  rejoice  in  the  harvest  she  is  gathering  from  the  prayers 
and  labors  and  sacrifices  of  former  years. 

GEORGE  H.  FISHER,  President  of  the  Board. 

A  true  copy. 

h.  D.  DEMAREST,  Stated  Clerk. 

New-Brunswick,  Aug.  \st,  1849. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  students  in  the  Theological 
Seminary,  petitioning  for  better  accommodations  in  the  Lecture  Rooms 
in  the  Seminary,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Profes- 
sorate. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Classes  of  Schenectady  and 
New-Brunswick,  and  from  individual  members  of  the  Classis  of  Phila- 
delphia, recommending  certain  individuals  as  suitable  persons  to  receive 
aid  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies  for  the  ministry,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  memorial  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Schoharie  in  relation 
to  the  paying  the  expenses  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Superintend- 
ents which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  from  members  of  the  Classis  of  Illinois,  on  the 
subject  of  the  correspondence  between  this  Synod  and  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  read  with  the  documents 
accompanying,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 

A  communication  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church 
of  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  reference  to  their  church 
property,  was  presented,  read,  and  referred  to  a  Special  Committee, 
consisting  of  Rev.  I.  N.  Wyckoff,  P.  Labagh,  I.  Ferris,  and  Elders 
Jacob  Lansing  and  C.  F.  Crosby.  The  Committee  reported,  and  their 
report  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  church  of  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  beg  leave  to  report: 
That  it   appears  from  the  said  memorial  that  a  deed  for  the  land  on 
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which  the  building  for  pubhc  worship  occupied  by  tliis  church  is  erected 
provides,  that  if  the  said  church  shall  from  any  cause  be  dissolved  or 
become  extinct,  all  the  rights  and  privileges  granted  shall  be  vested  in 
the  General  Synod.  That  out  of  twenty  members  of  this  church, 
eighteen  have  withdrawn  and  connected  themselves  with  the  Presby- 
terian church.  The  trusteeship  of  the  church  was  regularly  continued, 
but  no  eldership  remained  ;  and  the  Trustees  wish  to  know  whether 
the  church  of  Brunswick  still  continues  to  have  existence. 

Your  Committee  would  suggest  the  following  answer  :  As  it  appears 
that  this  church  conducted  its  temporal  business  by  a  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, properly  elected  by  the  pew  holders,  or  subscribers  to  the  erection 
of  the  church,  and  might  be  constituted  of  gentlemen  who  were  not 
elders  or  communicants, — that  therefore,  although  the  eldership  is 
interrupted,  yet  the  temporal  and  financial  organization  still  exists, 
and  therefore  the  property  is  not  alienated  but  the  title  still  remains  in 
the  Trustees  :  and  further,  that  if  from  any  cause  it  shall  result,  under  the 
laws  of  Illinois,  that  the  property  by  the  terms  of  the  deed  shall  invest 
in  the  Board  of  Direction  of  General  Synod,  then  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tion be  authorized  to  issue  a  power  of  attorney  to  any  suitable  person 
or  persons,  to  hold  and  manage  the  property  in  the  best  manner  to 
secure  the  ends  contemplated  in  such  deed  of  gift. 

All  which  is  submitted. 

I.  N.  WYCKOFF,  Chairman. 

A  communication  having  been  presented  to  Synod  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Fliedner  of  Germanj^  together  with  certain  papers  relating  to  the 
order  of  Deaconesses,  and  a  formal  recommendation  of  Mr.  Fliedner  by 
the  Provincial  Synod  of  Westphalia ;  these  papers  were  referred  to  a 
Committee  consisting  of  Rev.  T.  W.  Chambers,  and  the  Elder  C.  E. 
Spangler.  This  Committee  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  while  this  Synod  rejoices  to  hear  of  the  prosperity 
of  any  of  its  sister  Synods,  at  home  or  abroad,  and  of  the  successful 
prosecution  by  them  of  new  forms  of  Christian  benevolence,  it  does 
not  appear  to  us  that  in  the  territory  occupied  by  our  denomination, 
there  is  anything  to  call  for  the  revival  of  such  an  institution  as  is  pro- 
posed by  our  respected  brother 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  WilHam  Giffing  in  relation 
to  the  establishing  a  church  in  Buffalo,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

BOARD    OF    CORPORATION. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation 
was  received,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the  Annual 
Digest,  a  list  of  the  securities  held  by  the  Board,  a  list  of  the  endowed 
scholarships,  a  list  of  clerical  subscribers  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  and 
accounts  current  of  said  Board  with  the  Widows'  Fund  and  the  Board 
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of  Education,  and  the  report  of  Peter  Spader,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of 
Rutgers  College,  in  relation  to  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds  :— 
To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  : 

The  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  report :  That  during  the  past 
year  the  interests  intrusted  to  their  care  have  received  a  due  attention; 
and  that  the  affairs  of  Synod  remain  much  in  the  same  condition  as 
when  the  last  report  was  made.  The  vested  fundsof  Synod  are  safely 
secured,  and  the  interest  on  them  is  punctually  paid. 

The  outstanding  subscriptions  to  the  permanent  fund  are,  from  vari- 
ous causes  constantly  liable  to  loss,  and  the  annual  collection  of  interest 
is  troublesome.  The  Board  are  therefore  giving  their  best  endeavors  to 
collect  these  subscriptions,  as  far  and  as  fast  as  is  practicable. 

The  debt  reported  to  Synod  in  1849  remains  unliquidated ;  and  the 
actual   income  of  the  Synod  is  still  inadequate  to  meet  its  stated  and 
contino-ent  expenses.     The  Synod  at  its  last  meeting  directed  a  collec- 
tion to  be  taken  in  each  of  the  churches  under  its  care  on  the  second 
Sabbath  in   October,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  present  debt  ot 
the  Church,  and  to  meet  contingent  expenses.     The   Board  regret  to 
inform  the   Synod   that  this  injunction  was  almost  entirely  overlooked 
by  the  churches.      They  therefore   subsequently  addressed    a  special 
circular  to  every  minister  and  consistory  in  our  bounds,  requesting  a 
collection  to  be  taken  on  or  before  the  second  Lord's  day  in  May  ot 
the  present  year.     To  this  request  the  churches  have  to  a  considerable 
extent  responded,  not  however  so  generally  nor  so  liberally   as  had 
been  fondly  anticipated.     A  degree  of  temporary  relief  has  been  ob- 
tained •  but  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  the  honorable  support  of 
our  Th'poloo-ical  Seminary,  and  the  credit  of  the  Church,  require  that 
an  amount  "of  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  should  forthwith  be  raised. 
To  secure  this  object,  the  plan  suggested  by  Synod  a  few  years_ since 
but  not  then  carried  out,  of  distributing  the  amount  to  be  raised,  in  just 
DroDortions,  among  the  different  Classes,  is  by  some  respected  brethren 
re-^arded  as  feasible.     This  plan,  or  any  other  that  the  Synod  may  see 
fit'^to  prescribe,  the  Board  will  endeavor  to  carry  into  effect  according 
to  the  best  of  their  ability.     This  small  amount  will  relieve  from  em- 
barrassment, and  place  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  Synod  m  an  easy  posi- 
tion     The  necessity  which  calls  for  it  has  not  been  created  by  any 
mismanagement  or  improvidence ;  and  it  is  painful  to  reflect  that  the 
rehef  has  not  been  sooner  afforded.  t,  •,    i      i        j 

The  Treasurer's  Report,  herewith  submitted,  v^ill  exhibit  clearly  and 
in  detail  the  state  of  the  several  funds  of  Synod. 

The  Widows'  Fund  accumulates  very  slowly,  whilst  the  claims  upon 
it  increase  from  year  to  year.  Its  operation  is  most  beneficent  It 
continues  to  possess  the  unqualified  approval  and  commendation  of  the 
Board  Two  annuitants,  one  the  widow  of  a  deceased  minister,  the 
other  'a  minister,  declared  emeritus  by  his  Classis,  have  been  added 
during  the  year.  The  Board  hope  that  Synod  will  take  the  best 
means  to  procure  from  each  of  our  churches,  by  collections  or  other- 
wise a  yearly  contribution  in  favor  of  the  increase  of  the  fund.  Unless 
the  fund  L^rows  as  annuitants  increase,  a  diminished  ratio  of  allowance 
must  be  made  to  each  annuitant.  There  are  now  ten  annuitants  upon 
the  fund. 
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During  the  past  year,  James  Bogert,  Jr.,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Col- 
legiate church  of  New- York,  by  whose  liberality  a  scholarship  was 
endowed  a  number  of  years  ago,  the  bene6t  of  which  has  been  succes- 
sively enjoyed  by  several  young  men,  has  renewed  his  munificence  by 
the  endowment  of  a  second  scholarship,  to  be  called  and  known  as  the 
James  Bogert,  Jr.,  Second  ScJiolarship.  For  this  purpose  he  has  trans- 
ferred to  the  Board  two  bonds  for  one  thousand  dollars  each,  bearing 
interest  at  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  issued  by  the  New- York  and 
NeAV-Haven  Railroad  Company  ;  the  interest  accruing  to  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  benefit  of  the  beneficiary  under  the  scholarship.  The  en- 
dowment is  made  with  the  condition,  that  if  in  our  Seminary  "there  ever 
shall  be  taught  any  other  than  the  doctrines  of  the  Holy  Bible  as  they 
are  interpreted,  comprised,  and  expounded  in  the  Articles  of  Faith  of 
our  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Compendium,  Canons,  and  Heidelberg 
Catechism  ;  or  if  the  said  Seminary  shall  pass  over  into  the  possession  of 
any  other  denomination  of  Christians  ;  or  in  case  of  non-user  for  three 
consecutive  years  ;  then  and  in  either  case  which  may  first  occur,  the 
said  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  shall  revert  to  the  donor  or  his  legal 
heirs." 

Ihe  Board  recommend  that  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  by  Synod 
to  transmit  to  Mr.  Bogert,  and  to  all  other  persons  who,  by  their  liber- 
ality, shall  have  endowed  scholai-ships  in  our  Seminary,  a  copy  each 
of  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  annually,  during  their  respective  lives. 

There  are  now  sixteen  scholarships  endowed,  of  each  of  which  a 
beneficiary  is  enjoying  the  advantage,  and  one  in  progress  of  accumu- 
lation. 

A  benevolent  lady,  also  a  member  of  the  Collegiate  church,  offered  to 
convey  to  the  General  Synod,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions,  three  lots  of  ground  in  a  village  in  New-Jersey.  But  inas- 
much as  it  appeared  that  the  validity  of  the  title  to  said  lots  might  be 
called  in  question,  and  their  acceptance  involve  Synod  in  legal  litigation, 
and  their  value  not  being  such  as  to  justify  the  risk  of  expense,  the 
Board,  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  liberal  intentions  of  the  esteemed 
donor,  judged  it  expedient  respectfully  to  decline  the  offer. 

The  members  of  the  Board,  who  are  also  members  of  the  Synod,  will 
furnish  any  further  information  that  may  be  called  for. 
Very  respectfully  submitted. 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,  President. 
W.  B.  CROSBY,  i 

JOHN  KNOX,  >  Directors. 

THEO.   FRELINGHUYSEN,    ) 
ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
New-YorJc,  1st  June,  18.50. 

So  much  of  the  above  report  and  accompanying  documents  as  relates 
to  the  Widows'  Fund,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows' 
Fund  ;  so  much  as  refers  to  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Educa- 
tion Funds,  to  the  Committee  on  Education;  and  the  residue  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Professorate. 


treasurer's  Slnnnd  Slrtnunl 


The   General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Butch   Church,  in 
Account  with  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer. 


1849. 

June 


12 


16 


I>r. 

To  cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College,} 
due  1st  inst., 

"  "  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

"  "  Rev.  Dr.  McClelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
1st  inst, 

"         "      Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  one  year's 
salary  as  Stated  Clerk  of  General 

Synod,  due  1st  inst, §150  00 

Postage  paid  by  him, 61 


July 


2*7 


14 


20 


26 


Isaac   Young,  one  year's   salary   as 
Treasurer  of  General  Synod,  due 

10th  inst, §250  00 

Postage,  Discoimt,  <fec.,  paid  by  him,         1  59 
for  management  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  1 60  00 


8  393 
393 

43Y 

150 


Doorkeeper's  biU  for  attendance,  stationery 
&c.,  at  the  Session  of  General  Synod,  6th 
inst.,  in  the  City  of  New- York, 

B.  Livingston  Kip,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  six  months'  interest  on  the  in- 
vested Scholarships,  due  4th  inst, 

Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  <fec.,  of  Rut- 
gers College,  one  year's  interest  on 
Henry  Rutgers'  donation  of  §5,000 
to  said  College,  due  20th  June  last,§300  00 
and  four  dividends  on  ten  shares  of 
Bergen  Turnpike  Stock  belonging 
to  said  College, 16  25 


Anson  Dubois,  the  successful  competitor  for 
the  Van  Doren  Prize  Essay  on  Alissions, 
for  the  year  1849 

Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  his  traveUing  ex 
penses  in  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the   Presbyterian 


Carried  forward,. 


40159 
38 


11 


1,032 


316 


20 


i,157 


to 


25 


00 


53 


24 


JUNE,   1S50. 


25 


1849. 

Dr. 

Brought  foward, . 

$3,157 

53 

church,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  the 

month  of  Mav  last 

50 

00 

August 

8 

To  cash  paid  John  A.  Gray,  for  printing  Minutes  of  General 
Synod,  of  their  meeting  in  June  last,  with 

3 

Index,  binding,  etc., ...- 

229 

78 

Sept. 

«        "       Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  advanced  by  him 

for  the  Doorkeeper's  bill  for  attendance. 

<fcc.,  at  the  Session  of  General  Synod,  held 

at  Schenectady,  22d  August  last, 

6 

64 

4 

"        "      Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 

inst., 

393 

75 

"        "      Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary 

as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College, 

due  1st  inst.,.. .. . .- 

393 

75 

"         "       Rev.  Dr.  McClelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as 

Pi'ofessor  in  the  Tlieological  College,  due 

11 

1st  inst.,  .. ...... 

437 

50 

«         "       Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College,  on 

account  of  his  salary  to  16th  January  next, 
"        "       Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn,  Chairman,  the 

75 

00 

12 

expenses  of  the  Committee  to  confer  with 

the  Trustees  of  Rutfers  College, . 

14 

25 

24 

"        "      John    A.    Gray,    for   printing   and  binding 

Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  General  Synod, 

held  at  Schenectady,  22d  August  last, 

28 

04 

"        "       Rev.  David  D.  Demarest,  his  salary  for 

one  year,  as  Stated  Clerk  of  the 

Board   of  Superintendents   of   the 

Theological  Seminary,  due  31st  July 

last, -.$10  00 

and  the  incidental  expenses  of  said 

Board  mcurred  at  their  meeting  in 

July  last, 4  38 



14 

38 

Oct. 

18 

"         "       Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  advanced  by 
him  for  printing  circulars   for  convening 

General  SjTiod,  on  22  d  August  last 

2 

25 

26 

«        "       Peter  Spader,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers 
College,  one  half  of  the  salaiy  of  the 
Librarian  of  said  College,  for  one 

year,  ending  1st  AprQ  next, $50  00 

for  fuel  for  said  College  for  the  current 

year, 20  CO 

for  repairs  to  said  College,  disbursed 

byhim, 15  58 

85 

58 

Nov. 

1 

"         "       the  following  persons  their  annuities 
out  of  the  income  of  the  Widows' 
Fund,  for  the  last  six  months,  due 
this  dav,  viz. : 

Mary  Boui-ne, $50  00 

LydiaM.  W.  Sluyter, 100  00 

Rev.  Zachariah  it.  Kuypers, 100  00 

Catharine  E.  Van  Wagenen, 100  00 

Carried  forward, 

$4,888 

45 

26 


JUNE,  1850. 


1849. 


Nov. 


Dr. 


Brought  forward, 

To  cash  paid  MariaRudy, 75  00 

JaneHunt, 37  oO 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,.-.-100  00 

"     Samuel  Harlow, 50  00 

HaiTiet  V.  V.  Mabon, 100  00 

Rev.  Jacob  A.  Lansing, 75  00 


20 


Dec. 


10 


17 


185  0. 

Jan. 


31 


10 


15 


March 


11 


April 


22 


$4,i 


B.  Livingston  Kip,  Teasm-er  of  the  Board  of 

Education,  on  accoimt  of  interest  on  the 

invested  Scholarships,  due  4th  December 

'  next, 

Rev.  John  Neander,  his  subscription  to  the 
Widows'  Fund  for  one  year,  withdrawn,.. 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst., ■ 

Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College^ 
due  1st  inst., 

Rev.  Dr.  McClelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
1st  inst, -• 

Rev.  Brogun  Hoff,  his  subscription  to  the 
Widowt'  Fund  for  eleven  years,  withdrawn. 

Rev.  WilUam  R.  Gordon,  his  travelling  ex- 
penses as  Delegate  of  General  Sjmod  to 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Ger.  Ref.  Church, 
held  at  Norristown,  Pa.,  in  October  last.,.. 

B.  Livino-ston  Kip,  'Treasurer  of  the  Board 

'  of  Education,  the  balance  of  six  months'  int. 

on  the  invested  Scholarships,  due  4th  inst.. 

Rev.  Talbot  W.  Chambers,  his  travelUng  ex- 
penses as  Delegate  of  General  Synod  to 
the  General  Synod  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church,  held  at  Norristown,  Pa, 
in  October  last, 

premium  of  Insurance  for  §8,000  on  the  Rut- 
gers College  for  one  year, 

Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College,  the 
balance  of  his  salary  to  16th  inst., 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 


inst. 


Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quai-ter's  salary 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College, 
due  1st  inst., - 

Rev.  Dr.  McClelland,  one  quartei-'s  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
1st  inst, 

John  A.  Gray,  for  printing  Circulars, 

Postage  of  Circular  Letters  respecting  collec 
tions  m  the  churches  for  the  contingent  ex 
penses  of  General  Synod, 

Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh,  his  subscription  to  the 
Widows'  Fund  for  five  years,  withdrawn, 


CaiTied  foward, §9,628  35 
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22 

29 

1 

Brouclit  forward ... 

$9,628 

8,000 
25 

35 

00 

April 

To  casli  paid  John  B.  Dingeldein,  loaned  to  him  on  his  two 
bonds  of  84,000  each,  dated  16th  inst,  se- 
cured by  m()rtga£;e,  payable  in  three  years, 
with  interest  at  7  per  cent 

"        '       Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College,  one 
quarter's  salarv,  due  16th  inst., 

no 

May 

"      the  following  persons  their  annuities  out 
of  the  income  of  the  Widows'  Fund, 
for  the  last  six  months,  due  this  day. 

31 

VIZ.: — 

Mary  Bourne, ?50  00 

Ly  dia  M.  W.  Sluyt^r, 100  00 

Rev.  Zachariah  H.  Kuypers, 100  00 

Catharine  E.  Van  Wagenen, 100  00 

Maria  Rudy, 75  00 

Jane  Hunt, 37  50 

Rev.  Williimi  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,...   100  00 

"     Samuel  Harlow, 50  00 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon, 100  00 

787 
2,SS6 

50 

79 

^20,827 

64 

Vol.  VIII. 


28 


JUNE,   1850. 


1849. 


June 


26 


July 


14 


16 


Cr. 


August 


15 


24 


28 


31 


October 


11 


15 


18 


23 


30 


Nov. 


By  balance  brotigbt  from  last  account, 

By  cash  received,  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §4,000 

due  4th  inst, 

"       six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  826,000  of 

the  Collegiate  Dutch  church,  New- York, 
"      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §6,000,  due 

21st  May  last, 

"      balance  of  interest  to  11th  May  last,  on  the 

Professoral  Fund  of  General  Sjmod,  $2,000, 

"       of  the    estate  of  Jeremiah  V.  Spader,  (de 

ceased,)  m  full  payment  of  the  principal  of 

his  subscription  to  the  Permanent  Fund  of 

General  Synod, 

•        "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §3,500,  due 

31st  July  last, 

'        "       six  mouths'  interest  on  bond  for  §1,000,  due 

13th  inst., 

'         "       of  David  H.  Haight,  in  full  payment  of  the 
principal  of  his  subscription  to  the  Perma 

nent  Fund  of  General  Synod, 

'        "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §3,500,  due 

1st  September  next, --- 

'        "      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §12,000,  due 

,,  2 1  st  inst., 

■•        "      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §8,500,  due 

3d  inst., 

"      collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church 

in  Market  street,  New-York,  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  General 
Svnod, :-526  00 

and  balance  of  collection  for  the  Wid- 
ows' Fund,  after  deducting  pastor's 
subscription  of  §20 «27  98 


collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at 
Flatbush,  Long  Island,  for  the  contmgent 
expenses  of  General  Synod, 

six    months'  interest  on  bonds  for   §3,500^ 


due  16th  inst., ;"";"    . 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at 
Kiskatom,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
General  Synod, •__•■  •--- - ■ 

six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  S>1 7,000  ot 
the  Collegiate  Dutch  chm-ch,  New- York,. 

six  months'  interest  on  §8,900,  the  balance 
due  on  three  bonds  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
chm-ch  in  Broome  Street,  New- York,.. .. 

six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  §2,000,  due 
23d  inst V'V'i 

collected  in  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  church 
at  New-Brunswick  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §2,800,  due 
2  7  th  October  last, -  -  - 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §6,000,  due 
Ist  inst, 


Carried  forward,. 


12,11876 
14000 
78000 
21o'oO 
12000 
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10500 
30,00 

50000 
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Feb. 
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By 
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IG 

28 

29 

6 

9 

20 
22 


29 


Brouglit  forward, 

cash  received,  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $11,000 

due  this  day, > 

"         "       six  months'  "interest  on  bond  for  ?2,500,  due 

2Gth  October  last, ■ 

"         "      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  |5,000,  due 

1st  inst 

"         "      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 

this  day, 

"        "      collected   in  the    Collegiate   Dutcb    church, 

New-York,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

"        "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  |-i,000,  due 

4th  December  last, 

"        "      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1,000,  due 

1 3th  inst., 

"         "      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500,  due 

Ist  January  last, 

"         "      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000,  due 

2 1st  November  last, 

"         "      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,.500  due 

to-morrow, 

"         "      collected  in  the  1st  Reformed  Dutch  church 

at  New-Brunswick,  for  the  Widows'  Fund 
"        "      six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8,500,  due 

3d  inst, 

"         "      collected  in  the  German  Evangelical  Mission 

churcli,  Houston  street.  New- York,  for  the 

contingent  expenses  of  General  Synod, . 
"         "      six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $3,500,  due 

16th  inst, 

"        «      in  full  of  interest  on  bond  for  $12,000,  up  to 

16th  inst 

"         "      on  account  of  the  principal  of  a  bond  of  John 

B.   Dingeldein,   for   $12,000,  dated   21st 

August,  1847, 

"         "      collected   in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at 

Fonda,   for    the    contingent  expenses   of 

General  Synod, 

"        "       collected  in  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  church 

at   Yan  Yorst,  N.  J.,  for  the  contingent 

expenses  of  General  Synod, 

"        "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,800,  due 

27th  April  last, 

"         "       collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at 

Owasco,  for  the   contingent   expenses  of 

General  Synod, 

«         «       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000,  due 

1st  inst., 

"        «       six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $11,000,  due 

tliis  day, 

«        "       collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at 

Blawenburgh,  N.  .J.,  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  General  Synod, 

"        "       collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at 

Totowa,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  for  the  contingent 

expenses  of  General  Synod, 


Can-ied  forward, [$17,876  10 
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May 


22 


•29 


Cr. 

Brought  foward, $17; 

By  cash  received,  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church 
at  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  General  Synod, 

"        "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,000,  due 

23d  April  last, 

"        "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,500,  due 

23d  April  last, 

«  "  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at 
Woodstock,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 

General  Synod, 

«  "  collected  in  the  Collegiate  Reformed  Dutch 
cliurch,  Lafayette  Place,  New- York,  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  General  Syn- 
od,  

"        "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 

this  day, 

"         "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5,000,  due 

1st  inst, 

"  "  balance  of  collection  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
church.  Market  street,  New- York,  for  the 
Widows'  Fund,  after    deducting   pastor's 

subscription  of  $20  for  one  year, _-. 

"  "  of  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Van  Doren,  one  year's  inter- 
est on  the  IVIissionary  Prize  Essay  bond, 

given  by  hhn, 

"  "  collected  in  the  following  churches,  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  Gen'l  Synod, -viz. : 

church  at  Gilboa, $5  43 

Collegiate  Dutch  church,  Ninth  st., 

New-York 3140 

Collegiate  North  church, 47  75 

Union,  New-Scotland, 10  00 

New-Baltimore, 6  00 

Walden, 8  00 

Six  Mile  Run, 16  31 

New-TJtrecht, H  00 

Fort  Plain, 6  00 

Schenectady, H  25 

Schodack, 6  00 

Glenham, 4  00 

Second  church  at  Newark, 3  00 


of  the  following  persons,  the  interest  on  their 
subscriptions    to    the     Permanent    Fund, 
due  1st  May,  1849,  viz.: 
Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  N.  Y.,..$300  00 

David  L.  Haight 30  00 

John  Oothout, 30  00 

Samuel  Smith, 15  00 

Cornelius  Duryea, 30  00 

Francis  Olmsted, 24  00 

David  H.  Haight, 30  00 

Abraham  Van  Nest, 300  00 

Leffert  Lefferts, 120  00 


Carried  forward, $19,721  39 
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May 


Cr. 

Brought  forward, $19,72 1 

29  By  cash  received  of  the  following  clergymen,  their  subscrip-l 
tionsto  the  Widows'  Fund,  viz.: 

Rev.  Barnabas  V.  Collins |20  00 

"     David  A.  Jones, 20  00 

"    Joseph  Wilson, 2U  00 

"    James  Scott,  D.  D., 20  00 

"     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,.  20  00 

"     Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.  D.  20  00 

"     Nicholas  E.  Smith 20  00 

"     George  G.  Sill,  and  int'st,  2150 

"     Cornelius  Wyckoff, 20  00 

"     Brogun  Hoff,  and  interest,  21  20 

"     Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D., 20  00 

"    Peter  D.  Oakey, 20  00 

"     PeterJ.Quick 20  00 

"     Henry  A.  Ravmond, 20  00 

"     Israel  Hammond, 20  00 

"    John  Abeel  Baldwin, 20  00 

"     Benjamin  Van  Zandt, 20  00 

"     R.  Ormiston  Cm-rie, 20  00 

«     A.  B.  Winfield, 20  00 

"     W^illiam  S.  Heyer, 20  00 

"    Brogun  Hoff, 20  00 

"     R.W.  Knight, 20  00 

"     Ira  C.  Boice, 20  00 

"     E.  Van  Aiken, 20  00 

"     Charles  Jukes, 20  00 

"     Oscar  H.  Gregory, 20  00 

"     John  C.  Guldin, 20  00 

"     W^illiam  W.  Halloway, ..  20  00 

"     Samuel  M.  Woodbridge,.  20  00 

"     Garret  L.  Roof, 20  00 

"    James  Scott,  D.  D., 20  00 

"     Edward  H.  May, 20  00 

"     Peter  D.  Oakey 20  00 

"     Isaac  S.  Demund, 20  00 

"     James  M.  Conipton, 20  00 

"     Alexander  H.  Warner,...  20  00 

"     Brogun  Hoff, 20  00 

"     Ransford  Wells, 20  00 

"     Ralph  Willis, 20  00 

"     Charles  Whitehead, 20  00 

"     R.  W.  Knight, 20  00 

"     Benjamin  Bassler, 20  00 

"     Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyck,.  20  00 

"     John  M.  Van  Buren, 20  00 

"     Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D., 20  00 


during  the   past  year   from   tlie   following 
Classes  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  viz. : 

Washington, §12  00 

Hudson, 5  25 

Poughkeepsie, 60  00 

Passaic, 7  87 

Ulster, 11   ( )() 


39 


902 


Camcd  forward, on  12|  .420,02-1  09 


70 
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1S50. 


May 


June 


29 


Cr. 

Brought  forward -.  96  12 

By  cash  received  from  Classis  of 

New-York, 100 

Poughkeepsie, - 31  25 

Rensselaer, 10  00 

Philadelphia, 6  50 

Paramus, 12  00 

South  Classis  of  Xew-York, 7  00 

New-Brunswick, 26  56 

Mmutes  sold, 1  12 


balance  carried  to  new  account, 


$20,624 


203 


820,827 


$2.3-^6 


09 


[Errors  excepted.] 


1st   June,  1850. 


ISAAC   YOUNG,   Treasurer. 


Tlie  subscribers,  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  Accounts, 
hare  examined  the  same  with  the  vouchers  exliibited  by  him,  and  find  them 
co:rect,  leaving  a  balance  due"  to  General  Synod  of  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eighty-six  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents. 

W.  B.   CROSBY, 


ABM.  VAN  NEST,  S 


■  Committee, 


New-Yorh  J^""-^  3f7,  1850. 
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Slnniml  Digrst,  1800. 


The   Board  of  Direction  submit  to   General  Sjiiod  their  Annual 
Digest,  as  follows  : — 

FUNDS  DEVOTED  TO  EDUCATION. 

THE   VAN   BENSCnOTEN   FUND. 

Tliis  Fund,  as  reported  by  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College, 
and  which  is  loaned  rpon  Bonds  secured  by  Mortgages  on  property 
in  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  <tc.,  amounted,  on  the  1st  of  April, 

1850,  to $20,250  00 

Balance  in  his  hands,  1st  April,  1 850, 70  00 

Interest  on  same  Fund,  due  1st  May,  1830, 1,560  17 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the  interest  of  this 

Fund,  during  the  past  year, 855  00 


LEGACn'    OF    MISS   REBECCA   KNOX. 

Tlie  amount  of  this  Fund,  -which  is  loaned  on  Bond  secured  by  Mortgage 

of  property,  in  the  Stnte  of  New-Jersey,  is $2,000  00 

Interest  due  on  this  Fund,  1st  May,  1850, 120  00 

.  Balance  in  the  hands  of  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  &c.,  1st  AprO,  1850,,.  17  89 

There  has  been  paid  to  an  indigent  student,  out  of  the  interest  of  this 

Fund,  during  the  past  year, 120  00 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction  for  educational 

purposes,  on  Bonds  secured  by  Mortgages §31,135  00 

Balance  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod, 

31st  May,  1850, 145  30 

Balance  of  interest  in  his  hands  on  that  day, 742  63 


■WriDO"WS'   FUND. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  on  Bonds  se- 
cured by  Mortgages,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, Si  1,150  00 

Balance  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod,. .         510  76 
There  has  been  paid  to  annuitants,  out  of  the  income  of  this  Fund, 
durhig  the  past  year,  arising  from  interest  on  the  Fund,  and  pay- 
ments by  subscribers  thereto 1,575  00 
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PERIVIANENT    PROFESSORAL    FUND. 

Under  this  head  aie  included  all  the  moneys  which  have  been  collected 
and  invested  on  the  subscriptions  for  the  Professorships,  as  well  as 
the  moneys  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, viz. : 

Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  Bonds  and  Mortgages  of 
Real  Estate,  (except  three  Bonds  of  the  Collegiate  Dutch  Church, 
Xew-York,  which  are  not  accompanied  by  Mortgages,) $68,065  00 

Balance  of  the  Professoral  Fund,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees 
of  Ruto-ers  College,  and  transferred  to  General  Synod,  as  per  ac- 
count ol'  Peter  Spader,  Agent,  &c.,  on  the  1st  of  Mny,  1850,  which 
is  loaned  on  Bonds  secared  by  Mortgages  on  property  in  the  State     ^  ^^^  ^^ 
of  New-Jersey, - •  -  -  -  -.-  -  -  - ;  -     "' 

Twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock,  ten  of  which  belong  to        ,k«  f.f^ 
Rutgers  College,  valued  at ^'J  "^ 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhom's  note V'-"-: o  osr  ^q 

Balance  in  the  Bank  to  the  credit  of  General  Synod, • ^^^_JZ 

Amount  of  impaid  subscriptions  to  the  Permanent  Fund  of 

General  Synod, ""yc-r -.-.---§2^50  00 

Deduct  this  amount,  which  the  Board  beheve  cannot  be  col- 

lected, ' 

Leavmg  subscriptions  supposed  to  be  good, .glgjOOJO 

BOARD    OF   DOIVIESTIO    IVIISSIONS. 
There  has  been  invested  for  this  Board,  on  Bond  secured  by  Mort-      ^^^^^  ^^ 
gage, : '-^' 

MINUTES    OF    GENERAL   SYNOD. 
There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  during  the      ^^^^  ^^ 

past  year, -. —  ','"  ' c" oki  so 

And  there  has  been  paid  for  prmtmg  M.nutes,  paper,  <fcc., "°  '  "" 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,  President, 

JOHN  KNOX, 

W.  B.  CROSBY,  1-  Directors. 

THEO.  FRELINGHUYSEN, 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
J^ewYorl;  1st  June,  ISbO. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  liaving  reported,  Synod  pjoceeded 
to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation.  On  count- 
inn-  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen  :  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Van  Nest,  President;  Messrs.  William  B.  Crosby,  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen,  and  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Directors;  and  Mr. 
Isaac  Young,  Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Twelve  copies  of  tlie  Minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  and  extra  sessions 
of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  were  received  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegates  appointed  to 
attend  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church : — 

To  the  General  Sxjnod  of  the  Heformed  Dutch  Church : 

The  undersigned,  delegates  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  respectfully  report :  That  agreeably  to  your  appoint- 
ment, they  attended  several  sessions  of  that  reverend  body  at  Norris- 
town,  in  October  last.  They  were  cordially  received,  hospitably 
entertained,  fraternally  treated,  and  much  pleased  with  the  wisdom, 
piety,  candor,^ and  zeal  which  distinguished  its  deliberations  and  directed 
its  efforts.  From  the  nature  of  the  business  transacted,  the  evano-eli- 
cal  spirit  shown,  the  commendable  attachment  manifested  to,  and'^the 
■wise  proA-isions  made  for  her  institutions,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  in  all  that  appertains  to  her  welfare,  is 
fast  rising  in  excellence  and  efficiency.  She  has  but  one  missionary'  in 
the  foreign  field,  from  whom  cheering  accounts  are  received.  She 
is  arousing  to  the  important  and  immense  work  of  evangelizino-  the 
large_  German  population  that  is  yearly  augmenting  in  our  coimrry. 
Judging  from  the  indications  given,  she  is  destined  in  the  providence 
of  God  to  accomplish  much  good ;  and  if  her  efforts  as  a  denomina- 
tion be  commensurate  with  her  opportunities,  she  will  yet  sway  a 
commanding  influence  in  the  cause  of  our  common  Lord. 

It  appears  that  the  Liturgy  of  the  Palatinate  has  heretofore  been 
used  in  conducting  the  public  services  of  her  sanctuaries,  but  has  now 
very  generally  fallen  into  neglect.  This  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  regret ; 
consequently  the  revival  of  her  liturgical  service  elicited  a  very  inter- 
esting, protracted,  and  animated  debate :  but  while  the  importance  of 
a  well-formed  liturgy  was  conceded,  the  opinion  was  unanimous  that  it 
should  not  be  made,  by  any  Synodical  enactment,  to  encroach  upon 
Christian  liberty. 

In  the  parting  address  to  your  delegates,  they  were  desired  to  con- 
vey to  your  Synod  (he  high  regard,  expressed  by  the  President  in 
behalf  of  the  German  Reformed  (Jhurch,  which  that  body  entertains  for 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Churh  and  her  institutions  ;  together  with  the 
prayer  that  "  grace,  mercy  and  peace"  might  abundantly  bless  her  in 
all  her  interests  and  operations. 

In  conclusion,  w^e  think  there  are  many  reasons  why  a  peculiar 
attachment  between  these  two  denominations  should  subsist  and  be 
nourished,  so  long  as  the  same  standards  of  truth  are  publicly  recoo-. 
mzed,  and  faithfully  adhered  to  by  a  mutual  preference.     We  parted 
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from  our  brethren  much  gratified,  after  assuring  them  of  the  Christian 
feeling  and  brotherly  love  entertained  for  them  by  our  Church. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  R.  GORDON, 
TALBOT  W.  CHAMBERS. 
January  1st,  1850. 

The  followincr  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  appointed  to 
attend  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
held  in  the  year  1849:— 

The  delegate  appointed  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  would  respectfully  report:     ihat  he 
fulfilled  his  commission  under  the  most  favorable  auspices  ot  Divme 
Providence  ;  and  although  the  pestilence  was  sweepmg  over  the  coun- 
try your  deleo-ate  and  all  the  members  of  the  Assembly  were  preserved 
from  its  ravages.     Your  delegate  was  received  with  tlie  most  respectful 
and  fraternal  welcome.     It  contributed  much  to  his  pleasure  that  his 
personal  friend,  the  distinguished  Kirwan,  was  called  by  acclaniation 
to  the  chair.     Your  delegate  is  happy  to  add  his  testimony  to  that  of 
former   commissioners  respecting  the  dignity,  the  Christian  propriety, 
the  noble  bearing  of  this  judicature  of  the  Church.     Deep  attention 
to  business,  directness  and  brevity  in  argument,  and  not  a  little  spirit- 
stirrino-   eloquence,  distinguished  the  deliberations   of  the  Assembly 
Every°reference  to  our  beloved  Church  was  particularly  courteous  and 
brotherly      The  great  interests  confided   to  that  branch  of  Zion  ap- 
peared to  be  eminently  prospered  by  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  ; 
and  althouo-h  a  few  ardent  brethren  felt  extremely  desirous  of  agitating 
the  slavery  question,  the  Assembly  stood  nobly  firm  on  their  old  and 
Scriptural  ground.    In  conclusion,  your  delegate  felt  that  he  was  stand- 
ino-  in  the  midst  of  brothers  "good  and  true ;"  and  the  hope  swelled  m 
his  breast,  (in  which  he  doubts  not  this  Synod  participate,)  that  this 
fraternal  correspondence  and  union  may  continue  imtil  all  the  divisions 
of  the  "sacramental  host"  shall  be  marshalled  into  one  great  army  of 
truth  and  love,  and  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell  shall  fall,  like  light- 
ning, before  it. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

I.  N.  WYCKOFF,  Delegate. 

The  Rev.  David  Magie,  D.  D.,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  appeared 
in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  appointment,  took 
his  seat  as  a  corresponding  delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  attend  the 
last  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  :— 

To  the  President  of   General  Synod : 

Rev  and  Dear  Sir,— I  respectfully  report  to  the  General  Synod, 
that  in'compliance  with  the  appointment  made  last  June,  I  attended,  as 
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tiieir  delegate,  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Cburcli,  recently  held  at  Cincinnati.  The  Assembly  commenced  its 
sessions  o^n  Thursday,  the  IGth  day  of  May,  and  continued  until  Monday 
evening,  the  27th.  A  very  large  number  of  delegates  was  present,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  body  were  marked  by  great  gravity  and  earn- 
estness, and  by  great  harmony  of  action  on  the  important  topics  which 
engaged  their  attention.  It  was  gratifying  to  observe  that  by  far  tlie 
larger  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Assembly,  while  your  delegate  was 
present,  was  devoted  to  those  high  purposes  which  seem  most  appro- 
priate, and  certainly  most  animating  to  such  an  assemblage.  Little 
time  comparatively  was  required  on  this  occasion  for  mere  formal  or 
judicial  business,  which  so  often  occupies  a  large  share  of  the  attention 
of  our  superior  judicatories,  and  is  apt  but  to  excite  feeling  and  reveal 
the  imperfections  of  Christians.  On  the  contrary,  successive  days 
were  spent  in  listening  to  the  reports  of  the  several  Boards  under  the 
care  of  the  Assembly,  and  in  devising  plan^,  for  their  more  extended 
and  efficient  action.  These  Boards  are  well  sustained  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  llie  churches,  and  enlist  the  aftections  of  the  people  ;  and  in  her 
Publishing,  Education,  and  Missionary  Committees,  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  her  church  capacity,  has  organized  a  system  of  agencies  by 
which  her  part  will  be  well  performed  in  the  work  of  endeavoring  to 
elevate  and  purify  the  moral  condition  of  our  spreading,  teeming  popu- 
ation  at  home,  and  in  diffusing  the  gospel  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  In  your  name  your  delegate,  with  delighted  heart,  bade  them 
God  speed. 

I  was  received  and  treated  with  great  cordiality  and  courtesy ;  and 
was  requested  to  bear  back  to  the  General  Synod  assurances  of  entire 
confidence  and  affection  on  the  part  of  the  General  Assembly.  Though 
acting  under  separate  organizations,  it  seemed  to  be  felt  by  the  breth- 
ren there  collected,  that  in  reality,  in  the  great  ends  in  view,  in  the 
principles  maintained  by  both  bodies,  and  in  heart,  we  are  one.  Dele- 
gates were  appointed  (a  primarius  and  secundus)  to  attend  your  present 
session,  one  of  whom  it  is  hoped  will  be  present  with  you. 

With  sincere  thanks  to  the  General  Synod  for  the  honor  thus  con- 
ferred upon  me,  and  with  profound  respect, 

I  am,  Mr.  President,  your  obedieht  servant, 

t  THOMAS  E.  VERMILYE. 

JS^cw-Yorl;  June  8(h,  1850. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  respectfully  report  to  the  General 
Synod,  that  only  two  items  of  business  have  been  brought  before 
them.  First,  the  communication  from  several  members  of  the  Classis 
of  Illinois,  requesting  further  action  of  this  Synod  about  the  church 
at  Brunswick  in  Illinois ;  and  second,  the  nomination  of  persons  as 
delegates  to  the  two  bodies  witli  whom  Ave  are  in  correspondence. 

In  relation  to  the  communication  from  several  members  of  the  Clas- 
sis of  Illinois,  it  appears  : 

First.  That  throe  fourths  of  the  members  of  said  church  at  Bruns- 
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..MUin;.  applied  ™0.oW  of  >«^^^ 

a  k««,.'^«"f  "y/°  "L  „3of  alleg^^  influence  nsed  for  that 
p"VVlf  Kt.  M*  Fir^t  P..esblteria.  minister,  who  had 

been  ^-fy}^S^:^^^^^^  ,,  Brunswick  proceeded,  not- 

Second    I'  fPP"^'^"  ;'™  ^      „t  of  the  Olassis  of  Illinois,  to  make 

'■''f '?o'n1o te  Svtery  of'^Peoria  to  be  admitted  into  it,  without 

Td  di::rs.o°y  letferf  iLl  they  granted  in  view  of  all  the  crcnm- 

"^S  That  the  Classis  used  all  proper  means  to  advise  and  remon- 
strSwiAthe  church  at  Brunswick  in  relation  to  the.r  course,  and 
strate  wii  i  i  p„_|,vt,erv  of  Peoria,  without  any  good  results. 
''''FotiA  It  apta  U-°t  the  ciassis  of  Illinots  brought  the  whole 
:.  t  l^fnre  General  Synod  last  year,  when  the  Synod  atormed 
:?t  S'th  a*»o^  tlrTpreslytery  of/pecria  is  deemed  to  be  at  va- 
•  I  l\th  fhe  sDirit  of  our  articles  of  correspondence,  and  that  the 
nance  ^f  ^f^^^^^^^  to  carry  up  the  case  to  the  appropriate 

^^'TtoHesrtle  Presbyterian  Church,  if,  in  their  judgment,  on  a 
i^Sr^eview,  ty  shalf  deem  it  expedient  and  necessary."     (>ride 

"^fS:   utppears  that  the  Classis  of  Illinois  earned  the  -se  regu- 
1    1  ■^thVforethe   Synod  of  IlUnois,  which  body  affirmed  that      it 
arly  ^P  ^f^^^^^^^^^^  ,^l,ieh  there  is  no  remedy"  ;  but  did  not  touch 

tL'mtte    ofc^^^^^^^^^^^  the  Classis,  namely,  that  the  Presbytery 

S  Peoria  vLw   the  articles  of  correspondence  by  receiving  said 

^^^Tl;^^^^^  ^tage  of  the  case,  the  Classis  of 
Illinois  was  equafly  divided  about  the  propriety  of  carrying  tbe  matter 
Illinois  was  equy  ^    .     ^  ^j    ^  j^  i^  j^  consequence  of  this  tie 

^Z^!^^^^^^^^^'  further  action  have  brought  the 

"t:^^^  "  of  ^  case  ;  and  with  a  view  of  disposing 
of  H  r  Committee  are  unanimous  in  recommending  the  adoption  of 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution  by  this  General  Synod : 

mt  whel-eas  the  Classis  of  Illinois  have  not  yet  carried  the  case 
7   tVpHn-il  iudicatorv  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  therefore, 
"C  tri  at  it  be  feft  to  their  decision  to  take  such  future  action 

nn  n  ra  eful  review  of  the  case,  they  may  consider  necessary. 
'''TlieComr^te  conclude  their  report' by  remaining  that  there  does 
.o^aopeai  t™  be  anything  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  or  in°the  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  U.e 
?resCterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  requinng  any  action  by  ths 
r  fv^  nor  can  we  avoid  noticing,  that  we  consider  this  correspond- 
^^AnP  to  be  cherished  and  cultivated,  as  being  in  our  opinion  emi- 
Sy"  Icuh^^^^^^^  P--te  Christian  love  and  courtesy  between  these 
tranches  of  the  true  v^n.^^  .^  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

L.  H.  VAN  DYCK,  Chairman. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double  num- 
ber of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  corresponding 
Churches,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  the  following 
were  chosen : — 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Preshytcrian  Church — Rev.  James 
Scott,  Primarius,  and  Rev.  Simon  V.  E.  Westfall,  Secundus. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church — Rev.  Edwin 
Holmes  and  Francis  M.  Kip,  Prhnarii,  and  Rev.  Abraham  R.  Van 
Nest  and  Hervey  D.  Ganse,  Secundi. 

Whereas,  there  has  been  some  degree  of  informality  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  churches  vinder  the  care  of  this  Synod  and  those  under 
the  care  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  have 
been  accustomed  to  transfer  their  connection  from  one  body  to  the 
other ; 

Resolved,  That  if  the  General  Assembly  shall  concur,  no  church 
shall  be  transferred  from  the  one  body  to  the  other  without  the  formal 
dismissal  of  the  Presbytery  or  Classis  with  which  it  shall  have  been 
connected. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegate  of  this  Synod  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly be  instructed  to  call  the  attention  of  that  body  to  the  above  reso- 
lution, and  to  solicit  its  concurrence. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

SYNODICAL    REPORTS    ON    THE    STATE    OF   THE    CHURCHES. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulations,  the  Synod  spent  a  part 
of  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  its  session  in  religious  exercises, 
conducted  agreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a  committee  for 
that  purpose,  consisting  of  Rev.  Jas.  B.  Ten  Eyck,  Jeremiah  S.  Lord, 
and  William  W,  Halloway,  and  the  Elders  Jacob  Lansing  and  Anthony 
M.  Van  Bergen. 

Resolved,  That  a  Synodical  prayer-meeting  be  held  every  morning 
during  the  present  session,  in  the  consistory  room  of  this  church,  to 
commence  at  8  o'clock. 

The  Rev.  James  Scott,  William  R.  S.  Betts,  and  the  Elder,  Joseph 
W.  Duryea,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  make  arrangements  for 
holding  a  meeting  for  reliirions  exercises  on  the  evening  of  the  third 
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day  of  tlie  session,  who  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and 
the  meeting  was  held  accordingly. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  :— 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Rehgion  would  respectfully  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  General  Synod  the  followmg  report : 

The  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synods  of  ^ew-\ork  and  A  bany 
m-esente  annate  lio-hts  and  shades,  which  have  marked  the  history 
J  he  Chu.^h  in  this  present  world.  Sources  of  joy  are  opened  ma- 
sons of  humiliation  presented,  prospective  grounds  of  hope  f^rn  ^^ed 
The  external  condition  of  the  Church  is  generally  prosperous,  and 
faithfulness  characterizes  those  to  whom  are  intrusted  1-'  concems 
and  her  interests.  The  doctrines  of  the  gospe  are  expounded,  Scrip- 
tural duties  urged,  with  little  admixture  of  the  exaUng  '^i-J«  of  the 
day,  of  the  commandments  of  men  with  the  injunctions  of  the  ^^  ord 

""^  At°?he  same  time  it  is  evident  that  the  success  of  the  gospel  has  not 
been  commensurate  with  the  anticipations  which  the  existing  state  of 
things  would  seem  to  have  warranted. 

On  the  other  part,  the  review  of  the  history  of  the  past  ecclesiasti- 
cal year  would  induce  the  indulgence  of  the  hope   that  God  has  begun 
to  h'ft  upon  the  churches  the  returning  light  of  his  favorable  regard 
Indications  for  good  are  afforded  by  the  more  enlarged  effusion  of  the 
sS  of  prayer  on  the  followers  of   the  Redeemer,  by   the   gentle 
descent  of' the  Spirit,  by  the  proportion  of  ^^^^ 7°^"/.  ^;^^"f  §  ^T 
ration  in  the  aggregate  number  of  those  mgathered  into  the  Chu  ch 
On  this  topic  a"?leasing  incident  is  furnished  by  the  sta  ement,  that 
four  onhe%ast?rsbelo°nging  to  the  Classis  of  Pou^hkeepsie  have  each 
been  caused  to  rejoice  in  the  conversion  of  a  child  to  God  who  gave 
marked  evidences   of  steadfastness  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  and  of 
growth  in  piety.     The   same  fact  is  reported  of  two  other  pastors 
belono-ing  to  other  Classes.     Twelve  young  ladies  belonging  to  a  Bible- 
class  ha?e  been  added  to  the  First  church  of  Newark,  on  confession  of 
faith.     Also  eighteen  other  young  persons,  who  were  connected  naore 
or  less  with  the  Sabbath-school,  have  been  received  into  the  church  of 
Flatbush      These  instances  show  the  importance  of  \shonng  earnestly 
and  prayerfully  to  train  up  the  young  in  the  way  they  should  go,  on 
the  Lxi  oi  nareiit^  and  ministers  of  the   Church,  organized  as  the 
devository  of  Divine  Truth  and  the  means  of  evangelizing  the  nations. 
Another  indication  for  good  is  drawn  from  the  consideration  that  the 
tone  of  religious  feeling  in  many  churches  is  m  advance  of  the  attain- 
ments of  some  years  last  past,  and  in  some,  revivals  of  rehgion  have 
been  enioyed  and  additions  made.  _  _      . 

Should  not  these  indications  for  good  prove  illusive,  as  m  times  of  a 
drou-ht  indications  of  a  shower  prove  to  be  deceptive-appearances  of 
clouds  without  water,  driven  about  by  the  ^inds-we  may  indulge  the 
Dleasing  hope  that  the  tremendous  influences  of  indifference,  lukewarm- 
ness^  spiritual  declension,  and  worldly-mindedness  are  beginmng  to 
^ane  -a  spirit,  which  as  an  incubus  has  rested  on  the  churches,  which 
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is  thought  more  effectually  to  have  paralj'zed  efforts  and  dispirited 
enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  ministry  and  the  Church,  tlian  the  pre- 
ceding trials  with  which,  in  the  different  periods  of  the  world,  God 
has  been  pleased  to  afllict  his  heritage.  True,  persecution  has  scat- 
tered the  flock,  but  it  hath  also  scattered  abroad  the  preachers  of  the 
gospel.  True,  judgment  has  begun  at  the  house  of  God,  but  they 
have  purged  the  Church,  and  tlieir  record  furnishes  ensamples  for 
instruction  and  admonition  to  those  on  whom  the  ends  of  the  world 
have  come.  Afflictions  and  chastisements,  severe  and  protracted 
though  they  be,  in  their  issue  show, 

"  God  everywhere  hath  sway, 

And  all  things  serve  liis  might ; 
His  every  act  pure  blessing  is, 
His  path  unsullied  light." 

Though  bigotry  hath  developed  her  disgusting  features,  it  hath  been 
superseded  by  the  charity  of  the  gospel.  Fanaticism  and  superser- 
viceablc  zeal,  whilst  they  have  shown  the  imperfection  of  sanctification, 
have  excited  antagonistic  influences,  which  have  caused  those  who  have 
walked  about  Zion  to  mark  her  bulwarks  and  consider  her  palaces,  &c. 
But  lukewarmness,  indifterence,  spiritual  declension,  and  worldy-mind- 
edness,  have  dejected  the  ministry,  caused  their  hands  to  fall  through 
■weariness,  have  produced  illiberality  in  sustaining  religious  enterprises 
and  institutions,  have  taxed  to  the  utmost  limits  of  endurance  the  vigor 
of  the  body  and  the  energy  of  the  mind,  disturbed  the  permanency  of 
spiritual  relations,  and  caused  many  servants  of  God  to  go  to  and  fro 
in  thought,  if  not  in  fact,  through  the  earth,  to  seek  a  more  congenial 
soil  on  which  to  cast  the  seed  of  truth,  where  it  might  bring  forth  fruit 
twenty,  sixty,  or  an  hundred  fold. 

The  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  in  their  report  to  Synod,  A.  D. 
1849,  in  reference  to  the  Eastern  department,  say,  that  upon  the  whole 
review  of  the  year  past,  they  cherish  a  clear  conviction  that  great  good 
has  been  accomplished  in  that  department,  and  that  they  are  furnished 
with  happy  encouragement  to  go  forward.  In  reference  to  the  Western 
department  it  is  said,  that  during  the  past  year  missionaries  have 
labored  with  untiring  diligence  and  zeal  in  their  work,  and  that  they 
have  not  been  left  without  cheering  tokens  of  the  Lord's  presence  and 
blessinor. 

The  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence  in  relation  to  our  missionary 
operations  at  Borneo,  have  been  mysterious  and  afflictive.  Rev.  Mr. 
Steele  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Youngblood  have  returned  with  impaired 
health.  We  feel  called  upon  to  commit  the  interests  of  this  mission  to 
the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  praying  that  in  his  own  time  he  will 
restore  the  impaired  health  of  our  missionaries,  and  return  them,  with 
additional  helpers,  to  their  former  field  of  labor. 

Your  Committee  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  mission  to  China  is  in  a 
prosperous  state,  and  that  a  wide  field  is  opened  to  the  Church  of 
Christ. 

To  realize  those  delightful  hopes  which  we  so  fondly  cherish — for 
that  consummation  so  devoutly  desired,  so  fervently  supplicated,  there 
is  need  of  the  spirit  of  fervent,  importunate,  persevering,  unceasing 
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prayer— more  of  entire  consecration  of  services  and  means  in  caiTying 
onward  to  its  full  execution  the  commission  of  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church,  and  in  sustaining  the  efforts  put  forth  in  obedience  thereto. 

Time  is  rapidly  completing  its  course.  MiUions  of  our  race,  during 
the  past  ecclesiastical  year,  have  finished  their  earthly  existence 
Amoncrst  this  number  are  chronicled  the  names  of  distinguished  and 
useful  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  In  our  department  of  Z.on  are  regis- 
tered the  names  of  the  Rev.  John  A.  Yates,  D.  D.,  and  Phihp  Duryea 
D  D  Your  Committee  feel  that  in  the  removal  of  these  beloved 
brethren,  the  providence  of  God  inculcates  renewed  diligence  on  the 
part  of  those  who  survive.  "  We  watch  for  souls  as  they  who  must 
Sive  account."  As  suddenly  and  soon  we  may  be  called  to  render  in 
that  account.  That  we  may  render  it  with  joy  and  not  with  grief  we 
are  admonished  to  be  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  as  we  have 
opportunity,  assiduously  laboring  by  the  enriching  promises  ot  the 
ffospel  to  allure,  and  by  the  terrors  of  the  law  to  persuade  men. 

Time  is  rapidly  completing  its  course.  As  it  bears  towards  eternity 
all  embarked  on  its  bosom,  it  is  rolling  onwards  the  period  when  in  the 
ruin  of  all  antagonistic  powers  which  have  so  long  persecuted  and  at- 
flicted  the  Church,  she  shall  shine  in  full-orbed  glory,  and  the  Re- 
deemer's work  will  be  complete,  his  spiritual  rule  established.  _ 

The  Word  of  God  reveals  and  establishes  our  taith  immovably^  m 
these  future  glorious  and  universal  triumphs  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ 
The  heathen  will  be  given  to  him  for  an  inheritance,  and  the  ends  ot 
the  earth  for  his  possession.     Is  it  so?     Then,  onward,  brethren,  on- 
ward, united  in  counsel,  united  in  effort. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  TEN  EYCK,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

SY  NODICAL      REFERENCES. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  ]\Iinutes  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
report.  They  have  examined  the  Minutes  of  the  last  General  Synod, 
of  the  Extra  Session,  and  of  the  two  Particular  Synods,  and  would  refer 
to  the  following  as  requiring  the  attention  of  this  Synod  : 

1.  On  p.  458  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  we  find  the 
appointment  of  two  delegates  to  attend  a  Convention  on  the  subject  of  a 
closer  union  among  Presbyterian  Churches,  to  be  held  at  Albany,  1st 
of  November,  1849.     The  Synod  will  probably  receive  a  report.; 

2.  On  p.  495  is  a  resolution  appointing  a  Committee  to  examine 
the  Minutes  of  General  Synod  and  other  documents,  and  report  on 
the  present  state  of  the  covenant  relations  existing  between  General 
Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College. _ 

"On  p.  496,  this  Committee  was  enlarged  and  directed  to  report 
to  this  Synod. 

On  page  496,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  condition 
and  investments  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund. 

In  reference  to  the  report  of  these  Committees,  an  Extra  Session  of 
General  Synod  was  called  at  Schenectady,  in  the  Minutes  of  which 
the  following  subjects  were  referred  to  this  Synod,  (see  pages  1,  8.) 

In  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  page  22,  is 
reference  to  the  application  of  the  Classis  of  Holland,  in  Michigan,  to 
be  received  by  that  Synod.  Whereupon  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  were  adopted : 

On  p.  Y  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  we  find 
recommendations  of  Josiah  Markle,  by  the  Classis  of  Albany,  and  of 
Isaac  Colyer,  by  the  Classis  of  Greene,  for  aid  from  the  funds  of  the 
Church. 

On  page  505  of  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  will  be  found 
resolutions  appointing  a  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions,  and  fixing  his  salary. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RANSFORD    WELLS,   Chairman. 

• 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  refers  to  the  Classis 
of  Holland,  in  Michigan,  and  the  state  of  the  churches  belonging  to 
said  Classis,  be  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  John 
Knox,  I.  N.  Wyckoff,  J.  A.  Liddell,  and  the  Elders,  Abraham  Van  Nest 
and  Anthony  M.  Van  Bergen. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  reception 
under  the  care  of  Synod  of  the  Classis  of  Holland,  together  with  the 
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state  of  the  churches  composing  said  Classis,  respectfully  report:  That 
this  Classis  comprises  nine  organized  churches,  with  an  average  of  one 
hundred  members  each,  and  enjoys  the  services  of  six  ministers.  The 
individuals  of  whom  these  churches  are  composed,  are  emigrants  from 
Holland,  who,  driven  by  the  combined  influence  of  temporal  necessity, 
produced  by  onerous  taxation  and  an  over-crowded  population,  and  a 
grievous  interference  with  their  rights  of  conscience,  have  taken  refuge 
in  this  land  of  the  free.  By  their  orderly  and  industrious  habits,  and 
especially  by  their  consistent  and  exemplary  Christian  demeanor,  they 
have  already,  in  their  new  home,  won  for  themselves  high  commend- 
ation and  given  earnest  of  taking  rank  with  the  soundest  and  best 
portions  of  the  community.  Descended  from  the  same  time-honored 
Church  through  which,  in  her  palmier  days,  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  of  North  America  derived  her  cherished  religious  institutions 
and  privileges,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  we  should  naturally  care  for 
these  exiles  from  the  fatherland.  They  have  accordingly  been  received 
with  a  cordial  and  liberal  sympathy,  in  New-York,  Albany,  Buffalo, 
Detroit,  and  all  other  places  to  which  they  have  come.  Strangers,  in 
a  strange  land,  beloved  for  their  own  and  for  their  fathers'  sakes,  they 
are  entitled  to  a  cordial  welcome  into  the  ecclesiastical  fellowship 
which  they  solicit,  and  all  suitable  aid  in  their  establishment  in  the 
home  of  their  choice. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Classis  of  Holland  be  received  under  the 
care  of  General  Synod,  and  that  it  be  connected  with  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  religious  condition  and  necessities  of  the 
Holland  emigrants,  wherever  they  are  dispersed  throughout  our 
country,  be  commended  to  the  particular  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

JOHN   KNOX,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  report  on  Synodical  Minutes  as  refers 
to  recommendation  of  persons  for  aid  from  Education  Funds,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  reported,  and 
their  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  report :  That  nothing  has  come  before 
them  claiming  the  attention  of  Synod. 

FRANCIS  M.  KIP,   Chairman. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

SYNODICAL     APPEALS. 

Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

CHURCH    GOVERNMENT. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 

DOCTRINES    AND    MORALS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XL 

CUSTOMS      AND     USAGES. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

SCHOOLS    AND    CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was 
received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  presented 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  Sab- 
bath-school Union  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported,  and  their  Report  was  adopt- 
ed, and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Education  respectfully  report:  That  from  the 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  we  are  informed  there  are  eighteen 
beneficiaries  under  their  care,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn,  concerning 
all  of  them,  that  their  instructors  give  ample  testimony  of  their  pro- 
gress in  study  and  correct  deportment.  It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted 
that  in  consequence  of  the  very  limited  amount  of  funds  contributed 
by  the  churches,  only  four  new  beneficiaries  have  been  received  during 
the  past  year.  Not  that  more  ought  not  to  have  been  taken  under  their 
care,  for  other  worthy  applicants  have  been  propounded  for  admission, 
to  whom  the  painful  announcement  has  of  necessity  been  made,  "We 
have  not  funds  to  aid  you."  This  is  the  more  trying  both  to  the  Board 
and  the  young  men,  in  view  of  the  wants  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and 
the  claims  of  perishing  millions,  who  are  stretching  out  their  hands, 
and  with  imploring  cries,  asking  for  the  living  teacher  of  the  Gospel 
of  the  blessed  God. 

From  the  Treasurer's  Report,  it  appears  that  only  |4,061  16  have 
been  received  from  the  churches  and  benevolent  individuals,  and  of  this 
sum  one  hundred  dollars  was  a  specific  donation  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose. So  that  the  whole  of  these  contributions  avail  only  to  the  edu- 
cation and  support  of  two  beneficiaries  and  the  tuition  fees  of  a  third. 
It  is  with  gratitude  to  the  donor,  James  Bogert,  Jr.,  Esq.,  we  record 
his  renewed  liberality  of  endowing  another  scholarship  in  the  amount 
of  two  thousand  dollars.     We  recommend  the  following  resolution  : — 
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Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod  be  and  hereby 
is  instructed  to  transmit  to  James  Bogert,  Jr.,  and  to  all  other  persons 
who  by  their  hberality  shall  have  endowed  scholarships  in  our  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  a  copy  each  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  annually  during 
their  respective  lives. 

There  are  now  sixteen  scholarships  endowed,  and  one  in  progress 
of  accumulation  ;  to  which  is  added  the  legacy  of  the  late  Rev. 
Nicholas  Lansing,  amounting  to  six  hundred  dollars. 

During  the  past  year  Mr.  S.  B.  Schieftelin  has  paid  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Board  one'  hundred  dollars,  "  to  be  used  towards  paying  an 
agent  to  gather  men  and  money  for  the  cause  of  education,  or  to  be 
used  in  having  sermons  preached,  or  articles  written  and  published, 
which  may,  Avith  the  Divine  blessing,  cause  the  Dutch  Church  to  be 
more  active  in  furnishing,  preparing,  and  sustainmg  missionaries." 
The  spirit  which  has  prompted  this  contribution  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 
The  donor  has  evidently  felt  the  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom  to  be 
deeply  involved  in  this  cause.  The  cause  of  the  destitute  and  perish- 
ing has  occupied  his  thoughts  and  engaged  his  affections.  The  blessed 
missionary  work  is  concerned  in  it,  for  in  this  training  of  young  men 
for  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  his  eye  has  been  turned  towards  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Dutch  Church  in  raising  up,  qualifying, 
and  sending  forth  faithful  men,  able  to  teach  others  also.  But  the 
giver  has  also  seen  and  manifestly  deplored  the  apathy  of  the  churches 
as  to  this  matter.  Can  she  be  aroused  from  her  slumbers  ?  What 
method  can  be  adopted  for  her  awakening  ?  Shall  some  gifted  man, 
who  will  rightly  view  and  efficiently  urge  this  whole  subject  upon  the 
churches,  be  commissioned  to  go  forth  on  this  holy  errand  ?  The  ex- 
pense of  this  seems  too  large  for  our  scanty  treasury.  Cannot,  then, 
appropriate  sermons  be  preached,  or  some  concise  articles  be  written 
and  freely  circulated,  which  may  be  effectual  in  calling  out  the  energy 
of  Christians  and  the  friends  of  the  gospel  on  this  behalf?  Your 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  last  of  these  suggestions  of  the 
honored  donor  will  prove  seasonable  and  happy ;  they  therefore  recom- 
mend for  adoption  the  following  resolution  : — 

i?f.soZiie(/,  That  a  C  ommittee  consisting  of  Rev.  I.  Ferris  and  J.  Scott, 
and  Mr.  Schieftelin,  be  appointed,  to  issue  an  invitation  to  clergymen  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  to  transmit  to  them,  in  such  way  as  they 
may  deem  best,  manuscript  original  tracts,  from  which  a  selection  of  one 
or  more  shall  be  made  by  them  for  publication,  or  at  their  option  to  re- 
publish any  appropriate  existing  tract  or  tracts ;  and  that  a  large  edition 
of  the  same  be  issued  and  distributed  gratuitously  among  the  several 
Classes,  to  be  by  them  apportioned  among  the  churches  under  their 
care  ;  and  that  the  said  C  ommittee  offer  a  premium  out  of  the  donation 
of  Mr.  SchieffeUn  for  the  tract  or  tracts  which  shall  be  approved  and 
published. 

The  Board  of  Education  also  renew  their  proposal,  presented  last 
year  to  the  Synod,  for  reducing  the  operations  of  the  Church  in  this 
cause  to  a  more  uniform  system.  The  plan  referred  to  by  them  was 
then  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  its  interference  with  previous  regu- 
lations over  which  Synod  had  no  legal  control.     The  Board,  however, 
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deem  the  plan  so  important,  that  they  urge  its  consideration,  and  crave 
that  this  or  some  other  plan  may  be  devised,  by  which  the  efforts  of 
the  Church  may  be  consohdated  and  rendered  more  simple  and 
efficient.  The  proposed  plan  has  however  been  filed  among  the  papers 
of  the  last  General  Synod,  and  is  not  now  at  hand.  The  Committee 
therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor,  I.  N.  WyckofF,  J.  Gosman,  and 
Elders  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  and  Thomas  G.  Talmage,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Education,  and  with  them  to  devise  a 
more  efficient  system  for  our  future  educational  operations,  and  report 
thereon  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

The  Committee  have  also  had  referred  to  them  the  Report  of  the 
Synod's  Board  of  Sabbath-school  Union.  This  is  a  grateful  document, 
imparting  large  encouragement  to  those  who  labor  in  the  blessed  cause 
of  Sabbath-school  instruction,  and  cheering  to  the  churches.  It  cer- 
tainly is  desirable  that  the  schools  connected  with  our  body  should 
kindly  regard  and  efficiently  co-operate  with  this  Board,  and  your 
Committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  consistories  of  those  churches  of 
our  denomination,  whose  Sabbath-schools  are  not  connected  with  the 
General  Synod's  Board  of  Sabbath-school  Union,  be  affectionately  urged 
to  consider  the  claims  of  this  Board  upon  their  regard  and  co-operation, 
by  a  connection  of  their  schools  with  it. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  C.  TAYLOR,  Chairman 

June,  1850. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded 
to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education  whose  term  of 
service  has  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots  it  appeared  that  the  fol- 
lowing were  chosen,  viz. :— Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  Samuel  A.  Van 
Vranken,  and  the  Elder,  Abraham  Van  Nest. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  the  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
General  Synod's  Sabbath-school  Union,  whose  term  of  service  has  ex- 
pired. On  counting  the  ballots  it  appeared  that  the  following  were 
elected,  viz. :— Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  John  Knox,  Benjamin  C. 
Taylor,  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  Duncan  Kennedy,  and  Messrs.  John  S. 
Bussing,  John  M.  Keese,  James  D.  Oliver,  Charles  S.  Little,  Thomas 
Jeremiah,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  and  Walter  Bicker. 
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ARTICLE   XIII. 

EUTGKRS    COLLEGE. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers 
College  and  adjust  amicably  all  unsettled  business  in  reference  to  the 
funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  claimed  by  the  Synod,  reported, 
and  their  report  was  adopted  and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  appointed  by  General  Synod  at  its  Extra  Session  held 
in  August  last,  to  confer  with  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  and  if 
possible  adjust  amicably  all  unsettled  business  in  reference  to  the  Funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  claimed  by  the  Synod,  respectfully  report: 

That  a  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  Trustees  to  confer  with  the 
Synod's  Committee,  and  several  meetings  of  the  two  Committees  have 
been  held.  That  in  the  explanations  given  in  reference  to  the  funds  m 
question  it  appears — 

That  the  resolution  of  the  Trustees,  reported  to  the  Synod  in  August 
last,  and  which  appears  on  page  7  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Extra  Session 
then  held,  was  believed  by  the  Trustees  to  present  all  the  information 
in  their  power  to  give  to  the  Committee  of  Synod  which  had  been 
appointed  in  June,  A.  D.  1849.  That  the  accounts  referred  to  in  said 
resolution  were  necessarily  made  the  basis  of  the  report  presented  to 
Synod  at  its  Extra  Session.  And  from  a  careful  examination  of  that 
report,  as  based  upon  the  data  thus  furnished  by  the  Trustees,  a  heavy 
deficiency  was  manifest. 

But  these  printed  statements  do  not  contain  all  the  items  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund.  '  And  to  exhibit  in  succinct 
form,  from  year  to  year,  commencing  with  April,  A.  D.  1831,  and 
extending  to  April,  A.  D.  1850,  the  actual  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
this  Fund,  your  Committee  have  been  furnished  by  the  Treasurer  of 
Rutgers  College  with  such  an  account  as  fully  presents  what  the  Synod 
have  desired  to  ascertain.  This  document,  which  accompanies  this 
report,  will  subserve  a  valuable  purpose,  and  a  similar  annual  statement, 
it  is  believed,  would  for  the  future  prevent  mistakes,  and  could  not  fail 
to  satisfy  the  Synod. 

It  is  proper  here  to  refer  to  one  item  of  charge  in  this  account,  in  the 
year  1843,  an  amount  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars for  tuition  fees  of  bene6ciaries  of  the  Education  Board.  This 
charge  was  sanctioned  by  a  resolution  of  the  Synod,  on  page  3G6  of 
Minutes  for  June,  1844. 

It  also  appears  by  a  statement  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  College,  that 
the  amount  of  tuition  fees  for  beneficiaries  on  the  Van  Benschoten 
Fund  since  1840,  is  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  that  previous  to  that 
time  no  tuition  fees  were  charged  to  said  beneficiaries. 

The  foregoing  charge  for  tuition  fees  of  beneficiaries  of  the  Educa- 
tion Board,  together  with  the  interest  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
and  that  which  has  accrued  but  not  yet  been  paid  in,  and  what  has  been 
added  to  the  principal  of  the  Fund,  ail  being  taken  into  the  computation, 
will  approximate  the  estimated  deficiency  stated  by  the  Synod's  Com- 


74  JUNE,  1850. 

mittee  of  June,  1849.     And  a  reasonable    allowance  should  be  made 
for  a  loss  of  interest  on  moneys  awaiting  investment. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  up  to  1st  of  April,  1850,  the 
true  statement  of  this  Fund  is  now  obtained,  and  beheve  the  whole 
matter  up  to  that  date  will  need  no  further  explanation. 

The  Rebecca  Knox  Fund  has  been  from  time  to  time  duly  reported, 
and  your  Committee  believe  it  to  have  been  satisfactorily  administered 
by  the  Trustees. 

The  Professoral  Fund. — A  balance  of  two  thousand  dollars  of 
this  Fund  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Golleo-e.  The  Treasurer  of  the  College  has  however  personally  stated, 
at  a  conference  of  the  two  Committees,  that  the  whole  of  the  said  Fund 
had  been  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Corporation  of  the  General 
Synod,  and  that  the  aforesaid  balance  was  yet  to  be  collected  by  him 
in  the  capacity  of  an  agent  for  Isaac  Young,  Esq.,  the  Ti-easurer  of 
General  Synod. 

It  is  proper  that  General  Synod  should  know  the  terms  of  the 
transfer  of  this  Fund,  accompanied  as  it  is  with  a  condition  required  on 
the  part  of  the  Trustees,  and  of  which  an  assurance  of  comphance  has 
been  given  by  the  Board  of  Corporation  on  behalf  of  the  Synod, 
although  no  information  was  given  to  the  Synod  of  such  assurance, 
when  they  reported  the  transfer,  in  June,  1828.  (See  Minutes  for  June, 
1828,  pp.103,  104.) 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Corpora- 
tion, under  date  of  the  12th  of  May,  1828,  specify  the  condition  and 
assurance  referred  to  : — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  at  the  house 
of  the  President,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1828  : 

"  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  having — in  consequence 
of  a  report  of  their  Committee,  J.  R.  Hardenbergh  and  Abraham 
Van  Nest,  Esquires,  made  to  them  on  the  subject  of  transfemng  to  the 
General  Synod  the  Professoral  Fund,  and  a  recommendation  of  said 
Committee  that  the  transfer  of  said  Fund  to  General  Synod  be  made 
upon  condition  that  they  give  assurance  in  writing,  that  '  the  interest 
of  the  said  Fund  shall  be  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  salary  of 
a  Professor  of  Theology  in  Rutgers  College  in  New-Brunswick,' — by  a 
resolution  dated  7th  April,  182'8,  resolved,  that  the  said  report  being 
accepted,  that  J,  R.  Hardenbergh  and  A.  Van  Nest  be  a  Committee 
to  make  the  transfer  of  said  Fund  in  conformity  to  the  recommen- 
dation contained  therein  ; — 

"The  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation  of  General  Synod  do 
therefore  hereby  agree  and  make  assurance  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  that  the  interest  of  said  Fund,  when  transferred  to 
General  Synod,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  applied  towards  the  payment 
of  the  salary  of  a  Professor  of  Theology  in  Rutgers  College  in  New- 
Brunswick,  which  they  accordingly  promise  on  behalf  of  General  Synod. 
"  By  order  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation. 

"  Henry  Rutgers,  President. 
"Eli  Baldwin,  Secretary." 
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"  At  a  mooting  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
General  Synod  oFthe  Reformed  Protestant  Dutcli  Church,  at  the  house 
of  tlie  President,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1828  : 

"  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  having,  by  their  resolution 
dated  7th  April,  1828,  resolved  that  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh  and 
Abraham  Van  Nest,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee  to  make  the  transfer  of 
the  Professoral  Fund  to  General  Synod  upon  a  certain  condition  therein 
mentioned ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Board  on  behalf  of  General  Synod  do  hereby 
promise  to  the  said  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  that  when 
the  said  Fund  is  transferred  accordingly,  the  collection  of  the  said  bonds 
and  mortgages  shall  not  be  enforced  in  less  than  three  years,  provided 
that  the  interest  arising  therefrom  be  punctually  paid,  and  the  principal 
according  to  the  opinion  of  this  Board  sufficiently  secured. 

"By  order  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation. 

"  Henry  Rutgers,  President. 
"Eli  Baldavin,  Secretary." 

The  foregoing  explanations  leave  nothing  in  reference  to  these  Funds 
for  adjustment,"  and  the  Committee  are  happy  in  being  freed  from  any 
further  controversy  in  respect  thereto, 

Theyhowever  respectfully  suggest  that  the  accompanying  statement, 
furnished  by  Peter  Spader,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  College,  be  printed 
at  length  on  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod  or  in  an  appendix  thereto, 
to  serve  for  future  reference,  and  to  do  justice  to  all  parties,  by  showing 
what  has  been  the  administration  of  these  Funds. 

They  submit  the  following  resolution  for  adoption  by  the  Synod  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College  annually  furnish  a 
statement  of  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds  as  to  receipts  and 
expenditures,  in  form  similar  to  that  furnished  by  him  to  the  Com- 
mittee, with  the  addition  of  the  amount  of  principal  of  the  Fund 
actually  invested,  and  the  usual  accompanying  list  of  securities  for  the 
investments  of  the  same,  and  that  said  annual  statement  be  published 
in  the  printed  Minutes  of  General  Synod. 
By  order  of  the  Committee. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Chairman. 

June,  A.  D.  1850. 
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The  following  is  the  account  in  detail  of  Peter  Spader,  Esq.,  Treas- 
urer of  Rutgers  College,  in  relation  to  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  above  report : — 


The  Account  of  P.  Spader,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  of  Receipts 
and  Disbursements  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  from  \st  Ap)ril, 
1831,  to  1st  Ajvil,  1850,  embracing  the  aggregate  amounts  in  each 
year. 


Dr. 
1831. 


1832. 


1833. 


1834. 


1835. 


1836. 


1837. 


1838. 


1839. 


1839. 


1840. 


1841. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, $745  00 

PriQcipal  loaned, 2,000  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 1,373  00 


$4,118  00 

Principal  loaned, 1,380  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 565  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 2,128  29 


4,073  29 

Principal  loaned, 4,000  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 1,225  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 467  09 

$5,692  00 

Principal  loaned, 1,200  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 1,185  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 113  43 

$2,498  43 


RECEIPTS.  Cr. 

Balance  due  Trustees  per  ac-  >  OfCRA  in 

count  rendered, J  *''"^  ^^ 

Principal  received, 2,000  00 

R.  0.  Currie, 210  00 

C.  Whitehead, 150  00 

Interest  received, 1,193  90 

$"4,118  00 


Principal  loaned, 1,700  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 1,175  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 414  57 

$3[289~57 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 1,165  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 681  42 

$1,846  42 

Principal  loaned, 1,600  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 838  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 742  69 

$3,180~69 

Principal  loaned, 300  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 1,237  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 886  59 


1832. 


1833. 


1835. 


$2,423  59 

Principal  loaned, 2,000  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 210  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 1,629  84 


Balance  of  old  account, 1,373  00 

Principal  received, 1,200  00 

R.  0.  Currie,  (bal.,) 300  00 

C.  AVhitehead, 100  00 

Interest  received, 1,100  29 

$4,073  29 

Balance  of  old  account, 2,128  29 

Principal  received, 2,500  00 

Interest  received, 1 ,063  8Q 

§5.692  09 

Balance  of  old  acco  unt, 467  09 

Principal  received, 1,000  00 

0.  Whitehead,  (bal.,) .'        44  34 

Interest  received, 987  00 

$2^98  43 

Balance  of  old  account, 113  43 

Principal  received, 2  000  00 

Interest  received, 1,176  14 

$3,289  57 

Balance  of  old  account, 414  57 

Interest  received, 1,431  85 

$1.848  42 

Balance  of  old  account 681  42 

Principal  received, 1,600  00 

Interest  received, 899  27 

$3,180~69 


1S.3S. 


Balance  of  old  account,. 

Interest  received, 

J.  H.  Bevier, 


$3,839  84 

Principal  loaned, 500  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 718  40 

Balance  to  new  account, 1.165  84 

$2,384  24 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 946  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 1,288  04 

$2,234  64 


Principal  loaned, 720  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 509  00 

Balance  to  new  account, ^fi'24  78 


$3,253  78 


Balance  of  old  account,  ^  ^  en 

Principal  received, i  "  S? 

Interest  received, "o  "I^ 

Balance  of  old  account,  1^3 

Principal  received, "§2 

Interest  received, "^  s 

■  ?■« 
J  B  ° 


742  69 

1,350  90 

330  00 

$2.42.3"^ 

886  59 

2,000  00 

953  25 


1840. 


1841. 


Balance  of  old  account,. 
Interest  received, . 


$2,384  24 

1,165T4 
1,068  80 

$2,234~64 

Balance  of  old  account, 1,288  64 

Principal  received, 700  00 

Interest  received, 1,265  14 

$3,2.53  78 
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Dr. 

1842 


1843. 


1844. 


1845. 


1846. 


1847. 


1848. 


1849. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Principal  loaned, 1,400  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 5G5  GO 

Balance  to  new  account, 2,77S  08 

§4,743  08 

Principal  loaned, l.OM  00 

P-Tid  to  beneficiaries 832  00 

Tuition  of  beneficiaries  of  the  ^ 

Education  .^iocicty.  charged  >    2,480  00 

by  order  of  the  Trustees,.  ) 
Balance  to  new  account, 1 


,161 


27 


Paid  to  beneficiaries 1.2(17  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 1,048  91 

Principal  loaned, 1,200  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 1,51.5  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 690  41 

§3.405  41 

Principal  loaned 300  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 1,770  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 140  51 

$2,210  51 


Principal  loaned, 1.000  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 1.346  76 

Balance  to  new  account, 206  67 

$2i553l3 


Principal  loaned, 1,650  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 1,069  25 

Balance  to  new  account, 782  45 


$3,-501  70 

Principal  loaned, 2,380  00 

Paid  to  beneficiaries, 855  00 

Paid  recording  mortgage, 50 

Paid  Rev.  Mr.  Labagh,  Com.,. .  1  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 1,027  21 

$4^63  71 


^^ 


1844. 


1845 


1846. 


1847. 


HECEIPTS.  <-r. 

Balance  of  old  account, 2,024  78 

Principal  received, 1  -400  00 

Intcre.-st  received, 1-318  30 

$4.743  08 

Balance  of  old  account, 2.778  08 

Principal  received, 1-TOO  00 

Interest  received, 1,}^-  81 

O.L.VanDyke, ^f  "» 

.1.  T.  Demarest, f'^^i 

D.  Abeel, _..!l!J? 

$6  423  27 

By  balance  of  old  account,. . . .   1,1«1  27 

Interest  received, i  Ajy4_04 

§2,255  91 

By  balance  of  old  account,...-  lii^'j^S  ^1 

Principal  received, t;'"Ti  V" 

Interest  received, _ias&_ou 

$;3,4U5  41 

Balance  of  old  acco\int, 300  00 

Principal  received, ^„.  -„ 

Interest  received, u^j^JJ^J^ 

$2,210  51 

Bal.-incc  of  old  account, 1  oon  00 

Principal  received, 1  -n''  92 

Interest  received, '- 

§2.553  43 

Balance  of  old  account, -.fi^Vn 

Principal  received, '■■f'}  ™ 

Interest  received, ^'"^^"^  '° 

Van  Dyke,  Tan  Cleef,  Fisher 

andQuick, _291_25 

§3.501  70 

Bal.ince  of  old  account, ^§2  45 

,...,.      1  2  400  00 

Prmopal  received, -'  „,  „(. 

Interest  received, ^'''^^  ^^ 


Balance  of  old  account. 


$4.263  71 
.$1,027  21 


P.  SPADER,  Treas.  12.  College. 


New-Brunsioick,  May,  1850. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Rutgers  College  on  the  covenant  relations  existing  between  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  and  the  said  Board,  reported,  and  their  report  vpas  adopted 
and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Extra  Session  of  the  General 
Synod,  held  in  the  month  of  August  last,  to  confer  with  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  in'reference  to  the  covenant  relations 
existing  between  the  Synod  and  the  said  Board,  would  respectfully 
report : 

That  shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Synod,  they  apprised  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  their  appointment,  and  requested  to  know  their 
views  in  relation  to  the  proposed  conference.  The  Board  promptly 
acted  upon  the  communication,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  and 
confer  with  the  Committee  of  the  General  Synod.     In  conformity  with 
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previous  arrangement  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  from  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  your  Committee  repaired  to  New-Brunswick,  on 
the  9Lh  day  of  October  last,  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  their 
conference ;  but  were  disappointed  in  so  doing,  in  consequence  of  not 
finding  a  majority  of  the  Committee  of  the  Trustees  present.  On  the  6th 
of  November  succeeding,  a  meeting  of  both  Committees  was  effected  in 
the  city  of  New-Yoik,  and  since  then  nine  or  ten  interviews  have  been 
held,  which,  in  addition  to  the  separate  meetings  of  your  Committee, 
make  something  like  twelve  or  fourteen  times  at  which  they  have  as- 
sembled in  relation  to  the  business  intrusted  to  them.  It  is  proper  to 
state  that,  in  consequence  of  severe  domestic  affliction,  the  Elder,  W.  C. 
Miller,  has  been  able  to  attend  only  two  of  the  above  meetings. 

The  first  matter  that  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Committee  was 
that  in  relation  to  the  old  Professoral  Fund,  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
Professor  of  Theology,  and  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,  be- 
queathed by  the  respective  donors,  for  the  education  of  young  men  for 
the  gospel  ministry.  Having  satisfactorily  adjusted  the  business 
connected  with  these  several  funds,  (a  separate  report  of  which  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Synod,)  the  Committee  took  up  the  subject 
of  the  existing  covenant  relations.  And  in  prosecuting  their 
inquiries  and  conference  in  reference  to  this  subject,  the  Committee 
have  been  constrained  to  take  a  somewhat  wider  range  than  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Synod  under  which  they  have  acted  might  at  first  view 
appear  to  sanction.  They  were  directed  "  to  obtain  the  views  of  the 
Board  of  Tiustees  of  the  present  state  of  our  relations,  and  the  terms 
on  which  they  wish  to  adjust  said  relations."  But  inasmuch  as  in 
their  conference  with  the  Board  of  Trustees,  they  were  to  make  a 
certain  report  which  had  been  presented  to  Synod,  "  as  far  as  they 
should  find  the  facts  therein  set  forth  to  be  correct,  the  basis  of  their 
action,"  and  as  that  document  covered  the  whole  subject  matters  of 
difference  between  the  Synod  and  the  Trustees  in  reference  to  those 
covenant  relations,  the  Committee  have  felt  themselves  fully  warranted 
in  the  course  which  they  have  adopted. 

In  order  more  fully  to  understand  and  adjust  the  subject  of  the 
covenant  relations,  the  several  articles  of  the  covenants  heretofore  made 
between  the  General  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  were  considered 
and  compared  with  the  alterations  or  amendments  of  the  same, 
which  have  been  subsequently  adopted  by  the  respective  parties. 

Two  covenants  have  been  formally  made  between  the  General 
Synod  and  the  Trustees— one  in  the  year  1807,  and  the  other  in  the 
year  182.5.  The  first  of  these  covenants  relates  chiefly  to  what  was 
then  called  the  Professorate  of  Theology.  It  was  intended  to  carry 
out  and  eilect  the  special  design  of  the  charter  of  Rutgers  (then 
Queen's)  College,  which  was  the  furnishing  the  churches  with  a 
learned  ministry.  This  covenant  was  made  in  virtue  of  an  application 
presented  to  the  General  Synod  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  through  the 
Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  to  unite  with  them  in  an  attempt  to 
revive  the  College,  which  "  had  ceased  to  be  known  and  considered  as 
such  for  many  years."  In  the  address  to  the  churches  under  their 
care,  published  by  the  General  Synod  in  the  year  1807,  they  use  the 
following  language  :    "  The  College   at  New-Brunswick,   which   was 
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founded  by  pious  men  for  the  express  purpose  of  promoting  the 
interests  of' religion,  had  languished  from  its  commencement  for  want 
of  patronage,  and  after  the  death  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Hardenbergh, 
was  become  nearly  extinct.  No  officers  presided  ;  no  students 
attended  ;  at  lenijth  nothing  was  taught  there.  But  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  ISOf,  the  Trustees  of  that  Seminary,  who  had  preserved 
their  charter  and  still  continued  a  legal  Board,  found  themselves 
excited  to  revive  their  College  ;  and  under  the  influence  of  the  same 
pious  spiiit  which  animated  the  first  founders,  made  an  immediate 
communication  of  their  intentions  to  the  Synod  of  New-York,  in  the 
month  of  May,  with  a  promise  to  render  the  College  subservient  to  the 
Professorate  of  Theology.  The  Synod  of  New- York  referred  the 
business  to  the  General  Synod,  to  whom  alone  whatever  relates  to  the 
Professorate  appertains." 

In  consequence  of  this  application  and  overture  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  the  covenant  of  1807  was  formally  adopted.  The  design 
and  object  of  this  covenant  are  specified  in  the  first  article,  which  is  that 
"in  the  plan  for  the  revival  of  said  College,  they  will  employ  their  efforts 
to  combine  its  literary  interests  with  a  decided  support  to  evangelical 
truth,  and  the  promotion  of  a  faithful  and  able  ministry  in  the  Dutch 
Church."  It  was  undoubtedly  especially  intended  to  render  the  Col- 
lege more  efficient  in  rearing  up  men  for  the  service  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  the  ministry  of  reconciliation.  And  there  w^as  a  loud 
call  for  some  special  efforts  in  this  behalf,  inasmuch  as  the  object  of 
the  charter  of  the  College  in  this  respect  had  been  thus  far  but  very 
partially  attained,  only  eleven  of  the  sixty  graduates  from  the  institu- 
tion having  entered  the  ministry  since  the  year  1770,  when  the  charter 
was  granted — a  period  of  thirty-six  years.  In  the  course  of  their 
investigations  your  Committee  have  found  that  this  covenant  has  not 
been  attered,  but  still  remains  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

It  has  indeed  been  alleged,  that  the  latter  clause  in  the  seventh 
article  of  this  covenant,  which  authorizes  the  appropriation  in  a  certain 
contingency  of  a  part  of  the  Professoral  Fund  then  projected  to  be 
raised,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Professoral  Hall,  is  an  interpola- 
tion— or  at  all  events,  that  it  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  original 
covenant.  But  your  Committee  have  ascertained  from  an  inspection 
of  the  manuscript  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  which  are  in  the  hand- 
writino-  of  the  late  Ilev.  J.  V.  C.  Romeyn,  then  the  Acting  President 
and  Suited  Clerk  of  the  General  Synod,  that  the  whole  of  the  seventh 
article,  as  found  in  the  printed  Minutes  of  the  Synod,  is  therein 
engrossed,  and  that  there  has  been  no  alteration  or  interpolation 
whatever  in  the  case.  And  not  only  the  subsequent  legislation  of  the 
Synod  in  making  arrangements  to  meet  the  collections  therein  specified 
and  agreed  to  be  taken  up  in  behalf  of  tliis  fund,  but  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  in  making  the  appropriation  in  accordance  with  the 
vote  of  the  General  Synod  in  the  year  1813,  shows  conclusively  that 
not  only  the  Synod,  but  the  Trustees  themselves,  considered  this  as  a 
part  of  the  seventh  article  of  the  covenant  of  1807,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  as  stated  in  another  quarter,  that  that  clause  is  not  found  on 
the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  It  is  much  more  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  such  an  oraissioa  occurred  through  the  oversight  of  the 
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transcriber  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Trustees,  than  that  such  "  an  error 
should  have  crept  into  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod,"  especially  as  the 
covenant  was  formally  signed  by  the  contracting  parties,  who  doubtless 
were  fully  acquainted  with  all  its  provisions. 

In  consequence  of  the  covenant  thus  entered  into  with  the  Synod, 
the  College^  was  revived  in  the  year  1809,  and  in  1810  the  General 
Synod's  Professor  of  Theology,  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,  was  elected 
President.  The  expectations  of  the  Trustees  and  of  the  Church, 
however,  were  not  realized,  and  in  the  year  1815  the  Trustees  agreed 
to  organize  it  as  a  Theological  College.  Arrangements  for  this 
purpose  were  made,  but  from  some  cause  they  failed,  and  in  the  year 
1816  the  Trustees  informed  the  Synod,  "  that  the  income  of  the  funds 
of  the  College  was  not  adequate  to  the  support  of  the  Professors  and 
teachers,  and  that  they  must  hereafter  discontinue  the  exercises  of  the 
College,"  and  ihey  did  suspend  them  accordingly. 

In  ilie  year  1825  the  Trustees  proposed  to  the  General  Synod  to 
revive  the  literi^ry  exercises  of  the  College.  And  the  Synod,  having 
purchased  from  them  the  building  and  lot,  entered  into  another 
covenant  with  the  Trustees.  This  covenant  had  special  reference  to 
the  literary  department  and  character  of  the  College.  It  related  to 
the  College  proper,  as  the  covenant  of  1807  did  to  the  Theological 
Professorate.  From  the  original  provisions  of  this  covenant  it  is 
evident  that  the  Trustees  designed  at  that  time  to  transfer,  as  far  as 
their  charter  would  allow,  the  chief  control,  management,  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  College  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Synod,  and  of  the 
Theological  Professors,  who  in  fact  originated  the  plan  of  its  revival, 
and  voluntarily  offered  to  render  ct;rtain  specific  services  in  instructing 
students  in  the  literary  department.  In  considering  the  articles  of  this 
covenant  it  has  been  found  by  your  Committee,  that  while  some  of 
them  have  not  been  comphed  with,  essential  and  vital  alterations  have 
been  made  to  others.  The  most  important  of  these  are  found  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  session  of  General  Synod,  held  in  the  month  of  July, 
1839,  and  in  those  of  the  regular  session  held  in  June,  1840.  It 
has  been  supposed,  however,  tliat  as  there  was  no  evidence  from  the 
report  of  any  Committee  on  the  subject,  or  from  any  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Trustees,  that  the  alterations  proposed  by  the  Synod, 
particularly  in  the  year  1840,  had  ever  been  adopted  by  the  Tj'ustees, 
that  the  covenant  of  1825  remains  in  full  force  and  unaltered.  In  the 
course  of  their  investigations,  however,  your  Committee  have  obtained 
evidence  the  most  conclusive,  that  such  ratification  was  effected  on  the 
part  of  the  Trustees.  They  have  not  only  inspected  the  Minutes  of  the 
Board  on  this  subject,  but  have  had  put  into  their  hands,  by  the  Elder, 
W.  B.  Crosby,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Synod 
in  1840  to  confer  with  the  Trustees  in  relation  to  the  alterations  of  the 
covenant  then  proposed,  the  original  report  of  this  Committee,  prepared 
and  signed  by  lliem  in  the  month  of  JS'ovemberof  that  year,  wliich  the 
chairman  had  omitted  to  transmit  to  tiie  Synod  at  their  session  in  1841, 
and  which  he  very  unexpectedly  found  among  his  papers  a  few  months 
since.  This  report,  whicli  in  this  connection  forms  a  most  important 
link  ia  these  proceedings,  is  as  follows  : — 
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The  Conimittee  appointed  by  Synod  at  its  Inst  nuciing  (oconfor  with  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  your  Committee  attended  a  meeting  of  that  Board  held  in  the 
College  at  New-Brunswiek  on  tlic  14th  July  last,  and  after  a  eoniereiiec  with 
a  Committee  appointed  by  the  said  Board  for  tliat  purpose,  through  whom  a 
copy  of  the  resolutions  of  Synod  was  presented  to  it  by  your  Committee, 
they  received  in  return  the  annexed  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
marked  A,  and  which  yoin-  Committee  request  may  be  considered  as  a  part 
of  their  report,  and  by  wiiich  it  will  appear  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  have 
readily  acquiesced  in  the  wishes  of  Synod  in  respect  to  the  College,  as 
expressed  in  the  said  resolutions. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

W.  B.  Ckosby,  'i  Com. 

C.    N.    KlERSTKD,  >        of 

Cornelius  R.  Sutdam,  )  Synod. 
Neio-York,  6lh  Nov.,  1840. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Board  of  Trustees,  July  14th,  1840: — 
Rdiohec},  That  this  Board  approve  of  and  accede  to  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  General  Synod  at  their  late  meeting  in  the  city  of  New- York,  as 
contained  in  a  report  made  to  that  body,  by  a  Committee  of  which  the  Rev 
Gustavus  Abeel  was  chairman. 

(A  true  copy.)  Theodoke  IIakdekbergii, 

Clerk  of  Board  of  Trustees. 

Had  the  above  report  been  before  the  Committee  of  the  last  General 
Synod,  they  would  have  come  to  a  ver}-  different  conclusion  in  relation  to 
the  covenant  of  1825.  Cut  they  knew  not  at  that  lime,  nor  did  any  one 
in  fact  know,  of  the  existence  of  such  a  document.  It  gives  to  the 
whole  subject  an  aspect  materially  different  from  what  was  supposed. 
And  while  your  present  Committee  difl"ers  from  the  former  one  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  they  do  it  in  the  light  of  evidence  which  was  not 
in  the  possession  of  that  Committee. 

Having  in  the  course  of  our  conference  completed  the  review  of  the 
several  articles  of  the  two  covenants  of  1807  and  1825,  together  with 
the  subsequent  action  of  the  General  Synod  and  of  the  Trustees  in  the  years 
1839  and  1840,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  from  the  conferring 
Committees  to  draw  up  in  detail  the  articles  of  covenant  as  now  existing 
between  (he  Synod  and  the  Trustees.  A  report  on  this  subject  was 
prepared  and  submitted.  After  several  conferences  on  the  subject, 
the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  presented  your  Committee 
■with  the  following  statement  of  iheir  views  of  the  relations  now  exist- 
ing between  the  two  bodies,  which  has  been  appioved  of  bv  them,  and 
in  which  your  Committee  have  expressed  th.eir  concunence  : — 

The  first  covenant  was  made  in  1807,  and  is  in  the  following  words; — 

"  It  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  by  the  General  Synod  of  the  Ref. 
Dutch  Church  in  America  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Trustees  of  Queen's 
College  on  the  other  : 

"  1.  That  in  the  plan  for  the  revival  of  said  College,  they  Mill  employ  their 
efforts  to  combine  its  literary  interests  with  a  decided  supj)ort  to  evangelical 
truth,  and  the  promotion  of  a  faithful  and  able  ministry  in  the  Dutch  Church. 

"2.  That  all  the  moneys  raised  by  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College  in  the 
State  of  New-York,  shall,  agreeably  to  the  proposal  of  the  said  Trustees,  be 
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a  fund  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a  Theological  Professorship 
in  the  College,  and  to  the  assistance  of  poor  and  pious  young  men,  who  are 
desirous  of°entering  into  the  gospel  ministry  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Dutch  Church,  as  re'presented  in  the  General  Synod. 

"  3.  That  all  the  moneys  wliich  may  have  been  raised  for  the  Professorship, 
under  the  injunction  of  the  General  Synod  of  1806,  be  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  for  the  purpose-expressed  in  the 
second  article ;  and  the  persons  appointed  to  raise  contributions  for  the  Profes- 
sorship shall  stay  their  proceedings  till  the  success  of  said  Trustees  be 
flsc6rt<xin.6(l. 

"4.  The  Trustees  of  Queen's  College  shall  call  no  Professor  of  Theology 
but  such  as  shall  be  nominated  and  chosen  by  the  General  Synod,  agreeably 
to  the  resolutions  and  arrangements  formed  in  General  Synod,  in  1804, 
respecting  the  permanent  Professorship,  which  is  hereby  located  at  New- 
Brunswick.  . 

"5.  As  soon  as  the  Trustees  shall  have  obtained  a  fund,  the  mterestot 
which  will  yield  a  competent  support  to  the  Theological  Professor,  of  which 
competency,  whenever  any  difficulties  or  doubts  may  arise,  the  contracting 
parties  shall  judge  and  determine,  the  Trustees  shall  be  bound,  without 
delay,  to  call  the  Professor  appointed  by  the  Synod,  and  they  shall  and  do 
hereby  request  their  Professor,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  received  such  call, 
to  make  arrangements  forthwith  for  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

"  6.  That  a  permanent  Board  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Synod  to  superin- 
tend the  Theological  Institution,  to  assist  the  Professor  in  arranging  the 
course  of  mstruction,  to  attend  the  examination  of  the  students  in  theology 
previous  to  then-  examination  for  licensure  before  Classis,  to  be  known  by 
the  style  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Institution  in  Queen's 
College,  and  to  be  recognized  as  such  by  the  Trustees  of  said  College. 

"7.°  The  Synod  agree  to  provide  money  for  the  purchase  of  a  Theological 
Library,  and  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Theological  Hall  :  or  to  contribute 
their  proportion  to  the  erecting  of  such  building  or  buildings  as  may  be 
designed  for  the  joint  accommodation  of  the  Library  and  Theological  depart- 
ments of  the  College  :  provided  the  sum  do  not  amount  to  more  than  would 
be  necessary  for  erecting  a  separate  building  for  the  Professoral  Hall.  And 
in  order  to  carry  into  etlect  this  article,  the  Synod  will  have  a  collection  taken 
up  in  each  of  the  congregations  under  their  care;  and  should  this  fail,  or 
prove  incompetent,  then  the  Trustees  shall  take  the  requisite  sum  from  the 
fund  which  they  may  have  raised  for  the  Professorate." 

The  second  covenant  was  made  in  A.  D.  1825. 

"Art.  1.  The  literary  exercises  of  Queen's  College  are  to  be  revived  as 
early  as  may  be  practicable,  and  for  that  purpose  the  General  Synod  agree  to 
allow  the  Trustees  the  use  of  such  parts  of  their  building  in  New-Brunswick, 
lately  purchased  trom  the  Trustees  by  the  Synod,  as  shall  be  designated  and 
pointed  out  by  the  Professors  as  necessary  for  the  said  exercises  durmg 
their  continuance." 

This  Was  somewhat  modified  in  1839. 

"  Art.  2.  The  Professors  of  the  Theological  College  shall  have  such  literary 
duties  assigned  them  in  Queen's  College  by  the  General  Synod,  as  the  Synod 
shall  deemljest  calculated  to  promote  the  mutual  interests  of  both  institutions. 

"Art.  3.  The  income  of  the  funds  arising  from  the  donations  of  the  Rev. 
E.  Van  Benschoten,  and  Miss  Pv.  Knox,  deceased,  shall  be  applied  to  the  sup- 
port of  indigent  students  in  the  Literary  and  Theological  departments  of  the 
Colleo-e,  according  to  such  regulations  as  the  General  Synod  and  Board  of 
Trustees  have  established,  and  may  hereafter  establish,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  benevolent  intent  of  the  donors." 

The  third  covenant  was  made  in  A.  D.  1839. 

"  Art.  1.    Resolved,  That  General  Synod  accede  to  the  resolution  of  the 
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joint  Committee,  providing  tliat  no  Theological  Professor  shall  hereafter  be 
President  of  the  College. 

"  Art.  2.  Resolved,  That  the  spirit  of  the  charter  cannot  be  carried  out,  nor 
the  advantages  proposed  from  the  connection  between  the  General  Synod 
and  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  secured,  without  concurrent  and  harmo- 
nious action. 

^'Resolved,  That  the  Theological  Professors  preach  in  the  chapel  us  usual 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  that  the  futuie  President,  if  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
also  preach  in  his  turn. 

''Resohed,  That  in  the  distribution  of  the  Education  Funds  under  the  control 
of  the  General  Synod,  the  usual  tuition  fees  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  by  all 
the  beneficiaries  so  long  as  the  exigencies  of  the  College  shall  need  the 
same,  and  the  Education  Funds  of  the  General  Synod  shall  warrant  such 
payment ;  and  that  the  benehciaries  be  excused  from  the  payment  of  the  usual 
incidental  charges. 

"  Resohcd,  Tliat  instead  of  the  reconveyance  of  the  College  premises,  as 
proposed  in  tiie  Minutes,  p.  282,  of  June,  1839,  the  Synod  guaranty  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  by  a  proper  and  legal  instrument,  the  use  of  the  library 
room,  (the  library  being  in  common,)  the  cluipel,  and  recitation  rooms, 
as  heretofore,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  collegiate  exercises ;  and  that 
they  will  not  sell  or  lease  the  College  building  or  premises,  or  any  part  of 
them,  without  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Trustees ;  provided  the  Board  of 
Trustees  accede  to  the  plan  now  adopted  by  the  General  Synod,  and  elect 
the  President  whose  nomination  has  been  approved  by  Synod. 

The  fourth  covenant  was  made  in  A.  D.  1840. 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  regard  Rutgers  College  with  great  interest, 
not  only  as  an  institution  calculated  to  dittuse  the  blessings  of  education 
generally,  but  especially  as  a  most  important  auxiliary  in  training  the  rising 
ministry  of  the  Church. 

"2.  Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College 
to  appoint  a  President  of  said  institution  as  early  as  practicable. 

"  3.  Resohed,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Synod,  the  efficiency  of  the 
College  depends  mainly  upon  the  wise  and  energetic  administration  of  its 
affairs  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  ;  and  to  the  said  Board  the  Synod  refers  its 
whole  administration,  embracing  the  appointment  of  professors  and  instructors, 
providing  and  disbursing  the  funds  of  the  College,  and  controlling  and 
directing  its  concerns  generally;  and  that  the  Synod  repeals  on  its  part  all 
former  action  on  this  subject,  which  may  or  can  interfere  with  the  tenor 
of  this  resolution. 

"4.  Resohed,  That  the  Theological  Professors  be  requested  to  continue  to 
the  College  such  services  as  they  have  heretofore  rendered,  or  such  services, 
not  interfering  with  their  duties  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  between  them  and  the  Trustees. 

"  5.  Resohed,  Tiiat  in  the  meantime,  and  until  otherwise  arranged,  tuition 
fees  be  allowed  for  the  beneticiaries  in  the  College." 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  College  was  virtually  abolished  by 
the  fourth  resolution  of  1840,  and  the  General  Synod,  at  their  meeting  in 
Brooklyn,  in  September,  1848,  by  adopting  the  report  of  a  Committee  on 
that  subject,  contirmed  such  action  of  the  Synod  at  that  time.  See  Minutes 
of  Sept.,  1848,  p.  418-420. 

Approved  by  the  Committee  of  the  Trustees. 

Jas.  B.  Hardenbergh,  'i     Com. 
Abm.  Van  Nest,  >       of 

C.  L.  Hardenbergh,   )  Trustees. 

We  concur  in  the  foregoing  abstract  as  the  covenant  now  in  force  between 
the   Trustees   of   the   College   and   the   General   Synod,  considering  the 


84  JUNE,  1850. 

proceedings  of  1839  and  1840  as  Jimendments  of  the  first  and  second  cov©' 
nants  adopted  in  1807  and  1825,  and  not  as  new  covenants. 

Thos.  M.  Strong,      ^       ^^^^ 
Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  I  r 

William  R.  Gordon,  \  cfen.  Sz/Tiorf. 
D.  P.  Ingraham,        J  ^ 


Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  Synod  recognize  the 
above  as  now  containing  the  existing  relations  between  the  General 
Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  order  that  all  differences  upon 
the  subiect  should  hereafter  cease. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  above  document,  that  material  alterations 
have  been  made  to  the  covenant  of  1825  ;  that  in  fact  it  has  been  in 
a  very  threat  degree  annulled  in  all  its  important  provisions.  According 
to  the  present  ariangement  the  whole  administration  of  the  College  ia 
committed  to  the  Trustees,  and  the  Synod  have  no  voice  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  its  officers  or  professors,  or  in  the  course  of  instruction  which 
shall  be  pursued,  or  in  the  management  of  its  fiscal  concerns.  And 
yet  it  is  an  insiitution  which  the  General  Synod  are  expected  to  recom- 
mend, one  which  they  have  liberally  patronized  by  affording  to  it  the 
use  of  buildings  and  accommodations,  and  by  furnishing  it  with  the 
greater  number  of  its  pupils,  and  one  which  was  chartered  expressly 
Avith  the  view  of  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Church  which  she 
represents.  That  the  Synod  may  fully  understand  the  object  and  pro- 
visions of  this  charter,  the  Committee  have  appended  a  copy  of  it  to 
this  report,  together  with  the  subsequent  legislation  of  the  State  of 
New- Jersey  in  reference  to  it,  which  they  would  recommend  should  be 
pubUshed  in  an  appendix  to  the  Minutes  of  the  present  session,  that  the 
same  may  be  preserved  and  more  extensively  known  among  the 
churcnGS 

It  is  observable  that  the  petitioners  for  this  charter  were  exclusively 
composed  of  ministers,  elders  and  members  of  the  Reformed  churches 
using  the  discipline  approved  and  instituted  by  the  National  Synod  of 
Dorf  in  1618-19  ;  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  appointed  by  the  char- 
ter, with  the  exception  of  a  few  official  dignitaries  of  the  then  British 
provinces  of  New-Jersey  and  New-York,  were  exclusively  composed 
of  the  ministers,  elders  and  members  of  the  said  Reformed  churches  ; 
that  the  design  of  the  fathers  and  founders  of  it  was,  to  make  it  an  in- 
stitution for  The  education  of  young  men  of  these  Reformed  churches 
"  in  the  learned  languages,  liberal  and  useful  arts  and  sciences,  and 
especially  divinity,  ni  preparing  them  for  the  ministry,  and  supplying 
the  necessities  of  these  churches;"  that  they  deemed  a  charter  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  and  disbursement  of  such  funds  as  their 
churches  might  raise  for  the  aforesaid  purposes  ;  that  the  President  of 
the  College  must  be  a  member  of  the  said  Reformed  churches  ;  and  that 
while  it  was  not  designed  to  exclude  from  the  advantages  of  a  liberal 
education  in  this  College  the  youth  of  other  denominations,  it  was  to  be 
in  effect  an  institution  under  the  control,  and  carried  on  for  the  special 
benefit  of  the  said  Reformed  churches. 

Tlie  College  was  chartered  in  17Y0,  while  these  Reformed  churches 
were  still  without  any  visible  bond  of  union  among  themselves.     But 
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in  1771  and  1772  a  union  of  those  churclies  was  happily  effected,  which 
had  no  doubt  been  contemplated  in  obtaining  the  ciuirter  of  Queen's 
College,  the  movers  in  the  same  being  the  very  individuals  who  were 
active  in  effecting  the  union  of  the  then  conflicting  parties  in  the  Church; 
and  now  these  churches  are  represented  and  incorporated  under  the 
ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  North  America.  And  it  is  a  subject 
which  may  demand  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Synod,  whether  in 
relation  to  a  College  thus  chartered  for  the  special  bcnelit  of  the 
Church  represented  by  her,  and  which  she  is  expected  to  patronize  to 
the  utmost  of  her  abilit}',  she  should  not  have  some  voice  in  its  man- 
agement and  administration.  Your  Committee,  not  having  this  sub- 
ject definitely  referred  to  them,  do  not  feel  themselves  authorized  to 
make  any  suggestions  upon  it.  But  that  the  covenant  of  1825,  in  all 
its  important  provisions,  more  especially  in  those  which  conferred  upon 
the  Synod  a  modified  control  over  its  management,  presiding  officer, 
and  professors,  is  materially  altered,  if  not  actualh^  abrogated,  the 
view  of  the  present  state  of  the  relations  between  the  Synod  and  the 
Trustees  which  is  presented  in  the  document  agreed  upon  by  the  con- 
ferring Committees  amply  shows.  Indeed,  from  the  investigation 
■which  your  Committee  have  been  enabled  to  make,  they  do  not  hesitate 
to  declare  their  serious  conviction  that  the  connection  effected  between 
the  Synod  and  the  Trustees  by  that  covenant  is  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses virtually  dissolved.  The  only  connection  remaining  is  that 
which  is  involved  in  the  tenure  of  the  College  premises  by  the  Gene- 
ral Synod,  and  the  joint  occupancy  of  the  same  by  Rutgers  Colleo-e 
and  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Church,  and  in  any  united  in- 
terest which  may  exist  between  the  two  bodies  for  the  sustaining  of  the 
institution. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  the  alterations  of  the  cove- 
nant of  1825  should  be  seriously  considered  by  the  Synod.  We  ad- 
vert to  the  influence  or  effect  which  they  may  have  upon  the  subscrip- 
tion for  the  endowment  of  the  Second  and  Third  Professorships  in  the 
Theological  Seminary,  particularly  the  latter.  One  of  the  conditions  of 
this  subscription,  taken  in  the  year  1831  and  subsequently,  is  "  tiiat  the 
present  connection  and  covenant  between  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  and  the  Trustees  of  said  College,  (referrinw 
to  the  covenant  of  1825,)  shall  remain  as  it  now  is,  and  unimpaired  in 
its  true  spirit  and  meaning."  Your  Committee  are  not  aware  that  the 
General  Synod  ever  authorized  the  insertion  of  this  condition  in  the 
caption  of  this  subscription,  and  as  it  has  never  been  reported  to  the 
Synod,  so  they  have  never  sanctioned  it.  Still  it  is  embodied  in  the 
heading  to  this  important  subscription,  and  formed  a  part  of  the  condi- 
tions ou  which  the  thirty  odd  thousand  dollars  therein  subscribed  for 
the  support  of  the  Tiieological  Piofessors  are  given.  It  is  necessary 
that  the  Synod  should  look  lo  their  interest  in  this  matter,  and  do  nothing 
to  justify  any  subscribers  in  withholding  these  subscriptions. 

^  Doubts  hiving  been  expressed  in  relation  to  the  validity  of  the  deed 
given  by  tiie  Trustees  for  tlie  (Jollegc  building  and  grounds,  your  Com- 
mittee have  had  this  subject  under  consideration.  It  has  been  supposed 
that  the  fact  that  tlie  deed  is  signed  by  only  seven  out  of  forty-one  Trus- 
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tees  was  a  valid  objection  against  the  instrument.    It  appears  however  on 
examination,  that  by  the  provisions  of  the  charter  this  number  is  suffi- 
cient to  convey  the  right  and  title  of  the  Trustees  in  any  property 
which  they  may  possess,  provided  the  instrument  of  conveyance  be 
sicrned  "  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  with  the  seal  of  the 
Corporation  affixed  thereto."     It  has  moreover  been  alleged,  that  the 
instrument  is  without  the  seal  of  the  Corporation.     This   also,  we  are 
happy  to  state,  is  a  mistake.     The  deed  is  accompanied  with  the  seal. 
The  acknowledgments  to  the  deed  have  been  objected  to,  and  there 
may  be  some  inlorraality  in  this  particular ;  and  if  on  further  examina- 
tion there  should  be  found  to  be  any  defect  in  the  proof  of  its  execu- 
tion, the  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees  have  assented  that 
such  defect  should  be  corrected.     Yet  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
none  of  these  objections  are  sufficient  to  invalidate  the   deed.     The 
Committee  of  Synod,  who  completed  the  transaction  with  the  Board, 
reo-arded  the  ins"trument  as  perfect,  and  reported  to  the  Synod  that 
they  had  "  received  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  of  conveyance  from  the 
Board  of  Trustees  in  fee  simple,  free  from  any  conditions  or  restrictions 
whatsoever;"  and  from  the  examination  which  your  present   Com- 
mittee have  been  enabled  to  make,  they  have  no  reason  to  question  the 
correctness  of  this  statement.     It  is  however  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
true  and  full  consideration  paid  by  the  Synod  for  the  premises  has  not 
been  inserted  in  the  deed.  •    i     j 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  the  authority  under  which  this  deed  was 
executed,  your  Committee  have  recently  applied  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  for  a  certified  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Board  authoriz- 
ino-  its  execution.  In  reply  he  states,  that  in  consequence  of  a  stand- 
in?  refrulation  he  is  forbidden  to  give  any  such  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings 0?  the  Board  without  their  order.  He  states,  however,  that  on 
th^e  6th  of  Oct.,  1826,  a  resolution  was  passed  appointing  certain  in- 
dividuals to  prepare  this  deed  ;  that  it  was  ordered  to  be  executed  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  to  be  delivered  on 
the  completion  of  the  purchase.  He  adds,  that  if  desired,  he  will 
bring  the  matter  before  the  Board  at  their  next  meeting,  and  obtain 
their  direction  in  the  premises. 

In  this  connection,  a  brief  history  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Synod 
became  possessed  of  this  property,  together  with  the  consideration 
allowed  for  the  same,  may  not  be  deemed  irrelevant. 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  having  in  the  year  1813  desired  that  Synod 
would  "  fix  the  sum  to  be  furnislied  by  the  Synod,"  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  or  completing  a  Theological  Hall,  "  agreeably  to  the  origi- 
nal agreement  entered  into  between  the  General  Synod  and  the 
Board^"  in  the  year  1807,  the  General  Synod  resolved  to  appropnate 
the  Slim  of  $3,000  for  this  purpose.  In  addition  to  other  moneys  the 
Trustees  also  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  building  the  sura  of 
$2  212  57  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the  General  Synod,  which  in  the 
year  1822  they  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  the  Synod,  with  interest 
on  the  same.  In  the  same  year,  the  Trustees  informed  the  Synod  that 
they  were  indebted  to  the  Bank  of  New-Brunswick  to  the  amount  of 
about  §4,000 ;  and  they  offered  to  sell  and  convey  to  the  General 
Synod \h'e  College  edifice  and  lot  lor  the  sum  of  ^:^8,000,  (which  was 
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about  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness  to  the  Synod  and  the  Bank,) 
on  condition  that  the  College  edifice  and  premises  should  be  appro- 
priated to  the  purposes  of  a  Theological  College.  This  proposition 
the  Synod  declined,  and  urged  the  payment  of  their  demands  due  from 
the  Trustees,  -who  finally  informed  them  that  they  had  no  funds  to  pay 
their  debts,  and,  to  use  their  own  language,  "  that  their  only  alter- 
native would  be  to  sell  the  College  edifice  and  lot,  and  from  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  liquidate  their  debts,  and  satisfy  General  Synod."  This 
state  of  things  compelled  the  Synod  to  purchase  the  property,  or  to 
run  the  risk,  bv  a  forced  sale  of  the  same  by  the  Bank  of  New- Bruns- 
wick, to  lose  not  only  a  part  of  their  debt,  but  their  accommodations 
for  a  Theological  Hall  in  the  College  edifiee,  for  which  they  had  before 
paid  at  least^  $3,000.  The  General  Synod  therefore  passed  a  resolu- 
tion in  the  year  1823  to  liquidate  their  demands  against  the  Trus- 
tees of  82,212  57  with  the  interest  due  thereon,  and  pay  the  debt  due 
the  Bank  of  New-Brunswick,  upon  condition  of  receiving  from  the 
Trustees  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  of  conveyance  for  the  College 
edifice  and  lot,  in  fee  simple,  free  from  all  conditions  and  restrictions 
whatsoever.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  raise  the  means  necessary 
to  effect  this,  and  in  1825  the  General  Synod  were  informed  that  the 
Trustees  had  acceded  to  these  terms,  and  that  they  had  agreed  to 
convey  to  the  Synod,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  all  their  right  and 
title  to  the  premises  in  fee  simple.  The  committee  appointed  by  Sy- 
nod to  obtain  means  for  the  purchase  of  this  property,  having  been 
successful  in  their  efforts,  paid  the  debt  due  to  the  Bank  of  New -Bruns- 
wick, together  with  the  interest  which  had  accrued  thereon  for  the 
space  of  three  years  and  four  months,  cancelled  the  debt  of  $2,212  5l, 
with  the  interest  due  from  the  Trustees,  and  received  from  them  the 
deed  of  conveyance  for  the  property,  the  whole  actual  consideration 
for  the  same  being  a  little  more  than  $12,000.  • 

In  the  course  of  our  conference,  the  Committee  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees  stated  that  there  is  some  defect  in  the  "  legal  instrument  " 
which  the  General  Synod  authorized  to  be  given  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  in  1839,  and  which  was  executed  on  the  23d  day  of  May, 
1840.  It  was  alleged  that  the  acknowledgment  of  that  paper  was  de- 
ficient. Whereupon  it  was  agreed  by  your  Committee,  that  should  there 
be  any  real  defect  in  the  instrument,  it  should  be  mnde  good  and  suffi- 
cient accordino-  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  General  Synod  at 
the  time  of  their  agreemg  thereto. 

The  fifth  article"  of  the  covenant  of  ISOV,  in  which  it  is  stipulated 
that  the  Trustees  shall  "  call  without  delay  the  Synod's  Professor  of 
Theology,  as  the  Professor  of  Theology  of  Queen's  College,"  was  pre- 
sented to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  of  the  Trustees.  It  was  urged 
on  the  part  of  your  Committee,  that  in  their  view,  the  Trustees  were 
bound  formally  to  appoint  the  present  Professor  of  Didactic  and  Pole- 
mic Theology," the  Professor  of  Theology  in  Rutgers  College.  It  was 
replied  to  this,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Trustees,  the  covenant  of 
1825  rendered  an  actual  and  formal  appointment  of  this  character  un- 
necessary, and  that  no  such  appointment  had  been  made  by  the  Board 
since  the  adoption  of  the  covenant  of  1825.  Your  Committee,  how- 
ever, were  not  altogether  satisfied  with  this  statement,  and  still  think 
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that  from  the  tenor  of  the  covenant  of  1807,  and  the  provision  in  rela- 
tion to  the  payment  of  income  of  the  old  Professoral  Fund  to  such  a 
Professor,  the  formal  call  and  appointment  of  said  Professor  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  is  not  only  proper,  but  necessary. 

From  the  investigations  which  your  Committee  have  been  enabled  to 
make,  and  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  arrived,  they  are  per- 
suaded that  many  propositions  in  reference  to  the  covenant  relations 
established  between  the  General  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  have 
been  made  and  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the  Synod  without  duly  con- 
sidering the  full  effect  of  the  same.  This  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that 
the  Synod  is  a  changeable  body,  and  is  every  year  composed  more  or 
less  of  members  who  have  not  made  the  various  matters  involved  in 
these  relations  a  subject  of  their  special  investigation.  The  Committee 
believe  that  had  there  been  in  existence,  years  ago,  some  standing  com- 
mittee thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  these  relations,  to 
whom  all  business  in  reference  to  this  subject  could  have  been  referred 
and  their  judgment  first  obtained  in  the  premises  before  any  definitive 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Synod,  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  General 
Synod  in  the  College,  as  secured  by  the  covenant  of  1825,  would  have 
been  preserved  inviolate.  And  inasmuch  as  important  matters  in  rela- 
tion to  this  business  will  in  all  probability  be  brought  before  Synod 
hereafter,  we  would  recommend  the  appointment  of  such  a  Committee 
even  now. 

Your  Committee  were  authorized  to  obtain  from  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees not  only  their  views  of  the  present  state  of  our  relations,  but  also 
"the  terms  on  which  they  wish  to  adjust  the  said  relations."  On  this 
subject  the  Committee  have  received  nothing  further  than  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which,  it  appears  from  a  certified  copy  furnished  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Board,  was  adopted  by  them  at  a  meeting  held  May 
28th,  1850:— 

"Resolved,  That  the  covenant  relations  as  they  at  present  exist  be- 
tween the  General  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  remain  as  they  now 
are,  and  that  the  Committee  of  the  Trustees  and  the  Committee  of 
Synod  be  requested  to  draw  out  the  covenant  relations  as  they  exist 
between  the  two  bodies  on  the  basis  already  adopted  by  the  Trustees.' 
From  the  above  resolution  it  appears  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  have 
no  "  terms"  to  propose  in  reference  to  any  further  adjustment  of  the 
covenant  relations  existing  between  them  and  the  Synod. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  presented  in  the  above  report,  your 
Committee  would  recommend  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  by 
the  Synod : — 

1.  Resolved,  Tliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  General  Synod  that  Queen's 
(now  Rutgeri^)  College  was  originally  chartered  and  intended  to  be 
chartered  as  a  College  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  using  the  dis- 
ciphne  as  approved  and  instituted  by  the  National  Synod  of  Dort ;  yet 
not  so  as  to  exclude  therefrom  the  youth  of  other  denominations,  to 
obtain  a  liberal  education  in  all  its  branches. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  consisting  of  three  ministers  and  two 
elders  be  appointed,  who  shall  be  known  as  "  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Rutgers  College,"  to  continue  during  the  pleasure  of  the  General 
Synod,  to  whom  all  matters  submitted  to  the  action  of  Synod  touching 
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the  relations  existing  between  tlicra  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rut- 
gers CoUeo-e  shall  be  referred,  and  all  subjects  of  difference  or  difficulty 
arisinff  from  these  relations;  who  shall  report  upon  or  adjust  the  same 
as  the"  Synod  may  direct,  and  who  shall  have  power  to  origmate  and 
recommend  any  measures  which  in  their  judgment  may  be  proper, 
touching  the  relations  existing  between  the  Synod  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  ;  and  if  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  at  any  time  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  devising  plans  for  a  closer  and  more  harmo- 
nious connection  between  that  body  and  the  General  Synod,  such 
Standing  Committee  shall  be  authorized  to  act  in  such  matters  as  a 
Committee  of  Conference  on  the  part  of  the  General  Synod,  to  report 
annually  to  General  Synod  ;  and  that  one  minister  and  one  elder  be 
electedeach  year.  Provided,  however,  that  no  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee shall  be  a  member  at  the  same  time  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Rutgers  College.  .  . 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation  be  m- 
structed  to  take  immediate  measures,  if  possible,  to  collect  all  the 
subscriptions  taken  in  behalf  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  under  the 
caption  to  the  list  or  lists,  dated  Nov.  10th,  1831. 

4.  Mtsolved,  That  if  any  defect  shall  be  found  to  exist  in  the  certifi- 
cate of  proof  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  from  the  Board  of  Trustees 
to  the  General  Synod,  or  in  any  other  point,  that  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees be  requested  to  have  such  defect  remedied  by  them  in  a  legal 
manner ;  and  that  the  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College  and  the. 
Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation  be  required  to  attend  thereto. 

5.  Resolved,  That  whenever  the  provisions  of  the  last  resolution 
shall  be  complied  with,  that  the  legal  instrument  heretofore  given  to  the 
Trustees  in  regard  to  the  use  of  certain  parts  of  the  College  edifice  be 
also  perfected,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Synod 
at  the  time  of  granting  the  same,  if  in  any  particulars  it  shall  be  found 
to  be  defective  ;  and  that  the  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College 
and  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation  attend  to  the  execution 
of  the  same. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  be  requested  to  comply 
with  the  ])rovisions  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  covenant  of  1807,  and  call 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken  as  Professor  of  Theology  in  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, and  that  his  call  date  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  by  the 
Synod,  as  the  Professor  of  Didactic  and  Polemic  Theology  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  prosperity  of  the  College  and  the  interests  of 
the  Church  will  be  advanced  by  the  amicable  settlement  of  the  difter- 
ences  which  for  a  length  of  time  have  existed  between  the  General 
Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  effecting  of  a  closer  and 
more  harmonious  connection  between  these  bodies  ;  and  that  the  Synod 
on  their  part  will  courteously  and  cordially  act  upon  any  overtures 
which  the  Board  of  Trustees  may  make  in  relation  to  the  same. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

THOS.  M.  STRONG,  Chairman. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  to  nominate  a 
double  number  of  persons  from  whom  to  choose  the  individuals  to  com- 
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pose  the  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College,  referred  to  in  the 
second  resolution  appended  to  the  above  report.  The  Committee  re- 
ported, and  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election.  On  counting  the  ballots, 
it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen :  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  Thomas 
M.  Strong,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor;  and  the  Elders,  Daniel  P.  Ingraham 
and  "William  C.  Miller. 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  appointed  by  the  General 
Synod,  at  their  extra  session  in  Schenectady,  in  1849,  to  attend  to  the 
investments  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  be  discharged,  and  that  any 
business  connected  with  this  subject  that  may  be  necessary,  be  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  Synod,  with  entire  confidence  in  the 
Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  and  a  deep  impression  of  the  importance 
and  excellence  of  the  institution  over  which  they  preside,  do  earnestly 
recommend  to  all  the  churches  under  their  care,  to  aid  the  Trustees 
in  any  efforts  which  may  be  made  by  them  to  increase  the  pecuniary 
endowment  of  the  College.  They  also  recommend  the  College  as  af- 
fording very  desirable  opportunities  of  a  sound  and  thorough  education 
to  our  youth,  and  as  having  especial  claims  upon  families  and  individ- 
uals connected  with  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Rutgers  College 
be  so  classed,  that  the  minister  and  elder  having  the  lowest  number  of 
votes  shall  serve  for  one  year ;  the  next  lowest,  two  years ;  and  the 
highest,  three  years. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

PROFESSORATE. 

Synod  proceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary  whose  term  of  service  has  ex- 
pired. Nominations  were  received  from  the  Classes  of  New-York,  New- 
Brunswick,  Paramus,  Ulster,  Rensselaer,  and  the  North  Classis  of  Long 
Island,  which  were  confirmed.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nomi- 
nations to  report  double  the  number  of  persons  from  whom  to  choose 
members  for  those  Classes  who  have  not  nominated.  The  Committee 
reported,  and  the  election  took  place  accordingly.  The  following  are 
the  persons  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Superinten- 
dents : — Rev.  John  H.  Duryea,  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord,  Nicholas  E. 
Smith,  William  Reiley,  Benjamin  Van  Zandt,  John  Knox,  Brogun  Hoff, 
and  James  Abell. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
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ing,  as  their  report  on  the  several  documents  and  subjects  which  have 
been  referred  to  them. 

1.  The  general  condition  of  the  funds  under  the  management  of 
the  Board  of  Direction,  is  all  that  could  be  expected.  That  Board, 
■with  all  care  and  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Synod,  perform 
their  work  in  the  "able  manner  which  has  from  year  to  year  called 
out  the  thanks  of  the  Church.  The  collection  of  outstanding  sub- 
scriptions is  still  a  subject  to  be  urged  on  their  attention.  _  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  moneys  constantly  needed  in  sustaining  the  interests  of 
the  Church,  should  be  jeoparded,  if  not  lost,  by  the  postponement  of 
the  payment  of  such  subscriptions.  The  changes  in  human  condition, 
the  vicissitudes  of  life,  are  such  that  the  appeal  is  direct  and  strong 
to  those  Avho  love  the  Church,  to  save  her  promptly  from  any  diminu- 
tion or  loss  of  what  was  pledged  for  her  welfare.  The  Synod  would 
urge  the  continuation  of  their  efforts  on  the  Board  to  collect  every  sub- 
scription, and  join  their  solicitations  to  the  subscribers  in  all  kind- 
ness and  love,  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Church  in  this  important 
matter. 

2.  The  debt  of  the  Synod,  it  is  noticed  with  regret,  has  not  been 
paid,  and  this  must  become  a  more  painful  matter  under  the  oidinary 
action  of  the  Synod.  It  is  easy  to  vote  in  our  annual  sessions  the  pay- 
ment of  moneys,  but  if  our  plans  for  securing  the  necessary  sums  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  are  not  carried  out  faithfully,  it  is  plain, 
our  difficulties  must  increase.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  if  every 
minister  and  consistory  will  attend  to  the  collection  of  something  an- 
nually, our  ordinary  deficiencies  will  be  met. 

Your  Committee  have  given  attention  to  the  plan  of  liquidation, 
suggested  in  the  report  of  tlie  Board  of  Direction,  and  believe  it  can- 
not Ifail  of  accomplishing  all  we  ask,  if  the  Classes  will  lend  their  co- 
operation. The  debt  is  one  of  the  whole  Church,  and  it  is  equitable 
and  just  that  it  should  be  parcelled  among  all  sections,  to  be  provided 
for  according  to  their  ability.  It  is  believed,  that  there  are  brethren 
in  various  parts  of  the  Church,  who  have  come  into  her  communion 
since  the  former  efforts  were  made  for  the  endowment  of  her  funds, 
who  will  feel  a  pleasure  in  contributing  to  the  removal  of  present  claims, 
and  the  increase  of  the  principal  of  the  Church.  Your  Committee 
recommend  the  following  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Direction  are  empowered  and  urged 
to  carry  out  the  plan  for  raising  means  for  removing  the  debt  of  the 
Synod,  and  increasing  the  funds  of  the  Church,  suggested  in  their 
report;  and  the  several  Classes  are  earnestly  and  affectionately  soli- 
cited to  co-operate  in  its  accomplishment. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  meet  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Board, 
the  plan  recommended  by  the  Synod  in  1848  at  Kingston  is  hereby 
re-enacted,  and  that  the  Board  of  Direction  use  all  due  efforts  to  give 
it  permanence  in  the  Church. 

3.  It  appears  from  the  Treasurer's  Report,  that  due  attention  is  not 
paid  to  payment  for  printed  Minutes,  furnished  to  the  several  Classes  ; 
only  thirteen  having  paid  anything,  and  some  of  these,  the  largest  in 
the  Church,  only  small  sums.     This  is  one  of  the  sources  of  our  em- 
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barrassment,  and  should  be  promptly  removed.  If  it  is  desirable 
to  be  supplied  Avith  the  Minutes  of  the  action  of  this  Synod,  the 
necessary  means  should  be  furnished.  Your  Committee  recommend 
the  following  as  necessary  in  the  circumstances : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  furnish  a  full  account  of 
what  is  due  for  Minutes  of  Synod,  by  each  Classis,  to  each  Stated  Clerk, 
and  that  the  several  Classes  are  hereby  urged  to  give  their  early  atten- 
tion to  provision  for  meeting  their  indebtedness  for  Minutes, 

4.  The  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds  have  sustained,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  during  the  year  past,  eight  young  men  ;  of  these  two, 
on  the  former,  are  expected  to  be  licensed  the  coming  summer.  Your 
Committee  have  observed  that  the  interest  is  unpaid  on  several  of  the 
investments  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund.  It  is  judged  suflScient  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  to  this  fact,  as  they 
will  feel  the  importance  of  promptly  collecting  the  interest  as  it 
becomes  due.  The  amount  now  unpaid  would  more  than  sustain 
another  student  in  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

5.  Your  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  document  from 
the  Classis  of  Schoharie,  concerning  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Board  of  Superintendents,  and  feel  the  force  of  several  of  the 
considerations  stated. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  burden  must  fall  unequally,  the  Classes  least 
able  to  bear  it  having  most  to  bear.  In  the  present  embarrassed  state 
of  the  Treasury,  it  has  been  feared  the  rescinding  of  the  act  of  the  Synod 
of  1 849  might  add  to  the  difficulties  already  experienced.  Still,  as 
the  plan  now  to  be  carried  out  promises  much,  and  especially  as 
the  Classes  feel  deeply  on  this  subject,  your  Committee  recommend 
that  the  above  rule  be  rescinded,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  General 
Synod  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Superintendents,  when  required,  out  of  any  moneys  com- 
ing into  his  hands  for  contingent  purposes. 

6.  The  Committee  sympathize  with  the  memorialists  from  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  on  the  condition  of  the  lecture  rooms  and  their 
furniture,  and  believe  that  an  entire  refit  is  highly  desirable.  At  the 
same  time,  such  is  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  Synod,  that  the 
Committee  cannot  give  a  positive  recommendation  for  any  new  outlay 
of  moneys  for  the  purpose  at  the  present  time.  They  however  would 
suggest  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Direction,  to  see 
whether  the  desired  refit  may  not  be  embraced  in  the  improvements 
and  repairs  of  the  College  edifice  now  in  progress. 

7.  The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  presents  our 
Theological  Seminary  in  a  highly  prosperous  state.  The  Board  ex- 
press strongly  their  regret  at  the  absence  of  the  members  from  sev- 
eral Classes.  As  the  report  will  be  printed  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod, 
it  is  hoped  this  expression  of  regret  will  .meet  the  eye  of  brethren  con- 
cerned, and  the  reasoning  of  the  Board  be  duly  appreciated. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

In  behalf  of  the  C  ommittee. 

ISAAC  FERRIS,  Chairman. 
Poughkeepsie,  June  7,  1850. 
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ARTICLE  XV. 

STUDENTS      IN      THEOLOGY. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

CHURCH      VISITATIONS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

PREVAILING      SINS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was 
received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was 
presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions 
of  the  General  Synod  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Missions. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  was 
presented,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Rev.  R.  Ormiston  Currie  preached  the  sermon  on  the  subject  of 
Domestic  Missions,  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day  of  the  session, 
from  Psalm  xiv.  7  :  "Oh  that  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come  out  of 
Zion." 

The  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff  preached  the  sermon  in  behalf  of  Foreign 
Missions,  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  session,  from  John  iii. 
30  :   "  He  must  increase,  but  I  must  decrease.'" 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  Report  was  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Missions  respectfully  present  the  following 
Report : — 

1.    FOREIGN   DEPARTIMCENT. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  presents  few  facts  that 
require  the  attention  of  Synod,  but  those  few  are  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance in  our  deliberation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doty  are  pursuing  their  labors  at  Amoy  with  zealous 
devotion  and  encouraging  prospects.  The  mission  chapel,  so  intimate- 
ly connected  with  the  memory  of  our  beloved  brother  Pohlman,  is  a 
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very  convenient  edifice  and  of  great  importance  for  the  missionary 
work.  A  good  beginning  has  been  made.  A  few  converts  have  been 
gathered  into  the  church.  The  native  popuhition  are  easy  of  access, 
and  the  facihties  for  missionary  enterprise  are  constantly  increasing. 
On  this  point  the  statements  of  Mr.  Talmage,  while  in  this  country, 
are  exceedingly  interesting  and  encouraging.  Mr.  Talmage  and  his 
wife  are  now  on  their  return  voyage  to  China,  having  left  in  March 
last.  Rev.  J.  W.  Schenck  and  wife,  who  had  expected  to  accompany 
Mr.  Talmage,  have  been  detained  in  this  country,  in  consequence  of 
the  sudden  and  severe  illness  of  Mrs.  Schenck,  just  on  the  eve  of  their 
departure.  For  the  present,  by  medical  advice,  their  missionary  en- 
gagement has  been  relinquished. 

The  severe  ordeal  through  which  this  mission  has  been  called  to 
pass,  its  bereavements,  the  overwhelming  duties  under  which  the  lone 
laborers  now  engaged  are  nobly  bearing  up,  the  encouragements  of  the 
station,  the  local  importance  of  Amoy  in  the  present  state  of  China 
and  the  world,  the  attitude  of  the  heathen,  with  this  last  disappoint- 
ment in  the  attempt  at  adding  new  laborers  to  our  broken  band,  and 
the  general  claims  of  the  cause,  combine  to  bring  home  to  the  heart  of 
our  whole  Church  appeals  which  she  cannot  think  of  resisting  so  long 
as  the  heathen  thus  plead  for  the  bread  of  life,  and  the  cross  of 
Christ  can  supply  her  with  an  adequate  motive. 

The  Borneo  station  is  for* the  present  deprived  of  all  its  laborers. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Youngblood  have  returned  to  tlaeir  native  land,  after  thir- 
teen years  of  labor  and  sufferings  for  Jesus'  sake.  Fears  are  entertained 
that  the  impaired  state  of  their  health  will  forbid  their  resumption  of 
duties  in  the  scene  of  their  former  abundant  and  self-denying  exertions. 
Mr.  Steele,  who  for  so  long  a  time  remained  alone  among  the  Dyaks, 
arrived  in  this  country  last  fall,  under  instructions  from  the  Board.  The 
object  of  his  return  is  two-fold — the  restoration  of  his  shattered  consti- 
tution, and  to  endeavor  to  procure  new  laborers  for  the  revival  of  the 
mission. 

The  past  history  of  this  mission  exhibits  a  train  of  Providential  dis- 
pensations, not  to  say  disasters,  which  may  well  awaken  the  most 
intense  anxiety,  prayers,  and  efforts  of  the  Church.  We  are  aware 
that  the  policy  of  settling  on  Borneo  at  all  has  been  seriously  doubted  by 
many,  and  doubtless  now  the  question  will  naturally  be  raised,  whether 
the  indications  of  Providence  are  not  such  as  to  demand  a  final  aban- 
donment of  the  enterprise. 

Without  entering  upon  any  detailed  argument,  the  Committee  would 
suggest  the  following  thouglits  for  prayerful  consideration. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  location  was  not  one  of  our  own  choice. 
A  wise  and  glorious  as  well  as  mysterious  providence  shut  us  up  to  it. 
Its  annals,  it  is  true,  are  annals  of  toil  and  suffering,  and  faith,  and 
perseverance,  and  hope,  almost  without  parallel  in  missionary  history. 
It  has  a  history  that  will  ever  be  precious  to  us,  as  illustrating  a  reli- 
gion of  which  a  cross  is  the  expressive  and  mournful  symbol,  and  as  a 
part  of  those  trials  by  which  God  has  been  and  is  now  testing  our 
faith,  and  purifying  us  for  better  service. 

There  have  been  other  periods  in  its  history  when  we  seemed  to 
have  come  to  the  verge  of  peril.     But  its  position  now  constitutes  a 
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crisis  such  as  we  have  never  before  been  called  to  meet.  And  the 
providence  of  God  has  brought  us  face  to  face  with  all  its  momentous 
issues. 

Like  the  cloud  that  led  Israel  on,  it  has  a  bright  as  well  as  a  dark 
side.  The  views  of  our  missionaries  on  this  point  are  unequivocal,  and 
should  have  full  weight  with  our  minds,  and  be  spread  clearly  before 
the  churches. 

All  of  Mr.  Steele's  arrangements  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  his 
return  to  his  station.  The  mission  property  has  been  so  disposed  of 
that  it  will  be  ready  for  reoccupancy  at  any  moment.  We  have  com- 
mitted ourselves  before  God,  and  the  world,  and  the  Church,  to  Borneo 
and  the  Dyaks.  We  have  done  too  much  to  abandon  that  field.  The 
Dyaks  have  not  persecuted  our  missionaries  ;  ihey  have  not  driven 
them  away  ;  they  have  not  rejected  the  truth  ;  their  consciences  are 
with  it ;  the}'  are  easily  accessible  ;  they  have  treated  our  brethren 
with  luiiform  kindness  and  confidence. 

Whence,  then,  have  come  this  long  series  of  trials,  this  dismantling 
of  our  prophets,  this  scattering  of  our  missionary  dust?  It  is  not  t!ie 
Dyak.  It  is  not  the  Malay.  It  is  God,  working  inscrutabl}',  who 
has  done  it.  for  the  trial  of  our  faith  and  the  f/lorj/  of  his  name.  Is 
this  then  a  reason  why  we  should  even  ti)ink  of  withdrawing  the  gos- 
pel from  a  people  to  whom  we  have  once  extended  it  ?  Shall  we  say, 
You  have  rejected  it  thus  far,  and  now  we  will  leave  you  to  starve  on 
without  the  gospel,  and  wander  and  perish  ?  Has  the  time  come,  has 
the  cause  arisen,  which  will  justify  us  in  shaking  off  the  dust  of  our 
feet  against  them  ? 

Your  Committee  feel  that  they  cannot  thus  interpret  the  providence 
which  has  brought  us  to  this  crisis ;  nor  can  they  recommend  a 
course  which  might  seem  like  usurping  the  province  of  Him  who  alone 
may  give  a  sinner  up  to  judicial  blindness  and  hardness  of  heart. 

Another  reason,  bearing  directly  on  this  point,  is  found  in  the  injury 
which  would  be  done  to  the  Malay  population,  by  the  withdrawal  of  our 
missionaries.  Upon  the  opening  of  the  Chinese  ports,  subsequent  to  the 
opium  war,  the  London  Missionary  Society  withdrew  its  missionaries  from 
the  Malay  population,  and  sent  them  to  China.  The  effect  on  the  Malays 
has  been  most  unhappy,  and  this  result  will  be  aggravated  should  we 
pursue  the  same  course.  We  should  guard  against  making  any  im- 
pression on  their  minds  that  Christians  are  not  in  earnest  in  sending 
the  gospel  to  them.  It  will  only  make  them  more  unappioachable  at 
another  day,  in  addition  to  the  many  other  evils  necessarily  consequent 
upon  such  a  step. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  control  your  Committee's 
views.  The  statements  of  Air.  Steele  are  doubtless  appreciated  by 
those  who  have  heard  hiS  affecting  appeals.  The  whole  Church  should 
be  made  acquainted  with  these  facts  and  reasonings;  our  pastors  should 
take  them  up  and  urge  them  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  the  month- 
ly concert  for  prayer,  special  reference  will  be  had  to  these  absorbing 
claims.  We  are  persuaded  that  when  pi'operl}'-  stated  and  urged,  in 
the  spirit  of  prayer,  whether  by  pastors  lliem^elves,  or  the  beloved 
missionaries  who  are  now  with  us,  under  the  blessing  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost, 
they  will  go  fur  to  awaken   and  keep  up  that  true  missionary  spirit 
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which  we  so  much  need.  It  is  but  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  we  all 
need  to  feel  and  act  upon  the  persuasion  that  the  missionary  character 
is  not  something  distinct  from  the  ministerial,  but  only  an  integral  part 
of  it.  Our  people,  too,  must  be  brought  to  realize  that  its  claims  are 
ever  upon  them,  and  that  it  is  not  only  to  be  thought  of  and  spoken 
upon  in  connection  with  a  collection.  We  want  that  spirit  which  will 
ever  supremely  regard  and  act  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  Christian  principle 
and  individual  duty. 

The  Committee  feel  that  the  state  of  our  missions  makes  a  peculiarly- 
powerful  appeal  to  the  beloved  youth  in  our  Theological  Seminary. 
To  them  almost  exclusively  must  we  look  for  the  reinforcement  of  the 
stations.  The  mysterious  providence  by  which  one  of  their  number, 
Samuel  D.  Scudder,  consecrated  to  the  same  great  cause  in  which  his 
beloved  parents  have  toiled  for  thirty  years,  with  one  of  whom  he  en- 
tered through  the  gate  into  the  city,  has  been  removed,  gives  a  sad 
but  weigh ty°emphasis  to  these  reiterated  calls.  Let  the  prayers  of  the 
whole  Church  arise  in  their  behalf,  that  they  may  be  endued  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Saviour,  and  that  they  may  become  followers  of  those  who 
from  heathen  lands  have  gone  up  to  inherit  the  promises. 

To  the  expression  of  sympathy  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Board 
with  our  beloved  brother  Dr.  Scudder,  in  his  recent  bereavements,  the 
Committee  would  add  their  own  and  the  Synod's  Christian  condolence, 
and  earnest  prayers  for  the  sanctifying  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  ac- 
company him  and  his  in  their  passage  through  the  deep  waters. 

The  state  of  the  treasury  is  encouraging.  The  receipts  during  the 
year  have  been  $9,606  36,  being  an  increase  over  the  receipts  of  the 
previous  year  of  $1,648  89.  Of  this  amount  there  was  contributed  for 
the  Amoy  chapel  $789  04  ;  for  the  old  debt  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 
$240   82;  for  education  of  heathen  children  Si 23   15. 

Yet  encouraging  as  this  increase  is,  it  is  by  no  means  what  we  can 
and  ought  todo.°  We  have  over  30,000  church  members;  and  this 
fact  alone,  exclusive  of  the  large  proportion  of  others  who  often  give 
hberally  to  the  blessed  cause,  may  aid  in  showing  how  small  is  the 
amount  of  our  pecuniary  effort  in  contrast  to  our  numbers  and  our 
means. 

In  view  of  the  whole  report  the  Committee  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  pastors  and  churches 
to  make  the  state  of  our  missions  the  subject  of  special  remark  and 
prayer  at  the  next  monthly  concert  for  prayer,  or  at  such  time  as  may 
be  most  suitable. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  general  aspects  of  the  mission  stations  at 
Amoy  and  in  Borneo,  in  connection  with  the  recent  bereavement  ex- 
perienced by  our  Theological  Seminary  and  the  missionary  cause,  all 
combine  to  urge  the  most  affecting  appeals  upon  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  our  young  brethren  of  the  Theological  Seminary  in  behalf  of  this 

cause. 

3.  Resolved,  That  notwithstanding  the  discouragements  we  have 
experienced,  and  the  present  state  of  temporary  abandonment  of  the 
Borneo  mission,  this  Synod  regard  its  resuscitation  with  the  deepest 
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interest,  and  urge  that  every  proper  effort  be  made  for  securing  this 
result. 

II.    DOIVIESTIC  IVIISSIONS. 

1.  Number  of  churches  that  have  received  aid  for  the  whole  or  part 
of  the  year,  including  those  of  tlie  Holland  Colony  in  Michigan — 50. 

2.  Number  of  missionary  stations  that  have  received  support  during 
the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  year — 8. 

3.  Number  of  new  missionary  stations — 5. 

4.  Number  of  churches  that  have  ceased  to  ask  aid  from  the 
Board— 8. 

5.  Number  of  churches  and  missionary  stations  that  have  bt  en  aided  or 
sustained  during  part  of  the  year,  and  applications  from  which  for  a 
renewal  of  appointments  and  appropriations  are  now  lying  upon  the 
table  on  account  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  treasury — 13. 

6.  Number  of  churches  and  missionary  stations  that  have  become 
and  are  now  vacant — 8. 

7.  Of  all  the  above  there  are  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,     1 

"  *'  "  New-Jersey,  15 

"  "  "  New- York,  36 

"  "  "  Michigan,  14 

"  "  "  Indiana,  1 

"  "  "  Illinois,  4 

Total,  71 

There  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  orders  lying  unpaid,  for 
want  of  funds,  to  the  amount  of  |1,600. 

The  statements  communicated  from  the  churches  and  missionary 
stations  furnish  matter  for  gratitude  to  the  Head  of  the  Church,  and 
incitement  to  a  vigorous  and  persevering  prosecution  of  the  missionary 
"work.  The  field  is  large  ;  the  destitute  condition  of  vast  multitudes  in 
our  own  land,  and  the  momentous  interests  involved  in  the  work  of 
missions,  call  us  as  a  Church  to  awake  from  our  slumber  and  at  the 
bidding  of  our  glorious  Leader  to  labor  in  this  work  of  the  Lord,  as- 
sured that  our  labor  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  The  Board  of 
Missions  state  that  there  has  been  a  more  general  attention  to  inform- 
ing the  Board  by  the  pastors  and  missionaries  who  have  received 
aid  than  at  any  previous  time.  The  reports,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
indicate  an  encouraging  degree  of  progress  in  the  spiritual  state  of  the 
people,  in  their  ability  and  willingness  to  support  the  gospel,  in  the 
desire  to- engage  in  our  benevolent  operations,  and  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  growth  and  permanency  of  a  Christian  Church. 

Eight  churches,  hitherto  aided  by  the  Board,  have  informed  them 
that  they  require  no  further  aid  in  sustaining  the  gospel.  Tlie  opera- 
tions of  the  Board  have  been  extended  to  several  new  and  inviting 
fields.  The  Holland  brethren  were  considered  as  presenting  peculiar 
claims,  and  the  Board  deemed  it  proper  to  send  a  special  agent  to  visit 
such  as  had  settled  in  New-York,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  to  ascertain 
their  state,  character,  and  prospects.  I.  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,  was  duly 
commissioned,  and  has  furnished  an  interesting  and  encouraging  state- 
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ment,  which  led  the  Board  to  make  the  necessary  ari'angements  to  aid 
them' in  their  efforts  to  estabhsh  the  gospel 

At  South  Bend,  in  Indiana,  a  minister  has  been  settled,  and  measures 
are  now  in  progress  for  the  erection  of  a  church  ;  and  pastor  and  people 
are  cheered  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  seeing  a  church  established 
which  from  its  location  must  exert  a  happy  influence  on  the  surround- 
ing country.  j    i       i  f 

The  Board  have  at  the  request  of  the  people  assumed  the  charge  ot 
Alexandria  Bay  or  the  Thousand  Isles,  a  missionary  station  which 
originated  and  was  supported  in  a  great  degree  by  private  benevolence. 
A  church  is  erected,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  gospel  wdl  be 
firmly  established.  .         . 

The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  directed  to  Cmcmnati,  Ohio. 
This  important  place  seems  to  furnish  a  field  which  ought  to  be  oc- 
cupied as  speedily  as  practicable.  The  Corresponding  Secretary,  by 
direction  of  the  Board,  visited  that  city,  and  gave  on  his  return  a  minute 
and  encourao;ing  statement.  As  this  will  probably  be  published  in  its 
details,  a  passing  notice  will  be  all  that  is  required.  The  position 
of  this  place,  wiiich  must  become  the  central  point  of  our  western 
missionary  operations,  renders  our  movements  a  matter  of  deep  in- 
terest. The  Board  have  hitherto  been  unsuccessful  in  obtaining  a  man 
whose  quahfications  are  adapted  to  that  position.     ^  _ 

The  Committee  have  considered  the  communication  of  Mr.  Wdliam 
Giflfino-  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  new  Reformed  Dutch 
church  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  ;  and  they  recommend  its  reference  to 
the  Board  of  Missions. 

The  emim-ation  to  the  Western  States  is  opening  new  and  extensive 
fields  for  missionary  labor.  Among  these,  the  Germans  claim  the 
attention  of  the  Board.  Churches  have  been  established  and  are 
aided  hv  the  Board  in  New-York,  and  Newark,  N.  J.  But  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Wisconsin,  there  are  thousands  who  are 
in  a  great  degree  without  the  gospel.  Every  consideration  which  can 
be  addressed^to  our  benevolence  as  men,  to  our  patriotism  as  citizens, 
and  our  love  to  the  Saviour,  and  our  zeal  for  his  glory  as  Christians, 
combine  to  uige  us  to  aim  at  conveying  "  the  glorious  gospel  of  the 
blessed  God  "  to  those  who  have  been  cast  on  our  sympatlues  m  His 
providence.  The  language  forms  an  obstacle  to  the  prosecution  of 
missionary  labors  among  tlie  Germans.  The  Board,  to  obviate  this 
difficult)^  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  the  Synod,  "  Avhether  it 
would  be  proper  under  such  circumstances  to  invite  men  of  sound 
evanfrelical  views  and  piety  from  Gemiany,  and  commission  them  to 
labor^among  their  countrymen  hei'e?"  The  Board  has  employed  two 
or  three  already,  who  have  been  found  faithful  and  efficient  laborers; 
and  the  Board  a'sk  whetlierit  would  not  be  safe  to  introduce  others  into 
this  field,  who  shall  possess  recommendations  from  men  of  known  and 
acknowledged  evangelical  views.  _  _ 

The  prosecution  of  missionary  efforts  by  regularly  organized  societies 
commenced  in  1832,  and  was  continued  until  1848,  when  the  General 
Svnod  adopted  a  new  mode  of  organization.  This  embraces  an  en- 
larged system  of  missionary  effort,  and  has  an  admirable  adaptation  to 
the  circumstances  of  our  country  and  Church.     This  is  in  its  incipient 
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state.  Time  is  required  for  the  Board  to  mature  their  phms  and 
carry  out  the  comprehensive  arrangements  contemplated  by  the  Gene- 
ral Synod. 

The  Rev.  R.  0.  Currie,  who  was  elected  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
this  Board  by  the  last  General  Synod,  at  a  salary  of  $2,000  per  annum, 
declined  the  appointment  under  the  sanction  of  the  resolution  passed  at 
the  same  session  of  the  Synod.  (See  Minutes,  1849,  page  505.)  To  meet 
this  contingency,  the  Board  of  Missions  unanimously  elected  the  Rev. 
John  Garretson  to  the  office.  It  was  tlie  intention  of  the  Board  to 
offer  the  same  salary  to  him.  Ur.  Garretson  hoAvever  accepted  the 
appointment  only  on  condition  of  a  very  material  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  compensation.  In  view  of  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  this 
cause  and  liberality,  the  Board  appointed  a  Committee  to  confer  with 
Mr.  G.  on  the  subject,  and  unanimously  adopted  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation agreed  upon,  viz.,  §1300,  with  travelling  expenses.  In  view 
of  the  whole  case,  the  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  hereby  approve  of  this  appointment, 
and  do  most  cordially  recommend  said  Secretary  to  the  confidence  of 
the  churches. 

The  Board  in  their  movements  have  manifested  a  high  degree  of  ac- 
tivity and  zeal  in  the  work  assigned  them.  Their  efforts  have  exhibited 
a  deep  sense  of  their  responsibilities,  which,  Avhile  it  ought  to  inspire 
the  confidence,  ought  also  to  insure  the  cordial  co-operation  of  all  the 
churches. 

It  appears  that  some  Classes  conduct  missionary  operations  indepen- 
dently of  the  Synod's  Board.  They  have  discovered  a  commendable 
liberahty  in  aiding  feeble  churches  and  supplying  the  destitute.  Yet, 
as  the  organ'zation  of  the  Synod  was  designed  to  exercise  a  supervision 
over  all  the  missionary  operations  of  the  Church,  it  would  seem  re- 
quisite that  the  Svnod's  Bou'd  should  be  the  medium  through  which 
such  efforts  should'  be  conducted.  It  is  important  that  unity  should 
be  visible  in  all  our  movements.  Thus  the  exertions  of  the  Church 
would  be  concentrated,  social  sympathy  exhibited,  and  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  efficiency  in  our  missionary  exertions.  It  should  be 
generally  understood  that  all  the  applications  to  the  Board  must  be 
recommended  bv  the  several  Classes  ;  and  their  views  and  suggestions 
are  carefully  regarded. 

While  Ave  would  be  truly  thankful  for  mercies  received,  and  exclaim, 
"  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us  " — Avhile  we  deem  the  advances 
made  as  new  arguments  for  enhirged,  persevering  effort,  we  are  pained 
to  state  that  there  is  a  lamentable  deficiency  both  of  funds  and  men. 

Great  circumspection  has  been  shown  by  the  Board  in  the  choice  erf 
locations,  and  the  degree  of  aid  afforded.  While  they  aim  at  en- 
couraging personal  exertions  and  calling  forth  the  energies  of  the 
people,  they  thus  avoid  ministering  to  cupidity  and  creating  an  unne- 
cessary dependence  on  the  liberality  of  the  Church.  The  Board  have 
encountered  difficulties  by  the  Avant  of  funds  necessary  to  meet  their 
appropriations.  Their  action  has  been  embarrassed,  new  applications 
for  aid  are  still  lying  on  their  table  not  acted  on,  and  ministers  have 
been  actually  suffering,  and  in  some  cases  to  extremity,  by  this  defi- 
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ciency  in  the  Treaouiy,  for  which  the  faith  of  the  entire  Church  has 
been  solemnly  pledged. 

There  is  a  want  of  men  disposed  and  fitted  "  to  bear  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  day."  "  More  than  twenty  of  our  churches  and  stations, 
under  the  care  of  the  Board,  are  now  vacant."  There  is  a  wantof  the 
active  consecration  demanded  by  the  providence  of  God  in  the 
disciples  of  Him  who  "  was  moved  with  compassion  when  he  saw  the 
multitude  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd." 

The  Board  have  sought  in  a  great  degree  in  vain  for  persons  to 
supply  the  destitute.  The  churches  are  called  to  awake  to  a  higher 
sense  of  the  claims  of  a  lost  world.  The  diffusion  of  a  missionary 
spirit  among  our  churches  would  be  the  best  indication  of  spiritual 
health,  a  pledge  that  the  responsibilities  of  our  position  as  a  Church 
were  recognized  and  felt ;  and  as  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished, 
there  would  result  a  readiness  for  every  good  word  and  work. 

As  interpreters  of  the  signs  of  the  times,  the  command  of  Christ, 
"  Go  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,"  presses  powerfully  on  the 
Church.  We  are  engaged  in  no  doubtful  enterprise.  Trials  of  faith  and 
patience  are  necessary  accompaniments  of  all  our  exertions.  The 
varied  dispensations  through  which  we  have  passed  and  are  passing 
seem  designed  to  deepen  our  sense  of  dependence  on  God,  to  test  our 
earnestness,  and  invigorate  our  faith  in  the  certainty  of  a  final  and  per- 
manent triumph  of  truth  and  holiness.  "  For  as  the  rain  cometh 
down  and  the  snow  from  heaven,  and  returneth  not  thither,  but  watereth 
the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud  that  it  may  give  seed  to 
the  sower  and  bread  to  t\ie  eater,  so  shall  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth 
out  of  ray  mouth.  It  shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  shall  accom- 
phsh  that  which  I  please,  and  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I 
sent  it." 

The  Committee  report  the  following  resolutions  : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  rejoice  in  the  measure  of  success 
■which  has  attended  the  operations  of  ihe  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  ; 
that  they  regard  the  action  of  the  Board  as  reported  to  Synod  with 
gratification  ;  and  that  they  recommend  the  Board  as  at  present  con- 
stituted to  the  most  favorable  consideration  of  the  Classes  and  churches. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  deems  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions 
to  be  the  appropriate  channel  for  conducting  missionary  operations  in 
the  home  field. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  be  directed  to 
use  such  means  as  they  may  deem  most  efficient  for  supplying  the 
destitute  Germans,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  with  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel  and  pastoral  labor. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  pastors  of  the  different  churches  be  request- 
ed at  as  early  a  day  as  possible  to  present  to  their  people  the  state  of 
the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  its  claims  and  encouragements  ; 
that  so  the  hearts  of  our  people  may  become  interested  in  its  work, 
and  the  whole  Church  may  be  found  bearing  it  up. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  GOSMAN,  CJiairman 
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The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  whose  term  of  service  had  expired.  On 
counting  the  ballots  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  Avere  elected, 
viz. : — Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  John  M.  Macauley,  George  H.  Fisher,  and 
Messrs.  William  B.  Crosby,  Walter  W.  Townsend,  and  William  Man- 
deville  in  the  place  of  William  R.  Thompson,  who  has  resigned  his  seat. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  whose  term 
of  service  had  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots  it  appeared  that  the 
followino-  were  chosen,  viz. : — Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  John  Garretson, 
James  Scott,  Daniel  Lord,  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  and  Messrs.  Peter  D. 
Vroom,  George  W.  Morris,  and  Stephen  Garretson. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  number 
of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  individuals  to  preach  the  Annual  Mis- 
sionary Sermons,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  the  Rev. 
Alphonso  A.  Willets  was  chosen  ^^rmanus  to  preach  the  sermon  on  the 
subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  S.  Lord,  secundus  ; 
the  Rev.  James  A.  H.  Cornell,  was  chosen  primarius  to  preach  the 
sermon  in  belialf  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  the  Rev.  William  W.  Hal- 
loway,  secundus. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

widows'     fund. 
The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  reported,  and  their  report  is 
as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  beg  leave  respecfully  to  re- 
port :  That  the  only  documents  referred  to  them  are  the  Treasurer's 
annual  account,  and  the  list  of  clerical  subscribers,  and  the  Annual 
Digest.     In  these  the  following  facts  appear : — 

That  the  present  value  of  the  Fund  is $12,260  00 

There  has  been  added  to  ihe  principal  this  year 189  75 

Amount  of  dis'ribuiive  income  for  the    year  included,    including   a 

balance  of  $1S2  14  from  last  year 1,989  72 

Amount  paid  or  chargeable  in  the  current  year  to  10  annuitants 1,575  00 

Only  3  have  witlidrawn  a  sum  of 340  00 

That  only  three  churches  have  made  collections  to  be  added  to  the 
Fund,  viz.  :  Market  street  and  Collegiate  in  New- York,  and  the  First 
Ref.  Dutch  church  of  New-Brunswick.  That  of  the  three  hundred  and 
more  ministers  of  the  Church,  only  fifty-six  are  now  paying  members 
of  the  Fund.  Nine  have  reached  eleven  or  twelve  payments.  Of  the  forty- 
seven  who  have  subscribed  subsequently  to  the  commencement  of  the 
Fund,  thirteen  have  just  reached  five,  six,  or  seven  years  ;  nine  have 
subscribed  four  years  since ;  eight,  three  years  ;  eleven,  two  years ; 
eight,  one  year.  Of  these  fifty-six  existing  subscribers,  only  eight  are 
known  or  supposed  to  be  brethren  who  have   been  so   favored  in 
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Divine  Providence,  as  to  have  no  present  apprehension  of  occasion  to 
need  the  resource  of  this  Fund. 

The  Committee  have  entered  into  this  analysis  of  the  state  ot  the 
Fund,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out  this  painful  fact  into  broad  and 
stroncT  light,  that  there  must  be   some  strong,  general,  and  prevailmg 
obiectiort  to  the  plan  of  the  Fund,  which  not  only  repels  the  brotherly 
charity  of  that  portion  of  the  ministry  having  private  means  from  helping 
the  cause  of  their  less  favored  brethren,  but  even  prevents  many,  who 
need  the  benefit  of  the  institution,  from  making  the  necessary  sacrihce 
to  avail   themselves  of  it.     Now    your  Committee  would  beg  leave, 
unblamed,  to  ask,  whether  it  would  not  be  more  in  the  spirit  ot  unity 
and  fraternity,  for  brethren,  who  think  they  see  defects  in   the  insti- 
tution   to    remain  and  aid  its   amendment,  than    to   withdraw   their 
countenance  and  their  contribution,  and  so  discredit  the  foundation  and 
brino-  the  counsel  of  the  Synod  to  naught  ?     Your  Committee  feel  that 
the  day  is  long  gone  by  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  plead  the  utility 
of  such  an  institution.     The  ancient  churches  appreciated  its  value. 
Almost  all  the  existing  denominations  of  Christians  have  given  great 
prominence  to  such  a  foundation.     The  fact  that  not  many  rich  are 
called  to  the  ministry,  and  that  the  scanty  salaries  of  almost  all  the 
ministers  make    such   a   refuge  in   the  day  of  sickness  and  widow- 
hood,   a  necessity    of   comfort   and   hope.      Your    Committee    have 
therefore  prayerfully  studied  the  question.  What  is   the  defect  of  the 
plan  ">     What  can  be  done  to  enlist  the  aid  of  the  richer  brethren,  and 
to  obtain  the  subscription  of  the  more  needy,  and  to  move  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  churches  and  congregations?  .1    .   .i    • 

On  this  topic,    the    Committee   beg  leave   to   observe,   that  then- 
conviction  is,  that  there  is  no  unwillingness  in    the  churches  to  pa- 
tronize this  Fund,  provided  it  be  brought  before  them  in  a  proper 
light      But  how  can  the  churches    be  expected   to  give,  when    the 
ministers  themselves  for  whom  its  benefit  is  designed  discredit  it,  by 
withholding  their    subscription,  and  so   far  from  commending  it  to 
their    churches,  let  its  claims  pass  in  silence,  or  even  speak  against 
them'?     Indeed   it  is  believed  to  be  confirmed  by  tlie  experience _  ot 
every  one  who  has  made  a  fair  experiment,  that  there  is  no  provision 
of  the    Church  which  so   readily  awakens    the  generous  sympathies 
of  the  Church,  and  could   call  forth  such  generous  contributions,  as 
this  iust  claim  and  holy  charity.     The  Committee  therefore  feel  that 
it  is  to  the  ministers  their  argument  must  be  directed.    Your  Commit- 
tee have  observed,  that  this  Fund  is  regarded  by  some  as  an  ecclesias- 
tical insurance,  and  therefore   it  must   be  viewed  merely  as  a  calcu- 
lation of  chances,  to  determine  a  simple  and  just  claim.     Others  con- 
sider it  mostly  in  the  light  of  a  sacred  charity,  and  that  therefore  those 
who  have  private  property  are  not  called  by  any  law  but  that  of  char- 
ity to  take  a  part  in  it.     Your  Committee  deems  that  the  institution 
unites  the  claims  of  justice  and  charity,  and  appeals  both  to  enlightened 
interest  and  brotherly  love.     The  churches  are  bound  by  justice  to  a 
laborious   and  poorly  paid  ministry  to  provide  this  resource  for  the 
needy  the   rich  brethren  are  bound  by  the  law  of  brotherly  love  to 
aid  in  its  establishment ;  and  the  less  fortunate  are  bound  by  an  enlight- 
ened and  just  self-interest  to  identify  themselves  with  it. 
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After  the  most  careful  investigation,  tlic  majority  of  the  Committee 
are  not  sure  that  tliey  can  suggest  any  practicable  or  desirable 
alteration  in  the  plan. 

Mutability  of  counsel  has  been  one  strong  objection  to  the  system. 
The  Synod  did  therefore  enact,  in  their  session  of  1848,  that  no  essen- 
tial aUeration  should  be  made  in  the  plan,  without  the  consent  of 
evei-y  one  interested  in  it.  Now  it  cannot  be  hoped  or  expected,  that 
annuitants  who  are  now  receiving  1^200  per  annum  Avould  consent  to  a 
reduction  of  one  half  or  even  one  quarter,  except  when  the  increase 
of  annuitants  made  it  necessary.  It  is  also  known  that  a  number  of 
the  original  and  firmest  friends  of  the  institution  are  opposed  to  any 
change,  and  would  withdraw  if  it  were  made. 

But  even  if  all  those  interested  would  consent,  it  is  questionable 
whether  a  low  rate  of  premium,  say  810  per  annum,  and  a  propor- 
tionately lower  rate  of  annuity,  say  $100  per  annum,  or  a  rule  to 
prevent  the  withdrawment  of  the  premium,  would  upon  the  whole  be 
desirable.  True,  the  premium  could  more  easily  be  paid  ;  but  an  an- 
nuity of  $100,  though  by  no  means  to  be  despised,  yet  would  be  quite 
too  slender  a  resource  for  the  day  of  want  and  distress.  It  does 
appear  plainly  better  to  struggle  for  the  $20  per  annum,  than  to 
lose  the  revenue  of  $200.  The  plan  of  Synod  moreover  gives  the 
right  to  any  who  wish  it,  to  subscribe  and  receive  proportionally. 
If"  then  it  were  practicable  to  suggest  an  arrangement,  by  which  every 
minister  could  have  his  premium  paid  without  drawing  on  his  existing 
resources,  would  it  remove  the  whole  difficulty  ?  Now  your  Committee 
submit  that  this  can  probably  be  done.  Let  an  agent,  some  one  of 
the  emeriti,  if  it  were  possible,  or  some  one  of  the  brethren  without 
charge,  or  any  other  suitable  person,  be  appointed  to  visit  all  the  con- 
gregations, with  this  primary  errand — in  every  churcli  to  secure  in 
the  best  manner  the  payment  of  this  annual  premium,  for  their  minis- 
ter. This  agent  might  at  the  same  time  be  charged  to  raise  as  much 
for  the  permanent  part  of  the  Fund  as  possible,  according  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  necessity  by  the  Board  of  Corporation.  And  who  can  tell 
but,  by  the  blessing  of  God  and  the  hearty  aid  of  all  the  brethren,  he 
might  double  the  Fund  ?  Your  Committee  would  therefore  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  resolutions  : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  have  unabated  confidence  in  the 
stability  and  value  of  the  Relief  Fund. 

2.  That  it  is  a  source  of  deep  regret,  that  any  brother  should, 
without  the  most  imperative  reasons,  withdraw  his  deposits  and  his 
subscription  from  the  Fund. 

3.  That  all  the  ministers  of  the  Church  be  earnestly  entreated 
to  lay  aside  their  objections,  and  yielding  to  the  convictions  of  the 

majority,  give  to  this  cause   their  subscriptions  and  most  hearty  co- 
operation. 

4.  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  empowered  and  requested,  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  employ  an  agent  charged  with  the  duty  of  secur- 
ing if  possible,  in  every  congregation,  the  payment  of  $20  annually, 
for  the  purpose  of  constituting  their  pastor  P.  V.  a  member  of  the 
Relief  Fund,  and  to  collect  as  much  as  possible  to  increase  the  general 
Fund.  Respectfully  submitted. 

L  N.  WYCKOFF,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE  XX. 

PARTICULARIA. 

The  communication  containing  the  bequest  of  the  Rev.  Ehas  Van 
Benschoten  was  read. 

Statements  having  been  presented  to  the  Synod  in  relation  to  the 
estabhshing  of  a  church  in  connection  with  this  Synod,  at  Waterloo, 
N.  Y.,  and  that  the  indications  in  reference  to  the  same  were  favorable, 

it  was  . 

Resolved,  That  the  statements  thus  made  be  referred  to  a  special 
Committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  A  B.  Winfield  and  William  R.  S.  Belts, 
and  the  Elder,  Jacob  T.  Lansing. 

The  Committtee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  affairs  relative 
to  constituting  a  Reformed  Dutch  church  in  the  village  of  Waterloo, 
Seneca  co.,  N  Y.,  would  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  exammed 
into  the  state  of  the  Ccise,  and  have  been  enabled  to  gather  the  following 
facts  viz  :  That  there  are  at  least  fifteen  families  formerly  connected  witH 
our  Church,  and  still  attached  to  her  doctrines  and  usages,  who  are  de- 
sirous of  having  a  church  of  our  order  established  among  them  ;  others, 
who  are  now  worshipping  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  have  a 
strono-  attachment  to  their  old  edifice,  feel  a  reluctance  to  leave  it 
This  building  is  now  offered  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  three  hundred 
of  which  wilf  be  paid  by  one  individual,  a  resident  of  the  place. 

The  friends  of  this  new  enterprise  look  with  anxious  solicitude  to  the 
General  Synod,  and  through  them  to  those  who  are  highly  favored 
with  the  means  of  grace,  and  whom  God  has  blessed  with  an  abundance 
of  this  world's  goods,  to  raise  the  remaining  twelve  hundred  dollars,  tor 
the  accomplishment  of  this  most  desirable  object.  i,,  •     ^ 

It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  above  amount  be  obtamea 
during  the  present  summer,  or  this  favorable  opportunity  will  have 
passed  by;  Ure  house  thus  offered  will  be  devoted  to  other  purposes, 
and  the  hopes  of  building  up  a  Dutch  church,  to  all  human  appear- 
ance, will  be  lost.  ,  , 
The  interest  seems  so  great,  that  if  this  house  were  once  purchased 
for  the  above  object,  they  feel  confident  that  the  gospel  can  be  sus- 
tained without  any  foreign  aid.                                                       i  •     ^  . 

The  Committee  would  therefore  earnestly  recommend  this  object  to 
the  special  attention  of  Synod,  and  the  churches  under  her  care. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  B.  WINFIELD, 
WILLIAM  R.  S.  BETTS. 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Steele,  lately  of  the  Borneo  mission,  and  now 
returned  to  this  country  in  feeble  health,  was  introduced  to  the  Synod  ; 
whereupon  it  was 


JUNE,  1850.  105 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  deeply  sympathize  with  our  returned  mis- 
sionaries, Rev.  Messrs.  Youngblood  and  Steele,  in  their  impaired  health, 
and  earnestly  implore  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  for  their  early  res- 
toration ;  and  that  the  Synod  will  spend  a  season  of  prayer  in  this 
behalf. 

After  the  passage  of  the  above  resolution.  Synod  engaged  in  a  sea- 
son of  devotional  exercises  particularly  directed  to  this  object. 

Whereas,  the  treasury  of  the  General  Synod  has  not  the  means  of 
paying  the  existing  debt,  and  of  meeting  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Synod ;  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  one  from  each  Classis 
here  represented,  be  appointed  to  assess  upon  each  Classis  a  sum  pro- 
portionate to  the  number  and  ability  of  the  churches,  and  sufficient  to 
meet  the  existing  debt,  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Synod, 

2.  Resolved,  That  said  amount  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Sy- 
nod, on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  of  each  year. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations  to  nominate  the 
Committee  contemplated  in  the  above  resolution.  The  Committee  re- 
ported the  following  persons  to  constitute  this  Committee,  who  were  ac- 
cordingly appointed : — Rev.  Messrs,  J.  Knox,  I.  Ferris,  G.  Schenck, 
B,  C.  Taylor,  G,  C.  Schanck,  I.  D.  Cole,  M.  N,  McLaren,  R.  L,  Schoon- 
maker,  F.  M.  Kip,  A.  A.  Willets,  J.  Gosman,  G,  G,  Sill,  I.  N.  Wyckoff, 
W.  J.  R.  Taylor,  E.  Holmes,  R.  Wells,  U.  Marvin,  G.  L.  Roof,  C,  H, 
Stitt,  A,  B,  Winfield,  J,  B.  Alliger,  J,  L.  See,  0.  H.  Gregory. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  distribute  among  the  several  Classes  an 
amount  adequate  to  pay  the  existing  debt  of  thev Synod,  and  meet  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  current  year,  submit  the  following,  wilh  the 
recommendation  that  measures  be  taken  (for  the  present  year)  by  the 
Classes  at  the  fall  sessions,  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  amounts  re- 
ferred to  them  respectively,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  before  the  first  of  January  next. 


Classis  of  New- York,       .         .         -         -         - 

South  Classis  of  New- York,            ...  300 

New-Brunswick, 550 

Bergen,        -------  300 

Passaic,           -         -         -       '-         -         -         -  100 

Paramus,              -          .          .         -          -          -  250 

South  Classis  of  Long  Island,   -          -         -         -  250 

North  Classis  of  Long  Island,         .         -         -  160 
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Philadelphia,            - $300 

Poughkeepsie, ^^^ 

Hudson, 150 

Illinois,        .------  0 

Albany, 350 

Ulster, 300 

Rensselaer, 150 

Washington, '5 

Montgomery, 200 

Schoharie,            -          -         -         -          -         -  100 

Schenectady,  -         - 200 

Cayuga, 200 

Orange, 250 

Greene, 125 

Watervliet, '^5 

Michigan,  -------  5 

Holland, 5 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  enjoined  upon  the  ministers  and  con- 
sistories of  the  churches  under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  to  cause  collec- 
tions to  be  taken  up  in  their  respective  churches,  at  least  once  in  each 
year,  for  the  following  objects,  to  wit :  For  the  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Missionary  Boards ;  for  the  Education  Board  ;  and  for  the  Sabbath- 
school  Union  of  our  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  Synod,  enjoining 
xipon  the  churches  to  take  up  an  annual  collection  for  the  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Boards  of  Missions,  the  Education  Board,  and  for  the  Sabbath- 
school  Board,  be  printed  with,  and  accompany  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  assessed  the  amount  of  the  contingent  expenses  and  debt 
of  the  Synod  upon  the  churches  of  the  several  Classes,  that  it  may  be 
more  fully  understood  and  acted  on  by  them. 

The  Rev.  William  R.  S.  Betts,  Cornelius  Gates,  and  the  Elder,  Josiah 
Carey,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  make  arrangements  for  holdmg 
a  meeting  for  prayer  and  conference  on  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth  day 
of  the  session.  The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted, 
and  the  meeting  was  held  accordingly. 

The  Rev.  John  B.  Alliger,  George  R.  Williamson,  and  the  Elder, 
John  Stoothoff,  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Canvass,  to  whom  the 
ballots  cast  for  filling  vacancies  in  the  several  Boards  of  the  Synod,  for 
delegates  to  corresponding  churches,  and  for  persons  to  preach  the 
Missionary  Sermons,  were  committed,  who  reported  the  result  of  the 
election. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  be  authorized  to  pay 
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the  expenses  of  the  Committee  on  tlie  covenant  relations  between  the 
Synod  and  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Cleik  of  Synod  be  directed  to  send  to 
each  of  the  Classes,  so  as  to  reach  them  previous  to  their  fall  meetings, 
circular  letters,  calling  their  special  attention  to  the  action  of  Synod  in 
respect  to  the  liquidation  of  its  debt,  and  meeting  its  current  contin- 
gent expenses. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Stated  Clerk,  to 
fix  the  price  to  be  charged  for  the  Minutes  of  the  present  session. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

BENEVOLENT    AND    RELIGIOUS    INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Synod  heard  the  Rev.  Mr.  Foote,  agent  of  the  American  Tract 
Society,  on  the  interests  of  that  institution,  on  the  second  day  of  the 
session. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  the  Secretary  of  the  New- York  State  Coloni- 
zation Society,  addressed  the  Synod,  at  his  request,  on  the  seventh  day 
of  the  session,  on  the  operations  of  that  Society.      Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  have  heard  of  the  great  and  rapidly 
growing  interest  in  this  great  field  of  charity,  manifested  by  the  vote 
of  an  annual  appropriation  of  $20,000  in  one  State,  and  the  increased 
contributions  in  all  the  States,  as  also  by  the  increasing  numbers  of  free 
colored  men  who  offer  themselves,  and  of  slaves  offered  by  their  mas- 
ters, for  emigration  to  the  colony  of  Liberia,  with  the  highest  satis- 
faction. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  continue  to  regard  this  institution  with 
the  same  favor  which  they  have  shown  by  their  approving  and  com- 
mending resolutions  through  many  consecutive  years,  and  hope  our 
Church  will  continue  to  take  a  leading  part  in  supporting  it. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  churches  to  take  up  a 
collection  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  this  Society,  on  the  Sabbath  nearest  to 
the  fourth  of  July,  or  at  any  other  convenient  time. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

PASTORAL     LETTER. 

Nothing  occurred. 

Vol.  VIII.  8 
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ARTICLE  XXIII. 

STKODICAL   ARCHIVES, 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  respectfully  report:  That  the  only 
matter  referred  to  them  during  the  session  of  Synod,  is  the  door-keep- 
er's bill,  amounting  to  $18  15,  which  they  recommend  to  be  paid. 

ISA.AC  D.  COLE,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE   XXV. 

RESUMPTION      AND       CLOSE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  distribute  among 
the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the  famihes 
who  have  entertained  the  members  of  Synod,  for  the  kind  and  hospita- 
ble manner  in  which  they  have  been  received  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the  minis- 
ters and  consistories  of  theRef.  Prot.  Dutch  churches  of  Poughkeepsie, 
for  the  use  of  their  church  buildings  during  the  session  of  the  Synod. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  Synod,  the  roll  was  called  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were 
absent  without  permission,  viz. :  Rev.  Charles  H.  Stitt,  and  the  Elder, 
John  V.  L.  Overbagh. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE  XXVI. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Middle  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
church  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1851, 
at  10  o'clock  A.  M. ;  and  was  closed  with  singing  the  400  th  hymn, 
prayer,  and  pronouncing  the  apostolical  benediction,  by  the  President. 

JEREMIAH  SEARLE,  President. 

JAMES  SCOTT,  Adsessor. 

H.  J.  GANSE,  ) 

>    Clerks. 

PHILIP  PELTZ,    ) 
Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 


Ijipraiiix. 


THE  CHARTER  OF  QUEEN'S  COLLEGE, 


IN    NEW-JERSEY 


George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France 
and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  To  all  to  whom  these 
presents  shall  come,  greeting. 

Whereas  our  loving  subjects  being  of  the  Protestant  Reformed  reli- 
gion, according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  churches  in  the 
United  Provinces,  and  using  the  discipline  of  the  said  churches,  as  ap- 
proved and  instituted  by  the  National  Synod  of  Dort,  in  the  years  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
nineteen,  are  in  this  and  the  neighboring  Provinces  very  numerous, 
consisting  of  many  churches  and  religious  assemblies,  the  ministers  and 
elders  of  which  having  taken  into  serious  consideration  the  manner  in 
which  the  said  cliurcbes  might  be  properly  supplied  with  an  able,  learn- 
ed and  well  qualified  ministry  ;  and  thinking  it  necessary,  and  being 
very  desirous  that  a  College  might  be  erected  for  that  purpose  within 
this  our  Province  of  New-Jersey,  in  which  the  learned  languages  and 
other  branches  of  useful  knowledge  may  be  taught,  and  degrees  confer- 
red ;  and  especially  that  young  men  of  suitable  abilities  niay  be  instructed 
in  divinity,  preparing  them  for  the  ministry,  and  supplying  the  neces- 
sity of  the  churches  ;  for  themselves  and  in  behalf  of  their  churches,  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  William  Franklin, 
Esq.,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief,  in  and  over  our  Province  of 
New-Jersey,  in  America ;  setting  forth  that  the  inconveniences  are 
manifold  and  the  expenses  heavy,  in  either  being  supplied  with  ministers 
of  the  gospel  from  foreign  parts,  or  sending  young  men  abroad  for  edu- 
cation ;  that  the  present  and  increasing  necessity  for  a  considerable 
number  to  be  employed  in  the  ministry,  is  great ;  that  a  preservation 
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of  a  fund  for  the  necessary  uses  of  instruction  very  much  depends  upon 
a  charter ; 

And  therefore  humbly  entreat,  that  some  persons  might  be  incorpo- 
rated in  a  body  poUtic,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  we  being  wilUng 
to  o-rant  the  reasonable  request  and  prayer  of  the  said  petitioners,  and 
to  promote  learning  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  and  advancement 
of  the  Protestant  religion  of  all  denominations  ;  and  more  especially  to 
remove  as  much  as  possible  the  necessity  our  said  loving  subjects  have 
hitherto  been  under,  of  sending  their  youth  intended  for  the  ministry 
to  a  foreign  country  for  education,  and  of  being  subordinate  to  a  foreign 
ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  : 

Know  ye  therefore,  that  considering  the  premises,  we  do  of  our  spe- 
cial o-race,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  by  these  presents,  will, 
ordam,  grant,  and  constitute,  that  there  be  a  College,  called  Queeris 
College,  erected  in  our  said  Province  of  New-Jersey,  for  the  education 
of  youth  in  the  learned  languages,  liberal  and  useful  arts  and  sciences, 
and  especially  in  divinity ;  preparing  them  for  the  ministry,  and  other 
good  offices.  '  And  that  the  Trustees  of  the  said  College,  and  their  suc- 
cessors for  ever,  may  and  shall  be  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  in 
deed,  fact  and  name ;  and  shall  be  called,  known,  and  distinguished  by 
the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  in  New- Jersey.  And  we 
havino-  further  willed  and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents  of  our 
special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  do  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  will,  give,  grant,  constitute  and  ordain,  that  there  shall 
be  from  henceforth  for  ever,  a  body  politic,  consisting  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  said  Queen  s  College,  in  New-Jersey.  And  for  the  more  full 
and  more  perfect  erection  of  the  said  corporation  and  body  politic,  con- 
sisting of  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  in  New- Jersey,  We  do  of  our 
special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  by  these  presents, 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  create,  ordain,  constitute,  nominate  and 
appoint,  the  Governor  or  Commander-in-chief,  the  President  of  the 
Council,  our  Chief  Justice,  and  our  Attorney  General  of  said  colony, 
for  the  time  being  ;  Sir  William  Johnson,  Baronet,  and  Johannes  Hen- 
ricus  Goetschius,  Johannes  Leydt,  David  Maurinus,  Martinus  Van 
Harlino-en,  Jacob  R.  Harden  bergh,  and  William  Jackson,  of  our  said 
colony  of  New-Jersey  ;  Samuel  Verbryk,  Barent  Vrooman,  Maurice 
Goetschius,  Eilardus  Weslerlo,  John  Schuneman,  of  our  Province  of 
New-York  ;  and  Philip  Wyberg  and  Jonathan  Dubois,  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania  ;  Hendrick  Fisher,  Peter  Zabriskie,  Peter  Hasenclever, 
Peter  Schenk,  Tunis  Dey,  Philip  French,  John  Covenhoven,  Henricus 
Kuyper,  of  our  colony  of  New- Jersey,  Esqrs.,  and  Simon  Johnson,  Phi- 
lip Livingston,  Johannes  Hardenbergh,  Abram  Hasbrouck,  Theodorus 
Van  Wyck,  Abraham  Lott,  Robert  Livingston,  Levi  Pauling,  John 
Brinckerhoff,  Nicholas  Stilwill,  Martinus  Hoffman,  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyck, 
John  Harino-,  Isaac  Vrooman,  Barnardus  Ryder,  of  our  Province  of 
New-York,  E^qis,,  Trustees  of  our  said  Queen  s  College,  in  New-Jersey  ; 
and  that  the  said  Trustees  do,  at  their  first  meeting,  after  the  receipt  of 
these  presents,  and  before  they  proceed  to  any  business,  take  the  oaths 
appointed  to  be  taken  by  an  act  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  reign, 
entitled,  '•  An  Act  for  altering  the  oaths  of  abjuration  and  assurance, 
and  for  amending  so  much  of  an  act  of  the  seventh  year  of  her  late 
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Majesty  Queen  Anne,  entitled,  for  the  improvement  of  the  union  of  the 
two  kinirdoms,  as  after  the  time  therein  hmited,  requires  the  delivery  of 
certain  lists  and  copies  therein  mentioned  to  persons  indicted  of  high 
treason,  or  misprision  of  treason;"    as  also,  that  they  make  and  sub- 
scribe the  declaration  mentioned  in  an  act  of  Parliament,  made  in  the 
twenty-fifth   year  of  the  reign   of  King  Charles  the  Second,  entitled, 
"  An  x\ct  for  preventing  dangers  which  may  happen  from  Popish  recu- 
sants;"   and  likewise  take  an  oath  for  faithfully  executing  the  office  or 
trust  reposed  in  them  ;  which  said  oaths  shall  be  administered  to  them 
by   any   one  of  our  Justices  of   the  Supreme  Court,  or  Judges  of  the 
Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas   of    this  our  colony  of  New-Jersey. 
And  when,  and  as  often  as  any  new  member  or  officer  shall  be  elected 
or  chosen  hereafter,  pursuant  to  this  our  charter,  he  or  they  so  elected 
or  chosen,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  aforementioned  oaths  and  decla- 
rations in  the  manner  above  directed,  befoie  his  admission  into  his  trust 
or  office.     And  we  do  will  and  direct,  that  the  first  meeting  of  the  said 
Trustees  shall  be  at  or  near  the  Court  House  in  New-Barbadoes,  in  the 
county  of  Bergen,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in   May  next,  but  all  other 
meetings  hereafter  to  be  held,  shall  be  at  such  times  and  places  in  our 
said   colony,  as   the   majority  of  the  Trustees  from  time  to  time   shall 
think  proper.     And  we  do  will  and  direct  that  no  meeting  of  the  Trus- 
tees, succeeding  the  first  already  fixed,  shall  be  valid,  or  legal,  for  do- 
ing any  business  whatsoever,  unless  pubfic  notice  of  such  meeting  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  Gazette,  or  other  public  papers  printed  in  New- 
York,   at  least  three  weeks  before  the  day  of  meeting,  signed  by  the 
President  or  person  officiating  as  clerk  to  the   Trustees,  for  the  time 
being ;   or  unless  the   time  and  place  shall  be  fixed  by  the  majority  of 
the  Trustees,  at  their  last  meeting,  and  notice  thereof  given  as   be- 
fore directed. 

And  we  further  will  and  grant,  that  the  said  Trustees,  or  any  twelve, 
or  greater  number,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  elect  by  bal- 
lot, and  not  otherwise,  any  number  of  persons  or  Trustees,  at  any,  and 
upon  any  vacanc}^  so  that  the  whole  number  of  Trustees  do  not  exceed 
forty-one,  and  that  not  above  one  third  of  the  said  number  at  any  time 
be  of  those  ordained  ministers  of  the  gospel ;  and  that  at  their  first  and 
every  meeting,  the  Governor  of  our  colony  for  the  time  being  shall  be 
President  of  the  Trustees,  and  in  his  absence,  the  President  of  pur 
Council,  and  in  his  absence,  our  Chief  Justice,  and  in  his  absence,  our 
Attorney  General,  each  for  the  time  being  ;  and  in  case  of  their  ab- 
sence, we  will,  and  order,  that  the  Trustees  present  shall  elect  and  choose 
one  from  among  themselves,  who  shall  be  President  of  the  Trustees  at 
that  meeting ;  which  said  President  herein  before  appointed,  or  so 
chosen,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  be  Piesident  of  the 
Trustees  at  the  said  meeting  ;  to  regulable  their  proceedings,  take  in  suf- 
frages, and  have,  over  and  above  his  vote  as  a  Trustee,  a  casting  vote, 
when  the  votes  of  the  Trustees  are  equal.  And  we  further  of  our  spe- 
cial grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  will,  give,  grant,  and  appoint,  that  the  said  Trustees  and 
their  successors  shall  for  ever  hereafter  be  in  deed,  fact,  and  name,  a 
body  corporate  and  politic,  and  that  they,  the  said  body  coiporate  and 
politic,  shall  be  known  and  distinguished  in  all  deeds,  grants,  bargains, 
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sales,  writings,  evidences,  moniments,  or  otherwise  however,  find  in  all 
courts  for  ever  hereafter,  shall  and  may  sue,  and  be  sued,  plead,  and  be 
impleaded,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  Collerie  in  New- 
Jersey  ;  and  that  the  said  corporation  by  the  name  aforesaid,  shall  be 
able,  and  in  law  capable,  for  the  use  of  the  said  College,  to  have,  get, 
acquire,  purchase,  receive  and  possess,  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, jurisdictions,  and  franchises,  for  themselves  and  their  successors, 
in  fee  simple  or  otherwise  howsoever;  and  to  purchase,  receive,  or 
build  any  house,  or  houses,  or  any  other  buildings,  as  they  shall  think 
needful  and  convenient,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Queen's  College  ;  and  in 
such  place  or  places  in  this  our  colony  of  New-Jersey,  as  they  the  said 
Trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  met  as  aforesaid,  shall  agree  upon; 
and  also  to  receive  any  goods  and  chattels,  lands  or  tenements,  for  the 
use  aforesaid ;  and  also  to  have,  accept,  and  receive  any  rents,  profits, 
annuities,  gifts,  legacies,  donations,  and  bequests,  of  any  kind  whatso- 
ever, for  the  use  aforesaid  :  Nevertheless,  that  the  yearly  clear  value  of 
the  premises  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  sterling; 
and  therewith  or  otherwise  to  support  and  pay  (as  the  said  Trustees  and 
their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  which  regularly  convene 
for  that  purpose,  shall  agree  and  see  cause)  the  President,  professors, 
tutors,  and  other  officers  or  ministers  of  the  said  Queen's  College,  their 
respective  annual  salaries  or  allowances,  and  all  such  other  necessary 
and  contingent  charges,  as  from  time  to  time  shall  arise  and  accrue  re- 
lating to  the  said  Queens  College.  And  also  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  let, 
or  asliwn,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods  or  chattels,  and  con- 
tract, or  do  all  other  things  whatsoever  by  the  name  aforesaid,  and  for 
the  use  aforesaid,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  any  natural  person,  or  other  body  politic  or  corporation,  is 
able  to  do  by  the  laws  of  our  realm  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  our  said 
province  of  New-Jersey.  And  of  our  further  grace,  certain  knowledge, 
and  mere  motion,  to  the  intent  that  our  said  corporation  and  body  pol- 
itic may  answer  the  end  of  their  erection  and  constitution,  and  may 
have  perpetual  succession,  and  continuance  for  ever,  We  do  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  hereby  will,  give,  and  grant,  unto  the  said  Trus- 
tees of  Queens  College,  in  New-Jersey,  and  to  their  successors  for  ever, 
that  when  any  twelve  of  the  said  Trustees  for  the  time  being  are  con- 
vened and  met  together  as  aforesaid,  for  the  service  of  the  said  College, 
they  Bh;ill  be  capable  to  act  as  fully  and  amply  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  if  all  the  Trustees  of  the  said  College  were  personally  present ; 
and  all  matters  whatsoever,  under  the  care  of  the  Trustees,  shall  be  de- 
termined by  the  majority  of  those  twelve,  or  any  greater  number  so  con- 
vened and  met  together,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  the  same  had  been 
concluded  by  the  plurality  of  votes  of  the  whole  number  of  Trustees  met 
and  assembled.  And  we"  do  hereby  give  and  grant  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  any  five  or  more  of  the  said  Trustees,  to  call  meetings  of  the 
said  Trustees,  from  time  to  time,  and  to  order  notice  to  be  given  to  the 
said  Trustees,  of  the  time  and  places  of  meetings  for  the  service  afore- 
said, as  herein  before  is  directed. 

And  also,  we  do  hereby  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  will,  give 
and  grant  unto  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  in  New-Jersey,  and 
their  successors  for  ever,  that  the  said  Trustees,  from  time  to  time,  and 
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for  ever  hereafter,  do  elect,  nominate,  and  appoint  sucli  a  qualified  per- 
son, being  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  aforesaid,  as  tliey 
or  the  major  part  of  any  twelve  of  them,  convened  for  that  purpose  as 
above  directed,  shall  think  fit,  to  be  the  President  of  the  said  College ; 
and  to  have  the  immediate  care  of  the  education  and  government  of 
such  students  as  shall  be  sent  and  admitted  into  the  said  College  for 
education  and  instruction  ;  and  shall  and  may,  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  majority  of  the  said  Trustees  as  aforesaid,  confer  all  such  hono- 
rary degrees  as  usually  are  granted  and  conferred  in  any  of  our  Col- 
leges in  any  of  our  colonies  in  America. 

And  also,  that  the  said  Trustees  do  elect,  nominate  and  appoint  a 
Professor  in  Divinity  who  shall  and  may  read  lectures  in  theology, 
instruct  the  students  in  the  science  of  divine  truths  and  the  knowledge 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  who  also  may  be  President  of  the  College,  or 
not,  as  the  Trustees  shall  see  meet  and  convenient;  and  also  such  a 
number  of  other  Professors  and  tutors,  to  assist  the  President  of  the  said 
College  in  the  education  and  government  of  the  students  belonging  to 
it,  as  they,  the  said  Trustees,  or  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  which  shall  convene  for  that  purpose,  as  above  directed,  shall 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  any  time  hereafter,  think  necessaiy  for  the 
advantage  and  well-being  of  the  said  College.  Provided  always,  and 
it  is  hereby  declared  and  expressly  enjoined,  that  there  shall  always  be, 
residing  at  or  near  said  College,  at  least  one  Professor  or  teacher  well 
versed  in  the  English  language,  elected,  nominated,  maintained  and 
supported  by  the  said  corporation,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 
hereafter,  grammatically  to  instruct  the  students  of  the  said  College  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  English  language.  Provided  also,  that  all  min- 
utes of  the  meetings  and  transactions  of  the  Trustees,  and  all  rules, 
orders  and  regulations  relating  to  the  government  of  the  said  College, 
and  all  accounts  relating  to  the  receipts  and  payments  of  money,  shall 
be  in  the  English  language,  and  no  other. 

And  we  do  hereby  further  give  and  grant  to  the  said  Trustees  and 
their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  any  twelve  of  them,  convened  for 
that  purpose  as  above  directed,  full  power  and  authority,  at  any  time 
to  displace  and  discharge  from  the  service  of  the  said  Queen's  College 
such  President,  Professor  of  Divinity,  Professors  and  tutors,  and  to 
elect  others  in  their  room  and  stead.  And  also,  that  the  said  Trustees 
or  their  successors  as  above  directed,  do,  from  time  to  time  as  occasion 
shall  require,  elect,  constitute  and  appoint  a  Treasurer,  (which  Treas- 
urer shall  give  security  to  the  Trustees  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  office,  for  such  sum  and  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Trustees  shall 
see  fit  to  rrquire,)  a  Clerk  and  Steward  for  the  said  College,  and  shall 
likewise  appoint  to  them,  and  each  of  them,  their  respective  business 
and  trusts,  and  displace  and  discharge  from  the  service  of  said  College 
such  Treasurer,  Clerk  or  Steward,  and  elect  others  in  their  room  and 
stead  ;  which  President,  Professor  of  Divinity,  tutors.  Professors,  Treas- 
urer, Clerk  and  Steward,  so  elected  and  appointed.  We  do  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  by  these  presents  constitute  and  establish  in  their 
several  offices,  and  do  give  them  and  every  of  them  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  exercise  the  same  in  the  said  Queens  College,  in  New-Jersey, 
according  to  the  direction  and  during  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Trustees, 
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as  fully  and  freely  as  any  other  the  like  officers  in  any  of  our  Colleges 
in  our  realm  of  Great  Britain,  lawfully  may  or  ought  to  do.  And  also, 
that  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors,  in  the  manner  above  di- 
rected, as  often  as  the  place  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  Trustees 
shall  become  vacant  by  the  death,  removal,  or  immoral  conduct  of  any 
one  of  the  members,  (which  conduct  shall  be  determined  by  the  Trus- 
tees, or  the  majority  of  them,)  shall  and  may  elect  and  appoint,  in  the 
manner  before  directed,  such  other  Trustee  or  Trustees,  to  supply  the 
place  of  him  or  them  so  dying,  or  otherwise  becoming  unfit  or  incapa- 
ble to  serve  the  said  College ;  and  every  Trustee  so  elected  and  ap- 
pointed, shall,  by  virtue  of  these  presents  and  of  such  election  and 
appointment,  be  vested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  which  any 
of  the  other  Trustees  of  the  said  College  are  hereby  invested  with. 
And  we  do  further  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere 
motion,  will,  give  and  grant,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  do  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  Trustees  of  the  said  Queen's 
College,  in  New- Jersey,  that  they  and  their  successors,  convened  for 
that  purpose  as  above  directed,  may  make,  and  they  are  hereby  fully 
empowered,  from  time  to  time,  freely  and  fully  to  make  and  establish 
such  ordinances,  orders  and  laws,  as  may  tend  to  the  good  wholesome 
government  of  the  said  College,  and  all  the  students  and  the  several 
officers  and  ministers  thereof,  and  to  the  public  benefit  of  the  same,  not 
repugnant  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  our  realm  of  Great  Britain,  or  of 
this,  our  province  of  New-Jersey :  and  such  ordinances,  orders  and 
laws  which  shall  be  so  made  as  aforesaid,  we  do  by  these  presents,  for 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  ratify,  allow  and  confirm,  as  good  and  ef- 
fectual to  oblige  and  bind  all  the  said  students,  and  several  officers  and 
ministers  of  the  said  Queens  College;  and  we  do  hereby  authorize  and 
empower  the  said  Trustees  of  the  said  College,  and  the  President,  Pro- 
fessor of  Divinity,  Professors  and  tutors  by  them  elected  and  appointed, 
to  put  such  laws  and  ordinances  in  execution,  to  all  proper  intents  and 
purposes. 

And  we  do  further  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  give 
and  grant  unto  the  said  Trustees  of  Queen  s  College,  in  New-Jersey,  and 
to  their  successors,  that  tliey  shall  have  a  common  seal  under  which  they 
may  pass  diplomas,  and  certificates  of  advancement  in  literature  and  the 
science  of  theology,  as  aforesaid.  And  that  the  said  Trustees  of  said 
College,  by  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance,  leases,  or  other  legal  instru- 
ments, duly  executed  under  the  hands  of  seven  of  the  Trustees  at  any 
public  meeting,  convened  as  herein  before  directed,  and  with  the  seal 
of  the  corporation  affixed  thereto,  may  pass  the  estate  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, in  lands  or  tenements,  in  fee  or  for  years,  to  any  person 
or  persons ;  and  the  same  deeds  or  leases  shall  pass  the  estate  thereby 
intended  to  be  granted  or  leased,  to  all  intents  and  purposes ;  and  to 
notify  all  the  necessai-y  affairs  and  business  of  and  concerning  the  said 
corporation,  or  of  and  concerning  the  said  QueerCs  College,  in  New- 
Jersey  ;  which  common  seal  shall  be  engraved  in  such  form  and  with 
such  inscription  as  shall  be  devised  by  the  said  Trustees  of  the  said 
College,  or  the  majority,  convened  as  above  directed ;  and  shall  have  a 
book  or  books  of  entry,  for  the  use  of  the  Trustees,  to  be  in  such  cus- 
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tody,  ■with  all  other  writings,  as  they  shall  appoint.  And  we  do  fur- 
ther for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  said 
Trustees  of  Queen  s  College,  in  New-Jersey,  and  their  successors,  or 
any  twelve  of  them,  as  above  said,  full  power  and  authority,  from  time 
to  time,  to  nominate  and  appoint  all  other  inferior  officers  and  ministers 
which  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  College,  not  herein 
particularly  named  or  mentioned ;  which  officers  or  ministers  we  do 
hereby  empower  to  execute  their  offices  or  trusts,  as  fully  and  freely  as 
any  other  the  like  officers  and  ministers  in  any  of  our  Colleges,  in  our 
realm  of  Great  Britain,  lawfully  may  or  ought  to  do.  And  lastly,  our 
express  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  Col- 
lege, in  New-Jersey,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  that  these,  our  let- 
ters patent,  or  the  enrolment  thereof,  shall  be  good  and  effectual  in 
law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  against  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
without  any  other  license,  grant  or  confirmation  from  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  hereafter  by  the  said  Trustees  to  be  had  and  obtained. 
Notwithstanding  the  not  reciting  or  misreciting,  or  not  naming  or  mis- 
naming of  the  aforesaid  officers,  franchises,  privileges,  immunities,  or 
other  the  premises,  or  any  of  them,  and  notwithstanding  a  writ  of  Ad 
Quod  Damnum  hath  not  issued  forth  to  inquire  of  the  premises,  or  any 
of  them,  before  the  ensealing  hereof,  any  statute,  act,  ordinance,  pro- 
vision, or  any  other  matter  or  thing  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding  : 
To  have,  hold  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  privileges,  advantages, 
liberties,  immunities,  and  all  other  the  premises  herein  or  hereby  granted 
and  given,  or  which  are  meant,  mentioned,  or  intended  to  be  herein  and 
hereby  granted,  unto  them,  the  said  Trustees  of  the  said  Queen's  Col- 
lege, in  New-Jersey,  and  to  their  successors  for  ever.  In  testimony 
whereof  we  have  caused  these,  our  letters,  to  be  made  patent,  and  the 
great  seal  of  our  said  province  of  NeAv-Jersey  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Witness,  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  William  Franklin,  Esquire, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  of  our  said  province  of  New-Jersey, 
this  twentieth  day  of  March,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign,  Anno  Dom- 
ini one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy. 
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an  %ci 


RELATIVE  JO  QUEEN'S  COLLEGE. 

PASSED    MAY    31ST,    1799. 


I  Whereas  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  late  Governor  of  the  then  prov- 
ince of  New-Jersey,  by  his  charter,  bearing  date  the  twentieth  day  of 
March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty did  establish  a  College,  by  the  name  of  Queen's  College,  m  the 
said 'province  ;  and  whereas,  the  Trustees  of  said  College  have,  by  their 
petition  prayed  that  the  said  charter,  with  certam  alterations  and 
amendments,  may  be  confirmed ;  Therefore,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Coun- 
cil and  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  and  it  is  herehj  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  as  by  law  pre- 
scribed, be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  oaths  required  by  the  said 
charter. 

II  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  notice  for  the  meetings  of  the 
Trustees'  of  the  said  College  be  given  in  any  newspaper  published  in 
the  State  of  New-Jersey  or  of  New-York,  instead  of  New-York  only. 

III  And  be  it  enacted.  That  such  parts  of  the  said  charter  as 
restrict  those  ordained  ministers  of  the  gospel,  at  any  time  elected  Trus- 
tees  not  to  exceed  one  third  of  the  whole,  and  as  direct  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  colony  for  the  time  being,  and  in  his  absence,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  and  in  his  absence,  the  Chief  Justice,  and  in  his 
absence  the  Attorney  General,  shall  be  the  President  of  the  Trustees, 
'at  their 'first  and  every  meeting,  be,  and  are  hereby  revoked  and  an- 
nulled •  and  that  the  Governor  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  shall, 
when  attending,  be  President  of  the  said  Trustees  at  their  meetings. 

IV  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  powers  of  granting  degrees, 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  said  College,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  majority  of  the  said  Trustees,  established  as  a  quorum  in  the  said 
charter  be,  and  they  hereby  are  extended  to  the  conferring  of  any 
degrees'  granted  by  any  other  College  or  University. 

V  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  charter,  with  the  before- 
mentioned  alterations  and  amendments,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is 
ratified  and  confirmed. 

VI  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  Act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  al- 
ter amend  and  confirm  the  charter  of  Queen's  College,  in  New-Jesey," 
nas'sed  the  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  seven 
himdred  and  eighty-one,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
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A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT 


ENTITLED, 


"  An  Act  Relative  to  Queen's  College." 


Passed  November  30,  1825. 


Whereas  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  in  New-Jersey,  have  repre- 
sented to  the  Legislature,  that  certain  amendments  to  their  charter 
would  be  conducive  to  their  convenience  ;  and,  moreover,  requesting 
that  the  name  by  vrhich  said  institution  is  known  may  be  changed : 
Therefore, 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  this 
State,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the 
Trustees  of  said  College  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  hold 
their  annual  commencement  for  the  institution  over  which  they  preside, 
on  such  day  and  at  such  time  as  they  may  think  proper  to  appoint 
for  that  purpose,  anything  in  their  charter  of  incorporation  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  Trustees  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by authorized  to  meet  for  the  transaction  of  any  business,  eithei-  upon 
adjournment  or  otherwise,  upon  such  day  and  at  such  time  or  times  as 
they  may  appoint,  without  the  necessity  of  advertising  such  meeting 
in  any  public  newspaper,  as  heretofore,  any  provision  in  their  charter 
of  incorporation  contained,  or  of  any  supplement  or  amendment  thereto, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  name  of  "  Queen's  College,"  in  their 
charter  of  incorporation  contained,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  changed 
to  that  of  "  Rutgers  College  ;"  and  that  the  said  corporation  shall,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  known  and  designated  by  the  name 
and  style  of  "  The  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  in  New-Jersey  :"  Pro- 
vided nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  affect  or  in  any  wise  impair  any  contract,  specialty,  deed,  mortgage, 
or  other  instrument  of  writing  heretofore  made,  had,  or  given  to,  by, 
or  from  the  said  "  Trustees  of  Queen's  College  in  New- Jersey." 
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Mb  nnii  l^ornbings 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
ON  Wednesday,  the  Fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one.  The  Session 
continued  from  the  Fourth  to  the  Twelfth  day'  of  Juke 
inclusive. 


[F@[^D^/^irO@[i^   @[F  ,©V[M@©. 


ARTICLE  I. 

opening    of    synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Jeremiali  Searle, 
the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  who  preached  a  sermon  on 
the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  1  Timothy  vi.'  11 :  "Bid 
thou,  0  man  of  God,  flee  these  things  ;  and  folloio  after  righteousness, 
godliness,  faith,  love,  patience,  meekness." 

ARTICLE  IT. 

MEMBERS     PRESENT. 
FROM    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF    NEW-TORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  JYeio-YorL—Rev.  Talbot  W.  Chambers, 
John  Simonson,^  Abraham  R.  Van  Nest.  ^/(?e»-s— Abraham  Van 
Nest,^  John  S.  Woodward,  and  William  Mandeville. 

1  Succeeded  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session  by  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Yermilye,D.D. 

2  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
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2.  From  the  South  Classis  of  Neiv-YorTc. — Rev.  Coraelius  D. 
Westbrook,  D.D.,  Frederick  F.  Cornell,  John  M.  Macauley.*  Elde.rs — 
William  B.  Crosby,  Peter  Y.  Cutler.* 

• 

3.  Ftom  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. — Rev.  David  D.  Demarest, 
John  H.  Manning,  Goyn  Talmage.  Elders — Jeremiah  Whitenack,* 
David  Bissett.* 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. — Rev.  Paul  D.  Van  Cleef,  William 
V.  V.  Mabon,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.D.'  Elders — Sebastian  Dun- 
can, J.  Dunn  Littell.f 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. — Rev.  John  H.  Duryea,  Charles 
•  S.   Hageman,    Ebenezer  Wiggins. J      Elders  —  Ira   Ryerson,^   D.  D. 

Smith.§ 

6.  From  the  South  Classis  of  Long  Island. — Rev.  Richard  D.  Van 
Kleek,'*  Anthony  Elmendorf,  James  R.  Talmage.  Elders — James 
Myers,  Adrian  Bergen. 

7.  From  the  North  Classis  of  Long  Island. — Rev.  Elbert  S.  Porter, 
Thomas  C.  Strong,  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  D.  D.  Elders — Theodorus 
Snediker,  Benjamin  R.  Hoagland,'^  and  William  Ferris. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughlceepsie. — Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten, 
William  H.  Ten  Eyck,  Alexander  M.  Mann.  Elders — William  Brett, 
John  M.  Keese,  Isaac  Roosevelt. '^''' 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. — Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Van  Ars- 
dale,  D.D.,  Henry  G.  Livingston,  Theodore  B.  Romeyn.  Elders — 
Martin  Nevius,  Andrew  Wight.* 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Passaic. — Rev.  John  A.  Staats,*  Horace 
Doolittle,  John  C.  Cruikshank.     Elder — Jeremiah  Ryerson.*' 


*  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session, 
f  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
:}:  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
§  Took  his  seat  on  the  seventli  day  of  the  session. 

1  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

2  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

3  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 

4  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

5  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
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11.  From  the  Classis  of  Illinois. — 

12.  Frotn  the  Classis  of  Hudson.— Yiev.  John  S.  Himrod,  John  G, 
Johnson,  Ira  C.  Boice.  Flders — Stephen  Rossman,  Jonas  R.  Dela- 
mater.' 

FEOM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD  OF  ALBANY, 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany.— Uev.  Duncan  Kennedy,  D.D.,t 
Ralph  Willis,  John  A.  Lansing.  ^/^cr«— Thomas  McElroy,  John 
McCarty,  John  I.  Slingerland. 

2.  Fro?7i  the  Classis  of  Ulster. ^-Uov.  Jacob  X.  Voorhees,  Henry 
W.  Smaller.     Flders—LvLiher  LafiVin,^  Elijah  Alliger,  C.  Broadhead.' 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Eensselaer.—Rev.  Edward  P.Stirason,  Ben- 
jamin Van  Zandt,*  '  Elbert  Nevius.'''     Flder—^veri  0.  Lansing.'" 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washinffton.—'Rev.  Hiram  Slauson,  Henry 
Morris.g     Flder— A.hvn\\am  Marshall.' 

5.  From  the   Classis  of  Montgomery .—K^y .  Douw  Van  Olinda,' 

A.  H.  Myers,  J.  L.  Starks.*     jS'Wer— John  Veeder. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie.— Uev.  Eben  S.  Hammond,'  Jacob 
West,  Ransford  Wells. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady.— Uev.  Abraham  J.  Swits,  A. 

B.  Chittenden,  Woodbridge  L.  James.*     Flders— Casper  Ham,  Aaron 
Putnam.*' 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. — Rev.  Benjamin  Bassler,-*  J.  Dubois, 


*  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session, 
f  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  tlic  session. 
X  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
§  Took  his  seat  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

1  Succeeded  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session  by  Rev.  John  M.  Van  Buren,  the 
Primarius. 

2  Succeeded  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session  by  Rev.  Cyril  Spaulding. 
?,  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 

4  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

5  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session, 
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9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. — Tlev,  George  P.  Van  Wyck/ 
Robert  P.  Lee,f  James  B.  Ten  Eyck.J     Ulder — Ephraim  Smith. 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene. — Rev.  Jeremiah  Searle,  S.  M.  Wood- 
bridge.     Flder — L.  Preston. 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Michigan. — Rev.   Andrew  B.  Taylor. f  ^ 

12.  From    the    Classis  of  WatervUet. — Rev.   George  McCartney 
John  J.  Quick,  Oscar  H.  Gregory.*     Elders — Samuel  Crawford,  Jacob 
T.  Lansing. 

ARTICLE  III. 

MODERATORS. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  M,  Mann  was  chosen  President  ;  the  Rev. 
Ransford  Wells,  Adsessor  ;  and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Thomas  C.  Strong 
and  Ralph  Willis,  Clerks  pro  tern. 

4 

ARTICLE  IV. 

READING    OF   THE    MINUTES. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  Session  of  the  General  Synod 
were  read. 


*  Took  bis  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
I  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
\  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

1  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

2  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  eeission. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

ORDEKS      AND      RULES. 

These  were  read. 

ARTICLE  II. 

STANDING      COMMITTEES. 

The  following  were  appointed : — 

On  the  Professorate. — Rev.  Talbot  W,  Chambers,  Jacob  Schoon- 
maker,  and  Ransford  Wells  ;  and  the  Elders,  William  B.  Crosby, 
James  Myers,  and  Abraham  Van  Nest. 

On  Synodical  Minutes. — Rev.  Frederick  F.  Cornell,  Edward  P. 
Stimson,  and  Samuel  Van  Vechten ;  and  the  Elders,  John  M.  Keese 
and  Sebastian  Duncan. 

On  Missions. — Rev.  Elbert  S.  Porter,  John  H.  Duryea,  and  Charles 
S.  Hageman ;  and  the  Elders,  Abraham  Van  Nest  and  Thomas  Mc- 
Elroy. 

On  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  David  D.  Demarest,  John  S.  Himrod 
and  Hiram  Slauson ;  and  the  Elders,  William  Mandeville  and  Ephraim 
Smith. 

On  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. — Rev.  Abraham  H.  Myers, 
Henry  W.  Smaller  and  Alanson  B.  Chittenden  ;  and  the  Elders,  John 
S.  Woodward  and  Elijah  AUiger. 

On  Accounts. — Rev.  James  R.  Talraage,  Jacob  West  and  Abraham 
J.  Swits ;  and  the  Elders,  William  Brett  and  Martin  Nevius. 

On  Correspondence. — Rev.  Ira  C.  Boice,  WiUiam  H.  Ten  Eyck,  and 
Benjamin  Bassler ;  and  the  Elders,  Theodore  Snediker  and  Samuel 
Crawford. 

On  Education. — Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  Anthony  Elmen- 
dorf,  and  George  P.  Van  Wyck ;  and  the  Elders,  Ira  Ryerson  and 
William  Ferris. 
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On  ^^ominations.-Rev.  Richard  D.  Van  Kleek,  John  C.  Cmk- 
shank,  and  Eben  S.  Hammond  ;  and  the  Elders,  Benjamin  R.  Hoagland 
and  Abraham  Marshall. 

On  the  Widoivs'  Fund.—Uev.  Douw  Van  Olinda,  Henry  G.  Living- 
ston, and  John  G.  Johnson ;  and  the  Elders,  David  Bissett  and  Luthev 

Lafflin. 

ARTICLE  III. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  following  Report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superintendents 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Professorate  : — 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  beg 
leave  to  report:  That  they  met  in  stated  session  in  the  Theological 
Hall,  at  New-Brunswick,  on  Tuesday,  the   16th   day  of  July,  A.D. 

1850,  at  11  o'clock  A.M.  t  ,     tt         -n  t^ 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev. 
R.  0.  Currie. 

The  following  members  were  present : 

Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,  Rev.  John  S   Himrod, 
"     William  Reiley,  "     Staats  \  an  Santvoort, 

"     Alexander  H.  Warner,  "     John  B.  Steele, 

"     John  L.  Janeway,  "     Jacob  West, 

«'     Nicholas  E.  Smith,  "     Cornelius  S.  \  an  Santvoort, 

"     BrogunHoff,  "     John  H.  Pitcher, 

"     Gabriel  Ludlow,  "     John  T.  Demarest, 

"     John  H.  Duryea,  "     Robert  0.  Cume, 

«»     William  Pitcher,  "     James  Abell, 

Rev.  Benjamin  Van  Zandt. 

The  Classes  of  South  New-York,  Illinois,  Montgomery,  Greene, 
and  Michigan  were  not  represented  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  was  organized  by  the  election  of  Rev.  John  Knox,  U.U., 
as  President,  and  the  Rev.  Alexander  H.  Warner  as  Cleric  pro  tern 

From  the  report  of  the  Theological  Faculty,  it  appears  that  the 
following  named  young  gentlemen  have  attended  on  the  studies  of  the 
Institution  during  the  past  year  : 

1.   Of  the  Senior  Class. 

J.  Romeyn  Berry,  Henry  Dayter,  Anson  Dubois, 

James  Lente,  Benjamin  Lippincott,  Samuel  Lockwood, 

J  Paschal  Strong,         Wesley  Taylor,  Henry  A  oorhis. 
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2.   Of  the  Middle  Class. 

Henry  K.  How,  James  E.  Bernart,      John  X.  Jansen, 

Adam  Van  ^'ranken,        George  Rockwell,        Lawrence  L.  Comfort, 
Peter  Elniendorf,  James  B.  Wilson,        G.  H.  Mandeville, 

William  D.  Buckelew,      George  Furbeck,        Joseph  Scudder, 
Charles  Scott,         Calvin  Case. 

3.   Of  tJie  Junior   Class. 

John  Gaston,  Joseph  A.  Collier,  Robert  D.  Julian, 

A.  P.  Van  Giesen,         Isaac  M.  See. 

Mr.  Samuel  Scudder,  who  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
returned  to  the  Seminary,  has  been  taken  away  from  his  preparation 
for  the  service  of  the  earthly  temple  to  the  service  of  the  temple  above. 

One  young  gentleman,  who  has  twice  attempted  the  studies  of  the 
Junior  Class,  has  entirely  withdrawn  from  the  Institution  ;  and  another 
young  gentleman  of  the  Junior  Class  has  been  dismissed  for  unchristian 
deportment. 

The  Faculty  also  report  that  a  missionary  spirit  appears  to  be 
awakened  in  the  Seminary ;  and  they  speak  well  of  the  piety,  order, 
and.  diligence  of  the  students  in  all  their  studies. 

The  students  of  the  several  classes  were  examined  by  the  Professors 
on  the  various  studies  pursued  in  the  Institution,  The  Senior  Class 
was  also  examined  on  the  evidences  of  personal  piety,  and  their  views 
on  entering  the  ministry.  They  also  gave  specimens  of  sermonizing, 
and  the  delivery  of  sermons.  In  view  of  which  it  was  unanimously 
resolved,  that  the  examination  be  sustained,  and  that  the  members  of 
the  Senior  Class  be  recommended  to  the  Professors  for  the  usual 
certiBcates. 

The  annual  sermon  before  the  Board  was  preached  in  the  evenino-  of 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  by  the  Rev.  Gabriel  Ludlow ;  and  the 
address  to  the  students  was  delivered  at  the  close  of  the  examination, 
by  the  Rev.  Alexander  H.  Warner. 

The  seats  of  the  following  members  will  become  vacant  at  the  time 
of  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  viz. : 

Rev,  John  L.  Janeway,  of  the  Classis  of  Passaic. 
"     John  B.  Steele,  of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. 
"     Staats  Van  Santvoort,  of  the  Classis  of  Albany. 
"     Gabriel  Ludlow,  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 
"     Joseph  KnieskeiTi,  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 
. "     William  Pitcher,  of  the  Classis  of  Watervliet. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  is  also  a  vacancy  in  the  South  Classis 
of  New- York ;  while  the  Classes  of  Michigan  and  Illinois  have  no 
members. 

The  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  has  represented  to  this  Board 
the  wants  of  the  Seminary  in  reference  to  exegetical  books,  and  other 
conveniences  for  the  comfort  of  the  students  in  the  lecture-room  ;  in 
relation  to  which  the  Board  have  taken  the  follow^ing  action : 

Resolved,  That  this  whole  matter  be  brought  up  to  the  view  of  the 
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General  Synod  at  their  next  meeting,  and  that  Synod  be  earnestly 
requested  to  supply  the  deficiencies  complained  of,  and  order  an  appro- 
priation to  the  amouut  of  four  hundred  dollars  for  this  purpose. 
^  In  conclusion,  the  Board  would  congratulate  the  General  Synod  on 
the  prosperous  state  of  this  her  fondly  cherished  Institution.  With 
the  exception  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Scudder,  the  Lord  has  in  a  good 
deo-ree  preserved  the  health  of  both  Professors  and  students  Th.* 
students  have  exhibited  evidences  of  talent,  application  to  study,  of 
Sy  and  ability  to  preach  the  Word  of  Life.  They  give  reason  o 
Ce'that  the  fumre  ministry  of  the  Church  will  be  able  and  efficient; 
they  exhibit  the  Institution  in  which  they  have  been  trained  as  worthy 
of  the  highest  confidence  of  the  Church,  and  encourage  us  to  trust  in 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  who  has  thus  far  helped  us,  for  still 

richer  blessings. 

All  of  which  IS  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  KNOX,  President  of  the  Board. 

A  true  copy. 

D.  D.  DEMAREST,  Stated  Clerk. 

New-Brunswick,  Oct.  1th,  1850. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Professors  Cannon 
and  Van  Vranken,  recommending  the  student  Joseph  Scudder  for  a 
dispensation,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 
A  communication  was  received  from  the  Consistory  of  the  church 
of  Yonkers,  in  relation  to  the  act  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  ^ew- 
York  setting  off  their  church  to  the  new  Classis  of  Westchester,  wnich 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Nicholas  J  Marselus, 
D  D  in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-1  ork, 
ia  relation  to  his  report  as  Deputatus  Synodi,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

A  communication  was  received  from  members  of  the  Classis  of 
Cayuaa,  in  relation  to  granting  a  dispensation  to  Mr.  Adrian  i^. 
Kasse°r,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick, 
recommending  an  individual  as  a  suitable  person  to -ceive  aid  from 
the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Professorate. 

A  reference  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  in 
relation  to  an  enlargement  of  the  Statistical  Tables,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  A.  C  Van  Raalte, 
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expressive  of  the  feelings  cherished  by  the  Chissis  of  Holland  towards 
the  General  Synod,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State 
of  Religion. 

_  Certain  papers  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Synod  by  Miss  Maria  Steb- 
bins  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial 
Business. 

Extracts  fi-om  the  Minutes  of  the  Consistories  of  the  churches  of 
Minisink  and  Deer  Park,  requesting  that  they  be  united  with  the 
Classis  of  Paramus,  were  received,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

BOARD      OF       CORPORATION. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation 
was  received,  accompanied  witli  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the  Annual 
Digest,  a  list  of  the  securities  held  by  the  Board,  a  list  of  the  endowed 
scholarships,  a  list  of  clerical  subscribers  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  and 
accounts  current  of  said  Board  with  the  Widows'  Fund  and  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  the  report  of  Peter  Spader,  Esq.,  Treasurer 
of  Rutgers  College,  in  relation  to  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox 
Funds  : — 

To  tlie  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Butch  Church  : 

The  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  report :  That  since  their  last 
appomtment  they  have  met  from  time  to  time,  as  the  interests  confided 
to  them  have  required,  and  that,  as  in  all  previous  years,  their  busi- 
ness has  been  transacted  with  entire  unanimity 

staL^n/^Zr'f'  Report,  herewith  submitted,  will  exhibit  fully  the 
state  of  the  funds  of  Synod.  The  investments  are  safely  secured  and 
the  interest  on  them  is  punctually  collected.  The  finances  of  the 
fcynod  are  upon  the  whole  in  a  satisfactory  condition 

ohliJpTf.^^'\'°"/f'°!i,'^  ^^''  "^"^''^  '^^'^^^'  *^^  ^^^-d  have  been 
obliged  to  submit,  for  the  present,  to  a  reduction  of  interest  from  seven 

S  noV ^''  ''^''^'  -^^  ''°''''°''  °''  ^  considerable  amount  of  the  funds  of 

ment''oJ^t  ^V'^f  P  ^f^^''?^  '^''  ^^^^^^Pt'^^^  towards  the  endow- 
ment  of  the  third  Professorship  in  our  Theological  Seminary  hive 
been  collected  during  the  year.  "ludr^y,  txci\Q 

An  address  was  transmitted  to  the  churches,  through  the  colimins 
of  the  C^n,^...^  Intelligencer  on  the  subject  of  the^as  eimenr?o 
liquidate  the  debt  of  the  Synod.  To  this  Appeal  on  the  parTof  the 
Synod,  the  churches  to  a  very  large  extenYhave  responded  wtl  a 
gratifying  promptness  and  liberahty  ;  and  although  the^hole  amount 


j3„  JtTNE,  1851. 

ele^plated  has  not  been  -«^ed  the  debt  ;--^X  "^t"?!:' tti 

rrc:rdi,^rrbr::t"?^;;*i"^o..  t^e  e.u„a3so,ent  ^ 

nK';:^'i't^S;io„  to  the  ..^bieot  jefe^ed  .  the.  in 

connection  witl;  the  Standmg  fT  "X^,^°"  '^:  f/Lm  tht  Board  of 
i„g  ;„,y  defect  in  the  deed  »f  *«  ^ol  ege  F»P  ^  connected  there- 
T?nstces  to  the  General  Synod   and  oil  e   do  ume  ^^_^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

^ith,  remedied.     A  copy  of  the  deed  was  p..ce  ^^^^^  ^^^^_^^_ 

The  result  has  been,  the  ^^^PX'1\'^:J^^^^  in  tl^e 

IT':";:'  itrc^lhrs'tuLntij'herewIth  presented  to  the 

s4Vd,  for  their  inspection  and  c'Jj^^f  [f^^^";.^^  ^^,^^  at  the  instance  of 

'A  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  m  ^l^^^^  ;^'''        i^.^a  from  the 

Pressor  M^cClelland,  when  a  commun.at  on  w^  -c^v e^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

Professor,  in  which  he  ^^^.^f  ^hat  he  was  abo       ^^^^^  ^^  ,^., 

^ith  a  view  to  the  ^-^"^^^^^^^  ^^J', S,  of  the  classes  in  his  depart- 
event,  he  had  pressed  forward  ^  «  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^.^  t^e  work  of  the  year, 
xnent,  and  had  virtmally  ^^comphs  ed  ^^th  them  .^^  ,  ^^^^ 

excepting  ..vision,,  '^\:\^!'illftrv^^^^^^  ;  Ld  requesting 

he  intended  to  resign  to  ^^^^  .^y"f ^.  ^'^ J,  ^he  anticipated  payment  of 
as  a  matter  of  great  convenience  11^^;.^^^^,  ,f  I,,  Synod  should 
the  balance  of  his  year  s  f^^'^^^ '  ^^'P^^^^  to  his  request,  he  would 

disapprove  the  action  of      e  Board  accedm  H^  ^^^^^  ^ 

indemnify  them  on  his  return  to  the  coumr  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

stances,  in  a  final  ^^^^Thl  Tife  h's  Tertlthe  Synod  with  distin- 
twenty  years  of  the  best  of  h  s  hfe  ^r^^'^^  ^J,,  l.eking  in  due 

guished  ability,  the  Board  felt  that  it  woui  ^^^^^  ,^^^^^^^.^^ 

fiberalltv  to  deny  the  request,     ihey  theieio 

to  make  the  payment  .    ggptember,  1850,  ap- 

Pursuant  to  th^^'^^nstructions  ^^^  Bo-^   hi      p  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^ 

pointed  a  -"-^^^  ^J/^^^^^.tte  •  "^  Ivery  congregation, 

in  the  cause,  as  agent  ^o  ,^^'^y,^'  \P  ^^  entitle  their  pastor  to  an 
the  payment  of  twenty  d^l^-^ -^^f/  ;  y^.^icable,  to  increase  the 
interest  in  the  Rehef  Fund,     and   as  1.     a.  1  ^^  ^^        ^p^. 

^i7tl^,^  'fr^bX:d  Ihlt  iU  health  has  delayed  his  en- 
'''^^a:::^:^t:^r:t:^^^^s  eleven  thousand  seven  hun- 

dred  and  fifty  dollars,  (Sll,'750.)  .       ^^        j.  ^.g. 

There  are  now  eigl^t  >ncumbcnts  on  ^t-  -^o  h^^^^^  ^^  ^^^,^  50.) 
eeived  nine  hundred  and  l-J^XoZerl^  mo  t  beneficent  provision 
..  li^/of  thlir,  r:fdt:Tnd  t  fathene.,  to  the  fostering  care 
°'  The^rler  of  endowed  scholarships  remains  as  stated  in  the  last 
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Abraham  Van  Nest,  Esq.,  the  President  of  the  Board,  and  William 
B.  Crosby,  Esq.,  are  appointed  to  furnish  the  Synod  any  additional 
information  that  may  be  called  for. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ABM.  VAX  NEST,  President. 

JOHN  KNOX,  '  Directors. 

THEO.  FRELINGHUYSEN,    ) 


Neic-Yorlc,  2d  June,  1851. 


W.  B.  CROSBY, 

JOHN  KNOX, 

THEO.  FRELIN 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 


So  much  of  the  above  report  and  accompanying  documents  as  relate 
to  the  Widows'  Fund,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows' 
Fund  ;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education ;  and  the  residue  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pro- 
fessorate. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


The  General  Synod  of  the   Reformed  Protestant   Dutch  Church,  in 
account  with  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer. 


June 


sIto   cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  James  S.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  .B  Professor 
51T0   cash  paiiue  j^^he  Theological  College,  due  1st  mst-.^.^.^.^^^^ 

-^:Snf:&^ontK^rStr?^i:Sa^eholar-! 

Ke.!'r«rr^;^:nify^^^t;av« 

gate  from  General  Synod  to  the  General  ius         i 
Preshvterian  Church,  held  at  Cmcinnati,  Ohio,. .  •  •  •  •  , 

the 'CX^;«'shiU  for  Stationery  a^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ral  Synod  at  their  session  held  at  Po'^f ^'"'^P;    '  „  ^^  pro-! 
Kev  Dr.  Alexander  McClelland,  one  quarter  s  salary 

fessor  in  the  Theological  College  due  1st  «l?t., . .  •  •  • 
Isaac  Young,  one  year's  salary  as  Treasurer  of  Gene  __^^_^      , 

ral  Synod,  due  10th  inst., ,••■•■;,■ '*i50  00 

and  tY>r  management  of  the  Widows'  Fund, -   1&  ^  ^^j 

Postage,  Discount,  &c.: 
Rev    Dr.    Thomas  M.    Strong,  one  year's  salary  as  1 

^Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  mst., . . . . -?150  uu| 

Postage  paid  by  him, 
Rev    Dr.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary  as] 
^„.-^^:.?__  =„*,,„  rri,„r.l-i.i™l  College,  due  1st  mst.   .  ...... 

ard  of  Education,  the 
the  invested  Scholar- 
one  year's 


July   2 


Aug 
Sept. 


Professor  in  the  jheolcgical  ^^^%'^^;^-,^^^i^^^^,,or.,  thel 


437 


401 


151 
S93 


T5 


B.  Livingston  Kip,  Treasurer  (  mvesteu  puuv.».-, 

balance  of  six  months'  interest  on  the  mves^eu  <.^^        |      ^^^^.q 
ships,  due  4th  June  last, •  •  •  ■  •  •  •  • ' " "  1 " ' ' " '  ^g 

Peter  Spader,  Treasurer  Rutgers  College,  one  year  s 

interest  on  Henry  Rutgers'  donation  of  $5,UUU  to^^^^  ^^ 
said  College,  due  20th  June  last,.  ..•^••- •  •_-  —  •'' 
and  two  dtvidends  on  10  Shares  of  Bergen  TurnpiKe      ^  ^^ 
Stock, 


^«*.-«-^-,rfiS'sr;!^^S"C?^y 


their  meeting  in  June  last,  P^P^f '  f  "rfor  the  Van  Doren 
Charles  Scott,  the  --ef/^ -^^^I^^^IbTo, 


Prize  Essay  on  Missions,  for  ^l^f.  ^f  5/^™' ^idoVs'  Fund 
V  Peter  D. bakey,  his  subscription  to  the  ^  wiuow 


307170 

21200 

30  00 


^ev.  ^ 


«      Rev  Dr.  Alexander  McClellaua,  one   1"'^--;  -, •-     _ . . . 

""'^^lor  in  the  Theological  Coheg^du   1  t  mst  v  ■ -^-^^^  ^ 

"      *'^%rGSirn^d  Of  th^Gran^R^^^^^^^^    Church,  held 

at  Martinsburg,  Virginia,  10th  inst.,  VIZ..         ^^^  ^^ 

Rev.  Edwin  Holmes, 

Carried  forward, 
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41 
393 


50 


4,775  87 
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Oct. 

Nov. 


Nov.  14 


Dec. 


1851 
Jaut 


Feb. 
Mar. 

April 
May 


May   6 


Dr. 

Brought  forward, q32  o4 

To   cash  paid  Kev.  Francis  M.  Kip, .'.".'.'.'.'.*!.'.'."..*.'.'.'!!     29  67 

"  «      the  following  person.'!  their  annuities  out  of  the  income  of  the 

■Widows'  Fund,  for  the  last  six  months,  due  this  day,  viz  ■ 

Lyclia  M.  W.  Sluyter ^70  00 

Uatliannc  L.  Van  AVagencn, 70  oo 

Mari.aKudy, .■.■.■.■.■.■.■■.■.;■.■.;     5250 

Jane  Hunt, 26  ''5 

Mary  Bourne,         :'.'.'.'.'.:.     35  00 

Harriet  V.  V .  Mabon, 70  00 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.D., '.'..'.'.'.     70  00 

Rev.  Samuel  Uarlow 35  qq 

Rev.  Jacob  A.  Lansing, 52  50 

"  Rev.  David  D.  Dcmarest,  one  year's  salary  as  Stated 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  The- 
ological College,  due  31st  July  last, 10  00 

and  incidental  expenses, .' '       5  sq 

Peter  Spader.  Treasurer  Rutgers  College,  one  half  of 
salary  of  the  Librarian,  for  one  year  ending  1st 

Aprilncxt, 5n  00 

and  for  fuel  for  the  College  for  the  current  year, . .      20  00 

Rev.  Dr.  James  S.  Cmnon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Profess 
^_  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst., 

Rer.  Dr.  Alexander  McClelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pr'o- 
^^  fcssor  in  the  Theological  College,  duo  Ist  inst., 

Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary'as 
"  V'?*^^'^^"'"  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst., 

B.  Livingston  Kip,  Treasurer  Board  of  Education,  six  months' 
mterest  on  the  invested  Scholarships,  due  4th  inst., 


4,775 
62 


the  Bank  of  New-York  on  account  of  a  Note  of  General  Synod 

held  by  said  Bank,  for  $0,.500,  dated  28th  May,  1849, .' 

premium  of  Insurance  for  .$8,000  on  Rutgers  College  for'oiie 


Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College,  three  months' salary 
due  this  day, _  j 

Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  &c.,  disbursed  by  him  for  repairs' to 
Rutgers  College, _"_     I 

the  Bank  of  New-York  on  account  of  a  Note  of  Q  tneral  Sv'nod 
for  $3,500  to  said  Bank, 


Rev.  Dr.  James  S.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Professor 

in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst., 

Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary 

Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst., 

Rev.  Dr.  Alex.andor  McClelland,  one  quarter's  s.alary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst 

Rev.  Barnabas  V.   Collins,  his  subscription  to  the  Widows' 

Fund  for  two  years,  withdrawn, 

Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  McClelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  tlie  Theological  College,  due  1st  June  next, 

Rev.  John  II.  Pitcher,  his  subscription  to  the  Widows'  Fund 

in  full,  withdrawn, 

the  following  persons  their  annuities  out  of  the  income  of  the 
Widows' Fund,  for  the  last  six  months,  due  this  day  viz  ■ 

Lydia  M.  W.  Sluyter, $70  oO 

Catherine  E.  Van  Wagenen, '.'      70  00 

Maria  Rudy, 50  50 

Jane  Hunt "6  "i 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon, ..'...'.'.'.'     70  M) 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.D., .'     7000 

Rev.  Samuel  Harlow, ' '.     35  q^^ 

Rev.  Jacob  A.  Lansing, 52  50 

Rev.  Stephen  II.  Meoker,  Questor  of  the  South  Classis  of  New 
York,  received  by  mistake  of  Daniel  R.  Suydam  on  the 
21st  December  last  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod  fur- 
nished to  said  Classis, 

the  Bank  of  New- York  on  accountof  a  note  of  General  sVnod 
lo  them  for  .S3..500, _  _ 

the  Bank  of  New- York,  the  interest  on  the  above-mentioned 
note,  from  the  28lh  May,  1849,  to  this  date. 


48125 


437 
393 


00 


1.200 


48  00 


00 


S9375 
39375 
43750 
40  00 
437  50 


446 


1,200 


44185 


Carried  forward, 13  777 
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1851. 
May 


Dr. 


13,777 


25 


iOTo 


July 


May 


30 


relations  between  General  Synod  and  the  Trustees  of  Rut- 
gers College,  viz. :—  «,,  „ni 

Rev!  Benjamin  G.  Taylor,  D.D., f  ]B 

'•    AVilliam  C.  Miller, ^^  "" 

"    William  R.  Gordon °  „. 

«    Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D., - 22153 

«  «      the  foUowinR  persons  their  travelling  expenses,  incurred  ini 

attendini  the  meeting  of  the  Board  ot  fe"Pe"^tenf  nts  of 
the  Theological  College  held  at  New-Brunswick,  16th 
insl.,  viz. :—  gc  75! 

Rev.B.Hoff, "fo  5o| 

"    J.  H.  Pitcher,., 10  50 

"    William  Pitcher, g  qq 

"    S.  Van  Sant voord, ' i^i  75 

«    James  Abeel, ^q  qq 

"    0.  Van  Santvoord, • g  jy 

"    B.  Van  Zandt, ^o  00 

"    Jacob  West, 5  qq 

«*    John  S.  Himrod,..., • 2  00 

"    N.  E.  Smith, 7  25 

«    J.  B.  Steele  and  Committee ,  , J 

«    Alexander  H.  Warner  and  Committee, I      jOolTS 

«  ('  the  Bank  of  New-York  the  balance  of  pnncipal  of  a  not^B  of' 
General  Synod  for  §3,500,  dated  the  28lh  May,  1849,  SbUU  uu 
ialerest  thereon  from  10th  inst.  to  this  date, ^  ^■^l 


Balance  in  bank  to  credit  of  General  Synod,. 


602 

.j   7,982- 

§22,500 
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1S30. 
June 

July 
Aug. 

Sept. 
Oct. 

Nov. 


Dec. 


1851. 
Jan. 


Feb. 


April 


May 


Cr. 

By  balance  brought  from  last  nccount, 

To  cash  received,  eix  inoiillis'  itiUreM  on  bond  for  §4,000,  d  uo  to-iiionow 
"         two  ilivid<MKls  on  Si  sliiiros  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stuck,  1 

of  which  biilouK  to  Rutgers  College 

"  of  the  folk^'iute  Dutch  church,  New-York,  six  ni'onthV 

interest  ou  their  four  bonds  to  General  Synod   for 

S'2G,0U0, ' 

"  "         one  year's  interest  on  S2,00(),  tlie  b.nlaiice  of  the  Proiessora! 

*■'"''<'  of  Genenil  f'ynod,  due  5th  May  List,.  .. 

'  S'X  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000,  due  21st  Way  laM 

'  "         SIX  months'  interest  on  two  bonds  of  the  New-York  and 

New-Haven  Railroad  Co.  lor  $1,000  each,  due  1st  June 

last,  

"  "         S'-^  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500,'dvic  s'lVt  July  last 

"  SIX  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1,000,  duo  13th  Au"usi 

last,,  " 


six  months'  interest  ou  bond  for  $3,500,  due  1st  inst., 
SIX  months'  interest  ou  bonils  for  S3,.500,due  IGth  inst  , 
six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8,500,  due  3d  in«t 
collected  in  the  Ref.  Dutch  church  at  Six  Mile  ilu'n'for 
the  Widows'  Fund, 


SIX  months'  interest  ou  bond  for  $4.000,due  this  day 
six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  S-J,800,  due  27th  inst 
six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  SG.OOO.dufi  Isi  inct  ''" 


bond  for  $0,000,  due  1st  inst., 


six  months'  interest  on  bouds  lor  $11,000,  due  this  dn 
SIX  months'  interest  on  bond  lor  S2.50t).  dim  '>r>th  r 
bcr  last,. 


on  bond  for  §2,500,  duo  20th  Octu'- 


a2,38fi 
140 


780 


120 
2  0 


six  monlhs'  interest  on  bond  for  $5,000,  due  Ist  inst 
BIX  months'  interest  ou  bond  lor  $4,000,  due  ICth  Octobe 


six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due  ietll  October 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  Sioiooo,  due  2'M  iiist 
SIX  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,000,  due  23d  iii<it '  '" 
SIX  mouths'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due  4th  inst' "  "  I 
collected  in  the  Ref.  Dutch  church,  Lalayette  Place,  New- 
York,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, '     <-" 

of  the  CoUegiale  Dutch  church,  New-Yor'kVsix  "liion'tiis' 

$26,m    "°  ^^^'"^  ^'°^  ^"^"^^  *"  General  gyuod  for 

collected  in  t'lie  North  Dutclichurch,  New-York!  for'  the 

\\  idows' Fund, ' 

six  months'  interest  on  two  bonds'  of  the  'New-'t'orlc  ni'id 
New-Haven  Railroad  Co.,  each  for  $1,000,  due  1st  De- 
cember last, oi  i^C 

"'"  ^a'^'n.'i"  X""  Kensselner,  this  'a'mo'unt  bViug  on'e  iia'l f  o'l 
Sj,000,  the  subscription  of  his  father.  Slephon  Van 
Kensse  aer,  deceased,   to    the    Permanent  Fund   of 

General  Synod,  with  interest, ®3  cq,; 

Andrew  White.  Charles  1!.  Lansing  and  jam'es'c  llell 
assignees  of  William  P.  Van  Rensselaer,  this  sum  whirl! 
with  the  above  amount,  is  in  full  payment  of  the  said 

subscription, 91  794  00 

six  mouths'  interest  on  bond  for  geooo'due VlsVlVovemb. 


70 
105 

122 
122 

29 
14 

HO 
!I8 

210 
385 


175 


140 

350 

70 

120 


00 


29  05 


7C0O 


six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §3,500  due'si.st' Jan- 
uary last, 

of  Jaquos  Cortelyou,  in  fu'u'of  hiV's'ubscripti'im'to'thc, 

Permanent  Fund  of  General  Synod, 

six  nionths'  interest  on  bond  for  Sl,O0o',  due'lVth  inst ' ' 
the  interest  on  three  bonds,  amounting  to  §8.900.....'! 

i-morrow,, 
erday, . 


5,000 


105 

250 

3(1 

73, 

12a 

255 
270 
140 
105 


00 


00 


I            SIX  months'  Interest  on  bond  for  ft4,000,  due  I'oth  iiist 
•^           SIX  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  §3,500,  due  I6th  ius't ' 
one  year  s  interest  on  bond  for  §2,000,  belonging  to  the 
I'rotessoral  Fund 

six  mouths'  interest  on  bond  for  §2!80oV  due  2Vtii 'AiJri' 
last, '^ 

Eix  months'  interest  on  bond  for  "§2,500",  die'  26tii"Apriil 

•   ';  «.'^raonthsMntercgUnbond"forS6.ob6,"'du"e"l"st"i'n"s't',"'"'|      on 

SIX  months  mtercst  on  bonds  for  §11,000,  due  this  day.!!      33 

Carried  forward,..     .  I 1 

'      •' 1 15,336)20 
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1851. 
May 
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Brou?btfor^-ara,.y;-.^y-y-^---^                         ^„e    16th  April 
By  cash  received, SIX  montns   mocii,  i,  v  

.Jnfonth;'VBteVes;'oB  bond" for'' $2,000,  due  23d  April 


SIX  m 

kot  .treat,  New-YorT?,  for  ihe  Widows'  Fund,  alter  de- 
ducting Pastor's  subscription  of  $20,  for  one  year, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §5,900,  due  1st  mst., 

collected  in  the  followingCla^es  and  Churches  for  the' 

conMngent  expenses  of  General  Synod  viz. :  I 

K  D.  C'  Washington  Square,  New- York, ?S3  OU 

"        Whitehouse,  N.  J., in  00 

u       jjorth  and  Southaniptoa,  Pa,, or  14| 

,  .          <t        New-Brunswick,  N.  J., • 3  43 

Beaver  Dam, g  qqI 

16  001 

8157 


15,33620 
$140  0* 

T00» 

350  80 


32117 
175W 


2d 

1st 
2d 

South 
3d 


Central 
Nortb 


2d 
3d 


l3t 


^o^dhan^,  N.  Y., 

West  New-Hempstead  and  Ramapo,.. 

Market  street,  New-York, |i^  qq, 

Totowa,  Paterson,  N.J., ■      rq  oo 

Philadelphia,  Pa 37  50| 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y., ^^ 

Hyde  Park,  N.  Y.„ 

Fifth  Avenue,  New-York 

Philadelphia,  Pa , 25  Ool 

Eushwick,  L.  1., 18  60 


10  00 
50  00 
50  00 


«        Blawenburg,  N.  J.. 


30  00 


Schraalcnburg,  N.  J., 13  OO] 

Saratoga,  N.  Y., 50  0^ 

Brooklyn,    '^'^      •  •  2.5  oO 

"  10  oO| 

East  New-York, ^q  pol 

Gowanus, ,■•■;"■  '-.V  "i." '  run  kSI 

Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  New-York,..  340  b  j 

English  Neighborhood,  N.  J., ^^  ^fj 

Jersey  City, 55  (,0 

Bergen, '*  gQ  qq 

Hackensack^ 30  00 

Belleville, 16  00 

Bergen  Neck, g  qq 

Newark, j  qq 

"     •■;••-; 30  00 

Flatbush,  L.  1-, l(t  0(j 

NewDurham, 25  00 

Flatlands,  L.  I., - ' '  10  00 

New  Lots,  ..    30  001 

New  Utrecht........ •  3^  qq 

AquackanonCK,  JN.  J.,-. 10  00 

Cortlandt  Town, - jq  qq 

Bedford,  L.I., • 200  00 

Classis  of  Orange,  on  acct., ^fj' 0^ 

Port  Richmond,  S.  1., 20  00 

Pompton  Plains,  N.  J. , 00  00 

Manhattan,  New-York, -g  ^^ 

Piermont,  N.  Y., .....  •■ gS  00 

Totowa,  Paterson,  N.  J-,- • ^j  (^ 

Franklin  street,  New-York, ^5  00 

Gravesend,  L.  I., ""  "5^01" 

Gansevoort, *  * '  5  qi 

Jackson,  Washington  co., g,  g, 

Broome  street,  New-i  orK ^  ^^; 

Northumberland, '. . ',  13  25 

XJnionville, "'"  2I  00 

Esopus ""...  21  00 

Marbletown, ^5  qo 

Hurley...... "  g  75 

Bloomingdal&, 14  00 

Plattekill, ■■■_■■  42  00 

Kingston, "  28  00 

New-Paltz,...- ■■'*  g  50 

Woodstock, " 


$1,9T9  84 


Carried  forward,, 


16,103' sr 
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Cii. 


Brought  forward, 

By  cash  received,  1st  K.  D.  C,  Newark, 

Houston-street,  New-York, 


North  ' 


1st 


1st 
2a 


1st 
2d 


AVashinKton  Sq  ,  N.  Y.,  2a  paym't,  . . 

I'ordham,  N.  Y , 

Linlithgow,  N.  Y., 

New-Brunswick,  New-Jersey,  2d  pay- 
ment,   

Pasgack  and  Saddle  Riyer, 

North  and  ^Southampton,  Pa.,  2d  pay- 
ment,   

West  Troy,N.  Y., 

Rensselaer, 

Harlingen.  N.  J., 

Curriestown, [ 

Classis  of  Passaic,,  on  acct. , 

21st  street.  New- York,  ou  acct., 

Shokan , 

AVarwick, 

Paramus, 

Jamaica,  L.  I., 

Newtown, 

Oyster  Bay, 

North  Hempstead, 

Williamsburg, 

Astoria, 

Greenpoint, 

Fort  Miller, 

Rotterdam, 

Fishkill  Tillage, 

Tarrytown, •^ 

Evaugl.  Mission,  Houston  St.,  N.  Y.,  | 

West  Farms, ' 

Greenwich,  New- Y^ork,,   r 

Mount  Pleasant,  50th  street,  N.  Y.,.  1 

Harlem, J 

Reddington,  N.  J., 

Mount  Pleasant,  N.  J., 

Boght,  Watervliet, 

Pouglikeepsie,  on  acct., , 

Tappan, , 

Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  on  acct.,... 
Claverack, 


Greenport, 

Hudson, 

New-Shannock,  N.  J., 

Classis  of  Ulster,  on  acct., . 

Blooming  Grove 

Chatham, 

Ghent, 


Kinderhook, 

Nassau, 

Schodack, . 

Stuyvesanfc 

Classis  of  Rensselaer,  on  acct., 

Schagticoke, 

Mapleto-svn, 

Fultonville, 

Florida, 

Mariaville, 

Classis  of  Ulster,  balance, 

Classis  of  Cayuga,  on  acct.,.. . . 

Clarkstown, 

Greenville,  West  Chester  co.,.. 

Clintonville,  N.  J 

Classis  of  Michigan, 

Classis  of  Illinois, 

Classis  of  Orange, 

New-Hackensack, 

Glenham, , 


1,979  84 
75  00 
31  50 
90  GO 
13  25 
24  00 

50  00 
26  00 

50  (10 
15  00 
5  00 
SO  00 
15  00 
40  00 
21  00 
10  50 
18  00 
23  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
15  00 
20  00 
20  00 
5  00 
3  00 
15  00 
37  50 


97  64 


45  35 
5  00 

7  50 

46  00 
28  00 

450  00 
22  00 
34  00 
1.3  00 
26  00 
60  00 

100  on 

8  00 
10  00 

8  00 

10  00 

20  00 

20  00 

20  00 

10  00 

24  00 

10  00 

10  00 

15  00 

20  00 

5  00 

33  25 

158  00 

28  00 

14  75 

3  00 

5  00 

5  00 

35  00 

37  50 

5  00 


By-casb  received  of  the  following  clergvmen,  their  subscriptions  to 
the  Widows'  Fund,  viz. : — 

Rev.  Samuel  B.  Ayers, 

Carried  forward, 


16,10337 


4,13158 


5-20  00 


I  20;234!95 
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BrougW  forward 


1851 
June 


David  A.  Jones, go  00 

«    John  C.Guldin,.... go  00 

"    James  B.  Hardenbergh,  D.D., ^o  oo 

"    Joseph  Wilson, 20  00 

"     Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.D., go  OO 

"    James  Donald, go  00 

«    William  S.  Heyer, g^  ^q 

"     Charles  S.  Hageman, g^  py 

«    Nicholas  D.  AVUhamson, 20  m 

«    Nicholas  E.  Smith, 20  OO 

"    John  Abeel  Baldwin, 20  00 

"    PeterJ.  Qnick 20  00 

"    Israel  Hammond, 20  Oo' 

"    R.  Ormiston  Currie, g^^  q^ 

"    Cornelius  AVyckoff, g^  qo 

"     IraC.  Boice,... g^  oO 

"    Oscar  H.  Gregory, g^,  ^0 

"     Charles  Jukes, 20  00 

"    AVilliam  AV.  Halloway, 20  00 

"    Enoch  A"an  Aken, '>o  00 

"    Samuel  M.  Woodbridge, -^  ^^ 

"    Garrit  L.  Roof, ^q  00 

"    EdwardH.May, ^o  Ou 

"    A.B.Winfield, g^^  q(j 

"    James  Scott,  D.D-, oq  00 

"    Hansford  Wells, g^  qq 

"    Eben  S.  Hammond, „  ^j^ 

"     Alexander  II.  Warner, ^^  ^^^^ 

"    John  C.  Guldin, 20  00 1 

"    Isaac  S.  Demund, 20  00 

»    Thomas  B.  Gregory, > w  Oi\ 

"    Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,--- 20  00 

"    CorneUus  L.  Van  Dyck, ^^1 

"    Henry  A.  Raymond, • 

eashreceivedof  the  ^^^.^^-^V^^^S:^ 

1st  May,  1850,  viz.  :-  g^  (,o 

David  W.  Wetmore, 300  00 

Abraliam  Van  ^  est, ,30  00 

John  Oothout, ^5  00 

CorneUus  Duryea so  00 

Thomas  C.  Doremus, ■  gQ  ^^ 

David  L.  Haigbt, ,V  ' '  Vr"  1' 'inn  00 

CoUegiate  Dutch  Church,  New-York, 300  ^^ 

Leffert  Lefferts, ' ' '      jg  00 

Samuel  Smith, ",'.     30  ool 

Jaques  Cortelyou, gOQ  qq 

Abraham  Van  Nest, ' 

Illinois, 19  00 

Philadelphia, _■'_'_  32  62 

New- York, '''\  15  25 

Beigen, 9  75 

Passaic, 78  37 

South  Classis  New-York, '..'.'.'.'.'..  5  00 

Albany, '.'..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  42  00 

Orange, '''\ 45  00 

Cayuga, ' 5  oO 

Watervhet, " 24  60 

Ulster, .".'.'.'.'.'."..'..  23  00 

Paramus, _' 6  .^0 

Hudson, ""..".'...  31  00 

Long  Island, 22  50 

New-Brunswick, '  ]  ] 18  12 

Michigan, .'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'  3  CO 

Illmois, 


By 


1,133  25 


By  balance  carriod  to  new  account, 

[ERRORS  EXCEPTED.-] 
2d  June,  1851 


432  '11 
22,500  31 


§7,98245 


ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 

I  JWTie,  l^<^^*  ■      .,„   T„..„rpr'»  Accounts,  hare  examined  the  same  with  the 

subscnber,  ^PPomted^a-Com^ttee  to^^^^^^^^  ,„,  ^  Genera.  Synod  of  seven  thousand  niae 

Sre^id'e.^Wy-o  doUarsjmd>rt,-five  cent.  ,,_..,«^«^-    A^BM._  VAN^N^ST,  |  co„„Ut<C.  :' 


ANNUAL   DIGEST. 
1851. 


The  Board   of  Direction   submit  to  General   Synod    their   Annual 
Digest,  as  follows: — 

FUNDS  DEVOTED  TO  EDUCATION. 

THE    TAN    BENSCHOTEN   FUND. 

Tliis  Fund,  as  reported  by  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College, 
and  which  is  loaned  upon  Bonds  secured  by  Mortgages  on  prop- 
erty  in   tlie    State    of    New-Jersey,   Ac,   amounted,  on  the    1st 

April,  1851,  to $20,300  00 

Balance  in  his  hands,  on  the  1st  April,  1851, 1,345  42 

Interest  on  said  Fund,  due  Isfi  May,  1851, 1,501  00 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the  interest  of  this 

Fund,  during  the  past  year, 950  CO 

LEGACY  OF  MISS  REBECCA  KNOX. 

The  amount  of  this  Fund,  which  is  loaned  on  Bond  secured  by  Mort- 
gage on  property  in  the  State  of  New- Jersey,  is $2,000  00 

Interest  due  on  this  Fund,  1st  April,  1851, 120  00 

Balance  due  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  itc,  1st  April,  1851, 17  89 

There  has  been  paid  to  an  indigent  student,  out  of  the  interest  of  this 

Fund,  during  the  past  year, 120  00 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction  for  educational 

purposes,  on  Bonds  secured  by  Mortgages, $33  135  OO 

Balance  of  principal  in  the  hands   of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod 

31st  May,  1851,... '        145  30 

Balance  of  interest  in  his  hands,  on  that  day, 672  6S 

•WTIDO-WS'   FUND, 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  on  Bonds  se- 
cured by  Mortgages,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, $11  750  QO 

Balance  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod,!.'         331  80 
There  has  been  paid  to  annuitants,  out  of  the  income  of  this  Fund,  dviring 
the  past  year,  arising  from  interest  on  the  Fund  and  payments  by 
subscribers  thereto, 927  50 

PERIVIANENT    PEOFESSORAL    FUND. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which  have  been  collected 
and  iuvested  on  the  subscriptions  for  the  Professorshijjs,  as  well  as 

(141) 
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the  moneys  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 

lege  viz^:  Divpction  secured  by  Bonds  and  Mortgages  of 

Loaned  by  the  Board  "f  ^"f;'°°' Jf  ^"Jf  the  CoH  Dutch  Church, 

Real  Estate,  (except  three  Bonds  "  Jf  f^  "^"rf  ^         x       $68,065  00 

New-York,  which  are  not  accompanied  by  Mortgages,)  .  -  -  - - 
^^®^Ai,^'professoral  Fund  formerly  m  the  hands  of  the  irustees 

^"^TRl^ersSotge  as  per  account  of  Peter  Spader,  Agent,  &c   on 

the^st'Say  185l'whilh  is  loaned  on  Bond  secured  by  Mortgage  ^^ 

,.:;^i:^^^^^^^-^^'^'^^^        .5  00 

Rutgers  College, ^ ■ 510  00 

TJ Pv  Tohn  F.  Schermerhorn  s  note, ,•--•■': 798245 

£nce  S.  Bank  to  the  credit  of  General  Synod, ^.^4= 

Amount  of  unpaid  subscriptions  to  the  Permanent  F^nd^^^^^^^  ^^ 
DediSS^So^nt^t^eBoanlM^c^^^^ 

l6CbGQ,  .-----  -----  AKC)    Of) 

Leaving  subscriptions  supposed  to  be  good, —  ' 

BOARD   OF  DOMESTIC   IVIISSIONS. 

There  has  been  invested  for  this  Board,  on  Bond  secured  by  Mortgage,_J_250_0O 

MINUTES    OP    GENERAL    SYNOD. 
There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  Generd  Synod,  during ^the  past      ^^^^^  ^^ 
AndSe  hiis  be'en'paid  foV  printing  Mmute's;  paper,  Ac, ^IJjg 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,  President 

JOHN  IvNOX,  1 

THEO.  FRELINGHUYSEN,     )■  Directors. 

W.  B.  CROSBY,  J 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 

New-Yorlc,  2d  June,  1851. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation.  On 
counting  the  ballots  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  «  -en  .  M  . 
Abraham  Van  Nest,  Fresident ;  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D  and  Mess  . 
William  B.  Crosby  and  Theodore  Frelinghuyscn,  Da-cctors  ;  and  Mr. 
Isaac  Young,  Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Rev.  John  F.  Mesick,  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  ap- 
peared in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  appointment, 
took  his  seat  as  a  corresponding  delegate  from  the  Synod  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Churcli.  On  taking  liis  seat  the  delegate  laid  on  the 
table  of  Synod  twelve  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  session  of  the 
German  Reformed  Synod. 

The  Rev.  Allan  D.  Campbell,  D.D.,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
appeared  in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  appoint- 
ment, took  his  seat  as  a  corresponding  delegate  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States. 

The  delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  presented  the  following 
certiiied  abstract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly  at  their  late  ses- 
sion, containing  their  action  in  relation  to  the  transferring  of  churches 
from  one  denomination  to  the  other,  (see  p.  39,)  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence: — 

"  Dr.  Stockton,  fiom  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted,  viz.  : 

"Resolved,  Tliat  in  the  judgment  of  the  Assembly  great  prudence 
and  courtesy  should  be  manifested  by  the  Presbyteries  in  the  reception 
of  churches  from  the  Classes  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  ;  and 
that  wherever  it  is  practicable  the  consent  of  all  parties  concerned 
should  be  at  least  sought,  and  if  possible  secured  ;  but  that  the  adop- 
tion of  an  absolute  rule,  such  as  is  proposed  by  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  would  probably  be  productive  of  hard- 
ships to  churches,  and  inconvenience  to  both  denominations ;  and 
therefore,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  Assembly  very  respectfully  and 
fraternally  beg  leave  to  decline  its  concurrence  in  the  adoption  of  said 
rule." 

The  above  is  an  accurate  transcript  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  Wednesday  morning,  May  2i,  1851. 

ALEX.  T.  M'GILL,  Permanent  Cleric  Gen.  Assembly,  d'c. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Presbytery  of  Peoria,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report,  that  there 
have  been  put  into  our  bands  but  two  papers  ;  the  one  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly,  respectfully  and  fraternally  begging  leave  to 
decline  its  concurrence  in  the  adoption  of  an  absolute  rule  I'et^pecting 
the  transfer  of  churches  from  one  body  to  the  other.     The  second,  a 
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certified  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of  Peoria,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  church  of  Brunswick,  111.  , 

As  to  the  first  :  In  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  there  is 
nothino-  demanding  the  further  action  of  this  General  Synod.  ^ 

As  To  the  second  :  The  whole  history  of  the  church  of  Brunswick 
has  been  before  this  body  again  and  again  ;  and,  in  the  opimon  of  your 
Committee,  there  is  no  new  light  thrown  upon  the  subject  by  the  com- 
munication now  before  us,  and  there  remains  nothing  for  the  bynod  to 
do,  but  to  persevere  in  the  course  already  adopted.  Your  Committee 
would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  last  Synod,  relating  to^the  property 
of  the  Church  of  Brunswick  be  deemed  all-sufficient.     (See  page  21.) 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  cannot  refrain  expressing  the  earnest 
desire  that  the  friendly  correspondence  now  entertained  by  these  sister 
denominations  be  fondly  cherished,  so  that  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  and 
the  bond  of  peace  may  be  promoted  and  strengthened. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

IRA  C.  BOICE,  Chairman. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegates  appointed  to 
attend  the  las°  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  which  was  accepted  : — 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  :— 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  report :  That,  in  compliance  with 
their  appointm^ent  as  delegates  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  they  attended  the  meeting  of  that  body,  held  at 
Martin^burg,  Va.,  in  October  last.  They  were  very  cordially  re- 
ceived and^  during  the  period  of  their  attendance,  which  con  inued 
from  the  first  to  the  fifth  day  of  the  session,  were  gratified  w.  h  .he 
kindness  manifested  toward  them  peisonally.  and  were  especially  de^ 
lighted  with  the  interest  and  respect  shown  toward  the  Church  which 
vour  dele"-ates  represented.  ... 

Th-  deliberations  of  that  body,  upon  the  several  subjects  which 
came  before  them,  were  conducted  with  great  harmony,  and  the  evan- 
Seal  spirit  which  distinguishes  the  ministry  of  that  Church  was  evi- 
dently cherished  and  heightened  by  the  frequent  devotional  services 
whlh  were  held  during^their  sessions.  The  sm.ll  number  ot  their 
m  nislers,  in  proportionate  that  of  their  churches,  prevents  them  from 
rn^a^rino-  as  extensively  in  foreign  missions  as  some  of  their  siste 
denominlitions.  Yet  upon  this  subject  there  is  a  growing  interest 
amonc.  them,  and  increasing  efforts  are  put  forth  for  eyangehzing  he 
workf  As  a  Church,  they  are  deeply  alive  to  the  spiritual  interests  of 
tTie  lan.e  German  population  which,  year  by  year,  is  spreading  more 
w\dely°over  our  land,  and  are  putling  forth  their  best  etlorts  to  supply 
^  em  with  the  means  of  grace.  They  are  founding  churches  among 
hem  in  the  great  West  no"  only,  but,  to  some  extent,  especially  in  the 
arTer  cities,  in  the  East.  From  the  flourishing  state  ot  th.ir  instUu- 
tions  and  from  the  spirit  of  liberality  which  is  increasing  among  them. 
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voiir  delegates  are  led  to  believe  that  the  Gciraan  Church  is  destined 
to  exert  a  wide-spread  inlluence  upon  tlie  cause  of  truth  and  piety. 

On  taking  leave  of  the  Synod,  your  delegates  were  addressed  by  the 
President,  in  terms  expressive  of  the  great  affection  cherislied  by  the 
brethren  of  the  German  for  those  of  "the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  : 
while,  at  our  departure,  they  crowded  round  us,  invoking  the  Divine 
blessing  upon  your  delegates,  and  upon  the  Church  they  represented. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

FRANCIS  M.  KIP. 
EDWIN  HOLMES. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  appointed  to 
attend  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  was  accepted  : — 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  Session  at  Albany,  K  Y. : 

I  have  fulfilled  the  duty  assigned  me  by  the  last  General  Synod,  in 
the  best  way  that  1  could.  I  left  this  on  the  5th  of  May,  and  arrived 
at  St.  Louisi  Missouri,  on  the  14th.  I  was  present  at  the  opening  of 
the  General  Assembly  on  the  15th,  and  attended  its  sessions  till  the 
22d. 

The  iTth,  at  10  o'clock,  was  appointed  by  the  Assembly  as  the 
time  for  the  formal  reception  of  the  delegates  from  corresponding 
bodies.  On  that  occasion  I  embraced  the  opportunity  of  giving  a 
brief  statement  of  the  history,  progrtss,  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  which  was  received  with  deep  interest. 

I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  cordial  reception  of  your  delegate 
by  tlie  Assembly,  and  of  the  high  regard  entertained  by  that  body  for 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Assembly  were  marked  by  unanimity  and 
dignity.  They  seemed,  too,  to  embrace  every  thing  bearing  on  the 
advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  The  Boards  of  the  As- 
sembly are  managed  with  great  wisdom  and  prudence,  and  I  was  for- 
cibly impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  all  the  schemes  and  operations 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  taking  my  formal  leave  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Moderator 
took  occasion  to  express  the  assurance  of  high  regard  which  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  entertained  for  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and 
their  wish  for  the  lengthened  continuance  of  the  fraternal  correspond- 
ence. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  to  the  General  Synod  ray  appre- 
ciation of  the  honor  conferred  on  me,  in  the  appointment  as  delegate 
to  the  General  Assembly ;  and  with  Christian  salutations, 

1  am  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

JAMES  SCOTT. 

Newark,  iV.  /.,  lOth  June,  1851. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double  num- 
ber of  persons,  from  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  Corresponding 
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Churches,  the  S^'nod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  the  following 
were  chosen  : — 

To  the  General  Asscmhhj  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. — Rev.  Isaac 
Ferris,  D.D.,  Primarius  ;  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D.,  Secundus. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Rcforined  Church. — Rev.  Elbert  S, 
Porter  and  W.  W.  Halloway,  Pri?narii;  and  Rev.  Henry  W.  SmuUer, 
and  Robert  P.  Lee,  Secundi. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

SrXODICAL    HEFORTS    ON    THE    STATE    OF    THE    CHURCHES. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spent  a  part 
of  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  its  session  in  religious  exercises, 
conducted  agreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a  committee  for 
that  purpose,  consist'ng  of  the  Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  Jacob  Schoon- 
maker,  Abraham  J.  Swits ;  and  the  Elders,  Wilham  B.Crosby  and 
John  McCarty. 

Resolved,  That  a  prayer-meeting  be  held  every  morning  during  the 
present  session,  at  8J  o'clock,  in  tiie  usual  place  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Synod. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  respectfully  report : 
That  it  appears  from  an  examination  of  the  reports  of  the  Pt\r- 
ticular  Svnods,  that  the  past  year  has  be^n  one  neither  of  uncommon 
prosperity  nor  remarkable  barrenness.  The  churches  have  enjoyed 
an  ordinary  measure  of  prosperity,  for  which  thanks  are  due.  In 
regard  to  temporalities,  we  may  use  the  language  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  New-York:  "Our  churches  generally,  in  their  temporal 
affairs,  exhibit  an  unusual  and  higlily  gratifying  condition.  Some  of 
them  have  erected  new  houses  of  worship ;  others  have  liquidated 
debts  which  had  been  long  lying  upon  them  ;  some  have  ceased  to 
need  missionary  aid,  and  become  not  merely  self-sustaining  churches, 
but  also  generous  contributors  to  tlie  treasury  of  the  Board  on  which 
they  were  once  dependent;  and  others,  in  various  ways,  have  been 
Jaying  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of  prosperity." 

By  most  of  the  churches  the  ministrations  of  the  sanctuary  have 
been  regularly  enjoyed,  the  gospel  has  been  faithfully  preached,  the 
sacraments  administered,  meetings  for  prayer  held,  and  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  young  attended  to  in  the  Sunday-school  and  in  Bible  and 
Catechetical  classes.  The  fact  that,  in  view  of  our  unworthiness,  our 
privileges  have  not  been  taken  away  and  our  candlestick  removed  from 
its  place,  should  awaken  our  gratitude  to  God. 
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If  we  take  the  reported  number  of  conversions  as  tlie  measure  of 
the  success  attendant  on  the  means  of  grace,  then  may  many  a  pas- 
tor exclaim-  "Who  hath  beheved  our  report;  and  to  whom  is  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ?"  In  many  of  the  churches  very  few  have 
left  the  world  and  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Ihis  is  indeed  a  sore 
trial  to  him  who  watches  for  souls  as  one  that  must  give  account,  and 
whose  constant  prayer  for  all  under  his  charge  is  that  they  may  be 
saved  But  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  measure  of  success  is  not 
to  be  "thus  estimated.  Few  sinners  may  be  converted,  and  yet  our 
stren.nh  may  not  have  been  spent  for  naught.  We  are  successful  not 
only  when  we  are  the  means  of  plucking  the  sinner  as  a  bi-and  out 
of  the  fire,  but  also  of  edifying  and  comforting  the  saint.  If  during 
the  year,  not  a  solitary  plant  had  been  transferred  from  the  wiK  emess 
into  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  yet,  if  the  plants  flourishing  there  already 
had  been  watered  and  made  to  thrive,  if  the  trees  had  been  purged 
and  made  to  bring  forth  more  fruit,  labor  would  not  liave  been 
bestowed  in  vain.  The  thought  is  comforting,  that  our  days  of  dis- 
couragement and  weeping  are  perhaps  the  very  ones  in  which  souls 
are  helped  heavenwards.  i         ,i    • 

Some  of  the  churches  have  received  additions  of  several  to  their 
membership  ;  and  a  few  have  enjoyed  precious  seasons  of  revival— 
araon.r  which  may  be  mentioned  the  churches  of  New  Paltz,  itliaca, 
Lodi°Tyre,  Owasco,  Schaghticoke,  Easton,  Fairfield,  and  especially 
the  church  of  Fairview,  in  the  Classis  of  Illinois.  Concerning  the 
revival  in  the  last-mentioned  church,  the  Classical  Report  says:  "As 
the  fruit  of  this  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  sixty-two  have  been  added 
to  the  communion  of  the  church,  and  many  more  are  inqmring.  ihis 
church  the  first  of  our  denomination  planted  in  this  Western  coun- 
trv  was  oro-anized  with  only  six  members,  and  all  the  congregation 
cJuld  number  was  six  families  and  but  little  over  thirty  individuals ; 
and  what  is  truly  interesting  to  those  who  have  borne  the  burden^and 
heat  of  the  day,  who  took  a  part  in  or  witnessed  the  solemnities  oi  the 
organization,  is  that  God  has  remembered  ihem  in  mercy;  not  one 
family  has  been  passed  by  in  the  bestowment  of  His  grace." 

While  a  few  of  the  churches  have  been  thus  blessed,  many  more 
are  compelled  to  mourn  that  so  few  have  renounced  the  world  and 
publicly  confessed  the  Saviour.  Many  have  reason  to  be  humbled 
before  God  on  account  of  the  formality  and  wordly-mindedness  ot 
their  members,  and  the  thoughtlessness  of  others.  The  line  of  distinc- 
tion between  the  Church  and  the  world  is  often  faint  and  scarcely  dis- 
cernible. It  becomes  God's  children  to  abase  themselves  before  Him, 
and  cry  unto  Him  mightily  for  the  quickening  influences  of  the  Spirit. 
A  most  gratifying  letter  has  been  received  from  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Van 
Raalte,  in  behalf  of  the  Classis  of  Holland,  communicating  the  feelings 
cherished  by  that  body  toward  the  General  Synod.  These  are  desig- 
nated as  feelings  of  brotherly  love  and  fellowship,  joy  and  high  esteem, 
and  of  desire  to  form  continually  a  closer  and  more  cordial  union. 
They  express  themselves  as  deeply  aftected  by  the  cordiality  of  their 
reception  into  our  ecclesiastical  connection,  and  the  more  so  when  they 
reflect  that  the  cause  of  it  was  their  strong  attachment  to  the  doc- 
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trines  of  the  Reformation  expiessed  in  our  Confession  of  Faith,  the 
Catechism  of  ovir  Reformed  Church,  and  the  Canons  of  tlie  Synod  of 
Dort,  which  in  Holland  was  the  cause  of  their  reviling,  oppression  and 
rejection. 

This  colony  of  emigrants  from  the  fatherland  will,  we  doubt  not,  be 
the  centre  of  an  extensive,  blessed  influence.  We  commend  it  to  the 
prayers  and  syrap?.thies  of  our  people,  and  trust  that  its  success  may 
be  such  ?.s  to  increase  it  by  thousands  from  the  same  land,  who  shall 
sympathize  with  them  in  belief  and  in  devotion  to  the  Master.  "Right- 
eousness exalteth  a  nation."  God's  people  are  the  bulwarks  of  the 
State.  While  thousands  annually  come  to  our  shores  whose  religion  is 
falsely  called  Christianity,  we  should  welcome  and  encourage  those  who 
know  Christ,  and  who  come  from  a  spirit  of  sacrifice  for  Christ's  sake. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  mutual  friendly  feeling  existing  between  the  Classis 
and  General  Synod  will  ever  continue,  and  our  intercourse  be  most 
pleasant  and  edifying. 

The  Committee  call  the  attention  of  the  Synod  to  the  deficiencies  of 
the  statistical  reports  of  many  of  the  churches.  Some  large  congrega- 
tions omit  to  report  the  number  of  families,  some  the  number  of  com- 
municants, some  the  number  of  Sunday-schools  with  their  scholars. 
It  is  desirable  that  our  statistical  tables  should  be  as  full  and  accurate 
as  possible,  for  there  are  powerful  arguments  in  figures;  we  cannot 
lairly  reason  from  them  when  there  are  important  deficiencies.  The 
omission  of  two  or  three  hundred  families,  or  communicants,  or  Sun- 
day-school scbol-irs,  in  a  few  of  the  Classes,  must  entirely  destroy  the 
practical  value  of  the  summary.  It  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  Con- 
sistories who  arc  in  the  habit  of  attending  to  their  duties  should  not 
be  able  to  fill  their  statistical  tables,  if  not  with  absolute  precision, 
yet  with  a  very  close  approximation  to  the  truth. 

A  reference  has  been  received  from  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick, 
requesting  the  Synod  to  open  columns  for  the  benevolent  institutions 
of  the  Church,  in  which  the  sums  contributed  to  the  different  Boards 
shall  be  reported.  When  we  consider  the  large  place  benevolent  insti- 
tutions occupy  in  the  practical  operations  of  the  Church,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  interesting  all  our  churches  in  these  institutions  and  making 
them  as  efficient  as  possible,  we  feel  that  every  proper  plan  for  making 
known  the  action  of  the  Church  and  fully  calling  out  its  resources 
should  be  adopted.  Our  Church  is  not  doing  what  should  be  done 
by  a  Church  of  our  numbers  and  resources,  for  the  extension  of  Christ's 
kingdom.  The  sacramental  host  is  moving ;  let  us  not  be  loitering. 
Knowledge  of  what  we  are  doing  is  necessary  to  stimulate  us  to  further 
action.  The  sums  received  from  the  churches  are,  it  is  true,  already 
published  at  various  times  in  the  columns  of  the  Christian  Intelligen- 
cer, but  a  tabular  statement  of  the  whole  of  the  contributions  for  the 
year  would  be  satisfactory  and  important  for  reference. 

The  past  year  has  left  memorials  to  admonish  us  of  the  rapid 
approach  of  the  time  when  our  labors  for  Christ  and  his  Church  shall 
cease.  From  the  graves  of  our  fathers  and  brethren  in  the  ministry  a 
voice  comes  to  us,  saying,  "  Work  while  it  is  day  ;  the  night  cometh 
wherein  no  man  can  work."     Seven  have  been  removed  by  death : 
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Rev  .Z.  Ivuypers  and  Rev.  John  A.  Liddell,  of  the  Classis  of  Passaic ; 
Rev.  John  L.  Zabriskie,  of  the  Chissis  of  New-Brunswick  ;  Rev.  Safre- 
nus  Seeber,  of  the  Classis  of  Michigan  ;  Rev.  John  F.  Schcrmeihorn, 
of  the  Chissis  of  Watervhet ;  Rev.  J.  Vandervolgen,  of  the  Classis  of 
Schenectady  ;  and  Rev.  Henry  P.  Stimson,  of  the  Classis  of  Gieene. 

To  several  of  these  the  message  came  suddenly  ;  with  little  warn- 
ing, they  were  summoned  to  leave  the  vineyard.  God  says  to  us,  "  Be 
ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not,  the  Son  of  man 
coraeth." 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Consistories  and  Classes  be  directed  to  make 
their  annual  statistical  reports  as  complete  and  accurate  as  possible.  ^ 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Consistories  be  recommended  to  embody  in 
their  reports  an  account  of  the  sums  contributed  by  them  to  the  vari- 
ous benevolent  institutions  of  the  day. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  procure  the  insertion  of  col- 
umns in  the  statistical  tables  for  the  report  of  the  moneys  contributed 
to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions, 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  Sunday-school  Union  ;  provided  it  can  be 
done  without  dispensing  with  any  of  the  columns  now  in  use. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  has  been  highly  gratified  by  the  coni- 
munication  from  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Raalte,  in  behalf  of  the  Classis  of 
Holland ;  that  we  reciprocate  the  kind  feelings  expressed ;  that  we 
trust  the  union  they  have  formed  with  us  will  be  of  lasting  mutual 
benefit ;  and  that  we  commend  them  to  the  Head  of  the  Church  for 
His  blessing. 

5.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  last  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Classis 
of  Holland,  through  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Raalte. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

D.  D.  DEMAREST,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

SY NODICAL      REFERENCES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  President  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  New-York,  stating  that  he  had  received  notice  of  an  appeal 
taken  by  the  Classis  of  New- York  from  the  decision  of  that  Synod,  in 
the  case  of  the  appeal  of  W.  H.  Van  Dalsen,  and  transmitting  said 
appeal,  with  the  reasons  for  the  same,  to  the  Synod;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  reported,  and 
their  report  was  accepted,  amended,  and  adopted,  with  the  exception  of 
the  5th  or  last  article,  in  relation  to  which  it  was  resolved  that  it  be 
laid  on  the  table.     The  report  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  would  report, 
that  there  luive  been  put  into  their  hands, 

1.  Papers  signed  Maria  Stebbins.  These  contain  matters  which  can- 
not properly  b°e  brought  before  General  Synod,  and  the  Committee 
would  therefore  recommend  that  slie  have  leave  to  withdraw  her 
papers. 

2.  The  communication  of  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Marselus,  in  reference  to 
certain  acts  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York.  This  appears  not 
to  come  roffularly  before  Synod  as  a  complaint,  as,  after  due  inquiry, 
your  Committee  have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  the  required  notice 
has  been  given  by  the  complainant  to  tlie  body  of  whom  he  complains. 

3.  An  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  New- York  from  the  decision  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  in  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  W.  H. 
Van  Dalsen  from  the  Classis  of  New- York. 

The  recrular  steps  seem  to  have  been  taken,  and  the  Committee  ac- 
cordingly ^recommend  that  the  appeal  be  taken  up  and  tried  in  the 
usual  order. 

4.  A  communication  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
church  in  Yonkers,  respecting  their  being  set  off  to  the  new  Classis  of 
Westchester. 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Particular  Synod  of 
New- York,  at  its  next  session. 

5.  Communications  from  the  churches  of  Deer  Park  and  Minisink, 
now  belonging  to  the  Classis  of  Orange,  in  the  Particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  containing  a  request  to  be  set  off  from  said  Classis  and  united 
to  the"  Classis  of  "Paramus,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
New- York.  Your  Committee  deem  the  reasons  assigned  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  to  be  sufficient  to  justify  Synod  in  granting 
their  request.  They  would  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : — 

Resotred,  That  the  churches  of  Deer  Park  and  Minisink,  together 
with  their  pastors,  be  and  hereby  are  set  off  from  the  Classis  of  Orange 
and  united  to  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  H.  MYERS,  Chairman. 
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The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  to  whom  have  been  referred  the  Minutes  of  the  last 
General  Synod,  and  of  the  late  Particular  Synods  of  New- York  and 
Albany,  would  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  same, 
and  find  nothing  demanding  the  attention  of  this  Synod,  except  a  re- 
commendation from  the  Classis  of  Schoharie,  "of  an  individual  as  a 
suitable  person  to  receive  aid  from  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  in  his 
course  of  preparation  for  the  gospel  ministry,"  to  which  recommenda- 
tion we  would,  therefore,  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Synod. 

FRED.  F.  CORNELL,   Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  recommendation  of  the  individual  for  aid  em- 
braced in  the  above  report  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Profes- 
sorate. 

A  paper  was  received,  signed  N.  J.  Marselus,  enclosed  in  an  envel- 
ope, directed  "  to  the  President  of  the  General  Synod,"  which,  appear- 
ing to  be  the  same  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  complaint  by  the  same 
individual,  which  the  Synod  had  declared  did  not  come  regularly  before 
them,  and  which  the  Clerk  stated  that  he  had  loaned  to  a  member  of 
Synod  but  which  on  its  return  to  him,  he  found  to  be  materially 
altered  ;  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  paper  be  laid  on  the  table. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

SYNODICAL      APPEALS. 

Synod  took  up  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  New-York  from  the 
decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  not  sustaining  their 
decision  in  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Van  Dalsen  from  a 
sentence  of  the  consistory  of  the  church  corner  of  Greene  and  Hous- 
ton streets,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  suspending  him  from  the  com- 
munion of  the  church. 

The  President  announced  that  the  Synod  was  about  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  judicial  business,  and  enjoined  upon  the  mem- 
bers to  regard  their  characters  as  judges  in  the  highest  court  of  Jesus 
Christ  known  to  the  constitution  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermiyle,  D.  D.,  and  William  R.  Gordon,  were 
recognized  as  Commissioners  from  the  Classis  of  New- York,  in  support 
of  the  appeal. 

The  Rev.  John  G.  Johnson,  and  the  Elder,  Joseph  H.  Jackson, 
were  recognized  as  Commissioners  from  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- 
York. 
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The  appeal  was  considered  in  the  following  order  : — 

1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal  and  reasons  of  appeal  were  read. 

3.  All  the  documents  in  the  case  were  read. 

4.  The  Classis  were  heard  by  their  Commissioners. 

5.  The  Commissioners  from  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York, 
were  heard  in  explanation  of  the  grounds  of  their  decision. 

6.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Classis  of  New- York  were  heard  in 
reply. 

The  parties  having  withdrawn,  the  roll  was  called  and  the  opinions 
of  the  members  expressed,  when  the  following  motion  was  made  and 
seconded  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  be  sustained. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  this  resolution,  excluding  those  who 
had  voted  in  the  case,  either  in  the  Classis  or  in  the  Particular  Synod 
of  New- York,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  ayes  and  nays,  being  called  for,  were  taken,  and  are  as  follows: — 

Aijes.—i.  S.  Woodward,  F.  F.  Cornell,  D.  D.  Demarest,  J.  II. 
Manning,  G.  Talmage,  P.  D.  Van  Cleef,  B.  C.  Taylor,  S.  Duncan,  J. 
H.  Duryea,  C.  S.  Hageman,  J.  Myers,  T.  C.  Strong,  J.  Schoonraaker, 
T.  Snediker,  B.  R.  Hoagland,  W. 'Brett,  J.  M.  Keese,  C.  C.  Van  Ars- 
dalen,  T.  B.  Romeyn,  M.  Nevius,  H.  Doolittle,  J.  C.  Cruikshank,  J.  A. 
Staats,  J.  S.  Himrod,  I.  C.  Boice,  S.  Rosman,  R.  Willis,  J.  A.  Lan- 
sing, J.  McCarty,  J.  N.  Voorhis,  H.  W.  Smuller,  E.  Alliger,  E.  P.  Stim- 
son,  E.  Nevius,  E.  O.  Lansing,  H.  Morris,  J.  L.  Starks,  J.  Veeder, 
J.  West,  R.  Wells,  C.  Spaulding,  A.  B.  Chittenden,  R.  P.  Lee,  J.  B. 
Ten  Eyck,  E.  Smith,  J.  Searle,  S.  M.  Woodbridge,  L.  Preston,  G. 
McCartney,  J.  J.  Quick,  0.  H.  Gregory,  S.  Crawford,  J.  T.  Lansing, 
A.  Van  Nest. — 54. 

Nays.~Q.  D.  Westbrook,  W.  B.  Crosby,  J.  D.  Littell,  A.  Bergen, 
W.  H.  Ten  Eyck,  T.  McElroy,  I.  J.  Slingerland,  H.  Slawson,  J.  M. 
Van  Buren,  A.  J.  Swits,  J.  Dubois. — 11. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

CHURCH       GOVERNMENT. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 

DOCT  RINKS     AND     MORALS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XL 

CUSTOMS     AND      USAGES, 

Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

SCHOOLS    AND    CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was 
received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  ^vas 
presented  and  referred  to  the  Conamittee  on  Education. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  appointed 
at  the  last  General  Synod  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
with  them  to  devise  a  more  efficient  system  for  our  future  educational 
operations,  (see  p.  72,)  which  was  accepted,  amended,  and  adopted  :— 

The  Committee  appointed  by  General  Synod  in  June,  1850,  to 
confer  with  the  Board  of  Education,  and  with  them  to  devise  a  raoie 
efficient  system  for  our  future  educational  operations,  and  to  lepou 
thereon  to  the  next  General  Synod,  respectfully  report : 

That,  as  tlieir  appointment  was  the  result  of  a  renewed  proposal  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  for  reducing  the  operations  of  the  Llnuc  i  m 
this  cause  to  a  more  uniform  system;  and  as  tlie  plan  so  proposed  in 
1849,  by  the  Board  of  Education,  contained  the  leading  teatures  or 
the  desired  chanrre  of  operations,  tliis  document,  together  witli  the 
several  previous  enactments  of  the  Synod  in  the  constitution  ot  tne 
Board  of  Education,  and  the  several  subsequent  modifications  tl^ereoi, 
have  been  carefully  examined  by  the  Synod's  Committee  ;  ana  iney 
were  satisfied  that  in  three  important  particulars  a  change  wa=,  ae- 

sirable :  .     ,        nc^a,\ 

1st.  If  practicable,  a  consolidation  of  the  income  ot  the  \estea 
education  funds,  and  the  collections  in  the  churches  and  indiviauai 
contributions,  so  as  to  secure  the  disbursement  of  the  same  by  one 
Board  or  E.vecutive  Committee.  ,      ,  •  j     ti  «,. 

This,  so  far  as  respects  the  income  of  the  scholarships,  and  othei 
vested  moneys  in  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Direction  ot  the  «.orpo- 
ration  of  the  General  Synod,  and  the  annual  receipts  from  collections 
and  donations,  has  long  been  practised,  by  their  payment  to  the  ireas- 
urer  of  the  Board  of  Education.  But  the  income  ot  the  Van  uen- 
schoten  and  Knox  Funds,  in  the  charge  of  the  Trustees  ot  Kutger. 
College,  has  been  paid  out,  by  their  Treasurer,  to  the  persons  to  receive 
the  same,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.^  From  this  it 
has  resulted  that  the  beneficiaries,  receiving  from  the  said  funds  in  to 
possession  of  the  Trustees  of  the  College,  have  not  been  under  the 
care  of  the  Synod's  Board  of  Education,  nor  subject  to  the  rules  oi 
that  Board,  as  to  te^ms  of  admission  to  participation  in  the  beneUts  ot 
the  funds,  or  to  the  watch  and  care  of  that  Board,  as  to  their  deport- 
ment or  pr.,gress  in  study  ;  while  those  who  received  from  the  i^duca- 
tion  Board  have  been  under  the  wholesome  supervision  and  restraints 
of  the  rules  of  the  Board.  From  this,  also,  has  resulted  tb^  pai  lal 
report  to  Synod  annually  in  respect  to  those  beneficiaries  only  who 
are  under  the  care  of  the  Board. 
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The  Synod's  Committee  took  measures,  therefore,  with  the  Board  of 
Education,  to  liave  this  matter  brought  before  the  Trustees  of  the 
College  in  the  hope  of  some  arrangement  which  would  relieve  this 
difficulty.  The  Trustees  have  considered  the  subject,  and  "respect- 
fully informed  the  Committee  that  the  terms  of  trust  upon  which  the 
Trustees  hold  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund  are  such  that  the  Board  are 
unable  to  accede  to  the  request." 

While,  therefore,  the  consolidation  of  the  income  of  these  funds, 
with  that  of  the  funds  held  by  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  Synod,  cannot  be  effected,  the  Committee  see  no  reason 
why  the  Board  of  Education  should  not  have  the  beneficiaries,  whose 
support  or  assistance  is  received  from  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox 
Funds,  placed  under  their  care  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  of  the 
Board  in  respect  to  the  supervision  of  their  deportment  and  progress 
in  study,  and  thus  be  placed  on  tlie  same  footing  with  the  other  bene- 
ficiaries. Thus  there  will  be  a  consolidation  of  interest  and  guardian- 
ship of  all  our  beneficiaries,  and  in  these  particulars  no  one  Avill  be 
favored  above  another. 

2d.  Another  modification,  deemed  important,  is  in  regard  to  the 
selection  of  beneficiaries  for  aid. 

Some  beneficiaries,  particularly  those  receiving  from  the  Van  Ben- 
schoten Fund,  must,  according  to  the  terms  of  donation,  be  individually 
recommended  by  the  Synod  to  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College;  and 
the  Synod's  recommendation  is  usually  based  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Classis  to  which  the  individual  belongs.  Others  are  aided 
by  the  Board  of  Education  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Classes, 
and  an  examination  by  the  Board  of  Education.  Tlsis  is  another 
inequality.  It  has,  moreover,  often  happened  that  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation have  been  compelled  to  decline  receiving  young  men  well  {Ap- 
proved by  the  Classes,  and  capable  of  sustaining  a  fair  examination 
before  the  Board,  on  account  of  deficiency  in  funds.  Some  of  these, 
so  refused,  Avho  might  have  proved  eminently  useful  in  the  ministry 
of  reconciliation,  have  abandoned  their  contemplated  and  previously 
cherished  purpose,  or  for  a  long  time  been  kept  back  from  prosecuting 
their  preparatory  studies. 

Strong  reasons  exist  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  and  are 
concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Education,  why  a  uniform  system  shoiild 
be  enacted  in  respect  to  the  admission  of  beneficiaries  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  money  for  their  avpport  and  education. 

If  the  claims  of  applicants  could  be  canvassed  "  in  connection,"  if 
there  were  ten  or  more,  and  funds  sufiicient  for  only  half  that  number, 
and  the  five  best  qualified  could  be  selected,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
it  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  College  and  Seminary  as  well 
as  to  the  Church. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and  the  sugges- 
tion is  higlily  approved  by  the  Synod's  Committee,  on  this  interesting 
and  vital  point  of  admission  to  beneficiary  aid,  that  the  Board  of 
Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  miglit  most  happily  be 
constituted  a  Committee  of  Examination  of  applicants  for  admission 
to  beneficiary  aid;    provided  all  the  said  applicants  be   required   to 
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meet  at  New-Brunswick  on  a  given  day.  Let  each  applicant  produce 
his  recommendation  from  his  Classis,  setting  forth  his  character, 
talents,  and  attainments ;  let  this  be  necessary  to  his  admission  to  an 
examination  before  this  Examining  Committee  ;  and  let  that  Committee 
be  furnished  by  the  Treasurers  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  of 
Rutgers  College  with  a  statement  of  the  number  of  vacancies  to  be 
filled  by  new  beneficiaries ;  and  out  of  the  whole  number  of  appli- 
cants examined  let  the  necessary  number  be  selected. 

The  expenses  of  these  applicants,  in  travelling  to  and  from  New- 
Brunswick  for  this  purpose,  should  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Education  Board  on  a  warrant  from  the  Examining  Committee. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  intrusting  of  this  matter  to  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  is  deemed 
appropriate  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  that  Board  is  consti- 
tuted. Being  composed  of  one  member  from  each  Classis,  there  would 
be  in  every  instance  some  one  of  the  Committee  acquainted  with  the 
applicants  from  the  Classis  to  which  they  belong,  and  who  would  be 
cognizant  of  the  circumstances  of  their  admission  or  rejection.  Every 
Classis  would  thus  in  due  season  be  made  acquainted  with  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  an  interest  be  awakened  in  the  cause  of  beneficiary 
education.  In  some  instances,  non-admission  of  deserving  young  men 
would  occur  from  lack  of  funds ;  and  if  that  be  the  only  reason,  some 
increased  efforts  would  most  probably  be  made  in  the  bounds  of  the 
Classis  to  which  he  belongs — especially  if  non-admission  should  only 
result  in  delaying  the  young  man's  progress. 

In  conformity  with  these  views  the  Committee  have,  with  the  Board 
of  Education,  agreed  to  recommend  to  General  Synod,  for  our  future 
operation  in  this  cause,  the  following  modified 

PLAN      OF      OPERATIONS. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  General  Synod  shall  consist  of  nine 
members,  to  be  elected  for  three  years — five  ministers  and  four  lay- 
men ;  six  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  New  -York  or 
vicinity,  and  two  in  the  city  of  New-Brunswick  ;  and  any  three  regu- 
larly convened  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
They  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  one  third  of  whom  shall  be 
elected  annually.  They  shall  have  power  to  choose  their  own  officers, 
and  have  the  immediate  care  of  all  the  beneficiaries  and  education 
interests  of  General  Synod,  including  such  beneficiaries  as  shall  receive 
support  or  assistance  from  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College ;  and  have  power  to  make 
such  by-laws  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  not  contravening  the  rules 
established  by  General  Synod ;  and  shall  annually  report  all  their  pro- 
ceedings to  General  Synod. 

With  regard  to  the  beneficiaries,  so  placed  under  the  care  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  the  following  rules  shall  be  observed  : 

1st.  The  object  of  this  Board  is  to  aid  indigent  pious  young  men 
who  are  preparing  for  the  gospel  ministry,  in  the  Literary  and  Theo- 
logical Institutions  of  the  General  Synod  at  New-Brunswick. 

2d.  Every  person  applying  to  be  received  as  a  beneficiaiy,  shall 
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produce  satisfactory  testimonials  of  his  being  a  re£(ular  member,  in 
good  standing,  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  that  he  has  been  a 
member  of  some  Protestant  Church  for  at  least  one  year  previous  to 
his  making  such  application,  and  during  that  time  has  given  satis- 
factory evidence  of  consistent  and  growing  piety ;  as  well  as  of  his 
indigence,  and  serious  desire  to  devote  himself  to  the  Christian  minis- 
try ;  and  of  his  capacity  and  aptness  to  learn,  and  promise  of  useful- 
ness in  the  Church  of  Christ.  The  above  testimonials  to  be  furnished 
by  the  minister  and  officers  of  the  church  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
the  instructors  with  whom  he  has  pursued  his  studies ;  and  if  these 
are  satisfactory,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Classis  to  which  he  belono-s, 
the  Classis  shall  admit  him  to  an  examination  before  them,  \vhich  if 
well  sustained,  such  Classis  shall  furnish  him  with  a  recommendation, 
setting  forth  his  character,  talents,  and  attainments  ;  which  recommen- 
dation shall  be  presented  to  an  Examining  Committee  to  be  appointed 
by  the  General  Synod,  and  shall  be  a  warrant  for  his  examination  by 
such  Committee  with  a  view  to  his  recommendation  by  that  Commit- 
tee to  the  Board  of  Education  for  aid  ;  and  that  no  applicant  shall  be 
received  by  the  Board  as  a  beneficiary,  until  both  examinations  shall 
have  been  satisfactorily  sustained. 

3d.  In  the  selection  and  reception  of  beneficiaries,  a  preference  shall 
be  given  to  those  that  are  unmarried ;  and  if  any  after  having  been 
received  shall  enter  into  the  marriage  state,  they  shall  thereby  forfeit 
all  further  claim  to  any  appropriation  that  has  been  made  to  them ; 
and  none  shall  be  received  who  have  not  completed,  or  who  do  not 
intend  to  complete  a  regular  course  of  collegiate  study,  unless  by 
special  direction  of  General  Synod. 

4th.  If  at  any  period  of  his  education  a  beneficiary  shall  be  found 
falling  short  of  the  proposed  standard  of  acquirement,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Board  to  withdraw  their  support ;  and  in  case  such  with- 
drawal shall  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  wilful  neglect  of  dutv, 
or  mal-conduct,  re-payment  of  what  he  shall  have  received  shall  be 
required. 

_  5th.  That  the  Board  of  Education  shall  appoint  a  Committee  to 
visit  the  beneficiaries  at  least  twice  a  year,  and  inquire  into  their  pro- 
ficiency and  diligence  in  their  studies — into  their  general  deportment 
and  Christian  walk;  and  in  case  they  have  been  deficient  in  either 
respect,  to  give  them  such  advice  and  counsel  as  the  case  requires  ; 
and  if  they  should  prove  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  gross  improprie- 
ties, or  neglect  of  duty,  or  inattention  to  their  studies,  they  shall  at  all 
times  be  liable  to  be  dismissed  by  the  Board,  and  payment  required  of 
them  for  the  moneys  advanced  to  them ;  and  in  case  of  dismissal  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board,  from  whom  such  beneficiary  has  been  receiv- 
ing his  appropriation,  shall  immediately  be  notified  to  discontinue  his 
payments. 

6th.  The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminaiy 
shall  constitute  the  Examining  Committee  referred  to  in  the  second  of 
these  rules ;  and  such  individuals  as  said  Committee  shall  select  out 
of  the  applicants  for  aid,  and  shall  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, shall  be  received  by  said  Board  under  their  care,  and  be  subject 
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to  those  rules  established  by  the  General  Synod,  and  to  such  by-laws 
as  the  Board  of  Education  shall  adopt. 

'/th  The  Examining  Committee  shall  meet  in  New-Brunswick  annu- 
ally durincr  their  annual  session  as  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of 
the  TheoloVical  Seminary ;  and  all  the  applicants  for  beneficiary  aid 
shall  then  and  there  present  themselves  for  the  required  examination. 

8th  The  Board  of  Education  shall  direct  their  Treasurer  to  pay 
the  travelling  expenses  of  the  applicants  for  aid,  on  a  warrant  from  the 
Examining  Committee,  duly  certified. 

9th    In  order  that  the  Examining  Committee  may  know  how  many 

beneficiaries  can   with   propriety  be  received  under  the  care  of  the 

Board  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  coramumcate 

to  the' Examining  Committee,  at  the  opening  of  their  annual  session, 

the  number  of  vacancies  on  the  several  scholarships,  and  the  number 

of  new  beneficiaries  they  can  reasonably  expect  to  sustain  during  the 

year     And  to  secure  from  the  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College  a  state- 

;        raent  of  the  like  character,  as  to  the  number  of  vacancies  on  the  Van 

\       Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,  the  Examining  Committee  shall  apply 

'\      in  due  season  to  the  said  Treasurer. 

k  To  facilitate  the  organization  of  the  Board  under  this  plan,  it  is  not 
necessary  now  to  elect  an  entire  Board.  The  proposed  arrangement 
can  be  readily  effected  by  the  Synod's  declaring  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Education  who  were  elected  in  June,  1849,  and  June,  18o0, 
members  of  the  Board  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  terms  for 
which  they  were  respectively  elected,  viz. :  Rev.  J.  Knox  D.D  ,  i5. 
Livingston  Kip,  and  Horatio  P.  Allen,  Esqs.,  for  one  year  from  June 
1851^  Rev  Drs  Vermilye  and  Van  Vranken,  and  Abraham  V  an  iNest, 
Esq  ,  for  two  years  from  June,  1851  ;  and  electing  three  members  for 
three  years  from  June,  1851,  of  whom  two  must  be  from  New-York 
or  vicinity,  and  one  from  New-Brunswick,  in  place  of  Rev.  Dr.  J .  h. 
Hardenbergh  and  James  Romeyn,  and  President  Frelinghuysen,  whose 
term  of  service  now  expires.  ,      ,     ,•         r  *i     f  i 

The  Committee  also  recommend  the  renewed  adoption  of  the  lol- 
lowing  resolution,  to  be  placed  on  the  minutes  in  immediate  connec- 
tion with  the  present  Plan  of  Operations  •  ,  ,,  m  i  • 
Besolved,  That  the  Professors  both  in  the  College  and  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  be  requested  to  act  as  special  guardians  over  the  bene- 
ficiaries, while  pursuing  tlieir  studies,  and  to  forward  at  the  close  of 
each  session  a  statement  of  their  attainments  and  deportment  not  only 
to  the  Board  of  Education,  but  also  to  the  several  Classes  by  whom 
thev  have  been  respectively  recommended.                 ,  ,      .  .  m 

The  Committee,  having  had  several  meetings,  and  having  carefully 
searched  into  the  subject  matters  intrusted  to  them  cheerfully  submit 
the  result  of  their  labors  to  the  superior  wisdom  of  the  Creneral  bynod. 

BENJAillX  C.  TAYLOR,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  future  recommendations  of  beneficiaries  for  aid 
from  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,  by  the  General  Synod, 
to  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  such  recommendation  shall  take 
effect  only  after  the  persons  so  recommended  shall  have  passed  the 
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examinations  required  in  the  Plan  of  Operations  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, as  now  adopted  by  General  Synod. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  appointed 
in  relation  to  the  preparation  of  a  tract  on  the  education  of  young 
men  for  the  gospel  ministry,  (see  p.  71,)  which  was  accepted  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Committee  on  the  Tract  on  the  Education  of  Young  Men  for 
the  Gospel  Ministry  beg  leave  to  report ; 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  duty  with  which  they  were  charged. 
A  tract  has  been  prepared  at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  by  the 
Kev.  Dr.  Hutton,  long  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
stereotyped,  and  a  large  edition  printed,  which  is  now  in  preparation 
for  an  extensive  circulation  among  the  churches.  The  Committee  are 
happy  in  commending  this  tract  to  the  attention  and  careful  reading 
of  their  brethren,  believing  that  it  will  be  found  well  adapted  to  the 
state  of  feeling  on  the  subject  in  our  churches,  and  likely  to  accom- 
plish, in  a  considerable  degret.-,  the  end  in  view. 

The  stereotype  plates  will  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  for  future  use;  a  very  small) additional  expense  will  at  any 
time  supply  another  edition.  After  (j>aying  the  necessary  cost  of 
publication,  fifty  dollars  of  tlio  sum  gi.ven  have  been^laced  with  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educaticyi,  to  be  apjuied  towards  the 
expenses  of  an  agent  in  behalf  oi^  tli«  same  cause^-  The  Committee 
earnestly  hope  that  the  General  SyndQ  will  see  proper  to  clothe  the 
Board  of  Education  with  po^r  t»'"  ajjpoint  tempj^rary  agencies  of 
ministers  to  visit  the  churches,  to  a\^iRien  and  cheffsh-  better  views  on 
the  subject  than  we  fear  haTO^pAvailed.  It  i^'l[)eji<5\-ed  that  such 
agencies  can  be  enjoyed  fron^tin^^to  time  witoojlf  any  other  cost  to 
the  Board  than  the  payment  ir^ecefssjtjfif  travelling»Ji^ffenses. 

The  kind  donor  of  the  mo^y.for'J^e  t^ct,  deep]/ interested  in  the 
whole  subject  of  Christian  c^-^well  as'mwfsterial  education,  has  pro- 
posed to  supply  the  Synod  with  sonie  choice  publications  of  a  sister 
Church  on  the  subject,  of  tvhich»Sife  as^s  the  acceptance  of  Synod. 
A  further  supply  of  the  same  jvill  be  left  with  th,9^ev.  Dr.  Hutton, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Educatii^'iq^  gratui£«fus  circulation. 
Respectfully  submittw;l,  in^J^alf^j^liw  Committee. 

^'     ]^AA'9^5|piS,  Chairman. 

Neio -York,  June  Sd,  ISol.  *     at  :J^    M     '        ^ 

^■-  i/^  ^  ^ 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Re^rt^f  4k#  General  Synod's  Board  of 
Sabbath-school  Union  wa/j-e6eived,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education.  "- 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Education  present  the  following  report : 

The  report  to  the  General  Synod,  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
gives  us  the  gratifying  results  of  their  labor,  research,  and  assiduity, 
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in  a  cause  which  cannot  fail  in  securing  the  parental  and  fostering 
attention  of  all  the  churches  under  our  care.  .     .  -r,,       ,■ 

The  completion  of  a  plan  of  operations  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  now  confirmed  by  the  General  Synod,  strengthens  our  confidence 
in  these  brethren ;  and  invites  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  ministers 
and  friends  of  the  Church  in  encouraging  and  sustaining  pious,  zea  ous, 
and  warm-hearted  young  men  in  prosecuting  and  completing  their 
preparatory  discipline  for  entering  upon  the  responsible  woij  of  the 
Sstry  of  reconciliation ;  and  we  would  recommend  to  this  Synod  to 
ffive  to  this  faithful  and  successful  Board  such  discretionary  power  in 
the  appointment  of  such  temporary  agencies  as  they  may  de^m  neces- 
sary to  rouse  the  churches  to  a  more  efficient  course  of  action  on  the 
vital  subiect  of  religious  and  ministerial  education  ;  but  let  the  expense 
of  such  Agencies  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  moneys  placed  at 

^^^WeXiSe  to  learn  that  there  are  already  so  many  scholarships  for 
the  enlistment  of  young  men  among  the  sons  of  th«.  P^opbets ;  and  it 
is  narticulariy  gratifying  to  us  all  to  hear  the  voice  of  a  beloved 
broC  stl  s^peihin/to^he  friends  of  the  Church  of  ^^  ^^^^ 
he  had  finished  his  course,  in  the  Proposition  by  a  nend  of  the  Chuich 
as  well  as  of  that  departed  brother,  to  establish  the  "Cuyler  Scholar- 

'^Thlt  friend  has  already  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Educa- 
tion Board  the  sum  of  8125,  to  pay  for  the  support  of  one  ben  fimry 
for  the  ensuing  year,  with  the  assurance  of  the  payment  annually  of 
he  same  amoJnl  until  the  time  he  will  have  deposited  the  principa 
sufficient  for  the  funding  of  that  scholarship.  The  benevolent  donor 
has  rendered  us  a  double  service,  by  connectmg  this  generous  act_  with 
a  nar^e  which  we  have  long  loved,  and  will  love  to  remember  in  all 


'  W  rii     eTp  ct  to  the  deposit  made  by  Mr.  Samuel  SchefFeln,  of 
8100,  for  the  estabhshment'of  a  parochial  school  in  the  Du  ch  Chuich 
we  recommend  the  investment  of   said  sum  untd  ^ucn  time  as  the 
Synod  shall  have  more  light  and  more  means  in  their  possession  to 
pflrvv  nnt  the  views  of  the  benevolent  donor. 

wVwou  d  x'commend  to  the  Synod  the  placing  of  the  other  sum  o 
S50  pi^sented  by  the  same  individual,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of 
EducaJion    to  b7  expended  by  them  in  investigating  and  promoting 

^hfiw  daut'of'^-i'^g  in  the  successful  operations  of 
thiltndultrious  Bo  rd  and  in\he  lumber  and  Christian  deportnjent, 
S^eUas'the  intellectual  proficiency,  of  the  yo^U^^^^'^Z 
care-  and  there  is  a  reasonable  ground  for  the  Synod  s  assurance  to 

Sat  Board  of  the  helping  hands  of  f  ^  t'"';- '"^'^'^ti^n ' 
school  of  the  prophets  and  the  cause  of  Christian  education. 

The  Sabbath-school  Board  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  is  pro- 
.ressincrapidly,  and  must  be  as  efficiently  encouraged  and  extended  as 
fry  other  Enterprise  in  connection  with  Christian  education. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CORNELIUS  D.  WESTBROOK,  (Mirman. 
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The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded 
to  fill  the  phices  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education  whose  term  of 
service  has  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the 
following  were  chosen,  viz. :  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.D.,  David 
D.  Demarest,  and  Mr.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Sjmod  proceeded 
to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General 
Synod's  Sabbath-school  Union,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 
On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected, 
viz. :  Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  D.D.,  John  M.  Macauley,  John  Gosman, 
D.D.,  Garret  I.  Garretson,  James  Roraeyn ;  and  Messrs.  John  I. 
Brower,  Charles  Van  Wyck,  Jacob  Brinckerhoff,  Horatio  P.  Allen, 
Daniel  R.  Suydam,  Thomas  Earle,  and  James  Anderson. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

RUTGERS      COLLEGE. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Rutgers  College,  which  was  accepted  and  adopted  : — 

"  The  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College"  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  as  their  first  annual  report  to  the  General  Synod,  viz. : 

The  Committee  on  Rutgers  College  early  met  after  their  appoint- 
ment, and  organized  by  the  choice  of  Isaac  Ferris  as  Chairman,  and 
Benjamin  C.  Taylor  as  Secretary.  The  term  of  service  of  the  mem- 
bers was  found  to  be  as  follows  :  Isaac  Ferris  for  three  years  ;  Thomas 
M.  Strong  and  Daniel  P.  Ingrahara,  two  years ;  and  Benjamin  C. 
Taylor  and  Wm.  C.  Miller,  one  year. 

The  first  business  of  the  Committee  was  to  ascertain  the  purposes 
of  their  appointment,  and  note  the  several  subjects  referred  to  them. 
Then,  as  one  of  the  first  steps  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  they 
communicated  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  the  organization  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  its  readiness  to  receive  any  communication  from  the 
Trustees  on  the  subjects  referred  to  them,  or  to  confer  with  any  similar 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

It  will  be  found,  on  reference  to  pages  89  and  90  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  last  Synod,  that  three  subjects  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  this 
Committee,  to  wit :  1.  The  perfection  of  the  title  in  the  deed  of  the 
Trustees  to  the  Synod,  and  consequent  on  this  the  completion  of  the 
legal  instrument  given  by  the  Board  of  Corporation  to  the  Trustees, 
where  found  requisite.  2.  The  due  appointment  of  Dr.  Van  Vranken 
as  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  College.  3.  The  investment  of  the 
Van  Benschoten  Fund. 

As  to  the  first,  this  Committee  were  required  to  act  in  concert  with 

the  Board  of  Corporation.     A  joint  meeting  was  held  accordingly,  and 

the  President  of  the  Corporation,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  appointed  to  bring 

the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Trustees  of  the  College.     In  reply, 

13 
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the  following  document  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Board, 

furnished  by  their  order :  ,       ,  ,  i  m      ,      ,i . 

At  .  meetinc^  of  tbe  Board  of  Trustees  of  llutgers  CoUcge  held  Tuesday,  the 

At  a  meeLiu^  vi  i  +i,„  fniiowino- resolution -vras  adopted: 

2Ttli  of  May  ms  .,  A. D  1 85 ' '  ^^'f^l^d'iSrmaUties  in  the  certificate  of  the 

Eesohed,  That  in  regaid  to  the  ^"PP"^,^  ^    ^^^        and  premises,  thw 

execution  of  the  Trustees'  dec^  to  ft c^&}uo^dfr^^^h^^  Ld  especially 

Board  are  of  opimon  *atn<^thmgthei.mcanmv^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

after  the  peaceable  P^^^f  ^^".."..t  by  tTe  Trustees  in  the  Declaration  of  Trast 

repeated  --&--;--  ^^Zs^i  ft^e  eases  taken  from  the  Synod  for  the  Pres- 

Jiesoivea-,  i-BM  a  cup^  ui  i  +  ,,,„  rv,iipo-P  the  ILev  Dr.  Taylor. 

-¥Srir^^:eS;^^oi-f^  of  Trustees  of  Kut- 

gers  College,  at  a  -^ J^^|^^X;^^^S;:KdH:  Secretary  of  ike  Trustee. 

Keic-Brunsw!clc,  May  21th,  A.-D.IS01. 

f-^„  of  tbP  Eoard  vour  Committee  deem  satisfactory  in  the 
This  action  ^^  ^a^ J^oaid  you  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^__^  ^^^     ^^^^^^^ 

*  -,1   fil,.  thp  same  for  any  future  reference.  _ 

tees,  will  file  "^^/'^^^^'^^  your  Committee  have  received  no  com- 

SLfo^;'-;  K^S'sTolC  b;  ^.X^^tL.,  as  U,e  S.nod  have 

'''JT'lrthh-nubiect  tl,e  investment  of  the  Tan  Bensehoten  Fund, 
rtU  t^ee  htrnothing  definite  to  report.    Some  inqu.nes  have 
IZ  SuSd  in "eference^o  the  matter,  and  these  ,v,U  be  pursued, 
when  furtlier  action  will  be  had. 

All  which  is  respectfully  -bmj,'^^^^^^^ 

THOS.  M.  STRONG, 
BENJAMIN  0.  TAYLOR,  \  Comnultee. 
D.  P.  INGRAHAM, 
W.  C.  MILLER,  J 

J^-ew -York,  2d  June,  1S61. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded 

to  fill  the  places  of  those  in   the    Standing  Committee  on  Rutgera 

•      CoUe-e  whise  term  of  service  had  expired.     On  counting  the  krots, 

H  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.D.,  and  Mr.  William 

r   MiUer,  were  chosen.  ^  .    .-  ■  j     i 

»,»!«<!  That  should  any  individual.,  or  company  of  mdividuals, 
consi  tory.'or  church,  pay  over  to  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Cor- 
TorSon  of  General  Synod  the  sum  of  not  less  than  five  hundred 
do  la  s  as  principal,  to  be  invested  and  kept  at  interest,  to  constitute 
lt2n  scholarship-the  income  of  such  scholarship  to.be  pa.d  over 
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to  the  Tiustces  of  Rutgers  College  as  tuition  fees — tlie  donor  or 
donors  shall  be  entitled  in  perpetuity,  if  desired,  to  nominate  the 
scholar  to  bo  educated  on  said  scholarsln'p ;  and  that  the  Trustees  of 
Rutgers  College  be  requested  to  receive  and  educute  sucli  scholar  on 
the  same  terms  as  a  pupil  oa  any  similar  scholarship  endowed  and 
intrusted  to  the  care  of  said  Trustees. 

ARTICLE  XIY. 

PROFESSORATE. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Professor 
McClelland,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate : 

j^ew-Bruxswick,  June  1,  1851. 
General  Synod  of  the  ^Reformed  Dutch  Church  : 

Dear  Brethren: — After  long  sufl'ering  from  a  disease  of  the  head 
and  nervous  system,  I  have  resolved  to  make  the  experiment  of  travel- 
ling, with  a  faint  hope  of  leaving  it  somewhere  behind  me;  and 
accordingly  hereby  resign  my  office  of  Professor  in  your  Theological 
Institution.  I  might  have  indulged  a  hope,  perhaps,  that  after  a  service 
of  twenty  years,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  I  have  not  lost  that 
number  of  lectui'es  and  recitations,  a  temporary  leave  of  absence  would 
be  granted  ;  but  unwiUingness  to  occasion  a  break  in  the  reo-ular 
studies  of  the  Seminary  Avhich  might  be  somewhat  protracted^  has 
induced  me  to  adopt  a  more  decided  measure.  My  determination  has 
been  strengthened  by  the  harassing  labor  to  which  I  am  constantly 
subjected  as  sole  teacher  of  Hebrew,  Ancient  Geography,  Antiquities, 
etc.  <tc.  The  other  duties  of  my  department  are  of  the  most 
agreeable  and  interesting  character.  But  two  hours  a  day,  spent  in 
mere  elementary  drilling.  Would  try  the  health  and  patience  of  one 
much  more  highly  gifted  in  these  respects  than  myself.  The  employ- 
ment of  a  tutor,  at  my  own  expense,  at  one  time  suo-o-ested  itself  as  a 
remedy  to  the  evil ;  but  I  was  deterred  from  proppsino-  the  measure 
by  a  fear  that  it  miglit  be  considered  an  undesirable  innovation. 

With  these  views  of  the  subject,  I  have  concluded  to  surrender  the 
whole  trust  into  younger  and  more  vigorous  hands.  I  would  do  in- 
justice to  my  feelings  if  I  closed  this  communication  without  express- 
ing a  grateful  sense  of  the  kindness  which  I  have  experienced  from 
your  venerable  body  during  our  connection  together.  It  is  eno-raved 
on  ray  heart,  and  will  never  be  forgotten. 

Fervently  invoking  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  important  interests 
committed  to  your  charge,  and  especially  on  "  the  school  of  the 
prophets"  with  which  is  bound  up  so  much  of  the  Church's  hope  for 
the  future,  I  remain,  dear  brethren. 

Yours  in  Christian  bonds,  and  with  the  greatest  respect, 

ALEX.  McCLELLAJS'D. 
I  am  happy  to  state  that  full  provision  has  been  made  for  bringincr 
the  classes  to  the  point  which  they  usually  attain  at  the  end  of  the 
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year  All  the  heavy  work  is  completed,  and  the  short  time  that 
intervenes  before  examination  is  spent  in  revmon.  Nor  will  there  be 
any  interruption  of  the  daily  exercises.  Well  qualified  members  o 
the  jrraduating  class  will  meet  their  junior  brethren  at  all  the  usual 
hours  My  departure,  therefore,  a  short  time  before  the  close  of  the 
session,  will  not  produce  the  smallest  inconvenience. 

A  communication  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Professor  McClelland  to 
the  Board  of  Corporation  was  also  presented,  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported  upon  the  above 
communications,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : — 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report 

'"^  That' they  have  ^iven  their  best  consideration  to  the  papers  con- 
nected  with  the  resignation  of  the  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  m 
our  Seminary,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the   following  resolu- 

'T  'Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  circumstances  assigned  by  the  Pro- 
fessor as  the  cause  of  his  desire  to  withdraw  from  his  post  to  wit,  his 
protracted  absence  in  Europe,  and  the  enfeebled  state  of  his  health, 
his  resio-nation  be  reluctantly  accepted. 

2  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  in  paying 
the  salary  of  Professor  McClelland  for  the  quarter  endmg  in  August, 
be  and  hereby  is  cordially  confirmed.  . 

3  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Synod  take  pleasure  m  record- 
ins  their  testimony  to  the  unsurpassed  ability,  fidelity,  and  success  of 
the  Professor  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
their  great  regret  at  losing  his  invaluable  services,  and  their  hearty 
ffood  wishes  for  his  prosperous  voyage  and  return  to  his  country,  tor 
the  restoration  of  his  health,  and  for  his  future  and  long-continued 
usefulness  in  the  Church  of  the  living  God. 

T.  W.  CHAMBERS,  Chairman. 

Synod  proceeded  to  appoint  a  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  in 
the  place  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  McClelland,  whose  resignation  has  been 

accepted.  , .     ,      .       r. 

A  number  of  candidates  for  the  Professorship  havmg  been  nomi- 
nated, and  said  nominations  being  by  ballot  reduced  to  three,  on  a 
succeeding  day,  after  a  season  spent  in  special  prayer.  Synod  proceeded 
to  elect  a  Professor.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the 
Kev   WilUam  H.  Campbell,  D.D.,  was  elected.     Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Rev.  William  H.  Campbell,  D.D., 
be  and  hereby  is  appointed  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  in  the 
Theoloo-ical  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church.      ^ 

Resolved,  That  an  instrument  certifying  the  appointment  and  speci- 
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fying  the  duties  of  tlie  office  be  signed  in  the  presence  of  the  General 
Synod  by  the  President  thereof,  and  by  him  be  given  in  the  name  of 
the  Church  to  the  Professor  elect. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  Professor  elect  be  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  the  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  be  inaugurated 
into  his  office  on  Wednesdaj^  the  first  day  of  October  next,  at  11 
o'clock  A.M.,  in  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  church  in  New-Brunswick; 
and  that  in  addition  to  the  inaugural  address  to  be  delivered  on  that 
occasion  by  the  Professor  elect,  the  Rev.  Duncan  Kennedy,  D.D.,  be 
and  hereby  is  appointed  to  preside  and  to  deliver  a  sermon,  and  the 
Rev.  Geoi-ge  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  to  deliver  a  charge  to  the  Professor; 
and  that  the  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D.,  be  secundus  to  the  Rev. 
Duncan  Kennedy,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.D.,  secundus 
to  Rev.  G.  W.  Bethune,  D.D. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  Synod,  and  the  Rev.  Benjamin  C. 
Taylor,  and  the  Elder  W.  B.  Crosby,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to 
wait  on  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Campbell,  D.D.,  to  inform  him  of  his  election, 
and  obtain  from  him  his  decision  on  the  subject,  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  Committee  reported  that  they  had  waited  on  tlie  Professor 
elect,  and  that  at  their  request  he  would  in  person  attend  the  Synod  and 
announce  his  decision. 

In  accordance  with  this  arrangement,  the  Professor  elect  appeared  in 
Synod  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  session,  and  declared 
his  acceptance  of  the  appointment  of  the  General  Synod  as  their  Pro- 
fessor of  Biblical  Literature. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Jeremiah  White- 
nack,  Peter  Spader,  and  John  StoothotF,  be  a  Committee  to  aid 
Professor  Campbell  in  his  removal  to  New- Brunswick,  and  that  the 
Treasurer  of  General  Synod  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  same. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  amended,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  beg  leave  further  to  report : 
I.  The  permanent  funds  of  the  Church  continue  to  be,  as  they  ever 
have  been,  safely  secured  and  carefully  managed ;  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  learn  that  nearly  six  thousand  dollars  of  the  subscriptions  toward 
the  Third  Professorship  have  been  paid  during  the  year.  Tlie  warm 
thanks  of  the  Church  are  due  to  the  Board  of  Direction  for  their 
unwearied  care  and  diligence  in  this  matter.  The  efforts  made,  accord- 
ing to  the  direction  of  the  last  General  Synod,  for  the  liquidation  of 
the  debt  which  has  embarrassed  our  operations  for  several  years  past, 
have  been  attended  with  much  success.      The  greater  number  of  the 
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Cla==ses  and  churches  have  contributed  promptly  and  cheerfully;  and 
vom-  Committee  recommend  that  a  list  of  them,  with  the  sums  P aid 
be  et  forth  at  length  in  the  Chrisiian  IntelUrjencer.  But  while  the 
thole  amount  assessed  on  the  churches  is  85,600,  ^  ^^  «-™  ^^^"^.  ^^^ 
^aid  in  reaches  only  U,ISV 52.  It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  desired 
fhatrWhe'  which  have  been  deficient  will  at  once  come  up  to 
he  work,  and  discharge  the  obligation.  This  is  the  more  necessary, 
becare  the  Board  ha've  need  of  all  the  f-d%-^-\--.  ^'St 
The  contino-ent  expenses  of  the  present  year  are  to  be  met  an  extra 
oi^dmlrv  expendit  ire  of  $400  is  required  by  a  subsequent  section  of 
titTepoiT-^and  besides  these  facts,  the  state  of  the  money  market 
has  compelled  the  Board  to  submit  to  a  reduction  of  f-  ra  e  of  mter- 
est  from  seven  to  six  per  cent.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  this  is 
not  the  time  for  any  of  our  churches  to  falter  _      .  „„„.,;^  for 

The  note  of  Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn  has  remained  unpaid  tor 
several  years,  and  will  be  outlawed  during  the  ensuing  autumn,  ihe 
Con  mitlee  r;cotnmend  that  the  Board  of  Direction  be  autiionzed  to 
effect  a  final  settlement  of  this  note,  on  the  best  terms  practicable, 

^1in;;:E^has  heretofore  been  ent.tained,  on  the  pai.  c. 
the  Synod'Fn  regard  to  a  defect  in  the  deed  of  the  ^^  ^^^  Prope  y 
from  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  the  General  Synod.  The  Committee 
•eioLe  to  learn  from  the  Board  of  Direction  that  a  resolution  covering 
hi  w^ole  ground,  in  the  most  satisfactory  "---^^as  been  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees.  A  copy  of  this  resolution  ill  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College         _ 

II  The  report  of  the  Board  of 'Superintendents  of  our  Seminary 
.peaks  warmly  0  its  prosperous  state.  One  of  the  students,  a  youth 
?eW  or  his  own^and^iis  father's  sake,  has  been  removed  to  he 
^^ter's  service  on  high.  The  Committee  observe  -^^.  fX\  ^^^ 
small  number  of  students  in  the  Junior  Class,  -"^^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^t 
that  the  Church  will  soon  send  very  many  more  o  ^  ons  to  profit 
by  the  enlarged  and  precious  privileges  of  «f  ^J^^^^^'^S'^f  J^r^-^^^^^^^^^ 
Board  represent  to  the  Synod,  on  the  part  of  the  Professor  of  Biblical 
Srature,  "  a  deficiency  of  exegetical  books  and  other  convenience, 
for  tlie  comfort  of  the  students  in  the  lecture-room;  ^^^^'^rZ^ 
tay  request  this  body  to  supply  ^^^^:^'^^:^ 
riuroo-^e  an  appropriation  of  four  hundied  aouars.  xuc 
?acommend  Z  L  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  ^e  au^-nzed  to 
draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  a  sum  not  exceedmg  $400, 
for  tlie  objects  mentioned,  if  the  funds  be  in  hand. 

in.  i).p^.^.s-a^/.«..-Mr.  Joseph  Scudder  a  member  ^^  f^^  P^^^^"' 
Senior  Class,  being  precluded  by  protracted  illne.s  f/o"^  l^e  ^lOF  of 
anpeiring  with  his  dass  for  the  final  examination  before  the  Boaid  of 
■  sre  ntfnd  n  s  in  July  next,  desires  the  privilege  of  presenting  him- 
seK  for  examination  by  the  Professors  at  some  other  time  during  the 
vlrwitT  the  view,  upon  his  obtaining  their  certificate,  of  appeanng 
re?o;e^^  Class  s  to  be  examined  foi^  licensure.  His  apphc^ition  is 
cordially  commended  by  the  Theological  Professors,  and  the  Commit- 
tee advise  that  the  request  be  granted. 
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A  paper  signed  by  two  ministers  of  the  Classis  of  Geneva  has  been 
refened  to  us,  stating-  that  a  request  for  a  dispensation  was  sent  up  by 
that  Classis  to  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  but  unfortunately  was 
overlooked  by  that  body.  The  request  is  that  the  Classis  may  have 
leave  to  examine  ^fr.  Adrian  K.  Kasse,  with  a  view  to  his  licensure 
and  ordination  if  found  qualified.  Mr.  Kasse  is  a  Hollander,  who  has 
studied  Theology  for  several  years  in  Holland,  and  who  during  his  two 
years'  residence  in  this  country  has  given  evidence,  fully  satisfactory  to 
his  countrymen  at  Pultneyville,  of  his  piety  and  ability  to  teach.  In 
view  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Committee  are 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  request  should  be  granted. 

IV,  In  regard  to  the  time  when  the  salary  of  the  new  Professor  shall 
commence,  the  Committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  it 
should  begin  on  September  1st,  that  is,  at  the  point  of  time  when  the 
salary  of  the  late  Professor  is  to  cease. 

V.  Nine  young  men  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  Van  Benscho- 
ten  and  Knox  Funds  during  the  past  year,  and  two  of  these  will  be 
applicants  for  licensure  during  the  coming  summer.  One  person 
is  recommended  by  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  and  another  by  the 
Classis  of  Schoharie,  to  receive  aid  from  these  Funds.     Wherefore, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  recommended  for  the  desired  aid. 
All  v/hich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

TALIBOT  Yv'.  CHAMBERS,  Chairman. 

Synod  proceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary  whose  term  of  service  had 
expired.  Nominations  were  received  from  the  Classes  of  Schenectady, 
Passaic,  Montgomery,  Philadelphia,  Greene,  and  South  Classis  of  New- 
York,  which  were  confirmed.  •  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  to  report  double  the  number  of  persons  from  whom  to 
choose  members  for  those  Classes  who  have  not  nominated.  The 
Committee  reported,  and  the  election  took  place  accordingly.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  persons  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of 
Superintendents  :  Rev.  John  M.  Van  Buren,  John  Van  Liew,  William 
J.  R.  Taylor,  Horace  Doolittle,  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D.,  Oscar  IT. 
Gregory,  and  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.  The  Rev.  Abraham  V.  Wyckoff* 
was  chosen  in  place  of  Rev.  D.  Murdock,  D.D,,  resigned. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

STUDENTS     IN     THEOLOGY. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

CHURCH     VISITATIONS. 

Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XVII. 

PREVAILING     SINS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

MISSIONS. 

The  primarius  and  secundus  appointed  to  preach  the  sermon  on  Do- 
mestic Missions  having  stated  to  the  Synod  the  reason  why  it  was 
not  in  their  power  to  fulfil  this  duty,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Porter  be  requested  to  preach  a  ser- 
mon on  this  subject. 

In  conformity  with  the  above  request,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Porter  preached 
a  sermon  on  the  subject  of  Domestic  Missions,  on  the  evening  of  the 
second  day  of  the  session,  from  Joshua  xiii.  1  :  "There  remaineth 
very  much  land  to  be  j^ossessed." 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Porter  for  his  sermon,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  the  same,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions 
for  publication. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was 
presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  of 
the  General  Synod  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  was  pre- 
sented, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

Accompanying  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  was 
the  Report  of  the  City  Missionary  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  sermon  on  Foreign  Missions  be  preached  in  the 
North  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  this  city. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
F.  M.,  in  relation  to  the  embarrassment  experienced  in  not  being  able 
to  obtain  missionaries  for  the  Borneo  and  Amoy  Missions,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

At  the  request  of  the  General  Synod,  the  Rev.  William  H.  Steele, 
missionary  from  Borneo,  delivered  an  address  on  the  subject  of  Foreign 
Missions  on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  session,  in  the  Mid- 
dle Reformed  Dutch  Church. 
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The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted, 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  on  Missions  Avould  respectfully  report  as  follows  : — 

I.  FOREIGN  IVIISSIONS. 

The  whole  subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  so  far  as  they  are  connected 
with  our  own  Church,  demands  our  most  serious  and  devout  practical 
consideration.  In  surveying  the  fields  which  we  have  occupied,  the 
efforts  we  have  made  to  plant  the  standard  of  the  cross  on  heathen 
shores,  the  reverses  we  have  met,  and  the  present  perplexities  which 
environ  our  missionary  enterprises,  it  behooves  us  to  look  intently  to 
the  Source  of  all  wisdom  for  direction  in  respect  to  the  course  here- 
after to  be  pursued. 

The  Araor  station  has  during  the  past  year  been  visited  with 
encouragintx  tokens  of  the  Divine  favor.  These  have  cheered  the  mis- 
sionaries  in  their  toil,  and  should  stimulate  brethren  at  home  to  larger 
efforts  in  behalf  of  the  heathen  world.  Eight  Chinese  have  been 
induced,  through  the  instrumentality  of  our  missionaries,  to  renounce 
their  ancestral  religion  and  confess  the  Lord  Jesus.  The  chapel  is  visited 
by  increasing  numbers  on  every  Lord's  day,  among  whom  are  some 
who  seem  to  be  earnest  seekers  of  the  way  of  life.  The  school  con- 
nected with  the  mission  is  attended  by  a  larger  number  of  scholars 
than  at  any  former  period,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  station 
appears  promising  and  prosperous. 

Yet  the  very  prosperity  which  has  been  secured  to  it,  in  the  Divine 
providence,  should  reprove  us  for  the  comparatively  limited  force 
employed  in  that  broad  and  inviting  field.  Amoy  being  a  great  com- 
mercial mart,  whence  evangelical  influences  may  be  transmitted  to  all 
parts  of  the  empire,  affords  every  encouragement  to  missionary  labor ; 
and  with  such  encouragements  to  incite  to  increased  effort,  should  we 
not,  as  a  Church,  look  intently  to  heaven,  and  pray  the  Lord  of  the 
hai'vest  to  raise  up  additional  laborers?  Brothers  Doty  and  Talraage 
have  sent  their  appeals  to  the  churches  at  home  for  help.  Are  there 
none  within  our  bounds  ready  to  forsake  all  the  associations  and  posses- 
sions of  home,  for  Christ's  sake  and  the  gospel  ? 

"With  respect  to  the  Borneo  Mission,  we  are  brought  by  the  provi- 
dence of  God  into  a  state  not  only  of  anxiety  but  of  doubt.  That 
field  has  been  endeared  to  our  sympathies  by  the  toils  and  self-denials 
of  some  who  through  faith  and  patience  have  already  inherited  the 
promises  ;  as  also  by  the  appeals  of  one  who  is  with  us  this  day,  as  the 
representative  of  the  Dyaks.  The  question  now  is  forced  upon  us, 
Shall  we  permanently  abandon  that  field  of  labor?  or  shall  we  aim  to 
arouse  the  missionary  spirit  among  our  churches  and  in  our  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  that  peradventure  men  may  be  secured  to  enter  this  wide 
and  effectual  door  ? 

It  would  seem  as  if  prudential  as  well  as  conscientious  considera- 
tions should  urge  upon  us  an  earnest  and  united  effort  to  re-occupy 
that  field.  It  would  be  a  melancholy  reflection  for  us  to  entertain,  that 
we  had  set  the  first  example  of  retreat  from  the  contest  with  heathen- 
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.o^.  Has  God  there  raised  up  any  insuperable  barriers  to  our  ulti- 
mate success  ?  Have  there  not,  on  the  contrary,  been  signal  evi- 
dences of  the  Divine  favor  bestowed  upon  the  labors  of  our  missiona- 
ries ?  and  should  we  not  rather  reproach  ourselves  for  our  want  of 
faith  and  zeal,  than  endeavor  to  find ,  providential  obstacles  to  deter 
from  future  exertions  to  reduce  the  inhabitants  of  Borneo  to  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  cross  ?  .    , 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  means  to  sustain  the  Borneo  Mission  are 
not  wanting.  And  as  brother  Steele  will  probably  return  to  the  scenes 
of  his  former  labor,  may  not  prayers  to  God  and  entreaties  with  men 
avail  to  secure  some  devoted  and  well-qualified  bretlueri  to  accompany 

him  thither  ?  ■  •      ■    /•  o    i 

The  Committee  feel  that  if  faith  in  the  covenant  promises  of  God 
and  love  unfeigned'  for  the  glory  of  Christ  could  be  more  deeply 
implanted  within  the  hearts  of  our  theological  students,  the  cry  for 
laborers  would  not  be  long  unanswered.  And  may  we  not  hope  that 
some  Martyh,  or  Morrison,  or  Abeel  may  soon  appear  to  offer  himself, 
with  others,  as  a  living  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  missionary  effort  ? 
It  must  rest,  however,  very  much  upon  the'  pastors  of  our  churches,  to 
promote  in  every  proper  way — by  conversHtion,  by  appeals  from  the 
desk,  by  concerts  for  prayer,  and  by  the  diffusion  of  missionary  intelli- 
gence among  their  people — a  deep  and  steady  increase  of  interest  m 
behalf  of  a  perishing  world,  and  especially  in  behalf  of  the  missions 
attached  to  our  Hhurch.  A  paper  from  the  Prudential  Committee  of 
the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee,  which  paper  is 
designed  to  call  the  attention  of  the'Synod  to  the  terms  of  theoriginal 
compact,  according  to  which  our  connection  with  that  body  is  to  be 
regulated,  and  invites  this  Synod  to  an  expression  of  its  views  in  refer- 
ence to  certain  matters  pertaining  to  that  connection. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  original  terms  of  agreement 
have  been  proved,  by  eighteen  years'  experience,  to  be  just  and  benefi- 
cial. They  have  occasioned  no  unchristian  jars  or  unbrotherly  conten- 
tions, but,  on  the  contrary,  have  opened  to  our  Church  reliable  channels 
throufh  which  to  communicate  with  foreign  lands.  Our  confidence  in 
the  pnnciples  by  which  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  Missions  is  governed  in  the 
management  of  its  affairs  is  in  nowise  abated,  but,  on  the_  contrary, 
strengthened  by  long  observation  of  their  wisdom  and  utihty;  and 
whatever  temporary  disasters  may  have  'befallen  the  missions  of  our 
Church  are  in  no  particular,  we  think,  to  be  attributed  to  the  relations 
we  sustain  to  the  A.  B.'  C.  F.  Missions.  The  Committee  would 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  pastors  of  our  respective  churches  be  hereby 
urged  to  employ  their  influence  for  the  increase  of  the  spirit  of  missions 
in  their  respective  charges. 

2  Resolved,  That  we,  as  a  Synod,  would  appeal  to  the  young  men 
of  our  Seminary,  as  also  to  the  ministry,  to  consider  before  God 
whether  the  Divine  providence  does  not  call  upon  them  personally  to 
consider  the  claims  of  the  heathen,  and  their  duty  in  view  of  those 

claims.  ,  -,   .     ^ 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  consider  it  our  solemn  duty  to  re-occupy,  as 
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speedily  as  possible,  the  Borneo  field,  and  tliat  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  be  directed  to  make  greater  efforts  to  aid  our  beloved  brother 
Steele  in  establishing  there  a  strong  and  efficient  mission.  _ 

4.  RcsolrcJ,  That  we  cheerfully  express  our  undiminished  confi- 
dence in  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  and  consider  our  connection  with  the  same 
as  just  in  the  terms  of  agreement,  and  proved  to  be  useful  by  practi- 
cal tests. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  manner  in  which  our  missionary 
operations  have  been  conducted  in  connection  with  the  A.  B.  C.  F. 
M.  in  time  past,  to  be  a  proper  interpretation  of  our  wishes  in  respect 
to  the  future,  and  that  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  sustain  our  own  distinc- 
tive missions. 

II.  DOlVtESTIC  IVIISSIONS. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  singular  and  hitherto  unequalled  pros- 
perity to  our  Domestic  Board  and  its  operations.  The  sore  and  pain- 
ful pecuniary  embarrassments  which  have  so  long  and  sadly  crippled 
its  enterprises  are  removed.  God,  who  turneth  the  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  has  been  pleased  to  beget  a  wider  and  more  earnest  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  our  churches  to  the  claims  of  this  domestic  institu- 
tion ;  and  while  prayers  have  ascended  in  its  behalf,  liberalities  and 
benefactions  in  its  support  have  not  been  withheld.  It  is'  with  joy 
unfeigned  that  this  body  can  now  look  upon  the  condition  of  this 
organization  ;  and  while  the  members  congratulate  each  other  upon  its 
deliverance  from  debt,  they  will  not  fail  to  ascribe  praise  to  the  God  of 
Israel,  who  hath  put  a  new  song  into  our  mouths  ;  our  harps,  long  pen- 
dent upon  the  willows,  svill  be  taken  down,  and  together  will  we  sing — 
"  For  Zion's  sake  will'  I  not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake 
will  I  not  rest,  until  the  righteousness  thereof  go  forth  as  brightness, 
and  the  salvation  thei-eof  as  a  lamp  that  burneth." 

The  sum  total  of  receipts  for  the  last  year  is         -         -Sl0,'744   80 
The  sum  total  of  disbursements,     -         -         -         -  10,409  99 

Balance  in  Treasury,  ------         334  81 

Excess  over  previous  year,     -----  4,809   81 

Besides  the  large  increase  of  pecuniary  assistance  rendered  to  the 
Board,  there  has  been  a  clear  manifestation  of  Divine  favor  toward 
many  of  the  churches  and  stations  xmder  its  care.  The  Holy  Spirit 
has  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  truth  converted  many  to  the 
knoAvledge  of  Jesus,  thus  increasing  the  number  of  communicants,  and 
adding  numerical  and  moral  strength  to  the  missions  and  feeble 
churches  connected  with  the  Board.  New  and  commodious  houses  of 
worship  have  been  erected,  and  others  already  built  have  been  in  whole 
or  part  relieved  from  debt;  and  although  from  some  parts  of  the  field 
there  is  heard  the  sound  of  lamentation  and  woe  because  of  secular 
straits  and  spiritual  barrenness,  yet,  upon  a  full  review  of  the  present 
state  of  our  domestic  missions,  and  a  comparison  of  the  same  with  that 
of  former  years,  we  think  we  have  full  v/arrant  for  saying  that  God  has 
never  before  bestowed  upon  this  department  of  our  labors  a  larger 
measure  of  blessing. 

But  while  we  rejoice  in  recounting  the  mercies  of  God  in  behalf  of 
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this  cause,  we  should  not  forget  to  treasure  the  moral  they  would  con- 
vey to  our  understandings  and  impress  upon  our  hearts.  In  proportion 
as  the  Church  has  stretched  herself  forward  to  extend  the  boundaries 
of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  as  she  has  consecrated  her  energies  in 
larger  devotion  to  the  cross,  even  so  hath  she  been  blessed.  And  in 
the  blessings  wherewith  God  has  crowned  our  exertions,  does  he  not 
clearly  sigmfy,  that  according  to  our  faith  and  perseverance  and  self- 
denial  so° shall  it  be  done  unto  us?  The  history  of  our  missionary 
efforts,  through  many  by-gone  years,  is  blotted  with  tears  and  dark 
with  remembered  sorrows,  but  that  history  testifies  of  coldness  and 
indifference  and  positive  neglect  of  Christ's  last  command.  Now,  how- 
ever, as  soon  as  our  churches  show  an  increase  of  love,  and  manifest  a 
hearty  desire  to  build  up  the  Redeemer's  spiritual  temple,  God  rends 
the  heavens  and  sends  down  showers  of  blessing. 

We  have  at  length  emerged  from   a  slough  of  difficulty  and  embar- 
rassment, and  it  behooves  us  now  to  ponder  well  the  question,  Whether 
from  the  point  we  have  at  length  gained  we  shall  advance  or  recede. 
The  new  year  upon  which  we  are  entering  will  furnish  ia  part  the  reply. 
As  we  survey  the  field  open  for  our  occupation,  we  must  feel — unless 
our  sensibilities  be  all  withered  and  our  consciences  torpid — that  what 
we  have  accomplished  is   as  nothing  compared   with  the  much  there 
is  yet  to  do.     The  West  with  its  teeming  multitudes  requires  our  benev- 
olent exertion  in  its  behalf.     The  Germans  and  Hollanders,  as  well  as 
others,  are  accessible  to  us,  and   they  need,  more  than  they  need  the 
air  of  heaven,  that  gospel,  without  which  life  is  an  enigma,  and  eter- 
nity perdition.     In  the  Eastern  States,  in  the  bosom  of  our  fertile  val- 
leys and  in  the  midst  of  our  thronged  cities,  new  openings  are  con- 
stantly occurring,  and  invite  the  laborers  of  our  fold  to  occupy  them. 
God  in  his  providence  appeals  to  us  from  every  side,  to  go_  up  and 
possess  the  land  ;   and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  missionary 
spirit,  which   seems  now  to  glow  among  us  with  more  than  wonted 
fervor,  shall  be  fanned  to  a  brighter  blaze  and  intenser  heat,  or  whether 
it  shall  be  permitted  to  wane  and  flicher,  leaving  our  own  Zion  in  dark- 
ness, and  the  impenitent  without  to  grope  their  way  down  into  the  dark 
valley.     Oh,  that  the  love  of  Christ  may  constrain  us  to  hold  fast  to 
that  part  of  the  ladder  whither  we  have  climbed,  and  never  relax  our 
efforts,  but  rather  multiply  them  more  and  more  until  we  reach  the 
highest  round  of  success,  the  largest  measure  of  permitted  triumph. 

If  an  apocalvptic  shout  could  swell  through  our  sanctuaries,  and  the 
trumpet-blast  o'f  herald  angels  reach  the  ears  and  the  hearts  of  every 
member  of  our  churches,  requiring  each  to  do  his  or  her  duty  m  God's 
name,  for  the  salvation  of  those  who  for  lack  of  bread  are  ready  to 
perish  at  our  very  doors,  they  might  be  resisted.  But  how  can  ai^y 
refuse  to  listen  to  the  appeal  of  Christ  himself,  presented  in  sighs  big 
with  unequalled  compassion,  uttered  in  groans  which  startled  angels  on 
their  thrones,  spoken  with  the  authority  of  a  God— "Preac/i  ^/^e  gospel 
to  ef("ry  creature."  Our  prosperity,  nay,  our  very  existence  depends 
upon  our  cultivating  or  not  cultivating  a  larger  and  more  efficient  mis- 
sionary spirit.  It  is  a  law  to  which  there  are -few  if  any  exceptive  cases, 
that  "  to  him  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and  from  him  that  hath  not  shall 
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be  taken  away  even  that  whicli  he  hath."  Talents  and  resources  com- 
mitted to  our  trust,  if  rightly  and  steadily  employed  in  the  Master's 
service,  will  multiply  in  more  than  arithmetical  progression ;  for  God 
blesses  faithful  labors  without  measure  or  stint.  But  they  whose 
strength  it  is  to  sit  still,  inevitably  wither  and  perish  through  their 
own  inaction.  The  enlargement  of  our  denominational  territories,  the 
conversion  and  sanctification  of  lost  souls,  not  only,  but  our  very  pres- 
ervation as  a  Church,  counsel  us  to  foster  and  cheiish  a  missionary 
spirit — a  spirit  that  shall  grasp  a  world  in  its  sympathies  and  prayers, 
and  provide  alike  for  the  neighbor  at  our  doors  and  the  stranger  on 
distiuit  shores.  The  specific  facts  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Exec- 
utive, interesting  as  they  are,  cannot  here  be  detailed  or  even  gener- 
alized ;  and  as  that  report  will  be  published  in  full,  the  Committee  con- 
sider their  duty  fulfilled  after  presenting  the  following  resolutions: — 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  incumbent  on  our  Church  to  extend 
our  Domestic  Missionary  operations  far  beyond  the  limits  we  have 
hitherto  attained. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  would  here  erect  the  memorial  of  grateful 
hearts,  and  present  our  sincere  thank-offering  of  praise  for  that  meas- 
ure of  Divine  favor,  bestowed  upon  our  Domestic  Missionary  efforts 
during  the  past  year,  and  humbly  pray  for  a  continuance  of  the  sa<me. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  cherish  great  confidence  in  the  Board  of  Do- 
mestic Missions,  and  in  the  fidelity  and  zeal  with  which  the  officers  of 
that  Board  have  discharged  their  duties. 

4.  Resolved,  That  those  churches  which  have  been  aided  by  the 
funds  of  the  Board,  and  now  neglect  to  contribute  to  the  same,  should 
feel  themselves  bound  in  simple  gratitude,  but  more  by  a  sense  of 
Christian  obligation,  to  aid  the  institution  to  which  they  owe  either 
their  origin  or  their  continuance ;  and  that  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary be  directed  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  such  delin- 
quent churches. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  several  Classes  to  devise,  as 
far  as  they  may,  the  most  effectual  methods  by  which  competent  men 
within  their  bounds  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  devote  themselves  to  the 
work  of  Domestic  Missions. 

G.  Resolved,  That  we  cherish  a  fervent  sympathy  for  all  the 
churches  of  our  Holland  brethren  in  our  Western  States,  and  like- 
wise for  those  who,  residing  in  sparse  settlements,  are  deprived  of  the 
regular  ministrations  of  the  gospel. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  consisting 
of  Rev.  Drs.  Ferris  and  Fisher,  and  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  publishing  a  monthly  sheet, 
about  the  size  of  the  Bible  Record,  to  be  devoted  to  the  spread  of 
missionary  intelligence,  respecting  the  missions  of  our  own  Church, 
both  foreign  and  domestic  ;  and  in  case  arrangements  to  accomplish 
this  object,  can  be  made  in  a  way  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions,  that  then  they  be  authorized  to  issue  the  same  as 
speedily  as  practicable. 

8.  Resolved,  That  ihe  Treasurers  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Do- 
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mestic  and  Foreign  Missions  be  authorized  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
missionary  preachers,  except  where  delegates  to  Synod. 

9  Reoolved  That  hereafter  the  sermon  on  Domestic  Missions  be 
preached  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day  of  the  session,  and  the 
s^^rmon  on  Foreis'n  Missions  on  the  evening  of  the  succeeding  Monday. 

E.  S.. PORTER,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  .Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded 
to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  tl^e  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Re- 
formed Protestant  Dutch  Church,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 
On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were 
elected,  viz.:— Rev.  Tliomas  M.  Strong,.P.D.,  James  B.  Hardenbergh, 
D.D.,   Alexander  M.,  Mann,  and  Messrs.  Charles  S.. Little  and  John 

Slosson.  ,    o       J  1  J 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  havipg  reported.  Synod  proceeded 
to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  whose 
term  of  service  had  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  following  persons  were  chosen,  viz.  :-Rev.  Mancms  S^  Hut- 
ton  D  D  George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  Maurice  L.  Dwight,  D.D.,  and 
Messrs.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  Thomas  C.  Doremus,  Wilham  B. 
Crosby,  John  S.  Bussing  and  Isaac  Roosevelt. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  number 
of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  individuals  to  preach  the  Annual  Mis- 
sionary Sermons,  the  Synod,  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  the  Rev. 
Ira  C  Boice  was  chosen  j^rimarius,  to  preach  the  sermon  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  Rev.  David  D.  Demarest,  secundus; 
the  Rev  Abraham  Polhemus  was  chosen  j^mnarius  to  preacTi  the  ser- 
mon in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Halloway, 
secundus. 

ARTICLE -XIX.  , 

widows'    fund. 
The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund, reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  amended,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  :— 
The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  report  as  follows  : 
They  have  examined  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Isaac  Young,  Esq., 
^-ho  has  the  management  of  this  Fund,  which  was  referred  to  them, 
and  find  it  correct ;  which  report  shows  that  this  Fund  is  successfully 
managed,  and  is  accomplishing .  the  benevolent  purpose  for  which  it 
was  desio-ned.     The  number  of  paying  subscribers  is  sixty-three— but  a 
Tall  Portion  of  our  ministry,  when  all  should  be  interested    There 
IVe  now  nine  annuitants-three  disabled  ministers,  and  six  widows  of 
deceased  ministers-receiving  the  benetit  of  this  i^und,  to  each  of  whom 
this  annuity  must  be  a  most  seasonable  reaef ;  the  aggregate  of  then 
annuities  being  $928  50.     The  good  now  ))eing,  accomplished  in  this 
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stated  and  semi-annual  aid,  none  can  appreciate  so  well  as  those  who 
receive  it ;  and  your  Committee  cannot  but  feel  tliat  the  Church  and 
her  ministry  should  do  more,  ten-fold  more,  than  has  vet  been  done, 
to  increase'this  Fund,  and  give  it  more  permanency.  Your  Commit- 
tee recommend  the  following  resolution; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  our  churches,  to 
assist  by  contribution  to  increase  the  capital  of  this  Fund, 

A  communication  from  the  Rev.  John  Gray  has  also  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  your  Committee,  setting  forth,  that  the  church  at  Scho- 
dack  have  paid  over  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  in  1839,  6^42  20  ;  in  1841, 
$40  39 — whicli  said  consistory  say  they  designed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gray,  who  was  then  tlieir  pastor.  If  tlie  rules  adopted  in 
reference  to  this  Fund  permit,  it  would  seem  to  be  just  that  this 
amount  should  be  credited  to  Mr.  Gray,  to  constitute  him  as  far  as  it 
goes  a  subscriber.  Your  Committee  recommend  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

JResolved,  That  the  communication  of  the  Rev.  John  Gray  be  re- 
ferred to  Isaac  Young,  Esq.,  with  instruction,  that  if  the  rules 
adopted  permit,  to  credit  the  amount  of  882  59  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gray, 
as  if  paid  by  him  ;  and  if  this  cannot  be  done  in  accordance  with  the 
established  rule,  to  inform  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gray  of  tlie  same. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  VAN  OLINDA,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

PARTICULARIA. 

The  communication  containing  the  bequest  of  the  Rev.  Elias  Van 
Benschoten  was  read. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  M^pick,  the  delegate  from  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  presented  to  the  Synod  two  copies  of  a  work  entitled,  "  The 
Heidelberg  Catechism  ;  or,  short  Instruction  in  Christian  Doctrine,  as 
it  is  conducted  in  the  Churches  and  Schools  of  the  Palatinate  and  else- 
where. Translated  from  the  German  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Good  and  Rev, 
H,  Harbaugb." 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  returned  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mesick  for  the  above  work,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Professors 
of  the  Seminary,  with  a  request  that  they  examine  the  same  and  report 
thereon  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Lansing,  Jacob  N.  Voorhees,  and  the  Elder  Jacob 
T.  Lansing  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Canvass,  to  whom  the  ballots 
cast  for  filling  vacancies  in  |,he  several  Boards  of  the  Synod,  for  dele- 
gates to  the  corresponding  phurches,  and  for  persons  to  preach  the 
Missionary  Sermons,  were  committed  ;  who  reported  the  result  of  the 
election. 

The  Rev,  Jeremiah  Searle,  S,  M.  Woodbridge,  and  the  Elder  Elijah 
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Alliger,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence,  to  wliom 
applications  for  tliis  purpose  shall  be  made,  who  reported  from  time 
to  time  on  the  applications  made  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  a  collection  be  taken  up  in  all  our  churches  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  General  Synod,  and  that  the  several  Classis 
take  measures  to  have  this  resolution  attended  to. 

Certain  resolutions  were  offered  by  the  Elder  John  McCarty,  which 
were  referred  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

BENEVOLENT    AND    RELIGIOUS    INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,  and  the  Elder  W.  B.  Crosby,  presented 
credentials  as  commissioners  from  the  American  Bible  Society,  with  a 
request  that  they  be  allowed  to  present  the  claims  of  the  Bible  cause  to 
the  Synod. 

The  above-named  individuals  were  heard  in  behalf  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  American  Bible  Society,  this  Synod  recognizes 
an  institution  whose  claims  to  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  our 
churches  are  increased  by  every  year's  trial  of  its  far-spreading  use- 
fulness. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  providence  of  God  is  opening  wide  fields 
for  the  introduction  of  the  Word  of  Truth,  this  Synod  regard  this  fact 
as  appealing  with  great  force  to  the  churches  under  our  care  for  in- 
creased support  of  the  efforts  of  the  American  Bible  Society  to  give 
the  gospel  to  every  creature. 

Several  copies  of  the  last  Annual  Reports  of  the  American  Sea- 
man's Friend  Society,  of  the  American  Sunday-school  Union,  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  were  received  and  distributed  among  the  members  of 

Synod.  ,    17  •     J 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  regard  the  American  Seaman  s  Friend 
Society  as  a  very  important  and  efficient  auxihary  in  the  great  work 
of  evangelizing  the  world,  and  commend  it  as  such  to  the  prayers  and 
liberalities  of  our  Church. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  have  heard  with  great  satisfaction  of  the 
continued  prosperity  of  the  American  Sunday-school  Union,  and  cor- 
dially express  their  confidence  in  the  same,  as  an  institution  fitted  to 
diffuse  a  most  salutary  influence  over  the  multitudes  of  youth,  who 
need  the  watchful  guardianship  of  Christian  benevolence. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  Secretary  of  the  New-York  State  Coloniza- 
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tion  Society,  was  heard  at  his  request  on  the  third  day  of  the  session,  in 
behalf  of  the  operations  of  that  Society.     Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  have  continued  confidence  in  the 
Colonization  Society,  and  that  they  recommend  it  as  worthy  the  liberal 
support  of  our  churches,  and  particularly  to  the  usual  collection  on  the 
4th  of  July,  or  on  some  Sabbath  most  convenient,  near  that  time. 


Nothinor  occurred. 


ARTICLE  II. 

PASTORAL     LETTER, 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 


Sr NODICAL     ARCHIVES. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTCLIE  XXIV. 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted 
and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  report  that  they  have  received  the 
following  papers,  viz. :  A  bill  for  printing,  ,^3  ;  and  one  from  the 
door-keeper,  $15.  The  Committee  recommend  that  these  bills  be 
paid. 

J.  R.  TALMAGE,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

RESUilPTION      AND      CLOSE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  distribute 
among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the  families 
who  have  entertained  the  members  of  this  body,  for  their  very  generous 
and  cordial  hospitality. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the  minis- 
ters and  consistories  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  churches  of 
Albany,  for  the  use  of  their  church  buildings  during  the  sessions  of 
Synod. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  Synod,  the  roll  was  called  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were 
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absent  without  permission,  viz. :  Cornelius  C.  Van  Arsdale  and  John  G. 
Johnson. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE  XXVI. 

ADJOURNMEKT. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  in  the  city 
of  Williamsburg,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1852,  at  10  o'clock 
A.M. ;  and  was  closed  with  singing  the  467th  hymn,  prayer,  and  pro- 
nouncing the  apostolic  benediction  by  the  President. 

A.  M.  MANN,  President. 

RANSFORD  WELLS,  Adsessor. 

RALPH  WILLIS,  ) 

\  Clerks. 
THOMAS  C.  STRONG,  ) 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  the  City  of  Williams- 
burgh,  ON  Wednesday,  the  Second. day  of  June,  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two.  The 
Session  continued  from  the  Second  to  the  Eleventh  day  of 
June,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

opening    of    synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  M.  Mann, 
the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  who  preached  a  sermon  on  the 
evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  Isaiah  iv.  5. :  "  For  upon  all 
the  glory  shall  he  a  defence." 

ARTICLE  II. 

members    present. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  Neiv-lTork. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New-York. — Rev.  John  C.  Guldin,  Aaron 
Lloyd,  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.D.  Elders — Abraham  Van  Nest,  Wil- 
liam Woram,  Stephen  C.  Lynes. 

2.  From  the  South  Classis  of  New- York. — liev.  Mancius  S.  Hutton, 
D.D.,  John  B.  Steele,  James  M.  Mathews,  D.D.  Elders — Alfred  Riggs, 
Jacob  B.  Wood. 
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3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-BrunswicTc—^^w.  James  K.  Campbell, 
■Samuel  B.  How,  D.D.,  Elijah  R.  Craven.  Elders— R^my  Vanderveer, 
Jotn  Doty,  Thomas  Talmage. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen.— Rqv.  Gustavus  Abeel,  D.D.,  Thomas 
B.  Gregory.  ^Wers— William  H.  Kirk,  Minot  C.  Morgan,  John  N. 
Jeroleman. 

5.  From  the  Olassis  o/ Pammus.— Rev.  Aaron  B.  Winfield,  William 
H.  Van  Doren,  Peter  Allen. 

6.  From  the  South  Classis  of  Long  Island.— ^Qv.  J.  Paschal  Strong, 
George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  Nehemiah  P.  Pierce.  Mders— Stephen  P. 
Stoothoff,*^  David  M.  Stone,  Peter  G.  Bergen.^ 

V  From  the  North  Classis  of  Long  Island.— Rqv.  Giles  H.  Mande- 
ville,  John  B.  Alliger,  John  W.  Ward.*  ^Wer.-Elias  W.  Van  Voor- 
hees,  James  V.  H.  Lawrence.f 

8  From  the  Classis  of  PoughJceepsie.-Uev.  Alexander  M.  Mann,^ 
Francis  M.  Kip,  Abraham  Polhemus.  ^^c?ers-Matthew  Luyster,  William 
H.  Crosby. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia.— Um.  Cornelius  C.  Van  Arsdale, 
D.D.,  Gabriel  Ludlow,  D.D.,  John  Gardner.'     ^Wer— Elias  Van  Vliet. 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Passaic.— Rev.  Nathaniel  Conklin,  Garret  0. 
Schanck,  Abraham  G.  Ryerson-t  ^^iers.— Abraham  C.  Van  Duyne, 
James  S.  Demarest. 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Illinois.— Rew  Simon  V.  E.  Westfall.J 

12.  From  the  Classis  of  Hudson.— Uey.  Cornelius  E.  Crispell,  Polhe- 
mus Van  Wyck,*  Brogun  Hoff."" 


*  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
f  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  session. 

X  Took  his  seat  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

1  Succeeded  on  the  sixth  day  of  session  by  his  secundus,  Elder  John  Carpenter. 

"'  Succeeded  by  his  primarius,  Rev.  CorneUus  Van  Cleef,  on  the  sixth  day  of  the 

session.  ^.  . 

3  Succeeded  on  the  sixth  day  of  session  by  his  secwidus,  Rev.  H.  G.  Livingston. 

*  Succeeded  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session  by  his  secundus,  Rev.  Jacob  N. 

Voorhies. 
5  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  session. 
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13.  From  the  Classis  of  Westchester. —  Rev.  Peter  H.  Burghardt, 
John  M.  Ferris,  Abel  T.  Stewart.g     Elder — Jacob  Storms.§ 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. — Rev.  William  W.  Halloway,'*  Jacob 
Van  Vechten,  D.D.J  Elders — Abram  F.  Lansing,  Leonard  G.  Ten 
Eyck." 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. — Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord,  Cor- 
nelius L.  Van  Dyck,®  Samuel  Harlow;'  Elders — Jonathan  Auchmoody/ 
Luther  Lafflin,''  Abram  Boice.* 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  JRcnsselaer. — Rev.  Edwin  Holmes,'  John  W. 
Shenck,*  William  Bailey.]| 

4.  Fro7n  the  Classis  of  Washington. — Rev.  Hiram  Slawson,*^  Uriah 
Marvin.  Elders — Abraham  Van  Vechten,^  Abraham  Marehall,*  P.  V. 
N.  Morris.J 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. — Rev.  Cornelius  S.Mead,  Nathan 
F.  Chapman.     Elder — Jacob  H.  Diefendorf.^ 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. — Rev.  Lawrence  H.  Van  Dyck, 
Jacob  H.  Van  Woert,  Edwin  Vedder.*  Elders — Storm  S.  Becker,*  Isaac 
H.  Watson.* 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. — Rev.  Alanson  B.  Chittenden, 
Abram  J.  Swits,  Goyn  Talmage.f  Elders — John  D.  Odgsbury,  John 
Sanders. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. — Rev.  Francis  T.  Drake,  David  B. 
Hall. 

*  Took  his  Beat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

f  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  session,  and  succeeded  on  the  sixth  by  the 
Rev.  W.  L.  James. 

X  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
^  Took  liis  seat  on  the  seventh  diiy  of  the  session. 
Q  Took  his  seat  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
'  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
-  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
^  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 
■•  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
'  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  session. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  session. 
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9.  From  the  Classis  of  Oran^re.— Rev.  Martin  V.  Schoonmaker,  Wil- 
liam Youngblood,  and  Robert  Pitts.  ^Wers.— Austin  Strong,  Jesse 
Scofield. 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene.— Rev.  William  E.  Turner,"-  Philip 
Peltz,  James  M.  Compton.     ^Mer— Liberty  Preston. 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Michigan.— Rev. 'Dayii  McNeisb,^'  David  A. 
Jones.^-     Flder.— Darnel  Dayton.f 

12.  Frcm  the  Classis  of  Watervliet.—Rev.  Oscar  H.  Gregory,  Theo- 
dore F.  Wyckoff,  Charles  N.  Waldron.^"  ^/cZers— Samuel  Crawford, 
Jacob  J.  Lansing,'  Clarkson  F.  Crosby. 

13.  From  the  Classis  of  Geneva.— Rev.  John  Whitbeck,'  George 
Rockwell,  C.  H.  A.  Bulkley.= 

14.  From  the  Classis  of  Holland. 

The  Rev.  Professors  Van  Vranken  and  Campbell  were  present  in  the 
Synod  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

MODERATORS. 

The  Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  D.D.,  was  chosen  President;  the  Rev. 
Oscar  H.  Gregory,  Adsessor  ;  and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  William  W.  Hallo- 
way  and  J.  Paschal  Strong,   Clerks  pro  tern. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

READING    OF    THE    MIXUTES. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  session  of  the  General  Synod  were 
read. 


*  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session, 
f  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

1  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

2  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
«  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  session. 
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§i^u  M  Hie  ^im*o 


ARTICLE  I. 

ORDERS    AND    RULES. 

These  were  read. 

ARTICLE  II. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  following  were  appointed  : 

On  the  Professorate.— Uqv.  Samuel  B.  How,  George  W.  Bethune, 
Gabriel  Ludlow  ;  and  the  Elders,  William  H.  Crosby  and  Abraham  Van 
Nest. 

On  Synodical  Minutes.— Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord,  Hiram  Slaw- 
son,  and  William  H.  Van  Dorcn ;  and  the  Elders,  Henry  Vanderveer 
and  Peter  G.  Bergen. 

On  Missio7is.—B.Q\\  Francis  M.  Kip,  James  K.  Campbell,  and  Alexan- 
der M.  Mann ;  and  the  Elders,  David  M.  Stone  and  Matthew  Luyster. 

On  the  State  of  Religion.— Kq\:  Cornelius  C.  Van  Arsdale,  William 
E.  Turner,  and  Nathan  F.  Chapman ;  and  the  Elders,  Elias  W.  Van 
Voorhees  and  Jonathan  Auchmoody. 

On  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. — Rev.  John  B.  Steele,  John 
Gardner,  and  Philip  Peltz ;  and  the  Elders,  William  H.  Kirk  and  Abra- 
ham F.  Lansing. 

On  Accounts.— B.Q\\  Alanson  B.  Chittenden,  Abram  J.  Switz,  A.  B. 
Winficld ;  and  the  Elders,  John  Sanders  and  Thomas  Talraage. 

On  Correspondence.— Hey.  William  H.  Van  Doren,  Cornehus  L.  Van 
Dyck,  and  John  Whitbeck  ;  and  the  Elders,  Jacob  B.  Wood  and  John 
Doty. 

On  Education.— Rax.  Mancius  S.  Hutton,  Theodore  F.  Wyckoff,  and 
Edwin  Holmes ;  and  the  Elders,  William  Woram  and  Jacob  J.  Lansing. 

On  Nominations. — Rev.  Martin  V.  Schoonmaker,  Aaron  Lloyd,  and 
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John  Whitbeck;    and  the  Elders,   Clarkson  F.  Crosby  and  John  N. 
Jeroleman. 

On  the  Widows'  Fund.—Uev.  John  B.  Alliger,  William  Youngblood, 
and  Nathaniel  Conkhn ;  and  the  Elders,  Stephen  C.  Lynes  and  Jesse 
Scofield. 

ARTICLE  III. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of 
the  Theological  Seminary,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Professorate  : — 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  : 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  report, 

that  they  met  in  stated  session  in  the  Theological  Hall  at  New-Brunswick, 

on  Tuesday,  July  15th,  1851,  at  11  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  President,  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,  took  the  chair,  and  opened  the 

meeting  with  prayer. 

The  following  members  were  present : 

Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,  Rev.  Brogun  Hoff. 

"  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,  "  John  Van  Liew, 

"  R.  O.  Currie,  D.D.,  "  John  S.  Himrod, 

"  I.  N.  WyckofF,  D.D.,  "  William  J.  R.  Taylor, 

•'  John  T.  Demarest,  D.D.,  "  Jacob  West, 

"  William  Reiley,  "  John  H.  Pitcher, 

"  Alexander  H.  Warner,  "  John  M.  Van  Buren, 

"  Horace  Doolittle,  "  Abraham  V.  WyckoflF, 

"  John  H.  Duryea,  "  Oscar  H.  Gregory. 

"  Nicholas  E.  Smith, 

The  Classes  of  Ulster,  Cayuga,  and  Rensselaer  were  not  represented  at 
this  meeting. 

The  Board  was  organized  by  the  election  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,. 
as  President,  and  Rev.  William  J.  R.  Taylor,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

The  exercises  of  the  institution  have  been  attended  during  the  past  year 
by  the  following  young  men,  viz. : 

Of  the  Senior  Class. 

Henry  K.  How,  James  E.  Bernart,  John  N.  Jansen, 

Adam  H.  Van  Vranken,  George  Rockwell,  Calvin  Case, 

Laurence  L.  Comfort,        Peter  Ehnendorf,  James  B.  Wilson, 

Giles  H.  Mandeville,         William  D.  Buckelew,  George  Furbeck. 
Joseph  Scudder,                Charles  Scott, 
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John  Gaston, 
Isaac  M.  See, 


Of  the  Middle  Class. 

Joseph  A.  Collier, 
Robert  D.  Julian, 


A.  P.  Van  Giesen. 


Joachim  Elmendorf, 
Charles  J.  Shepherd, 
Stephen  Searle, 


Of  the  Junior  Class. 

Joseph  H.  Kershow, 
Nathan  W.  Jones, 


William  G.  See, 
John  L.  McNair. 


The  Theological  Faculty  in  their  report  say  :  "  The  dispensations  of  the 
providence  of  God  in  regard  to  the  institution  during  the  past  year  have 
been  unwontedly  trying.  Besides  the  removal  by  resignation  of  one  of 
the  Professors,  there  has  been  a  diminution  of  the  number  of  students 
both  by  sickness  and  death.  The  loss  has  fallen  on  the  Senior  Class. 
Henry  K.  How  and  Joseph  Scudder,  in  consequence  of  enfeebled  health, 
have  been  obliged  to  relinquish  their  studies  for  the  present ;  and  Peter 
Elmendorf  has  been  by  death  removed  to  enjoy  the  end  of  his  faith." 

The  students  of  the  several  classes  were  examined  in  the  various  studies 
of  their  respective  departments ;  and  the  members  of  the  Senior  Class 
also  on  the  evidences  of  their  personal  piety,  and  their  views  in  seeking 
to  enter  the  ministry.  They  likewise  exhibited  specimens  of  the  com- 
position and  delivery  of  sermons.     In  view  of  which,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  examination  be  sustained,  and  that  the  members  of 
the  Senior  Class  be  recommended  to  the  Professors  for  the  usual  certi- 
ficates. 

The  annual  sermon  before  the  Board  was  preached  by  Rev.  R.  Ormiston 
Currie,  D.D.,  from  Acts  xxvi.  17,  18,  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of 
the  session.  And  at  the  close  of  the  examination,  the  address  to  the  stu- 
dents was  delivered  by  Rev.  Brogun  Hoff. 

The  seats  of  the  following  members  of  the  Board  will  become  vacant  at 
the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  : 

Rev.  Alexander  H.  Warner,      of  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

R.  Ormiston  Currie,  D.D.,       "    South  Classis  of  Long  Island. 


John  S.  Himrod, 
John  H.  Pitcher, 
John  T.  Demarest,  D.D., 
Jacob  West, 


Classis  of  Hudson. 
"  Washington. 

"  Orange. 

"  Schoharie. 


There  will  also  be  two  members  to  be  chosen  from  the  recently- formed 
Classes  of  Geneva  and  Westchester. 

The  Board  having  received  a  communication  through  Rev.  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy, from  the  family  of  the  late  Rensselaer  Westerlo,  Esq.,  of  Albany, 
offering  as  a  donation  to  the  library  of  the  General  Synod  two  hundred 
and  fifty  volumes  of  theological  works  in  the  Dutch  language,  from  the 
library  of  his  late  revered  father.  Rev.  Dr.  Eilardus  Westerlo,  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  Board  accept  upon  the  terms  pro- 
posed the  said  donation,  with  a  high  consideration  of  its  value  and  of  the 
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good-will  of  the  family  in  bestowing  it;  and  pray  that  the  blessing  of 
God  may  ever  rest  on  all  its  members.  ..  ,    e  ,\.-  -R^o,.^ 

That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wyckoff  be  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  this  Board, 
to  receive  and  transmit  the  books  to  New-Brunswick. 

That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  family  thiough 

^Mr^sie^henlLrle,  a  member  of  the  Junior  Class  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  having  been  examined  by  the  Board  on  the  various  subjecte 
pLcribed  by  General  Synod,  and  having  presented  the  requisite  testi- 

"^""Resdved^That  he  be  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  aid 
while  pursuing  his  theological  studies.  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^.^^^^ 

A  true  copy.  ^  ^  DEMAREST,  Stated  Clerk. 

New-Brwmoick,  July  16th,  IB51. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk,  which 
was  read  and  i^eferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  :— 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  the  following  resolution  was 

^^^^RLlved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  procure  the  insertion  of  columns  in  the 
statistical  tables  for  the  report  of  the  moneys  contributed  to  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  ;  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  ;  the  Board  ot  Mu- 
cation  and  Sunday-school  Union;  provided  it  can  be  done  without  dis- 
pensing with  any  of  the  columns  now  in  use."     _        ,,.,,,         u-^.f 
^   The  undersigned,  having  made  due  inquiry  m  relation  to  the  subject 
contained  in  the  above  resolution,  would  respectfully  report :  That  the 
additional  columns  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  statistical  tables  cannot 
be  admitted  without  dispensing  with  at  least  two  or  three  of  the  columns 
now  embraced  therein,  unless  a  much  smaller  type  shall  be  ^^^«d.  ^'L^  ^he 
tables  be  contracted  to  a  comparatively  diminutive  size.     This  would 
greatly  mar  the  symmetry  of  each  page,  as  well  as  increase  to  a  consideia- 
L  amount  the  expense  of  printing  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod.     Under 
these  circumstances,  the  undersigned  has  not  felt  h;«^^^l/,  ^"^J^"f  ^^^^ 
make  the  proposed  change  without  further  direction  from  the  Synod.    He 
has  however,  ascertainecf  that  one  additional  column  may  be  inserted,  of 
suffic^enlsize  to  embrace  the  report  of  the  affffregate  connhuUons  from 
thf  several  churches  for  benevolent  purposes,  without  ^-^^^^J^^^JZ 
manner  with  the  columns  at  present  existing  in  the  tables,  or  the  use  of 
Ty  smaller  type,  and  without  adding  any  thing  to  the  expense  of  prinUng 
the  Minutes.      Should  the  Synod  direct  this  to  be  done,  there  are  mate- 
rials h    the  reports  of  several  of  the  Classes  sufficient  to  render  such  a 
column  comparatively  full,  even  in  the  statistical  tables  of    he  present 
year;  while  the  deficiency  in  regard  to  others  might  possibly  be  supplied 
by  application  to  the  respective  Stated  Clerks. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  a,  .  ^  m   ^ 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 


/ 
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A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Paramus,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  resolutions  of  the  last  Synod  attaching  to  them  the  churches 
of  Minisink  and  Deerpark  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Comciittee  on  Over- 
tures and  Judicial  Business. 

Communications  wore  received  from  the  Classes  of  New-Brunswick  and 
Greene,  recommending  certain  individuals  as  suitable  persons  to  receive 
aid  in  the  prosecution  of  studies  preparatory  to  the  gospel  ministry ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 
* 

A  communication  was  received  from  Alfred  Carhartt,  pm'porting  to  be 
a  petition  and  complaint  in  relation  to  certain  proceedings  in  his  case  by 
the  Consistory  of  the  Twenty-first  street  church,  in  New- York,  in  reference 
to  the  decision  of  his  appeal  by  the  Classis  of  New- York  and  the  Par- 
ticular Synod  of  New- York ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiltee  on 
Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

A  communication  was  received  signed  Maria  Stebbins,  which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table.  The  paper  having  been  subsequently  taken  up,  it 
was 

Besolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Professor  Van  Vranken, 
in  relation  to  certain  repairs  to  the  wing  of  the  college  edifice  in  which  he 
resides ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Charles  Van  Wyck,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  a  religious  paper.     (See  Art.  VII.) 

ARTICLE  IV. 

BOARD    OF    COHrORATION. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation  was 
received,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the  Annual  Digest, 
a  list  of  the  securities  held  by  the  Board,  a  list  of  the  endowed  scholar- 
ships, a  list  of  clerical  subscribers  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  accounts 
current  of  said  Board  with  the  Widows'  Fund  and  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, and  the  report  of  Peter  Spader,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College, 
in  relation  to  the  Van  Benschoteu  and  Knox  Funds  : — 
To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church : 

The  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  report :  That  during  the  past 
year  they  have  given  to  the  interests    intrusted  to  them  the  attentioa 
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which  a  iust  sense  of  their  importance  demands  All  their  proceedings 
have  beei  conducted  with  cordial  unanimity.  They  ar-e  ^appy  tojnform 
the  Synod  that,  whilst  some  of  the  trusts  confided  to  them  are  less  flom- 
shing  than  they  desire,  particularly  that  of  the  Rehef  Fund,  the  genera 
conditionof  its  financial  affairs  maybe  regarded  ^M-^^P^.^^./^^^;^ 
mvmentof  the  debt,  upon  the  plan  arranged  by  feynod  m  1850,  has 
S  a  most  desirable  relief  to  the  treasury.  All  the  responsibdiUes  of 
fhe  Synod  have  been  punctually  met.  The  vested  funds  are  well  secured, 
and  the  interest  on  them  regularly  received. 

Abraham  Van  Nest,  Esq,  the  President  of  the  Board,  has  paid  mto 
the  treasury  his  subscription  of  five  thousand  dollars  towards  the  e\idow- 
ment  of  the  third  professorship,  on  which  he  has  for  many  years  been 
pyin-  interest.      This  amount  has  been  loaned  on  bond  secured  by 

•^STw^tlrS^hn  F.Schermerhorn  has  been  written 
to  on  the  subiect  of  his  indebtedness  to  Synod ;  and  her  reply  has  been 
received,  acknowledging  the  indebtedness,  and  promismg  payment  when 

^Tn'sttmber  last  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Wilson  and  Mr.  John  G-  Joorhies, 
of  Fahview  lUinois,  were  appointed  the  agents  of  Synod,  to  take  posses- 
Lotr church  'edifice  ^'d  property  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church 
of  Brunswick,  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  and  protect  it  from  injury  and  make 
the  best  disposition  of  the  same  in  their  power,  for  the  interest  of  Synod. 
No  answer  having  been  received,  these  gentlemen  have  again  been  wntten 

to  on  the  subiect.  ^  +\,„  t?,i« 

The  interest  on  the  scholarships  is  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Edu- 
cation Board  as  they  are  received  from  time  to  time. 

There  are  now  sixteen  productive  scholarships,  and  one  m  process  of 

"e"Bom-d  deeply  regret  that  the  Relief  Fund  increases  very  slowly. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Murphy,  who  was  appointed  an  agent  to  collect  tund^ 
for  it  has  finally  dedined  the  appointment.  The  Board  have  not  ye 
been  able  to  procure  the  services  of  any  other  agent.  The  present 
amount  of  the  Fund  is  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
The  annuitants  are  five  widows  of  deceased  ministers  and  three  super- 
annuated and  disabled  ministers.  .  ,  ^  Tin  ^„  tl.^  «nK 
A  correspondence  has  been  had  with  the  Rev.  John  Gray,  on  the  sub- 
iect referred  to  the  Board  by  the  last  Synod,  and  the  result  has  been  to 
iccredit  to  his  account  as  a  subscriber  to  the  Fund  the  four  annual  pay- 
ments by  the  Consistory  of  the  church  of  Schodack,  on  condition  that 
the  future  annual  payments  are  punctually  made. 

The  Board  again  earnestly  entreat  the  wise  and  fostering  caie  of  the 
Svnod  on  behalf  of  the  Relief  Fund,  so  important  and  beneficent  in  its 
influence.  It  is  entitled  to  a  large  and  speedy  augmentation  Tbe  fme^ 
seem  to  be  propitious  for  some  general  and  wisely-directed  effort  m  its 
favor  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  the  churches,  in  a  day  of  unwonted 
temporal  prosperity,  would  freely  respond  to  an  appeal  hav-ing  for  its 
obTect  to  secure  a  pittance  in  the  evening  of  their  days  to  those  worn 
out  in  the  Church's  service,  and  the  helpless  widow  and  fatherless  chil^ 
dren  of  the  servants  of  Christ  taken  to  their  reward. 
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The  Treasurer's  Report,  herewith  submitted,  will  exhibit  a  clear  and 
detailed  account  of  the  financial  affiiirs  of  the  Synod  in  their  several 
departments. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  Board  and  to  the  Synod,  that 
so  brief  a  report  is  necessary.  In  the  matters  confided  to  the  Board 
there  is  nothing  of  a  perplexed  or  disturbing  character. 

The  President  of  the  Board,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  Esq.,  and  Wilham 
B.  Crosby,  Esq.,  are  appointed  to  give  the  Synod  any  additional  informa- 
tion that  may  be  required. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,  President. 
JOHN  KNOX, 


Directors. 
W.  B.  CROSBY, 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasw-sr. 


!Dir 


New-York,  June  1st,  1852. 


So  much  of  the  above  report  and  accompanying  documents  as  relates 
to  the  Widows'  Fund,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows' 
Fund  ;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the  Committee 
on  Education  ;  and  the  residue  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 


TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  ACCOUNT. 


The  General   Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  in 
Account  with  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer. 


1851. 

June 


Cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarters  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  due  Ist 

inst., 

"  Robert  Merkle,  loaned  him  on  his  Bond  and  Mort- 
gage, dated  9th  instant,  payable  in  five  years 
from  date,  with  Interest  at  1  per  cent,  per 


16 


July 


21 


30 


annum, •  •  •  • 

Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  due 


1st  inst, 

Rev.  James  Scott,  D.D.,  his  travelling  expenses  as 
Delegate  of  General  Synod  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  held 
at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 

Andrew  Vandenberg,  for  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper of  General  Synod,  at  their  session 
held  at  Albany,  4th  instant,  and  for  Station- 
ery, Printing,  &c •  •  • ' 

Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D.,  Stated  Clerk  of 
General  Synod,  his  salary  for  one  year,  due 

1st  inst.,.. 'S150  00 

postage  paid  by  him, 3  20 

B  Livingston  Ivip,  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, six  months'  Interest  on  the  Invested^ 
Scholarships  in  the  Theological  College,  due| 
1st  inst, •.•■*," VJ  " 

Rev  Dr.  McClelland,  in  full  of  his  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  up  to  1st 
September  next,  per  Resolution  of  General 
Synod,  made  at  their  Session,  4th  insL,.  . .. 

Isaac  Young,  Treasurer  General  Synod,  one  year's 

salary,  due  10th  June  last, $250  00 

postage,  discount,  <tc., •       5  66 

and  for  management  of  the  "Widows' 

Fund, 150  00 

postage,  discount,  «fec., 100 


893 


5,*?50 


393 


75 


00 


75 


99 


18 


153 


1,097 


437 


406 


00 


44 


20 


80 


50 


66 


Carried  forward !      ^.^^O  10 
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1851. 


July 


August 


Sept. 


Oct 


Nov. 


Or. 


29 


25 


Brought  forward 

10  Cash  paid  Joseph  A.  Collier,  the  successful  Competitor  for 
the  Van  Doreu  Prize  Essay  on  Missions  for 
the  year  1850 

"  Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  llutgers  College,  six 
months'  salary,  tlue  16th  inst. 

"  Peter  Spader,  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  by 
General  Synod  in  June  last,  to  aid  Professor 
Campbell  in  his  removal  to  New-Brunswick, 
the  expenses  of  such  removal, 

"  John  A.  Gray,  fur  Printing  Minutes  of  General 
Synod  of  their  Meeting  held  at  Albany,  on 

the  4th  June  last, ._ 

6      "       "     Kcv.  Edwin  Holmes,  paid  by  him  into  the  Widows' 

Fund,  and  now  withdrawn, 

16  "  "  Rev.  David  D.  Demarest,  his  salaiy  for  one  year, 
as  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Superintend- 
ents of  the  Theological  College,  due  15th  July 

last, 810  00 

and  incidental  expenses  of  the  Board,    4  87 

••  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Profes- 
sor in  the  Theological  College,  due  Ist  Sep- 
tember next, 

■■  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
this  day, ;  •  •  • 

•'  Rev.  Nicholas  J.  Marselus,  paid  by  him  into  the 
"Widows'  Fund,  and  now  withdrawn, 

"  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Delegates  of 
General  Synod  to  the  General  Synod  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  held  at  Lancas 
ter,  Pennsylvania,  viz. : 

Rev.  William  W.  Halloway, $18  T5 

••'    Elbert  S.  Porter, 18  00 

'■  ihe  following  persons,  their  annuities  out  of  the 
income  of  the  Widows'  Fund  for  the  last  six 
months,  due  this  day,  viz. : 

Lydia  M.  W.  Sluyter, $^0  00 

Catherine  E.  Van  Wagenen, 70  00 

Maria  Rudy, 52  50 

Jane  Hunt 26  25 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.D., 70  00 

"     Samuel  Harlow, 35  00 

"     Jacob  A.  Lansing, 62  50 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon, 70  00 

Mary  Bonnie's  legal  representatives,  four 
months  and  sixteen  days'  annuity,  to 
16th  March  last,  the  day  of  her  de- 
cease,     24  49 


"  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  &c.,  one  half  of  the 
salary  of  the  Librarian  of  Rutgers  College 
for  one  year,  ending  1st  April  next, . .  §50  00 

Carried  forward 50  00 


8,750 

40 
50 

114 

174 
80 


14 

398 

393 
220 


10 

00 
00 

63 

51 

00 

87 

75 

75 

00 


36  75 


470  74 


10,73910 
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1831. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


11 


Dr. 

Brought  forward loO  00 

Cash  paid  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  <tc.,  for  fuel  for 

the  College  for  the  current  year, ....  2000 


1853. 
Jan. 
Feb. 

March 


May 


11 

2      « 

3 

4 

20 
1 


1S31. 


July 


17 


Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College,  three 

months'  salary,  due  16th  October  last 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salaiy  as  Profes 

sor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  this  day, 

Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  Pro 

fessor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 

inst 

Rev.  Dr. Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 

inst, 

B.  Livingston  Kip,  Treasurer  Board  of  Education, 
on  account  of  six  months'  Interest  on  thei 
Invested    Scholarships   in   the    Theological 

College,  due  4th  inst, 

Premium  of  Insurance  on  $8,000,  for  one  year, 

on  Rutgei-3  College, 

B.  Livingston  Kip  Treasurer  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, balance  of  six  months'  Interest  on  the 
Invested   Scholarships  in    the  Theological 

College,  due  4th  December  last, 

Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  Ist 

inst., 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Profes- 
sor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst 
Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro 
fessor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 

inst., •  ■ 

Rev.  George  G.  Sill,  paid  by  him  into  the  Widows' 

Fund,  and  now  withdrawn, 

the  following  persons,  their  annuities  out  of  the 
income  of  the  Widows'  Fund  for  the  last  six 
months,  due  this  day,  viz. : 

Lydia  M.  W.  Sluyter, $10  00 

Catherine  E.  Van  Wagenen 70  00 

Maria  Rudy 52  50 

Jane  Hunt 26  25 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.D., 70  00 

"     Samuel  Harlow, 35  00 

"     Jacob  A.  Lansing, 52  50 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon, 70  00 

the  following  persons,  their  travelling  expenses, 
Ac,  incurred  in  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological 
College,  held  at  New-Brunswick,  15th  inst. 


Rev.  Jacob  West, §12  00 

«     William  J.  R.  Taylor, 7  50 

"    J.  H.  Pitcher, 13  50 

«     Brogun  Hoff, 7  50 

"     John  M.  Van  Buren, 10  00 


10,739 

70 

25 

393 

437 

393 

500 

48 


10 

00 
00 
75 

50 

75 

00 
00 


567 

393 

393 

437 
140 


80 

75 
75 

50 
00 


446 


Carried  forward 49  50l    15,986  15 
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18S1. 

Dr. 

$ 

? 

Brought  forward |50  50 

15,986 

15 

Cash  paid  Rev.  Oscar  H.  Gregory, 8  00 

19                      "     William  Beik'y,  (twice,) 5  25 

21                       "     Isaac  Ferris,  D.D., 8  50 

24                       "     John  S.  Himrod, 5  00 

SO                       "     Abraham  V.  Wyckoff, 8  00 

Sept. 
18S3. 

4                      "    Horace  Doolittle, 4  00 

Jan. 

26                       "     Alexander  H.  Warner, 2  50 

Feb. 

2                       "    John  H.  Duryea,  (twice,) 5  00 

1851. 

91 

75 

Oct 

2     "       "the  following  persons,  their  travelling  expenses. 

<fec.,  incurrec^  in  attending  a  meeting  of  the 

Committee   of    the   Board  of  Superintend- 

ents of  the  Theological  College  for  the  re- 

ception of  Students,  held  at  New-Brunswick, 

Ist  inst,  viz. : 

Rev.  William  J.  R.  Taylor $7  83 

"     Isaac  Ferris,  D.D., 1  50 

"     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D., 6  75 

16 

OS 

May 

15     "       "     Rev.  Ralph  Willis,  paid  by  him  info  the  Widows' 

Fund,  and  now  withdrawn, 

40 

00 

81     "       "     Rev.  Abraham  R.  Van  Nest,  Jr.,  loaned  him  on 

his   bond   and   mortgrge,   dated    1st  May, 

1852,  payable  in  five  years  from  date,  with 

interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum, 

5,000 
9,263 

00 

Balance  in  Bank  to  the  credit  of  General  Synod, . 

97 

29,397 

95 

10 
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1§51. 

June 


20 


24 


Aug. 


Sept. 


13 


Oct,     1 


10 


13 


17 


22 


Nov. 


14 


15 


21 


26 


Dec. 


Cr. 

Balance  brougbt  from  last  account,  ••••••••••••;••  i  V^^n ' 

By  cash  received,  six  months  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000., 

■'  due  this  day, ,■ 

of  Rev.  Wm,  H.  Van  Doren,  one  year^ 

interest  on  the  Missionary  Prize  Essaj 

bond  given  by  him,.  ••••••••  '•••A\ 

six  months'  interest  on  bonds  of  the  Ool 

leeiate  Dutch  Church,  for  $26,000  . . . . 
six   months'   interest   on   two   bonds  foi 

$1,000  each,  due  1st  mst,. .....  ...••• 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $^,500, 

due  31st  July  last •  • 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000 

due  2 1 9t  May  last,  ••••••••••';•  • ' '. 

six  montlis'  interest  on  bond  for  $1,000 

due  this  day,.  . .•••;•'  'A'  ,         J 

balance    of    collection  m  the    Reformed 
Dutch   Church   at  New-Utrecht,    foi 
the   Widows'   Fund,   after    deducting 
Pastor's  subscription,. . .......  ...... 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500 

due  1st  inst ' '  * ; " " "  VC  VC '  Vv." 

of  Rev.  Nicholas  J.  Marselus,  D.D.,  the 

full  amount  necessary  t   constitute  hiro 

a  member  of  the  Widows' Fund  ... .. 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8,50U; 

due  3d  inst, : " '  V  r  '  '^/(^f^cl 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000, 
due  16th  October,. ...... .  •  •  •  •.•••• 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000, 
due  16th  October,.  •••••••;•  ••••••■ 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000. 
due  yesterday, •••••••/•••:••  'Lo'^nn 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500. 

due  16th  inst., •  •  •  •  .•  •  •  •  •••••• 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,800 

due  27th  October  last,.  ••••••• 

six  months  interest  on  bond  for  $2,500 

due  26th  October  last.  - • 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000, 

six  rSonths'  interest  on  bonds  for  $11,000, 

due  this  day, \"j"f"'  io'nnn' 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,000 
due  23d  October  last,. .  •••••••  •••••• 

six  montha'  interest  on  bonds  for  $6,70U, 

and  one  year's  interest  on  $2,000, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $l(),00(i 

due  to-morrow '"V","'\ 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  church 

at  Six  Mile  Run,  for  the  Widows  Fund, 

three  dividends  on  23  Shares  of  Berge.i 

Turnpike    stock,  ten  of  which  belong 

to  Rutgers  College,.  •■••••:••  i^'.-Vn 

«  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5,000, 

due  1st  November  last,. ......  .•..•• 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,0U0. 
due  1st  inst, 


,98245 
120  00 

40  00 

•780  00 

7000 


Carried  forward 


105 

180 

30 


00 
00 
00 


14 
105 


500100 
25500 


140 

140 

140 

105 

84 

T5 

180 

330 

10 

333 

S50 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

oo 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
23 


32 
175 
140 


12,484  88 
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Dec.  1 10 
1833.  j 
Jan.  i23 

3 

4 

5 

16 

2 

5 
14 
19 
21 

1 

3 
4 


Cr. 

Brought  forward, 

By  cash  received,  six  months'  intereston  two  bonds  for  $1,000 

earh,  due  1st  inst., 

"  "  six  mouths'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000, 

due  21st  November  last, 

"  "  six  montiis'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500, 

due  31st  January  last, 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5,750, 

due  9th  December  last, 

"  "  collected  in   the   First  Reformed  Dutch 

church  of  Rotterdam,  for  the  Widows' 

Fund, 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1,000, 

due  13th  inst., 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500, 

due  1st  inst., 

"  "  six  mouths'  interest  on  bond  for  $8,500, 

due  3d  inst 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000, 

due  IGtli  inst., 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500, 

due  16th  inst., 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000, 

due  16th  inst., 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,800; 

due  27tb  April  last, 

"  "  one  year's  interest  on  bond  for  $2,000) 

due  1st  April  last,  belonging  to  the 

Professoral  Fund, 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000, 

due  1st  inst, 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,500, 

due  26th  April  last, 

"             "           on  account  of  the  principal  of  Judah  Ham- 
mond's bond  for  $10,000 

"  "  iix  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $11,000, 

due  this  day, 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,000, 

due  23d  April  last, 

"             "           on  account  of  the  principal  of  Judah  Ham- 
mond's bond  for  $10,000, 

"  "  one  year's  interest  on  bond  for  $500,  due 

1st  inst, 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000, 

due  22d  inst,. 

"  «  one  year's  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000, 

due  16th  April  last, 

"  "  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  amounting 

to  $8,900, 

"  "  of  the  following  persons,  the  interest  on 

their   subscriptions  to   the  Permanent 

Fund  of  General  Synod,  viz : — 
Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  N.  Y.,  $300  00 

John  Oothout, 30  00 

Thomas  C.  Doremus, 30  00 

Cornelius  Duryee, 15  00 

Samuel  Smith, 15  00 

David  W.  Wetmore 30  00 


Oarried  forward, 420  00 


12,484 

70 
180 
105 
201 

6 
35 
105 
255 
140 
122 
140 
98 


00 
00 
00 
25 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 


120 
210 

87 

4,000 

385 

70|00 
2,00000 

3000 
350  00 
28000 
267  00 


21,74213 
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1852. 


May 


26 
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Brought  forward •■.••• ^*20  00 

By  cash  received,  of  Rev.  David  L  Haight 30  00 

^  Abraham  Van  Nest 300  00 


21,742 


750 


of  the  following  Classes,  for  Minutes  of 
General  Synod,  viz.-.—  ^..  J\ 

Bergen, ••'^t^  JJ 

Montgomery, j^  uu 

Paramus, • 1^  00 

South  Classis  of  New-York 12  50 

New-York 26  00 

Paggaic *      °0 

South  Ciassis  of  Long  Island, 8  25 

Schoharie, 37  11 

New-Brunswick, 2*  ^^ 

Albany, 5  50 

Illinois, I  63 

Copies  sold, '!__ 


collected  in  the  following  Classes  and 
Churches,  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  General  S.vnod,  viz.:— 

Classis  of  Watervliet, m^  50 

Church  of  Schoharie 20  00 

Amity, 20  00 

«         Tiossiock, ^  00 

Classis  of  Rensselaer, 20  00 

Orange, *  00 

Church  of  Union  Village,  Wash- 
ington county, 1°  00 

Classis  of  Hudson 30  00 

Schoharie,  balance, 76  57 

Church  of  Nyack, 18  00 

•'     of  Montville, 15  Oo 

"     in  Market  street,  N.  Y.,..   25  86i 

"     of  Walpack 6  00| 

Classis  of  Passaic, 20  Oo 

Church  of  Saratoga, 5  75 

Classis  of  Albany, 200  00 

South  Church  of  Gowanus, 10  00 

Classis   of  New-Brunswick,    bal- 
ance    50  00 

Church  of  Fordham, 2  00 

"       Schvaalenburgh, 4  12 

"       Hackensack, 13  57 

Schenectady, 50  00 

Niskayuna, 30  00 

Rotterdam 15  00 

Princetown, 6  00 


1st 
2d 


of  the  following  clergymen,  their  subscrip- 
tions to  the  Widows'  Fund,  viz. : 

Rev  Charles  Whitehead, |20  00 

«'     John  M.  Van  Buren 20  00 

"     John  H.  Pitcher 20  00 

"     James  Donald 20  00 

"     James  M.  Compton, 20  00 

"     Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.D.,.   20  00 


13 


00 


210 


45 


715 


37 


Carried  forward 120  00    23.417  96 
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1853. 


May 


May 


31 


Cr. 

Brought  forward $120  00 

By  cash  received,  of  Rev.  Jo.*eph  Wilson, 20  00 

"     R.  W.Kiii^'ht, 20  00 

"     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D. 20  00 

"  James  B.  Hardenbergh,  D.D.,  20  00 

"     Benjamin  Basaler, 20  00 

"     Samuel  B.  Ayers 20  00 

"  R.  Ormiston  Cuirie.D.D.,...   20  00 

"     William  S.  Heyer, 20  00 

"    Charles  S.  Hegeman 20  00 

"     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D., 20  00 

"     David  A.  Jones 20  00 

"     Elbert  S.  Porter 20  00 

"     Enoch  Van  Aken 20  00 

"     Peter  J.  Quick, 20  00 

"    Nicholas  E.  Smith 20  00 

"     Ira  C.  Boice 20  00 

"    J.  Abeel  Baldwin, 20  00 

"    John  L.  See, 20  00 

"     Cornehus  Wyckoff, 20  00 

"     Charles  Jukes, 20  00 

"     A.  B.  Winfield, 20  00 

«     Brogun  Hoff, 20  00 

"     Garrett  L   Roof, 20  00 

"    James  M.  Compton, 20  00 

"  Samuel  M.  Woodbridge,.  . .   20  00( 

"     Henry   A.  Raymond, 20  00 

"     Isaac  S.  Demund, 20  00 

"     John  C.  Guldin, 20  00 

"    James  Scott,  D.D., 20  00 

"     Israel  Hammond, 20  00 

"     Nicholas  D.  Williamson, 20  00 

"     John  Gray, 20  00 

"     Oscar  H.  Giegory, 20  00 

"     Ransford  Wells, 20  00 

"     Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyck, 20  00 

"     Alexander  H.  Warner 20  00 

"     Charles  Whitehead, 20  00 

"     Thomas  B.  Gregory, 20  00 

"     Ralph  Willis, 20  00 

"     Joseph  Wilson, 20  00 

"     Eben  S.  Hammond, 20  00 

"     Edward  H.  May, 20  Oo! 

"     Goyn  Talmage, 20  OOJ 


on  the  loth  May  inst,  of  Abraham  Van! 
Nest,  in  full  payment  of  the  principal' 
of  his  subscription  to  the  Permanent! 
Fund  of  General  Synod, 


$ 
23,417 


95 


980 


5,000 


29,397 


00 


00 


95 


By  balance  carried  to  new  account, 9,263  97 

-,       „      ,-,,„  [Errors  excepted.]  ISAAC  YOUNG,  Trcnsttrer. 

oiet  May,  1852. 

The  subscribers,  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  Accounts,  have  examined 
the  same,  with  the  vouchers  exhibited  by  him,  nnd  find  them  correct,  leavin?  a  balance  due  to 
General  Synod  of  nme  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  ninct>'-feven  cents. 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,  ) 

>  Cuvimittee. 


J^ew-York,  May  31st,  1852. 


W.  B.  CROSBY, 


Slnnual  ligrst,  1862. 


The  Board  of  Dhection  submit  to  General  Synod  their  Aranal  Digest, 

as  follows : — 

Funds  Deroted  to  Education. 

THE   VAN    BENSCHOTEN    FUND. 

This  Fund  as  reported  by  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College, 
^•"^  and  tSSToaned 'upon  Bon'd.  seeured  by  Mortgages  up,^  prop- 
erty in   the   State  of  New-Jersey,  &c.,  amounted,  on   the  1st  ot^^^^SO  00 

April,  1852,  to _     2,793  32 

Balance  in  his  hands,  1st  April,  1852, ^'g2i  qO 

Interest  on  same  Fund,  due  1st  May,  1852,  ••••••••••  ■.• "  " " "  V  If  *tVi= 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the  mtereat  of  this        ^^^  ^^ 
Fund,  during  the  past  year, 


LEGACY  OF  MISS  REBECCA  KNOX. 

The  amount  of  this  Fund,  which  is  loaned  upon  Bond  secured  by  Mort-  ^^^  ^^ 

gage  of  property  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  is 48  00 

Interest  due  on  this  Fund,  1st  May,  1852 V  "  *  i  'Z  V ' 'ii  '-iR^i  "  105  11 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer  'fc,^-' ^f .  ^P^V.^f.i^i; 

There  has  been  paid  to  an  indigent  student,  out  of  the  interest  ot  this  ^^  ^^ 

Fund,  during  the  past  year, _.  ■- 

Education  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  tlie  Board  of  Direction,  on  Bonds  secured  ^^^  ^^ 
by  Mortgages,  for  education  purposes, •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  a' ''a 

Balance  of  pHndpal  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod,  ^^^  ^^ 
31st  May,  1852, ••••• 596  78 

Balante  of  interest  in  his  hands  on  tliat  day, ._. 

\Fidow8'  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the.  Board  of  Direction,  on  Bonds  se-  ^^ 

cured  by  Mortgages,  for  the  Widows  Fund,.  ..........  .•••••      *     > 

Src' c  r  Sa°-r4ltt^rtril^^^^^^^^^ 

dnrtog  th.  pit  year,  a.i-ing  t,™,  i„te,e.t  o„  ll.e  FunJ  and  pay-        ^^^  ^^ 
ments  by  subscribers  thereto, - 

Permanent  Profcssoral  Fund. 

TTnder  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which  have  been  collected 
and  bvested  on  the  subscriptions  for  the  Professorships,  as  well  as 
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the  moneys  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, viz.:  , 

Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  Bonds  and  Mortgages  ol 
Real  Estate,  (except  three  Bonds  of  the  Collegiate  Dutch  Church, 
New-York,  which  are  not  accomp.mied  by  Mortgages,) $78,315  00 

Balance  of  the  Professoral  Fund,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  and  transferred  to  General  Synod,  as  per  ac- 
count o'f  Peter  Spader,  Agent,  Ac,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1852,  -which 
is  loaned  on  Bond  secured  by  Mortgage  on  property  in  the  State 
of  New-Jersey •.  V  u  1 ' " '  V      '^' 

Twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock,  ten  of  which  belong  to 

Rutgers  College,  valued  at 575  00 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn's  note, j^ °^"  °" 

Amount  of  unpaid  subscriptions  to  the  Permanent  Fund  of 

General  Synod, HS.lOO  00 

Deduct  this  amount,  which  the  Board  believe  cannot  be  col- 
lected,      s.'^so  00 

Leaving  subscriptions  supposed  to  be  good, ^$7^950^ 

Board  of  Domestic   iVIissiena. 

There  has  been  invested  for  this  Board,  on  Bond  secured  by  Mortgage,_^250^_00 

mtinutea  of  General  Synod. 

There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  during  the  past 

year ^210  45 

And  there  has  been  paid  for  printing  Minutes,  paper,  &c., ^'^'^  ^^ 

Balauce  in  Bank  to  the  credit  of  General  Synod, |9,263  97 

$6,641  of  this  amount  belongs  to  principal,  to  be  invested. 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,  President. 

JOHN  KNOX, 


Directors. 
W.  B.  CROSBY,  ' 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
New-Yorh,  31st  May,  1852. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation.  On  counting 
the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen  :  Mr.  Abraham 
Van  Nest,  President;  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,  and  Messrs.  William 
B.  Crosby  and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  Directors ;  and  Mr.  Isaac 
Young,  Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE    Y. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Delegates  appointed  to 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  :— 

To  the  Genial  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church : 

Your  delegates  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  would 
report,  that  they  were  present  during  the  session  of  that  body,  at  Lancas- 
ter, Pa.,  in  the  month  of  October,  1851. 

We  were  received  with  much  Christian  courtesy,  and  the  salutations  ot 
amity  and  fraternal  feeling,  which  we  tendered  m  the  name  ot  our 
Church,  were  met  in  a  spirit  eminently  cordial,  and  therefore  highly 

^ThrbSiness  of  the  Synod  was  conducted  with  order  and_  decorum. 
The  members  seemed  conscious  of  the  sacredness  of  their  position,  and  a 
becoming  dignity  characterized  all  their  deliberations.  ,^1.1, 

Matters  of  grave  moment,  not  only  to  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
but  to  all  Evangelical  Christendom,  occupied  the  attention  of  that  Synod. 
The  resignation  of  the  Professors  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  at  Mer- 
cersburcr,  begot  the  necessity  for  an  expression  of  opinion  by  the  bynod 
touching  the  propriety  of  continuing  and  virtually  endorsing  a  form  ot 
doctrine  held  and  taught  in  that  seminary,  and  which  is  now  distinctly 
known  as  the  Mercersburg  Theology.  It  was  thoroughly  understood 
that  the  vote  on  the  acceptance  of  the  resignation  of  the  Protessors 
would  involve  directly  the  important  question,  whether  the  bynod 
reposed  full  confidence  in  the  sentiments  published  and  taught  by  those 
Professors.  It  was  regarded  either  as  an  affirmation  or  condemnation 
of  their  whole  theological  teaching.  , 

The  Synod  refused  to  accept  the  resignations,  by  an  almost  unanimous 
decision-,  and  of  course,  with  all  the  moral  weight  of  that  unammity, 
sanctioned  the  proclaimed  opinions  of  their  Professors. 

Of  the  Romanizing  tendency  of  those  opimons  it  would  be  improper 
here  for  your  delegates  to  speak,  any  farther  than  is  necessary  to  mvite 
attention.  The  judgment  of  the  Evangelical  Chm-ches,  both  m  Great 
Britain  and  in  our  own  country  is  one,  respecting  the  perilous  course  ot 
sentiment  chosen  and  defended  more  particularly  by  1  rot  Wevin. 

Your  delegates  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  report  the  above  tacts, 
that  the  Synod  may  judge  what  course  of  action,  if  any,  may  be  proper 
under  the  circumstances.  WILLIAM  W.  HALLOWAT. 

ELBERT  S.  PORTER. 
Williamsburgh,  June  ls(,  1852. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Gerhart,  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  appeared 
in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  appointment,  took 
his  seat  as  a  Corresponding  Delegate  from  the  Synod  of  the  German 


JUNE,  1852.  227 

Reformed  Church.  On  taking  his  seat,  the  delegate  laid  on  the  table  of 
Synod  twelve  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  session  of  the  German 
Reformed  Synod. 

The  Rev,  A.  B.  Van  Zandt,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  appeared  in 
Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  appointment,  took  his 
seat  as  a  Corresponding  Delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  the  United  States. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  William  C.  Bennett,  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  assigning  reasons  why  it  has  not  been  in  his 
power  to  attend  the  meeting  of  this  Synod,  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed as  a  Corresponding  Delegate,  by  the  Synod  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church. 

The  delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
laid  on  the  table  of  Synod  three  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  session  of 
the  Assembly,  May,  1851,  three  copies  each  of  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Assembly,  of  the  3 2d  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  of  the  14th  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  and  of  the  13th  x\nnual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lication. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,  as- 
signing reasons  why  it  had  not  been  in  his  power,  or  of  that  of  his 
secundus,  to  attend  the  late  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  as  a  Corresponding  Delegate,  in  conformity  with 
the  appointment  of  the  last  General  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  amended,  and  is  as  follows : — 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  would  respectfully  report  : 

That  they  find  in  the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  German  Reformed 
Church  a  reference  to  what  is  known  as  the  Mercersburg  Theology. 
But  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject,  your  Committee  do  not  see 
that  they  can  recommend  any  definite  action  to  the  Synod,  calculated  to 
bring  back  to  the  truth  any  body  of  individuals  who  may  have  erred 
from  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  or  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
those  still  adhering  to  the  standards  of  the  Church. 

Your  Committee,  according  to  the  instruction  of  Synod,  would  pre- 
sent the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  after  this  year  this  Synod  will  send  one  delegate,  in- 
stead of  two,  to  represent  this  body  on  the  floor  of  the  German  Reformed 
Synod. 

WILLIAM  H.  VAN  DOREN,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double  num- 
ber of  persons  from  whom  to   elect  delegates  to   the  corresponding 
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Churches,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  the  following  were 
chosen : 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church— Rey.  Alexan- 
der M.  Mann,  Frimarius,  and  the  Rev.  Abraham  Polhemus,  Secundus. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church— Rm.  Cornelius 
Van  SantvQord  and  Brogun  Hoff,  Primarii,  and  Rev.  Cornelius  E.  Cris- 
pell  and  Philip  Peltz,  Secundi. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

SYNODICAL   REPORTS    ON    THE    STATE    OF   THE    CHURCHES. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spent  a  part 
of  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  its  session  in  religious  exercises,  con- 
ducted agreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  John  B.  Alliger,  George  W.  Bethune, 
and  the  Elder,  David  M.  Stone. 

Resolved,  That  a  prayer-meeting  be  held  in  the  lecture-room  of  the 
First  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  this  city,  at  8  o'clock,  upon  every 
morning  of  this  session. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  cf  Religion  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  respectfully  report  •• 
Your  Committee  are  sensible  that  the  duty  which  has  been  devolved 
on  them  is  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  nature.  They  are  re- 
quired to  take  a  survey  of  the  whole  field  of  gospel  labor  occupied  by  our 
beloved  Church,  and  to  inform  you  what  has  been  domg  duruig  the  year 
that  is  past,  what  is  the  present  state  of  that  field,  and  to  what  pomts 
your  attention  should  be  particularly  directed.  This  survey  we  have 
taken  with  much  care ;  and  gathered  as  we  now  are  as  fellow-laborers 
under  the  shadow  of  one  of  our  own  comparatively  young  but  pleasant 
and  flourishing  vines,  we  shall  endeavor  to  render  you  a  faithful  account 
of  the  results  of  the  past  year's  culture,  that  we  may  gratefully  acknow- 
ledo-e  and  together  rejoice  in  whatever  increase  God  has  given  ;  that  we 
may  seek  wisdom  by  mutual  counsel  as  to  future  eflforts;  that  we  may 
humble  ourselves  before  God  for  past  deficiencies  ;  and  that,  as  a  Churcb, 
by  divine  grace,  we  may  fully  awake  to  a  sense  of  our  precious  privileges 
and  our  solemn  duties.  _  /.         .        r*.  a^ 

Among  the  many  blessings  which  should  inspire  our  fervent  gratitude 
to  God,  and  impel  us  to  yet  greater  faithfulness  in  his  service  we  men- 
tion as  one  of  the  first  in  importance,  the  spirit  of  undisturbed  harmony 
and  Christian  love  which  so  eminently  prevails  in  our  midst.  Ihe  reli- 
gion of  the  gospel  is  a  religion  of  love.  All  its  provisions  and  require- 
ments are  developments  of  that  mysterious  love  of  God  in  which  it  on- 
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ginated,  and  by  the  power  of  wliich  it  is  manifested.  Its  first  command, 
therefore,  :uk1  tliat  on  which  all  others  are  based,  is  love  ;  and  our  divine 
Teacher,  in  pointing  out  one  of  the  clearest  marks  and  most  convincing 
proofs  of  true  discipleship,  dechired  :  "  In  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  ye  love  one  another."  And  one  of  the  apostles  ex- 
claims :  "  In  this  we  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  be- 
cause we  love  the  brethren  !"  It  is  this  which  renders  the  Church  a  holy 
brotherhood,  a  school  for  the  soul  in  all  pure  and  hallowed  affections, 
that  by  their  culture  here,  the  Christian  fellowship  of  the  Church  on 
earth  may  be  sanctifying  and  delightful,  and  that  we  may  carry_  with  us 
the  results  of  this  culture  in  our  spiritual  nature,  to  the  yet  more  intimate 
and  immortal  fellowship  of  the  Church  in  heaven. 

"  Love  ia  the  golden  cliain  that  binds 
The  happy  souls  above  ; 
And  he's  an  heir  of  lieaveu  who  finds 
His  spirit  glow  with  love." 

It  is  a  cause,  then,  for  devout  thanksgiving,  that  to  so  good  a  degree, 
we  can  testify  from  our  own  experience  to  the  power  and  blessedness  of 
these  warm  affections ;  and  that  from  this  experience  of  the  peace  which 
they  inspire,  and  the  heavenly  enjoyment  which  they  attach  to  every 
duty,  we  are  taught  to  cherish  and  cultivate  them  with  watchful  assiduity 
for  the  future.  And  it  is  to  this  divine  love  to  God  and  to  each  other 
that  we  must  be  able  to  trace  every  outward  act,  and  by  its  power  be  led 
to  perform  every  future  duty,  if  we  would  have  it  acceptable  to  God, 
delightful  to  ourselves,  or  successful  with  our  fellow-men. 

It  is,  we  trust,  in  this  spirit  that  our  ministers  and  members  have  been 
kept  in  such  happy  fellowship  during  the  year  that  is  past ;  that  undis- 
turbed harmony  also  in  doctrine,  according  to  our  excellent  standards, 
has  prevailed  auiong  us  ;  that  the  gospel  has  been  faithfully  preached, 
and  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary  so  well  attended ;  that  the  meetings 
for  social  service  and  prayer  have  been  regularly  observed,  and  the  reU- 
gious  instruction  of  children  and  youth  has  been  prosecuted  with  renewed 
zeal. 

In  temporal  affairs,  your  Committee  are  happy  to  say  that  the  Church 
has  made  greater  progress  during  the  year  that  is  past  thaii  in  any  year 
of  its  ]M'evious  history.  A  greater  number  of  churches  have  been  erected, 
or  are  in  process  of  erection  ;  sevei'al  new  ones  have  also  been  organized  ; 
many  have  greatly  diminished,  and  some  have  nobly  discharged  the 
debts  which  had  long  pressed  heavily  upon  them,  obstructing  all  their 
efforts,  and  oppressing  the  hearts  of  their  pastors. 

As  to  the  amount  of  charities  bestowed  by  the  Church  to  the  various 
objects  recommended  by  Synod,  your  Committee  find  it  impossible  to  pre- 
sent any  report,  as  the  minutes  of  one  Particular  Synod  only  furnish  us 
with  any  returns,  and  even  these  are  very  imperfect.  Your  Committee, 
therefore,  in  accordance  with  a  suggestion  in  the  paper  referred  to  them 
by  Synod,  recommend  that  one  additional  column  be  hereafter  included 
in  the  Classical  Reports,  to  contain  the  aggregate  amount  contributed  by 
each  church  to  these  objects,  and  that  each  Consistory  be  enjoined  by  its 
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Classis  to  furnish  in  its  report  the  amount  thus  contributed,  to  be  inserted 
reffularlj',  hereafter,  in  the  Classical  Reports. 

In  re<rard  to  the  spiritual  state  of  the  Church,  it  affords  us  great  pleas- 
ure to  say,  that  several  of  our  con,o-regations  have  enjoyed  precious  seasons 
of  revival  during  the  past  year;  and  in  some,  the  special  presence  of  the 
Divine  Spirit  is  yet  manifested  in  reclaiming  wanderers,  quickening  into 
spiritual  life  those  who  have  long  observed  the  forms  of  religion,  but 
given  little  evidence  of  its  inward  power,  and  calling  blind  souls  out  ot 
darkness  into  God's  marvellous  light. 

Several  other  churches,  also,  though  they  are  not  able  to  speak  ot  such 
clear  and  powerful  manifestations  of  the  Spirit's  presence,  are  encouraged 
by  indications  of  approaching  good  in  the  increased  attention  to  the 
means  of  grace,  and  in  the  quickening  of  God's  children  in  the  spirit  ot 
prayer  and  faithfulness.  Surely  these  tidings  should  fill  our  hearts  with 
ioy  and  gladness,  and  inspire  us  with  more  ardent  devotion  in  the  service 
of  God.  They  afford  the  clearest  and  most  cheering  proof  that  '  His 
arm  is  not  shortened  that  it  cannot  save,  nor  his  ear  heavy  that  it  cannot 
hear."  Only  let  us  seek,  dear  brethren,  to  have  our  hearts  filled  with 
the  love  of  Christ  and  the  love  of  souls,  and,  in  the  faithful  employment 
of  the  means  which  he  has  himself  appointed,  we  may  confident  y  believe 
that  they  will  be  attended  with  divine  energy,  and  our  poor  labors  be 
crowned  with  glorious  success.  _ 

We  are  aho  happy  to  stati  that  the  Church  is  giving  evidence  of 
awakened  interest  and  growing  zeal  in  our  Sabbath-schools,  and  in  the 
cause  of  Domestic  Missions. 

While  we  would  deprecate  any  effect  of  the  Sabbath-school  which 
mio-ht  diminish  the  personal  attention  of  parents  to  the  religious  instruc- 
tion of  their  children,  a  duty  solemnly  binding  on  them,  and  a  duty 
which  they  only  can  perform  with  the  efficiency  of  parental  love ;  while 
we  earnestly  entreat  those  of  our  members  who  are  parents  to  revive,  it 
they  have  not  followed,  the  good  old  custom  of  the  fathers  and  mothers 
of  a  former  age,  who  were  wont,  at  least  on  the  evening  of  every  bab- 
batli-dav,to  gather  their  children  and  domestics  around  them,  and  them- 
selves hear  them  recite  the  Catechism  and  the  Bible  lesson ;  and  while 
we  acknowledge  that  there  can  be  no  substitute  for  family  religion,  yet, 
as  an  auxiliary  to  Christian  parents,  and  as  a  means  of  religious  instruc- 
tion to  the  ne  'lected  and  destitute,  we  cannot  estimate  the  Sunday-school 
too  hi<rhly.    We  reioice  to  see  that  the  Church  is  beginning  more  clearly 
to  perceive  her  parental  relation  to  the  young,  and  to  manifest  a  sense  of 
her  obli<ration  to  extend  to  them  her  afl^-ctionate  care,  even  on  their  early 
entrance"  into  our  sin-smitten  world,  and   to  seal   on  their  impressible 
hearts  that  truth  which  is  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salvation,     in 
the  cause,  too,  of  Domestic  Missions,  the  Church,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  ever  before,  seems  to  have  awaked  from  the  slumber  of  indifierence, 
and  this  year  has  been  the  instrument  of  accomplishing  much  good  in 
this  important  department  of  effort.    Under  the  auspices  of  our  Domestic 
Missionary  Board,  during  the  past  year,  fifty  seven  pastors  and  mission- 
aries have  been  sustained  in  their  labors,  nineteen  new  churches  and  mis- 
sionary stations  have  been  organized,  five  new  churches  Lave  been  built, 
four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  members  have  been  received  by  certibcate, 
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and  four  hundred  and  twenty -three  on  confession  of  their  faith.  These, 
which  are  only  a  ])art  of  the  good  which  the  mission  has  done,  are  the 
fruits  of  its  faith  and  love.  Thoy  aflbrd  a  pleasing  evidence  of  the  divine 
approbation,  and  should  lead  us  to  double  our  diligence  in  the  future. 
Nor  should  we  estimate  the  importance  of  these  kindred  institutions  only 
or  chiefly  by  their  present  results.  If  we  would  value  them  aright,  and 
have  our  zeal  in  their  service  increased,  let  us  contemplate  the  remote  as 
well  a.s  the  direct  influence  which  their  success  exerts,  their  efli'ective 
agency  in  sanctifying  our  national  progress,  in  counteracting  the  elements 
of  superstition  and  error,  as  well  as  of  ignorance  and  vice,  which  are  col- 
lecting their  forces  in  our  midst,  and  in  fitting  our  beloved  country  not 
only  to  overcome  these  hostile  elements  in  herself,  but  to  achieve  a  glo- 
rious mission  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

It  is  also  a  source  of  great  pk^iisure  that  our  beloved  fathers  and 
brethren  from  our  Fatherland,  who  are  now  incorporated  in  our  Church, 
and  known  as  the  Classis  of  Holland,  in  the  midst  of  the  various  sorrows 
and  temptations  of  their  new  home,  have  also  been  enabled  to  rejoice  in 
the  gracious  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  a  degree  unparalleled  by 
any  similar  number  of  inmiigrants  that  have  ever  visited  our  shores. 
Many  who  came  to  this  strange  land  as  strangers  to  God,  have  here  been 
made  his  own  children  by  the  new  birth  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  others  have 
been  quickened  and  greatly  comforted  in  the  divine  life;  and,  with  a 
Christian  charity  worthy  of  all  imitation,  notwithstanding  the  privations 
and  trials  to  which  they  are  exposed,  they  have  "  agi-eed  before  the  Lord 
to  devote  a  tenth  part  uf  all  their  income  to  religious  purposes."  While 
we  sincerely  weep  with  these  brethren  in  their  sorrows,  we  also  rejoice 
with  them  in  their  joys ;  and  most  afiectionately  do  we  commend  them 
to  the  prayers  and  sympathies  of  our  Christian  family,  into  which  we 
have  cordially  welcomed  them  as  members. 

In  these  and  other  respects,  which  we  cannot  specify  in  so  brief  a  re- 
port, we  find  abundant  ground  for  hearty  thanki-giving  to  the  great  Head 
of  the  Church,  and  for  encouragement  to  go  on  our  way  rejoicing.  And 
yet  your  Committee  cannot  withhold  their  conviction  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  much  that  should  deeply  humble  us  before  God,  and  lead 
us  to  faithful  searchings  of  our  spirit  and  life,  to  unfeigned  rej^entance, 
and  the  renewed  consecration  of  ourselves  to  the  service  of  our  God.  As 
a  Church,  there  are  among  us  many  deficiencies  greatly  to  be  deplored, 
and  many  energies  dormant  which  ought  to  be  actively  and  earnestly 
employed. 

As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  growth  of  our 
Church  from  the  imperfect  returns  furnished  to  the  two  Synods,  we  have 
the  following  result : 

During  the  past  year,  there  have  been  received  on  confession,  1379  ; 
on  certificate,  1422  ;  dismissed,  1114  ;  suspended,  43  ;  died,  592.  In  a 
Church  consisting  of  between  35,000  and  30,000  communicants,  317 
churches,  and  about  326  ministers,  this  is  certainly  not  such  a  result  as 
our  love  for  Christ  and  our  fellow-men  should  lead  us  to  desire,  and  as 
faith  in  the  promise  of  God's  blessing  to  a  devout  and  spiritual  people 
would  warrant  us  to  expect.  It  is  certainly  not  accomplishing  such 
triumphs  as  the  Church  of  Christ  should  wish  to  accomplish  in  the  ad- 
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mracHe  in  which  God  shall  hold  intimate  fellowship  with  men.     It  is 

ofl,  Ifb,»n  the  mlnistvy  and  our  feUo„-n,e™be,.  -  ^e  au«h 
l^f  PhvUt  if  it  is  not  "high  t  me  to  awake  from  sleep?  It  J^^Y^"'^ 
1  the  tr  th   which  we  Ltly  hold  so  dear,  not  only  sustained,  but  ad- 

that  multitudes  of  those  now  in  sm  may  be  ---;.  f  jf^.^^^.erous 
Your  Committee  are  also  convinced  that  the  s         ^/J^JJ'^' ^     .   ^ 
and  cheerful  Christian  charity  to  the  cause  of  Chnst,  ^  ^he  .uppo.i  a 

.    %Z  S:S  t:£^lilr,^y  e„i„i.  on  *=  Consjstorie,  a^d 

ba'f'«.etfeltnong  us  which  it  <^^'^yi^^::^;:n^. 
and  most  intimately  involvmg  the  P'-°8'f f  ,f  *5,f  tkMu    efFovS  and 

'Z  c.o.ln,  thei.  report,  P^  Committee  would  express  theje^^ 

sire  that  those  who  may  l>«f"  "  *''.  f  ^„*,  „,4,i„<,  account  of  the 

2i:7:£i^Zir^:i^fl^^^^^  -d=g,orious  progress 

be  done  quickly.     Ruling  the  pasi  y      '^;n^  ,„,„3  2,ii„ge  D.D,  and 
"l"te\h  rLf  J°Tvt  de^ort'n^ 
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cultivating  the  spirit  of  our  divine  Redeemer,  while  in  grateful  love  we 
trust  in  his  merits,  lei  us  be  also  animated  to  renewed  and  unfailing  de- 
votion to  his  service  by  the  prospect  of  that  bright  and  permanent  reward 
revealed  to  us  in  his  Word,  "  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament;  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the 
stars  for  ever  and  ever." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CORNELIUS  C.  VAN  ARSDALE,  Chairman. 
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AKTIOLE    VII. 

SYNODICAL     REFEREKCES. 

The  stated  Clerk  laid  before  Synod  an  appeal,  and  reasons  for  the 
same,  taken  by  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ebangh,  from  the  decision  of  the  Par- 
ticular Synod  of  New-York  in  bis  case ;  and  also  an  appeal,  and  reasons 
for  tbe  same,  taken  by  the  Classis  of  New-York,  from  the  same  decision 
of  the  Particular  Synod ;  both  of  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him  by 
the  President  of  the  last  Particular  Synod;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  reported,  and  theiT 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  beg  leave  to 

Tin  rec^ard  to  the  petition  and  complaint  of  Alfred  Carhartt,  that 
inaLth  afno  appealLm  the  decision  of  the  Particular  S^n^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
tained  in  the  paper,  and  inasmuch  as  the  said  Alfred  Gaihaitt  expiesses 
himself  perfectly  satisfied  with  that  decision ;_  theretore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case. 

t  An  appeal  of  Rev!  John  S.  Ebaugh  from  the  decision  of  the  Parti 
cular  Synod  of  New-York,  has  been  referred  to  yo;;;Co-mitt^^^^ 

The  regular  steps  seem  to  have  been  taken,  and  the  Cominittee  ac^^m 
ingly  recommend  that  the  appeal  be  taken  up  and  tried  m  the  usual 

''t' Your  Committee  also  have  in  their  hands  an  appeal  of  ^^l^]^'^^ 
of  New-York  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York 
1;  ttiecase  of  the  appeal  of  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh,  from  a  decision  of 

'' TWs'Speal  seems  to  be  regular,  and  your  Committee  recommend 
that  the  case  be  taken  up  and  tried  in  the  usual  order 

As  both  of  these  appeals  refer  to  the  same  general  subject  your  ^om 
xniUee  i^lcommend  tha?  the  appeal  of  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh  be  taken  up 

before  the  other.  , 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  STEELE,  Chairman. 

WiUiamsbu  gh,  June  Zd,  1852. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  would  ^^Pf '  ^^^^V^'/the  Par? 
references  to  the  present  Synod,  by  the  last  General  Synod  and  the  1  ar 
Sar  Synods  of  Albany  and  New-York,  have  fallen  under  their  noti  e 

On  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  p.  200,  certain  resolutions  offered 
bv  Elder  John  McCarty  were  referred  to  the  present  Synod.         

On  p.  1  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  ■ 
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is  recommended  to  General  Synod  by  the  Classis  of  Schenec- 
tady, for  aid  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  studies  with  the  view  of  the 
Christian  ministry. 

On  the  24th  page  of  the  Minutes  of  Particular  Synod  of  New- York 
occurs  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  passed  by  the  Classis  of 
New-Brunswck : 

"  Whereas  a  former  recommendation  of  the  Christian  Intelligencer, 
by  the  General  Synod,  is  published  weekly  in  that  paper,  and  whereas 
the  Christian  Intelligencer,  as  at  present  conducted,  appears  to  this 
Classis  by  no  means  to  represent  justly  the  doctrines  and  policy  of  the 
R.  D.  Church  ;  therefore, 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  General  Synod  be  called  to  the 
above  facts,  and  that  that  body  be  requested  to  take  such  action  as 
in  its  judgment  may  seem  adapted  to  correct  the  evil." 

Also  the  following  action  on  the  same  subject  by  the  Classis  of  New- 
York : 

"  Whereas  there  is  at  present  no  paper  distinctly  devoted  to  the  advo- 
cacy of  the  views  and  policy  of  the  li.  D.  Church  and  under  its  control, 
and  the  need  of  such  an  organ  is  widely  felt ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Classis  recommend  to  General  Synod  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  such  immediate  action  on  the  subject  as  they  in  their  wis- 
dom shall  deem  best." 

On  p.  28  of  Minutes  of  same  Synod,  is  notice  given  by  the  Rev.  John 
S.  Ebaugh,  of  an  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  in  his 
case.  The  foregoing  references  to  the  Synod  appear  to  be  the  only  ones 
claiming  the  attention  of  your  Committee. 

C.  VAN"  SANTVOORD,  Chairman. 

It  was  Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  referred  to 
this  Synod  by  the  last  General  Synod,  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  suitable  persons  to  receive  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  studies 
for  the  ministry,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

Resolvd,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the  subject  of 
a  religious  newspaper,  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of 
Rev.  Gabriel  Ludlow,  John  Mason  Ferris,  Philip  Peltz,  and  the  Elders, 
Austin  Strong  and  Jacob  H.  Diefendorf. 

The  Rev.  G.  W.  Bethune  was  subsequently  added  to  the  above  Com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE  VIIL 

8YN0DICAL     APPEALS. 

Synod  took  up  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  in  the  case  of  his  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Classis  of  New- York,  suspending  him  from  the 
gospel  ministry. 
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The  President  announced  that  the  Synod  was  about  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  judicial  business,  and  enjoined  upon  the  membe^ 
to  regard  their  characters  as  judges  in  the  highest  court  of  Jesus  Chnst 
know'n  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

The  Elder,  John  Sanders,  was  recognized  as  the  counsel  of  the  Uev. 

John  S.  Ebaugh.  -rr    -c-  -u      rk  "n 

The  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.D.,  and  George  H  Fasher  D.D^ 
were  accredited  as  Commissioners  from  the  Classis  of  New-York;  the 
Rev  Geor<re  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  and  J.  Paschal  Strong,  were  recogmzed 
as  Commissioners  from  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  to  give  ex- 
planations of  the  grounds  of  their  decision  in  the  above  case. 
The  appeal  was  considered  in  the  following  order : 

1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal  and  reasons  of  appeal  were  read. 

3.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read. 

4   The  appellant  was  heard  in  support  of  his  appeal.  _ 

5*.  The  Classis  of  New-York  were  heard  in  defence  of  their  proceed- 
ings by  their  Commissioners.  _  ,       x-         / 

6  The  Particular  Synod  of  New-York  was  heard  m  explanation  of 
the  grounds  of  their  decision,  and  of  their  proceedings  m  the  case,  by 
their  Commissioners.  v^^^ir 

1.  The  appellant  was  heard  in  reply,  by  his  counsel,  and  by  himself 

in  person. 

The  parties  having  withdrawn.  Synod  proceeded  to  deliberate  and 
decide  The  roll  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  members  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  opinion,  when  the  following  motion  was 
made  and  seconded : 

Resolved  That  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh  from  the  de- 
cisiW  t^e  Stilular  Vd  of  New-York,  confirmmg  the  decision  of 
the  Classis  of  New-York,  be  sustained. 

The  following  substitute  was  moved  and  seconded  : 

Resolved,  That,  on  account  of  constitutional  ^rregul^-ities  in  rtie  pro- 

r        ^e\\.a  ria<!<;k  of  New-York,  m  the  case  ot  Rev.  Mr.  £.Dauga, 

Te t£l    iltte?r^rew\ack  ;gain  to  Classis  and  that  they  be 

directed  to  institute  proceedings  in  his  case  anew,  with  a  strict  regard  tx, 

the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  above  substitute,  it  was  decided  in 
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the  negative.    The  ayes  and  nays,  being  called  for,  were  taken,  and  are 
as  follows  : — 


J.  K.  Campbell, 

S.  B.  How, 

H.  Vanderveer, 

W.  H.  Kirk, 

W.  H.  Van  Doren, 

P.  Allen, 

G.  H.  MandeviUe, 

J.  B.  Alliger, 

J.  W.  Ward, 

E.  Van  Voorhees, 
J.  V.  H.  Lawrence, 
C.  Van  Cleef, 

F.  M.  Kip, 

A.  Polhemus, 


J.  M.  Mathews, 
M.  S.  Hutton, 
J.  B.  Steele, 
A.  Riggs, 
J.  B.  Wood, 
E.  R.  Craven, 
J.  Doty, 
T.  Talmage, 
L.  Lafflin, 
A.  Boice, 
H.  Slawson, 
A.  Marshall, 
N.  F.  Chapman, 
L.  H.  Van  Dyck, 
E.  Vedder, 


Ayes. 

W.  H.  Crosby, 
n.  G.  Livingston, 
A.  G.  Ryerson, 

A.  C.  Van  Duyne, 
C.  E.  Crispell, 

B.  Hotf, 

J.  N.  Voorhees, 
J.  M.  Ferris, 
A.  T.  Stewart, 
J.  Storms, 
J.  Van  Vechten, 
J.  W.  Sohenck, 
P.  V.  N.  Morris, 
J.  H.  Van  Woert, 

Nays. 

T.  B.  Gregory, 
A.  B.  Windeld, 
N.  P.  Pierce, 
S.  P.  Stoothoof, 
D.  M.  Stone, 
J.  Carpenter, 
M.  Liiyster, 
G.  Ludlow, 
S.  S.  Becker, 
J.  H.  Watson, 
A.  B.  Chittenden, 
A.  J.  Switz, 
J.  D.  Ogsbury, 
F.  T.  Drake, 


C.  C.  Van  Arsdale, 
M.  V,  Schoonmaker, 
W.  Youngblood, 

A.  Strong, 
J.  Scofield, 
P.  Peltz, 
L.  Preston, 

D,  McNeish, 
D.  l^ayton, 

O.  H.  Gregory, 
T.  F.  Wyckoff, 
S.  Crawford, 
G.  Rockwell.— 4  L 


N.  Conklin, 
G.  Schanck, 
J.  S.  Demarest, 
P.  H.  Burghardt, 
A.  F.  Lansing, 
C.  Van  Santvoord, 

C.  L.  Van  Dyck, 
J.  Auchmoody, 
R.  Pitts, 

J.  M.  Compton, 

D.  A.  Jones, 

C.  N.  Waldron, 

C.  F.  Crosby, 

J.  Whitbeck.— 43. 


The  Rev.  S.  V.  E.  Westfall,  William  Bailey,  W.  L.  James,  and  David 
B.  Hall,  were  excused  from  voting. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  original  motion,  which  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  ayes  and  nays,  being  called  for,  were  taken,  and  are  as  follows  :— 


M.  S.  Hutton, 
J.  B.  Steele, 
J.  M.  Mathews, 
A.  Riggs, 
J.  B.  Wood, 
S.  B.  Howe, 
T.  Talmage, 


Ayes. 

W.  H.  Crosby, 
N.  Conklin, 
G.  Schanck, 
J.  S.  Demarest, 
B.  HoflF, 

P.  H.  Burghardt, 
A.  F.  Lansing, 


J.  A.  Van  Woert, 
E.  Vedder, 
S.  S.  Becker, 
J.  H.  Watson, 
A.  B.  Chittendon, 
A.  J.  Switz, 
J.  D.  Ogsbury, 
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T.  B.  Gregory, 
A.  B.  Winfield, 
N.  P.  Pierce, 

S.  P.  StOOttLOflf, 

D.  M.  Stone, 
J.  W.  Ward, 
J.  V.  H.  Lawrence, 
F.  M.  Kip, 

J.  K.  Campbell, 

E.  R.  Craven, 

H.  Vanderveer, 

J.  Doty, 

W.  H.  Kirk, 

W.  H.  Van  Doren, 

P.  Allen, 

E.  W.  Van  Voorhees, 

G.  Mandeville, 

J.  B.  Alliger, 

A.  Polhemus, 

M.  Luyster, 
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C.  Van  Santvoord, 
C.  L.  Van  Dyck, 
J.  Auclimoody, 
L.  Lafflin, 
A.  Boice, 
H.  Slawson, 
A.  Marshall, 
N.  F.  Chapman, 

Nays. 

C.  C.  Van  Arsdale, 
G.  Ludlow, 
H.  G.  Livingston, 
A.  G.  Ryerson, 
A.  C.  Van  Duyne, 
C.  E.  dispell, 
J.  N.  Voorhees, 
J.  M.  Ferris, 
A.  T.  Stewart, 
J.  Storms, 
J.  W.  Schenck, 
P.  V.  N.  Morris, 


F.  T.  Drake, 
R.  Pitts, 
A.  Strong, 
0.  H.  Gregory, 
C.  N.  Waldron, 

C.  F.  Crosby, 
J.  Whitbeck, 

D.  A.  Jones. — 4  5. 


L.  H.  Van  Dyck, 
M.  V.  Schoonmaker, 
W.  Youngblood, 
J.  Scofield, 
P.  Peltz, 

J.  M.  Compton, 

L.  Preston, 

D.  McNeish, 

D.  Dayton, 

T.  F.  Wyckoflf, 

S.  Crawford, 

G.  Rockwell— 36. 


Tl.e  Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Cleef,  S.  V.  E.  WestfalU- Van  Vechten 
w]it;L  Bailey,  William  L.  James,  and  David  B.  Hall,  were  excused 

Xod  tL  up  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  New-York  from  the  deci- 

•  dePartLlar  Synod  of  New-York,  at  their  last  session,  sustain- 

ZL  'ppfa".^        B.  Ebaugh,  upon  the  first  specification  under 

nfel— r^-  the  Classis  of  New-York  in  the  above  case 
'e  notice  to  the  Synod,  "  that  the  main  object  of  the  Classes  m    ha 
^       Vl.  to  brin/the  whole  case  before  General  Synod,  and  that 
E^wlne  in  L  appeal  already  tried,  they  .vithdraw  the  appeal 
of  the  Classis." 

ISTiat  ThTabove  appeal  be  considered  as  reUnquished. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

CHURCH     GOVERNMENT, 


Nothing  occurei 


ARTICLE  X. 

DOCTRINES     AND     M0RAL8, 


Nothing  occurred. 


\ 
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ARTICLE     XI. 

CUSTOMS     AND     USAGES. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIL 

SCHOOLS    AND    CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  received, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  presented, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  First  Annual  Report  concerning  the  Academy  at  Holland,  Ottawa 
county,  Michigan,  was  presented  and  read  as  part  of  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  Sab- 
bath-school Union  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Education. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  of  the  Boai'd  of  Sabbath-school  Union  was 
presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Education  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  and  practicability  of  establishing  Parochial  Schools 
within  the  bounds  of  our  churches,  and  report  upon  the  same. 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted, 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  on  Education  would  present  the  following  report : 
It  appears  from  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  that  there  are 
at  present  eighteen  young  men  under  their  care,  and  that  of  these  only  two 
have  been  received  since  the  last  meeting  of  General  Synod.  This  must 
be  acknowledged  to  be  a  small  addition,  but  the  reason  assigned  for  it  is 
stated  to  be,  the  change  in  the  mode  of  the  reception  of  students  adopted 
by  the  General  Synod.  The  change  not  having  been  generally  known 
throughout  the  Church,  some  young  men,  anxious  to  receive  aid,  neglected 
to  apply  at  the  proper  season.  This  difficulty,  however,  the  Board  pre- 
sume, will  not  again  occur.  Favorable  mention  is  also  made  of  the 
High  School,  or  Academy,  established  among  the  Holland  brethren  in 
Ottawa  county,  Michigan,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Classis 
of  Holland  in  that  State.  A  statement  of  the  successful  establishment 
of  the  school,  and  of  the  deep  interest  in  it  felt  by  the  Holland  brethren, 
accompanies  the  Report,  and  your  Committee  would  recommend  that 
General  Synod  hereby  express  their  cordial  sympathy  in  the  enterprise, 
and  commend  it  to  the  favorable  notice  of  our  churches. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
General  Synod's  Sabbath-school  Union  has  also  been  examined  by  your 
Committee  with  much  interest.     From  this  it  appears  that  the  whole 
19 
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numbe.-  of  schools  now  on  the  register  is  one  ^m'i'ed  •'"d  «f'5;'j'=' 
"and  that  of  these,  thirteen  have  been  rec^ved  s,n<=e  h  as  ep  t 
The  Board   speak  very  e-ou-P"^^  °<^^'  ^te    Sat'  the    reports 

Siiiil 

inquire  into  the  propnety  and  P-eticab.My  o    ^^-^^^f   establishing 
within  the  bounds  ot  our  Church      As  to  th^  p.opue  y  5 

such  schools,  your  Committee  feel  ^^^f^XtestLiony  in  favor  of  them. 
Our  Church  has  from  tbe  begmnmggu  en  he.  testimony  m 

scholastic  by  schoolmaster.,  and  to  <^f;^'T  ^^J^^'^^/^Xw  „^'  esol^ 

higher  grounds      ^l^J^^^d  the  requisition  cove.,  the  whole  period  of 
her  by  her  great  hlead,  ana  uie  i.<iui  periods  of  infancy 

humaJ  life  from  infancy  to  old  ^g^:,^f  ^^  ,  f^^tu^^^ 
and  of  mature  age,  ^b-  -sponsibihty  of  the  Chu  ch  ^^^^  ^^^^     =.^^ 

attempted,  and  m  some  degree  met ,  but  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^J  l^ere 

which   intervenes   between  infancy  ^^^^,r^^^'Xt\on\  relation  to  the 
forgottonherimperatn.and^ra^fe  a^^^  ^^^ 

sehool-going  age?     Has  she  7^' ^"'"=,.o,4rsiabt,  direction,  and 
•dropped  the  reins  '^^^^^^^^ '^^^^^^^^  mental  and  moral 

control  to  the  world;  at  a  pcnod    too  cum  ^^^ 

habits  are  formed,  when  views  »^,™^"  ^^  .fj^^mplanted?     And  has 

who  are  seeking  to  enter  into  *«  "'"'^^JJ  ;^  C„„„ittee  have  bnt 

Such  being  '1''!  ■P^P™  y  "    '''.%™t7tS  ?o"lnment  of  God,  these 

T  't'tot'ethef  Crianrrtil  the    feel  that,  on  a  subject  of 

S-:i:t' iSiJo^ance.  it  --.ia^^b^^,F«™>'«- i",  '  n^  gIratTa" 

tTe  ipr  or«:n:  r^porarthe  ^odi  i^n  .hich  the 
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Church  should  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  measure  must  necessarily 
vary  with  circumstances.  The  plan  which  should  be  adopted  in  our 
large  cities,  if  indeed  it  could  be  adopted  at  all  there,  must  be  very 
diverse  from  that  pursued  in  places  in  the  country.  Your  Committee  fear 
that,  in  our  large  cities,  the  Church  can  never  regain  her  lost  ground.  The 
only  suggestions,  therefore,  which  your  Committee  feel  warranted  to  make 
at  present,  are  the  following  : 

The  delegate  from  the  Classis  of  Greene  having  stated  to  Synod  that 
his  Classis  had  had  the  subject  before  them,  and  had  resolved  to  en- 
deavor to  establish  a  Classical  parochial  school  within  their  bounds, 
your  Committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  res- 
olution, viz. : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  regard  with  much  interest  this  project  of  the 
Classis  of  Greene,  and  that  Rev.  W,  E.  Turner  and  J.  M,  Compton  be  a 
Committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  best  mode  of  establishment 
and  the  means  of  support  of  parochial  schools ;  and  to  report  thereon  to 
the  next  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  be  requested  to  send  up  to  General 
Synod,  at  its  next  meeting,  their  views  as  to  the  practicability  of  estab- 
lishing parochial  schools  within  their  bounds. 

All  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted, 

K  S.  BUTTON,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education  whose  term  of  service 
has  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were 
chosen,  viz. :  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,  and  Messrs.  Brockholst  L.  Kip  and 
Horatio  P.  Allen. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General  Synod's 
Board  of  Sabbath-school  Union  whose  term  of  service  has  expired.  On 
counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected,  viz,: 
Rev.  Abraham  Messier  D.D.,  Henry,  G.  Livingston,  Thomas  C.  Strong, 
William  R,  Gordon,  Charles  Whitehead,  Abraham  R.  Van  Nest,  John 
C.  F.  Hoes,  and  Messrs.  James  Forrester,  Bauman  Low,  Peter  Duryea, 
Abraham  Lent,  and  Grant  Dubois. 

RUTGERS    COLLEGE. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Rutgers  College,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate : — 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Rutgers  College, 
begs  leave  to  report  to  General  Synod : 

That  they  have  been  happy  to  learn  that  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 
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StcSlSSeL'ic  Theil^the  Professor  of  Theology  in  Rutgers 

^"^Thf  term  of  service  of  the  following  members  of  this  Committee  now 
eJires    Rev  Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D,  and  Darnel  P.  Ingraham 
expires .  r^ev.  xnuma^  &>  ^  FERRIS,  Chairman. 

New-York,  June  7th,  1852. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College  On 
counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  followmg  were  elected.  Rev. 
Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D.,  and  the  Elder  Daniel  P.  Ingraham. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

PROFESSORATE. 

Synod  proceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Superintend- 
ents of  the  Theological  Seminary  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 
Nominations  were  received  from  the  South  Classis  of  Long  Island,  Classes, 
of  Bergen,  Hudson,  Schoharie,  Orange,  and  Westchester,  which  were  con- 
firmed It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nommations  to  report 
double  the  number  of  persons  from  whom  to  choose  members  for  hose 
Classes  who  have  not  nominated.  The  Committee  reported,  and  the 
election  took  place  accordingly.  The  following  are  the  P^r^-  chosen  to 
fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Superintendents  :  Re-  "William  V  V 
Mabon,  Abram  J.  Labagh,  John  G.  Johnson,  Samuel  W.  Mills,  Ransford 
Wells,  D.D.,  John  M.  Ferris,  John  Whitbeck,  and  Henry  Morns 

On  nomination  from  their  respective  Classes,  the  Rev.  John  C  Cruik- 
shank^of  the  Classis  of  Passaic  was  chosen  a  member  «  ^he^oard,  m  the 
place  of  Rev.  Horace  Doolittle,  who  has  removed  from  the  bounds  of  that 
Classis  ;  the  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  of  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  in  the 
place  d  Rev.  B.  Hoff,  removed;  and  the  Rev.  William  E. Turner,  of  the 
S^sis  of  Greene,  in  the  place  of  Rev.  A.  V.  Wyckoff,  removed  from 

the  bounds  of  that  Classis.  i  •    a  ^^-i 

The  Rev.  Professors  Van  Vn^nkerrtm-d- Campbell  Appeared  m  Synod, 
and  presented  the  M\ov.mg^^^m^^S4>^  '^'  Rev.  Professor  Can- 
non, which,  having  been  read,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pro- 
fessorate :—  RtJTGEES  College  Theol.  Seminaet,  ) 

New-Bi-unswick,  June  1,  1852.       ) 
To  the  Rev.  General  Synod  of  tJ.  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  assembled  at  Williams. 

^;;%'rHrL  BRETHREK  .  Chr.s.  :-It  l^as  pW  t^i^ 
you  doubtless  have  heard,  to  arrest  me  in  my  course  of  theological  m 
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struction,  and  to  afflict  me  sorely  with  a  disease  which  thus  far  has 
baffled  the  prescribed  remedies,  and  left  me  unable  to  speak  woi-ds  either 
articulately  or  fluently.  I  am  no  longer  able  either  to  lecture  to  a  class 
or  preach  to  a  congregation,  in  consequence  of  the  sad  and  painful 
aflFection  in  my  throat. 

In  such  circumstances,  while  I  bow  submissively  to  the  will  of  my 
heavenly  Father,  I  put  myself  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Synod  to 
dispose  of  me  as  they  think  proper,  and  to  make  suitable  provision  for 
the  wants  of  the  institution  in  my  special  department  of  study.  The 
Synod  will  consider  tlie  above  sentiment  as  containing  a  full  resignation 
of  my  office,  or  as  standing  aside  to  receive  help,  until  my  bodily  malady 
shall  be  either  removed  or  more  fully  developed.  I  doubt  much  whether 
my  state  of  health  will  so  improve  as  to  permit  me  to  engage  in  active 
ser\ice.  Sincerely  do  I  thank  my  Rev.  Brethren  and  Elders  for  all  the 
kindnesses  shown  me,  and  pray  that  they  may  be  guided  by  the  Spirit  of 
Wisdom  and  Love. 

I  remain,  with  sentiments  of  profound  respect.  Rev.  Fathers  and  Breth- 
ren, your  brother  in  Christ,  and  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  CANNON. 
Rev.  Dr.  Abeel,  Pra3ses,  and  Members  of  the  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported  upon  the  above  commu- 
nication, and  their  report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 

_  The  Committee  on  the  Professorate,  to  whom  was  referred  the  commu- 
nication of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  New-Brunswick,  in  which  he  states  that  it  has  pleased  God  to  afflict 
him  sorely  with  a  disease  which  hitherto  has  baffled  the  prescribed  reme- 
dies, and  incapacitated  him  either  to  lecture  to  a  class  or  preach  to  a  con- 
gregation, and  that  he  therefore  places  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  Synod 
to  dispose  of  him  as  they  think  proper,  and  to  make  suitable  provision  for 
the  wants  of  the  institution  in  his  special  department  of  study  ;  authorizing 
the  Synod  to  "consider  the  above  sentiment  as  containing  a  full  resigna- 
tion of  his  office,  or  as  standing  aside  to  receive  help  until  his  bo'dily 
malady  shall  be  either  removed  or  more  fully  developed,"  would  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

_  \.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  Synod  receive  the  above  commu- 
nication with  unfeigned  sorrow ;  that  they  reverently  acknowledge  and 
bow  to  the  dispensation  of  God,  so  afflictive  to  the  Theological  Seminary 
and  the  Church  at  large,  and  affectionately  sympathize  with  our  venerated 
Father  in  Christ  and  his  family  ;  that  they  express  their  high  sense  of 
the  importance  of  the  services  which  he  has  rendered  to  the  Seminary  and 
Church;  of  the  great  and  constant  fidelity  with  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  office  ;  of  the  devotedness  with  which  he  has  endeavored 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  institution  with  which  he  is  con- 
nected as  Professor;  of  the  uniform  dignity  and  propriety  which  has 
marked  his  whole  conduct  and  conversation,  and  of  the  ability  with  which 
he  has  maintained  the  peculiar  doctrines  and  order  of  our  Church ;  and 
they  offer  their  fervent  prayers  for  his  restoration  to  health  and  useful- 
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„«s,  and  that  his  days  among  us  may  be  peacetul  and  happy,  and  b, 
cheered  by  the  lively  hope  and  joys  of  salvai™^ 

\  ^C'trdXS:  t'o'l  i^rZ'L:  m  the  Thedoged 
Self  y%d  thS'ethole  amount  of  the  salary  uow  anne.ea  to  .the 

n^'SS'TraXod  appoint  «  P-fess°r  "J  P^lo '.SS 

College. 

By  order  of  the  Committee.  saMUEL  B.  HOW,  Clmrma,. 

Besolved,  That  in  view  of  the  election  of  an  '^'^^'■""'^^^fT'l-^l^' 
dace  of  Dr  Cannon,  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate 
SeAeways  and  means  for  the  increase  of  the  funds  and  mcome  of 

''w'ptSed  to  appoint  a  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology,  Eccle.- 
astM  History,  and  Church  Government,  in  the  Theolog.cal  Seminary  of 
:"™e/butch  Church,  in  the  place  of  the  Eev.Dr.  Cannon,  whose 

resignation  has  been  accepted.  -^^t^A 

I  number  of  candidates  for  the  Professorship  hav.ng  been  nommated, 
and  said  nominations  having  been  by  ballot  reduced  to  t^-e  -  a^^^^^^ 
ceeding  day,  after  a  season  spent  in  special  prayer,  Synod  P-ce  ded  to 
eLct  a  Professor.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev. 
John  Ludlow,  D.D.,  was  elected.     Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Rev.  John  ^u^low,  ^-^  ^e  ^^^^ 
hereby  is  appointed  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology,  Eccles.a..cam^^^^^^^^^ 
and  Church  Government,  in^he  Theological  Semmary  of  the  Reformed 

Protestant  Dutch  Church.  .  ,        .  o„,i  «npplfv- 

Besolved,  That  an  instrument  certifying  the  appomtmen t  ^nd  specity 
ing  the  duties  of  the  office,  be  signed  in  the  presence  of  tbe  Genera 
Synod  by  the  President  thereof,  and  by  him  given  m  the  name  of  the 
nburrh  to  the  Professor  elect.  ,       ,     , 

SM,  That  the  salary  of  the  Professor  elect  be  seventeen  hundred 

and  fifty  dollars  per  annum.  ,    ,     -n,,      at     i,o,v, 

Besied  That  the  President  of  this  Synod,  and  the  Elder  Abraham 
Vaf  N  t  be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  Professor  elect,  mtorm  brm 
If  hifa    ointment,  and  obtain  from  him  his  decision  on  'b^  subject. 

BM,  That  the  Professor  of  Pa,tor.al  ^-'"8^.  ^f '^X^'- 
tory,  and  Church  Government  be  inaugurated  mto  h,s  office  on  F, day, 
The  first  day  of  October  next,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.M.,  m  the  F.rst  Re- 
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formed  Dutch  Church  in  New-Brunswick  ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the 
inaugural  address  to  be  deUvered  on  that  occasion  by  the  Professor  elect, 
the  Rev.  George  "W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  to  preside 
and  to  deliver  a  sermon,  and  the  Rev._,  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,  to  deliver  a 
charge  to  the  Professor ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoft',  D.D.,  be 
secundus  to  the  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  Ransford 
Wells,  D.D.,  be  secundus  to  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D. 

Resolved^  That  a  Committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Jeremiah  Whitenack, 
Peter  Spader,  and  John  Stoothoof,  be  appointed  to  aid  Professor  Lud- 
low in  his  removal  to  New-Brunswick,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  General 
Synod  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Samuel  B.  How  and  James  K.  Campbell  be, 
and  hereby  are  apppointed  a  Committee  to  carry  to  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Can- 
non, D.D.,  a  copy  of  all  the  action  of  this  Synod,  upon  his  resignation  of 
his  professorship  in  the  Theological  Seminary. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  respectfully  submit  to  General 
Synod  the  following  Report :  ^ 

1.  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  that,  during  the  year  previous  to  the  examination 
in  July,  1851,  twenty-six  young  men  had  attended  the  exercises  of  the 
institution.  Of  these,  two,  who  were  members  of  the  Senior  Class,  have 
been  obliged  by  the  loss  of  health  to  rehnquish  their  studies,  and  one  has 
died.  One  of  the  Professors  also  has  resigned  his  professorship.  It  is 
the  usual  method  of  the  Divine  procedure  to  try  the  faith  and  zeal  of  the 
Church;  and  by  these  atHictive  dispensations  of  his  providence,  God  calls 
us  not  only  to  submission  to  his  will,  but  to  a  livelier  sense  of  our  depend- 
ence upon  him  for  the  preservation  of  a  faithful  gospel  ministiy,  and  to 
more  fervent  prayers  for  the  increase  of  the  number  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  devote  themselves  to  his  service  in  it.  Your  Committee  no- 
tice with  pleasure  a  handsome  donation  to  your  Theological  Library  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  volumes  of  theological  works  in  the  Dutch  language,  from 
the  family  of  the  late  Rensselaer  Westerlo,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  for^  which 
suitable  acknowledgments  were  made  by  your  Board  of  Su[)erintendents. 
The  increase  of  the  Theological  Library  is  a  matter  of  great  importance. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  in  many  families  there  are  books,  the 
value  of  which  is  unknown  to  them,  which  aie  laid  aside  as  useless,  but 
which,  if  deposited  in  your  library,  would  really  add  to  its  value;  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  hereafter  many  will  imitate  the  good  example  of  the 
Westerlo  family, 

2.  From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  it  appears  that  they 
have  given  a  highly  commendable  attention  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
Synod,  and  that  all  their  proceedings  have  been  conducted  with  cordial 
unanimity.     The  debt  of  General  Synod  has  been  entirely  liquidated  ;  its 
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funds  are  well  invested  ;  the  interest  on  them  is  regularly  paid,  and  there 
is  a  handsome  balance  in  the  treasury  in  the  Synod's  favor.  To  the 
many  other  acts  of  generous  and  Christian  liberality  of  Abraham  Van  Nest, 
Esq.,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  he  has  added  that  of  pay- 
ing into  the  treasury  his  subscription  of  five  thousand  dollars  towards 
the  endowment  of  the  third  Professorship. 

The  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn  has  been  written 
to  on  the  subject  of  his  indebtedness  to  Synod,  and  she  has  promised 
payment  when  practicable. 

The  Rev.  A.  D.  Wilson  and  Mr.  JohnG.  Voorhies,  who  were  appomted 
agents  of  Synod  to  take  possession  of  the  church  edifice  and  property 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  of  Brunswick,  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  and 
to  make  the  best  disposition  of  it  in  their  power  for  the  interest  of  Synod, 
having  returned  no  answer  to  the  communication  of  the  Board  m  Sep- 
tembei-  last,  have  again  been  written  to  on  the  subject. 

There  are  now  sixteen  productive  scholarships,  and  one  in  process  of 
accumulation. 

The  present  amount  of  the  Relief  Fund  is  eleven  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  have  recently  been 
paid  into  it,  making  it  now  twelve  thousand  dollars.  The  annuitants  are 
five  widows  of  deceased  ministers  and  three  superannuated  and  disabled 
ministers.  Dr.  Murphy  has  declined  his  appointment  to  act  as  an  agent 
for  this  Fund.  The  Board,  while  they  express  their  regret  at  its  slow 
increase,  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  this  subject. 

The  Treasurer's  report  of  the  annual  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
Synod ;  the  list  of  securities  belonging  to  General  Synod  ;  the  Annual 
Digest  of  the  Funds  devoted  to  education;  of  the  Widows'  Fund;  of  the 
Peraianent  Professoral  Fund ;  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions ;  the 
list  of  the  investments  of  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,  of  the 
interest  paid  on  them,  and  of  the  expenditure  of  these  receipts,  contain 
clear,  full,  and  satisfactory  statements  on  all  these  particulars.  It  appears 
from  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  that  nine  young 
men  have  received  aid  from  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund  during  the  year  end- 
ing March  31,  1852,  and  that  the  Fund  is  in  a  safe  and  flourishing  state. 

'Rev.  Dr.  S.  A.  Van  Vranken,  Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  in 
a  communication  to  General  Synod,  dated  June  3,  1852,  states  that  he 
has  made  and  is  now  making  sundry  repairs  upon  the  premises  which  he 
now  occupies,  and  which  belong  to  General  Synod,  which  he  considers 
necessary  not  only  for  comfort,  but  for  "  decency,"  and  the  health  of  his 
family.  He  asks  the  Synod  to  approve  of  what  he  has  done  and  is  domg, 
and  to  authorize  its  Treasurer  to  pay  the  bills  for  these  repairs.  Your 
Committee  believe,  from  the  statements  of  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  that  they 
are  necessary  not  only  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  his  family,  but  for 
the  ]ireservation  of  Synod's  property;  they  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  request  of  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  authorized  to  pay  bills  which  may 
be  presented  to  him  for  repairs  now  making,  and  which  he  has  made  on 
the  premises  in  which  he  resides,  belonging  to  General  Synod. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rutgers  College,  that 
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the  term  of  service  of  the  followinix  members  of  the  Committee  now  ex- 
pires :  Kev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  IXD.,  and  Daniel  P.  Ingraliam. 

On  the  subject  of  devising^vays  and  means  for  the  supi^ort  of  the 
Professor  Emeritus  and  the  Professor  elect  of  Pastoral  Theology,  &c.,  m 
our  Theological  Seminary,  which  was  referred  to  them,  they  respectfully 
report  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  newly-elected  Professor  shall  com- 
mence on  September  1,  1852. 

2.  Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Classes,  and  each  of  the  mmisters  and 
Consistories  under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  be  enjoined  and  respectfully 
urged  to  use  their  best  endeavoi-s  to  raise  funds  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  these  Professors. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  B.  HOW,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

STUDENTS    IN     THEOLOGY. 

Resolved,  That  the  rule  requiring  a  sum  of  one  dollar  from  the  students 
of  Jihe  Theological  Seminary,  for  the  use  of  the  library,  be  and  is  hereby 
repealed. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

CHURCH    VISITATIONS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

PREVAILING     SINS. 


Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

MISSIONS. 


Whereas,  in  the  view  of  this  Synod,  it  would  contribute  greatly  to  the 
extension  and  prosperity  of  our  Church,  if  permanent  provision  were  made 
for  the  adequate  support  of  the  ministry,  especially  in  our  infant  or  weaker 
congregations : 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  be  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Rev.  James  M.  Mathews,  George  W.  Bethune,  and  Alexander 
M.  Mann,  and  the  Elders,  Clarkson  F.  Crosby  and  David  M.  Stone,  to 
report  thereon  during  the  present  meeting  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  was  subsequently  discharged,  and  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  of 
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the  General  Synod  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  was  pre- 
sented, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was 
received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was  presented, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Sermon  on  the  subject  of  Domestic  Missions  was  preached  on  the 
evening  of  the  second  day  of  the  session,  by  the  Rev.  WiUiam  W.  Hallo- 
way,  from  Rom.  xiii.  11  :     "  Knowing  the  time.'''' 

The  Sermon  on  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions  was  preached  on  the 
evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  session,  by  the  Rev.  Ira  C.  Boice,  from 
the  Song  of  Solomon,  viii.  5  :  "  Who  is  this  that  cometh  up  from  the 
wilderness,  leaning  upon  her  beloved?'''' 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted, 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  would  respectfully  report : 

I.    As  to  Foreign  raissious. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of 
$10,471.40,  being  an  increase  of  $335.44  over  the  receipts  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  of  $865.04  over  those  of  the  year  ending  June,  1850. 
While  it  is  gratifying  thus  to  learn  that  the  interest  of  our  churches  in 
the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  is  not  decreasing,  yet  it  is  evident,  from  the 
very  small  augmentation  of  receipts,  that  it  is  not  increasing  at  a  rate 
proportionate  to  the  degree  of  light  as  to  her  duty  God  is  shedding  on 
his  Church.  And  your  Committee  would  urge  on  our  churches,  and 
especially  on  their  pastors,  a  more  careful  and  prayerful  attention  to  the 
increasing  pecuniary  wants  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  as  God  in 
his  Providence  is  continually  opening  new  and  promising  fields  of  labor  to 
their  view,  and  calling  upon  his  Church  to  occupy  them  for  Him. 

The  Head  of  the  Church,  in  honoring  his  people  with  the  duty  of 
making  known  to  the  world  the  riches  of  his  grace,  as  revealed  in  the  gos- 
pel, designs,  through  their  obedience,  the  welfare  of  his  redeemed,  as  well 
as  the  salvation  of  the  heathen  ;  while  obedience  tests  the  willingness 
of  Christ's  professed  disciples  to  submit  to  sacrifices,  to  undergo  arduous 
labors,  and  to  deny  themselves,  for  His  sake  who  died  for  their  redemp- 
tion— a  test  which,  when  yielded,  confirms  their  hopes  of  oneness  with 
Christ,  and  thus  increases  their  gratitude  and  joy  in  the  Lord.  There 
are  also,  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  trials  to  which  faith  is  subjected, 
which,  though  many,  and  oftentimes  severe,  are  in  their  results  found  to 
be  precious,  and  unto  praise,  and  honor,  and  glory.  Thus,  while  his 
servants  in  the  fulfilment  of  duty  seek  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature,  God  makes  known  to  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly 
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places  by  his  Church  his  manifest  wisdom  ;  and  to  his  Church  he  grants, 
as  his  blessing  on  obedience,  the  rich  graces  of  his  Spirit. 

In  the  history   of  the  Foreign    Missions    of   our  Church,    we    look 
back  on  many  trials,  sent  upon  us  for  wise  purposes ;  and  still  a  dark 
cloud  rests  upon  a  station   long  and  fondly  cherished  by  us— one  in  be- 
half of  which  we  have   often  prayed  and  wept.    But  are  discourngeinents 
to  deter  us  from  duty  ?     Because  present  success  has  been  withheld,  are 
we  to  withdraw  our  efforts  ?     While  we  remember  that  Christ's  is  that 
mighty  power  by  which  he  is  able  to  subdue  all  things  to   himself,  and 
that  he  has  assured  us   that  he  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing 
precious  seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again   with  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
sheaves  with  him,  is  not  our  duty  clear  ?     Obedience,  not  success,  insures 
the  approval  of  our  Lord.      Our  prayers  for  the  Borneo  Mission  have 
been   many,  our  anxieties  great,  our  disappointments  neither  few  nor 
small.     We  have  looked  for  light,  but  behold  darkness.     Of  the  brethren 
we  have  sent  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Dyaks,  some  rest  from   their 
labors  ;    they  sleep  in  Jesus,  and  their  memories  are  blessed.      Others 
have  sickened,  and  returned  to  their  native  land.     And  now  there  is  not 
even  a  solitary  individual  left  there,  to  tell  the  benighted  heathen  of  the 
riches  of  Christ's  grace.     Our  beloved  brother  Steele  is  still  with  us,  anx- 
iously looking  for  some  whom  love  to  Christ  and  pity  for  perishing  souls 
may  induce  to  return  with  him  to  the  scenes  of  his  former  labors.      The 
cry  of  help  for  Borneo  has  been  sounded  through  our  Church ;  but  in 
vain.     Though  the  providence  of  God  originally  pointed  to  this  as  a  loca- 
tion for  our  missionaries  ;  though  our  brethren  have  there  sown  seedwhich 
faith  in  the  promises    should  lead  us  confidently    to   expect  will   yet 
spring,  and  bring  forth  fruit  to  the  glory  of  Christ ;  though  a  knowledge 
of  the  language  has  been  acquired,  and  elementary  books  prepared,  and 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  Dyaks  have  been  won,  and  the  prospect 
of  successive  labor  is  bright ;  yet  to  all  the  cries  for  help— cries  urged  on 
his  own  redeemed  ones   by  our  Lord,  as  he  pleads  with  them  by  his  love 
for  them — there  is  no  response.    And  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  this  sta- 
tion, so  long  and  so  fondly  nurtured  by  us  ;  this  station,  so  endeared  to 
us  by  the  memory  of  the  labors  of  Thompson  and  Pohlraan,  will  yet  be 
abandoned.      Shall  this  be  ?      Your  Committee  would   respectfully  and 
affectionately   urge  on  our  pastors   the  presentation  of   the  Mission  at 
Borneo  to  the  churches,  for  their  prayers ;  to  the  young,  for  their  sympa- 
thy.    And  on  the  young  men  who  are  looking  forward  to  the  gospel 
ministry  would  they  urge  the  inquiry,  whether,  if  God  is  asking,  "  Whom 
shall  I  send  ?"  their  duty  is  not  to  reply,  "  Here  am  I ;  send  me"  ?    and 
whether  they  may  not,  by  withholding  themselves  from  the  work,  bring 
upon  themselves  the  curse  pronounced  against  the  inhabitants  of  Meroz, 
because  they  came  not  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  ? 

On  our  station  at  Amoy  the  Divine  blessing  has  rested ;  and  to  our 
brethren  there  laboring  most  cheering  indications  of  God's  favor  have 
been  afforded.  This,  says  the  Missionary  Herald,  "  has  been  more  suc- 
cessful than  any  other  mission  of  the  Board  in  China;  and  its  prospects 
for  coming  years  are  eminently  cheering."  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Talmage, 
dated  in  January  last,  in  which  he  reviews  the  events  of  the  past  year, 
he  states  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  they  had  two  houses 
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open  for  the  public  preacbing  of  the  Word ;  their  regular  service  in  each 
being  two  sermons  on  every  Sabbath.  Two  Bible-classes,  a  meeting  for 
prayer  and  conference,  and  two  female  prayer-meetings,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  wives  of  our  missionaries,  constituted  their  regular  weekly 
services.  In  addition  to  these,  other  and  more  informal  services  were 
conducted  almost  every  day  in  the  week,,  either  by  themselves  or  the  na- 
tive Christians.  He  himself  had  also  engaged,  as  far  as  his  health  and 
strength  would  allow,  in  preaching  in  public  places,  to  those  whom  he 
could  draw  together,  and  had  been  much  encouraged  in  the  work.  Their 
various  meetings  were  usually  well  attended.  The  Sabbath  congregation 
in  the  cliapel  had  assumed  a  permanent  character,  and  resembled  a  con- 
gregation in  a  Christian  land.  Daring  the  year,  our  brethren  were 
permitted  to  receive  into  the  church  ten  persons,  on  a  confession  of 
their  faith.  But,  alas  !  while  the  field  is  white  unto  the  harvest,  laborers 
are  wanting,  and  the  harvest  cannot  be  gathered.  The  health  of  our 
brethren  has  been  insufficient  to  sustain  the  multitude  and  pressure  of 
their  labors,  and  with  every  prospect  of  a  successful  issue  of  their  work, 
could  it  be  prosecuted,  failing  strength  has  compelled  them  to  desist,  at 
times  at  least,  from  their  labors.  Around  them  and  before  them  they 
see  fields  of  promise ;  but  they  cannot  occupy  them.  They  have 
stretched  forth  their  hands  towards  their  brethren  at  home,  appealing  to 
them  for  assistance.  Year  after  year  the  Church  has  heard  their  cry ; 
but  it  has  been  unheeded.  They  have  been  left  alone  ;  and  as  the  con- 
sequence, when,  through  the  Divine  blessing  on  their  past  efforts,  noth- 
ing more  seemed  to  be  necessary  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  own  and  the 
Church's  desires  than  the  prosecution  of  the  work  they  had  commenced, 
they  are  forced,  through  the  failure  of  health,  and  the  withholding  from 
them  of  needed  assistance,  to  witness  the  disappointment  of  hopes  they 
might  confidently  have  expected  to  be  realized,  or  to  neglect  plans  which 
promised  abundant  success.  Your  Committee  would  respectfully  call  the 
attention  of  our  Church  to  the  statement  made  by  our  brethren,  as  ex- 
hibiting the  need  of  an  immediate  reinforcement  of  that  Mission :  "This 
field,  from  the  first  so  widely  open,  and  so  inviting  to  the  Christian  la- 
borer, still  continues  to  open  wider  and  become  more  inviting.  Though 
the  iiumber  of  missionaries  might  be  increased  many-fold,  each  might  find 
abundant  opportunity  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability, 
and  none  need  build  on  another  man's  foundation.  It  seems  strange 
and  unaccountable  to  us  that  so  great  and  increasing  a  demand  for  la- 
borers in  this  field  is  not  responded  to  by  our  Church.  We  know  not 
how  it  can  continue  unheeded  without  great  detriment  to  the  cause,  if  not 
criminality  on  the  part  of  those  who  might  come  to  our  assistance.  When 
Amoy  was  first  occupied  as  a  station,  there  was  but  little  foreign  com- 
merce. There  has  been  since,  however,  a  continual  increase.  During 
the  last  two  years  the  advance  has  been  very  rapid.  The  influence  of 
Amoy  over  the  surrounding  country  must  also  be  increasing.  The  efforts 
of  the  churches  should  at  least  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  commerce, 
especially  when  we  consider  that  there  is  so  much  in  it  which  tends  di- 
rectly to  subvert  the  little  morality  and  virtue  which  now  exist  among 
this  people.     One  great  reason  why  we  have  such  advantages  over  those 
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who  are  laboring  at  Canton  is,  that  the  gospel  and  foreign  commerce  are 
coeval  at  Amo}'." 

In  India,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Scuddcr  and  his  son,  the  Rev.  William  W. 
Scudder,  (both  connected  with  the  Ciassis  of  New-York,)  are  laboring 
among  the  Tamul  population.  Mr.  Joseph  Scudder,  the  third  son  of  Dr. 
Scudder,  a  graduate  of  the  College  and  Theological  Seminary  at  New- 
Brunswick,  has  recently  been  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ, 
and  has  received  from  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  American  Board 
an  appointment  to  join  his  father  in  the  missionary  field  in  India.  The 
venerable  father  will  thus  be  blessed  in  the  association  of  two  of  his 
sons  with  him  in  the  work  in  which  his  heart  delights ;  while  at  the 
same  time  others  of  his  sons  are  in  a  course  of  training  for  the  same 
blessed  employment. 

Your  Committee  would  respectfully  submit  the  question  to  Synod, 
whether  any  means  can  be  devised  to  place  our  efforts  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions on  a  basis  promising  greater  efficiency.  Our  connection  with  the 
American  Board,  now  of  about  nineteen  years'  continuance,  has  ever  been 
pleasant,  and,  to  us,  beneficial.  In  our  connection  with  them,  we,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  prosecute  our  efforts  far  more  efficiently  than 
we  could  were  we  an  independent  organization.  Nor  is  any  change  in 
this  matter  desirable. 

Can  nothing,  however,  be  done  to  increase  the  interest  of  our  churches 
in  the  cause  of  Missions,  and  awaken  in  God's  people  a  spirit  of  more 
fervent  prayerfulness,  of  more  conscientious  liberality  ? 

Can  nothing  be  done  to  interest  the  youth  of  our  Church  in  this 
great  and  glorious  cause,  and  induce  their  personal  consecration  to  this 
blessed  work  ? 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : 

1.  That  the  Journal  of  Missions  and  the  Day  spring  \)Q  recommended 
to  the  churches  under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  as  furnishing  information 
on  the  subject  of  Missions  well  calculated  to  deepen  the  interest  of 
Christ's  followei"s  in  the  cause;  and  that  our  ministers  and  consistories 
be  earnestly  requested  to  take  necessary  measures  for  the  supply  of  every 
family  in  their  congregations  with  a  copy  of  one  of  these  publications. 

2.  That  the  young  men  of  our  Church,  who  are  looking  forward  to 
the  ministry,  be  urged  to  read  and  ponder  on  the  appeals  of  our  mis- 
sionaries to  the  Church  for  additional  laborers,  and  to  ask  of  themselves, 
deliberately,  and  carefully,  and  prayerfully,  what  the  Lord  would  have 
them  to  do. 

3.  That  as  a  Church  we  will  not  yet  abandon  Borneo;  but,  with  earn- 
est prayer  to  God  for  his  blessing,  will  carefully  and  anxiously  seek  to 
reoccupy  that  station. 

4.  That  we  congratulate  our  beloved  and  venerable  Father  Scudder  on 
the  association  of  another  son  with  himself  in  his  field  of  labor;  and  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  the  devotion  of  his  other  sons  to  the  cause  of  Missions, 
while  we  behold,  we  rejoice  with  him,  in  God's  gracious  answer  to  his 
prayers. 

6.  That  when,  in  the  orderings  of  Divine  Providence,  it  shall  seem  de- 
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sirable,  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
the  organization  of  Classes  at  Amoy  and  in  India. 


II.    Domestic    missions. 


Although    the    experience   of   another    year  is   not   wholly  of  an 
unmixed  character,   yet  the  Committee   can    speak   in   the   language 
of  concrratulation.     The  heart  is  gladdened  with  the  evidently  mcreas- 
ing  re<?ard  that  attaches  itself  to  this  scheme   of  the  Church  for  pro- 
moting its  extension  and  usefulness.    This,   your   Committee  believe, 
affords  the  hope  that  there  is  a  growing  desire  for  the  advancement 
of  pure  and  undefiled  religion  through  the  world;  for  an  increasing 
anxiety  to  cany  the  bread  of  life  to  those  who  in  our  own  favored  land 
are  without  it  will  be  felt  through  the  whole  field  of  missionary  labors. 
The  children  will  not  be  fed,  without  awakening  a  feehng  of  sympathy 
for  the  strancrer  who  is  destitute  of  the  bread  of  hfe.     While  there  is  a 
hope  thus  awakened  which  they  would  fondly  cherish,  they  will  look 
forward  to  an   early  day  when  the  fields  around  us  that  are  white  lor 
harvest  will  be   gathered  into  the  granary  of  the  Lord,  yielding  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  which  shall  be  to  the  praise  ot  the 
Great  Husbandman.     Our  country  is  wide,  and  folds  in  its  arras  men  ot 
every  condition,  from  the  child  of  God  to  those  who  are  far  off  trom 
him  and  without  hope  in  the  world.     To  many  in  less  favored  circum- 
stances than  our  own  has  that  light  been  given  that  alone  can   guide 
their  feet  into  the  ways  of  peace  ;  and  while  this  Society  receives  our  first 
attention,  it  is  pleasing  to  reflect  that  in  every  mmd  enlightened  by  the 
Word  and  Spirit  of  God,  through  its  instrumentality,  a  feeling  of  sympa- 
thy is  awakened  regarding  all  in  every  land  who  are  ignorant  ot  Him 
whom   to  know  is  life   eternal.     The  person  elevated  to  that  position 
from  whence  he  can  survey  the  gospel  field,  now  to  his  mmd  rich  m  all 
that  is  needed  to  bless  the  sinner's  soul,  will  at  the  same  time  contena- 
plate  with  interest  the  condition  .of  t'iose  who  are  yet  blind  to  all  that  is 
lovely  and  all  that  is  important,  in  the  provision  of  Zion.     And  whilst 
he  now  feels  that  his  own  highest  interests  can  only  be  promoted  by  a 
diligent  use  of  the  means  ot  g-ace,  which  the  Christian  kindness  of  others 
brouo-ht  to  him,  and  urged  upon  his  acceptance,  he  cannot  and  will  not 
be  unmindful  of  the  duty  taught  him  in  the  gospel,  "  Go  thou  and  do 
likewise"     The  claims  of  the  Domestic  Missionary  Society  only  require 
to  be  known  and  understood  to  recommend  it  at  once  to  the  Christian 
and  patriotic  feelings  of  every  one;  for  in  the  progress  which  it  may  be 
honored  to  make  in  winning  souls  to  a  Saviour,  it  is  consolidating  and 
preserving  those  principles  which  have  given,  and  only  can  preserve,  the 
civil  freedom  which  we  so  bountifully  enjoy  and  so  deservedly  value. 
Let  the  gospel  Church  be  planted  and  fostered  m  the  land,  and  no 
means  which  the  enemies  of  freedom  can  possibly  devise  will  ever  up- 
root that  tree  which  has  so  clearly  indicated  religion  as  the  soil  in  which 
•done  it  can  flourish.     Let  churches  keep  pace  with  the  progress  ot  our 
fellow-citizens  as  they  penetrate  the  forest  to  make  it  their  home,  or  as 
thev  rear  cabins  on  the  banks  of  the  almost  unknown  stream,  or -on  the 
mountain  as  yet  just  as  little  known,  and  a  light  will  follow  them  that 
will  not  only  guide  their  own  feet  into  the  ways  of  peace,  but  which 
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they  will  shed  on  other  lands,  proclaiming  liberty  to  the  captives,  and 
the  openinix  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound. 

The  whole  amount  received  into  the  treasury  during  the  last  year 
was  $10,500.93. 

Disbursed,  $10,795.67. 

There  is  therefore  a  debt  contracted  by  the  Board  of  $198.74  ;  and  to 
this  must  be  added  $1,513  due  to  missionaries  and  churches  aided  by 
it,  making  in  all  $1,711.74  to  be  immediately  provided,  that  the  Board 
may  fulfil  its  engagement?;.  The  bare  mention  of  this,  it  is  hoped,  will 
be  sufficient  to  awaken  new  zeal  through  the  churches ;  and  especially 
should  it  attract  the  attention  of  those  churches  who  during  the  last 
year  have  done  nothing  at  all  to  aid  the  Board  in  the  very  important 
work  in  which  it  is  engaged.  It  is  matter  of  very  deep  regret  that  no  less  a 
number  than  one  hundred  and  sixty -five  churches  are  in  this  condition.  It 
is  a  fact  so  melancholy  in  its  character  as  to  demand  the  notice  of  the 
Classes  to  which  they  belong ;  for  it  is  evident  that  had  these  come  up,  even 
moderately,  to  the  assistance  of  the  Board,  no  reason  for  complaint  would 
have  existed,  but  on  the  other  hand  joy  would  have  filled  the  hearts  of 
those  who  are  laboring  to  extend  and  strengthen  our  beloved  Zion, 
while  they  are  bestowing  the  blessings  which  the  gospel  furnishes  to 
dying  men. 

Besides  all  this,  there  are  applications  for  aid  which  the  Board  cannot 
grant  for  the  want  of  means.  Surely,  when  men  are  thus  knocking  at 
the  door  of  the  churches  asking  for  the  bread  of  life,  they  will  not  be 
turned  empty  away.  Surely  our  sympathies  will  be  awakened,  and  the 
hand  of  Christian  charity  will  be  kindly  and  promptly  held  out  to  convey 
to  them  those  blessings  which  they  cannot  ask  and  cannot  expect  to 
receive  but  at  the  hands  of  those  who  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious. 

Your  Committee  feel  it  to  be  their  particular  duty  to  fix  the  attention 
of  Synod  on  a  resolution  which  the  Board  felt  itself  called  upon  to  pass, 
viz. : 

'■'■Resolved,  That  this  Board  recommend  to  the  General  Synod  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  vesting  in  their  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions  the  power  of  employing,  in  peculiar  cases,  lay  agencies  of  such 
as  shall  be  recommended  by  Classis,  where  ministerial  services  cannot  be 
obtained." 

The  necessity  and  propriety  of  sucli  a  recommendation  arose  out  of 
the  fact  that  several  hundred  Hollanders,  sojourning  in  the  city  of  Hew-^ 
York,  were  destitute  of  the  means  of  grace.  Their  ignorance  of  the 
English  language  shut  them  out  from  the  ordinances  of  religion  in  those 
churches  where  English  only  is  spoken,  while  the  same  reason  placed 
them  beyond  the  reach  of  those  who  might  willingly  have  comforted 
them  in  a  strange  land,  by  breaking  to  them  the  bread  of  life.  It  was 
necessary,  in  consequence  of  these  facts,  that  one  acquainted  with  their 
language  slaould  be  employed  to  do  for  them  what  those  unacquainted 
with  their  vernacular  tongue  could  not  accomplish.  A  pious  layman 
was  employed  to  teach  them  and  aid  them  in  singing  the  songs 
of  Zion  in  a  strange  land.     The  Board  deemed  it  their  duty  to  pay 
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the  salary  of  this  person,  although  it  was  out  of  the  ordinary  way  of 
appropriating  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  Synod  approve  of  what  the  Board 
thus  did,  satisfied  that  the  people  of  the  Dutch  Church  will  feel  rejoiced 
to  know  that  their  Christian  hospitality  was  thus  given  to  strangers  from 
their  fatherland,  who  were  only  receiving  the  fruit  of  that  vine  which 
their  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh  had  planted  in  this  land,  under  the 
shadow  of  which  we  now  so  comfortably  sit.  Your  ^  Committee  also 
recommend  that  the  power  of  employing  lay  agencies,  in  peculiar  cases, 
be  unhesitatingly  granted,  fully  persuaded  that  it  is  perfectly  safe  in 
such  hands. 

Your  Committee  congratulate  the  Synod  that  the  impress  of  the 
Divine  approbation  is  so  visibly  stamped  on  the  work  of  the  laborers  em- 
ployed or  aided  by  the  Board.  Upwards  of  four  hundred  have  been 
gathered  out  of  the  world,  and  as  many  more  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  Zion  provided  for  them  by  the  Board.  These  are  results 
which  cannot  but  gladden  the  hearts,  and  amply  repay  those  who  have 
cast  their  mites  into  the  treasury  of  God.  The  day  seems  evidently  to 
have  dawned  that  is  to  witness  a  large  extension  of  our  Church,  and  to 
make  her  name  and  her  principles  better  known  through  the  land.  Her 
banner  only  requires  to  be  fairly  unfolded,  that  her  character  may  be 
esteemed  and  her  principles  hailed  as  the  embodiment  of  that  truth  that 
maketh  men  free. 

Although  the  experience  of  another  year  has  not  been  wholly  of  an 
unmixed  character,  there  is  a  large  preponderance  of  reason  for  thank- 
fulness. The  increasing  regard  that  manifests  itself  through  the  Church 
for  this  scheme  Hghts  up  in  the  soul  the  hope  that  that  vine  which  was 
so  early  and  so  courageously  planted  in  the  wilderness  has  shot  her  roots 
deep  into  the  once  barren  soil,  and  is  now  extending  her  branches 
through  the  land,  laden  with  precious  fruit,  to  shake  among  the  gene- 
rations of  men  who  shall  yet  arise  to  call  her  blessed. 

Into  our  hands,  wlio  now  sit  under  her  friendly  shade,  has  her  great 
Head  intrusted  these  high  destinies.  May  we  be  faithful,  that  we  may 
receive  his  plaudit,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants ;  enter  ye  into 
the  joy  of  your  Lord !" 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the   Board  to    employ  a  lay  agent, 

where  they  deem  it  necessary,  be  granted. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

^  "^  FRANCIS  M.  KIP,  Chairman, 

Resolved,  That  the  propriety  of  employing  missionaries  or  ministers 
from  time  to  time,  as  evangelists,  to  carry  the  gospel  to  such  destitute  por- 
tions of  our  large  cities  as  are  not  reached  through  our  churches,  be  refer- 
red to  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  whose  term  of 
service  bad  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  follow- 
ing were  elected,  viz. :   Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.D.,  Thomas  M.  Strong, 


JUNE,  1852.  283 

D.D.,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.D.,  R.  Oimiston  Currie,  D.D.,  Elbert  S. 
Porter,  and  Messrs.  Samuel  B.  Schieffelin,  William  11.  Crosby,  and  Eleazer 
Lord. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  baving  reported.  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired.  On  count- 
ing the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected,  viz. :  Rev. 
Thomas  DeWitt,D.D.,  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,  James  Talmage,  and  Messrs. 
Charles  Little  and  John  Ackerman. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  number  of 
persons  from  whom  to  elect  individuals  to  preach  the  Annual  Missionary 
Sermons,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  the  Rev.  Abraham 
Polhemus  w^as  chosen  Frimarius,  to  preach  the  sermon  on  the  subject  of 
Foreign  Missions,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  B.  How,  D.D.,  Secundus  ;  the 
Rev.  Oscar  11.  Gregory  was  chosen  Frimarhis,  to  preach  the  sermon  in 
behalf  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  the  Rev.  John  B.  AUiger,  Secundus. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

W   I  D    O  ^V  S  '     F  U  N  D  . 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  reported,  and  their  report  was  ac- 
cepted, adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  respectfully  report,  that  the  re- 
ports for  the  last  year  from  the  Treasurer  have  been  placed  in  their  hands, 
from  which  they  learn  that  the  number  of  subscribers  to  this  Fund  is  six- 
ty (60),  and  the  present  number  of  annuitants  is  eight  (8).  The  amount 
received  as  income  is  $1,773.72,  and  the  disbursements  are  $1,327.99, 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $445.73.  There  has  been  added  to 
the  principal  of  the  Fund,  during  the  year,  $641.03. 

We  regret  that  this  Fund  does  not  receive  a  larger  share  of  the  sym- 
pathies and  liberality  of  the  churches.  The  attention  of  the  churches  has 
been  called  yearly  to  this  subject,  and  your  Committee  would  again 
recommend,  that  all  the  churches  be  urged  to  take  collections  yearly  on 
behalf  of  this  Fund.  It  is  important  that  the  amount  of  principal  be  so 
mcreased  and  invested,  that  the  income  may  always  be  sufficient  to  make 
certain  to  each  annuitant  the  highest  amount  contemplated  by  the  rules 
regulating  this  Fund.  Respectfully  submitted. 

J.B.  ALLIGER. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  Classes  to  appoint 
an  agent  to  preach  in  all  the  churches  within  their  bounds,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  take  up  collections  in  aid  of  this  benevolent 
object ;  and  that  the  Classis  supply  the  pulpit  of  this  agent  while  engaged 
in  this  work. 

20 
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ARTICLE    XX. 

PARTICULARIA. 

The  communication  containing  the  Bequest  of  the   Rev.  Ehas  Van 
Benschoten  was  read. 

Whereas,  a  pamphlet  called  "A  Vindication  and  Defence,"  and  purport- 
ing to  have  been  written  by  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh,  containing  matter  deroga- 
tory of  the  character  of  some  of  the  clergy  and  elders  of  the  Classis  of 
New-Yorli,and  intended  to  operate  prejudiciallyuponthemindsof  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Svnod,  has  been  circulated  among  the  members  of  this  body  : 
Resolved,  That  this  Synod  deeply  regret  the  introduction  of  said 
pamphlet,  and  utterly  condemn  the  matter  and  the  manner  of  its  publi- 
cation and  circulation. 

The  Rev.  John  M.  Ferris,  Elijah  R.  Craven,  and  the  Elder  William 
Woram,  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Canvass,  to  whom  the  ballots 
cast  for  fillin<r  vacancies  in  the  several  Boards  of  the  Synod,  for  delegates 
to  the  corresponding  churches,  and  for  persons  to  preach  the  Missionary 
Sermons,  were  committed ;  who  reported  the  result  of  the  election. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  authorized  to  have  such  a  number 
of  blank  notices  for  members  elected  to  the  several  Boards  printed  as  he 
may  deem  necessary,  and  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  bill  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  references  from  the  Classes 
of  New-Brunswick  and  New-York,  in. relation  to  the  Christian  Intelli- 
gencer, reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  unanimously  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  a  religious  newspaper  report  respect- 
fully •  That  they  have  viewed  themselves  as  placed  m  a  position  ot  some 
delicacy -^dimiovtance,  and  have  given  to  the  matter  committed  to 
them  due  attention.     They  throw  but,  in  a  ^F^^^  ««^^^  I^^I^^^'^^l 
suo-o-estions,  they  trust  not  irrelevant,  for  the  consideration  ot  the  General 
Synod.     One  of  the  resolutions  referred  to  your  Committee  seems  to 
hint  at  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  newspaper  by  the  action  of  Oren- 
eral  Synod.     We  cannot  accord  with  the  views  expressed  in  the  leso- 
Son.^   It  is   admittedonallhands,thattheSynod  IS  no    disposed  to 
take  upon  itself  the  pecuniary  responsibihty  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment of  a  religious^mper.     Besides,  there  is  one  already  in  existence 
between  which  and  oiir  Church  there  is  a  species  of  connection,  foimed 
some  time  since  by  the  General  Synod,  and  we  feel  unwillmg  to  recom- 
mend the  severance  of  that  tie.  ,  .    ,.  „,i„ 
In  the  other  resolution  referred  to  your  Committee,  objections  are  made 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  paper  is  conducted  by  its  editor  ;  in  re  ei- 
ence  to  which  we  venture  a  few  remarks,  in  the  way  of  partial  exculpa- 
tion, or  at  least  mitigation  of  any  fault  in  the  proprietor.                    . 

A  proprietor  of  a  papev,  bearing  as  he,does  all  the  responsibility  pe- 
cuniaJy  and  otherwise,  of  the  enterprise,  your  Committee  cannot  but  thmk, 
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has  a  full  right  to  appoint  the  man  who  is  to  conduct  the  editorial  depart- 
ment, if  he  be  incompetent  or  indisposed  to  do  it  himself.     The  editor, 
moreover,  whoever  he  may  be,  must  necessarily,  if  he  would  be  efficient,' 
possess  and  exercise  a  considerable  amount  of  discretionary  power,  under 
the  general  supervision  of  his  employer,  in  admitting  or  rejecting  com- 
munications, designed  to  occupy  the  columns  of  the  paper.     These  suo-- 
gestions  apply,  of  course,  to  the  paper  connected  with  our  Church,  as  well 
as  every  other.     Still,  from  the  connection  existing  between  the  paper 
and  our  Church,  and  from  the  fact  that  it  mainly  depends  on  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Church  for  its  support,  and  we  may  add  for  its  very  life  itself, 
we_  think  the  Synod  has  a  right  to  expect,  and  not  only  to  expect,  but  to 
insist,  with  due  courtesy  and  respect  to  the  proprietor — for  we  hold  him 
responsible— that  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  editor  avoids  the  meanness 
of  sectarianism,  he  should  impress  upon  the  paper  distinctly  and  unmis- 
takably the  features  of  the  denomination  with  which  it  is  connected, 
and  whose  organ  it  professes  to  be.    The  members  of  our  own,  and  those 
of  other  churches,  ought  to  find  in  it  a  clear  and  decided  advocacy  of  our 
doctrines  and  policy,  of  our  order  and  our  institutions.     All  this  we  deem 
simply  reasonable  and  congruous.     We  think,  also,  that  we  shall  not 
expect  or  insist  upon  all  this  in  vain,  when  we  remember  that  the  pro- 
prietor is  one  of  our  sons  by  birth,  education,  profession,  and  in  heart ; 
one  who  has  made  sacrifices  in  times  past  in  resuscitating  and  sustaining 
this  very  enterprise,  and  who  in  his  communication  to  General  Synocf, 
now  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee,  has  manifested  a  spirit  so  courteous 
and  so  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  ecclesiastical  community  which  is 
our  common  mother.    If  there  has  been  a  deviation  from  this  course  to  any 
extent,  your  Committee  feel  disposed,  under  the  influence  of  that  heaven- 
descended  charity  which  "  thinketh  no  evil,"  to  ascribe  it  to  inadvertence, 
rather  than  to  intention. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 
Resolved^  That  the  General  Synod  consider  a  weekly  newspaper  to  be 
essential  to  the  interests  of  the  Church. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Van  Wyck  is  entitled  to  the  warm  thanks 
of  the  Church,  for  the  zealous  services  which  he  has  rendered  to  it  since 
he  has  assumed  the  proprietorship  of  the  paper. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  place  the  Christian  Intelligencer  high  in 
the  confidence  of  our  churches,  and  to  secure,  as  we  believe,  a  more  lib- 
eral support,  the  Rev.  Drs.  De  Witt,  Ferris  and  Fisher  be  requested,  in  the 
name  of  the  Synod,  to  aid  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  as  a  Committee  of  superin- 
tendence over  the  conduct  of  the  paper,  thereby  giving  assurance  that  it 
IS  the  organ  of  our  Church. 

Resolved,  That  if  this  arrangement  be  carried  into  eflfect,  the  names  of 
the  Committee  be  printed  at  the  head  of  the  paper. 

Resolved,  That  if  said  arrangement  be  agreeable  to  the  proprietor  of 
the  paper,  the  members  of  the  Synod  will  cordially  endeavor  to  increase 
its  circulation. 

Your  Committee  have  considered  whether,  while  the  Christian  Intel- 
ligencer is  circulating  among  the  mass  of  our  people,  another  paper  in 
another  torm,  not  antagoiiistical,  but  pursuing  the  same  good  end  in 
another  mode,  might  not  be  introduced  to  great  advantage,  i.  e.,  a  monthly  • 
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magazine  or  review,  which  might  obtain  circulation  among  the  ministers 
and  more  educated  members  of  our  churches.  ,     ^        •  a 

To  estabh-sh  such  a  periodical,  in  an  age  so  fruitful  of  renews  and 
other  productions  of  a  similar  kind,  might  be  rather  difficult  and  hazard- 
ous. But  here,  too,  we  have  one  ready  to  our  hand,  and  which  may 
easily  be  made  the  child  of  our  adoption;  we  refer  to  the  Protestant 
Review,  so  ably  conducted  by  one  who  has  recently  become  one  ot  us,  we 
believe 'in  heart  and  soul-we  mean  the  Rev.  Dr.  Berg,  recently  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  . 

We  mif^ht  use  it  as  another  vigorous  arm  of  defense,  against_  the  errors 
that  in  so  many  different  forms  assail  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  mio-ht  emijloy  it  as  affording  additional  security  and  strength,  it 
that  be  possible,  to  "the  Gibraltar  of  the  Reformation."  It  would  be  a 
delio-htful  and  cheering  manifestation  of  confidence  on  our  part  toward 
one°who  richly  deserves  it,  and  who  promises  to  be,  under  God,  a  most 
valuable  acquisition  to  a  Church  beloved  of  us  all. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

Hesolved,  That  the  Protestant  Revieio,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Ur.  J.  r. 
Berg,  of  Philadelphia,  and  pastor  of  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Chu.ch 
of  that  city,  be  commended  to  the  consideration  and  patronage  ot  tHe 
ministers  of  our  churches,  and  of  all  others  who  take  an  interest  m  that 
species  of  sacred  literature. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

GABRIEL  LUDLOW,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

BENEVOLENT    AKD    RELIGIOUS    IKSTITUTIONS. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Baird,  D.D.,  and  E.  R.  Fairchild,  D.D.,  Corresponding 
Secretaries  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  addressed  the 
Synod  at  their  request,  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  m  behah  of  the 
operations  of  that  Society.     Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  commend  this  Society,  in  its  important  and 
interestino-  work  among  the  Romanists  of  our  own  country,  and  in  Papal 
lands  abroad,  to  the  cordial  and  liberal  support  of  the  churches  under  its 
care  and  supervision,  and  recommend  that  annual  and  effective  contribu- 
tions be  made  by  them  in  its  behalf. 

Copies  were  received  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  ot  the 
American  Sunday-school  Union;  of  the  6th  number.  Vol.  HI.,  ot  the 
Mac^azine  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Umon;  of  the  Forty- 
second  Annual  Report  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. ;  of  the  sermon  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Asa  D.  Smith  before  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  New- York  and 
Brooklyn;  of  a  pamphlet  entitled  "Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  ;"  and  of  Rev.  Dr.  Riddle's  sermon  before  the  A.  B.L.  b. 
M. ;— which  were  distributed  among  the  members. 
•  The  Rev.  Dr.  Stiles,  Secretary  of  the  American  Bible  Bociety,  and  the 
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Rev.  Dr.  Pomeroy,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Piuney,  Secretary  of  the  American  Colonization  S(5ciety,  ad- 
dressed the  Synod  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session,  in  relation  to  the 
operations  of  the  respective  Societies  which  they  represent.  Whereupon 
the  following  resolutions  were  presented  and  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  welcome  with  warm  Christian 
regard  the  Rev.  Joseph  C.  Stiles,  Secretary  of  the  American  Bible  Society ; 
that  they  have  heard  with  much  pleasure  his  eloquent  address  on  the 
claims  of  this  Society;  that  they  heartily  concur  with  him  in  his  Christian 
zeal  for  this  cause,  and  earnestly  recommend  to  all  their  churches  to  give 
their  diligent  cooperations  to  thi3  Society  in  their  prayers,  their  labors, 
and  their  generous  collections  for  the  distribution  of  the  Word  of  God  j 
both  in  our  own  country  and  abroad.  / 

Resolved,  That  it  affords  the  General  Synod  high  gratification  to  receive 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Pomeroy,  the  Secretary  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  They  have  : 
heard  with  deep  interest  his  statements  in  regard  to  the  fields  of  operation 
and  the  present  condition  of  that  Board  ;  and  earnestly  recommend  this 
great  cause  itself,  and  that  Board  through  which  our  own  Foreign  Mis-  , 
sionary  work  is  carried  on,  to  the  prayers  and  cordial  and  most  efficient 
cooperative  aid  of  all  the  ministers  and  churches  of  our  denomination. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  have  had  high  gratification  in  listening  to 
the  statements  and  arguments  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney  on  behalf  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  earnestly  commend  the  cause  of  that 
wise  and  beneficent  Society  to  the  prayers  and  gifts  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  churches. 

Resolved,  That  the  churches  be  respectfully  recommended  to  take  a 
collection  in  aid  of  said  Society  on  the  4th  of  July. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

PASTORAL     LETTER. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 

SYNODICAL   ARCHIVES, 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

ACCOUNTS. 

A  bill  from  Erastus  H.  Pease  &  Co.,  amounting  to  |2.'75,  was  pre- 
sented, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 
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The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  respectfully  report : 
That  there  have  been  referred  to  them  a  bill  amounting  to  |2.T5  for 
packing  and  carting  three  boxes  of  books  by  Mr.  Pease,  in  July,  1851 ; 
a  bill  amounting  to  $4  for  printing  tickets  of  nomination ;  and  the  door- 
keeper's bill,  amounting  to  |l3.60  ;  all  which  they  recommend  to  be  paid. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  B.  CHITTENDON,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

RESUMPTION    AND    CLOSE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  1100  copies  of  the  Minutes 
of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  distribute  among  the 
Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the  families 
of  this  city  who  have  entertained  the  members  of  this  body,  for  their  very 
generous  and  cordial  hospitahty. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the  Minister 
and  Consistory  of  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Williamsbui-gh, 
for  the  use  of  their  church  and  consistory  room  during  this  session. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  Synod,  the  roll  was  called  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were 
absent  without  permission,  viz. :  Rev.  Uriah  Marvin,  Cornelius  S.  Mead, 
Elders  Jacob  Storms,  Clarkson  F.  Crosby. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE    XXYI. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  Third  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June, 
1853,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. ;  and  was  closed  with  singing  the  620th  hymn, 
prayer,  and  pronouncing  the  apostolic  benediction  by  the  President. 

GUSTAVUS  ABEEL,  President 

OSCAR  H.  GREGORY,  Adsessor. 

WILLIAM  W.  HALLO  WAY, 


J.  PASCHAL  STRONG, 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerh 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia, ON  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three.  The  Session 
continued  from  the  First  to  the  Ninth  day  of  June,  inclusive. 


#iSttnM^M(S)m  M  ^©misilo 


ARTICLE  I. 
opening     of     the     synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  D.D., 
the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  who  preached  a  sermon  on  the 
evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  John  xvii.  16:  '■'■They  are 
not  of  the  world,  even  as  I  am  not  of  the  tvorldy 

ARTICLE  II. 

MEMBERS      PRESENT. 
From  the  Particular  Synod  of  IVew^-lToTk. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Hew- York.— Eev.  William  R.  Gordon,  C.  C. 
Van  Arsdale,  D.D.,(cZ)  James  B.  Hardenburgh,  D.D.  JSlders—Ahraham 
Van  Nest,  William  Woram,f  William  S.  Ross.(c/) 

2.  From  the  South   Classis  of  JVew-Tork.—IiQy.  John  B.  Steele, 


f   Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
{d)  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
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Philip  M.  Brett,(A)  James  M.  Matthews,  D.D.(a)      ^Wer— Daniel  R. 
Hitchcock.  (A) 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-BrunswicTc. — Rev.  William  Reiley,  J,  H. 
M.  Knox,  Jacob  C.  Sears.f     ^Wers— Edward  F.  Stuart,  Simon  WyckofF, 

William  Statesir.(/) 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Berffen.—Rev.  Alexander  W.  McClure,  James 
McFarlane,  William  J.  R.  Taylor.    ^Wer— Peter  D.  Vroom.(/) 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. — Rev.  Isaac  D.  Cole,  Jacob  West, 
John  Manley. 

6.  From  the  South  Classis  of  Long  Island.  —  Rev.  Thomas  M. 
Strong,  D.D.,  Maurice  W.  D wight,  D.D.  Mders—Eenvy  S.  Ditmas,(a) 
Theodore  Polhemus,  John  Carpenter.(5r) 

7.  From  the  North  Classis  of  Long  Island.— Rex.  Thomas  C.  Strong, 
Elbert  S.  Porter,  John  S.  Himrod.(c?)  ^Wers— Daniel  Lente,*  Samuel 
Groves,  Nicholas  WyckoflF.  {d) 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie.—RQV.  A.  M.  Mann,t'  William 
H.  Ten  Eyck.     Flders— John  H.  Rosa,  (a)  Levi  Van  Vliet. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. — Rev.  Peter  Labaoh,  D.D.,  (6) 
John  Van  Liew,'  Joseph  F.  Berg,  D.D.  Elders— James  Peters, 
William  Hancock,  Richard  Vroom. 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Passaic. 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Illinois. — Rev.  A.  D.  Wilson.f  Flder — 
John  G.  Voorhies. 

12.  From  the  Classis  of  Hudson. — Rev.  Jacob  N.  Voorhis,  John  H. 
Pitcher.(cZ)     ^Wer— George  P.  Philip.(^) 


(6)  Succeeded  on  the  sixth  day  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Willets,  his  secundus. 
(a)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  session. 
(7i)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
f    Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  sessioa 

1  Succeeded  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session  by  Rev.  Theodore  B.  Romeyn,  who 
obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 

2  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  sessioa 
(/)  Took  his  seat  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

Ig)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessioa 
[d)  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  session. 
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13.  From  the  Classis  of  Westchester. — Rev.  Abel  T.  Stewart,  Johu  L. 
See,f  John  II.  Bevier.     JSlder — James  M.  Prescott. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

1.  Fro})i  the  Classis  of  Albany. — Rev.  Duncan  Kennedy,  D.D.,  John 
A.  Lansing.     Elder — Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. — Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord,  Cor- 
nelius Wyckoff,  and  Martin  L.  Schenck.  Elders — Luther  Laflin,(<7) 
David  Van  Aken,  (^)  John  G.  Hardenbergh. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. — Rev.  Edward  P.  Stimson,  Elbert 
Nevius,f  Richard  H.  Steele.  Elders — Philip  T.  Harder,  Bartholomew 
Van  Burgn.f 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington. — Rev.  Joseph  Parry,  Jacob  D. 
Fonda,(  g)  and  Uriah  Marvin.f 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. — Rev.  William  D.  Buckelew, 
Nathan  F.  Chapman,  John  C.  Van  Liew.f  Elders — William  Knox, 
James  C.  Van  Vost. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. — Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  D.D.,(/i) 
Samuel  Lock  wood. 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. — Rev.  N.  D.  Williamson,  Law- 
rence H.  Van  Dyke,  A.  H.  Myers. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. — Rev.  James  Romeyn  Berry,(<7) 
Anson  Dubois. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. — Rev.  Samuel  W.  Mills,  Charles  Scott. 
Elder — Peter  B.  Cromwell. 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene. — Rev.  John  Steele,  Charles  A. 
Evans.(^)     Elders — Liberty  Preston,  R.  H.  Gleason.(e) 

1 1 .  From  the  Classis  of  Michigan. 

12.  From  the  Classis  of  Watervliet. — Rev.  Theodore  F.  Wyckoff, 
John  J.  Quick,  William  Pitcher.f  Elders — Clarkson  Crosby,  Abraham 
Fonda 

\  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
(jl)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 
(A)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  d.iy  of  the  session. 
(e)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessioa 
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13.  From  the  Classisof  Geneva. — Rev.  Benjamin  Bassler. 

14.  From  the  Classis  of  Holland. — Rev.  A.  C.  Van  Raalte. 

ARTICLE  m. 

MODEKATORS. 

The  Rev.  Duncan  Kennedy,  D.D.,  was  chosen  President;  the  Rev. 
Joseph  F.  Berg,  D.D.,  Adsessor  ;  and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Thomas  C.  Strong 
and  William  J.  R.  Taylor,  Clerks  pro  tern. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

READING      OP     THE      MINUTES. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  session  of  the  General  Synod  were 
read. 
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HeH;^  i^ii^  Ui^  <^imi]i« 


ARTICLE  I. 

ORDERS     AND      RULES. 

These  were  read. 

ARTICLE  II. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  following  were  appointed : 

On  the  Professorate. — Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  Philip  M.  Brett,  Alexan- 
der M.  Mann ;  and  the  Elders,  Abraham  Van  Nest  and  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer. 

On  Synodical  Minutes. — Rev.  William  Reiley,  John  A.  Lansing,  N. 
D.  Williamson ;  and  the  Elders,  John  Carpenter  and  Philip  T.  Harder. 

On  Missions. — Rev.  Maurice  W.  Dwight,  A.  C.  Van  Raalte,  William 
J.  R.  Taylor ;  and  the  Elders,  Henry  S.  Ditmas  and  Luther  Laflin, 

On  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord,  Abel  T. 
Stewart,  Samuel  W.  Mills ;  and  the  Elders,  Daniel  Lente  and  William 
Knox. 

On  Accounts. — Rev.  Jacob  West,  Jacob  N.  Voorhees,  Richard  Steele ; 
and  the  Elders,  Levi  Van  Vleet  and  George  P.  Philip. 

On  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. — Rev.  Elbert  S.  Porter,  Leonard 
H,  Van  Dyck,  Benjamin  Bassler ;  and  the  Elders,  .John  H.  Rosa  and  John 
G.  Hardenbergh. 

On  Correspondence. — Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  Theodore  F.  Wyckoff, 
James  H.  M.  Knox ;  and  the  Elders,  Samuel  Groves  and  Clarkson  F. 
Crosby- 

ueation. — Rev.  James  M.  Matthews,*  William  H.  Ten  Eyck, 

*  The  Rev.  J.  M.  Matthews  having  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of 
the  session,  the  Rev.  Jacob  C.  Sears  was  appointed  in  his  place  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Education. 
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Alexander  W.  M'Clure;  and  the  Elders,  Liberty  Preston  and  James 
Peters. 

On  Nominations.— Rqv.  Edward  P.  Stimson,  Thomas  C.  Strong, 
John  Steele ;  and  the  Elders,  Theodore  Polhemus,  Edward  F.  Stuart. 

On  the  Widows'  Fund.— Rqv.  John  B.  Steele,  Abraham  H.  Myers, 
John  H.  Bevier ;  and  the  Elders,  Simon  Wyckoff  and  Peter  B.  Cromwell. 

ARTICLE  III. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superintendents 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  which,  having  been  read,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate  : — 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  convened 
in  the  Theological  Hall  at  New-Brunswick,  on  Tuesday,  July  20th,  1852, 
at  11  o'clock  A.M. 

The  President,  Rev.  Dr.  Ferris,  took  the  chair,  and  opened  the  meeting 
with  prayer. 

The  following  members  were  present : 

Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,  Rev.  Ransford  "Wells,  D.D., 

"  J.  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D.,  "  Samuel  Van  Vechten, 

"  William  Reiley,  "  John  G.  Johnson, 

"  John  H.  Duryea,  "  John  Van  Liew, 

«  Cornehus  Van  Santvoord,  "  William  V.  V.  Mabon, 

"  Henry  Morris,  "  Samuel  W.  Mills, 

"  John  C.  Cruikshank,  "  Oscar  H.  Gregory, 

«  John  M.  Van  Buren,  "  John  M.  Ferris, 

"  Nicholas  E.  Smith,  "  Benjamin  Van  Zandt. 

The  following  Classes  were  not  represented,  viz. :  South  Classis  of  Long 
Island,  of  Illinois,  Schenectady,  Cayuga,  Greene,  Michigan,  New- York, 
and  the  new  Classis  of  Geneva. 

The  Board  was  organized  by  the  election  of  Rev.  J.  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D., 
President,  and  Rev.  N.  E.  Smith,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

The  Theological  Faculty  presented  their  Annual  Report,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  following  young  men  have  been  in  attendance  upon  the 
exercises  of  the  institution  during. the  past  year,  viz. : 

Of  the  Junior  Class. 

Edward  P.  Terhune,  William  W.  Letson,  Aaron  L.  Stilweli, 

Ezra  W.  Collier,  Gilbert  Lane,  Nelson  Stout. 

Jesse  D.  Fonda,  John  Muller, 
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Of  the  Middle  Class. 

Joachim  Elmendorf,  William  G.  See,  John  L.  McNair, 

Stephen  Searle,  Joseph  II.  Kershow,  Nathan  W.  Jones. 

0/  the  Senior  Class. 

John  Gaston,  Joseph  A.  Collier,  A.  P.  Van  Gieson. 

Isaac  M.  See,  Robert  D.  Julian, 

The  Theological_  Faculty  report  that  Jesse  D.  Fonda,  of  the  Junior 
Class,  has  left  the  institution,  professedly  on  account  of  ill  health.  The 
Faculty  also  report  that  the  number  of  students  for  the  past  year  has  been 
somewhat  less  than  on  some  previous  years ;  and  they  bear  their  usual 
good  testimony  to  the  Christian  deportment  of  the  students. 

The  following  young  gentlemen  presented  the  usual  testimonials  from 
their  respective  Classes,  and,  after  due  examination,  were  recommended  to 
receive  the  patronage  of  the  Church  from  the  education  funds,  viz.  : 
James  H.  Ballagh,  Alvan  Ostrom,  George  H.  Peck,  John  A.  Debaun, 
John  n.  Suydam,  John  G.  Low,  George  W.  Knieskern,  Isaac  Collier,  and 
Albert  V.  Gulick. 

The  students  of  the  several  classes  were  examined  by  the  Professors  in 
the  various  studies  pursued  in  the  institution,  (excepting  those  in  Rev.  Dr. 
Cannon's  department,  excused  by  reason  of  his  protracted  indisposition.) 
The  Senior  Class  was  also  examined  on  the  evidences  of  personal  piety 
and  their  views  in  entering  the  ministry,  and  exhibited  specimens  of  ser- 
monizing and  preaching.     In  view  of  which,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  examination  be  sustained,  and  that  the  members 
of  the  Senior  Class  be  recommended  to  the  Professors  for  the  usual  cer- 
tificate. 

The  seats  of  the  following  members  will  become  vacant  at  the  time  of 
the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Synod : 

Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,        of  the  Classis  of  New-York. 
"     William  Reiley,  «  "  New-Brunswick. 

"     John  H.  Duryea,  "  "  Paramus. 

"     Nicholas  E.  Smith,  «       North  Classis  of  Long  Island. 

"     Cornelius  S.  Van  Santvoord,   of  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 
"     Benjamin  Van  Zandt,  "  "  Rensselaer. 

The  annual  sermon  was  preached  before  the  Board  on  the  evening  of 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  1  Cor.  iii.  9.  The  annual  address  to 
the  students  was  delivered  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day,  by  Rev 
C.  S.  Van  Santvoord. 

In  the  review  of  the  year,  the  Board  take  peculiar  pleasure  to  bear 
then-  unequivocal  testimony  to  the  eminent  ability  and  thoroughness  of 
the  Theological  Professors.  And  in  view  of  the  fact,  that  the  Professor 
elect  has  sigmfied  his  acceptance  of  the  appointment  of  the  General 
Synod  to  the  vacant  professorship,  together  with  the  pleasant  prospect  of 
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a  considerable  accession  of  students  at  the  opening  of  the  next  theologi- 
cal year  the  Board  would  congratulate  the  General  Synod  upon  the 
manifest  and  continued  favor  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  towards 
this  sacred  institution.  This  congratulation  is  not  unmingled  however, 
with  a  deep  and  cherished  sympathy  for  the  aged  and  venerable  Trotes- 
sor,  whose  praise  is  in  all  the  churches,  and  whose  earthly  career  seems 
drawing  near  its  close.  ^^^^  ^_  WYCKOFF.  President. 

A  true  copy.  DAVID  D.  DEMAREST,  Slated  Clerk. 

New-Brunswick,  July  20th,  1852. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Trustees  of  the  First  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  of  Philadelphia,  tendering  to  the  Synod  the  use  of  their 
church  edifice  and  lecture-room,  during  this  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  returned  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church  for  their  kind  offer,  but  that  the 
Synod  prefer  to  continue  their  sessions  in  the  Third  Reformed  Dutch 
Church. 

Reports  were  received  from  the  Classes  of  New- York,  Bergen,  Para- 
mus,  Philadelphia,  Greene,  Orange,  South  Classis  of  New-York,  South 
Clas'sis  of  Long  Island,  and  North  Classis  of  Long  Island,  on  the  subject 
of  Parochial  Schools,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education- 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick, 
recommending  certain  individuals  as  suitable  persons  to  receive  aid  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  studies  for  the  gospel  ministry;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

Application  was  made  for  a  dispensation  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Conrad 
Dickheart,  accompanied  with  certain  documents,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  R.  Laidlaw,  late  editor  of 
the  Christian  Intelligencer,  purporting  to  be  "A  Protest  and  Complaint 
against  the  action  of  the  Synod,  at  their  last  session,  in  relation  to  the 
Christian  Intelligencer,^^  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions, 
in  relation  to  altering  the  times  of  their  meetings ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Rev.  John  C.  Guldin,  in  relation 
to  the  preparation  and  publication  of  a  Hymn  Book  in  the  German 
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language ;  which  was  refeired  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Hymn 
Book.     (Art.  VII.) 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  John  Garretson,  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  in  relation  to  the 
Academy  among  the  Hollanders  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Schieflin,  on  the 
subject  of  Parochial  Schools,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

BOARD    OF   CORPORATION. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation 
was  received,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the  Annual 
Digest,  a  list  of  the  securities  held  by  the  Board,  a  list  of  the  endowed 
scholarships,  a  list  of  the  clerical  subscribers  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  and 
accounts  current  of  said  Board  with  the  Widows'  Fund  and  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  the  report  of  Peter  Spader,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers 
College,  in  relation  to  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds  : — 

To  the  General  St/nod  of  the  Reformed  Butch  Church : 

The  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  report :  That  since  their  appoint- 
ment they  have  met  from  time  to  time,  as  the  interests  intrusted  to  them 
have  required,  and  given  to  those  interests  their  best  attention. 

The  finances  of  Synod  may  be  regarded  as  in  a  satisfactory  condition  ; 
although  some  of  the  subscriptions  towards  the  endowment  of  the  third 
professorship  still  remain  unpaid.  The  invested  funds  of  Synod  are 
well  secured,  the  interest  on  them  has  been  regularly  received,  and  the 
liabilities  of  Synod  have  been  punctually  discharged  and  paid. 

The  dwelling-house  in  the  west  end  of  Rutgers  College,  occupied  by 
Professor  Ludlow,  has  been  put  in  repair  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  this  Board  and  Peter  Spader,  Esq.,  of  New-Brunswick,  at 
an  expense  of  $371  41. 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  the  shares 
of  stock  of  the  Bergen  Turnpike  Company  (belonging  to  the  General 
Synod  and  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College)  have  been  reduced  from  $25 
to  $10  per  share. 

Two  hundred  dollars  has  been  received  from  the  estate  of  the  widow 
of  the  late  Moses  Cowan,  Esq.,  for  the  benefit,  iu  equal  proportions,  of 
our  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missionary  Boards,  and  paid  into  the  treasu- 
ries of  these  Boards  respectively. 

The  Treasurer's  account,  herewith  submitted,  furnishes  a  full  and  clear 
statement  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Synod,  in  their  several  depart- 
ments and  various  details. 

During  the  year,  82,000  were  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Synod  by 
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Theodore  Cuyler,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  endowment  of  a  scholar- 
ship in  the  Theological  College  of  our  Church,  to  be  named  The  Cuyler 
Scholarship,"  in  memory  of  his  father,  the  late  Rev  Cornelms  C  Cuyler, 
DD  •  the  right  of  nominating  the  beneficiary  to  be  vested  m  the  Kev. 
Thomas  De  Witt,  D.D.  This  act  was  of  a  character  so  pleasant  to  the 
minds  of  your  Board,  that  they  placed  on  their  records  the  foUowmg 
resolution : 

''Resolved  That  this  Board  accepts  the  above-mentioned  amount  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  paid  by  Theodore  Cuyler,  Esq,  for  the  endowment  of 
a  scholarship  to  be  called  'The  Cuyler  Scholarship,'  with  pecuharly 
grateful  emotions;  because  of  the  large  liberality  of  their  young  friend, 
and  the  testimony  it  affords  of  filial  piety  and  affection  towards  a  parent, 
long  a  successful,  able,  and  honored  minister  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church." 

There  are  now  seventeen  productive  scholarships,  the  interest  of  which 
is  punctually  paid,  as  received,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion: there  is  also  one  scholarship  in  process  of  accumulation,  and 
two  thousand  dollars  has  been  received  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  endow- 
ment of  another,  yet  to  be  named.  .1  .  •,  •  a  ,.„.. 
The  Relief  Fund  still  increases  slowly,  notwithstanding  that  its  influence 
is  most  benign.  The  Board  again  earnestly  commend  it  to  \^^  J^^'^^ll 
ing  care  of  Synod.  The  present  amount  of  the  fund  is  $11,750.  llie 
annuitants  are  nine  in  number. 

In  November  last,  a  wealthy  member  of  ihe  Collegiate  Church  a  man 
of  enlarged  liberality  and  beneficence  in  various  departments  ot  Christian 
effort,  through  the  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt  placed  in  the  hands  of  JO^^  Board 
in  stock  and  cash,  a  sum  amounting  to  17,000  as  a  Trust  FiJ^^^,  to  be 
applied  for  the  establishing  and  sustaining  Parochial  Schools  in  the  Dutch 
Church,  provided  the  General  Synod  of  said  Church  shall,  within  two 
years  from  the  date  of  his  communication,  adopt  and  commence  to 
carry  into  effect  some  general  plan  or  system  of  Parochial  Schools 
throughout  their  churches,  as  has  been  done  in  ^^e  Presbyterian  Church 
with  such  alterations  in  the  game  as  the  Synod  shall  deeni  best,  and  under 
certain  other  terms,  specified  in  said  ^^^^^^^^^^lon  which  is  herewih 
presented  to  the  Synod.  In  case  no  general  plan  shall  be  adopted  ^  ithin 
the  two  years  by  the  Synod,  to  carry  into  effect  the  Parochial  School  sys- 
tem, the  trust  will  lapse  and  the  fund  take  another  direction. 

The  Board  directed  their  Treasurer  to  receive  the  said  seven  thousand 
dollars  ad  interim,  until  the  Synod  shall  act  in  the  premises 

Subsequently,  in  February  last,  a  circular  letter  prepared  by  the  donor 
of  the  seven  thousand  dollars  (at  his  own  expense)  was  signed  by  the 
Treasurer,  and  has  been  widely  circulated  through  the  churches  for  their 

'"^  wTth'T'deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  this  whole  subject  in  its 
various  relations  and  bearings,  the  Board  submit  it  to  the  wise  and  prayer- 
ful consideration  of  Synod.  , ,.  ,•  f  xi,„ 
The  contract  with  Mr.  George  W.  Mentz,  for  the  publication  of  the 
Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  has  terminated  by  its  own  limitation,     liie 
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Board,  feeling  a  deep  anxiety  that  our  books  should  be  furnished  to  the 
churches  at  the  cheapest  rate,  have  asked  from  the  former  publisher  a 
definite  statement  of  terms  the  most  advantageous  to  Synod,  upon  which 
he  is  willing  hereafter  to  furnish  them.  They  have  also  asked  from  a 
responsible  printer  of  New- York,  proposals  of  a  hke  kind.  The  result  is, 
that  the  terms  of  the  present  publisher  are,  upon  the  whole,  the  more 
favorable  of  the  two,  and  are  a  material  reduction  on  former  rates. 

The  Synod  are  therefore  recommended  to  authorize  a  contract  with 
Mr.  Mentz,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  upon  the  terms  proposed  by  him, 
which  terms  are  hereby  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  Synod. 

The  reduction  of  prices  to  take  place  on  and  after  the  first  of  July 
next. 

The  President  of  the  Board,  Abraham  "Van  Nest,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Knox,  are  appointed  to  give  the  Synod  any  additional  information 
that  may  be  required. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


New-Tork,  May  21th,  1853. 


ABM.  VAN  NEST,  President. 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 

JOHN  KNOX,  ) 

W.  B.  CROSBY,  [  Directors. 

FRED.  FRELINGHUYSEN.      ) 


So  much  of  the  above  report  and  accompanying  documents  as  relates 
to  the  Widows'  Fund  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows' 
Fund ;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the  Committee 
on  Education  ;  and  the  residue  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 


TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  ACCOUNT. 


The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch   Church,  in 
Account  with  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer. 


1853. 
June 


July 


11 


12 


14 


21 


n 


Dr. 

Casli  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst., 

'  "  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
Ist  inst., 

'  "  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer  of  General  Synod, 
one  year's  salary,  due  10th  inst.,  $250  00 

postage,  discount,  &c., 1  63 

and    for    management    of    the 

Widows'  Fund., 150  00 

postage,  discount,  &c 24 


Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
1st  inst., 

B.  Livingston  Kip,  Treasurer  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, six  months'  interest  on  the  _  in- 
vested scholarships  in  the  Theological 
College,  due  4th  inst., 

John  Kendrick,  for  attendance  as  Doorkeeper 
of  General  Synod,  at  their  session  held 
at  Williamsburgh,  2d  instant,  Stationery, 
&c 

Rev.  Thomas  LL  Strong,  D.D.,  Stated  Clerk 
of  General   Sjmod,  his   salary  for  one 

year,  due  1st  inst., $150  00 

postage  and  disbursements, ....        7  97 


Thomas  Austin,  loaned  him  on  his  bond  and 
mortgage,  dated  10th  inst.,  payable  in 
two  years  from  date,  with  interest  at  six 
per  cent,  per  annum 

Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  D.D.,  his  travelling  ex- 
penses to  Philadelphia,  to  present  a  call 
to  Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow,  as  Professor  in  the 

Theological  College ; 

,  Dr.  Campbell,  this  amount,  being  an 
appropriation  made  by  General  Synod 
at  their  meeting  in  June,  1851,  (see 
Minutes,  page  190,)  to  supply  a  deficiency 
of  exegetical  books,  Ac,  for  the  Students 
in  the  Theological  College 


Rev. 


Carried  forward. 
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1859. 


July 


19 


Dr. 


29 


August 


Sept 


27 


October 


18 


21 


Nov. 


Brought  forward, 

Cash  paid  John  A.  Gray,  for  printing  Minutes  of  General 
Synod  for  session  of  1852,  paper,  bind- 
ing, &c., 

'         "     Ezra  W.  Collier,  the  suceessful  competitor  for 
the  Van  Doren  Prize  Essay  on  Missions, 

for  the  year  1852, 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  sundry  bills  for  repairs 
to  that  part  of  Rutgers  College  occupied 
by  him,  (per  order  of  General  Synod  in 

June  last,) 

"    Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College,  six 

months'  salary,  duo  16th  July  last, 

"  Abraham  B.  Mead,  loaned  him  on  his  bond 
and  mortgage,  dated  7th  inst.,  payable 
in  one  year  from  date,  with  interest  at 

seven  per  ccn^  per  annum, 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 

1st  inst, 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College, 

due  1st  inst., 

"  Peter  Spader,  the  expenses  of  removing  the 
household  furniture  of  Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow 
from    Phildelphia    to   New-Brunswick, 

(per  order  of  General  Synod,) 

"  Rev.  Ransford  Weils,  D.D.,  his  travelling  ex 
penses  to  New-Brunswick,  to  attend 
the  inauguration  of  Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College, 

(per  order  of  General  Synod,) 

"  Rev.  William  V.  V.  Mabon,  his  travelling  ex- 
penses incurred  in  attending  a  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  for  the  reception 

of  students,  1st  inst., 

"  Rev.  David  D.  Demarest,  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  his  salary  for  one  year, 

due  15th  July  last $10  00 

incidental  expenses,  &c., 4  50 


the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Delegates  of 
General  Synod  to  the  General  Synod  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church,  held  at 
Baltimore,  14th  inst.,  viz. : 

Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord, $21  00 

"     Brogun  Hoff, 20  GO 


Peter  Cortelyou,  executor,  &c.,  of  Rev.  James 
S.  Cannon,  D.D.,  in  full  payment  of  liis 
salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological 
College,  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease, 
(See  Minutes  of  June  last,  page  272,). . . 
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Not, 


Dr. 


13 


Dec. 


14 


24 


Brought  forward, 

Cash  paid  the  following  persons,  their  annuities  out  of 
the  income  of  the  Widows'  Fund  for  the 
last  six  months,  due  this  day,  viz. : 

Lydia  M.  W.  Sluyter, $70  00 

Catherine  E.  Van  Wagenen, 70  00 

Maria  Rudy, 62  50 

Jane  Hunt,' 26  25 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.D., 70  00 

"     Samuel  Harlow, 85  00 

"     Jacob  A.  Lansing, 52  50 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon, 70  00 


Peter  Spader,  Treasurer  Rutgers  College,  two 
years'  interest  on  Henry  Rutgers'  dona- 
tion of  $5,000  to  said  College,  due  20th 
June  last, $600  00 

dividends  on  ten  shares  Bergen  Turn- 
pike Stock  belonging  to  said  Col- 
lege,       14  00 


Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  &c.,  one  half  of  the 
salary  of  the  Librarian  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege for   one   year,    ending    1st   April 

next, $50  00 

and  for  fuel  for  the  College,  for 

the  current  year, 20  00 


Rev.  WUliam  W.  Halloway,  paid  by  him  into 
the  Widows'  Fund,  and  now  withdrawn 

Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  one  quarter's  salai-y  as' 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
1st  inst., 

Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College, 
due  1st  inst, 

Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst., 

B.  Livingston  Kip,  Ti-easurer,  &e.,  on  account 
of  six  months'  interest  on  the  invested 
scholarships  in  the  Theological  College, 
due  this  day, 

John  Paine,  for  assignment  by  him  to  General 
Synod  of  a  bond  and  mortgage  of  Samuel 
W.  Cronk  to  hun  for  $6,000,  dated  1st 
August,  1852,  payable  1st  May,  1858, 
with  interest  at  7  per  cent,  per  an- 
num,   $6,000  00 

and  one  month's  interest  thereon, . .        35  00 


12,123 


"  Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow,  simdry  bills  for  interior 
repairs  to  that  part  of  Rutgers  College 
occupied  by  him,  (per  order  of  the  Board 
of  Direction,  11th  inst,) 

"     Jacob  Little  &  Co.,  for  three  shares  of  the 

stock  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 
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100 
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1S33. 

Company,  for  $100  each,  transferred  to 
the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod,  at  30| 
per  cent,  advance,  to  be  added  to  the 
fifty  shares  in  that  institution 

50 

January 

Cash  paid  Rev.  Stephen  11.  Meeker,  paid  by  him  into 

the  Widows'  Fund,  and  now  withdrawn, 

"         "     Premium   of  insurance   on   |8,000,   for   one 

year,  on  Kutgers  College 

00 

no 

"         "     Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College,  six 

00 

Feb. 

"         "    John  A.  Manley,  for  repairs  of  that  part  of 
Rutgers  College  occupied   by  Rev.  Dr. 
Ludlow,  (per  order  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rection,)   

51 

March 

"         "    Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  one  quarter's   salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Tlieological  College,  due 
1st  inst 

50 

"    Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken,  one  quarter's  salary 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College, 
due  1st  inst., , 

75 

"         "     Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow,  one  quarter's  salary  as  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

75 

"         "    B.  Livingston  Kip,  Ti-easurer,  <fec.,  balance  of 
six  months'   interest    on    the    invested 
scholarships  in  the  Theological  College, 
due  4th  December  last, 

80 

May 

"         "     the  following  persons,  their  annuities  out  of 
the  income  of  the  Widows'  Fvmd  for  the 
last  six  months,  due  yesterday,  viz. : 

Lydia  M.  W.  Sluyter, $70  00 

Catherine  E.  Van  Wagenen 70  00 

Maria  Rudy 52  50 

Jane  Hunt 26  25 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.D., 70  00 

"      Samuel  Harlow, 35  00 

"      Jacob  A.  Lansing, 52  50 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon 70  00 

25 
00 

"         "    John  S.  Bussing,  Treasurer,  &c.,  of  the  Board 
of  Domestic  Missions,  this  amount,  be- 
queathed   by    Mrs.    Elizabeth    Cowan, 
deceased,  to  General  Synod,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
the   Domestic  Missionary  operations  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

1832. 

"        "     Charles  S.  Little,  Treasurer,  &c.,  of  the  Board 
of  Foreign   Missions,  this   amount,    be- 
queathed   by   Mrs.    Elizabeth    Cowan, 
deceased,  to  General  Synod,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
the   Foreign   Missionary   operations    of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

00 

.July 

"         "     the  following  clergymen,  their  travelling  ex- 
penses incurred  in  attending  the  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the 
Carried  forward, 

24,544 

7fi 

2 
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1852. 


J  Illy 


1853. 

May' 


22 


l>r. 


Brought  forward, ,  — • . 

Theological  College,  held  at  New-Bruns- 

■wick,  20th  inst,  viz. : 

Cash  paid  Rev.  Benjamin  Van  Zandt, $8  25 

"    S.  Van  Vechten, 3  75 

"     N.  E.  Smith, 2  50 

"     J.G.Johnson, 6  50 

"    J.  C.  Cruikshank, 2  25 

"     C.  Van  Santvoord, 8  50 

"    J.  M.  Van  Buren, 10  00 

"    S.  W.  Mills 7  50 

"     Ransford  Wells,  D.D., ^ .  •  14  28 

"    William  Reiley  and  Committee, .  5  50 

"    Henry  Morris, 6  VT 

"     Isaac  Ferris,  D.D., 4  00 

"    Oscar  H.  Gregory, , 8  00 

"     William  V.  V.  Mabon, 2  00 

"     Isaac  K  Wyckoff,  D.D.,  1851-2, . .  14  25 

"    John  Van  Liew,  (twice,) 4  00 

"     John  H.  Duryea, 3  00 


To  Balance  in  Bank  to  credit  of  General 

Synod, 

Cash  on  hand. 


$22,923  97 
3  00 


24,544 


76 


111 


05 


22,926l97 

47,582i78 
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ISSH. 


June 


July 
Aug, 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Cr. 


Balance  brought  from  last  account, 

By  cash  received,  balance  of  collection    in    the  lieformed 

Dutch  Church,  Market  street,  New-York, 

for  the  Widows'  Fund,  after  deducting 

Pastor's  subscription, 

of  "A  Friend  to  the  Church,"  per  Rev.  Dr. 

Knox,  being  a  donation  to  the  Widows' 

Fund, 

one  year's  interest  on  bonds  of  the  Col 

legiate  Dutch  Church,  for  §26,000, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  §5,000,  due 

1st  May 

fourteen  "days'  interest  on  $6,000,  part  of  a 

bond, 

of  Adrian  Cortelyou,  in  full  payment  of 

his  siibscription  to  the  Permanent  Fund 

of  General  Synod, 

of  Rev.  William  H.  A^au  Doren,  one  year's 

interest  on  the  Missionary  Prize  Essay 

bond  given  by  him 

six  months'  intei'est  on  bond  for  f4,000,  due 

4th  inst., 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000,  due 

21st  May, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500,  due 

31st  July, , 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 

Wayne  street,  Jersey  City,  for  the  Wid- 
ows'Fund, . 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1,000,  due 

13th  inst., 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 

New-Utrecht,  for  the  Widows'  Fund,. . 
six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500,  due 

1st  inst., 

eight  months  and  23  days'  intei'cst  on  bond 

for  $5,750,  to  1st  inst, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8,500,  due 

3d  inst.,   

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due 

16th  inst., 

six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $3,500,  due 

16th  inst, 

of  David  Jacobus,  in  full  payment  of  his 

bond  to  General  Synod, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due 

this  day, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due 

this  day, 

of  "  a  member  of  the  North  Dutcli  Church 

at  Albany,"  per  John  S.  Bussing,  a  dona 

tion  to  the  Widows'  Fund, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000,  due 

this  day, 


Carried  forward, , 


9,263 

32 

250 

],56n 

175 

16 

250 

50 
120 
210 
105 

18 
30 


105  ( 
293: 
297 
140  ( 

12250 

2,000  00 

140  00 

140  00 


20 


00 


180  00 


15,526!37 
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1853. 


Nov 


Cr. 


17 


22 


23 


Dec. 


1853. 

Jan 


13 


18 


23 


12 


15 


Brought  forward, 

By  cash  received,  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at 
Six  Mile  Run,  N.  J.,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 
"        six  months'  interest    on    bond    for  $2,800, 

due  27th  October  last, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,500,  due 

26th  October  last, 

"       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5,000,  due 

1st  inst., • 

"        six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $11,000, 

due  this  day, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5,000,  due 

1  st  inst., » 

"       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due 

this  day, .• 

of  John  B.  Dunham,  in  full  payment  of  his 

bond  to  General  Synod, 

"       seven  months'  interest  on  the  same,  due  this 

day 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000,  due 

21st  November  last 

of  B.  Livmgston  Kip,  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  this  amount,  paid  by  Theo- 
dore Cuyler,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  for 
the  endowment  of  a  scholarship  in  the 
Theological  College  at  New-Brunswick, 
to  be  named  "The  Cuyler  Scholarship," 
in  memory  of  his  father,  the  late  Rev. 

Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  D.D., 

"       six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $8,900,. 
"       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due 

4th  inst., 

"  balance  of  collection  in  the  Second  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  of  Albany,  for  the  Wid- 
ows' Fund,  after  deducting  Pastor's  sub- 
scription,   

of  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt,  a  certificate  for  fifty 
shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  Canal  Company,  standing  in 
the  name   of  the  Treasurer  of  General 

Synod,  and  $150  in  cash, 

•'  a  dividend  on  fifty  shares  of  the  above- 
named  stock,  $5,000,  ®  5  per  cent.,  due 

20th  inst., 

"       six  months'  interest  on  bonds  of  the  Col 

legiate  Dutch  Church  for  $26,000, 

collected  in  the  following  churches  for  the 

Widows'  Fimd,  viz. : 
Collegiate  Church,  Lafayette  Place,  New- 
York, $138  00 

Collegiate  Church,  North  Church, 

New-York, 34  37 

Church  at  Pompton  Plains,  New- 
Jersev, 15  75 


six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $500,  due 
14th  September  last, 


Carrie 


dforward 22,54179 


5,526 

15 

84 

75 

150 


330100 


175 

140 

2,000 

81 

180 


00 
00 
00 
66 
00 


2,000 

267 

120 


14 

150 

250 

780 


00 
00 

00 

28 

GO 

00 
00 
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1SS3. 

1 

14 

15 

11 

1 

2 

7 

9 

1*7 

22 

30 

13 

21 

2 

3 

Cr. 

Brought  forward, 

$ 
22,541 
105 
30 
245 
140 
201 

15 

35 

122 

140 

29 

200 
2,000 

2,140 

34 

98 

210 

150 

6,000 

a 
79 

Feb. 

By  cash  received,  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500,  due 
yesterdav 

DO 

"             "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1,000,  due 
13th 

no 

"             "       eight  months  and  five  days'  interest  on  bond 
for  $6,000,  due  this  day, 

00 

."             "       one  year's  interest  on  two  bonds  for  $1,000 
eacli,  due  1st  December  last, 

00 

March 

"             "       six  months' interest  on  bond  for  $5,750,  due 
this  day, 

"5 

"             "        collected   in   the   Tliird   Reformed    Dutch 
Church,    Jersey  Citv,   for   the  Widows' 
Fund, ." 

f.O 

"             "       collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
Bergen,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

"             "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3,500,  due 
1st  inst, 

00 
50 

"             "       six  mouths'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due 
16th  April  next, 

"             "       balance  of  collection  in  the  First  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  Newark,  for  the  Widows' 
Fund,  after  deducting  Pastor's  subscrip- 
tion,   

00 
00 

April 

"             "of    James    S.    Lowrie,    executor,    <fec.,    of 
Elizabeth  Cowan,  deceased,  this  amount, 
bequeathed  by  her  to   General  Synod, 
one  half  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance 
and  support  of  the  Domestic,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  maintenance  and  sup- 
port of  the  Foreign  Missionary  operations 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Clmrch, 

"             "       of  B.  Livingston  Kip,  Treasiirer  Board  of 
Education,  to  be  invested  for  educational 
purposes 

00 
00 

"             "       on  account  of  principal  of  John  B.  Dingle- 
dean's    bond    for    $4,000,    per    Conrad 
Rose, $2,000 

"             •'       six  months'   interest   on  the  above 

bond,  due  16th  inst. $140 

00 

6] 
00 

"             "       collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
Montvillc,  for  the  Widows'  Fund,  $14  10 

"             "       collected  in  the    Reformed   Dutch 
Church,  Pompton,  for  the  Wid- 
ows' Fund, $20  51 

May 

"             "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,800,  due 
27  th  April  last, 

"             "       six  months  interest  on  bond  for  $6,000,  due 
1st  inst., 

00 

"             "       six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5,000,  due 
1st  inst., 

00 

"             "       of    Thomas  Austin,    in    full    payment    of 
his  bond  to  General  Synod, 

00 

Carried  forward, 

34,437 

65 

:no 
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May 


Cr. 


Brouo-lit  forward,  ^  . 

By  cash  received,  three  months  and  fifteen  days   interest 


34, 


12 


11 


18 


19 


1852 

June 


21 


on  the  same,  to  1st  June  next, 
one  year's  interest  on  bond  for  $2,000,  due 
1st  April,  belonging  to  the  Professoral 

Fund, ••• 

fifteen  days'  interest  on  $2,000,  part  ot  a 

bond  paid  off, •  •  • 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due 

16th  April  last, • 

six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $11,000, 

due  this  day 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2,500,  due 

26th  April, 

of  Rev.  Wilham  H.  Campbell,  D.D.,  this 
amount,  the  unexpended  balance  of  $400, 
an  appropriation  made  by  General  Synod 
in  June,  1851,  to  supply  a  deficiency  of 
exegetieal  books,  &e.,  in  the  lecture- 
room  of  Rutgers  College 

of  Miss  Emma  Jones,  per  Rev.  A.  Chapman 

a  donation  to  the  Widows'  Fund, 

six  months'  interest  on  three  bonds,  amount- 
ing to  $8,900, •  •  •  • 

of  Abraham  B.  Mead,  in  full  payment  oi  the 
principal  of  his  two  bonds  to  General 

Synod,  amounting  to $9,500 

seven  months  and  28  days'  interest 

on  $8,500, 393  35 

nine  months  and  24  days'  mterest 

on  $1,000, ^57  15 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1,500,  due 

16th  April, 

SIX  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5,000,  due 

1st  inst, i  "  a' -' 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000^ 

due  22d  inst 


of  the  following  persons 


the  interest  on 


their   subscriptions   to  the   Permanent 
Fund  of  General  Synod,  due  Ist  May, 

CoUegTat'e  D^ch  Church,  K  Y,  $300  00 

David  W.  Wetmore, 30  00 

Estate  of  David  L.  Haight, 30  00 

Estate  of  Cornelius  Duryee 15  00 

Thomas  C.  Doremus, 30  00 

John  Oothout, 30  00 

Estate  of  Francis  Olmsted  (for 

three  vears,) ^6  00 

Samuel  Smith, 15  00 


collected  in  the  following  Chasses  and 
Churches  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
General  Synod,  viz : — 


Carried  forward, 


437 
105 

120 

5 

140 


65 
00 

00 
83 
00 


38500 

8*7  50 


203118 
125 


2&1 


00 


9,950 

52 

175 

140 


486 


46,556 


00 
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1853. 


June 


Cr, 

Brouglit  forward, 

By  cash  received  of  Classis  of  Philadelphia  for  1851 

and  1852, $28  00 

Church  at  Glenville, 20  00 

WynantskilJ, 2  69 

"          English   Neighborhood,  5  00 
"        in  Market    street^    New- 
York,  29  54 

"  "       of  the  following  Classes,  for  Minutes 

of  General  Synod,  viz. : 

Classis  of  Philadelphia, $20  50 

"     Albany, 5  00 

"     Pouglikeepsie, 21  50 

"     Watervliet, 2  81 

"     Rensselaer, 19  00 

"     Paramus, 12  00 

South  Classis  of  New-York 12  50 

Classis  of  Passaic, 5  25 

"      Bergen, 18  00 

"      New- York, 26  00 

North  Classis  of  Long  Island, 46  06 

Classis  of  Greene, 29  00 

"    New-Brunswick, 25  00 

"     Illinois, 2  00 

"     Hudson, 3  13 

South  Classis  of  Long  Island, 9  00 

Copies  sold, 87 

"            "       of  the  following  clergymen,  their  annual 
payments  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  viz.  ;- 

Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D., $20  00 

"    John  M.  Van  Buren, 20  00 

■  "    David  A.  Jones, 20  00 

"    John  H.  Pitcher, 20  00 

"    R.  W.  Knight, 20  00 

"    Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.D.,. ..  20  00 
"    William   W.   Halloway   and 

interest, 21  50 

"     R.  Ormiston  Currie,  D.D.,. . .  20  00 

"    Benjamin  Bassler, 20  00 

"     John  L.  See, 20  00 

"     Charles  Jukes, 20  00 

"    Peter  J.  Quick, 20  00 

"    Charles  S.  Hegeman, 20  00 

"     William  S.  Heyer 20  00 

"     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D, 20  00 

.  "    Nicholas  E.  Smith, 20  00 

"    Stephen  H.  Meeker  and  in- 
terest   21  00 

"    Richard  N.  Steele, 20  00 

"     Samuel  M.  Woodbridge 20  00 

"    James  Scott,  D.D, 20  00 

"     Thomas  B.  Gregory, 20  00 

"    Elbert  S.  Porter "  20  00 

Carried  forward, $442  50 
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Cr. 

Brought  forward, $442  50 

"    James  B.  Hardenbergh,  D.D., 

and  interest, 41  02 

Garret  L.  Eoof, 20  00 

Henry  A.  Raymond, 20  00 

Isaac  S.  Demund, 20  00 

Enoch  Van  Aken 20  00 

John  Gray, 20  00 

Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyck, 20  00 

IraC.  Boice, 20  00 

Cornelius  Wyckoff, 20  00 

Eben  S.  Hammond, 20  00 

Nicholas  D.  Williamson 20  00 


$46,899 


26 


68352 


47,58278 


By  balance  carried  to  new  account, 22,926^ 

[Errors  excepted.]  ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 

The  subscribers,  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  Accounts,  have  examined 
the  same,  with  the  vouchers  exhibited  by  him,  and  find  them  correct,  leaving  «  balance  due  to 
General  Synod  of  twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and  ninety-seven 

'^^"^^-  ABM.  VAN  NEST, 


^ew-York,  May  nth,  1653. 


W.  B.  CROSBY, 


Committee. 


Inminl  ligpst,  1863. 


The  Board  of  Direction  submit  to  General  Synod  their  Annual  Digest, 
as  follows : — 

Fuuda  DcToted  to  Education, 

TOE  VAN   BENSCHOTEN    FUND. 

This  Fund,  as  reported  by  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College, 
and  -which  is  loaned  upon  bonds  secured  by  mortgages  upon 
property  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  «fec.,  amounted,  on  the  1st 

April,  1853,  to $20,313  57 

Balance  in  his  hands,  1st  April,  1853, 2,6G1  11 

Interest  on  same  Fund,  due  1st  May,  1853, _..      1,405  67 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the  interest  of  this 

Fund,  during  the  past  year, 960  00 

LEGACY    or   MISS    REBECCA   KNOX. 

The  'amoimt  of  this  Fund,  which  is  loaned  upon  bond  secured  by 

mortgage  on  property  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  is $2,000  00 

Interest  due  on  this  Fund,  1st  May,  1853, 129  GO 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  1st  April,  1853.,. .  163  11 

Education  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  on  bonds 

secured  by  mortgages,  for  education  purposes $36,085  00 

Balance  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod, 

31st  May,  1853, 2,145  30 

Balance  of  interest  in  his  hands  on  that  day, 541  93 

IFidows'  Fund. 

Amoimt  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  on  bonds 

secured  by  mortgages,  for  the  "Widows'  Fund, $ll,7oO  00 

Balance  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod,      1,302  24 
There  has  been  paid  to  annuitants,  out  of  the  income  of  the  Fund, 
during  the  past  year,  arising  from  interest  on  the  Fund  and  pay- 
ments by  subscribers  thereto, 892  50 

Permanent  Professoral  Fund. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which  have  been  col- 
lected and  invested  on  the  subscriptions  for  the  Professorships,  as 
well  as  the  moneys  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rut- 
gers College,  viz. : — 
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Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  bonds  and  mortgages 
of  real  estate,  (except  three  bonds  of  the  Collegiate  Dutch  Church, 
New- York,  which  are  not  accompanied  by  mortgages,) $67,815  00 

Balance  of  the'  Professoral  Fund,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Triis- 
tees  of  Rutgers  College,  and  transferred  to  General  Synod,  as  per 
account  of'Peter  Spader,  Agent,  &c.,  on  the  1st  May,  1853, 
which  is  loaned  on  bond  secured  by  mortgage  on  property  in  the 

State  of  New-Jersey, 2,000  00 

Twnty-three  shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock,  ten  of  which  belong 

to  Rutgers  College,  valued  at ^30  00 

Amount  of  unpaid  subscriptions  to  the  Permanent  Fund  of 

General  Synod, $13,450  00 

Deduct  this  amount,  which  the  Board  believe  cannot  be  col- 
lected,       5,150  00 

Leaving  subscriptions  supposed  to  be  good, $7,700  00 

Board  of  Domestic  ITIissions. 

There  has  been  invested  for  this  Board,  on  bond  secured  by  mortgage,      $250  00 
Minutes  of  Oeneral   Synod. 

There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  during  the 

past  year, *;f;   °- 

And  there  has  been  paid  for  printing  Minutes,  paper,  &c., __i.^j__g£ 

Balance  in  Bank  to  the  credit  of  General  Synod, $22,926  97 

$20,552  of  this  amount  belongs  to  principal,  to  be  invested. 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,  President. 

JOHN  KNOX,  1 

W.  B.  CROSBY,  [.Directors. 

THEO.  FRELINGHUYSEN,    J 
ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
New-York,  May  21  th,  1853. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation.  On  counting 
the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen :  Mr.  Abraham 
Van  Nest,  President ;  Eev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,  and  Messrs.  William  B. 
Crosby  and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  Directors  ;  and  Mr.  Isaac  Young, 
Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Harbaurgh  and  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  appeared  in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testi- 
monials of  their  appointment,  took  their  seats  as  Corresponding  Delegates 
from  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  On  taking  their  seats, 
the  Delegates  laid  on  the  table  of  Synod  several  copies  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  last  session  of  the  German  Reformed  Synod. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Delegates  appointed  to  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence : — 

Report  of  the  Delegates  to  the  German  Reformed  Church : 

The  undersigned  delegates  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  would  present  the  following  report : — 

They  attended  the  meeting  of  the  German  Synod,  held  at  Baltimore 
the  14tli  of  .October,  1852,  and  were  present  at  its  proceedings  during 
several  days  of  the  session.  They  were  received  with  great  courtesy  and 
cordiality  by  the  Synod ;  found  the  deliberations  of  the  body  characterized 
by  decorum,  dignity,  and  harmony ;  were  gratified  to  hear  the  encour- 
aging statements  made  concerning  the  good  measure  of  success  which 
had  attended  the  efforts  of  that  branch  of  the  Christian  Church  to  spread 
abroad  the  saving  knowledge  of  Christ  and  him  crucified,  bring  back 
strayed  sheep  into  the  Good  Shepherd's  fold,  and  widen  and  strengthen 
the  kingdom  of  our  Heavenly  Master  and  Lord.  It  was  pleasant  to  your 
delegates  to  hear  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  in  the  course  of  proceeding  or 
debate,  warm  protestations  of  attachment  to  the  standards  of  a  faith  which 
we  hold  in  common  with  them,  and  determinations  expressed  to  labor,  in 
reliance  on  God  and  his  grace,  with  renewed  earnestness  and  vigor,  to 
promote  the  great  objects  for  which  the  "  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus"  has  been 
revealed  and  given.  Your  delegates  found  it  refreshing  indeed  to  unite 
with  the  brethren  in  their  devotional  exercises,  and  in  commemorating  the 
love  and  death  of  "  one  Lord,"  in  and  through  whom  we  have  "  one  bap- 
tism "  and  "  one  faith,"  and  one  hope  of  a  crown  of  righteousness  that 
fadeth  not  away.  The  sentiments  of  regard  for  the  interests,  and  of  desire 
for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  this  body,  expressed  by  your  delegates, 
when  about  to  take  their  departure,  were  warmly  reciprocated  by  the 
Synod  through  its  presiding  officer. 

Your  delegates  should  not  omit  to  mention,  that  they  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  German  Synod  the  action  of  our  own  Synod  at  its  last 
meeting,  touching  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  the  delegation  hitherto 
sent.  This  has  caused  no  corresponding  change  as  yet  in  their  delega- 
tion, its  number  remaining,  by  resolution  of  their  SjTiod,  the  same  as 
heretofore.  In  reference  to  this  action  by  our  Synod,  and  also  in  refer- 
ence to  the  report  made  by  our  delegates  to  the  German  Synod  in  1851, 
a  special  committee  was  appointed.     From  the  report  of  this  committee 
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it  appears  that  the  report  of  our  delegates  in  1851  is  regarded  as  coa- 
tainino-  erroneous  and  injurious  statements,  and  that  the  adoption  of  the 
report  by  our  Synod  is  looked  upon  by  the  German  Synod  as  an  endorse- 
ment of  the  ;,:!eged  wrong  statements,  and  "a  violation  of  the  principles 
of  Christian  courtesy  and  charity ; "  and  that  they  look  to  the  Synod  for 
"proper  acknowledgments  and  amendments."  Your  delegates  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  express  any  opinion  in  regard  to  this  alleged  subject  of 
complaint.  They  conceive  their  duty  to  be  discharged  by  simply  reporting 
the  action  of  the  German  Synod  in  this  matter,  leaving  it  for  this  Synod 
to  take  such  steps  in  regard  to  it  as  its  wisdom  may  deem  suitable  and 
proper. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

^  BROGUN  HOFF. 

C.  VAN  SANTVOORD. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Delegate  appointed  to 

attend  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 

Church. 

The  delegate  appointed  by  General  Synod  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Maj  19,  1853, 
begs  leave  to  report : 

That,  in  the  good  providence  of  God,  he  was  privileged  to  be  present 
at  the  opening  of  the  Assembly,  and  to  attend  its  sessions  for  several 
days.  He  was  very  kindly  and  cordially  received,  and  takes  great  plea- 
sure in  giving  expression  to  his  high  gratification  in  observing  the  various 
proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  and  in  contemplating  the  unmistakable 
indications  of  the  union  and  harmony  and  prosperity  in  that  large  and 
influential  branch  of  the  Church  of  our  Redeemer.  Your  delegate  was 
requested  to  address  the  Assembly  on  the  condition  and  prospects  of  our 
Zion ;  and  having  done  so,  the  address  was  responded  to  by  the  Mode- 
rator of  the  Assembly,  and  in  a  manner  expressive  of  the  deep  and 
unaffected  interest  cherished  towards  us  by  the  Assembly  as  a  part  of  the 
great  Presbyterian  family. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

^  ■'  A.  M.  MANN. 

PoughTceepsie,  June  1,  1853. 

The  Rev.  William  Neill,  D.D.,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  appeared  in 
Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  appointment,  took  his 
seat  as  a  Corresponding  Delegate  from  tbe  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States.  The  Corresponding  Delegate 
presented  to  the  Synod  twenty-seven  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  1852,  which  were  distributed 
among  the  Classes  represented  on  the  floor  of  the  Synod. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Wm.  W.  Halloway  and 
E.  S.  Porter,  Delegates  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  at 
their  session  in  Lancaster,  October,  1851,  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the 
Synod  of  that  Church  at  their  last  session  in  reference  to  their  report  to 


JUNE,  1853.  317 

this  Synod  at  their  session  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  unanimoushj  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  would  respectfully  report : 

That  no  copy  of  the  last  printed  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  has  been  put  into  their  hands.  They  have, 
however,  learned  from  the  report  of  the  delegate  of  our  Synod  to  that 
venerable  body,  that  the  interests  of  this  branch  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  spirit  of  harmony  and  peace  prevails 
within  their  bounds ;  their  institutions  of  science  and  theology  are 
flourishing,  and  they  are  prosecuting  their  various  measures  for  the 
spread  of  the  truth  and  kingdom  of  our  common  Lord  with  their  ordi- 
nary vigor  and  zeal.  And  your  Committee  rejoice  to  find  that  the 
blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  is  resting  in  no  ordinary  degree 
upon  their  eftbrts. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  your 
Committee  learn  that  that  branch  of  the  visible  kingdom  of  Christ  are 
engaged  with  becoming  interest  to  advance  the  various  causes  of  benevo- 
lence and  of  religious  progress.  While  a  goodly  number  of  students  are 
in  attendance  upon  their  Theological  Seminary,  a  new  location  has  been 
obtained  for  their  literary  College,  which  has  commenced  its  operations 
with  flattering  prospects.  A  spirit  of  liberality  in  promoting  the  great 
causes  of  missions  and  education  is  manifested,  and  seems  to  be  increasing 
among  their  people. 

It  appears,  however,  from  the  report  of  a  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  that  they  feel  aggrieved  at  the  report  presented  by  the  delegates 
from  this  Synod  to  the  meeting  of  their  Synod  held  in  the  month  of 
October,  1851,  and  by  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  thereon.  The  Com- 
mittee declare  that,  "  with  a  single  exception,"  the  report  of  our  delegates 
"  does  not  contain  a  single  statement  in  accordance  with  actual  facts." 
This  is  a  very  grave  and  sweeping  charge.  An  attempt  is  made  to  sustain 
it  by  quite  a  long  course  of  remark.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  reply  of 
the  delegates  from  this  Synod,  they  reiterate  the  main  facts  as  contained 
in  their  report  to  the  Synod,  and  affirm  them  to  be  true ;  while  they 
adduce  evidence  to  show  that  they  could  not  have  been  mistaken  in 
relation  thereto.  Your  Committee  do  not  feel  themselves  obliged  to  enter 
upon  any  enlarged  statement  or  inquiry  into  the  matters  of  alleged  differ- 
ence in  this  case.  They  cannot,  however,  but  think  that,  while  the 
brethren  of  the  German  Reformed  Synod  regard  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  their  action  on  the  report  of  their  dele- 
gates, as  "  violating  the  principles  of  Christian  courtesy  and  charity,"  the 
expressions  and  implications  contained  in  the  report  of  their  own  com- 
mittee, adopted  by  them,  are  a  far  greater  violation  of  these  "  principles." 
The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  by  their  appointment  of  these 
delegates  and  by  their  action  on  their  report,  have  shown  their  entire 
confidence  in  the  integrity  of  these  brethren,  and  your  Committee  have 
seen  nothing  calculated  in  any  degree  to  weaken  this  confidence,  either 
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in  their  character  or  statements  of  facts.  If,  however,  as  it  now  appears, 
the  Dlan  of  correspondence  between  the  two  churches  as  now  maintained 
may  be  the  occasion  of  oflfense-may  infringe  upon  the  "  principles  of 
Christian  courtesy,"  and  tend  in  some  degree  to  alienate  brethren  from 
each  other,  (an  issue  entirely  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and  design_  ot 
such  correspondence,)  it  may  be  advisable  to  suspend,  if  not  abandon  i  . 

But  in  the  providence  of  God,  there  is  a  still  higher  cause  for  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course.     The  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 
complain  of  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Du  ch 
Church  inasmuch  as  it  contains  an  intimation  that  they  have  departed 
from  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.    The  particular  points  referred 
to  are  those  which  may  be  characterized  as  having  a  Romanizing  tend- 
ency    It  is  known  by  all  who  are  conversant  with  the  events  ot  tHe 
day  that  certain  most  objectionable  and  erroneous  doctrines  and  senti- 
ments have  been  advocated  and  propagated  by  the  professors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  and  by  certain  other  prominent  ministers  and 
members  of  that  Church,  as  well  as  by  the  accredited  organ  of  the 
Synod   N  These  sentiments  relate  to  the  great  cardinal  doctrine  ot  justi- 
fication by  faith  through  the  imputed  righteousness  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  to  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice-the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment the  nature  and  efficacy  of  the  sacraments,  the  authority  of  the 
Church,  and  other  doctrines  of  a  kindred  character.)  These  sentiments 
are  most  palpably  Romanizing  in  their  nature  and  tendency :  and  ac- 
corditK^ly,  they  have  been  approved  by  the  organs  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  the  authors  of  them  commended  and  encouraged  to  go  on 
in  their  progress;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  they  have  been  condemned 
in  the  stJonlest  language  by  the  religious  press  of  almost,  if  not  quite  all 
the  other  Pmtestant  Churches  in  our  land.     They  have  been  regarded  by 
all  who  hold  to  the  "  old  paths  "  as  essential  departures  from  the  faith  once 
delivered  to  the  saints.     And  yet  your  Committee  are  not  aware  that  the 
individuals  who  have  advocated  these  Romanistic  and  dangerous  senti- 
ments have  been  called  to  account  by  the  authorities  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  or  that  the  sentiments  themse  ves  have  been  repu- 
diated or  formally  condemned  in  an  open,  decided,  and  uneqmvocal 
manner  by  the  Synod  of  the  Church.    This  amounts  to  a  tacit  conmvance 
S,  if' not  a  virtual  approval  of,  these  erroneous  views-views  which 
Se  at  the  vitality  of  the  truth  as  maintained  by  the  Protestant  Church; 
^tLt  attachment  to  which  the  Reformers  came  out  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  and  in  the  defense  of  which  they  so  faithfully  and  zealously  labored 
Adhe  ence  to  the  truths  assailed  by  the  views  to  which  we  have  refeiied 
has  ever  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  characteristics  of  the  Pi'otestant 
.  Chur  h      But  in  this  age,  when  the  Church  of  Rome  is  xBakmg  such 
1  vito  ous  and   concerted^etforts  to  spread  the  doctrines  of   her  corrupt 
i  communion;  when  many  have  been  perverted  thereby,  and  some  indi- 
yXTls  of  distinction  from  the  ranks  of  Protestantism  have  connected 
themselves  with  that  Church ;  and  when  so  much  anxiety  is  very  justly 
.  felt  by  the  friends  of  evangelical  truth  in  relation  to  these  niatters ;  i 
i  ithe  duty  of  the  several  branches  of  the  Protestant  Church  who  still 
!  hold   to   the   peculiar  doctrines  of  the  Reformation   tp  protest  m    he 
strongest  manner  against  any  and  every  sentiment  which  favors  the 
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views  and  designs  of  Rome.  And  certainly  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
which  has  alwaj's  stood  among  the  foremost  and  firmest  of  the  advo- 
cates of  truth,  should  not  bo  backward  or  mild  in  their  protest  against 
such  doctrines.  Nay,  your  Committee  believe  that  the  time  has  come, 
in  the  providence  of  God,  when  they  should  not  do  any  thing  that 
might  have  the  aspect  in  any!  way  of  countenancing  in  the  remotest 
degree  the  /atal  errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  And  even  if  in  their 
action  in  this  matter  they  should  lay  themselves  open  to  a  charge  of 
""violating  the  principles  of  Christian  charity,"  still  they  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  pursue  this  course.  The  interests  of  truth  and  the  honor  of  the 
Master  are  far  more  important  than  what  might  by  some  be  regarded  as 
the  courtesies  of  Christian  charity.  The  Apostle  tells  us  that,  while 
"  charity  suffereth  long  and  is  kind,"  yet  "  it  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but 
rejoiceth  in  the  truth." 

In  view  of  the  whole  circumstances  in  which  in  the  providence  of  God 
the  Synod  are  now  placed,  your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  entertain  unabated  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity and  truthfulness  of  the  delegates  who  were  appointed  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  which  was 
held  in  the  month  of  October,  1851,  and  cannot  believe  that  they  could 
be  guilty  of  making  any  intentional  misstatements  of  facts  in  the  report 
of  their  attendance  upon  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  feel  themselves  called  upon,  as  repre- 
senting one  of  the  branches  of  the  great  Protestant  family,  to  maintain 
unflinchingly  and  firmly  the  entire  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  and 
to  avoid  the  doing  of  any  thing  which  may  actually  or  by  implication  give 
the  sanction  of  their  name  to  any  of  the  erroneous  doctrines  of  the  Church 
of  Rome,  or  any  sentiments  which  may  in  any  way  favor  the  corrupt 
tenets  of  the  Mother  of  Abominations. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  hereby  express,  in  the  most  decided 
and  unequivocal  manner,  their  protest  against  all  those  sentiments  of  a 
Romanizing  character  and  tendency  which  are  technically  known  as  the 
"  Mercersburg  Theology,"  as  being  essential  departures  from  the  faith,  as 
calculated  to  lead  yet  farther  astray  from  the  old  landmarks  of  the  truth, 
and  to  undermine  the  gi-eat  principles  of  the  Reformation  from  Popery. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  inasmuch  as  the  correspondence  with  the  German 
Reformed  Church  has  been  the  occasion  in  the  opinion  of  that  body  of 
"  violating  the  principles  of  Christian  courtesy  and  charity,"  and  as  the 
continuance  of  the  same  may  be  regarded  as  lending  the  sanction  of  this 
Synod  to  sentiments  and  doctrines  which  are  favorable  to  the  corrupt 
views  of  the  Church  of  Rome  which  are  advocated  by  many  persons  of 
distinguished  character  in  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  have  not 
been  repudiated  by  the  authorities  of  said  Church ;  and  as  an  expression 
of  the  decided  disapprobation  on  the  part  of  this  Synod  of  any  such 
views  and  sentiments,  and  a  strong  protest  against  the  same,  the  Synod 
hereby  declares  that  the  correspondence  between  them  and  the  Synod  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church  is  from  this  time  forth  suspended. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Chairman. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double  number 
of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  Corresponding  Delegates  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the 
Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  D.D.,  was  chosen  as  Delegate  Primarius,  and  the 
Rev.  Abraham  Polhemus,  Delegate  Semndus.  . 

ARTICLE  VI. 

SYNOMCAL   REPORTS    ON    THE    STATE    OF    THE    CHURCHES. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spent  a  part  oi 
the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  its  session  in  religious  exercises,  con- 
ducted acrreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose,°consisting  of  the  Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  Philip  M.  Brett,  and 
the  Elder  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

Resolved,  That  a  prayer-meeting  be  held  at  8^  o'clock  A.M.  during  the 

sessions  of  the  Synod.  -r     i,    o  u 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lords  Supper  be 
observed  during  the  sessions  of  this  Synod,  and  that  the  same  take  place 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  of  a  former  General  Synod,  requestmg 
one  of  the  churches  in  the  city  or  town  where  the  Synod  is  to  meet  to 
have  the  ordinance  celebrated  on  the  Sabbath  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Synod,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  members  of  the  Synod,  be  revoked. 
The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  :— 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  respectfully  report : 
The  promise  of  God  is  the  pledge  that  the  Church  is  secure,  and  the 
truth  which  it  guards  imperishable.     He  loves  the  Churchwith  undi- 
minished warmth,  while  the  love  of  many  waxes  cold.     His  word  can 
never  pass  away,  while  human  pledges  and  promises  are  continually 
broken ;  and  amid  the  ceaseless  and  infinite  variety  of  earthly  change, 
His  covenant  relations  to  his  blood-bought  Church  remain  unalterable.  ^ 
This  principle  is  an  unfailing  consolation  and  joy.      The  Church  i§ 
safe,  for  the  Church  is  God's.     It  is  not  in  human  might  or  mahgnity  to 
destroy  it.     But  man's  instrumentality  is  closely  connected  in  the  Divine 
plans  with  the  Church's  peace,  progress,  and  prosperity.    We  who  are  m 
the  Church  are  permitted  and  commanded  to  be  co-workers  with  Him 
whose  arm  guards  and  whose  love  fosters  the  Church;    and  our  best 
Tnereies  are  to  be  tasked,  under  God,  in  support  of  the  Church,  as  though 
its  very  preservation,  not  less  than  its _  health  and  well-being,  were  de- 
pendent upon  our  agency  and  consecration.  .!...<? 
This  idea  uprises'right  before  us  when  we  come  to  survey  the  state  ot 
rehgion  in  the  Church.     The  state  of  religion  involves  and  indicates  the 
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character  of  our  agency,  efforts,  zeal,  and  devotion.  As  members  of  the 
Church,  our  individual  position  is  insignificant,  and  our  influence  small; 
as  a  branch  of  the  Christian  Church,  we  are  little  among  the  thousands 
of  Israel ;  but  our  responsibility  is  present  and  actual  to  do  v?ith  all  our 
might  and  strength  for  Christ  whatsoever  our  hand  finds  to  do.  We 
cannot  escape  from  this  responsibility.  We  cannot  refuse  to  hear  the 
command,  "Occupy  till  I  come,"  addressed  to  us  as  ministers  and  churches. 
We  cannot  decline  the  severe  inquisition  which  will  hereafter  be  made 
into  our  fidelity.  AVe  are  passing  on,  year  by  year,  to  encounter  that 
inquisition.  Each  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  marks  another  decided 
advance  towards  it.  When,  therefore,  the  attention  of  the  Church, 
through  those  who  represent  it  here,  is  turned  to  the  state  of  religion 
within  all  its  bounds,  the  subject,  it  cannot  be  denied,  assumes  a  solemnity 
and  importance  entitling  it  to  the  most  serious  consideration. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  no  small  outward  prosperity  through 
the  Church  generally,  for  which  our  thanks  and  gratitude  to  God  are 
devoutly  due.  The  means  with  which  the  Church  is  blessed  have  been 
freely  given  to  the  building  of  new  church  edifices,  to  the  enlargement  or 
remodelling  of  the  old. 

The  Report  of  the  Synod  of  New-York  on  the  State  of  the  Churches 
mentions  the  Christian  activity  and  enterprise  whose  fruits  are  either  seen 
or  about  to  be  seen  in  the  erection  or  material  alteration  of  numerous 
houses  of  public  worship  within  the  bounds  of  that  Synod.  The  same 
evidences  of  outward  thrift  and  progress  are  to  be  found  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Northern  Synod.  The  age  perhaps  deserves  to  be  distin- 
guished as  the  age  of  church-building,  so  general  is  the  disposition  on  the 
part  of  various  churches  to  supplant  the  old,  the  incommodious,  and  the 
unsightly  by  the  new,  graceful,  and  attractive.  The  spirit  which  prompts 
these  changes  is  significant.  It  is  easy  for  the  illiberal  and  parsimonious 
to  censure  this  spirit  as  evincing  pride  and  a  fondness  for  display,  but  not 
so  easy  to  show  that  the  enterprise  which  aims  to  make  the  sanctuary 
comely  to  the  eye  and  comfortable  to  the  worshipper  is  not  perfectly 
accordant  with  the  spirit  of  an  enlightened  piety.  Nature  is  beautiful. 
The  hand  of  God  has  impressed  beauty  upon  the  rainbow's  arch  ;  upon  the 
flowers  of  the  field,  the  rolling  flood,  the  greenwood's  quivering  leaves ; 
and  why  should  not  the  temples  which  human  hands  rear  and  devotion 
consecrates,  share,  though  they  cannot  rival,  the  beauty  with  which  nature 
is  adorned?  Your  Committee  regard  the  liberality  displayed  for  this 
object  as  a  hopeful  rather  than  an  inauspicious  sign,  and  believe  that  the 
fruits  of  it,  with  God's  blessing,  will  elevate  the  Church  and  advance  its 
interests. 

One  evidence  of  this  advance  is  found  in  the  amount  of  contributions 
this  year  to  charitable  purposes.  The  increased  outlay  for  building  and 
improving  church  edifices  has  not  diminished' the  sums  given  to  sustain 
the  religious  charities.  On  the  contrary,  these  sums  have  been  consider- 
ably enlarged,  in  several  departments  at  least.  The  receipts  of  our 
Dooaestic  Missionary  Society  are  $4,343  78  more  than  they  were  the 
former  year.  Those  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  without 
special  effort,  rise  to  $596  36  more  than  last  year;  and  it  is  believed  that 
a  proportional  increase  would  be  found  in  other  departments  of  bene^o- 
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lence  were  the  coraDarison  fairly  made.  So  true  is  it  that  Christian 
liberality,  when  properly  exercised,  tends  to  stimulate  itself  and  give 
expansion  to  its  resources  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Your  Committee  are  gratified  to  find  that  the  recommendation  ot  last 
year  to  devote  an  additional  column  in  the  Classical  Tables  to  the  aggre- 
iate'amounts  contributed  to  charitable  purposes  by  the  various  churches, 
has  been  pursued,  and  that  this  column  exhibits  to  a  considerable  extent 
the  present  year,  what  our  churches  have  done  in  the  way  of  benevolent 
offerincr      The  exhibit  is  far  from  being  full,  and  many  of  our  churchy, 
not  worrit  to  withhold  at  the  call  of  charity,  and  able  to  respond  freely,  do 
not  appear  at  all,  or  appear  disadvantageously  upon  this  list  of  donors  to 
Christ's   treasury.      But  as   the  first  development  of  a  well  conceived 
suggestion,  it  has  succeeded  well,  and   promises  good  results.      ihe 
amount  total  contributed  by  the  Synod  of  New-York,  according  to  this 
table  is  $46  111 ;  that  contributed  by  the  Synod  of  Albany  is  ^12,8*4  , 
the  whole  sum  being  $59,032.     Perhaps,  had  all  ^be  churches  reported 
their  trifte,  the  aggregate  of  our  chanties  might  reach  $65_,000_  tor  the 
present  year.     But  what  is  this  among  so  many  ?- the  price  simply  of 
a  single  church  edifice,  and  that  by  no  means  one  of  the  costhest,  collected 
from  all  our  churches   to  spread  gospel  light  and  truth  amongst  the 
benio-hted  and  wandering !     It  is  a  very  little  rill  of  benevolence,  which 
easily  might,  and  we  trust  soon  will,  assume  the  attitude  of  a  stream, 
deep,  broad,  calmly  but  constantly  rolling  its  free  tribute  towards  the  sea. 
What  is  needed  is  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  churches,  to  stamp  on  them 
the  conviction  that  the  gold  and  silver  are  the  Lords,  and  that  the 
noblest  obiect  to  which  wealth  can  be  consecrated  is  the  advancement  ot 
the  Redeemer's  cause  and  kingdom.     Your  Committee  have  found  this 
part  of  the  Consistorial  Reports  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  significant 
features  about  them,  and  have  no  doubt  that  the  churches  would  derive 
equal  interest  from  their  perusal,  as  well  as  from  the  perusal  of  the  Statis- 
tical Tables  generally.  •+„+;„„ 
As  a  Church,  harmony  and  peace  continue  to  prevail.     No  agitatmg 
question  has  arisen  to  sunder  the  ties  that  bind  us,  or  prevent  the  good 
and  beautiful  spectacle  of  brethren  dwelling  together  in  unity  from  being 
witnessed.     There  may  have  been  some  diflferences  of  opinion,  some  jar 
and  discord  in  some  of  the  individual  churches  under  the  care  of  Synod 
This  is  an  evil  incidental  to  the  most  prosperous  condition,  and  is  one  ot 
those  melancholy  and  affecting  displays  of  a  renewed  nature  ye   imper- 
fectly sanctified,  which  every  Christian  family  and  every  individual  ex- 
perience are  p;one  to  illustrate.     Such  local  jaj-s  but  serve  to  pl^ee  the 
harmony  of  the  Church  at  large  in  bolder  and  ^f  •^^V'^^'^^,t^^^*^,±  ' 
we  deplore  the  existence  of  discord  wherever  it  is  found,  we  canno     ef.am 
from  expressing  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  Father  of  mercies  that  he  has 
forbidden  the  fiend  of  strife  and  angry  contention  to  come  in  and  rend 
and  pollute  the  Church,  and  that  he  has  enabled  us  to  preserve     the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace."                    ,       .       n,  .  ,^ 
This  unity  is  no  where  more  conspicuously  seen  than  in  adherence  to 
the  standards  of  our  faith.     There  is  not  only  no  svverving  from  the  doc- 
trines loved  by  the  fathers  and  hitherto  cherished  by  us,  but,  so  tar  ^ 
your  Committee  know,  no  tendency  to  swerve.     Our  faith  is  guarded 
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with  that  unceasing  vigilance  which  is  said  to  be  the  price  of  liberty. 
While  we  see  all  around  us  those  who  are  "unstable  as  water,"  and 
"  driven  to  and  fro  by  every  wind  of  doctrine,"  we  remain,  through  God's 
blessing,  steadfast  and  unmovable.  To  the  clamors  of  a  daring  rational- 
ism, and  the  lordly  demands  of  irresponsible  ghostly  authority ;  to  the 
shifting  forms  of  a  "  philosophy  falsely  so  called  ;"  to  every  hollow, 
irreverent,  and  licentious  dogma  springing  from  what  is  called  the  pro- 
gressive spirit  of  the  age,  and  aiming  to  seduce,  if  it  were  possible,  the 
very  elect,  the  Dutch  Church  opposes  a  calm,  stern  front  of  resistance  and 
hostility ;  and  pointing  to  the  cross  and  to  the  Glorified  who  once  hung 
upon  it,  says,  "There  is  salvation  in  no  other  name  but  His ;  and  if  an 
angel  from  heaven  preaches  another  doctrine,  let  him  be  accursed." 
Moored  to  the  cross,  the  ark  of  our  faith  may  rock  a  little  as  the  billows 
heave  and  swell,  but  it  will  remain  safely  held,  even  though  a  "  Peace,  be 
still ! "  should  not  be  divinely  spoken  to  lull  them  into  rest. 

So  far  as  your  Committee  can  judge  from  all  the  information  before 
them,  they  believe  that  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  Church  will  compare 
favorably  with  that  of  last  year.  From  the  reports  of  both  Synods  it 
would  appear  that  the  Word  preached  and  the  ordinances  of  grace 
administered  have  produced  good  fruits  in  more  than  usual  abundance. 
Several  of  the  churches  have  been  specially  refreshed  by  the  showers  of 
grace,  in  both  Synods,  though  most  largely  in  the  Particular  Synod  of 
New- York,  the  evidence  of  which  is  seen  in  the  increased  number  added 
to  the  churches  on  confession  of  their  faith.  The  number  received 
throughout  the  Church  during  the  last  year  is  1724,  which  is  345  more 
than  were  received  the  previous  year.  The  number  received  on  certi- 
ficate is  1393.  There  were  1102  dismissals  to  other  churches;  43 
suspensions,  (the  same  as  last  year,)  and  641  deaths  among  the  mem- 
bership. 

On  the  subject  of  the  reference  to  the  Synod  by  one  of  the  Classes, 
proposing  to  alter  the  Statistical  Tables  by  leaving  out  the  column  which 
gives  the  total  in  our  congregations,  and  occupying  the  space  of  said 
column  with  the  amount  contributed  for  some  charitable  object,  your 
Committee  remark  that  they  see  nothing  to  be  gained  by  such  modifica- 
tion. A  column  is  already  devoted  to  the  total  amount  of  the  charities 
of  each  church.  The  column  proposed  to  be  added  could  only  contain 
the  sums  given  to  a  particular  charity,  which  sum  is  now  embraced  in 
the  column  already  added.  This  dividing  might  lead  to  confusion,  and 
might  besides  be  something  invidious.  Your  Committee  recommend  no. 
action  in  the  case. 

In  regard  to  another  subject,  the  importance  of  greater  accuracy  in  our 
Statistical  Tables,  byjhaving  the  precise  number  of  the  membership  given,. 
and  the  means  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  attain  this  end,  your  Com- 
mittee say,  that  however  desirable  entire  accuracy  in  this  point  might  be, 
they  fear  it  is  hardly  practicable.  It  is  not  easy  to  enforce  stringent, 
rules  in  regard  to  taking  certificates  of  dismission  on  the  removal  of  our 
members  from  one  church  to  another,  or  presenting  them  promptly  to 
the  church  they  propose  to  join.  The  control  of  this  matter  appears  to. 
your  Commiltee  to  belong  rather  to  the  Classes  than  the  Synod.  And 
they  therefore  recommend  that  it  be  enjoined  upon  the  several  Classes  tO' 
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exercise  all  due  circumspection  in  regard  to  the  Consistorial  Reports,  and 
use  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  insure  the  greatest  fulness  and 
accuracy. 

The  various  Boards  of  the  Church  appear  to  be  prosecuting  their  opera- 
tions with  their  wonted  zeal  and  efficiency,  and  your  Committee  find 
cause  of  devout  acknowledgment  to  the  Head  of  the  Church  for  the 
measure  of  success  vouchsafed  to  the  plans  and  efforts  of  the  several 
departments.  ,  v  v  j 

The  report  from  the  Classis  of  Holland,  not  embraced  m  the  published 
tables  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  has  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  your  Committee.  The  report  represents  the  churches  of  the  Classis  to 
be  enjoying  in  the  main  "good  order,  peace,  and  love,"  the  preaching  of 
the  Word,  the  sacraments,  and  the  means  of  grace.  They  are  doing 
what  they  can  to  sustain  the  gospel,  diffuse  the  truth,  rear  church 
edifices,  and  promote  the  cause  of  Christian  education.  These  brethren 
are  eminently  deserving  the  warm  sympathy  of  all  the  churches.  They 
have  difficulties  to  surmount  in  the  establishment  and  support  of  insti- 
tutions essential  to  the  order,  comfort,  and  prosperity  of  their  societies. 
And  it  is  hoped  that  our  churches,  largely  blessed  by  a  kind  Providence, 
with  the  means  of  "  distributing  to  the  necessities  of  the  saints,"  sprung  as 
these  are  from  a  common  ancestry,  will  not  only  feel  and  pray  for  the 
welfare  of  the  churches  of  this  interesting  Classis,  but  afford  them,  as  occa- 
sion may  arise,  more  substantial  tokens  of  their  Christian  regard.^ 

In  view  of  all  that  God  has  done  for  us  during  the  year  that  is  past, 

we  would  rejoice,  and  devoutly  pay  to  him  our  thanksgiving  and  praise. 

He  has  not  dealt  with  us  according  to  our  sins.     His  gracious  gifts  have 

far  transcended  our  deserts.     We  have  much  to  mourn  over  and  deplore 

as  we  impartially  and  seriously  survey  our  own  agency  and  labors.    How 

little  have  the  churches  really  done  for  Christ's  glory  that  might  have 

been  accomplished !     How  languid  has  been  their  faith,  how  fitful  and 

variable  their  zeal,  how  cold  and  unfrequent  their  prayers,  how  small  the 

measure  of  charitable  offerings  in  proportion  to  the  overflowing  measure 

of  the  Divine  prodigality  which  has  enriched  churches  and  enriched 

individuals,  blessing  them  in  basket  and  in  store,  in  the  house  and  by 

the  wayside !      How  listlessly  have  they  responded  to  the  calls,  urgent 

and  agonizing,  "  Come  over  and  help  us,"  raised  and  reiterated  by  the 

nation^  sitting  in  darkness  1  how  slightly  have  they  felt  the  importunate 

entreaties  of  that  noble  Society  which  is  toiling  to  scatter  the  truth  as  it 

is  in  Jesus  amongst  the  destitute  communities  of  our  own  land,  and  by 

sustainino-  the  doctrines  of  a  pure  evangelism  on  the  prairies  and  valleys 

of  the  West  and  beside  the  great  lakes  of  the  North,  repelling  the 

insidious  advances  of  gross  error  and  delusion,  or  of  a  slimy  infidelity ! 

How  much,  alas!   have  the  churches  confessed   by  their   languor  the 

towering  sway  of  worldly  influence  and  fascination— following  in  the 

wake  ot"  its  self-relying  and  arrogant  maxims,  and  finding  faith  and 

prayer  and  effort  chilled  by  contact  with  its  hardening  and  heartless 

formalism  1    How  faint  has  been  the  impression  of  the  things  unseen  and 

eternal  beside  the  things  seen  and  temporal ;  while  to  the  most  urgent 

appeals  to  "awake  and  arise,"  the  drawling,  sluggard  reply  has  too  otten 
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been  returned,  "A  little  more  sleep,  a  little  more  slumber,  a  little  more 
folding  of  the  hands  to  sleep ! " 

These  things  are  to  be  confessed.  Your  Committee  feel  that  they  may 
be  deplored ;  and  they  should  be  deplored,  that  the  Church,  lying  at  the 
feet  of  her  merciful  Lord,  may,  by  his  gracious  aid,  shake  them  oflF,  and 
rise  with  fresh  energies  to  work  the  work  given  her  to  do.  We  are  not 
of  the  world,  even  as  tlie  Master  was  not  of  the  world.  The  world  to  us 
is  but  a  passing  pageant ;  and  as  pilgrims  and  sojourners  in  it,  we  look 
elsewhere  and  beyond  it  for  the  city  which  has  foundations — which  is  the 
Church's  home.  Let  us  fix  our  eye  upon  the  goal,  and  lay  aside  every 
weight,  and  break  loose  from  every  entanglement,  as  we  press  forward  to 
secure  the  prize.  The  race  will  be  swift  indeed,  and  the  course  not  long. 
Our  fathers,  where  are  they  ?  and  the  prophets,  do  they  always  abide  with 
us?  The  answer  comes  to  us  from  the  tomb,  and  the  voice  which  cries 
is  one  of  earnest  and  solemn  admonition.  • 

The  venerable  and  beloved  fathers  in  God,  Rev.  Philip  Milledoler,  D.D., 
and  Rev.  James  S.  Cannon,  D.D.,  have  during  the  last  year  been  laid  to 
their  rest.  Long  associated  in  the  work  of  educating  the  youth  of  our 
Church,  and  sending  forth  qualified  laborers  into  the  harvest-field, — 
patient,  earnest,  laborious,  faithful  and  prayerful  instructors  in  their  re- 
spective departments, — their  noiseless  influence  has  made  itself  felt  over 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Church.  They  have  long  spoken  through 
the  educated  minds  and  hearts  sent  forth  from  under  their  tuition ;  and 
now  being  dead,  they  yet  speak,  and  will  continue  to  speak  ;  and  eternity 
alone  can  tell  how  many  ransomed  souls  will  attest  the  saving  power  of 
their  voice.  Old  men  and  full  of  years,  they  fell  asleej:)  in  Jesus,  whose 
name  was  their  joy  in  death,  as  it  had  been  their  comfort  in  life.  Their 
praise  is  in  all  the  churches,  and  in  them  their  memory  is  embalmed. 

The  invitation  to  leave  a  lower  for  a  liigher  seat  has  reached  the  sons 
as  well  as  the  fathers  during  the  year.  The  Rev.  George  R.  Williamson, 
an  earnest  and  effective  preacher,  an  affectionate  and  laborious  pastor,  a 
most  estimable  man  in  every  relation,  passed  through  the  agony  of  a 
fearful  calamity  to  his  rest  in  heaven.  The  Rev.  George  Schenck,  one 
of  the  most  intelligent,  devoted,  and  successful  young  ministers  of  our 
Church ;  the  excellent  and  beloved  brethren  A.  V.  Wyckoff",  Alanson  B. 
Chittenden,  and  J.  .J.  Schultz,  have  all  ceased  from  their  labors  within  the 
year,  and,  we  may  trust,  been  exalted  to  sit  in  heavenly  places  with 
Christ. 

And  through  our  Lord's  good  pleasure,  we  still  remain  below.  How 
long,  dear  brethren,  shall  the  sun's  rays  smite  us  and  the  dust  gather  on 
our  garments  as  we  journey  through  this  desert,  weary  land  ?  How  soon 
shall  the  day  of  toil  close,  and  the  time  of  rest  for  the  exhausted  spirit 
come? 

We  cannot  tell.  With  God  are  the  times  and  the  seasons.  At  his 
command  the  cross  and  the  conflict  are  exchanged  for  the  conquest  and 
the  crown.  But  this  we  certainly  know  :  that  our  life  is  "as  the  vapor 
which  appeareth  for  a  little  time  and  then  vanisheth  away ; "  and  that 
its  swiftly-passing  hours  go  up  to  the  throne,  laden  with  the  records 
which  are  to  stamp  our  character  and  destiny  for  ever.  Let  it  be  our 
constant  prayer  that  the  fast-accumulating  records  be  those  of  ardent 


326  JUNE,  1853. 

zeal,  unwavering  faith,  devoted  loyalty,  unfaltering  consecration.     And 
while  knowing  the  terror  of  the  Lord,  we  persuade  men,  let  us,  brethren, 
be  ourselves  persuaded  to  labor  with  all  our  energy  while  the  day  lasteth 
lest  by  any  means,  a  promise  being  left  us  of  entenng  mto  rest,  any  of 
HS  should  seem  to  come  short  of  it. 

Respectfully  submitted.  ^  ^^  SANTVOORD,  «m««. 
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ARTICLE    VII. 

SY  NODICAL     REFERENCES. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their  report,  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  beg  leave  to  report : 

That,  havinp-  examined  the  Minutes  of  the  General  and  Particular 
Synods,  they  find  the  following  matters  claiming  the  attention  of  this 
Synod  : 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  they  find  nothing. 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  on  page  26, 
appears  a  reference  from  the  Classis  of  New-York  to  General  Synod  for 
a  definite  interpretation  of  the  rule  in  Sec.  10,  Art.  I.,  Chap.  2  of  the 
Constitution,  respecting  members  voting  on  appeals  in  the  higher  courts 
who  have  voted  in  the  lower. 

On  the  same  page,  a  request  from  the  Classis  of  Bergen  for  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Statistical  Tables,  so  as  to  dispense  with  the  column,  "  Total  of 
the  Congregation." 

On  page  29,  two  Appeals  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh  from  the 
decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  to  this  Synod. 

Page  33,  a  reference  to  this  Synod  concerning  the  Hymn  Book. 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  page  6,  a  request 
to  General  Synod  from  the  Classis  of  Geneva  to  define  more  particularly 
the  manner  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  discipline,  when  conviction  has 
been  had  for  crimes  in  a  civil  court. 

Also,  on  the  same  page,  a  recommendation  of  certain  young  men  for 
aid  in  prosecuting  their  studies  for  the  ministry. 

Your  Committee  would  also  report,  that  the  printed  Minutes  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany  abound  in  typographical  errors,  especially 
in  the  matter  of  Statistical  Tables,  and  that  such  errors  ought  to  be  cor- 
rected before  they  are  perpetuated  in  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  REILEY,   Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  an  interpretation  of  the  Sec.  10,  Art.  1,  Chap.  2  of  the  Constitution, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business.  The 
Committee  reported  upon  the  same,  when  after  discussion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  indefinitely 

postponed. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the  request 
of  the  Classis  of  Bergen  in  relation  to  the  Statistical  Tables,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  Hymn  Book 
be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  E.  S.  Porter, 
J.  F.  Berg,  and  Elder  A.  Van  Nest. 
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Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  reference  from  the  Classis  of 
Geneva,  and  all  matters  in  relation  to  appeals,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  recommendation  of  certain 
young  men  for  aid  in  prosecuting  their  studies  for  the  ministry,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  this  Synod  correspond  with  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  in  relation  to  the  errors 
found  on  the  printed  Minutes  of  the  last  session  of  said  Synod,  and  en- 
deavor to  obtain  all  suitable  corrections  of  the  same. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  would  report  that 
two  appeals  have  been  placed  in  their  hands. 

The  first  is  an  appeal  of  John  S.  Ebaugh  from  a  decision  of  the  Par- 
ticular Synod  of  New-York,  which  sustained  the  Classis  of  New- York  in 
refusing  to  entertain  a  complaint  of  Mr.  Ebaugh  against  the  Consistory 
of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  New-York,  for  neglect  of  duty  as  trustees 
of  certain  legacies.  As  Mr.  Ebaugh  has  signified  his  wish  to  withdraw 
this  appeal,  we  would  recommend  that  he  have  leave  to  do  the  same,, 
as  this  body  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case. 

The  second  is  an  appeal  of  John  S.  Ebaugh  from  a  unanimous  de- 
cision of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  sustaining  the  Classis  of 
New- York  in  suspending  the  appellant  from  the  gospel  ministry.  The 
papers  appear  to  be  in  order;  and  your  Committee  would  recommend  the 
following  order :  1st,  The  decision  appealed  from.  (Minutes  of  Particu- 
lar Synod,  May,  1853.)  2d,  The  appeal,  and  reasons  of  appeal.  3d,  The 
following  documents  in  the  case:  a  The  original  complaint,  Minutes  of 
Classis,  pages  450,  451.  b  Action  of  Committee  on  Overtures,  page 
446.  c  Proceedings  of  Classis  in  the  case,  pages  449,  450.  The  same, 
pages  2,  3,  4,  5,  10,  11,  18,  21,  23,  24,  vol.  8.  The  parties  to  be  heard 
in  the  usual  order. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  S.  PORTER,   Chairman. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 
SYNODICAL      APPEALS. 

Synod  took  up  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  New- York  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Carhart. 

The  President  announced  that  the  Synod  was  about  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  judicial  business,  and  enjoined  upon  the  members  to 
regard  their  charactei-s  as  judges  in  the  highest  court  of  Jesus  Christ 
known  to  the  constitution  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 
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The  Rev.  T,  W.  Chambers  was  recognized  as  a  Commissioner  from  the 
Classis  of  New-York ;  and  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Maun,  as  Commissioner  from 
the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York. 

Synod  considered  the  appeal  in  the  following  order : 

1.  The  decision  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal  and  reasons  of  appeal  were  read. 

3.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read. 

4.  The  Classis  was  heard  in  support  of  their  appeal  by  their  Com- 
missioner. 

5.  Mr.  Alfred  Carhart,  the  original  party  before  the  Classis,  was  heard 
in  person, 

6.  The  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  were  heard  in  explanation  of 
the  grounds  of  their  decision  by  their  Commissioner,  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Mann, 

1.  The  Classis  were  heard  in  reply  by  their  Commissioner. 

The  parties  having  withdrawn.  Synod  proceeded  to  deliberate  and 
■decide.  The  roll  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  members  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  opinion,  when  the  following  motion  was 
made  and  seconded  : 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  be  sustained. 

The  question  having  been  taken  upon  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

Synod  took  up  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh  from  a  decision 
of  the  Particular  Synod,  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Classis  of  New- 
York,  suspending  him  from  the  gospel  ministry  and  the  communion  of 
the  Church. 

The  President  made  the  usual  announcement  previously  to  the  consi- 
deration of  judicial  business. 

The  Rev.  T.  W.  Chambers  was  recognized  as  a  Commissioner  from  the 
Classis  of  New- York  and  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York. 

The  Rev.  E.  P.  Stimson  was  recognized  as  counsel  for  the  Rev.  John 
S.  Ebaugh. 

Synod  considered  the  appeal  in  the  following  order : 

1.  The  decision  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal  and  reasons  of  appeal  were  read. 

3.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read  in  the  order  prescribed  by 
the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

4.  The  appellant  was  heard  in  support  of  his  appeal. 

5.  The  Rev.  W.  R.  Gordon,  the  original  complainant  before  the 
Classis,  was  heard. 

6.  The  Classis  and  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  were  heard  in  sup- 
port of  their  proceedings  by  their  Commissioner.  » 

7.  The  appellant  was  heard  in  reply,  by  his  counsel. 
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The  parties  having  -withdrawn,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  deliberate  and 
decide.  The  roll  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  members  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  opinion,  when  the  following  motion  was 
made  and  seconded  : 

Eesolved,  That  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  confirming  the  decision  of 
the  Classis  of  New- York,  in  suspending  him  from  the  communion  of  the 
Church  and  from  the  gospel  ministry,  be  sustained. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it  was  decided  unanimously^ 
in  the  negative. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

CHURCH      GOVERNMENT. 

Certain  resolutions  were  offered,  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  Con- 
sistories in  reference  to  members  who  have  removed  from  their  bounds* 
but  whose  names  are  yet  on  their  church  records,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion. 

ARTICLE  X. 

DOCTRINES      AND      MORALS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

CUSTOMS      AND      USAGES. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  ten  be  appointed  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  whole  subject  of  the  Liturgy  of  our  Church,  and  report  such 
modifications  as  they  may  deem  proper  to  the  next  General  Synod ; 
provided,  however,  that  no  alterations  shall  be  made  in  the  doctrinal 
sentiments  contained  in  the  forms  now  in  use  in  the  Church. 

The  ayes  and  nays  on  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
having  been  called  for,  were  taken,  and  are  as  follows  : 

Ayes. 

W.  R.  Gordon,  C.  Van  Santvoord, 

C.  C.  Van  Arsdale,  E.  P.  Stimson, 
W.  Worara,  L.  Laflin, 

P.  M.  Brett,  E.  Nevius, 

D.  R.  Hitchcock,  R.  H.  Steele, 
J.  H.  M.  Knox,  J.  Parry, 

E.  F.  Stewart,  J.  D.  Fonda, 
S.  Wyckoff,  B.  Van  Buren, 
A.  W.  McClure,  W.  D.  Buckelew, 
J.  McFarlane,  P.  D.  Vroom, 
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Ai/es, 


W.  J.  R.  Taylor, 
J.  West, 
T.  M.  Strong, 
T.  Polhemus, 
T.  C.  Strong, 
E.  S.  Porter, 
J,  S.  Himrod, 
N.  Wvckoff, 
W.  U.  Ten  Eyck, 
A.  M.  Mann, 
A.  A.  Willets, 
J.  Peters, 
J.  G.  Voorhees, 
J.  N.  Voorhees, 
J.  H.  Pitcher, 
J.  H.  Bevier, 
J.  L.  See, 
J.  M.  Prescott, 
D.  Kennedy, 
S.  Van  Rensselaer, 

J.  B.  Hardenbergh, 
A.  Van  Nest, 
W.  S.  Ross, 
J.  B.  Steele, 
W.  Reiley, 
J.  C.  Sears, 
W.  Statesir, 
I.  D.  Cole, 
J,  Manley, 
T.  B.  Roraeyn, 
J.  C.  Sutter, 
A.  D.  Wilson, 


Nays. 


J.  F.  Berg, 

W.  Hancock, 

J.  C.  Van  Liew, 

W.  Knox, 

J.  G.  Van  Vost, 

R.  Wells, 

L.  H.  Van  Dyke, 

A.  H.  Myers, 

A.  Dubois, 
S.  W.  Mills, 
J.  Steele, 

C.  A.  Evans, 
L.  Preston, 
J.  J.  Quick, 
W.  Pitcher, 

B.  Bassler, 

J.  A.  Lansing, 
A.  T.  Stewart, 
T.  F.  Wyckoff, 

C.  Crosby.— 60. 

C.  Wyckoff. 

M.  L.  Schenck, 

J.  G.  Hardenbergh, 

P.  T.  Harder, 

N.  F.  Chapman, 

S.  Lockwood, 

N.  D.  Williamson, 

J,  R.  Berry, 

C.  Scott, 

P.  B.  Cromwell, 

A.  Fonda, 

A.  C.  Van  Raalte.— 24. 


The  following  persons  were  appointed  to  constitute  tbe  Committee 
contemplated  in  the  above  resolution,  viz. :  Rev.  A.  M.  Mann,  Duncan 
Kennedy,  D.D.,  George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  Maurice  W.  Dwight,  D.  D., 
Elbert  S.  Porter,  Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D.,  Talbot  W.  Chambers,  and  the 
Elders,  Theodore  Frelingbuysen,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  and  William 
B.  Crosby. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

SCHOOLS  AND  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was 
received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 
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The  Keport  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  presented, 
accompanied  with  a  digest  of  the  sources  from  which  the  Funds  have 
been  received,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Iiesolv€d,T\ia.t  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education  to  inquire 
whether  the  terms  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Bequest  are  carried  out  by  our 
present  mode  of  admitting  beneficiaries  to  the  same. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  Sab- 
bath-school Union  was  presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Education. 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted, 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Education  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : 

That  they  have  had  submitted  to  them  the  subject  of  Parochial 
Schools ;  the  account  current  of  B.  L.  Kip,  Treasurer  of  the  Education 
Board;  the  account  of  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer  of  the  Education 
Fund,  with  a  list  of  the  endowed  scholarships  ;  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Education ;  a  communication  to  the  Synod  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  a  resolution  respecting  the  Van  Ben- 
schoten Bequest ;  they  have  given  to  these  several  subjects  that  attention 
which  the  limited  time  would  allow. 

On  the  subject  of  Parochial  Schools,  it  may  be  remembered  that  the 
Synod,  at  their  last  session,  sent  this  question  down  to  the  lower 
judicatories  for  an  expression  of  their  views  respecting  it.  We  find  that 
all  the  Classes  within  the  bounds  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  that 
have  taken  action  on  the  subject,  "  with  one  voice  report  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  schools  is  inexpedient  and  impracticable  within  their 
bounds." 

We  also  find  that  all  the  Classes  within  the  bounds  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  New-York  that  have  acted,  have  also  "  decided  against^  the 
practicability  of  adopting  the  system."  This  view  of  the  case  is  of  itself 
sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  to  show  that  it  would  be 
unwise  in  the  Synod  to  press  the  subject  any  farther. 

There  is,  however,  a  proposition  in  the  communication  from  the  Classis 
of  New-York  which  merits  a  distinct  notice.  It  appears  that  a  liberal- 
minded  "Friend"  has  devoted  seven  thousand  dollars  to  the  object  of 
Parochial  Schools,  and  has  conveyed  this  sum  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Synod,  as  a  trust  fund,  "  with  the  understanding  that  the  Synod  shall, 
within  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  adopt  and  commence  to 
carry  into  effect  some  general  plan  or  system  of  parochial  schools 
throughout  their  churches,  as  has  been  done  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  such  alterations  in  the  same  as  the  Synod  may  deem  best;"  and  if 
Synod  do  not  comply  with  these  conditions,  then,  at  the  end  of  the 
said  two  years,  "the  aforesaid  money  and  its  increase  shall  be  paid  over 
to  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  now  known  as 
Old  School,  for  the  benefit  of  parochial  schools  under  their  charge." 
Such  a  donation,  still  further  supported  by  a  letter  from  the  donor  to  Rev. 
Dr.  Knox,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  General  Synod,  is  certainly  entitled 
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to  commendation  ;  but  your  Committee,  under  tlie  circumstances  of  the 
case,  cannot  see  their  way  clear  to  recommend  a  compliance  with  his 
generous  suggestions. 

The  system  of  common  schools  at  present  prevailing  in  our  country, 
and  in  which  the  Bible  is  read  and  our  common  Christianity  acknow- 
ledged, is  productive  of  incalculable  good  ;  and  your  Committee  are  per- 
suaded that  the  establishment  of  parochial  schools  throughout  the 
churches  would  essentially,  if  not  fatally,  interfere 'with  it.  This  im- 
portant consideration  is  at  least  beginning  to  be  perceived  by  many  of 
the  best  friends  of  education.  The  example  of  churches  in  other  and 
older  countiies,  so  often  quoted,  does  not  apply  to  our  circumstances  and 
condition  as  a  people.  We  have  work  to  do,  and  the  means  of  doing  it, 
which  they  had  not.  "We  have  institutions  to  sustain,  and  the  means  of 
sustaining  them,  which  they  had  not;  and  among  our  privileges  whicli 
we  consider  as  neither  last  nor  least  in  value,  is  the  wise  provision  made  by 
our  civil  authorities  for  insuring  a  competent  common  school  education  to 
all  our  youth,  which  does  not  interfere  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  religious 
denomination  to  which  they  may  belong,  and  yet  recognizes  our  common 
Christianity  as  the  great  foundation  of  individual  happiness  and  national 
prosperity.  Your  Committee  are  firmly  persuaded,  that  while  the  State 
does  not  interfere  with  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  Church,  the  Church, 
on  the  contrary,  ought  not  to  adopt  any  measure  which  will  interfere  with 
the  interests  to  which  the  State  is  giving  commendable  attention,  and 
which  properly  belong  to  her  in  her  civil  capacity. 

Your  Committee  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  while  the  Synod  would  throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  any  church  which  may  find  it  practicable  to  establish  parochial  schools 
in  their  neighborhoods,  yet  that,  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  several 
Classes  on  this  subject,  who  have,  with  remarkable  unanimity,  regarded 
the  establishment  of  such  schools  within  their  bounds  as  inexpedient,  the 
Synod  feel  that  they  are  not  called  upon  to  legislate  further  at  present 
upon  this  matter. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  that  the  churches  in  our 
bounds  use  all  lawful  means  to  have  the  Bible  publicly  read  in  the  public 
schools,  without  note  or  comment. 

The  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Education  Board  shows,  that 
while  the  churches  generally  have  failed  to  contribute  to  this  object  of 
beneficence,  individuals  have  not  forgotten  its  claims.  A  scholarship  has 
been  endowed  by  Theodore  Cuyler,  Esq.,  and  in  memory  of  his  father, 
called  the  "  Cuyler  Scholarship."  A  former  beneficiary  has,  with  noble- 
ness of  spirit,  paid  into  the  treasury  the  full  amount  received  from  the 
Society  while  prosecuting  his  studies.  The  example  is  well  worthy  of 
imitation  by  every  recipient  who  is  so  blessed  in  ^^rovidence  as  to  have 
the  means  placed  in  his  hands  to  do  likewise. 

The  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  shows  that  the  funds 
of  the  Synod  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  shows  "  that  they  have,  upon  the 
funds  committed  to  their  charge,  nineteen  young  men,  of  whom  only  four 
have  been  received  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod."     They 
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report  that  "the  accounts  received  concerning  the  character  and  conduct 
of  the  beneficiaries  are  in  all  re^ipects  gratifying-"  They  also  state  that 
there  lias  "  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the  unappropriated 
sum  of  $2,000 ;  and  they  submit  to  General  Synod  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Board  be  requested  to  pay  over 
the  above  sum  of  $2,000  to  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod,  to 
to  be  invested  for  educational  purposes;  and  in  case  it  be  not  needed  to 
meet  present  claims  on  the  Board,  that  it  be  recommended  to  General 
Synod  to  endow  therewith  a  scholarship,  to  be  called  the  Livingston 
Scholarship,  after  the  late  Professor  John  11.  Livingston,  D.D. 

Your  Committee  fully  appreciate  the  motives  which  dictate  the  disposi- 
tion of  these  funds  indicated  in  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  but  for 
reasons  hereafter  to  be  stated  do  not  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
same  at  present. 

The  report  of  which  we  are  now  speaking  expresses  "  regret  that  there 
are  so  few  in  the  Church  who  are  seeking  the  gospel  ministry."  We 
feel  that  this  is  a  subject  which  demands  the  most  serious  consideration 
of  the  members  of  this  Synod,  and  of  the  Church  generally.  The  cause 
may  lie  with  the  pasfoi-s  of  our  churches.  Ii  may  be  with  the  parents  of 
our  Zion.  But  wherever  the  cause  is  to  be  sought,  the  fact  is  one  of 
momentous  interest;  and  your  Committee  feel  that  the  suggestion  of 
the  Board  of  Education  is  worthy  of  all  attention,  viz. :  that  "  Synod 
urge  upon  the  ministry  of  our  Church  the  obligation  which  lies  upon 
them  in  i-elation  to  this  subject.  They  should  see  to  it  that  they  leave 
the  church  which  they  love  in  the  hands  of  successors  worthy  of  the 
noble  heritage." 

The  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis- 
sions calls  the  attention  of  this  Synod  to  a  subject  which  merits  careful 
consideration.  It  appears  from  this  communication  that  the  colony 
of  Hollanders  in  Michigan  have  an  academy,  the  object  of  wnich  "  is  to 
prepare  sons  of  the  colonists  from  Holland  to  be  educated  in  Rutgers 
College,  N.  J.,  (at  the  same  tirae  extending  the  benefit  thereof  also  to 
others  of  their  sons,)  and  also  to  educate  daughters  of  the  said  colonists 
in  the  branches  of  study  usually  embraced  in  a  female  education  in  this 
country."  This  school  is  located  in  Holland,  Ottawa  county,  Michigan, 
and  has  been  in  operation  since  October  1st,  1851.  It  has  for  its  Prin- 
cipal Mr.  W.  T.  Taylor,  for  many  years  an  elder  of  a  Reformed  Dutch 
church,  a  gentleman  fully  qualified  for  his  work.  He  employs  three 
assistants.  The  number  of  pupils  varies  from  80  to  120  ;  and  of  these, 
about  twenty  have  in  view  a  course  of  study  in  our  college  at  New-Bruns- 
wick, and  some  five  or  six  of  them,  a  course  in  our  Theological  Seminary. 
The  sum  of  81,200  annually  "pays  all  expenses  of  instruction  given  by 
the  Principal  and  the  three  assistants  whom  he  employs."  The  propo- 
sition submitted  to  the  Synod  is  "  to  make  an  entire  transfer  of  the 
school  to  the  General  Synod." 

This  proposition  your  Committee  regard  with  favor.  In  the  peculiar 
providence  of  God,  these  Holland  brethren  have  been  thrown  into  con- 
nection with  us.  They  are  as  yet  strangers,  in  a  strange  land ;  and 
while  becoming  assimilated  to  our  national  institutions,  it  is  all-important 
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that  they  be  inspired  with  confidence  in  the  Church  with  which  they 
have  become  connected.  There  can  be  no  more  effectual  way  to  accom- 
plish this  than  hy  extending  to  them  a  fostering  care,  and  mailing  them 
feel  that  we  look  upon  them  as  brethren. 

They  have  shown  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  cau^e  of  education 
amono-  themselves.  But  their  means  are  limited,  and  out  of  their 
poverty  they  have  done  what  they  could.  Let  us  extend  to  them  that 
aid  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  give,  and  we  may  confidently  look  for  a 
blessincr  upon  ourselves.  Never  has  it  failed  of  fulfilment,  that  they  who 
water  others  shall  themselves  also  be  watered.  After  the  most,  careful 
consideration  of  the  subject,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
$2  000  which  the  Board  of  Education  report  as  having  accumulated  in 
their  hands,  and  which  they  recommend  to  be  invested  for  educational 
purposes,  cannot  be  more  wisely  and  beneficently  appropriated  than  to 
be  set  apart  for  the  support  of  the  academy  among  the  Hollanclers  the 
interest  annually  to  go  to  make  up  the  salary  of  the  teachers.  We  think 
that  here  is  ix  present  claim  on  the  Board  of  Education  which  this  hynod 
ouo-ht  to  recoo-nize.  It  is  expected  that  at  the  end  of  five  years  this 
school  will  bel  self-sustaining  one.  If  so,  the  capital  sura  could  then 
be  set  apart  to  the  endowment  of  the  scholarship  recommended  by  the 
Board  of  Education.  ^  „      .  ^ 

The  communication  of  the  Secretary  gives  the  following  reasons  tor 

the  proposed  transfer :  ,         ,  /.    •.  * 

1.  To  place  it  in  a  position  in  which  it  shall  not  depend  for  its  support 
and  continuance  upon  the  uncertain  life  of  a  single  individual  as  well 
as  to  render  that  support  more  regular  and  sure.  It  is  regarded  as  an 
institution  upon  which  depend  too  many  of  the  dearest  interests  of  a 
large  class  of  a  needy  and  deserving  people  to  have  any  uncertainty  or 
hazard  connected  with  it.  i     o       j      i, 

2  Another  reason  for  this  transfer  is  to  furnish  to  the  bynod  a  happy 
beo-innincr  in  doincr  a  work  through  their  Board  of  Education  which 
appropriately  belongs  to  it.  This  work  carried  on  by  the  Board  cannot 
fail  to  lead  to  others,  in  which  much  may  be  done  to  supply  our  institu- 
tions at  New-Brunswick  with  students,  and  our  Church  with  ministers 
The  cry  now  is  urgent  in  scores  of  cases,  "  Whom  shall  we  send  ?  and 
such  demands  will  fearfully  increase  unless  greater  efforts  are  made  to 

call  out  men.  .         »    ,    ■        j 

3.  A  third  reason  for  this  proposal  is  with  a  view  of  placing  educa- 
tional interests  of  this  sort  where  they  properly  belong,  in  the  hands  of 
Synod,  to  be  looked  after  and  provided  for,  and  carried  forward  by 
their  Board  of  Education.  ,.,       ,  ■  .• 

The  Committee  ha\dng  carefully  considered  the  liberal  appropriation 
of  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Schieffelin  for  Parochial  Schools,  and  recommended 
it  as  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  system,  they  would  suggestthat  the  great 
cause  of  education  could  not  be  more  effectually  aided  than  by  his 
making  this  school  an  object  of  his  fostering  care.  It  certainly  appears 
to  com'e  within  the  terms  and  spirit  of  his  donation. 

In  view  of  all  that  has  been  presented  on  this  subject,  your  Committee 
respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 
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1.  Resolved,  That  the  academy  among  the  Hollanders  in  Michigan 
be  taken  under  the  care  of  this  Synod. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  accumuhited  sum  of  $2,000,  reported  by  the 
Board  of  Education,  be  invested  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  this  school. 
The  interest  annually  accruing  to  be  paid  towards  the  support  of  the 
teachers  of  the  same. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  be  the  appointed  agents  of 
this  Synod  to  carry  into  efiect  the  above  resolutions,  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  take  immediate  measures  to  raise  the  full  sum  requisite  to 
meet  the  salary  of  the  teachei-s. 

4.  Resolved,  That  whenever  this  school  shall  become  a  self-sustaining 
school,  then  the  Board  of  Education  invest  the  said  sum  of  $2,000  for  the 
endowment  of  a  scholarship,  to  be  called  the  John  II,  Livingston  Scholar- 
ship, after  the  late  Professor  John  H.  Livingston,  D.D. 

In  respect  to  the  resolutions  concerning  the  Van  Benschoten  bequest, 
we  would  present  the  following  statement  of  facts  : 

1.  By  the  terms  of  the  bequest,  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  are  the 
trustees  of  the  fund  ;  but  they  must  admit  no  beneficiaries  to  the  fund 
but  such  as  are  recommended  by  General  Synod. 

2.  According  to  the  plan  of  operations  for  the  Board  of  Education 
which  was  adopted  by  the  General  Synod,  in  session  at  Albany,  June, 
1851,  the  mode  of  admitting  the  beneficiaries  is  as  follows: 

The  applicant  having  been  examined,  approved,  and  recommended  by 
the  Classis  to  which  he  belongs,  must  present  his  testimonials  to  an 
Examining  Committee  of  the  General  Synod,  on  whose  further  exami- 
nation and  recommendation  he  may  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the 
above-named  fund. 

Furthermore,  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Serai- 
nary  are  constituted  a  Standing  Committee  of  the  Synod  for  the  fore- 
going purposes.  The  question  now  raised  is,  whether  this  mode  of 
admission  is  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  bequest. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is. 

The  Report  of  the  General  Synod's  Sabbath-school  Union  shows  that 
this  institution  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  labors  of  the  Society 
"  have  been  chiefly  bestowed  upon  the  schools  in  the  connection  of  om* 
own  Church,"  and,  the  Report  states,  in  many  cases  with  gratifying 
results.  The  general  system  of  instruction  indicated  by  a  former  Synod 
is  pursued  in  most  of  the  schools,  viz.:  "instruction  in  the  princi]iles  of 
divine  truth  as  they  are  exhibited  in  the  Catechism  and  other  standards 
adopted  by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church."  The  Report 
urges,  with  great  earnestness,  the  adoption  of  this  system  in  every  school 
under  their  charge.  There  are  163  schools  connected  with  the  Board, 
and  they  are  continually  receiving  accessions  to  the  number.  The  De- 
pository of  the  Board  is  well  supplied  with  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  all 
elementary  books  necessary  for  Sabbath- school  purposes,  together  with 
a  great  variety  of  library  books,  carefully  selected. 

The  disbursements  during  the  year  have  exceeded  the  receipts ;  yet 
there  is  still  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

Your  Committee  feel  that  this  Society  is  worthy  the  cooperation  and 
support  of  all  the  churches. 
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The  Report  of  wliicli  we  are  speaking,  as  we  have  seen,  urges  the  im- 
portance of  regular  catechetical  instruction.  This  subject,  inoreover,  is 
brought  to  the  attention  of  Synod  by  the  Classis  of  New-Yurk.  They 
urge°that  the  Protestant  community  should  combine  in  two  things : 
1st.  Resolutely  to  insist  that  the  Bible  be  read  in  our  schools. 
2d.  To  require  that  all  the  schools  surrender,  as  formerly  was  the  case, 
Wednesday  afternoon  of  each  week  to  the  catechising  and  religious 
instruction  of  the  children  by  the  pastors  and  other  officers  of  the 
churches,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  proper. 

The  resolution  in  a  former  part  of  our  Report  sufficiently  covers  the 
first  point. 

The  second  suggestion,  coming,  as  it  does,  with  the  authority  of  age 
and  experience,  should  not  be  lightly  thrown  aside.  And  after  giving  it 
all  the  consideration  in  our  power,  your  Committee  cannot  recommend 
its  adoption  in  the  form  in  which  it  appears  in  the  communication  from 
this  Classis.  We  think  that  such  a  course  would  be  impracticable,  if  not 
inexpedient.  God  hath  spoken  to  us  with  no  equivocal  voice,  it  is  true, 
on  the  subject  of  the  religious  education  of  our  children.  But  in  his 
wisdom  he  hath  set  apart  one  day  in  seven  especially  for  the  culture  of 
religion  in  the  heart,  in  the  family,  and  in  the  Church  ;  and  while  your 
Committee  feel  that  the  spirit  of  religion  should  pervade  all  our  duties, 
and  be  with  us  an  every-day  matter  of  concern,  yet  they  cannot  see  the 
propriety  of  taking  the  glory  of  the  Sabbath  wherewith  to  adorn  one  of 
the  six  days  given  to  labor. 

We  are  further  of  the  opinion,  that  all  necessity  for  action  on  this  sub- 
ject is  begotten  by  the  neglect  of  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  our  Church.  If  the  ministry  and  Consistories  within  our  bounds 
will  perform  what  the  Constitution  enjoins,  we  shall  hear  no  more  lament- 
ations on  the  subject. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  we  solemnly  enjoin  it  on  the  pastors  and  Consistories  of 
our  churches  at  once  to  revive  the  regular  catechetical  instruction  of  the 
children  under  their  care,  (in  case  such  instruction  has  been  neglected,) 
as  every  pastor  sacredly  engages  to  do  in  the  express  terras  of  his  call, 
and  as,  by  the  Constitution  of  our  Church,  he  is  required  to  do.  _ 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

W.  H.  TEN  EYCK. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education  whose  term  of  service 
has  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following 
were  chosen,  viz.:  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.D.,  Samuel  A.  Van 
Vranken,  D.D.,  and  the  Elder,  Abraham  Van  Nest. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General  Synod's 
Board  of  Sabbath-school  Union  whose  term  of  service  has  expired.  On 
counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected,  viz. : 
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Rev.  George  W.  Bethiine,  D.D.,  John  Knox,  D.D.,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor, 
D.D.,  Isjiac  Ferris,  D.D.,  William  R.  Gordon,  and  Messrs.  Jolm  S.  Bussing, 
John  M.  Keese,  Jacob  Brown,  Charles  S.  Little,  George  S.  Conover, 
Abraham  Van  Nest,  and  John  A.  Gray. 

Whereas,  the  Board  of  Managei-s  of  the  General  Synod's  Sabbath- 
school  Union  is,  by  its  own  Constitution,  auxiliary  to  the  American  Sun- 
day-school Union  ;   therefore, 

Resolved^  That,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Board,  the  Treasurer  of  said  Board  be  directed  to  pay  over  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  American  Sunday-school  Union  the  balance  now  in  the  trea- 
sury ;  and  that  such  balances,  as  they  may  yearly  accrue,  be  also  thus 
annually  transmitted  to  the  American  Sunday-school  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  also  transmit  every  year  to  the  American 
Sunday-school  Union  a  copy  of  the  same  Annual  Report  which  they 
send  up  to  the  General  Synod. 

ARTICLE   XIII. 

RUTGERS     COLLEGE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Librarian  of  Rutgers  Colleo-e, 
in  relation  to  the  state  of  the  Library,  and  also  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  asking  an  appropriation  in  behalf  of  the  same,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committeee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  following  Report  was  received  from  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Rutgers  College  : 

The  Committee  on  Rutgers  College  beg  leave  to  report,  that  nothing 
has  come  before  the  Committee  requiring  the  special  action  of  the  General 
Synod.  The  term  of  service  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  expires  at 
the  present  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

ISAAC  FERRIS,  Chairman. 
Philadelphia,  June  2,  1853. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College.  On 
counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  was 
elected. 

ARTICLE    XIV. 

PROFESSORATE. 

A  coramunicaiion  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Professor  Campbell,  in 
relation  to  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys  appropriated  by  resolution  of 
Synod  for  the  purchase  of  books,  &c.,  to  be  used  in  the  lecture-room  of 
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the  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature,  accompanied  with  vouchers,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary have  power  to  authorize  the  students  of  that  Institution  to  preach 
in  the  churches. 

Resolved,  That  said  Committee,  in  connection  with  the  foregoing  in- 
quiry, be  instructed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  modifying  or  rescinding 
the  resolution  adopted  by  General  Synod,  A. D.  1824,  which  forbids  "the 
admission  to  the  pulpits  of  the  churches  of  students  of  theology,  or  any 
other  persons  not  duly  licensed  to  preach,  lecture,  or  expound  the 
Scriptures." 

Synod  proceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents of  the  Theological  Seminary  whose  term  of  service  had 
expired.  Nominations  were  received  from  the  Classes  of  New-Brunswick, 
Pararaus,  Ulster,  Greene,  and  North  Classis  of  Long  Island,  which  were 
confirmed.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations  to  report 
double  the  number  of  persons  from  whom  to  choose  members  for  those 
Classes  who  have  not  nominated.  The  Committee  reported,  and  the 
election  took  place  accordingly. 

The  following  are  the  persons  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  Board  of 
Superintendents  :  Rev.  Jacob  C.  Sears,  D.  D.,  A.  B.  Winfi^ld,  Martin 
L.  Schenck,  Thomas  C.  Strong,  Philip  Peltz,  Talbot  W.  Chambers,  Rich- 
ard H.  Steele,  Cornelius  Van  Cleef,  J.  Romeyn  Berry. 

On  nomination  from  the  Classis  of  Schnectady,  the  Rev.  N.  D.William- 
son was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  in  the  place  of  Rev.  W.  J.  R. 
Taylor,  who  has  removed  from  the  bounds  of  that  Classis, 

The' Rev.  Garrit  L.  Roof,  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  was  appointed 
a  member  for  the  unexpired  term  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Van  Buren,  who  has 
removed  from  the  bounds  of  that  Classis. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  would  respectfully  report :  They 
have  carefully  examined  the  various  papers  referred  to  them,  and  they 
are  happy  to  state  to  the  General  Synod  that  as  far  as  these  papers  have 
reference  to  the  Theological  Seminary,  they  give  us  a  pleasmg  and 
encouragino-  view  of  its  welfare  and  prosperity;  showmg  that  notwith- 
standino-  the  afflictive  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  depriving  the 
Seminary  of  the  services  of  one  great  and  good,  and  eminently  useful,  the 
diligence  and  laborious  efforts  of  the  other  professors,  together  with  the 
industry  and  faithfulness  of  the  students,  enabled  them  to  sustain  a 
highly  creditable  examination  bef.re  the  Board  of  Supeimtendents. 
There  is  one  point,  however,  which  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
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Board,  and  is  referred  to  in  their  report  almost  in  a  tone  of  sorrow  and 
despondency  —  that  is,  the  small  number  of  young  men  in  course  of 
preparation  for  the  ministiy.  There  were  only  twenty  in  attendance  in 
the  several  classes  during  the  past  year.  This  subject  may  Avell  excite 
the  anxious  solicitude  of  the  Board  and  of  General  Synod.  At  a 
time  when  the  Church  is  rapidly  extending  the  bounds  of  her  habita- 
tion, when  there  is  a  greatly  increasing  demand  for  a  well-educated 
and  devoted  ministry,  and  when  the  world  is  crying  for  more  laborers 
to  gather  the  whitening  harvest,  to  see  our  numbers  growing  less 
is  truly  alarming.  We  liave  hoped,  that  as  in  tlie  commercial  world  the 
demand  speedily  calls  forth  the  adequate  supply,  so  the  exigences  of 
the  times  would  develop  the  resources  of  the  Church,  and  multiply  the 
number  of  those  who  are  ready  to  conseci-ate  themselves  to  her  service 
as  preachers  of  the  gospel  :  and  this  hope  has  not  entirely  failed.  At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board,  ten  new  names  were  added  to  the  list  of  our 
beneficiaries,  and  the  applications  for  aid  from  our  Education  Funds  are 
increasingly  numerous. 

Our  Seminary  is  now  furnished  with  a  full  complement  of  able  and 
well-qualified  men,  ready  to  devote  their  whole  time  and  all  their  abilities 
to  the  thorough  theological  training  of  all  the  young  men  the  Cliurch 
will  send  them.  Let  us  look  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  to  send 
forth  new  laborers  into  his  vineyard. 

2.  The  Annual  Digest  exhibits  the  condition  and  management  of  our 
funds  and  pecuniary  affaii-s  as  highly  satisfactory  and  gratifying.  The 
securities  for  our  invested  funds  are  all  good  and  sound  ;  the  interest  is 
punctually  paid,  and  no  losses  have  been  sustained  ;  and  now,  by  care- 
fully abstaining  from  unnecessary  expenses,  and  by  strict  economy  in 
every  department,  we  may  hereafter  avoid  a  debt,  and  be  able  to  strike  a 
balance  in  our  own  favor  at  the  close  of  every  year  —  "a  consun)rnation 
devoutly  to  be  wished."  We  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  that 
our  Board  of  Direction  is  composed  of  men  who  are  not  only  experienced 
financiers,  but  who  are  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Church,  and 
who  watch  over  the  funds  intrusted  to  their  care  with  as  much  zeal  and 
diligence  as  they  bestow  upon  the  management  of  their  own  affairs.  The 
Church  owes  them  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  we  trust  the  great  King  of 
Zion  will  award  in  the  richest  spiritual  blessings.  There  is  one  item  in 
the  list  of  securities  which  attracted  the  attention  of  Synod,  and  which  the 
Committee  are  requested  to  inquire  into.  It  would  appear  from  the  report 
that  the  Board  holds  $2000  of  the  stock  of  the  New- York  and  New- 
Haven  Railroad  Company,  a  company  who  run  their  cars  on  the  Sabbath. 
As  the  Committee  were  entirely  ignoiant  of  the  circumstances  attending 
this  investment,  or  how  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Board,  the  Treasurer 
of  General  Synod  was  written  to  for  information.  The  following  extract 
from  his  answer  will  give  to  Synod  a  full  history  of  the  whole  transaction: 

'"By  referring  again  to  my  accounts,  the  Committee  will  find  that 
General  Synod  hold  two  bonds  {not  stock)  of  the  New- York  and  New- 
Haven  Railroad  Company  for  $1000  each,  which  were  delivered  to 
Synod  by  James  Rog*^rs,  Jr.,  Esquire,  in  the  month  of  September,  1849, 
to  found  the  scholai'ship  in  the  Tlieological  College  called  "  Tlie  James 
Bogert,.  Junior,  Second  Scholarship,"  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the 
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support  of  a  beneficiary,  which  has  been  clone  up  to  the  present  time. 
The  principal  of  the  bonds  will  be  payable  on  the  1st  December  next, 
and  as  Mr.  Bogert  chose  to  give  his  money  in  this  shape,  it  appears  to 
me  delicacy  to  him  requires  that  it  should  be  left  in  its  present  state 

until  paid  off."  ,0        i         n  ^  i 

Your  Committee  know  of  no   action  which   the   Synod    could  take 

which  would  in  any  way  alter  their  relation  to  this  endowment,  or  lessen 

their  responsibility,  except  by  refusing  to  hold  the  bonds ;  and  as  their 

time  is  so  nearly  expired,  we  would  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  be  left  to  the  Board  of  Direction.  _ 

3.  In  1851  the  General  Synod  authorized  the  Professor  of  Biblical 
Literature  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $400,  to  be 
expended  in  supplying  a  deficiency  of  exegetical  books  and  other  con- 
veniences for  the  comfort  of  the  students  in  the  lecture-room.  During 
the  last  year.  Dr.  Campbell  has  expended  $197  for  the  above  pur- 
poses, and  returned  the  balance,  |203,  to  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  — 
for  all  of  which  he  has  sent  vouchers  that  verify  every  item,  and  show 
that  the  money  has  been  wisely  appropriated  and  judiciously  expended. 

4.  The  Report  of  the  Librarian  represents  the  condition  of  the  Library 
in  a  very  favorable  light.  There  have  been  considerable  additions  of 
valuable' books  during  the  year,  and  the  whole  number  is  now  set  down 
at  seven  thousand  :  this  number  ought  to  be  multiplied  many-fold.  _  A 
large,  well-selected  library  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  our  institution ; 
and  the  Synod,  while  it  records  its  thanks  for  the  liberal  contributions 
already  received,  would  suggest  to  those  who  have  the  means  the  great 
and  permanent  good  they  may  accomplish  by  donations  of  money  or 
books.  The  Librarian  states  that  many  of  the  books  want  rebinding, 
and  supposes  it  can  be  well  done  at  a  cost  of  $  iO  or  $70  ;  also  that 
it  is  very  desirable  to  have  printed  a  catalogue,  at  a  cost  of  about  $75. 
The  Superintendents  of  the  Library,  President  Frelinghuysen  and  Dr. 
Van  Vranken,  endorse  the  Librarian's  Report,  and  recommend  the  ap- 
propriation of  $200  for  the  above  purposes.    The  Committee  recommend 

the  following :  -,  ■,  ^     •     ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  be  authorized  to  pay 
to  the  Superintendents  of  the  Library  a  sura  not  exceeding  $200,  to  be 
expended  under  their  supervision,  for  the  printing  of  a  catalogue  and  the 
rebinding  and  repairing  of  books. 

S.  Papers  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  which  show  that  an 
application  has  been  made  by  the  Third  German  Reformed  Prot^estant 
Church,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  to  the  Classis  of  New- York,  to  license, 
ordain  and  install  as  their  pastor,  Mr.  Conrad  Dickheart.  The  Classis 
passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  be  refen-ed  to  the  General  Synod  for  a 
dispensation  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Dickheart,  and  that  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Guldm 
forward  to  that  body  all  the  papers  and  documents  in  the  case,  for  their 
intelligent  action  in  the  premises. 

The  papers  forwarded  contain  the  application  of  the  church,  in  which 
they  state,  that  after  a  trial  of  four  years  they  are  well  satisfied  of  the 
piety,  talents,  and  ability  to  be  useful  in  their  service,  of  Mr.  Dickheart, 
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and  express  their  ardent  desire  to  have  him  licensed  and  installed  as 
their  pastor. 

This  letter  is  endorsed  and  concurred  in  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  D.  Hallock, 
D.  D.,  and  A.  R.  Wetmore,  Esq.,  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  and  also 
by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Guldin,  who  is  well  qualified  to  judge  in  this  case. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clas&is  of  New- York  be  authorized  to  examine  Mr. 
Dickheart,  and  if  in  their  judgment  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the  Church 
and  the  glory  of  God,  to  license  him  to  preach  the  gospel  and  ordain  him 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

6.  Two  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee,  instructing  them 
to  inquire  whether  the  Board  of  Superintendents  have  power  to  authorize 
the  students  to  preach  in  the  churches,  and  also  the  expediency  of  modi- 
fying or  rescinding  the  resolution  of  General  Synod,  A.D.  1824,  which 
forbids  the  admission  to  the  pulpits  of  the  churches  of  students  of  theo- 
logy, or  any  other  persons  not  duly  licensed  to  preach,  lecture,  or  expound 
the  Scriptures. 

The  Committee  cannot  ascertain  that  the  Board  of  Superintendents 
has  ever  assumed  the  right  to  suspend  or  disregard  the  action  of  the 
General  Synod  on  this  subject.  The  resolution  of  General  Synod  of  1824 
has  never  been  considered  as  prohibiting  the  members  of  the  Senior  Class 
from  preaching  sermons  Avhich  have  been  approved  by  the  Professors  in 
the  vicinity  of  New-Brunswick.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Board  is 
anxious  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  design  of  that  resolution ; 
and  the  only  question  seems  to  be,  how  far  it  is  desirable  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senior  Class  have  some  opportunity  to  exercise  their  gifts  and 
graces  in  preaching  occasionally,  not  as  licensed  ministers,  but  as  students 
of  theology.  Can  we  leave  the  subject  in  safer  hands  than  the  Board  of 
Superintendents,  composed  of  a  member  from  each  Classis,  of  whom  one 
third  is  elected  annually  ?  The  Committee  would  advise  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  be  called 
to  the  former  action  of  the  General  Synod,  in  reference  to  the  preaching 
of  the  students  of  theology ;  that  they  endeavor  to  bring  the  practice 
of  the  students  into  conformity  with  that  action,  as  far  as  that  is  designed 
to  prevent  them  from  preaching  in  the  churches  generally,  or  assuming 
the  office  of  the  ministry,  or  visiting  vacant  churches  as  candidates  before 
they  are  formally  licensed. 

7.  Several  of  the  Classes  have  sent  to  the  General  Synod  a  list  of 
names  of  young  men  recommended  for  aid  from  the  Educational  Funds 
of  the  Church.  The  Classes  have  forgotten  that  in  1851  the  General 
Synod  constituted  the  Board  of  Superintendents  a  Committee  of  Exami- 
nation, to  whom  every  applicant  is  to  be  referred,  and  by  whom  alone 
they  can  be  received.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  young  men  recommended  by  the  Classes  be 
directed  to  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
who  meet  at  New-Brunswick  on  the  Tuesday  before  the  third  Wednesday 
of  July,  1853. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HANSFORD    WELLS,   Chairman. 
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Whereas,  Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  it  has  pleased 
the  o-reat  Head  of  the  Church  to  remore  by  death  the  Rev.  James 
Spencer  Cannon,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  Pastoral  The- 
ology, and  Church  Government  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That,  in  token  of  respect  for  his  piety,  talents,  and  long  ser- 
vices in  the  Church  and  her  institutions,  a  monument,  with  a  suitable 
inscription,  commemorative  of  our  venerable  father,  be  placed  over  his 
grave,  and  that  the  Rev.  Professors  Van  Vranken  and  Campbell  and 
Ludlow  be  a  committee  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

STUDENTS    IN    THEOLOGY, 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVL 

CHURCH    VISITATIONS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIL 

PBEVAILING    SINS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIIL 

MISSIONS. 


The  Rev  E  P.  Stimson,  C.Van  Santvoord,  and  the  Elder  Abraham 
Van  Nest,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  confer  as  to  the  churches  in 
which  the  Annual  Sermons  on  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missions  shall  be 

^' The  Committee  reported,  recommending  that  the  Sermon  on  Domestic 
Missions  be  delivered  in  the  Third  Church,  and  the  Sermon  on  Foreign 
Missions  in  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  ^ 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions 
was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Twenty-fii-st  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was 
received  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Sermon  in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions  was  preached  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  second  day  of  the  session,  by  the  Rev.  Oscar  H.  Gregory,  from 
1  Cor.  xiii.  8  :  "  Charity  never  faileth." 
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Hesolved,  That  for  this  year  the  Sermon  on  Foreign  Missions  be  de- 
livered on  Sabbath  eveningy 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  J.  Scudder,  M.  D.,  Missionary  at 
Madras,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Sermon  in  behalf  of  Foreign  Missions  was  preached  on  the  evening 
of  the  fifth  day  of  the  session,  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Howe,  D.  D,,  from 
Matthew  xxviii.  19  :  "Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost." 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  Report  was  accepted, 
adopted,  an4  is  as  follows  : 

Foreign   ITIisaions. 

In  the  Arctic  regions,  where  the  year  consists  of  six  months'  day  and 
six  months'  night,  when  the  long  period  of  darkness  is  drawing  to  its  close, 
watchmen  are  stationed  on  the  tops  of  the  loftiest  hills,  that  they  may 
descry  at  a  distance  the  first  faint  beams  of  morning,  and  give  notice  to 
the  inhabitants  around.  While  the  sentinel  is  on  his  post,  the  anxious 
population  seem  to  be  continually  issuing  the  challenge,  "Watchman, 
what  of  the  night  ?"  And  when  the  cry  is  heard,  "  The  morning  cometh  !" 
and  the  messenger  is  seen  retracing  his  steps  to  bring  the  joyful  news, 
"  how  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  this 
glad  tidings  !"  The  day  is  not  far  distant  when  every  nation  that  is  now 
in  heathenism  and  error  will  raise  the  shout,  "  How  beautiful  upon  the 
mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  glad  tidings,  that  speaketh 
peace,  that  saith  to  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth."  Impatient  of  the  darkness 
in  which  they  have  been  sitting,  and  eager  for  deliverance  from  the  use- 
less and  oppressive  burdens  to  which  they  have  been  subjected,  they  will 
hail  with  gladness  the  approach  of  those  who  come  to  minister  to  their 
relief.  Even  now,  in  regions  where  the  sound  of  the  gospel  has  never 
yet  been  heard,  the  hearts  both  of  priests  and  people  are  relaxing  their 
grasp  upon  their  idols,  and  showing  their  weariness  of  the  senseless  rites 
to  which  for  ages  they  have  been  wedded. 

"  The  kingdoms  of  the  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord 
and  of  his  Christ,"  is  a  prediction  that  must  be  verified.  The  mouth  of  the 
Lord  hath  spoken  it ;  his  hand  is  in  the  work,  and  who  can  stay  its  pro- 
gress ?  The  Church,  his  chosen  agency  among  men,  is  moving  on  every 
side  for  its  accomplishment,  and  the  obstacles  which  threatened  to  hinder 
vanish  at  her  approach.  Fresh  avenues  are  constantly  opening  up,  and 
the  missionary  has  ready  access  to  those  points  where  his  eflforts  can  be 
expended  with  the  greatest  profit,  and  his  influence  be  exercised  over  the 
widest  sphere.  His  watch-fires  are  lighted,  and  his  work  is  progressing 
on  all  the  great  continents,  and  among  the  isles  of  the  sea ;  and  though 
he  encounters  opposition,  is  bowed  down  by  trial,  and  tastes  the  bitterness 
of  disappointment,  he  has  his  supports,  consolations,  successes  and  tri- 
umphs. Every  communication  that  reaches  us  from  abroad,  brings 
tidings  that  cheers  our  hearts,  and  animates  us  to  increased  activity  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord. 
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But  while  facilities  for  advancing  the  work  are  multiplying;  ^^^'^^^^ 
fields  open  up,  old  ones  are  BeeMng  to  be  reinforced  and  ample  mea^ 
exislto  meet  the  necessary  expenses,  the  laborers  are  dimmashmg.^  "The 
number Tyouth,"  says  the  Report  of  our  Foreign  Board,  "trmnmg  for 
?he  minist/,Tn  he  various  literary  and  theological  mstitutions  of  the 
irtcSkianaenominationsinourland^^ 

hut  aDoears  to  have  diminished  m  a  small  degree."  Ihis  is  an  alarming 
fact  and  one  that  calls  to  deep  humiliation,  and  earnest  and  prayerfo 
nauiiT  Why  this  frowning  aspect  of  Providence  towards  h,s  Church  ? 
IsTb^e'caure  she  has  failed  in  her  duty  with  respect  to  the  missionary 
work  ;  not  prosecuting  it  to  an  extent  P-Portioned  to  its  c  ajm.^^^^^^^^ 
her  own  ability ;  or  prosecuting  it  m  a  wrong  spint  ?  Whei  e  is  the  renex 
influence  of  the  work,  which  is  so  often  adverted  to  as  an  maentive  to  the 

PTot?s7act'we  owe  that  anomaly  in  the  history  of  Missions  which 
Borneo  presents -a  field  taken  up,  and  cultivated  to  something  like  a 
fhow  of  b  auty  and  an  approach  to  fruitfulness,  and  then  abandoned.  Is 
thrtheSa^nd  long  the  favorite  station  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
end^^ed  by  the  toil,lnd  tears,  and  prayers  which  have  been  expended  on 
it  to  be  Zn  over  to  desolation  ?  We  would  press  the  inquiry  upon  the 
tunc;  m?n  now  training  in  our  Seminaiy,  and  beg  them  to  carry  it  with 

&to  their  closets;  afd  as  they  lift  ^P /^f ''"?m  W  sfn'd  ^"  AndTf 
ask-  "Whom  wilt  thou  have  to  go,  and  whom  wilt  thou  send  1  And  it 
Tev  are  ready  to  abide  the  issue,  we  will  no  longer  be  obliged  to  sorrow 
over  our  desSution ;  the  stigma  which  now  rests  upon  us  will  be  wiped 
Tay    and  Ceo  be  reclaimed,  and  her  desert  become  once  more  a 

'"^  NotthSding  failure  here,  the  Church  has  missions  whose  success 
calk  foTmutual  congratulation  and  thankfulness  We  turn  from  Borneo 
0  oX'ate  a  dilerent  scene  ;  one  .hose  mora  mteres  and  beauty  h 
no  parallel  in  the  missionary  world  -  a  venerable  ^f  l^;';^^^ ^'J  ,^^,^^ 
toilL  at  his  side,  another  on  his  way  to  engage  m  the  woik,  and  three 
other!  now  in  tr;iniDg  in  our  schools,  who  are  looking  forward  to  he 
same  field  How  rare  is  such  a  spectacle  1  A  father  with  six  sons  all  of 
Torn  have  consecrated  themselves  to  ^l^e.serviee  of  the  L^d  m  th  sel^ 
aenying,  sel^sacrificmg  o^^^^^^ 

rariivSd  wild  ha  eC^^^^^  seventh  of  this  missionary  house- 

bl  who  on  the  eve  of  finishing  his  course  of  study  preparatory  to 
S/nt  in  his  work  was  summoned  to  his  rest  and  h  s  reward  These 
arf  1  diarge  of  the  Tamul  Mission,  which,  under  their  faithful  culture, 

"  TnrrS^leSl  the  Rev..  Dr.  Scudder,  he  expresses  ^  earnest 
desire  for  the  formation  of  a  Classis  among  themselves.  When  the  son 
of  Dr  S  who  is  now  on  his  way  shall  reach  the  station,  they  will  have 
four  minisrers'  a  sufficient  numbed  to  constitute  this  body,  so  necessary  to 

''thnit^^^^^^^  mission  of  our  Church  is  that  at  Amoy  Here  our 
brethren  Doty  and  Talmage  are  laboring  with  exemplary  dihgence  aid 
zeal"  The  church  now  gathered,"  our  Report  tells  us,  "  numbers  twenty- 
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one,  the  whole  number  admitted  from  the  beginning  of  the  mission  being 
twenty-three.  Services  are  regularly  held  by  both  missionaries,  in  two 
places,  and  two  sermons  are  preached  by  each  on  every  Lord's  day." 
Bible-classes  and  prayer- meetings  are  held,  and  a  female  prayer-meeting 
is  maintained,  with  an  attendance  of  fifty.  The  place  is  one  of  growing 
importance  because  of  its  commercial  advantages,  and  needs  a  strong 
missionary  force  to  cultivate  it  to  the  extent  of  which  it  is  capable.  The 
brethren  there  are  overtasked,  and  must  sooner  or  later  utterly  fail  in 
health,  if  left  without  support.  "There  must,"  says  the  Report  of  our 
Board,  "  be  an  enlargement  of  the  number  of  missionaries'  at  this  point. 
Shall  our  churches  be  deaf  to  the  call  ?  If  so,  other  sources  must  yield 
the  supply." 

The  whole  sum  received  into  the  treasury  during  the  year  past  has 
been  810,957  76,  being  an  increase  of  $596  36  over  the  last  year.  The 
Comraitttee  would  recommend  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved^  That  we  view  with  sorrow  and  alarm  the  want  of  sufficient 
missionary  spirit  in  our  churches. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ministry  of  our  Church  that, 
in  their  monthly  concert  for  prayer,  they  make  it  a  special  subject  of 
entreaty  with  God,  that  he  would  give  to  parents  and  their  children  in  our 
churches  a  missionary  spirit,  that  the  one  may  be  willing  to  consecrate 
their  children  to  the  work,  and  the  other  be  ready  to  embrace  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  our  Foreign  Board  be 
requested  to  visit  the  Theological  Seminary  of  our  Church  in  the  course 
of  the  coming  year,  and  present  the  claims  of  the  missionary  work,  and 
urge  upon  their  prayerful  consideration  the  inquiry  whether  they  are  not 
called  of  God  to  preach  the  gospel  among  the  heathen. 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  General  Synod  which  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions  the  matter  of  appropriating  $400  annually  for 
the  support  of  a  professorship  among  the  Waldenses  at  Latour,  in 
Piedmont,  the  Committee  would  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  De  Witt  and  Elders  Van 
Ness  and  C.  F.  Crosby,  be  authorized  to  raise,  by  contributions  from 
members  of  the  Dutch  Church,  the  sum  of  $400,  to  be  appropriated  to 
the  support  of  a  Professor  in  the  Waldensian  College  of  Latour. 


Domestic   Itlissions. 

The  Pieport  of  your  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  was  read  by  your 
Committee  with  grateful  hearts.  This  is  a  day  of  glad  tidings  with  re- 
spect to  the  state  of  things  around  us.  The  burden  of  our  Reports 
hitherto  has  been  the  insensibility  and  indifterence  of  the  churches  to 
the  work  of  evano-elizinfr  our  own  home.  And  still  there  are  those  who, 
from  some  unassigned  cause,  do  not  enlist  in  the  work  as  they  ought. 
But  the  number  is  rapidly  decreasing,  and  we  trust  that  in  the  Report  of 
another  year  no  place  will  be  found  for  them.  Charity  certainly  begins, 
if  it  does  not  terminate,  at  home ;  and  that  is  a  poor  principle  which 
lavishes  every  thing  upon  institutions  and  interests  abroad,  while  it 
neglects  the  family  circle.    Our  condition  as  a  denomination  is  such,  that 
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but  two  alternatives  are  presented  us.     We  must  either  multiply  our 
members  and  extend  the  circle  of  our  communion,  or  we  must  be  merged 
in  some  large  and  growing  denomination  around  us.      In  this  day  of 
agitation  and  progress,  it  is  impossible  to  remain  stationary.     If  we  do 
do  not  make  vigorous  eflForts  to  sustain  and  strengthen  ourselves,  others 
will  encroach  upon  us,  and  swallow  us  up.      And  shall  she  who  was  the 
first  Protestant  Reformed  Church  in  this  wide  land  ;  she  who  was  among 
the  first  to  proclaim  toleration ;  who  has  ever  contended  earnestly  and 
honestly  for  the  faith  delivered  to  the  saints,  and  has  never  ceased  to 
preach  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ;  shall  she  yield  to  such  an  alternative? 
Were  we  destitute  of  the  necessary  means,  or  deficient  in  energy  for  the 
employment  of  them,  we  might  fold  our  hands  and  submit  to  the  issue 
that  awaited  us.    But  the  Report  of  our  Board  tells  us  that  our  means 
have  been  increased  almost  one  third  beyond  those  of  the  former  year. 
$10,596  93  are  the  receipts  of  the  previous  year,  while  those  of  the  past 
are  814,939  71 ;  giving  a  difi'erence  of  $4,343  78  in  favor  of  the  present 
year.     It  tells  us,  too,  that  six  new  houses  of  worship  have  been  built ; 
that  five  hundred  have  been  added  to  our  communion ;  that  three  hundred 
and  fifty  have  been  received  on  certificate ;  that  three  churches  have  given 
notice  that  they  would  need  no  further  aid  ;  that  five  churches  have  been 
ortranized  ;  that   sixty  Sabbath-schools  have  been  in  operation,  three 
thousand  children  have  been  taught ;  that  $864  has  been  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  $1089  for  benevolent  purposes. 

Witii  such  results  before  us,  can. we  hesitate  as  to  where  the  finger  ot 
duty  points  ?  Let  the  Board  go  forward  in  their  work  of  establishing  and- 
buildino-  up  churches  wherever  necessity  calls  and  circumstances  admit. 
Every  new  church  added  to  the  list,  gives  another  contributor  to  the  funds. 
These  offsprings  of  benevolence  are  not  ungrateful,  and  they  early  begin 
to  show  their  sense  of  the  obligations  that  rest  upon  them. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  informs  us  that  the  Treasurer  is  about  to 
open  a  separate  account  for  the  benefit  of  an  Extension  Fund.  All  who 
have  had  experience  in  the  matter,  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  secure  the 
amount  necessary  to  erect  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  woi-shippers. 
But  if  the  Church  is  to  be  strengthened  by  the  accession  of  new  congre- 
(^ations,  buildings  must  be  furnislied.  And  in  no  way  can  the  work  be 
more  easily  effected  than  by  a  fund  devoted  expressly  to  the  object. 
When  it  is  understood  throughout  our  churches  that  means  are  desired 
for  such  a  purpose,  and  provision  is  made  for  their  reception,  may  we  not 
hope  that  those  who  are  blessed  in  worldly  respects  above  their  brethren 
will  feel  it  a  privilege  to  contribute  to  an  object  of  such  commanding 
importance  ?  Let  the  rich— and  there  are  many  of  this  class  in  our  com- 
munion—make an  investment  here,  and,  crediting  the  testimony  of  God, 
feel  confidence  of  a  better  return  than  mere  secular  securities  give. 

The  Report  gives  ample  testimony  that  your  Board  have  not  given 
themselves  to  one  part  of  their  work  at  the  expense  of  another.  As 
almoners  of  the  Church,  they  have  aimed  to  distribute  its  chanties 
wherever  weakness  and  want  exist.  The  North  and  West,  as  well  as  the 
South,  have  shared  all  the  liberality  which  their  means  warranted.  And 
while  administering  to  the  children  of  the  soil,  they  have  not_  forgotten 
the  stranger  who  has  sought  his  refuge  in  our  home,  and  is  equally 
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capable  with  ourselves  of  profiting  by  tbe  blessings  of  salvation.  Our 
Holland  bretbron  must  ever  be  doubly  dear  to  us,  for  they  are  our  kins- 
men according  to  the  flesh,  as  well  as  our  brethren  in  the  Lord.  It  is 
impossible,  in  justice  to  other  claimants,  to  meet  all  their  necessities,  but 
much  has  been  done  to  place  them,  in  their  respective  settlements,  in 
circumstances  of  increasing  comfort.  They  are  justly  entitled  to  a  large 
share  in  the  sympathies  and  affections  of  the  Church,  and  this,  your 
Committee  trust,  will  be  accorded  to  them  in  a  way  that  will  contribute 
to  their  permanent  improvement.  Our  German  brethren,  like  those  of 
Holland,  are  in  a  strange  land,  and  feel  the  pressure  of  circumstances,  and 
none  can  more  appropriately  minister  to  their  relief  than  ourselves. 
Nor  have  they  been  overlooked.  We  refer  to  the  published  Report  for 
all  other  particulars  relating  to  the  Domestic  work,  for  there  they  are 
detailed  with  all  necessary  clearness.  Let  this  Report  be  circulated 
Hberally  among  the  churches,  and  pains  be  taken  by  the  ministry  to  direct 
the  attention  of  our  churches  to  it.  Its  influence  must  be  widely  and 
profitably  felt.  "We  trust  there  will  be  no  longer  need  to  reiterate  from 
week  to  week  the  claims  of  this  great  work  upon  our  churches ;  that 
hereafter  no  black  list  of  defaulters  will  be  found  in  our  circle,  to  call 
forth  reproof.  We  trust  the  cause  of  Missions,  both  on  the  Foreign  and 
the  Domestic  field,  has  become  so  embalmed  in  the  hearts  of  all  through- 
out the  Church,  that  its  ministry  and  its  members  will  henceforth  and 
for  ever  regard  it  as  one  of  the  great  purposes  which  they  live  to  promote, 
and  that  they  will  do  what  they  can  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Boards  which  have  been  constituted  their  organs  for  the  conduct 
of  the  missionary  work.  When  we  thus  with  one  heart  and  mind  give 
ourselves  to  the  restoring  of  others,  then  may  we  hope  to  be  ourselves 
restored. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  added  to  the  contributions  of  the  Church,  one 
to  be  called  a  collection  for  the  benefit  of  the  Extension  Fund,  to  be  taken 
up  in  the  course  of  the  year,  at  the  convenience  of  the  churches. 

A  communication  from  the  Domestic  Board  has  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  your  Committee,  recommending  a  change  in  the  times  of  meet- 
ings of  the  Board,  to  accommodate  its  members. 

Resolved,  That,  in  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  the  time  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Board  be  altered  from  the  first  Tuesday  to  the  first  Mon- 
day after  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  from  the  second 
Tuesday  after  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Synod  to  the  second 
Monday. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  W.  DWIGHT,   Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  in  reference  to  the  matter  on  which  our  missionary,  Dr. 
Scudder,  asks  the  advice  of  this  Synod,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  requested  to  inform  him  that  the 
Synod  cannot  legislate  on  such  an  abstract  point,  and  that  he  be  recom- 
mended to  refer  the  question  to  the  Classis  which  is  proposed  to  be 
organized  in  India. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
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fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  whose  term  of 
service  has  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  follow- 
ing were  chosen,  viz. :  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  John  M.  Macaulay,  George 
H.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  and  Messrs.  William  B.  Crosby  and  W.  W.  Townsend. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  whose  term  of 
service  has  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  fol- 
lowing were  chosen,  viz. :  Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  John  Garretson, 
Thomas  C.  Strong,  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,  Talbot  W.  Chambers,  and 
Messrs.  James  Suydam,  Benjamin  C.  Miller,  and  E.  F.  Stuart. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  nunaber 
of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  individuals  to  preach  the  Annual  Mission- 
ary Sermons,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election  ;  when  the  Rev.  George 
W.  Bethune,  D.  D,,  was  chosen  Primariu's  to  preach  the  sermon  on  the 
subject  of  Fo'reign  Missions,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Berg,D.  D.,  Secundus. 
The  Rev.  Alexander  McClelland,  D.  D.,  was  chosen  Primarius  to  preach 
the  sermon  in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions ;  and  the  Rev.  John  C.  Van 
Liew,  Secundus. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

widows'    fund. 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : 
The  principal  of  the  Relief  Fund  amounts  to  $11,750.  There  are  at 
present  fifty-eio-ht  paying  clerical  members,  and  nine  annuitants.  This 
institution  is  gradually  but  slowly  increasing,  and  the  Committee  earnestly 
commend  it  to  the  favor  of  the  ministry  of  our  Church,  and  to  all  the 
Consistories.  ^  ^  c,teft,E,  Chairman, 

ARTICLE  XX. 

PABTICULARIA. 

The. communication  containing  the  bequest  of  the  Rev.  Elias  Van 
Benschoten  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  be  authorized  to  pay 
the  necessary  travelling  expenses  of  the  President  of  the  former  Synod 
when  he  attends  to  open  the  Synod,  and  is  not  a  delegate  to  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  requesting  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the 
•  Corporation  forthwith  to  dispose  of  all  stock  of  such  railroad  corpora- 


JUNE,  1853.  377 

tions,  now  held  by  the  Board,  whose  trains  run  on  the  Sabbath,  and  vein- 
vest  the  proceeds  in  some  other  safe  and  less  objectionable  securities. 

Whereas,  for  many  years  past,  the  last  Thursday  of  February  has  by 
many  evangelical  churches  been,  with  evident  blessing  of  God,  observed 
as  a  day  of  Prayer  for  Colleges ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  recommend  a  more  faithful  observance  of 
this  day  of  prayer  for  colleges  and  academical  schools,  and  that  exercises 
be  held  on  that  day  in  our  various  churches,  as  far  as  practicable. 

A  communication  was  received  from  John  Romeyn  Brodhead,  Esq., 
presenting  to  the  Synod  a  copy  of  his  recently  published  "  History  of 
New- York," — whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  tiev.  W.  J.  R.  Taylor  and  J.  F.  Berg  be  appointed 
a  committee  to  draft  a  minute  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Synod  on 
the  reception  of  this  volume. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  Report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  volume  presented  to  Synod  by  Mr.  Brodhead, 
recommend  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  hereby  acknowledge  the  gift  of  Mr.  Brod- 
head, and  tender  him  their  thanks  for  his  valuable  work. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  communicate  to  Mr.  Brodhead  a 

certified  copy  of  this  action. 

^•^  W.  J.  R.  TAYLOR,   Chairman. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded  : 

Resolved,  That  steps  be  taken  by  the  proper  authorities  to  have  the  style 
and  title  of  this  Corporation  amended,  by  omitting  the  word  "Dutch." 
The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  M.  Knox,  E.  S.  Porter,  and  the  Elder  R.  H.  Gleason.* 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  resolution  directing  "  steps  to 
be  taken  by  the  proper  authorities  to  have  the  style  and  title  of  this 
Corporation  amended  by  omitting  the  word  '  Dutch,'  "  beg  leave  respect- 
fully to  report,  that  in  their  judgment  such  amendment  is  most  desirable 
and  necessary  to  the  progress  of  the  denomination.  To  this  conclusion 
they  have  been  brought  by  many  considerations,  out  of  which  they  select 
a  few  and  present  them  to  the  Synod. 

The  proposition  to  amend  the  name  of  the  denomination  is  not  a  new 
one.  If  we  do  not  mistake,  more  than  once  before  it  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  Synod ;  for  years  it  has  been  the  subject  of  much  and 
anxious  thought  on  the  part  of  the  ministry  and  others  who  feel  a  deep 

*  The  Elder  R.  H.  Gleason  paving  obtained  leave  of  absence,  the  Elder  Nicholas 
Wyckoff  was  appointed  in  his  place. 
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interest  in  the  welfare  of  this  branch  of  Zion.  Our  religious  journal,  as 
at  the  present  time,  so  in  much  of  the  time  which  is  past,  has  liad  its 
columns  taken  up  with  discussions  of  this  subject ;  and  most  certainly 
the  result  which  has  been  reached  is  a  desire,  we  think,  very  general, 
to  get  rid  of  the  word  Dutch  as  the  distinguishing  appellation  of  the 
Church.  The  designation,  it  is  thought,  has  accomplished  its  design.  In 
the  early  planting  of  the  Church  in  this  country,  such  an  appellation  may 
have  been  proper.  The  reason  of  its  adoption  is  at  least  apparent.  The 
nationality  of  the  founders  corresponded  with  the  historic  origin  and 
genius  of  the  Church.  The  name  "  Dutch"  then  had  an  historic  signifi- 
cance ;  it  awakened  or  kept  alive  associations  which  were  the  exponents 
of  a  common  life  of  trials  and  glory.  Now  it  is  otherwise  :  the  Church 
numbers  but  few,  if  any,  who  have  a  personal  connection  with  the  history 
of  the  Fatherland.  The  connection  is  ancestral ;  and  those  reasons  which 
formerly  existed  to  keep  alive  national  recollections,  that  were  embalmed 
by  the  Church's  heroism  and  suffering,  have  ceased  to  operate.  _ 

Again,  the  fact  is  incontrovertible  that  a  national  designation  must 
measurably  retard  the  growth  of  the  denomination :  while  it  appeals  to 
those  sentiments  that  are  amongst  the  strongest  and  most  responsive  of 
the  human  heart,  the  effectiveness  of  the  appeal  is  limited  by  that  very 
fact.    The  philosophy  of  this  statement  is  simple.    A  national  designation, 
if  it  be  expressive,  must  be  historic  ;  hence  they  only  who  have  such  as- 
sociations, either  directly  or  by  descent,  can  be  legitimately  expected  to 
yield  to  its  influence.     May  not  the  reason  for  the  slow  expansion  of  our 
Church  be  discovered  here?     We  have  adopted  that  as  a  badge  which 
can  awaken  sympathy  only  within  a  contracted  and  constantly  contract- 
ing sphere.     We  have  clung  to  a  name  which,  however  it  may  speak  to 
Hollanders,  has  no  special  attraction  to  Americans  by  birth  and  education. 
If  the  Church  is  looking  for  achievements,  with  a  shibboleth  that  can 
only  perpetuate  jealousies,  she  is  indulging  a  hope  which  will  surely  be 
disappointed.     If  she  expects  to  make  progress  outside  of  the  limits  of 
New-York  and  Eastern  New-Jersey,  she  must  recommend  herself  by 
something  distinctive  to  those  who  are  not  to  be  reached  by  appeals^  to 
their  nattonality.     This  she  can  do  by  means  of  her  creed  and  pohty. 
They  will  commend  her  to  all  that  large  number  who  may  be  denomi- 
nated Calvinistic  Presbyterians;  while  to  the  majority  of  such  her  present 
name  is  positively  oftensive,  addressing  itself  to  neither  their  sympathies 
nor  their  associations,  while,  as  being  anti- American,  it  avvakens  their 
jealousies.     In  those  portions  of  the  country  where  there  is  no  Dutch 
element,  all  attempts  at  aggression  can  be  attended  with  so  small  a  de- 
gree of  success  as  to  deserve  no  better  name  than  failure.      The  nation- 
ality embodied  in  the  name  not  only  makes  a  wrong  impression    by 
inducing  the  supposition  that  the  Dutch  language  is  still  perpetuated  in 
its  service,  but  it  is  regarded  as  significant  of  doctrine  or  polity  with 
which  Americans  can  have  no  affinity.     It  may  be  said  that  time  will 
paralyze  their  prejudice  in  localities  where  the  Church  may  plant  herself. 
This  may  be  true,  but  it  does  not  affect  our  position.      The  aim  of  the 
Church  should  be  extension;  this  is  the  condition  of  her  existence  ;  with 
her  exclusive  name,  if  she  does  not  advance,  she  must  go  rapidly  back- 
ward.    It  is  in  the  relation  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  our  Church  that 
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we  reo-ard  her  style  and  title  as  a  serious  obstacle.  In  the  same  localities, 
other  denominations  whose  names  denote  their  characters  will  be  built 
up  and  permanently  established  ;  while  ours  is  expending  her  energies  in 
battling  with  prejudice  and  gaining  an  equal  vantage-ground  upon  which 
to  expand.  But  what  reason  is  there  for  retaining  the  word  Dutch  ?  To 
drop  it  will  not  give  up  the  history  of  the  Church  to  oblivion.  We 
could  advise  no  act  which  would  produce  such  a  result ;  her  history  is 
too  glorious  to  be  disparaged.  Let  her  fiery  trials  and  martyrdoms,  her 
earnest  and  successful  defense  and  illustration  of  the  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  be  sacredly  prized  ;  let  them  be  transmitted  as 
lessons  of  heroism  and  faith  to  every  successive  generation  of  her  sons. 
History  will  not  let  them  die  :  she  has  emblazoned  them  in  ineftaceable 
characters  upon  her  tablets.  Whatever  glory  she  possesses  she  has  won 
by  a  fearless  defense  of  the  truth,  and  a  stern  resistance  to  tyranny ;  and 
as  long  as  liberty  and  truth  endure,  so  long  will  her  fame  illustrate  them 
both.  Why  then  retain  the  word  ?  we  ask  again,  in  the  name  of  our 
Church.  All  that  it  can  do  in  keeping  alive  the  association  to  which  we 
have  referred,  it  has  done,  and  no  longer  for  this  purpose  is  it  needful; 
and  its  retention  for  every  other  end  is  positively  hurtful.  Let  us,  then, 
drop  it.  Of  this  we  are  sure,  that  its  omission  in  the  name  of  the  Church- 
can  be  productive  of  no  lasting  evil,  as  its  retention  must  be.  The  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  this  country  lost  nothing  by  not  flouting  the  name  of 
Scotland  upon  her  banner;  but  has  gathered  to  herself  the  more  of 
popular  sympathy  by  her  freedom  from  foreign  associations.  Even  the 
Episcopal' Church,  wedded  to  State  Establishments  through  its  entire 
history,  and  hence  naturally  inclined  to  adopt  national  designations,  in 
this  country  has  been  induced,  by  a  regard  to  her  growth  and  influence, 
to  drop  a  name  that  is  almost  identical  with  her  order  in  modern  times. 
And  the  result  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  the  measure.  Who  does  not 
know  that  for  that  Church  to  call  herself  the  English  Church  would  most 
surely  forthwith  arrest  her  progress,  if  indeed  it  did  not  contract  her 
present  limits  ?  And  if  we  persist  in  calling  our  Church  the  Dutch 
Church,  the  result  is  an  easy  one  to  foretell. 

Already,  what  are  the  facts  in  the  case  ? — for  we  are  not  here  left  to 
abstract  reasoning.  What  is  the  one  voice  we  hear  on  this  subject  from 
all  directions  ?  Is  it  not  that  the  word  Dutch  in  our  name  is  a  sad 
hindrance  to  our  progress?  Even  in  intelligent  minds  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  histoi-y  and  theological  genius  of  our  Church,  there 
seems  associated  with  her  national  name  the  idea  that  she  is  conservative 
of  all  the  usages  and  language  of  the  Fatherland,  and  has  not  adapted 
herself  to  Anoerican  sympathies.  This  is  especially  felt  in  new  locali- 
ties where  the  denomination  is  aitenipting  the  work  of  aggression : 
in  such  places  the  name  is  found  to  be  an  obstacle  to  progress,  greater 
than  all  other  obstacles  combined.  But  the  difliculty  arising  from  this 
cause  is  not  confined  to  new  regions  ;  even  in  the  original  settlements  by 
Hollanders  in  this  country,  and  where  for  a  long  period  the  Dutch  Church 
was  the  predominating  denomination,  giving  character  to  social,  political, 
and  religious  life,  it  seems  not  to  have  maintained  its  position,  but  rather 
fallen  in  the  rear  of  denominations  of  a  much  later  date  ;  as  let  New- York, 
Brooklyn,  and  Albany  testify  ;  and  still  more,  the  fact  that  our  denomina- 
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tion,  which,  from  the  early  date  of  its  first  establishment,  the  social  posi- 
tion and  wealth  of  its  founders,  should  have  and  might  have  been  second 
in  importance  to  none,  has  become  among  the  very  least  of  the  branches 
of  the  Church.  . 

A  single  other  remark  :  The  present  state  of  thmgs  m  our  Ohurch ; 
the  difficulty  and  almost  impossibility,  arising  chiefly  out  of  the  name  of 
our  denomination,  of  carrying  forward  the  work  of  extension,  bears  with 
special  hardness  upon  the  young— and  of  those,  upon  the  youthful  ministry. 
We  believe  it  has  driven  many  away  from  the  institutions  of  our  Church, 
and  led  them  to  seek  the  ministry  in  another  denomination  whose  creed 
and  polity  are  identical  with  our  own ;  and  we  believe  that  it  is  repressmg 
the  energies  and  zeal  of  many  of  this  class  who  are  with  us,  it  is  true, 
but  who  labor  under  a  sense  of  an  incubus,  the  existence  of  which  they 
deeply  regret,  but  which  they  cannot  remove.  _    _ 

Looking  into  the  future,  the  Committee  see  a  necessity  for  omitting  the 
word  Dutch  :  it  is  no  longer  in  their  judgment  a  question— it  is  a  neces- 
sity. The  Church  must  expand,  if  she  would  live ;  and  every  year  the 
present  name  is  kept,  the  probability  of  her  expansion,  and  consequently 
of  her  life,  diminishes.     Shall  it,  then,  be  retained  ? 

They  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  be  required  to  send  up  to  General 
Synod,  at  its  next  meeting,  by  letters  to  the  Stated  Clerk,  their  views  as 
to  the  expediency  of  amending  the  style  and  title  of  this  Church,  so  that 
it  read,  "  The  Reformed  Protestant  Church  in  North  America." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  H.  MASON  KNOX,  Chairman. 

The  Rev.  W.  J.  R.  Taylor  and  Thomas  C.  Strong  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  make  arrangements  for  a  meeting  for  religious  exercises  on 
Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  the  meeting  was  held  accordingly. 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Hymn  Book  reported,  and  their  Report 
Avas  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  printing  of  the  Hymn  Book 
would  report  as  follows :  ,     •  .  w    r^         i 

They  have  examined  the  estimates  for  printing,  submitted  to  (general 
Synod  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  and  find  that  the 
proposals  of  Mr.  Mentz  are  the  lowest  and  most  satisfactory.  Mr.  JVL  is 
willino-  to  bind  himself  to  furnish  the  books  at  the  following  rates :  The 
present  small  book,  with  all  the  forms,  <fec.,  single  copy,  50  cts.  ;^  $4  80 
per  dozen.  The  large  book,  with  all  the  forms,  &c.,  single  copy,  U  ;  per 
dozen  SlO.  And  for  a  small  book,  printed  according  to  sample,  without 
the  fo'rms,  per  single  copy,  37^-  cts. ;  per  dozen,  $3  75.  All  the  books  to 
correspond  in  quality  of  paper  and  binding  with  the  present  editions. 
For  extra  binding,  an  additional  charge  will  be  made,  as  follows :  tor 
middle  sized  book,  in  imitation  morocco,  gilt  edged,  81  25  ;  genuine  Tur- 
key $175;  extra  Turkey,  82 ;  super  extra,  82  25  ;  velvet,  84  50  and 
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$5 ;  large  size  imitation  morocco,  gilt  edged,  $1  87^  cts. ;  genuine  Tur- 
key, $2  25  ;  extra,  $2  50  ;  super  extra,  $3. 

We  would  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Direction  be  authorized  by  this  Synod  to 
contract  with  Mr.  Mentz  for  printing  the  above-named  styles  of  Ilymn 
Book,  for  five  years,  beginning  with  the  expiration  of  the  present  con- 
tract ;  and  that  they  require  of  Mr.  Mentz  a  reduction  on  the  price  of 
books  now  in  his  possession  and  remaining  unsold,  to  the  aforesaid 
schedule  of  rates,  which  reduction  shall  begin  on  the  1st  day  of  July 
next ;  and  that  in  case  any  changes  should  be  made  in  the  Liturgy,  such 
alterations  shall  be  printed  without  increasing  the  afore-mentioned  prices. 

We  have  examined  the  communication  of  Rev.  Mr.  Guldin,  respecting 
a  German  Hymn  Book,  and  would  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  Mr.  Guldin,  Rev.  Dr.  Berg,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Berky, 
be  a  Committee  to  select  and  arrange  the  materials  for  such  book ;  and 
that  they  submit  the  same  to  Rev.  Drs.  De  Witt,  Wm.  H.  Campbell  and 
John  Proudfit ;  and  when  approved  by  them,  the  Board  oi  Direction 
be  authorized  to  make  a  contract  for  having  them  printed  without  delay. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  S.  PORTER,   Chairman. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Directors  of  the  "Academy  of  Fine 
Arts,"  inviting  the  members  of  the  Synod  to  visit  their  Academy ;  where- 
upon it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  returned  to  the  Directors 
of  the  Academy  for  their  polite  invitation,  and  that  the  Synod  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege  thus  tendered  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  authorized  to  have  five  hundred 
blank  notices  to  members  elected  to  the  several  Boards  of  the  Synod, 
printed,  and  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  expense  of  the  same. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  West,  John  L.  See,  and  the  Elder  William  S.  Ross, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Canvass,  to  whom  the  ballots,  cast  for 
filling  vacancies  in  the  several  Boards  of  the  Synod,  for  corresponding 
delegates,  and  for  persons  to  preach  the  missionary  sermons,  were  com- 
mitted, who  reported  the  result  of  the  election. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Dr.  J.  Livingston  Ludlow,  inviting  the 
members  of  the  Synod,  in  the  name  of  the  Director  of  the  United  States 
Mint,  to  visit  that  Institution  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session ;  whereupon 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  will  accept  of  this  invitation,  and  that  their 
thanks  be  returned  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  his  politeness. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Rev,  Dr.  Ducachet,  Rector  of  St.  Stephen's 
Church  in  this  city,  to  visitnhe  monumental  statuary  deposited  in  said 
church  ;  whereupon  it  was 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Synod  be  returned  to  Dr.  Ducachet,  and 
that  they  will  accept  his  kindly  invitation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  highly  approve  the  action  of  the  Committee 
appointed  last  year  in  reference  to  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  and  take 
pleasure  in  expressing  their  satisfaction  with  the  general  spirit  of  the 
paper,  as  at  present  conducted. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Strong, 
William  J.  R.  Taylor,  and  A.  W.  McClure,  and  the  Elders  Samuel  B. 
Schieffelin  and  Clarkson  F.  Crosby,  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  prac- 
ticability of  establishing  a  permanent  Board,  to  be  called  the  "Board  of 
Publication  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,"  the  object  of 
which  shall  be  to  print  and  publish,  or  furnish  at  the  lowest  practicable 
prices,  for  general  circulation  and  the  service  of  the  churches,  such  works 
pertaining  to  the  history,  government,  doctrines,  and  religious  literature 
of  our  own  Church,  and  of  other  evangelical  churches,  as  shall  be  properly 
approved. 

Resolved,  That  said  Committee  shall  report  to  the  next  General  Synod ; 
and  if  in  their  opinion  it  shall  be  expedient  and  practicable  to  organize 
such  a  Board,  that  they  submit  a  plan  for  the  same. 

ARTICLE  XXL 

BENEVOLENT    AND    RELIGIOUS    INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  S.  Ferris,  D.D.,  and  Elbert  S.  Porter,  appeared  in 
Synod  on  the  second  day  of  the  session  as  a  delegation  from  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society,  and  addressed  the  Synod  in  behalf  of  the  claims  of 
tbat  institution  on  the  benevolence  of  the  Christian  public.  Whereupon 
it  was, 

1,  Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  special  pleasure  of  the  enlarged 
efforts  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  its  increased  facilities  for 
spreading  abroad  the  Word  of  life. 

2.  Resolved,  That  as  a  Synod  we  cherish  unabated  confidence  in  the 
American  Bible  Society,  rejoice  in  its  prosperity,  and  heartily  commend 
it  to  the  warm  practical  sympathies  of  all  the  churches  under  our  care. 

The  Rev.  R.  Baird,  D.D.,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  and 
Foreign  Christian  Union,  addressed  the  Synod  in  relation  to  the  opera- 
tions of  that  Society  on  the  3d  day  of  the  session. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Revel,  the  Moderator  of  the  Synod  of  the  Church  of  the 
Waldenses,  having  been  introduced  to  the  Synod  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Baird, 
addressed  the  Synod  on  the  same  day.     Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  have  heard  wilh  unfeigned  pleasure  of  the 
success  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  both  in  our  own 


JUNE,  1853.  383 

and  foreign  lands  ;  and  it  would  earnestly  commend  its  claims  to  all  our 
churches,  for  their  confidence  and  efficient  cooperation. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  welcome  with  the  warmest  Christian  affec- 
tion and  regard  the  Rev.  Mr.  Revel,  the  Moderator  of  the  Waldensian 
Synod;  that  they  have  heard  with  much  pleasure  his  statements  in 
regard  to  that  ancient  and  deeply  interesting  Church  ;  and  we  would 
hereby  express  our  sympathy  in  their  behalf,  and  assure  them  of  the 
confidence  and  high  regard  which  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  North 
America  entertains  for  them,  and  earnestly  commend  the  claims  of  said 
Church  to  the  confidence  and  liberality  of  the  churches  under  our  care. 

The  Rev.  N.  W.  Goertner,  an  Agent  of  the  American  Tract  Society, 
at  his  request  addressed  the  Synod  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session  on 
the  operations  of  that  institution.     Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  the  Rev.  J.  H.  M.  Knox,  E.  S.Porter,  and  the  Elder  ClarksonF.  Crosby. 

The  Committee  reported,  recommending  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Tract  Society  be  commended  to  the 
favor  of  the  churches,  as  an  important  instrumentality  in  spreading  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society,  in  relation  to  operations  in  behalf 
of  African  Colonization,  which  having  been  read,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  cause  of  African  Colonization  be  recommended  to 
the  practical  sympathy  of  the  congregations  within  our  bounds. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

PASTORAL     LETTER. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIIL 

SYNODICAL     ARCHIVES. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted, 

and  is  as  follows : 

Philadelphia,  June  9,  1853. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  the  fol- 
lowing report :  That  they  have  examined  the  various  items  presented 
to  them,  and  recommend  the  following  to  be  paid,  viz. : 
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The  doorkeeper's  bill,  amounting  to  |19  41. 

The  bill  for  printing  from  Mr.  Wm.  S.  Young,  |2  25. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

^  J.  WEST,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XXV 

RESUMPTION    AND    CLOSE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  1100  copies  of  the  Minutes  of 
this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  distribute  among  the  Classes 
the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  given  to  the  Consistory  of 
the  Third  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  kindness 
and  marked  attention  to  the  members  of  the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  generous  provision  made  for  the  members  of 
Synod  by  the  Reformed  Dutch  churches  of  this  city,  and  for  the  polite 
attentions  of  the  families  with  whom  it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  sojourn 
during  our  session,  this  Synod  unanimously  return  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  hereby  expressed  to  the 
various  public  institutions  for  the  advancement  of  science  and  art,  for 
their  kind  invitations  and  courtesy  to  the  Synod. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  Synod,  the  roll  was  called  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Uriah  Marvin  was 
absent  without  permission. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 


ARTICLE    XXVI. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  First  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church,  in  the  city  of  Hudson,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  A.  D. 
1854,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. ;  and  was  closed  with  singing  the  4'76th  hymn, 
prayer  by  Rev.  James  B.  Hardenburgh,  D.D.,  and  pronouncing  the 
apostolic  benediction  by  the  President. 

D.  KENNEDY,  President. 

JOSEPH  F.  BERG,  Adsessor. 

WILLIAM  J.  R.  TAYLOR, 

THOMAS  C.  STRONG, 


Clerks  p.  t. 


OflBcial  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PEOCEEIMGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  the  City  of  Hudson, 
ON  Wednesday,  the  Seventh  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four.  The  Session 
continued  from  the  Seventh  to  the  Fifteenth  day  of  June, 
inclusive. 
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ARTICLE  L 

opening    of    synod. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Synod  was  ojDened  with  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Berg,  D.D.,  the  Assessor  of  the  last  General 
Synod,  who  preached  a  sermon  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the 
Session,  fi-om  Phil.  2  :  9-11 :  ^^  Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted 
him  and  given  hi?n  a  name  lohich  is  above  every  name :  that  at  the  name 
of  Jesus  every  knee  should  boio,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth, 
and  things  tmder  the  earth,  and  that  every  tongue  should  confess  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.''"' 

ARTICLE  II. 

members    present. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  New^-York. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New-York.— Rqy.  Thomas  DeWitt,  T>.D.,{h) 
George  H.  Fisher,  D.D.  ^/(/ers— Charles  H.  Amerman,  Abraham 
Van  Nest.(m) 

Qi).  Succeeded,  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session,  by  his  secundus,  Eev.  Talbot 
"W.  Chambers,  D.D. 

(m)  Succeeded,  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session,  hy  his  secundus,  the  Elder  John 
Dolamater. 
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2  From  the  South  Classis  of  New-York.— Rqy.  Mancius  S.  Hut- 
ton,  D.D.,  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.D.(7c)  ^^cZer-Jacob  B. 
Wood.(e)(A;) 

3.  From  the  Classis  ofNeiv-Brumwiclc.—V^&Y.  John  Proudfit,  D.D. 
Samuel  M.  Woodbridge,  John  DeWitt.(a)  ^/Jers— Abraham  V.  H. 
Willis,(»  Thomas  Talmage.(e) 

4  Frorii  the  Classis  of  Bergen.— ^^v.  Benjamm  C.  Taylor,  D.D., 
Isaac  S.  Demund,(r7)  Gustavus  Abeel,  D.D.  Elders-io\^  Bnnker- 
hoff;(;)  William  H.  Kirk,(i)  Jacob  Vreeland. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Faramus.—UeY.  John  H.  Duryea,  Ebenezer 
Wiggins,  (e)     Flders — 

6  From  the  South  Classis  of  Long-Island.— UeY.  Abraham  I. 
Labagh,(yl-)  J.  Paschal  Strong.  FldersSimon  Cortelyou,  Adnance 
Van  Brunt,  James  Myers,  (a) 

7.  From  the  North  Classis  of  Long-Island.— -Rey.  James  Demarest, 
John  L.  McNair,  William  H.  TenEyck.(cZ)     Flders— 

8  From  the  Classis  of  Ponghkeepsie.—Rm.  D.  McL.  Quackenbush, 
Peter  Stryker,  Charles  S.  Hegeman.  ^^cfers-John  Wiltse,  Martm 
Van  Wagonen,  David  C.  Foster. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia.— B.QY .  Joseph  F.  Berg,  D.D.,(/) 
A.  A.  Willets.(a)(c)     Elder— ^Amwd  S.  Schriver.(c) 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Passaic— T.ey.  John  Gaston,(c)  Charles  J. 
5hephard.(e)     Flders — 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Illinois.— Rew.  Simon  V.  E.  Westfall.(t>) 
Elder — Solomon  Lincoln. (e) {k) 

12.  From  the  Classis  of  Hudson.— Rey.  David  D.  Demarest,  Ira  C. 
Boice,  John  G.  Johnson.  Elders-John  C.  Newkirk,  Phdip  H. 
Knickerbacker,(A;)  William  Van  Deusen. 

(a)  Took  liis  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

(c)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

(A  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

Ig)  Succeeded,  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session,  by  his  secundus,  Rev,  Aaron 

Lloyd. 

(j)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 
(jfc)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
{d)  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
{/)  Obtamed  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 


JUNE,  1854.  389 

13.  Fro7n  the  Classis  of  Westchester.— R,e\.  Pctor  H.  Burghardt, 
Joseph  A.  Collier,  John  M.  Ferris.  Mders—Alhert  Chrystie,(A:) 
Charles  Duscnberry,  Sanford  Cobb,  (e)  (A:) 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

1.  Fro77i  the  Classis  of  Albany. — Rev.  John  Simonson,  Benjamin  F. 
Murden,  Jacob  Van  Vechtcn,  D.D.(e)  JElders—'RuQh.  A.  Mosher, 
William  Radley,  Theodore  F.  Cornell.(e) 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulste7'.—B.ey.  John  C.  F.  Hoes,  D.D.,(c) 
Alexander  Gulick,  Alexander  C.  Ililman.  Flders — Jacob  Bur- 
hans,(c)  Luther  Lafflin.(A;) 

3.  F7'077i  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. — Rev.  Cyril  Spaulding,  Jacob  H. 
Van  Woert.(i)     Elder — Martinus  Lansing.  (A-) 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washingto7i. — Rev.  John  B.  Shaw,(c)  Samuel 
T.  Searle,  Polhemus  Van  Wyck.  Elders — Lodovicus  S.  Viele,  John 
Terhune.(y) 

5.  From  the  Classis  ofMo7itgo7nery. — Rev.  Joseph  Knieskern,  Adam 
H.  Van  Vranken.(A-)     Elders — Cornelius  Runkle,  James  Yauney. 

6.  Fro7n  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. — Rev.  William  G.  E.  See,  Edwin 
Vedder,  Isaac  M.  See.  Elders — Henry  J.  Warner,  James  Lewis,(X-) 
Adam  H.  Hagar. 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Sche7iectady. — Rev.  Julius  H.  Seelye,(w) 
Goyn  Talmage,(A-)  Abraham  H.  Myers.  Elders— ZohR  D.  Ogsbury, 
John  Sanders. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. — Rev.  J.  Romeyn  Berry.  Elders — 
George  M.  Weaver,(^)  Nathan  T.  Graves. (» 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Ora,ige. — Rev.  Robert  P.  Lee,  William  S. 
Moore.     Elders — Amos  Millspaugh,  Abraham  B.  Rapalje. 

(a)  Took  his  seat  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 
(c)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session, 
(/t)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
(6)  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
{j)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 
{Tc)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
{n)  Succeeded,  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session,  by  his  secundus,  Rev.  N.  D. 
WiUiamson. 

(e)  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
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10.  From  the  Classis  of  (Greene.— Rev.  John  Minor,  Henry  Eckel,(c) 
and  Philip  Peltz.  Elders— Zohn  A.  Greene,(A;)  Samuel  Gates,(/) 
Anthony  Van  Bergen. 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Michigan.— Rex.  David  McNeish,  John  N. 
Schultz,  Frederic  P.  Beidler.(» 

12  From  the  Classis  of  WatervUet.—EeY.  John  J.  Quick,(cZ)  Oscar 
H.  Gregory,  D.D.,(cZ)  Theodore  Y.  WyckoflF.(e)  ^/iers— Charles 
Easton,(e)  Samuel  Crawford. (e) 

13  From  the  Classis  of  Geneva.— Rev.  George  J.  Van  Nest,(^) 
George  Rockwell,  Jacob  R.  Van  Arsdale.  Flder-hewlz  J.  Has- 
brouck. 

14.  From  the  Classis  of  Holland.— Rev.  A.  C.  Van  Raalte.    Flders— 

ARTICLE  III. 

MODERATORS. 

The  Rev.  Mancius  S.  Hutton,  D.D.,  was  chosen  President;  the 
Rev.  David  D.  Demarest,  Adsessor  ;  and  the  Rev.  Messrs  J.  Paschal 
Strong  and  J.  Mason  Ferris,  Clerks  pro  tem. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

READING      OF      THE     MINUTES. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  session  of  the  General  Synod  were 


read. 


(d)  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

(c)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

(e)  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

f)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
(j)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session, 
(fe)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

ORDERS     AND     RULES. 

These  were  read. 

ARTICLE  II. 

STANDING     COMMITTEES 

The  following  were  appointed  : 

On  (he  Professorate. — Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  Isaac  S.  Demund, 
und  Ira  C.  Boice ;  and  the  Elders,  Abraham  Van  Nest  and  Anthony 
Van  Bergen. 

On  Si/nodical  Minutes. — Rev.  John  C.  E.  Hoes,  Samuel  Wood- 
bridge,  and  Cyril  Spaulding ;  and  the  Elders,  Charles  H.  Amerman 
and  Jacob  Bm-hans. 

O/i  Missions. — Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  Charles  S.  Hageman,  and 
J.  Romeyn  Berry ;  and  the  Elders,  Charles  Diisenbury  and  Lodovicus 
S.  Viele.  ^ 

On  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  Peter  Stryker, 
and  Philip  Peltz ;  and  the  Elders,  Albert  Chrystie  and  David  C. 
Foster. 

On  Accounts. — Rev.  Abraham  H.  Myers,  Abraham  I.  Labagh,  and 
Polhemus  Van  Wyck  ;  and  the  Elders,  John  Wiltse  and  John  Ter- 
hune. 

On  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  — Rev.  Robert  P.  Lee,  Goyn 
Talmage,  and  James  Demarest ;  and  the  Elders,  A.  V.  H.  V^illis  and 
Lewis  J.  Ilasbronck. 

On  Correspondence. — Rev.  Joseph  F.  Berg,  Cornelius  D.  West- 
brook,  and  Thomas  DeWitt :  and  the  Elders,  Adriance  Van  Brunt 
and  Samuel  Gates. 

On  Education.— Rq\.  John  Proudfit,  David  D.  Dumarest,  and 
David  McNeish ;  and  the  Elders,  Luther  Lafflin  and  Simon  Cortelyou. 

On  Nomincttions.—UGy.  J.  Mason  Ferris,  John  Minor,  and  D.  Mc 
L.  Quackenbush,  and  the  Elders  Samuel  S  Schriver  and  Charles 
Easton. 

On  the  Widows'  Fund.—Bcv.  Jolui  IL  Duryea,  John  G.  Johnson, 
and  A.  A.  Van  Raalte  •,  and  the  Elders,  John  Sanders  and  William 
Van  Deusen. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

(J  O  M  M  U  N  I  C  A  T  I  O  N  S  . 

A  communication  ^vas  received,  signedJohn  S.  Ebangh,  purporting 
to  be  a  complaint  against  the  Classis  of  New-York,  ^^Ml  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Busmess. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  select  and 
arrange  the  materials  for  a  German  Hymn-Book,  (See  Minutes,  p.  381,) 
which  was  accepted  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Hyima-Book  selected  and  arranged  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Guldiri, 
Rpv  Dr  Berc  and  Rev.  Mr.  Berky,  the  Committee  appomted  by  the 
i  LS-Synod,  has  been  submitted,  according  to  <^}}^^^^J^ 
Committee  named  for  examination,  and  approved,  i he  Committee, 
S  a  tneral  examination,  are  satisfied  of  the  care  and  Melity  with 
which^Ae  Hymn-Book  has  been  prepared,  and  recommend  it  for 
publication.  THOMAS  DeWITT,  President. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  ^^^^f  ^^^' ^^:  ^V^'.^^- 
Peck,  who  has  received  and  accepted  a  call  to  the  Chm-ch  of  Rid> 
xnond,  Staten  Island,  requesting  a  dispensation  m  his  behalf  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Hebrew  language,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  the  Professorate,  . 

An  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Orange  was  received 
asking  a  dispensation  in  favor  of  Rev.  W.  Wolff,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate.  .   t      j 

A  communicatiou  was  received  from  Messrs.  Ezekiel  a,,d  Ja.-ed 
W  Seudder,  memters  of  the  Theological  Semmary,  who  contemplate 
entermg  upon  Foreign  Missions,  asking  a  dispensation  of  absence  for 
atmitcd  time  from  the  geological  Seminary,  with  a  v,ew  to  attend 
upon  medical  lectures. 

Whereupon  it  was  _         , 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the  Messrs.  Scudder,  contained  m 
the  above  application,  be  granted. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Super/ntend- 
ents  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  the  Professorate  : 

REPORT  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  femnwy  con- 
vened in  the  Theological  Hall  at  New-Brunswick,  July  19,  1853,  .t 
•  1 1  o'clock  A.M. 
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After  prayer  by  Rev.  1.  N.  Wyckofl',  D.D.,  the  Board  was  organ- 
izod  by  the  election  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Sears,  D.D.,  as  President,  and  Rev. 
Martin  L.  Schenek,  Clerk,  pro  tern. 

Tlie  followinff  members  of  the  Board  were  present : 


Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D., 

"  J.  C.  Sears,  D.D., 
"     I.  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D., 
"     Ransford  Wells,  D.D., 
"     T.  W.  Chambers, 
'*     Aaron  B.  Winfield, 
"     Wm.  V.  V.  Mabon, 
"     Abraham  I.  Labagh, 

"  ,  Thomas  C.  Strong, 
"     Cornelius  Van  Cleef, 
"     John  C.  Cruikshank, 


Rev.  Martin  L.  Schenck, 

"  John  M.  Ferris, 

"  Richard  II.  Steele, 

"  Garret  L.  Roof, 

"  Nicholas  D.  WilliamNon, 

"  John  Whitbeck, 

"  Samuel  W.  Mills, 

'•  Philip  Peltz, 

"  John  Van  Liew, 

"  Henry  Morris, 

"  Oscar  H.  Gregory. 


Tliere  have  been  in  attendance  upon  the  instructions  of  the  Profe^ 
sors  during  the  year,  the  following  young  gentlemen  : 


Joachim  Elmendorf, 
Joseph  H.  Kershow, 
Stephen  Searle,  Jr., 


Of  the  Soiior  Class. 

Nathan  W.  Jones, 
William  G.  E.  Sec, 


John  L.  McNair, 
Charles  I.  Shepard. 


Of  the  Middle  Class. 

Edward  P.  Terhune,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Ezi-a  W.  Collier,  Gilbert  Lane, 

Nelson  Stout,  William  W.  Letson, 


Aaron  L.  Stilwell 
John  Muller. 


Of  the  Junior   Class. 

F.  J.  Schneeweiss, 
J.  S.  Joralemon, 
Edward  P.  Livingston, 
Francis  N.  Zabriskie, 


Ezekiel  C.  Scuddcj-, 
Herman   Schnellen- 

dreussler, 
Leopold  Mohn. 


John  Van  Vleck, 
John  A.  DeBaun, 
Cornelius  L.  Wells, 
Jared  W.  Scudder, 

To  the  diligence  and  Christian  consistency  of  all  these  young  gentle- 
men the  Professors  in  their  report  bear  honorable  and  unanimous 
testimony.' 

It  will  be  perceived  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  accession  to 
the  numbers  of  the  Seminary  since  the  previous  year.  It  is  a  gratify- 
iiig  fact  that  of  these  four  are  Germans  who,  we  may  hope,  will  bo 
duly  furnished  for  preaching  the  Gospel  in  their  own  language  to  this 
numerous  and  interesting  class  of  our  extending  population.  But  it  is 
still  evident  that  fresh  and  wider  efforts  are  needed  in  every  direction 
for  multiplying  the  supply  for  the  pressing  demands  of  the  Church  and 
the  age.  There  is  no  one  subject  that  calls  for  the  attention  of  Classes 
and  Consistories  more  importunately  than  the  means  of  reaching  the 
sources  of  this  supply  in  the  very  bosom  of  our  cong*-egations  and 
families.  The  facilities  for  education,  the  liberality  of  the  Churches 
and  Boards,  the  calls  of  the  home  and  foi-eign  fields,  together  with  the. 
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wants  of  churches  already  established,  should  lead  to  the  adoption  of 
every  method  to  enlarge  the  number  of  the  students  mthe  Theological 

^X'addition  to  didactic  and  polemic  theology  the  examinations  were 
conducted  in  the  several  departments  of  the  Hebrew  and  Greek 
lanmiages,  Jahn's  Antiquities,  Biblical  Criticism,  including  the  Canon 
ofTripture  and  the  Exegesis  of  the  Epistle  to  ^e  Ronians,  Oiurch 
History  and  Church  Government.  Owing  to  the  fact  of  its  bemg  the 
first  year  of  the  Professors'  coimection  with  the  Seminary  there  was 
no  examination  upon  the  branch  of  Pastoral  Theology. 

Leopold  Mohu  was  examined  m  the  studies  of  the  second  year,  to 
which  he  had  been  attending  in  accordance  with  the  usual  precedent 
in  those  cases  where  the  student  is  not  on  the  gromid  m  time  to  com- 
mence the  studies  of  the  junior  year.  ^,^o  l^Jrl 

Specimens  of  sermons  by  the  Middle  and  Senior  glasses  were  la^ 
on  the  table  for  inspection,  and  the  members  of  the  Semor  Cla.s  were 
examined  upon  their  personal  experience,  ^lews  m  entering  the  minis- 
try, and  style  of  preaching.  V,VV,  fli^   Prn 

All  the  above  examinations  were  sustained,  after  which  the  Pro- 
fessors were  ordered  to  give  the  usual  certificate  to  the  followmg 
voung  gentlemen  : 

'.loachim  Elmendorf,         William  G.  E.  See,         John  L.  McNair, 
Joseph  H.  Kershow,         Nathan  W.  Jones,  Charles  I.  Shepard. 

Stephen  Searle, 

The  sermon  before  the  Board  was  preached  by  Rev.  I.  N.  Wyckofi; 
D  D  ,  in  the  2d  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  frora  2  Tim.  4  :  1-5.  On 
the  eVening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
examinatioS,  the  address  to  the  students  was  delivered  by  Rev.  O.  H. 

^'STollowing  applications  were  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Educa- 
tion Funds,  and  after  careM  examination  accordingly  recommended: 

J.  DcWitt  Talmage,  of  the  Qassis  of  New  Brunswick. 

Philip  Vroom,  "  ''  J, 

Peter  Q.  Wilson, 

William  C.  Van  Dyck,  '•  '• 

Alexander  McKelvy,     "  |'  ^^ 

Jeremiah  Searle,  Jr.,    "  ''       o  i    i.    • 

Aljraham  Mattice  of  the  Chassis  of  Schoharie, 

Edward  Miller        "  "  Hudson. 

The  places  in  the  Board  to  be  vacant  for  the  next  year  are  as  fol- 
lows :  ^  ^^      „    , 

Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.  of  the  South  Cla^m  <>f  ^T^'     • 

"     John  C.  Cruikshank,  "  Fa^^aic 

u     N   D.Williamson,  "  "  ScUneclMdy 

..    I  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D.,        "  "  ^f.f  J-    . . 

r  1     ^7      T  V '-  "  "  Philadelphia. 

■       "     ^"'"'tT  r^ratv  "  "  Watervliet. 

*■     Oscar  II.  Gregory, 
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In  reference  to  the  preadiing  of  Theological  students  referred  to  the 
Board  by  the  General  Synod,  (see  Minutes  of  Synod,  1853,  p.  369.) 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

1.  Resolved',  That  the  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  1851  be  rescinded. 

2.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  students  of  the  "Senior  Class  be  permitted  to 
preach  such  sermons  as  are  approved  by  the  Theological  Faculty  in 
the  city  of  New-Brunswick,  and  at  such  time  and  in  such  places  as 
that  they  may  be  reached  and  returned  from  without  rendering 
absence  from  any  of  the  exercises  of  the  Semmary  necessary, 

3.  Resolved,  That  no  student  of  the  Senior  Class  shall  be  allowed  to 
accept  of  any  uivitation  to  preach  without  the  consent  of  one  or  more 
of  the  Professors. 

4.  Resolved,  That  as  the  Eule  of  Synod  passed  in  1824  forbids  Con- 
sistories to  invite  students  to  preach  in  their  churches  when  vacant,  so 
it  be  positively  enjomed  upon  the  students  not  to  preach  in  any  vacan- 
cies, under  pain  of  censure  from  the  Board. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  students  of  the  Middle  and  Junior  Classes 
shall  imder  no  circumstances  be  allowed  to  preach  in  any  pulpit. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Theological  Faculty  be  directed  to  inform 
the  students  of  the  Seminary  of  these  resolutions,  to  attend  to  their 
execution,  and  that  they  report  to  the  Board  every  case  of  the  \'iola- 
tion  of  said  rules. 

Recommendations,   v 

1.  That  the  Synod  direct  the  applicants  for  aid  from  the  funds  to 
be  on  the  ground  on  the  first  day  of  the  Session  to  avoid  confusion, 
delay  and  expense. 

2.  That  the  Synod  call  the  special  attention  of  the  Classes  to  its 
rules,  (Mmutes  of  Synod.  1851,  p.  178.)  requiring  specific  testimo- 
nials both  from  the  pastors  of  churches  and  the  Stated  Clerks  of  the 
Classes,  so  as  to  prevent  the  future  embarrassment  of  the  Board  and 
of  applicants,  from  the  absence  of  these  indispensable  documents. 

JACOB  a  SEARS.  President. 
Attest,  DAvm  D.  Demaeest.  Stated  Clerk 

Hudson,  June  8,  1854. 

A  commimication  was  received  from  the  beneficiaries  asking  for  an 
increase  of  the  appropriations  made  to  them  from  the  Educational 
Funds  of  the  S}-nod,  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Rev.  J.  C.  Guldin  in  relation  to  the 
German  Hymn-Book  about  being  published,  askmg  permission  to 
publish  in  the  same  a  certam  form  used  in  the  Reformed  Church  of 
the  Palatinate  on  occasion  of  the  preparatory  service  to  the  Lord's 
Supper. 

Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  Rev.  Mr.  Guldin  be  granted. 

A  letter  was  received  from  John  S.  Ebaugh  in  relation  to  his  com- 
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plaint  against  tl,.  Cla.sis  of  New-York,  wl>i*  was  referred  to  the 

Be^gtw^  l-ter,  Geneva,  Hudson,  and  the  North  Cas.s  of  Ung 
fslind  in  relation  to  Parochial  Sohools  were  presented,  wh,ch  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education.  „ 

I  statement  having  been  made  by  the  delegate  f™™  *; J^^^J, 
Illinois  in  relation  to  the  transaction  of  then-  hnsmess  at  then  last 
sion  without  a  quorum,  it  was  ,,..,„  r^^mitte.  on  Over- 

Be^olMd,  Tliat  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee 

'TcTl'— n  wrrLivcd  from  Kev.  Dr.  Isaac  Ferris,  CWl- 
,„r  of  the  «:«  of  the  City  of  New-York,  in  -Jatlon  to  ce^Un 
sthlrships  in  that  Institution,  which  have  been  endowed  by  mem 
"the  Reformed  Dutch  Ctarch,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com 

"  A«Son  w.s  received  from  Eev.  A.  C.  Van  Raaltereeom. 
metr„gr;in  young  men  in  the  Classis  of  Holland  or  aid  from  * 
Beneficiary  Funds  of  the  Church,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

''"te^LtrC'the  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Passaic  was  received 
.  re^— tg  a  certain  individual  as  a  suitable  P-- - --^^ 
from  the  funds  of  the  Synod,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

'^n^rSStm  the  Minutes  of  the  North  Classis  of  Long  Istaid 
J^iW  il  relation  to  a  supposed  collision  ^^tween  the  r^Jes  fo^^^ 
le  reception  of  ministers  from  other  denommations  and  the  Constitu 
tZ  L  Church,  which  ^^S^Z^^^ 
Reports  were  received  f™""  *«^  f  ^^i^^.^g^^th  a,,,i.  of  Long 

sttir  of    Rev.    Oscar   H.  Gregory,  Ehenezcr  Wig^ns,   and   the 
Sdei-  Henry  J.  Warner  to  form  a  Minute  in  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

BOARD   OF   CORPORATION. 

The  following  Report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation 
J  S  -co^aniedwith  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the  Annual 
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Digest,  a  list  of  the  securities  held  by  the  Board,  a  list  of  the  endowed 
scholarships,  a  list  of  the  clerical  subscribers  to  the  "Widows'  Fund, 
and  accounts  current  of  said  Board  with  the  Widows'  Fund  and  the 
Board  of  Education,  together  with  the  Report  of  John  C.  Elmendorf, 
Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  'in  relation  to  the  Van  Ben- 
schoten  and  Knox  Funds,  and  certain  papers  in  relation  to  a  bequest  in 
trust,  made  by  Dr.  R.  Gannon,  for  the  Theological  Seminary  at  New- 
Brunswick  : 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Butch  Church : 

The  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  report :  That  the  business  con- 
fided to  them  is  so  systematized  as  to  be  transacted  with  comparatively 
little  trouble. 

The  Treasurer's  account,  herewith  submitted,  will  inform  Synod  of 
the  exact  state  of  its  financial  affairs,  in  their  several  departments. 
Tlie  invested  funds  are  safely  secured,  and  the  interest  on  them  is 
punctually  paid.  Tlie  income  of  Synod  is  such  as  to  enable  the  Trea- 
surer to  meet  the  claims  upon  it  without  embarrassment.  A  very 
small  margin,  hoAvever,  is  left.  The  payment  of  salaries  and  ordinary 
contingencies  about  absorbs  all  the  available  njeans;  so  that  if  Synod, 
from  any  cause,  shall  increase  their  expenditures,  it  will  be  necessary 
.tt  the, same  time  to  provide  increased  resources,  by  directing  special 
collections,  or  otherwise. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  expended,  per  order  of  Synod, 
on  behalf  of  the  Theological  Library,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  dol- 
lars and  forty  cents  ;  a  marble  tomb  has  been  placed  over  the  remairiH 
of  the  late  Professor  Cannon,  at  New-Brunswick,  at  a  cost  of  one  hun- 
<lred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  eleven  cents ;  gas,  for  the  use  of  the  Pro- 
fessors and  their  families,  has  been  introduced  into  the  dwelling  depart- 
ments in  the  College,  occupied  by  them,  at  an  expense  of  three  hundred 
and  forty-six  dollars  and  seventy  cents  ;  and  repairs  have  been  made 
to  the  College  building  and  grounds,  and  Professors'  houses,  amounting 
to  ninety -three  dollars  and  sixty -three  cents. 

The  matter  of  a  contract  with  Mr.  George  W.  Mentz,  of  Philadel- 
phia, for  printing  and  publishing  the  Psalm  Book,  as  directed  by  the 
last  General  Synod,  has  received  due  attention. 

Four  thousand  dollars  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  by  Jacob 
H.  Ten  Eyck,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  being  a  bequest  of  his  sister,  the  late 
Margaret  Ten  Eyck,  for  the  endowment  of  two  scholarships,  to  be  called 
"The  Margaret  Ten  Eyck  Scholarship"  and  "The  Catalina  Ten  Eyck 
Scholarship,"  on  the  conditions  that  the  principal  be  invested  and  the 
interest  appropriated  to  beneficiaries — such  beneficiaries  to  be  students 
in  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  their  nomination  and  appointment  to 
be  made  by  the  Professors  in  the  Theological  Seminary ;  and  that  the 
principal  shall  revert  to  the  heirs  of  the  above-named  Jacob  H.  Ten 
Eyck  whenever  the  corporate  title  of  our  Church  shall  be  altered. 

There  are  now  nineteen  scholarships,  and  one  in  process  of  accumu- 
lation. The  Relief  Fund  amounts  to  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.     The  number  of  annuitants  are  the  same  as  last 
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year  (nine)  It  is  very  desirable  that  this  fund  should  be  increased ; 
and  the  fact  that  our  Theological  and  Educational  institutions  are  to 
so  m-eat  an  extent  permanently  endowed  by  the  benefactions  of  former 
times,  together  with  the  state  of  prevailing  worldly  prosperity,  would 
seem  to  indicate  the  present  as  a  fitting  time  to  make  a  special  and 
general  effort  in  favor  of  this  most  beneficent  and  truly  Christian 

""your  Board  transmit,  with  their  recommendation  to  the  favorable 
action  of  the  Synod,  an  application  on  the  part  of  the  Broome-street 
Church,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  in  reference  to  the  tenure  of  their 

""'ha'coSclTioi^'the  Board  would  again  respectfully  call  the  attention 
of  Synod  to  the  liberal  proposal  of  Samuel  B.  Schieffelm,  Esq  on  the 
subject  of  Parochial  Schools,  submitted  by  them  to  the  last  General 
Synod.  Mr.  Schieffelin  has  recently  issued  a  circular,  (a  copy  ot 
which  is  herewith  communicated,)  explaining,  and  ■somewhat  modify- 
ing his  proposition,  and  indicating  his  earnest  desire  that  the  benefits 
contemplated  may  accrue  to  the  Dutch  Church.  It  is  hoped  that 
Synod,  in  its  wisdom,  may  be  able  to  mature  a  system  on  the  subject 
satisfactory  to  Mr.  Schieffelin,  and  such  as  will  secure  *e  very  import 
ant  object  contemplated  by  him.  It  will  be  recollected  that  unless 
such  system  is  completed  during  the  present  session  of  Synod,  tne 
seven  thousand  dollars  now  in  your  treasury,  (with  its  accunaulation 
cf  interest,)  by  the  terms  of  deposit,  will  be  withdrawn,  to  be  else- 
where devoted  to  the  promotion  of  parochial  schools.  _ 

Abraham  Van  Nest,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board,  was  appointed 
to  give  the  Spiod  any  additional  information  which  may  be  required. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

ABM.  YAN  NEST,  President. 

TSAAO  YOUNG,   Treasurer. 

THEO.   FLELINGHUYSEN,  ) 

JOHN  KNOX,  I  \  DirecU»-s. 

W.  B.  CROSBY,  ) 

Neio-Tork,  May  2Zd,  1854. 

So  much  of  the  above  Report  and  accompanying  documents  as  relates 
to  the  Widows'  Eund,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows 
Fund  •  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education;  and  the  residue,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pro- 
fessorate. 


TEEASURER'S  ANNUAL  ACCOUNT. 


The  General  Synod  of  The  Refonned  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  in 
Account  ivith  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer. 


1S33 

June 


10 


13 


Jul7 


Dr. 

Cash  paid  Kev.  A.  M.  Manp,  his  travelling  expenses  as 
Delegate  of  General  Synod  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  held  at  Philadelphia,  19th 
May  last, 

'  "  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.D.,  one 
quarter's  salary  as  Professor  in  the 
Theological  College,  due  Ist  iust., 

'  "  Rev.  William  H.  Campbell,  D.D.,  one  quar- 
ter's salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theo- 
logical College,  due  1st  inst., 

'  "  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.D.,  one  quarter's 
salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological 
College,  due  1st  inst.,'. 

'  "  Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  D.I).,  his  travelling 
expenses  to  and  from  Philadelphia,  to 
open  the  meeting  of  General  Synod, . . 

'  "  B.  Livingston  Kip  and  others,  loaned  them 
on  their  bond  and  mortgage,  dated  1st 
inst.,  payable  one  year  from  date,  with 
interest  at  seven  per  cent  per  annum,. . 

'  "  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer  General  Synod,  one 
year's  salary,  due  this  day, .  . .  .$250  00 

postage  and  discount, 2  03 

for  management  of  the  Widow's 

Fund  for  one  year, 150  00 

postage  and  discount 48 


"   Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D.,  Stated  Clerk 
of  General  Sj'uod,   one  year'.s  salary, 

due  1st  inst., $150  00 

postage  and  discount, 86 

"  K  F.  Dubois,   Doorkeeper's  bill,  attendance 
on  General  Synod,  at  their  session  held 

at  Philadelphia  Ist  inst, 

"  William  S.  Young,  for  printing  Circulars,  <fec., 
"   John  A.  Gray,  "  "  " 

"  John  A.  Manley,   for  Carpenter's  Work  at 

Rutgers  College, 

B.  Livingston  Kip,  Treasurer,  <fec ,  six  months' 
interest  on  the  invested  Scholarships 
in  the  Theological  College,  due  4th 
June  last, 
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1853. 


July 
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26 


28 
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Nov. 


Br. 

Brousht  forward, ; "  ^ " "  i  • ' '  V  " 

Cash  pSRev.  M.  L.  Schenck,  disbursed  by  him  for 
Cash  pam  ^       ^^^^^^  &e.,  for  the  Board  of  Super- 

inteudents  of  the  Theological   College, 
"  .John   C.    Elmendorf,     Treasurer,    &c,^oiie 
year's  interest  on  Henry  Rutgers   do- 
nation of  $5000  to  Rutgers  College 

due  20th  June  last, I300  00 

dividends  on  ten  shares  of  Ber- 
o-en  Turnpike  stock  belonging 
to  said  College, ^^  ^^ 

"  Francis  N.  Zabriskie,  the  successful  compe- 
titor for  the  Van  Doren  prize- essay  on 
•     Missions,  for  the  year  1853  ..  •••••••• 

«'   Rev  David  D.  Demarest,  Stated  Clerk  of  the 

■  Board  of  Superintendents,  one  year  s 

salary,  due  15th  inst,    . . ....  •  -410  00 

incidental  expenses  of  the  Board,    2^ 

"  John  A.  Gray,  for  printing,  binding,  &c.,  the 
Minutes  of  General  Synod,  of  their  ses- 
sion at  Philadelphia  1st  June  last,. .. . 

"  Rev.  James  Donald,  heretofore  paid  by  him 
into  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  now  with- 
drawn,  .'■  i  *  **i'  *JL 

"  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.D.,  one  quarter  s  salary 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College, 


22,973 


due  1st  inst., •  • ■  •  •  * 

a  Rev.  William  H.  Campbell,  D.D.,  one  quar- 
ter's salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theolo- 
gical College,  due  1st  mst., 

"   Rev.  Samuel   A.  Van  Vranken,    D;D.   one 
quarters  salary  as  Professor  m the  ihe- 
losical  College,  due  1st  inst.,. .....  ..- 

«  Nathan  Lane  &  Co.,  for  Blank-Books  for  the 

Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod, • 

"  John  Knox,  loaned  him  on  his  bond,  secured 
by  a  mortgage  on  his  house  and  lot, 
in  Thirty-sixth  street,  New-York,.. . . . 
"  the  following  persons,  their  annuities  out  ot 
the  income  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  for 
the  last  six  months,  viz. : 

.<   Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.D $100  00 

"     Jacob  A.Lansing, 76  OU 

"     Israel  Hammond, 10«  ^ 

Lydia  M.  W.  Sluyter, 100  00 

Catharine  E.  Van  Wagenen, 100  00 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon, 100  00 

Maria  Rudy, l^  ^^ 

Jane  Hunt, ^'  ^^ 

«  Hu<^h  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College, 
three  quarters'  salary,  due  16lh  October 
last, 
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Brought  forward 

Cash  Paid  Jacob  Little  <fc  Co.,  for  two  shares  of  stock 
of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson    Canal 

Company,  at  llOO  each, $200  00 

4+  per  cent  advance, 9  00 

■'  "  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.D.,  one  quarter's  salary 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College, 
due  this  day 

'  "  Rev.  William  H.  Campbell,  D.D,,  one  quar- 
ter's salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theolo- 
gical College,  due  this  day, 

'  "  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.D.,  one 
quarter's  salary  as  Professor  in  the 
Theological  College,  due  this  day, 

'  "  Jacob  Little  &  Co.,  for  two  shares  of  stock 
of  the  Delaware    and  Hudson    Canal 

Company,  at  $100  each, $200  00 

5  per  cent,  advance, 10  00 

'  "  L  Terhune  <fe  Son,  for  binding  and  repairing 
books  belonging  to  the  library  of  the 
Theological  College, 

'  "  Enos  A.  Skillman,  for  services  rendered  the 
Librarian,  in  preparing  a  catalogue  of 
the  books  in  the  library  of  the  Theolo- 
gical College, 

'  "  Rev.  John  H.  Pitcher,  heretofore  paid  by 
him  into  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  now 
withdrawn, 

'  "  .James  H.  Sillcocks,  for  erecting  a  marble 
tomb  over  the  remains  of  Rev.  James 
S.  Cannon,  D.D.,  at  New-Brunswick,. . 

'  "  Ann  K.  Miller,  for  an  assignment  of  a  bond 
of  John  Mills,  dated  10th  October,  1849, 
secured  by  a  mortgage  on  his  house 
and  lot  in  Fifth  street,  New- York, .... 
$2000  00 
three  months  and  four  days' 
interest  due  thereon, 36  55 

'  "  Premium  of  Insurance  on  .$8000,  for  one 
year  from  the  15th  inst.,  on  Rutgers 
College  Buildings 

'  "  John  C.  Elmendorf,  Treasurer  of  Rutgers 
College,  one  half  the  salary  of  the  Li- 
brarian of  said  College  for  one  year, 

ending  1st  April  next $50  00 

and  for  fuel  for  the  College  for 

the  current  year, 20  00 

B.  Livingston  Kip,  Treasurer,  <ke.,  six  months' 
interest  on  the  invested  Scholarships 
in  the  Theological  College,  due  4th 
December  last, 
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Broufflit  forward, -  .  ^  ^f   „ 

o  Pod,  -Piid  Rev  Francis  M.   Kip,   ior  assigBinent  of  a 

October,  1852,  secured  by  a  mortgage 
on  his  house  and  lot,  corner  of  Eleventh 

avenue  and  Forty-ninth  street 

$2000  00. 
three   months  and  five  days'  1 

interest  due  thereon, "'   ^"  I 

•  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  DD,  heretofore  1 
paid  by  him  into  the^Vidows   Fund,  j 

aud  now  -withdrawn, • .' j  V  ' 

"   Rev  -Isaac  S.  Demund,  heretofore  paid  by 
■  him  into  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  now 

.    withdrawn, V' '  i"  j 

■■  Kasper  Eekhart,  loaned  him  on  his  bond, 
dated  this  day,  secured  by  a  mortgage 
on  his   house"  and  lot,  No.  178  Spring 

street.  New-York, ; ' '  "i  * ' "  i 

"  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.D.,  one  quarter  s  salary 
as  Professor  in  the  Theological  College, 

due  this  day, • •  • | 

"  Rev.  Samuel  A.  A'an  Vranken,  D.D.,  one  j 
quarter's   salary   as   Professor  m  the 

Theological  College,  due  this  day, 1 

<'  Rev.  WUTiam  H.  Campbell,  D.D.,  one  quar- 
ter's salary  as  Professor  m  the  Theolo- 
gical College,  due  this  day, ;  •  • 

"  The  Gas-Light  Company  of  New-Brunswick, 
for  gas-pipes  and  fittings  furnished  tor 

Rutgers  College  building, • 

"  Bailey  &  Rowland,  for  gas-fixtures  Ac,  at 
the  residences  of  Rev.  Drs.  Ludlow  and 
Van  Vranken,  at  New-Brunswick,. .. .  | 
"  Rev.  Ralph  Willis,  heretofore  paid  by  him 
into  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  now  with- 
drawn,   v. l''f 

"   the  following  persons,  their  annuities,  out  ot 

the  income  of  the  Widows'  Fund  for 

the  last  six  months,  due  this  day,  viz. : 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.D.,..  $100  00 

"     Jacob  A.  Lansing 75  ^'^ 

"     Israel  Hammond, JOO  00 

LydiaM.W.Sluyter,. 100  00 

Catherine  K  Van  Wagenen, 100  00 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon, 100  00 

Maria  Rudy l^  00 

Jane  Hunt, ^^  ^0 


35,06013 


Rev  John  M.  Van  Buren,  heretofore  paid  by 
liim  into  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  now 
withdrawn •  • 

the  following  clergymen,  their  travellmg  ex- 
penses, (fcc,  incurred  in  attending  the 
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Brouglit  forward, 

meeting  of  the  Board  of  Superintend- 
ents of  the  Tlieolo^ical  Coll-jge,  held  at 
New- Brunswick  this  day,  viz. : 

Cash  paid  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,  (twice,) $  5  00 

"     Oscar  H.  Gregory, 8  50 

"     G.  L.  Roof, 10  00 

"     Richard  H.  Steele, 8  50 

"     Ransford  Wells,  D.D., 12  50 

"     Henry  Morris, 5  00 

'■     Abraham  I.  Labagh 2  25 

«    John  Whitbeck, 16  00 

"    N.  D.  Williamson 8  00 

"     A.  B.  Winfield, : 3  00 

"    M.L.  Schenck, 5  00 

"    J.  C.  Cruikshank, 4  25 

"    S.  W.Mills, 4  75 

"    C.  Van  Glecf, 7  00 

"    Philip  Peltz, 6  00 

"     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D., 5  00 

"    John  Van  Liew,  (twice,) 4  00 

"    Jacob  C.  Sears, 1  25 


44,986 


33 


"  "  the  following  persons  for  their  travelling  ex- 
penses incurred  in  attending  a  meeting 
of  tlie  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pei'intendents  of  the  Theological  Col- 
lege, for  the  reception  of  Students,  at 
New-Brunswick,  4th  inst.,  viz. : 

Rev.  Abraham  I.  Labagh, «.»...  .,$1  50 

'•    Thomas  C.  Strong 2  00 

•'    John  M.  Ferris, 2  00 

"         "   Peter  K  Wyokoff,  for  repairs,  <fec.,  to  Rut- 
gers College  buildings  and  grounds, . . . 
To  Balance  carried  to  new  account, 
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By  balance  from  last  account, • •  •  • 

Bv  cash  received,  six  months'  interest  on  $6000,  ba- 
^  lance  of  bond  due  21st  of  May  last, 

u  «i  six    months'    interest    on    bond  for 

$6000,  due  Ist  May  last, 

»  «<  collected    in    the    Reformed   Dutch 

Church,  Market  street,  New-York, 

for  the  Widows'  Fund, i 

of  Rev.  William  H.  Van  Doren, 
one  year's  interest  on  the  Mission- 
ary   Prize-Essay  bond,    given  by 

him, •  • 

a  a  of  the  estate    of   Francis    Olmsted, 

.  deceased,  the  principal  of  his  sub- 
scription to  the  Permanent  Fund  of 

General  Synod, •  • 

"  six  months'  interest    on  four  bonds 

of   the   Collegiate    Dutch   Church, 

amounting  to  $26,000 

"  six  months'  interest  on  two  bonds  for 

$1000  each,  due  1st  June  last, 

'<  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 

Company,  a  dividend  on  fifty-three 
shares  of  their  stock,  $5300,  at  five 

per  cent  advance, 

•  "  three      dividends    on    twenty-three 

shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  stock, 
ten   of  which   belong   to  Rutgers 

College :••;•,; 

'            "          of  Ann  M.  Lopez  and  others,  in  full 
payment  of  the  principal  of  their 
bond  to  General  Synod,.  .$3500  00 
six  months'  interest  there- 
on, due  this  day, 105  00 


of  Rev.  G.  Talmage,  the  dying  gift  of 
a  poor  young  woman  to  the  Widows' 
Fund, 

collected  in  the  Second  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  Albany  for  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5750, 
due  this  day, •  •  • 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3500, 
due  1st  inst., 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  at  New-Utrecht,  for  the 
Widows'  Fund, > 

of  John  B.Dingledein,  for  David  Irwin, 
on  account  of  the  principal  of  one 
of  his  bonds  to  General  Synod,  for 
for  $4000, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000, 
due  16th  inst., 
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Brought  forward, 

By  casli  received,  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000, 

due  16th  inst., 

'  "  one  month  and  fifteen  days'  interest 

on  $4000, 

'  "  six  months'  interest  on  $2000,  balance 

of  a  bond  for  $4000,  due  16th  inst., 

'  "  six  months' interest  on  bond  for  $1600, 

due  16th  inst., . .  ^ 

'  *'  six  months' interest  on  bond  for  $2800, 

due  27th  October  last, 

'  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000, 

due  Ist  inst., , 

'  "  six  mouths'  interest  on  three  bonds, 

amounting    to    $11,000,    due    6th 

inst., 

'  "  bLx  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2600, 

due  26th  October  last, 

'  "  six  months' interest  on  bond  for  16000, 

due  1st  inst., 

'  "  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6000, 

due  1st  inst., 

"  six  months'  interest  on  $4000,  balance 

of  bond  for  $10,000,  due  this  day,. 

"  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6000, 

due  1st  inst, 

"  collected    in    the    Reformed    Dutch 

Church,    Six  -  Mile   Eun,    for    tlie 

Widows'  Fund 

'*  six  months'  interest  on   two   bonds 

for  $1000  each,  due  Ist  inst., 

"  six  months'  interest  on  $6000,  balance 

of  bond,  due  21st  November  last, .  . 

"  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 

Conjpany,  a   dividend  on  fifty-five 

shares  of  their  stock,  $5500,   at  4 

per  cent  advance, 

"  of  B.   Livingston  Kip,   Treasurer  of 

the  Board  of  Education;  this 
amount  paid  by  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyck, 
of  Albany,  being  a  donation  by  his 
sister,  Margaret  Ten  Eyck,  deceased, 
for  the  endowment  of  two  scholar- 
ships in  the  Theological  College  of 
our  Church,  to  be  called  "The 
Margaret  Ten  Eyck  Scholarship," 
and  "  The  Catalina  Ten  Eyck  Scho- 
larship," on  the  following  condi- 
tions, viz. : 

The  principal  to  be  invested,  and 
the  interest  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  beneficiary. 

The  principal  to  revert  to  the 
heirs  of  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyck  when- 


29,3G( 
14{ 
3(' 
70 
6i 
9^ 
170 


S8&00 


87 


<J  " 

21 

00 
61 
00 
60 
00 
00 


50 


210  00 

ieo( 

140  ( 
210  ( 


16 

70 

210 

220 


00 
00 
00 

00 


Carried  forward !      31,629 
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1854. 


Cr. 


January 


Brought  forward, •  •  • • 

ever  the   corporate    title    of   our 
Church  shall  be  altered. 

The  beneficiary  of  the  Scholar- 
ships must  be  a  student  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminaiy. 

The  nomination  and  appointment 
of  the  bentficiary  shall  be  made  by 
the  Professors   in  the  Theological 

1  Seminary, 

24  By  cash  received,  six  months'  interest  on  four  bonds 
I     •'  of  the    CoUegiate  Dutch  Church, 

amounting  to  $26,000, 

'<  six    months'    interest    on    bond    for 

$20,000,  due  1st  December  last, .... 
"  of  Quincy  C.  De  Grove,  in  full  pay- 

ment of  his  two  bonds  to  General 

Synod,  amounting  to $5000  00 

int.  due  thereon  to  this  date,  393  50 


31,629 


26 


30 


February 


14 


20 


March 


22 


24 


30 


April 


12 


18 


16 


11 


21 


24 


of  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.D. ;  this 
amount  necessary  to  constitute  him 
a  member  in  full  of  the  Widows' 

Fund, • 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  at  Bergen,  for  the  Widows' 

Fund, Wh" 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5750, 

due  this  day, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3500, 

due  1st  inst., \"  'j' 

one  year's  interest   on  three  bonds, 

amounting  to  $8900, 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  Wi^ne  street,  Jersey  City, 

for  the  Widows'  Fund 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  at  Wynant's  Kill,  for  the 

Widows'  Fund, 

six  months'  interest  on  $3500,  balance 

of  a  bond  for  $4000,  due  16th  inst., 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000, 

due  10th  inst 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000, 

due  this  daj^ 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000, 

due  16th  inst, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000, 

due  16th  inst, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1500, 

due  16th  inst., 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000, 

due  22d  inst, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6000, 
due  this  day, 


82 


Carried  forward, 44,814146 
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1854. 


May 


1853. 

June 


Brought  forward, 

By  cash  receiTcd,  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2800, 
due  27  th  April 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutcli 
Church  at  Hackensack,  for  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

one  year's  interest  on  bond  for  $2000, 
due  1st  April,  belonging  to  the 
Professoral  Fund, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000, 
due  1st  inst., 

six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for 
$11,000,  due  this  day, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000, 
due  1st  inst., 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000, 
due  22d  inbt, 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6000, 
due  1st  inst 

collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church     at    Waterford,    for     the 

•  Widows'  Fund, ; 

of  the  following  persons,  the  interest 
on  their  subscriptions  to  the  Per- 
manent Fund  of  General  Synod, 
due  1st  May,  viz- : 

Est.  of  David^L.  Haight,dec.,$  30  00 
"  Cornelius  Dmyee,  "  15  00 
"      Francis  Olmsted,     "        12  00 

John  Oothout 30  00 

Collegiate  Dutch  Ch.J  K Y.,        300  00 

David  W.  Wetmore, 30  00 

Samuel  Smith, 15  00 

Thomas  G.  Doremue, 30  00 


of  the  following  Classes,  for  Minutes 
of  General  Synod,  viz. : 

Poughkeepsie,  ...    $10  00 

Geneva, 10  00 

Orange, 15  00 

Albany 10  00 

Greene 28  00 

Passaic, 5  25 

Bergen 19  00 

New-York, 27  00 

So.  Long  Island, 22  25 

Schenectady, 43  53 


of  the  following  Classes  and  Churches, 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  Ge- 
neral Svnod,  viz. : 

First  R.  D.  Ch.  at  Glenville, .  .$  7  52 
«  "  Bethlehem,     30  00 

Classis  of  Albany 20  00 


Carried  forward. 


44,814 
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120 
150 

385 
175 
140 


1000 
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462 


190 
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46,838  81 


00 
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1834. 


May 


30 


1853 

June 


Cr. 


Brought  forward, 

BjTHJash  received,  of  B.  Livingston  Kip,  Treasurer  &c., 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  this 
amount,  received  by  him  on  account 
of  a  legacy  by  Moses  Cowan,  de- 
ceased, to  be  invested  for  the  Edu- 
cation Fund, 

"          eighteen  months'  interest  on  bond  for 
$500,  due  14th  March  last, 

"■  of  the  following  clergymen,  their  an- 

nual   payments   to    the    Widows' 
Fund,  viz. : 

Eev.  A.  B.  Winfield, $20  00 

"    Oscar  H.  Gregory, 20  00 

"     Isaac  Ferris,  D.D., 20  00 

"     John  C.   Guldin, 20  00 

"     RansfordWeUs,  D.D.,...    20  00 

"     Goyn  Talmage, 20  00 

"    J.  M.  Coropton, 20  00 

"    Joseph  Wilson,. 20  00 

"    Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  D.D.,   20  00 

*'    John  M.  Van  Buren, 20  00 

"     David  A.  Jones 20  00 

"     Charles  Whitehead, . . . ,   20  00 

"    Edward  H.  May, 20  00 

"     Charles  N.  Waldron, 20  00 

"    Alexander  H.  Warner, . .    20  00 

«     David  D.  Demarest, 20  00 

"     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D., .     20  00 

"     Paul  D.  Van  Cleef, 20  00 

"    William  S.  Heyer, . . 20  00 

"     R.  Ormiston  Currie,  D.D.,   20  00 

"    Brogun  Hoff, 20  00 

"    Samuel  B.  Ay  res, 20  00 

»    Peter  I.  Quick, 20  00 

"    John  L.  Mc.  Nair, 20  GO 

"    Enoch  Van  Aken, 20  00 

"     Charles  Jukes, 20  00 

"    Samuel  Harlow, 20  00 

"    Samuel  B.  Ayres, 20  00 

"     Benjamin  Bassler, 20  00 

"     R.  W.  Knight, 20  00 

"     Charles  S.   Hageman,...    20  00 

.  "    Cyril    Spaulding, 20  00 

"     Samuel  Woodbridge, ...    20  00 

"     Goyn  Talmage, 20  00 

"    Ralph  Willis, -.    20  00 

"     Richard  H.  Steele, 20  00 

"    Garret  L.  Roof, 20  00 

"    John  L.  See, 20  00 

"    Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyck, .    20  00 

"    John  Gray, 20  00 

"    John  C.  Guldin 20  00 

"    Alexander  IL  Warner, . .    20  00 
"     James  M.  Compton, 20  00 


46,838 


Carried  forward 1     47,497181 
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June 


May 


31 


Cr. 


Brought  forward, 

"  Brogun  HofF, 20  00 

"  A.  B.  Winfield, 20  00 

"  Cornelius  WyckofT, 20  00 

"  Isaac  S.  Demund, 20  00 

"  Cornelius  Blauvelt, 20  00 

"  Elbert  S.  Porter, 20  00 

"  William  Lyall, 20  00 

"  Eben  S.  Hammond, 20  00 

''  Isaac  N.  WyckofT,  D.D., .  40  00 

"  N.  D.  Williamson, 20  00 

"  Thomas  B.  Gregory, 20  00 


By  balance  carried  to  new  account, . 


$3,446 ; 


[Errors  excepted.] 


ISAAC  TOUNG,  Treamrer. 


The  subscribers,  appointed  a  Committee  to  examiDe  the  Treasurer's  Accomits,  have  examined 
the  same,  with  the  vouchers  exhibited  by  him,  and  find  them  correct,  leaving  a  balance  due  to 
General  Synod  of  Three  Thousand  Four  Hundred  and  Forty-Six  dollars  and  Thirty-Five  cents. 


Ntno-Torh,  Zd  June,  1864. 


ABM.  VAN  NEST,  »  o^^^ah.. 
W  B.  CROSBY,      \  Cfomrmttee.. 


I^unnal  lij^rf;  185if. 


The  Board  of  Direction  submit  to  General  Synod  their  Annual 
Digest,  as  follows : 

Funds   Devoted    to    Education. 

THE  TAN  BEXSCHOTEN  FU>T>. 

Tills  Fund,  as  reported  by  John  C.  Elmendorf,  Treasurer  of  Eutgers 
College  and  which  is  loaned  upon  bonds  secured  by  mortgages 
upon  property  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  &c.,  amounted,  on  the 

1st  April,  1854,  to 2713  82 

Balance  in  his  hands,  1st  April,  1854, ^' ' 

Interest  on  same  Fund,  due  1st  May,  1854, ••.•.•         -t^o  dv 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the  mterest  ot  tins 

Fund,  during  the  past  year, ___Z^ 

LEGACT  OF  MISS  REBECCA  KNOX. 

The  amount  of  this  Fund,  which  is  loaned  upon  bond  secured  by  mort- 

gage  on  property  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  is i  oq  oo 

Interest  due  on  this  Fund,  1st  May,  1854, •  •  •  •  ■  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  John  C.  Elmendorf;  Treasurer,  1st  April,  1854,  z^6_u. 

Education  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  on  bonds 

secured  by  mortgages,  for  education  purposes, • •  *^»,"oo  "" 

Balance  of  prmcip^  m  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod,  ^^^  ^^ 

31st  May,  1854, ^^  gg 

Balance  of  interest  in  his  hands  on  that  day, - 

Widows'  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction,   on  bonds 

secured  by  mortgages,  for  the  Widows'  Fund,  •••••••••  •  •  •  •  • :  •  •  ^^-' '  J"  "" 

Balance  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasm-er  of  General  Synod,    .  991  9- 

There  has  been  paid  to  annuitants,  out  of  the  mcome  of  the  J^und, 

during  the  past  year,  arising  from  mterest  on  the  Fund  and  pay-         ^^^  ^^ 
ments  by  subscribers  thereto, ! 

Permanent  Professoral  Fund. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which  have  been  col- 
lected and  invested  on  the  subscriptions  for  the  Professorships^  a^ 
well  as  the  moneys  formerly  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Trustees  of  Rut- 
gers CoUege,  viz. : 
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Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  bonds  and  mortgages  of 
real  estate,  (except  three  bonds  of  the  Collegiate  Dutch  Church, 
New-York,  which  are  not  accompanied  by  mortgages,) $34,865  00 

Balance  of  the  Professoral  Fund,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  CoUege,  and  transferred  to  General  Synod,  as  per 
account  of  John  C.  Elmendorf,  Agent,  &c.,  on  the  1st  May.  1854, 
which  is  loaned  on  bond  secured  by  mortgage  on  property  in  the 
State  of  New-Jei-sc}', 2,000  00 

Twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock,  ten  of  which  belong  to 

Rutgers  College,  valued  at 230  00 

Amount  of  unpaid  subscriptions  to  the  Permanent  Fund  of 

General  Synod, $13,250  00 

Deduct  this  amountr  which  the  Boai'd  believe  can  not  be 

coUected, 6,259  00 

Leaving- subscriptions  supposed  to  be  good, $'7, OOP  00 

Board  of  Domestic  Mitiiiiions. 

There  have  been  invested  for  this  Board,  on  bond  secured  bv  mort- 
gage,   ' $250  00 

minute*)  of  Oeueral  Synod. 

There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  during  the  past 

year, $190  03 

And  there  has  been  paid  for  printing  Minutes,  paper,  &c., 234  54 

Balance  in  Bank  to  the  credit  of  General  Synod, $3,446  35 

Of  this  balance,  a  part  is  capital  to  be  invested,  and  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  is  required  to  meet  claims  now  due. 

ABM.  YAN  NEST,  President. 
TPIEO.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  ) 
JOHN   KNOX,  [Directors. 

W.   B.  CROSBY,  ) 

ISAAC   YOUNG,   Treasure): 
Kew-York,  May  3lsf,  1854. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation.  On 
counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen :  Mr. 
Aliraharn  Van  Nest,  President ;  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,  and  Messrs. 
William  B.  Crosby  and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  Directors;  and  Mr. 
Isaac  Young,  Treasurer, 


412  JUNE,  1854. 

ARTICLE  V. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  of  Southern  Africa,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Correspondence.     (See  Appendix.) 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Table  or  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Vaudois  Church  of  Piedmont,  accompanied  with  an 
account  of  the  state  and  labors  of  the  Church,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence.     (See  Appendix.) 

The  following  Report  was  received  from  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  last  Synod,  (page  373,)  to  collect  funds  on  behalf  of  the  Church 
of  the  Waldenses,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence : 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Eeformed  Butch  Church : 

The  General  Synod,  at  its  session  in  1853,  welcomed  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Revel,  the  Moderator  of  the  Waldensian  General  Synod,  dele- 
gated in  their  behalf;  and  recommended  the  claims  of  the  Waldensian 
Churches  to  our  churches.  They  also  passed  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution : 

"  In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  General  Synod,  which  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions  the  matter  of  $400  annually  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  Professorship  among  the  Waldenses  at  Latour,  in  Piedmont, 
the  Committee  would  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

''Resolved,  Haat  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  De  Witt,  and  the 
Elders  Van  Nest  and  C.  F.  Crosby,  be  authorized  to  raise,  by  contri- 
butions from  the  members  of  the  Dutch  Church,  the  sum  of  $400,_to 
be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a  Professor  in  the  Waldensian 
College  of  Latour."  _ 

In  consequence  I  made  an  appeal,  as  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  m 
behalf  of  this  object.  In  consequence,  the  sum  of  $579.25  has  been 
collected  from  the  following  sources  :  July  25,  A  few  friends  in  the 
R.  D.  Church,  Coxsackie,  $12;  Sept.  11,  Edward  Smith,  N.  \.,  $25; 
Sept.  15,  Maurice  E.  Viele,  $25 ;  Oct.  17,  Collection  in  Lafayette- 
Place  B.  D.  Church,  N.  Y.,  $271.25;  Oct.  27,  Mrs.  Remsen,  Dutch- 
ess county,  $5 ;  Oct.  29,  "A  friend,"  $20;  Nov.  2,  X.,  $5  ;  Nov.  3  S. 
B.  S.,  $20 ;  Nov.  4,  J.  Bogert,  Jr.,  $20 ;  Dec.  1,  "  Thanksgivmg,  $10 ; 
Dec  4,  Rev.  J.  Gardner,  collection  in  the  Dutch  Ref.  Church,  Har- 
lingen,  N.  J.,  $12;  Dec.  9,  J.  Young,  $10;  Feb.  28,  Rev  S  M. 
Woodbridge,  collected  in  2d  R.  D.  Church,  New-Brunswick,  $24; 
March  8,  "A  friend,"  N.  Y.,  $20;  March  8,  "A  friend,"  N.  Y.,  $50; 
April  11,  "A  friend,"  Ulster  county,  $50.     Total,  $579.25. 

Of  this  sum,  four  hundred  dollars  were  remitted  in  October  last, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  A.  &  F.  Christian  Union 
The  remainder  will  soon  be  remitted.     As  the  resolution  of  Synod 
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contemplates  the  continuance  of  four  hundred  dollars,  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  the  appointment  of  a  new  Committee  to  effect  this 
object. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  DE  WITT. 

In  consequence  of  the  appointment  of  this  Ck)mmittee,  I  sent  by  Mr. 
Revel,  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Vaudois  Synod  of  Piedmont.  He 
stated  that  their  Synod  met  annually  on  the  last  week  in  May,  until 
which  time  it  could  not  be  laid,  but  that  he  would,  in  the  mean  time, 
lay  it  before  their  Standing  or  Executive  Committee,  (called  by  them 
the  Table,)  to  whom  the  general  oversight  of  the  Church  is  committed 
in  the  interval  between  the  sessions  of  the  Synod.  I  have  recently 
received  from  this  Committee  an  affectionate  letter  to  our  General 
Synod,  together  with  an  accompanying  statement  of  the  present  state 
of  their  churches,  and  of  their  labors  during  the  past  year,  which, 
together  with  a  translation  from  the  French,  is  herewith  transmitted. 

T,  D.  W. 

Rev.  John  M.  Krebs,  D.D.,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  appeared 
in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  appointment,  took 
his  seat  as  a  Corresponding  Delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  m  the  United  States. 

The  following  Report  was  received  from  Rev.  Ransford  Wells, 
D.D.,  the  Delegate«appointed  to  attend  the  last  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  which  was 
^referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence : 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church: 

The  undersigned,  having  had  the  honor  to  be  commissioned  by  the 
last  Synod  as  your  Delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  would  respectfully  report :  That  he  was  present  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo,  May  18th,  1854,  when  the  Assembly  met ;  that  he  was 
WgWy  gratified  with  the  facility  and  good  order  with  which  that  large 
body,  consisting  of  nearly  300  members,  was  organized  and  prepared 
for  business ;  and  that  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  solemn  and 
devotional  spirit  which  seemed  to  characterize  their  opening  exercises. 
Your  Delegate  was  received  with  great  cordiality  and  brotherly  affec- 
tion, as  expressive  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  the  Assembly  holds 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  their  earnest  desire  to  continue  this 
friendly  correspondence,  exchanging  our  mutual  congratulations,  and 
offering  up  our  united  prayers  for  each  other's  prosperity.  Your  Dele- 
gate reciprocated  this  kind  feeling,  assured  the  Assembly  of  your  un- 
diminished confidence,  and  pledged  your  active  cooperation  in  every 
food  word  and  work  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom, 
[e  expressed  the  opinion,  that  if  at  any  time  there  had  been  any  feeling 
of  jealousy  or  rivalry,  it  was  local  and  temporary,  and  might  easily 
be  adjusted  by  a  little  mutual  concession,  without  disturbing  the  gene- 
ral harmony  a  moment ;  and  that  the  mass  of  our  respective  churches 
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were  one  in  spirit  and  in  purpose,  as  they  are  one  in  doctrine,  and 
ZeXen    and  forms  of  4orslnp.     This  declaration  met  a  hear  y 
fespo^rfrom  the  Assembly,  with  an  intimation  that  nothmg  shoul 
be  C^'ng  on  their  part  to  cherish  and  perpetuate  an  unselfish  and 
disinterest°ed  union  and  fellowship.  raNSFORD  WELLS. 

JuTie  Gih,  1854. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  Report  was 
accepted,  nnammously  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  respectfully  report : 
In  the  absence  of  any  copy  of  the  printed  Minutes  of  the  late  meet- 
in.  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  report 
of"  Rev  Dr.  Wells,  the  Delegate  of  our  Synod  to  that  body  states 
that  he  attended  its  session  in  the  city  of  Buifalo,  and  was  gratified  with 
the  evidences  of  the  continued  proiperity  of  the  churches  under  its 
ca?e  and  with  the  growing  influence  of  this  important  branch  of  the 
SI  of  airist  in^this  coWry.  He  was  welcomed  with  great  cor- 
diality and  brotherly  aflection  by  the  Assembly,  and  was  -^^^^^  of 
the  profound  interest  entertained  m  our  welfare  by  that  bod) . 

Yoiu  Committee  rejoice  to  learn  that  it  is  well  with  them,  and  that 
their  wious  institutioL  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospe   --^^^^^^^^^^ 
ance  of  the  truth,  at  home  and  abroad,  are  blessed  ^Y^h  the  Di  me 
favor      Your  delegate  was  also  assured  that  nothmg  should  be  wan  - 
inlon  their  part  to  cherish  and  perpetuate  the  interchange  of  Oirist- 
aS   fel  owsh  p   which  has   hitherto  been   so   happily  and    cordially 
s^stied^^  b/  the    mutual    exhibition   of   -^f--j":^;t. 
esteem.     It  is  matter  of  regret  to  your  Committee    hat  an)  cause  ot 
complaint  respecting  the  action  of  subordinate  judicatories  of  that 
Sh  shoulcf  threalen  to  disturb  the  friendly  and  cordial  intercour  e 
WW  li  has  so  long  subsisted,  and  they  would,  in  advance  express  the^ 
f"n  confidence  in  the  readi^iess  of  the  General  A-mWy  1^  disavow 
any  act  which  shall  be  sho-^ii  to  be  m  contravention  of    he  artici^ 
which  regulate  the  correspondence  between  the  two  Churches.     Fiom 
Ihe  proceeding's  of  the  pirticular  Synod  of  Albany,  it  appears  that  the 
Clasps  s  of  Ulster  has  referred  a  coinplaint  to  this  bod^^  m  due  form 
alleS-   hat  the  Rules  of  Correspondence  between  the  General  Synod 
of  trKeforn  ed  Dutch  Church  ami  the  General  Assembly,  have  been 
IJX^^  the  action  of  the  North  ^iv- Jresbyt.r^  in 
receiving  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Smuller,  a  member  of  that  Uassis^ 
wTthout'a  dismission  to  thi  Presbytery  aiul  ^J^f'^^^fZ 
errant  any  other  than  a  dismission  to  the  Classis  ot  Philadelphia  and 
fotwithsLding  an  explanation  of  the  nature,  ^^^-^TT^I^ 
of  this  certificate  of  dismission,  and  an_  intimation  that  Mr.  SmuUer 
was  not  to  be  regarded  as  rectus  m  cuna,  on  '^ff^^;^;^.^^  f '^^-^^'^^ 
allegations  made  subsequent  to  the  granting  of  that  ^^^tificate 

In  relation  to  this  part  of  the  complamt,  so  far  as  the  cMdence 
sti  on  the  record,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  complamt 
of  the  Classis  calls  for  the  earnest  attention  of  this  Synod. 
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As  the  allegations  touching  the  standing  of  Mr.  Snuiller  were  made 
prior  to  his  reception  by  the  North  River  Presbytery,  these  charges 
are  cognizable  by  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  and  do  not  belong  to  the 
Presbytery  as  the  competent  tribunal  in  the  case. 

The  second  gronnd  of  complaint  is,  that  after  the  reception  of 
Mr.  Smnller  by  the  Presbytery,  the  same  body,  by  a  committee,  pro- 
ceeded to  organize  a  Presbyterian  Church  wholly  of  members  of  the 
2d  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  who  had  not  been  dismissed  by  the  Con- 
sistory of  the  Church.  It  appears  1  hat  application  was  made  for  cer- 
tificates of  dismission  to  the  Consistory,  but  action  on  the  same  was 
postponed.  Whether  the  Consistory  was  justified  or  not  in  withhold- 
ing these  certificates,  is  not  important  in  the  adjudication  of  this  case. 
The  duty  of  the  members  of  the  2d  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  King- 
ston was  plainly  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  If  they  felt  ag- 
grieved by  the  action  of  the  Consistory,  the  way  of  appeal  was  open 
to  the  Classis,  and  in  regular  gradation  to  the  higher  judicatures  of  the 
Church,  and  the  Presbytery  had  not  only  no  right,  but  was  forbidden 
by  the  Rules  of  Correspondence  to  forestall  the  regular  course  of 
ecclesiastical  action,  and  at  once  receive  them  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Tlic  members  of  the  2d  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  of  Kingston,  were  bound  by  covenant  obligations  to  obey  the 
constitutional  authority,  and  follow  the  constitutional  law  prescribed 
by  the  order  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church ;  and  by  the  Rules  of 
Correspondence,  the  Presbytery  was  equally  boinid  to  abstain  from 
all  interference  with  the  administration  of  our  discipline. 

In  view  of  this  statement,  your  Conmittee  would  offer  the  following 
resolution ; 

Whereas,  the  action  of  the  North  River  Presbytery,  in  the  recep- 
tion of  Mr.  SmuUer,  and  in  the  organization  of  a  Presbyterian  Church 
composed  wholly  of  members  of  the  2d  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at 
Kmgston,  who  had  not  been  dismissed  by  the  Consistory  of  that 
church,  was  contrary  to  the  Articles  of  Correspondence,  therefore, 

Resolved.  That  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  be  called,  through  our  appointed  delegate,  to  this  vio- 
lation of  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  the  Articles  of  Correspondence, 
with  the  request  that  it  will  take  such  action  as  the  circumstances  seem 
to  demand. 

Your  Committee  have  received  a  document  c>f  great  interest  from 
the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Southern  Africa,  express- 
ive of  their  afti-ction  for  this  Synod,  and  furnishing  valuable  informa- 
tion respecting  the  churches  imder  their  care,  andVould  recommend 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  suitable  response  to  the 
cordial  salutations  of  these  brethren. 

They  have  also  to  report  a  communication  fi-om  the  Moderator  of 
the  Vaudois  Synod,  Rev.  J.  Revel,  respecting  the  condition  and  labors 
of  the  Yaudois  Church  of  Piedmont  during  the  vear  1854,  and  a  state- 
ment from  the  members  of  the  Yaudois  Table,  thanking  this  Synod 
for  the  cordial^  adoption  of  means  by  which  they  have  been  aided  in 
the  support  of  their  institutions  of  learning.  Your  Committee  would 
suggest  the  following  resolution  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  the  ancient  Church  of  the  Waldenses 
belrrnestlV  commended  to  the  liberal  consideration  of  the  xnembers 
of  our  churches,  and  that  whenever  circumstances  permit,  collections 
be  taken  for  the  benefit  of  their  institutions. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  ^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

Kev.  Jacob  Van  Vechteu,  Ebenezer  Wiggins,  and  the  Elder  'momas 
Talraacre  were  appointed  the  Committee  contemplated  in  the  Report 
of  the^Committee  on  Correspondence,  to  answer  the  letter  received 
from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  South  Africa. 

The  Committee,  at  their  request,  were  subsequently  discharged, 

and  it  was  . 

EeBolved,  That  the  President  and  Adsessor  be  appointed  to  answer 
the  letter  from  the  Synod  of  Southern  Africa. 

Wievms,  our  Church  has  correspondence  with  only  one  body  ot  our 
fellow  Christians  in  this  land,  and  it  is  very  desirable,  in  this  day  of 
rebuke  and  blasphemy,  that  all  who  hold  to  the  Head  should  mamfest 
in  some  visible  form  their  substantial  maion,  therefore, 

Uesohed,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  extending  the  sphere  of  our  correspondence  with  other 
Evangelical  Churches,  whether  by  exchange  of  delegates,  or  by  letter, 
or  otherwise,— said  Committee  to  report  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

Rev  Thomas  De  Witt,  Gustavus  Abeel,  and  Thomas  M.  Strong, 
and  the  Elders  Jacob  B.  Wood  and  Theodore  Erelmghuysen,  were 
appointed  the  Committee  contemplated  in  the  above  resolution. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double  num- 
ber of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when 
the  following  were  chosen:  Rev.  Robert  P.  Lee,  Prman«s  ;  and  Rev. 
George  H.  Eisher,  D.D.,  Secundus. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

SYNODICAL   REPORTS    ON    THE    STATE    OF    THE    CHURCHES. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spend  a  part 
of  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session  in  religious  exercises, 
conducted  agreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a  committee  for 
that  purpose,  consisting  of  Rev.  Robert  P.  Lee,  Charles  S.  Hegemau, 
and  the  Elder  John  C.  Newkirk. 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  making  arrangements  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  also  that  of  holdmg 
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ix  morning  prayer-meeting  during  the  session  of  the  Synod,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Religious  Exercises. 

In  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  last  General  Synod,  the  sacia- 
ment  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  observed  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
second  day  of  the  session.  The  exercises  were  conducted  agreeably  to 
a  plan  previously  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Religious  Exercises. 

Certain  resolutions  were  presented  in  relation  to  pastoral  cateche- 
tical instruction,  and  the  expounding  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  Report 
was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Another  year  has  added  its  history  to  our  Church.  The  solemn 
account  of  its  responsibilities  and  issues  has  gone  before  us  to  be 
adjudged  by  its  great  Head,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  We 
now  pause  to  inquire  what  may  be  the  character  of  that  testimony 
which  another  year  may  have  given  in  at  that  solemn  tribunal,  and  to 
give  heed  to  the  instruction  Avhich  such  a  retrospect  is  so  well  fitted 
to  impart. 

In  this  review,  dear  brethren,  three  objects  of  deep  and  solemn 
interest,  indicative  of  the  state  of  the  Church,  present  themselves  to 
our  consideration : 

1.  The  liberality  of  her  members; 

2.  The  increase  of  her  numbers  ;  and 

3.  The  efficiency  of  her  ministry. 

1.  Liberality  of  those  who  profess  to  be  the  followers  of  Him  who, 
although  he  was  rich,  yet  for  .our  sakes  became  poor,  is  one  important 
test  ^  of  their  love  to  him.  The  consecration  of  all  that  he  has  to  his 
Divine.Master  is  the  condition  of  the  believer's  hopes  and  the  evidence 
of  his  feith.  Hence,  in  ascertaining  the  religious  state  of  the  whole 
Church,  we  look  to  the  amount  that  has  been  contributed  to  the  many 
benevolent  objects  of  the  day. 

In  the  year  1853,  we  find  the  sum  of  $59,955.58  as  the  contributions 
of  that  year.  We  have  cause  for  thankfulness  that  the  present  year 
shows  an  important  increase.  The  whole  amount  contributed  in  the  year 
1854  is  $73,887.84;  of  this,  $16,328.81  was  raised  in  the  bounds  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  and  $57,559.30  in  those  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  New- York.  These  contributions  have  gone  forth  spreading 
in  every  direction  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel,  and  have  already 
mingled  with  the  streams  of  mercy  that  shall  continue  to  flow  on 
amidst  the  rivers  of  sin  until  the  Saviour  shall  see  of  the  travail  of 
his  soul  and  be  satisfied. 

Yet  we  must  not  flatter  ourselves  that  we  have  as  a  Church  reached 
the  limits  of  duty,  or  supplied  the  demands  upon  our  charities.  This 
is  the  sum  total  reported  for  benevolent  objects  by  198  out  of  322 
congregations.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  naany  churches  have  failed 
to  send  up  any  report.  In  the  Synod  of  New- York  there  are  42 
delinquents,  and  in  the  Synod  of  Albany  82  have  not  reported.  Can 
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we  conclude  that  so  many  have  done  nothing  for  the  cause  of  the  Re- 
deemer ?  We  have  still  a  great  work  to  do.  The  Treasury  of  our 
Home  Missions  is  exhausted ;  the  ministry  poorly  sustanied ;  the 
spirit  of  benevolence  is  scantily  diffiised.  The  whole  heart  of  the 
Church  is  not  yet  aroused  to  bring  the  tithes  into  the  store-house, 
to  prove  the  Lord  whether  he  will  not  pour  us  out  a  blessing  so 
that  there  shall  not  be  room  to  hold  it.  .        ^   ■.         ^      /• 

2    The  increase  of  her  members  is  another  mdication  ot  the  state  ot 
the  Church     During  the  last  year,  the  whole  number  received  into  the 
Church  has  been,  by  confession,  1598;  by  certificate,  1540;  in-all,  3138. 
In   comparing  this  return  with  that  of  last  year,  we  have  cause  tor 
regret      Then  the  number  received  by  confession  was  1759,  and  by 
certificate  1441,  making  in  all  3200;  so  that  we  have  not  done  as 
well  this  year  as  last.     True  there  have  been  in  some  portions  ot  the 
Church  times  of  refreshing.     The  Classical  Report  from  the  Particular 
Synod  of  New-York  states  that  all  the  Classes  speak  in  general  terms 
of  encouragement ;  very  few  of  the  whole  number  of  their  Churches  are 
without  accessions  by  conversions.     The  Particular  Synod  of  Albany 
also  speak  of  extensive  revivals  of  religion  within  their  borders;  still 
there  has  not  been  throughout  the  whole  Church,  in  comparison  with 
last  year,  a  gain  of  numbers ;  on  the  contrary,  there  has  been  a  decrease. 
This  is  the  more  striking  from  the  fact,  that  in  our  benevolent  operations 
and  the  addition  of  new  churches,  there  has  been  an  advance  m  the 
prosperity  of  the  Church.     This  fact  calls  for  serious  reflection,  earn- 
est prayer,  and  true  humiliation.     All  that  we  plan  and  execute  in 
regard  to  our  institutions  and  operations  has  but  this  great  object  m 
view  the  winning  of  souls  to  Christ.     We  are  in  conflict  with  mighty 
powers,  to  wrest  from  his  grasp  the  sceptre  which  Satan  wields  over 
the  hearts  of  men,  and  to  bring  the  captives  of  sin  into  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God.     What  avails  our  wealth,  our  splendor 
our  talents,  or  our  zeal,  if  we  fail  to  accomplish  thisl     Brethren,  is  God 
straitened,  are   his  promises   vain?     We  ought  not  to  be  satisfied 
with  this  state  of  decline.     Are  there  not  causes  for  it  ?     It  is  lor  you 
to  answer  this  question.     But  may  we  be  permitted  to  suggest  that 
one  great  cause  is  the  neglect  to  give  proper  attention  to  the  baptized 
youth  of  our  Church?     Their  relations  to  the  Church,  their  responsi- 
bilities, their  privileges,  are  they  prominently  presented,  and  assidu- 
ously urged  ^     Are  not  the  young  left  too  much  to  Sabbath-school 
instruction  alone,  while  that  of  the  Christian  family  circle  is  neglected 
instead  of  being  gathered  under  the  maternal  wing  of  the  Church,  and 
cherished  and  fed  and  cared  for,  until  they  feel  that  they  belong  to  her 
as  to  a  mother,  and  owe  her  love  and  service  and  obedience  i 

Your  Committee  feel  that  this  subject  is  one  of  vast  moment  now  ; 
amidst  the  spirit  of  worldliness,  the  power  of  fashion,  the  prevalence 
of  error  and  infidelity,  our  youth  are  encompassed  by  dangers  that  on 
every  hand  threaten  their  ruin  before  the  ripeness  of  maturer  years 
capacitates  them  to  resist  the  force  of  these  temptations.  The  Church 
ought  not  to  loose  her  hold  at  any  time  of  those  she  has  received  into 
her  bosom  by  baptism.  Tlieir  relations  as  baptized  members  should 
early  and  often  be  explained   to   them   and   inculcated  upon  their 
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parents.  These  means,  jn-uptily  and  practically  employed,  will  not  be 
without  the  divine  blessing.  "Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should 
go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it." 

3.  The  efficiency  of  the  ministry  is,  above  all  others,  the  index  of  the 
state  of  the  Church.  For  good  or  ill  it  has  ever  wrought  with  tremend- 
ous force  upon  the  hopes  or  fears,  the  life  or  death  of  the  world.  As  it 
ever  has  been,  so  it  is  now.  It  is  not  our  provhice  to  look  beyond  our 
own  Church;  but  in  reporting  upon  its  religious  state,  we  regard  ihis  as 
the  great  agency  of  our  position  and  progress.  The  ministry  shapes  the 
Church:  a  worldly,  ambitjrous  ministry  will  make  a  formal  and  proud 
C'hui-ch.  Of  course  we  speak  of  the  visible  body  of  professing  Christ- 
ians. Hence  the  enemies  of  God,  impelled  by  the  god  of  this  world, 
direct  their  efforts  to  degrade  the  ministry  "of  Christ  to  a  low  and 
worldly  level.  Having  accomplished  this,  they  control  the  religioiis 
state  of  the  Church. 

In  our  own  Church  we  have  caiuse  to  hope  much  good  from  the 
appearance  presented  by  our  ministry ;  ^ell-instructed,  zealous,  and 
generally  youthful,  they  hold  out  the  promise  of  great  usefulness.  It 
would  not  become  this  occasion  to  indulge  in  laudations  of  our 
I'ffice;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  more  proper  to  exhort  one  another, 
and  to  himible  ourselves  before  God  that  we  have  been  so  unprofit- 
able. 

Seven  of  our  brethren  have  been  called  away  from  the  field  of  their 
earthly  labors  to  their  eternal  reward  :  The  Eev.  Cornelius  Bogardus, 
liev.  William  Boyce,  Eev.  Alexander  H.  Bishop,  Rev.  Jonathan  W. 
Rowland,  Rev.  William  Cruikshank,  Rev,  Garret  I.  Garretson,  Rev. 
Garret  Mandeville.  They  all  died  either  with  their  harness  on,  or  were 
dragged  wounded  from  the  battle-field.  Sad  to  say,  and  yet  it  is  unde- 
niable, that  the  supply  of  the  ministry  scarcely  equals  its  numerical  loss. 
These  mementoes  of  our  mortality  admonish  us  to  be  up  and  doing. 
Every  meeting  of  Synod  reminds  us  of  the  absence  of  some  whom 
our  eyes  shall  no  inore  see  on  earth.  The  shadows  of  our  life  are 
lengthening,  and  the  twilight  of  our  mortal  day  is  coming  rapidly 
upon  us  all.  Watchman,  what  of  the  night !  Think  of  it  as" we  may. 
flatter  ourselves  as  we  often  do,  the  world  is  still  in  conflict  with  the 
Son  of  God.  The  spirit  of  mammon  is  the  antagonist  of  the  spirit  of 
holiness.  The  spirit  of  the  age  is  in  one  sense  the  spirit  of  God,  has- 
tening on  by  physical  and  moral  agencies  the  destinies  of  the  world; 
l»ut  in  another  sense  it  is  the  development  of  a  pure  materialism  in 
its  worst  forms  of  sensualism  and  wild  licentiousness.  The  ministin- 
is,  under  God,  the  hope  and  salvation  of  the  world ;  an  efficient  minis- 
try consists  in  sermons  writ  by  minds  enlightened  Ijy  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  moulded  in  the  furnace  of  hearts  glowing  with  love  to  Christ, 
and  delivered  m  the  intensity  of  a  desire  to  save  souls.  It  is  the  exam- 
ple of  a  life  consecrated  to  God,  elevated  above  the  world's  fashions, 
doing  right  in  despite  of  the  world's  opinions,  and  doing  nothing  out 
of  strife  or  vain  glory.  Such  a  ministry  will  always  be  successful; 
another  is  but  the  counterfeit,  an  ecclesiastical  charlatanry,  sounding 
brass,  noisy  impudence,  and  tinkling  cymbal,  a  pulpit  hand-organ. 
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A  resolution  has  been  submitted  to  this  Synod  requesting  the  atten- 
tion of  Particular  Synods  to  the  plan  proposed  for  associating  with 
the  usual  business  the  promotion  of  the  spirituality  and  enterprises 
of  the  Cliurch.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  meetings  of  Particular 
Synod  are  too  much  devoted  to  mere  business.  The  spiritual  and 
devotional  ought  certainly  to  be  the  important  elements  of  all  ecclesi- 
astical bodies.  With  this  view  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church  appointed  in  1847,  recommended  that  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Particular  Synods  the  Synodical  Pteport  on  the  State  of  Religion  be 
read,  the  Lord's  Supper  be  commemorated,  and  the  anniversary  of  one 
or  more  of  the  benevolent  Boards  of  the  Church  be  observed.  In 
accordance  with  these  views,  your  Committee  propose  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Particular  Synods  to  con- 
nect with  their  other  services  the  admiaistration  of  the  Lord's  Supper ; 
and  to  the  several  bodies  of  our  Church,  so  to  arrange  their  anniver- 
sary celebrations  as  to  hold  them  during  and  in  connection  with  the 
i-ogular  meetings  of  one  or  more  of  the  Particular  Synods  of  our  Church. 
In  relation  to  the  resolutions  submitted  to  them  in  regard  to  cate- 
chetical instruction  and  explanation,  your  Committee  feel  that  the 
Church  needs  to  be  more  fiilly  awakened  to  the  importance  of 
teaching  the  truths  contained  in  our  o^vn  standards.  It  is  also  true 
that  some  of  our  ministry  need  to  be  moved  to  the  duty  which  their 
[position  under  the  Constitution  requires.  But  your  Committee  gladly 
hail  an  improvement  in  the  work  of  preaching  upon  the  Heidelbergh 
Catechism,  and  feel  assured  that  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution 
and  Acts  of  General  Synod  are  abundantly  sufficient.  In  order  to 
.iwaken  attention  to  these  requirements,  your  Committee  offer  the  fol- 
lowing'resolutions  : 

L  Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Church  and  ministry  be  called 
to  the  catechetical  instruction  of  the  children  and  youth,  and  that  the 
(:;iasses  and  Consistories,  in  their  proper  spheres,  be  enjoined  to  provide 
1  that  all  the  youth  in  their  churches  be  instructed  in  the  Catechism  at 
least  once  in  each  month. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Pastors  and  Classes  be  enjoined  to  comply 
strictly  with  Chap.  2,  Art.  2,  Sec.  13  of  the  Constitution. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Particular  Synod  be  directed  to  send  up  to 

^^eneral  Synod  a  transcript  of  the  classical  records  in  regard  to  the 

answers  to  the  second  and  third  Constitutional  questions  proposed  at 

the  spring  session  of  each  Classis.   . 

Rcspectfidly  submitted. 

G.  ABEEL,  Chairman. 
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AETICLE  VII. 

S  Y  K  O  D  I  C  A  L     K  E  F  E  R  E  N  C  S  S . 

Tlie  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their  Report 
was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Sjmodical  Minutes  would  ^'f  P^^^^^.^^^J^P^S 
that  ha4'g  examined  the'  minutes  of  the  la^t  General  Synod,  they  find 
nntliiiio-  f-laimmo'  their  attention,  ^      .    i       o        i   «p 

"tnlhe  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Pax-t.cu  ar  Synod  ef 
New-York  p.  22.  is  found  a  resolution,  emanatmg  from  the  Classisot 
l^ll^refLingto  this  body  a  circular  from  Rev  John  Garretson, 
in  rega  -d  to  the  establishment  of  a  sustentation  fund. 

On  the  same  pase  we  find  a  reterence  ot  several  Classes  to  thi»  Sjttod 
of  te  Wvole^.tVoject  of  Mr.  Saml.  B.  Schieftelin,  m  reference  to 

""^^24,  under  the  article  'Xlmrch  Government,"  is  found  a  reso^ 
lution  reouestin^.  this  General  Svnod  to  organize  a  ne.^  P^iticular 
SP  t7be  caUed  the  Particular  S>'nod  of  New-Bmnswu.k,  to^^^ 
c-omposed  of  the  following  Classes :  Bergen,  Passaic,  Paiam^^^^ 
Bniswick.  PhUadelphia,  Illinois,  and  the  new  Qa^sis  ot  ^onmouth 

Also  on  the  same  pacre  is  a  resolution  requesting  this  bod.>  to  call 
the  atlnUon  of  rPaiticvdarSyno^  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
SmSt  cTo^^  State  of  the  Church  for  associating  with  the  usual 
bu  h^e  s  he  promotion  of  the  spiriUiality,  and  the  enterprises^  of  the 
CWh      (See  Report  of  Cmimittee  on  State  of  the  Church,  1848, 

^-  ^^ 'S^r  S^X'5^^1-  Synod  of  Albany,  P-  ^,  -  fmd  a  . 
resoludoror  '  inatina  with  the  Classis  of  Michigan,  and  referred  by 
sa  d  CilTo'tWs  body,  requesting  that  ^orne  provision  be  made  for 
defying  the  expensed  of  delegates,  by  establishmg  a  t mad  fox  thao 

^Xo^onthesamepageisfoundtherefei^nceofaReportofac^^^^^ 
of  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  relating  to  an  alleged  -^^lation  o    the  artides 
of  correspondence  established  between  the  General  Synod  ot    tlie 
J^efomd  Dutch  Church  and  the  Old  School  f-sbytexi^ 
The  Report  appears  to  have  been  unammously  adopted  by  the  Oiass.s, 
and  is  herewitli  presented.  ^    ^,    . 

Respectfully  Submitted.  JOHN  G.  F.  HOES,  Ckaum^n. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  Report  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  a  Sustentation  Fund  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  John  Simonson,  and  Samuel  G.  bearie, 
and  the  Elders  Albert  Chrystie  and  James  Lewis. 

Besolve<i,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the  benevo- 
lent project  of  Mr.  S.  B.  Schieffolin,  on  the  subject  of  Parochial  Schools, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Besolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  Report  as  relates  to  the  subject 
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•of  associating  with  the  usual  business  of  the  courts  of  the  Church,  the 
promotion  of  the  spirituality  and  the  enterprises  of  the  Church,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion. 

Ecsoh'ed,  That  so  nun-h  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  establishing 
a  Fund  for  defraying  the  expc-uses  of  delegates,  be  referred  to  a 
special  cominittee,  consisting  of  Rev.  John  Proudiit,  Ira  C.  Boice,  and 
the  Eldei-s  James  Myers,  V.  H.  Willis,  and  Adam  IT.  Ilagar. 

Hesoh'fd,  That  so  nuich  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  an  alleged 
violation  of  the  rules  of  cori-espondence  between  the  General  Synod 
and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pcesbytei'ian  Church,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  reported,  and 
their  Report  was  accepted,  vnanlmoushj  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  pi-esent  the 
following  report  on  the  subjects  submitted  to  them : 

1.  In  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  Rc^'.  John  S.  Ebaugh 
against  the  Classis  of  New- York,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  complainant  has  run  counter  to  the  usage  of  the  Church,  if  not  to 
the  letter  of  her  law,  in  ])assiiig  l)y  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York, 
to  which  the  Classis  of  New- York  belongs,  and  in  presenting  his  com- 
plaint in  the  Jirst  ins-tance  to  the  General  Synod. 

Moreover.  ]\[r.  Ebaugh  was  boimd,  if  he  would  table  a  complaint 
against  the  Classis,  to  give  that  Court  due  notice  of  his  intention.  But 
there  is  no  evidence  before  your  Committee  that  such  notice  has  been 
given. 

And  further,  your  Committee  discover  nothing  in  the  language  or  the 
spirit  of  the  paper  in  their  hands,  indicative  of  a  state  of  mind  such  as 
it  would  be  gratitying  to  see  in  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  occupymg  a 
position  befnrt'  the  Church  and  the  woi-ld  sueh  as  the  complainant 
now  occu]:)ies. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  would  recommend  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  the  adoption  of  Synod,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  complaint  of  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh  against  the 
Classis  of  New- York  be  not  entertained. 

2.  A  paper  has  lieen  put  into  our  hands,  pur])orting  to  be  the  Minutes 
of  a  session  of  the  Classis  of  lllhiois,  held  in  May  last.  In  this  paper 
is  found  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  viz. : 

"  Whereas,  this  Classis  have  made  three  several  attempts  to  obtain 
a  constitutional  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  its  business,  but  have 
each  time  failed  in  consequence  of  providential  hindrances  beyond 
their  control,  therefore 

'"''Resolved^  That  in  consideration  of  the  peculiar  and  trying  circum- 
stances in  which  we  are  placed,  the  members  present  proceed  to  trans- 
act the  business  that  would  have  regularly  come  before  Classis  had  a 
quorum  been  present,  and  that  our  proceedings  be  laid  before  General 
•Synod  at  their  next  meeting,  for  their  approval  and  ratification." 

11 
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Your  Committee  deeply  sympathize  with  these  brethren  in  their 
circumstances  of  embarrassment,  and  would  gladly  recommend  a  course 
of  action  in  accordance  with  their  request,  if  this  could  be  done  watti- 
out  an  infringment  of  constitutional  law,  and  Church  order. 

But  the  General  Synod  is  here  called  to  act  on  a  matter  pecu  larly 
within  the  province  of  the  Synod  of  New-York,  to  wliich  that  Classis 
belon^^s  To  the  Particular  Synod,  according  to  constant  usage,  ana 
express  constitutional  provision,  the  Minutes  of  the  respective  Classes 
are  submitted  for  their  supervision,  and  it  is  fully  competent  tor  that 
Court  to  act  upon  an  overture  like  the  present. 

Further,  the  Constitution,  chap,  II,  art.  1st,  sec.  2d,  enacts  as  toi- 
lows  •  "A  higher  Assembly  shall  take  cognizance  of  those  tlnngs  atowe, 
which  could  not  be  determined  in  a  less,  or  that  appertam  to  the 
churches  or  congregations  in  general  which  compose  such  an  assembly  . 

Now  as  the  supervision  of  the  minutes  of  the  Classis  oi  Illinois 
appertains  to  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  and  they  are  every  way 
competent  to  act  in  the  case  before  us,  the  General  Synod  is  expressly 

forbidden  to  touch  it.  ..      v,    ^  i.„t 

Your  Committee,  however,  would  not  leave  the  matter  he le,  but 
would  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  circumstances  o^  the  Uassis 
of  Illinois.  These  churches  are  remote  from  each  other,  ihe  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  in  assembling  can  not  be  borne  by  the  members 
without  great  inconvenience.  They  have  already  been  heavily  taxed 
in  endeavoring  to  secure  a  constitutional  meeting.  It  is  very  necessary 
that  such  a  meeting  should  be  had  without  delay.  These  brethi-en 
should  therefore,  in  these  circumstances,  be  aided. 

Your  Committee,  in  view  of  the  whole  matter,  recommend  the 
following  resolutions  for  the  adoption  of  Synod,  viz. :         .  .     .,,       , 

1  Resolvecl  That  the  constitutional  law,  and  the  usage  of  the  Churcli, 
alike  direct  the  brethren  of  the  Classis  of  Illinois  to  present  their 
overture  to  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York. 

2  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  be  directed  to 

meet  the  expenses  wliich  may  be  incurred  by  the  members  ot  that 

Classis,  in  securing  a  speedy  meeting  of  their  body. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  . 

^  1  ^  _       ROBERT  P.  LEE,  Chairman. 

A  communiftition  was  received  trom  Mr.  Ebaugh,  requesting  that 
he  be  heard  in  relation  to  his  complaint;  whereupon  it  was 
Resolved,  That  his  request  be  not  granted. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

SYITODICAL      APPEALS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

C  n  U  Pv  C  H      GOVERNMENT. 

Synod  took  up  the  request  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York, 
that  a  new  Particular  Synod  be  constituted,  to  be  chilled  the  Particular, 
Synod  of  New-Bnnasv.-ick. 
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Tlic  following  resolution  was  moved  aud  seconded : 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  be 
granted. 

The  subject  was  discussed  at  considerable  length,  when  the  question 
was  talu'U,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nec/ative. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  question  be  sent  doAvn  to  the  Classis, 
viz. :  "  Shall  the  Particular  Synods  be  made  conventional,  instead 
of  being,  as  now,  delegated  bodies  ?  and  if  not  conventional,  shall 
the  delegation  be  increased  V  Aud  that  their  answer  be  transmitted 
to  the  next  General  Synod. 

ARTICLE  X. 

DOCTRINES     AND    MORALS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

CUSTOMS     AND     USAGES. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  last  Synod,  (page*357,)  on  the 
subject  of  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church,  submitted  their  Ptcport,  which 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Tlie  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Liturgy  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows  :  ,/•.*-• 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  it  was  Resolved,  (see  Mm- 
utes,  p.  357.)  "That  a. Committee t)f  ten  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  whole  subject  of  the  Liturgy  of  our  Church,  and  report 
such  modifications  as  they  may  deem  proper  to  the  next  General  Synod  ; 
provided,  however,  that  no  alterations  shall  be  made  in  the  doctrinal 
sentiments  contained  in  the  fornis  now  in  use  in  the  Church."  In  pur- 
suance of  this  resolution,  seven  ministers  and  three  laymen  were  ap- 
pointed, viz. :  Rev.  Mc-ssrs.  ]\Iann,  Kennedy,  Bethune,  Dwight,  Porter, 
Strong,  and  Chambers;  and  the  Elders  T.  Frelinghuysen,  S.  Van 
Rensselaer,  and  W.  B.  Crosby.  Such  of  these  gentlemen  as  were 
present  in  Philadelphia  at  the  time,  immediately  held  an  informal 
meeting,  organized  the  Committee,  and  distributed  among  its  members 
the  various  parts  of  the  work  assigned  to  them.  Subsequently,  seven 
regular  meetincs  were  held  in  New- York  or  Brooklyn,  all  of  which 
were  attended  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee,  and  at  many  of  which 
all  were  present^  save  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  who  stated  from  the  begin- 
ning that  his  duties  at  the  College  would  not  allow  him  to  serve  on 
the  Committee.  He,  however,  has  seen  the  results  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee have  arrived,  and  has  authorized  us  to  say  that  he  approves 
of  them. 

In  prosecuting  the  work  assigned  them,  the  Committee  have  en- 
deavored to  follow,  not  so  much  their  o^vn  personal  or  pecidiar  views 
as  those  which  they  had  reason  to  suppose  were  cherished  by  large 
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portions  if  not  a  luajority,  of  our  ministers  and  laymen.     They  do 
o   Zpose  to  make  our  Church  "  a  Liturgioai  church,"  m  any  greater 
d^^rE  ?t  has  been  from  the  beginning,  or  to  fetter  the  exerc.e 
of  Individual  sifts  in  conducting  religious  worship,  any  furtiier  than  is 
a  ready  done  by  the  Constitution.     What  they  did  propose  was  care 
fully  to  review'the  existing  and  excellent  formularies  to  amend  the 
translation  where  necessary,  to  curtail  those  parts  which  general  expe- 
rience  seems  to  have  proven  to  be  too  long,  to  adapt  other  parts  to 
the  altered  arrangements  of  our  present  worship,  (e.  g.,  the  relative 
pile  of  the  long  Jrayer  and  the  short  one  in  Sa]>l>ath  service,)  and  to 
™-e  such  ne^v  oftics  as  apj.eared  to  be  required  by  the  wants  of 
tie  Church      The  Committee  have  felt  the  less  reluctance  m  domg 
his  as  thev  have  learned  that  very  considerable  alterations  have  been 
n'oduced^  into  our  forms  by  unknown  and  unauthorized  hands.     A 
parenthesis  of  several  lines  in  the  admirable  prayer  in  our  form  for 
Et  Baptism,  has  been  omitted  in  all  the  later  -^)^^?^^^-^^f^^^; 
The  lon<.  and  edifving  treatise  on  the  Consolation  of  the  Sick  ha.  been 
reduced'to  a  meagre  list  of  isolated  texts,  arranged  under  five^heads. 
SMiimtes  of  General  Synod  furnish  no  evidence  that  these  changes, 
and  nnlny  others  of  a  minor  kind,  were  ever  ordered  by  any  compe- 

^^ThTfoTwuc^  is  a  general  statement,  of  what  has  l)een  done :         _ 

1  l7/o  the  Pmy^-s.  Tlie  Committee  have  introduced  a  full  series 
for  the  morning  service  of  the  sanctuary,  dra.ni  iii  large  measure  from 
the  existing  forms,  but  adapted  to  the  prevailing  iisage  among  us. 
Thev  have  dso  prepared  some  offices  of  Grace  and  Thanks  at  meals. 
?  e^-ema^iiLg  prayers  have  been  left  untouched.  Some  of  these  arc 
fmlt  ei  moclels,  nnexcelled,  if  equalled,  in  any  Liturgy  on  earth. 
Others  m  git  be  improved  by  slilrht  alteratious  and  occasional  re- 
treSmenrs,  which,  lit  the  Synod's  request,  the  Committee  wmxld 
cheerfully  niulertake  to  make,  if  their  present  labors  shall  meet  with 

^'o^' oXs  for  the  Sacraments.  It  is  very  manifest  that  the  old  forms 
foi^iBapto  were  prepared  under  the  view  that  tne  ordinance  would 
al  vayfbe  administerid  to  infants  and  adults  at  one  tiTne.  Hence  the 
account  of  the  meaning  of  the  rite  is  prefixed  to  only  one  of  these 
?ornf and  not  to  the  olher.  The  Committee  have  sought  to  remedy 
this  by  makin<.  the  prefatory  statement  a  constituent  part  of  both 
fo^ms  They  have  also  condensed  this  doctrinal  statement,  so  as  to 
make  the  seiwice  less  fatiguing  to  parents,  who  are  required  to  stand 
Sdinra  perhaps  restless" child  in  a  trying  position.  The  thanksgiv- 
Urat  the  close  of  the  office  for  infants  has  been  modified  m  such  a 
w?v  as  to  avoid  the  objection  sometimes  urged  against  it,  as  imply mg 
^nU .  oA^--  -  the  sacraments_an  objection  to  which,  m  these 
dayTof  abounding  Ritualism,  we  should  be  careful  to  give  no  vantage 

^^'S:  fo^C^LoSs  Supper,  it  will  be  seen,  has  only  been 
abridged  and  some  of  its  parts  transposed.  This  legacy  trom  our 
?atherf  is  so  just,  and  rich,  and  spiritual,  so  full  of  the  yeiy  marrow  of 
the  Gospel  so  happily  fi tied  to  awaken  the  Christian's  best  feelings, 
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that  the  Committoo  were  loth  to  touch  it.  Bat  k..  iwing,  as  they  did, 
that  ill  perhaps  tliree  fourths,  or  as  some  say,  five  sixths,  of  the 
instances  in  which  it  is  used,  it  is  abridged,  it  seemed  far  better  to  liave 
such  abridgement  made  by  the  Church ;  and,  accordingly,  they  have 
proposed  such  omissions  as  will  prf)bal)ly  furnish  a  lucdium  between 
those  who  would  cut  it  ilown  iuis])aringly  and  tho.-^c  who  would  be 
sorry  to  alter  a  line. 

3  and  4.  Offices  of  Church  DisclpUae  and  of  Ordination.  The  ordy 
alterations  recommended  in  these,  are  either  curtailments  or  else  slight 
amendments  of  jihraseology. 

5.  Office  for  the  Confirmation  of  Marriage.  An  entirely  new  form 
is  here  presented.  It  has  been  compiled  from  some  of  the  Continental 
Liturgies,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  compare  favorably  with  any  other  in 
common  use. 

(>.  Of  Comfortliui  the  Sick.  In  the  absence  of  any  suggestions  on 
this  point,  the  Committee  have  pro]30sed  no  changes,  although  a  judi- 
cious abridgeuicnt  and  revisal  of  the  full  form,  as  found  in  our  old 
books,  might  make  our  Liturgy  particularly  useful  and  acceptable  in  a 
sick-room. 

7.  Office  for  the  Dedication  of  a  Church.  A  general  desire  having 
been  expressed  tor  a  f  irm  for  this  pm-pose,  one  has  been  carefully  pre- 
pared, and  is  now  submitted. 

8.  Office  for  a  Burial  Service.  A  very  full  form  for  this  object  has 
been  prepared,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  avoid  the  objections  commonly 
made  to  such  offices,  and,  at  the  same  time,  allow  sufficient  liberty  of 
choice  to  the  officiating  minister. 

9.  System  for  the  Yearly  Readln;/ of  the  Bible.  Tins  arrangement 
has  been  transferred  from  the  old  Dutch  Bibles,  to  which  it  had  been 
attached  nearly  a  century  ago  l)y  the  Synod  of  D<»rt. 

It  has  been  "suggested,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a  series  of 
prayers  for  a  Family,  say  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight,  incorporated  with 
our  Liturgy  ;  but  the  Committee,  while  agreeing  w^ith  this  opinicAi,  have 
not  felt  that  such  a  work  was  compn'hended  in  the  resolution  under 
which  they  act. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  submit  the  resvdts  of  their  labors  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Church.  They  are  unanimous  in  recommending 
the  adoption  of  the  proposed  changes,  with,  at  the  same  time,  a  full 
allow^ance  to  any  minister  or  (»hurch  to  use  the  old  tonus,  if  they  so 
prefer.  Rev.  Dr.  Strong  and  JNIr.-  Porter  have  been  deputed,  on 
behalf  of  the  (Committee,  to  make  such  further  statements  as  the 
General  Synod  may  desire  to  hear  respecting  the  grounds  and  object 
of  the  Committee's  action. 

Copies  of  the  Liturgy,  as  altered  by  the  Committee,  were  distributed 
among  the  members.  The  subject  having  been  discussed  at  consider- 
able length,  it  was 

Resolved,  ttnanlmously,  That  the  Liturgy,  as  altered  and  submitted 
to  this  Synod,  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  be 
re-committed — that  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  revise  the  same, 
and  submit  their  Report  again  at  the  next  General  Synod. 
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ARTICLE    XII. 

SCHOOLS    AKD    CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  General  Synods'  Sabbath- 
School  Union  ^vas  presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Educa- 

*'°Tlie  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Sabbath-School  Union 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Twenty-second  Ainiual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was 
received,  read,  and  referred,  together  with  certain  documents  m  relation 
to  the  School  among  the  Hollanders  which  accompanied  it,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of^Education  was  pre- 
sented, accompanied  with  an  account  cuiTcnt  of  said  Board  with 
the  Academy  at  Holland  in  Michigan,  which  w.fs  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

The   Committee    on    Education  reported,   and   tneir   report   was 

accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Tlie  Committee  on  Education  respectfully  present  the  following 

■^  Thffollowino-  papers  have  1)een  submitted  to  them:  comumnications 
from  several  ClaLis  on  the  subject  of  Paroclnal  Schools;  the  account 
of  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer  of  the  Education  Fund,  ':^^-c-7P^^  f  ^/  ^ 
list  of  endowc^l  scholarships;  the  account  ot  B-  Li^ungston  K  p  Tiea- 
surer  of  the  Board  of  Education;  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
a  Report  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  m  relation  to 
the  school  among  the  Hollanders;  commumcations  ^o^^^  the  Stated 
Clerks  of  the  Classes  of  Holland  and  Michigan,  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion; the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Mamgers  ol  the  ^f^^'f  ^^^'^J^^^^l.^.i!- 
S  Union-  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ferris,  Chancellor  of  the  l-nner- 
^U  of  the  C:ity  of  New-York;  and  a  petition  of  the  Benehciaries  for  an 
increase  in  the  amount  appropriatexl  for  their  support.  ^^^^  ,  •  ■. 

The  memorials  of  the  several  Classes  on  the  subject  ofparoclnal 
schools,  with  other  indications  of  the  same  character,  convmce  youi 
Smm^ttee  that  there  exists  in  our  Church  a  S^^^f  ^^^^  ^^^  WJ- 
elation  of  the  value  and  importance  of  such  «f  °f '  T^'^^^f ^,  f  ."^^^ 
establishment  is  left  entirely  voluntary,  arid  to  be  determu  ed  byhe 
circmnstances  of  particular  localities.  The  ^S^^ation  ot  the  su^ect 
durin-  the  last  year  seems  to  haAC  led  to  the  general  belief  that  .Mth 
suh  freedom  and  adaptation,  parochial  schools  may,  and  -  1,  be^^^^^^^ 
an  important  feature  in  onr  educational  system,  and  may  heieafter 
arow  to  results  which  n.,w  we  would  not  venture  to  anticipate.  A 
complete  Christian  culture  and  training  for  her  youth,  passing  on 
tZu^h  every  age  and  period  of  study,  and  incorporating  every  branch 
of  Sence,  litLrture,  and  art,  is  of  course  the  grand  and  l^erpetua  aim 
of  the  Church  of  Christ.     Here  is  the  basis  of  sueh  a  system.     Schools, 
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<academies,  colleges,  aiid  scats  of  professional  education,  all  consecrated 
to  Qirist,  and  pervaded  by  the  influence  of  his  religion,  will  yet,  we 
hope  and  believe,  present  the  substantial  realization  of  the  complete 
idea  of  Christian  education.  An  a])])rehension  was  felt  the  last  year, 
that  parochial  schools  might  interfiTc  with  our  public  school  system, 
that  it  migiit  furnish  a  plea  to  the  Romanists  for  claiming  a  share  of 
the  public  money.  Reflection  and  discussion  have,  we  feel  assured, 
banished  both  these  flpprchensions.  The  institution  of  Christian  schools 
under  the  patron;)ge  and  influence  of  the  Church  can  only  exert  a 
wholesome  influence  on  our  public  schools;  it  will  stimulate  them  to 
a  salutary  competition  in  their  methods  of  instruction,  as  attendance 
upon  both  will  be  perfectly  voluntary;  it  will  keep  before  the  public 
eye  a  model  of  Christian  training,  which  will  not  fail  to  imprint  itself 
on  the  whole  system  of  education ;  for  parents,  even  though  of  a  different 
denomination,  will  almost  invariably  give  the  preference  to  schools 
which  include  religious  influence  and  culture;  so  far  from  giving  a  pre- 
text to  Romanists  for  demanding  a  share  in  the  piiblic  funds,  it  will 
take  away  all  shadow  of  such  pretext ;  for  the  Church  will  pay  for  her 
OAni  schools,  asking  no  assistance  from  the  State,  and  showing  by  her 
whole  attitude  that  she  would  not  shackle  herself  by  the  acceptance  of 
any,  even  if  it  were  off"ered.  These  are  only  the  incidental  advantages 
of  the  system.  The  direct  advantages  to  the  Churcli  herself  in  the 
control  it  will  give  her  over  the  tuition  and  discipline  of  her  own. 
children,  are  too  obvious  to  need  suggestion,  too  great  to  be  capable 
of  description.  We  now  feel  assured  that  the  Church  is  prepared 
gratefully  to  receive  the  munificciit  donation  of  Mr.  Schieffelin,  and  to 
arrange  a  basis  for  its  appropriation  which  will  l)e  mutually  and 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Your  Committee  therefore  propose  the  followuig  resolution  and  plan  : 
Resolved.  That  the  following  Plan  be  and  it  hereby  is  adopted  for 
the  regulation  of  Parochial  Schools  under  the  care  of  our  Church. 

PLAX    FOR    THE  ESTABLISHMENT    AND    SUSTAINING  OF  PAROCHIAL  SCHOOLS 
IN    THE    REFORMED    PROTESTANT    DUTCH    CHURCH. 

1.  The  business  pertaining  to  Parochial  Schools  shall  l>c  transacted 
by  the  Board  of  Education,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  General  Synod. 

2.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  address  circuhu's  on  this  subject  to 
the  Consistories  and  Classes  of  our  Church,  and  shall  keep  the  business 
and  funds  x-elating  to  parochial  schools  distinct  from  the  other  busi- 
ness and  funds  intrusted  to  the  Board. 

3.  They  are  hereby  empowered  to  receive,  in  1)ehalf  of  General 
Synod,  the  muniflcent  donation  of  Samuel  B.  Schieftelin,  Esq.,  and  any 
other  funds  which  may  be  conti-i1)uted  for  this  purpose.  They  shall 
make  such  exertions  to  obtain  additional  funds  for  this  purpose  as  they 
may  deem  expedient. 

The  distribution  of  funds  fc>r  the  promotion  of  parochial  schools 
shall  be  regulated  by  the  following  rules : 

1.  Every  school  applying  for  aid  must  be  under  the  care  of  a  Con- 
sistory of  our  Church,  and  be  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Chassis. 

2,  The  Holy  Scriptures  shall  be  used  in  such  school  as  a  text-book 
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for  daily  instruction  in  religion,  and  the  Catechisms  approved  by  onr 
Church  shall  be  taught  at  least  twice  a  week  ni  addition  to  the  usual 
branches  of  early  education.  .         p  +v,     i?^ 

3.  The  teachJr  shall  be  a  memljer  m  full  communion  ot  the  Re- 
formed Protestant  Dutch  Church.  .         V       r.f  th^ 

4  The  school  shall  be  daily  opened  with  prayer  and  reading  ot  the 
Scriptures,  accompanied,  where  it  is  practicable,  by  the  singing  ot  a 
psalm  or  hvmn,  and  it  is  recommended  that  sacred  music  shall,  as  far 
as  practicable,  form  a  part  of  the  instruction  of  said  school,  and  be 
united  with  the  other  devotional  exercises.  ,    ,     „    ,  -,   ^^^ 

5  It  is  recommended  that  the  supervision  ot  the  Pastor  and  Con- 
sistory over  the  school   sluill  ,be  as  close  and   constant  as  may  be 

practicable.  ,     ,.  i,      •  i 

The  applications  for  aid  shall  be  under  the  lollowuig  rules: 

1.  Every  application  shall  be  approved  by  the  Classis 

2.  Such  application  shall  state  to  the  Board  of  Education  what 
amount  has  bc'en  raised  or  secured  for  the  salary  of  the  teacher,  and 
the  general  purposes  of  the  school,  and  what  additional  amount  is 
needed      The  prolialde  number  of  scholars  shall  also  be  stated. 

3.  The  application  must  be  renewed  at  such  times  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Board  of  Education. 

The  appropriations  shall  be  regulated  as  follows :  .       .     -, 

1    The  maximum  of  appropriations  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred 

dollars  per  annum,  and  it  is  expected  that  a  less  amount  will  m  many 

cases  be  sufficient.  -.  ,^,-  „ 

2.  As  the  prosperity  of  the  school  increases,  an  annual  deduction 
will  be  made  on  the  amount  appropriated. 

3.  Appropriations  shall  be  paid  quarterly,  and  not  m  advance. 
Superintendence  of  the  Board  of  Education:  ,.     i    r 

1  An  annual  report  of  the  general  condition  ot  the  school  nicludmg 
exact  statistics  of  its  affairs,  shall  be  sent  to  the  Board  ot  Education, 
at  such  time  as  they  shall  prescribe.  i  •    „vi.ri 

2  The  Consistory  of  the  Church  where  a  parochial  school  is  aided 
by  the  funds  of  the  Board,  shall  provide  for  an  annual  collection  m 
the  congregation,  for  the  Parochial  School  Fund  ot  the  Boaixl;  and  m 
order  to  secure  uniformity,  it  is  recommended  that  such  collection  be 
on  the  first  Lor.l's  day  of  Octolxn-,  or  on  such  Lord  s  day  ot  that  month 
as  they  shall  find  most  convenient.  -,     ..  t7i 

3.  A  copy  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  ot  Education  on 
Parochial  Schools  shall  be  fiirnished  to  the  teacher. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  states  that  two  new  scholar^ 
ships  havJl,een  endowed  during  the  past  year  entitled  ;the  Margaret 
Ten  Eyck"  and  "Catalina  Ten  Eyck  scholarships,"  making  the  number 
of  productive  scholarships  under  the  care  of  the  Synod,  nineteen;  that 
they  have  received  under  their  care  during  the  past  year  ten  young 
men:  that  the  whole  number  of  beneficiaries  is  now  twenty-two, 
^concerning  whom  they  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  they  have 
heard  nothing  but  what  is  commendatory.'^  .  t,  o  ,  •  a-  i;„  v.a 

The  Report  notices  also  the  liberality  of  Samuel  B.  Schiefte  in  Esq., 
o,  "fcelini:  the  emliarrassmciit  and  inconvenience  oiten  telt  In  the 
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young  men  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  at  the  close  of  their  course  of 
stu(ity,  from  an  entire  destitution  of  funds,  has  placed  in  the  hands  ot 
the  Board  an  order  for  $2(j  worth  of  books,  together  with  the  sum  of 
thirty  dollars,  (!^30,)  to  be  given  to  each  member  of  the  graduating 
class;"  accomiianying  this  donation  with  a  request  that  the  Board 
would  "ask  of  Synod  the  power  of  granting  to  each  beneficiary  who  may 
need  it,  upon  his  graduation,  the  above  sum  of  thirty  dollars."  The 
Board  "  regards  such  a  provision  as  wise,  kind,  and  proper,"  and  sub- 
mits it,  with  this  commendation,  "to  the  wisdom  of  Synod." 

Your  Committee  fully  concur  in  this  recommendation  of  the  Board, 
and  propose  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  lliat  the  Board  of  Education  bestow  the  sum  of  thirty 
dollars,  being  one  additional  quarter  of  the  annuid  allowance  of  $120 
on  each  beneficiary,  if  asked  ^or  at  the  C(jmpleti<  m  of  his  theological 
course. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  C(  »ntains  the  following  resolution,  transmitted 
to  them  by  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions. 

ReaolvecL  That  this  Board,  through  its  Secretary,  re([uest  the  Board 
of  Education  to  considej*  the  propriety  of  accepting  from  all  benefi- 
ciaries after  their  licensure,  two  years'  service  under  the  direction  of 
this  Board,  as  a  full  satistaction  for  all  aid  afforded  them,  by  the  Board 
of  Education, 

In  reference  to  it.  the  Board  has  passed  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  above  resolution  be  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  General  Synod. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  be  directed  to  accept  from 
all  beneficiaries  after  their  licensure,  two  years'  service  under  the  care 
of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  as  a  fall  satistaction  for  all  aid 
aflbrded  them  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

The  Report  contains  a  recital  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
institution  and  siipport  of  the  Academy  in  Holland,  Michigan.  Your 
Committee  feci  that  it  is  unnecessai'y  to  repeat  these.  The  Board 
found  that  there  w^ere  arrearages  tine  to  Mr.  Taylor,  on  the  first  of 
October,  1853,  amounting  to  11820.01,  which,  with  the  salary  of 
$1200  for  the  current  year,  Avould  require  the  Board  to  raise  the  sum 
of  $3020.01.  This  si  mi  has,  by  the  great  exei-tions  of  the  Board,  been 
reduced  to  $1007.00 — a  balance  which  is  now  due  to  Mr.  Taylor,  and 
for  which  the  Synod  will  hsix6  to  provide. 

The  Board  have  received  comnnnncations  from  the  Classes  of  Michi- 
gan and  of  Holland,  and  have  conferred  with  Mr.  Tayloi',  whose  course 
is  regarded  by  the  Board  as  satisfactory  to  them  and  honorable  to 
himself  Afler  matnre  reflection,  the  Board  has  been  led  to  the  con- 
clusion, that,  "  inasmuch  as  the  Synod,  by  receiving  the  school  under 
their  care,  came  under  obligations  to  fulfill  the  engagements  made  to 
Mr.  Taylor,  immediate  steps  be  taken  for  the  payment  of  what  is  still 
due  to  him ;  that  he  be  requested  to  relin([uish  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  period  of  his  engagement,  which  it  is  his  own  desire  to  do,  and 
that  instead  of  endeavoring  to  sustain  the  academy  in  its  present  con- 
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dition,  a  missionary  be  commissioned  to  that  field  who  shall  add^  to 
the  duty  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  the  special  care  of  the  academy,  _ 

Yom- Committee  cordially  unites  with  the  Board  in  this  proposition 
This  iiewlv-planted  colony   needs,  deserves,  and  we  doubt  not  vvill 
richly  repay,  the  fostering  care  of  our  Church.     It  already  numbers 
six  thousand,  and  is  rapidly  increasing,  as  well  by  immigration  as  by 
natural  progress.     It  occupies  a  most  favorable   position    on   Black 
Lake,  which  will  be  rendered  yet  more  valuable  and  commanding  by 
the  contemplated  improvements  at  the  mouth  of  that  lal<c  by  the 
United  States  Government.     In  connection  with  the  varioiis  rannhca- 
tions  of  the  Colony  are  six  organized  churches,  viz. :  one  at  Milwaukie, 
one  at  Racine,  one  at  Chicago,  one  at  Kalamazoo    and  t^^.  on  the 
prairies  near  Chicago.     These  colonists  are  the  children  of  the  father- 
land of  our  Church.     In  the  rapid  and  inevitable  fusion  which  they 
must  undergo  with  the  great  and  all-absorbing  American  nationality 
they  are  subjected  to  manv  perils  from  which  no  care  is  so  ^J^  njed 
to  shelter  them  as  that  of  \he  Reformed  Dutch  Qmrch,  to  which  they 
look   with  aftection    and  veneration.      Your    Committee,  therefore, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions  :  .    ^r-    • 

Resolved,  That  the  Boards  of  Education  and  of  Domestic  Missions 
be  instructed  so  to  combine  their  arrangements  for  the  benefit  ot  the 
colony  of  Holland  that  a  minister  of  our  Church  may  be  selected,  com- 
petent at  once  to  ]n-each  the  Gospel  and  conduct  the  instructions  of  the 
academy,  and  that  he  be  supported  by  the  joint  contributions  ot  the 

^''LsoXf/,'"That  provision  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  for 
paying  the  arrearages  due  to  Mr.  Taylor,  and  his  salary  to  the  first 

of  October  next.  .       t-      t     /.  .1     o   „,;i 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Education  Eund  of  the  bj  nod 

shows  that  this  important  interest  of  our  Church  is  in  a  flourishing 

^  \i'tlie  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  we  notice 
the  legacy  of  ^4000  from  Miss  :Margaret  Ten  Eyck  to  endow  the  two 
scholarships  above  mentioned  in  the  Theological  College  at  New- 
Brunswick  ;  and  express  our  gratitude  to  God  for  the  liberality  which 
has  thus  opened  perennial  fountains  of  blessing  to  his  Church  and  to 
the  world  Mav  a  constant  succession  of  holy  and  devoted  mmisteis 
of  God  be  educated  on  these  foundations,  from  whose  labors  a  great 
multitude  of  converted  and  redeemed  souls  may  rise  up  to  bless  the 
pious  donor  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just ! 

Another  item  which  we  observe  is  an  additional  donation  of  fifty 
dollars  from  S.  B.  Schicficlin,  Esq.,  "  to  be  used  to  awaken  the  Church 
to  pray  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  laborers  mto  his  harvest. 
Great  is  the  need  of  our  being  thus  awakened  !  May  tins  memento  ot 
the  voice  of  our  Redeemer  as  he  looked  on  the  multitude  and  saw 
them  "  faintincr  and  scattered  abroad  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd, 
resound  through  our  Church  and  penetrate  our  ^'"T  !^>^^ls^f  J^J^^g  ^^ 
all  up  to  greater  fl^rvor  in  pleading  lor  the  descent  of  the  ITol>  bpirit 
on  the  youth  of  our  Church,  constraining  them  to  give  up  the  pursuit 
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of  worldly  objects  in  order  to  proclaim  the  word  of  life  to  a  perishing 
wo^ld!  How  shall  we  stand  before  Him  in  the  great  day  of  his 
appearing,  if  our  prayers  continue  so  cold  and  unfrequent  for  an  object 
so  near  to  his  own  heart,  and  which  he  has  enjoined  upon  us  in  so 
express  and  solemn  a  command  as  that,  (Matt.  9,  last,)  "  Pray  yc  the 
Loi-d  of  the  harvest  that  he  will  send  forth  laborers  into  his  harvest"? 

Your  committee  beg  to  express  their  unanimous  and  earnest  con- 
viction that  tlie  time  has  come  when  the  educational  interests  of  our 
Church  demand  the  whole  time  and  energies  of  one  of  her  ministers. 
The  happy  consequences  of  such  an  arrangement  on  the  Domestic 
Missions  of  our  Church  are  apparent  to  all.  Since  the  devoted  brother 
who  now  has  charge  of  that  de{)a]-tment  has  been  enabled  to  give  lus 
complete  and  undi\-ided  attention  to  that  field,  the  work  of  Domestic 
Missions  and  of  Church  Extcnsjion  has  assumed  a  new  and  far  more 
flourishing  appearance.  But  these  important  and  fruitful  labors  must 
ever  be  crippled  and  embarrassed  without  a  corresponding  vigor  and 
efficiency  in  the  department  of  education.  Our  institutions  of  educa- 
tion must  be  scantily  attended,  the  waste  places  of  our  Church  must 
continue  to  be  luisupplied,  the  work  of  Church  Extension  feebly  and 
tardily  carried  forward,  the  boundless  territory  of  the  heathen  world, 
as  lar  as  we  are  concerned,  must  continue  to  be  unreclaimed  to  Christ, 
imtil  etfectual  measures  are  taken  to.  impress  on  the  whole  mass  of  the 
rising  generation  the  loud  and  solemn  call  for  a  multiplication  of 
laborers  in  the  harvest  of  the  Lord. 

A  single  glance  at  tlie  statistics  of  our  Church  for  the  last  year  will 
show  how  vast  is  the  material  confided  to  the  Church  and  how  great 
are  her  responsibilities  in  this  matter.  The  number  of  churches  in  our 
communion  is  3:22 ;  the  total  of  congregations,  128,7(51  ;  the  number 
of  communicants,  36,597  ;  the  number  of  families,  27,(542.  Here  arc 
27,042  households  witliin  the  pale  of  the  Christian  Church.  Here  are 
3(5,597  souls  who  profess  to  be  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and 
who  have  confessed  before  heaven  and  earth  that  they  are  not  their  o^\n. 
Out  of  this  great  host,  how  many  youth  are  offering  themselves  for  the 
blessed  and  honored  work  of  the  Christian  ministry  'i  Onhj  twenty. 
Allowing  that  five  times  that  number  are  cm  their  way  ui  the  different 
stages  of  j)re])aration,  (which  is  much  beyond  the  probable  number,) 
here  is  a  startling,  an  alarming  disproportion.  Let  us  suppose  that  one 
out  of  ten  families  should  "  lend"  one  "  son  to  the  Lord"  for  the  ser- 
vice of  his  sanctuary,  we  should  have  2700.  Should  only  one  from 
each  hundi'cd  tamilies  be  so  devoted,  we  should  have  270.  If  one 
youth  from  each  church  in  our  communion  should  oftl'r  himself  to  this 
work,  we  could  count  322  youth  on  the  way  to  the  ministry.  Less  we 
can  not  have  and  even  keep  oiu-  own.  More,  far  more,  we  must  have, 
if  we  are  to  cari-y  forward  with  vigor  the  work  of  Church  Extension 
and  move  on  in  the  fore-front  of  the  Lord's  host  to  the  conquest  of  the 
world.  ^Material  we  have  in  abundance  ;  there  can  not  be  at  this  hour 
less  than  30,000  youth  in  the  congregations  of  the  Reformed  Protest- 
ant Dutch  Church,  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty-one  years, 
trained  up  in  the  pure  faith  of  our  Church  and  imbued  with  the  active 
and  aspiring  impulses  which  characterize  American  youth.     How  shall 
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we  call  them  forth  to  the  work  of  the  Lord?     How  shall  their  young 
hearts  be  kindled  with  gratefol  love  to  their  Redeemer  prompting 
them  to  consecrate  their  days  to  the  work  for  which  he  lived  and  died? 
The  question  of  aiding  them  on  their  way  to  the  ministry  is  altogether 
a  secondary  and  subordinate  one.     We  must  not  look  on  education  tor 
the  ministry  as  an  eleemosynary  affair.     All  the  youth  of  our  (-hurch 
should  be  pressed  with  this  claim.     All  the  flimilies  of  our  Church 
should  be  summoned  to  offer  their  most  highly-gifted  and  promismg 
sons  to  the  work  of  the  Lord.     It  is  true  many  of  the  most  eminent 
and   usefiil  ministers  of  Christ   have  in  all  ages  been  brought  tor- 
ward  and  educated  for  this  work  by  the  Church  herself     More  than 
half  the  ministers   in  the  different   denominations  of  the   American 
Church  have,  we  believe,  been  so  brought  forward.     It  is  a  noble 
work.     It  is  and  Avill  alwavs  continue  to  be  a  needful  work,  so  long  as 
God  continues  to  "  choose  those  who  are  poor  in  this  world  rich  m 
faith  "     But  never  must  the  Christian  Church  allow  the  impression 
that  her  ministry,  the  highest  and  noblest  of  her.  oftices,  is  unsuited 
for  those  to  whom  Providence  has  allotted  wealth  and  other  social 
■  advantages.     That  avenue  to   "glory  and  honor  and  immortality 
must  be  pointed  out  to  all.     All  her  parents,  all  her  sons  must  be 
pressed  with  the  whole  weight  of  her  authority  and  influence  to  give 
themselves  and  their  own,  not  their  money  merely,  but  their  beloved 
offspring,  with  whatever  advantages  of  culture  and  position  may  have 
been  given  them,  to  this  work.     The  call  would,  your  Committee 
believe,  in  a  multitude  of  instances,  be  promptly  and  gladly  responded 
to      There  is,  probablv,  not  a  tamily  in  our  Church,  whether  rich  or 
poor,  who  M^ould  not  feel  honored  and  happy  in  seeing  one  or  even 
fiiore  sons  devoting  themselves  to  the  service  ot  God  m  the  Gos- 
pel of  his  Son.     But  the  call  must  be  uttered.     The  claim  must  be 
pressed.     Even  as  we  call  men  to  fliith  in  Christ  and  repentance  for 
sin,  must  we  call  upon  them  with  "  line  upon  line  and  ].recept  upon 
precept,"  with  all  the  urgency  of  holy  exhortation,  to  devote  them- 
selves to  this  work  of  God.     Even  as  we  reason  with  them  ot  tem- 
perance and  judgment  to  come,  must  we  reason  with  tliemot  tne 
claim  which  Christ  and  their  perishing  brethren  have  upon  their  time 
and  talents.     We  must  give  a  special  place  to  that  special  C'C.mmand 
and  promise  of  Christ,  "  Follow  me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  ot 

""how  shall  this  be  done?  The  ministry  of  our  Church  may,  we 
believe,  do  a  great  work  in  this  matter,  by  giving  the  duty  ot  selt-con- 
secration  to  the  ministry  a  special  place  in  their  pul>lic  prayers,  their 
instructions  and  appeals  from  the  pulpit,  and  m  their  private  intei - 
course  with  the  tamilics  and  individuals  of  their  flocks;  by  pressing 
parents  to  educate  their  promising  children,  and  by  exhorting  youth 
of  superior  gifts  to  devote  themselves  to  God  ;  and,  when  the  necessary 
means  are  lacking,  by  guiding  and  encouraging  them  by  their  syin- 
pathy  and  counsel,  and  procuring  for  them  from  the  proper  sources 
the  necessary  assistance.  The  praying  souls  in  our  congregations  may 
do  a  great  work  here  by  their  fervent  and  unceasing  supplications ;  toi 
it  is  "the  Lord   of  the  harvest"  alone  who  can  "  send  f.rth  laboreis 
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of  the  right  s^rt,  "  into  his  harvest."  It  is  "  from  on  high"  that  "  the 
Spirit"  must  be  ^  poured  out,"  before  the  youth  of  our  Church  cau  be 
brought  to  say,  "  1  aiu  the  Lord's  ;" — "  Ilere  luii  1,  send  me  !  "  The 
Church  owes  perpetual  gratitude,  too,  to  those  brethren  who,  amidst 
the  hibors  of  tlieir  own  charges,  have  heretotore  sustained  this  import- 
ant and  onerous  inti'rest  of  our  Church.  But  -your  Committee  are 
firmly  of  opinion,  that  now,  wiien  every  department  of  our  Church's 
activity  is  underguing  a  manifest  expansion  ;  when  especially  the  great 
and  teeming  West  is  unquestionably  open  to  her  in  the  way  of  Church 
Extension,  and  recent  and  now  progressive  changes  are  throwing  doMii 
all  the  barriers  of  the  Pagan  woi'ld,  and  even  opening  the  dark  domin- 
ion of  the  ^lan  of  Sin  to  Christian  aggression  ;  now,  when  our  educa- 
tional tacilities  are  greatly  multiplied,  when  we  have  the  means  of 
trainhig  our  youth,  at  every  stage  of  their  progress,  in  institutions 
founded  by  our  own  Church  and  controlled  by  her  influence  ;  when 
our  Theological  Seminary  could  l>e  training  for  the  Christian  ministry 
live  times  the  nmnber  who  are  at  present  in  attendance  there,  and  our 
liberal  members  are  actually  urging  upon  us  the  pecuniary  means  of 
an  extended  system  of  education,  the  Church  is  loudly  called  upon  to 
infuse  new  vigor  and  energ}-  into  this  iinjjortant  and  primary  depait- 
ment  of  tlie  work  of  her  Lord.  This  is,  in  fact,  the  recruiting  service 
of  the  Church  ;  if  it  languish,  her  ranks  must  necessarily  1)e  thin,  her 
movements  feeble,  her  enrolments  scanty  and  i^recarious. 

Your  Committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  to  appoint  a  Corresponding  Secretary  and  General  Agent, 
who  shall  be  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  the  educational  interests 
of  our  Cluu-ch,  if  the  means  of  supporting  the  said  Agent  can  be  pro- 
vided without  dra\sing  on  the  other  tvinds  placed  at  the  disposition  of 
the  Board. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General  Synod's  S.S.U. 
states  -with  expressions  of  rc^gret  the  fact  that,  "  while  there  are  434 
Sunday-Schools  in  our  denomination,"  only  167  of  these  ai'e  enrolled 
under  the  care  of  your  Boanl ;  and  that  while  the  General  Synod 
requires  the  Board  "  to  collect  from  their  pastors  and  consistories 
information  on  the  state  of  the  several  schools,  which  shall  be  embodied 
in  annual  reports  to  the  General  Synod,"  "only  eight  (8)  have  responded 
this  year  to  the  request  of  the  Board  to  send  in  their  reports."  The 
Board  "  deplore  their  inability  from  the  aforesaid  cause  to  give  a 
general  \'iew  of  the  state  of  the  schools  under  their  care  ;  and  also  the 
apparent  indisposition  of  the  very  great  majority  of  pastors  and  con- 
sistories to  comply  with  the  recommendation  of  Synod." 

Tliis  your  Committee  can  not  but  regard  as  a  state  of  things  greatly 
to  be  regretted,  and  demanding  a  speedy  and  adequate  ]-emedy.  Cer- 
tainly, it  is  better  either  to  disband  the  Board  of  the  Synod's  Sxinday- 
School  Union,  and  to  i-elinrpiish  the  whole  field  to  the  American  Sun- 
day-School Union,  or  take  such  measures  as  will  render  the  supervision 
of  the  Synod  and  her  Board  an  actual  and  efficient  one.  That  the 
Synod  should  from  year  to  year  call  for  accounts  of  the  state  of  her 
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schools  and  that  only  eight  out  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  schools 
vith^'htrcommmion  should  respond  to  the  call  presents  a  state  of 
tWs  which  can  not  but  re.sult  in  weakening  the  authority  of  the 
Chufch  a  well  as  withdrawing  from  her  a  charge  which  before  all 
others  devoTves  upon  her-tha?of  feeding  the  lambs  within  her  ovai 
fold  f  this  interest  is  best  managed  by  a  voluntary  society,  over 
whose  Processes  and  publications  our  Church  has  no  control,  why  not 
rnvTnfevery  ote^^  The  first  and  most  sacred  duty  of  a  mother  is 
toSste- the  food  of  her  offspring;  so  of  the  Christian  Chmx-h  to 
her  s  ritual  offspring.  Will  that  offspring,  as  they  grow  up,  k  o^ 
her  oflove  her,  or  venerate  her  as  they  should,  unless  they  are  nur- 
Lr^d  in  heJ'  o.^  bosom  ?,  The  thing  is  impossible,  e  ther  m  the  house 
hold  of  nature  or  of  grace.  Your  Committee  are  Idly  aware  of  the 
va^  good  which  is  .accomplishing  by  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  They  regard  it  as  a  blessed  and  indispcnsab  e  part  of  the 
great  ;Ysten/of  Imerican  benevolence.  They  rejoice  m  --^7  dollar 
Contributed  to  its  funds  by  the  opulent  members  ot  our  Church.     A 

aS  d^  wox'd  ^be  for  olr  counfry  when  that  tr%  beneficent  msW 
tion  sWd  be  arrested  or  enfeebled.  But  that  the  schools  withm  the 
^ommuTion  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  should  give  an  acc-ount  of 
SisXes  to  it,  and  not  to  the  highest  authority  of  theiroMii  Church 

s  an  anomaly  which  your  Committee  feel  can  not  continue  without 
serious  dSriment  to  our  interest,  and,  in  truth,  a  manifest  dereliction 

^''''Sie  BoLrd  "deem  it  imperatively  incumbent  upon  them  at  thi& 
tinie  to  invoke  the  attention  of  the  Synod"  to_  their  position.  As 
wrare  r present,"  they  say,  "with  the  majority  ol  our  schools 
letaXcffrom  our'Union,  it  is  not  desirable  for  us  to  continue."  And 
your  Committee  is  of  the  same  opinion.  But  as  the  abandonment  of 
fhTs  sW  interest  and  duty  of  our  Church  is  not  even  to  be  though 
?f  we  feel  Constrained  to  listen  to  the  just  demands  of  the  Board  and 
to  "take  such  measures  as  Synod  may  m  its  wisdom  devise,  fm  the 
purpose  of  giving  energy  arid  efficiency  to  the  Board."  The  Boai-a 
Sests  thar-if  the  importance  of  unanimity  be  strongly  urged  by 
o  v^.i  fiio  r^ffpft  will  be  a  great  good  to  tlie  rJoard. 
^^The'^rd'^tL^'svi^^^^^  tS  Synod  the  proprietv  of  dissolving 
the  connection  subsisting  between  it  and  the  American  Sunday-School 
T^nion  as  of  no  practical  utility  to  cither  party.  ■      .v     n      a 

Ymn  Cornmittee  are  of  opinion  that  in  tins  suggestion  the  Board 
have  touched  the  true  cause  of  the  inefficient  and  languishing  condi- 
S  of  ova-  Sunday-School  system.  So  long  as  this  comiection  contin- 
ues and  your  Board  is  thereby  recpiircd  to  pay  any  superfluous  funds 
Tthe  r  ti,asury  to  the  American  Sunday-School  Lnion,  their  position 
towards  that  Union  must  be  that  of  an  auxiliary_a  position  which  m 
Se  Sure  of  the  case,  is  subordinate  and  inferior,  lour  Comnaittee 
feel  that  there  is  much  reason  in  the  suggestion  of  the  Board,  and 
much  force  in  the  considerations  by  which  it  is  supporte^.  We  do 
Ttbel  eve  that  the  dissolution  of  this  connection  would  be  attended 
with  ttllUtest  injury  to  the  American  Sunday-Schocd  Union.  Never, 
we  befieve  was  it  found  that  the  forming  of  a  church  organization  for 
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any  benevolent  purpose,  impaired  the  resources  or  efRciency  of  a 
voluntary  assoeiutiou  tor  the  same  purpose.  Since  the  Presbyterian 
Cliurch  has  taken  its  missions  under  its  own  control,  more  is  raised  by 
each  than  was  raised  by  both  before,  and  the  aggregate  amount  is  fully 
quadrupled.  Great  is  tlic  advantage,  in  pouit  of  freeness,  vigor,  and 
activity,  of  separate  and  distinct  operations.  Liberal  individuals  in 
our  Church  will  continue  to  give  to  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
as  to  a  national  institution.  All  the  ad\antages  to  Christian  sympathy 
and  affection  from  combined  celebration  of  anniversaries  anil  similar 
manifestations  of  Christian  cordiality  and  good  will,  we  trust  will  be 
perpetuated.  No  harm  and  much  benefit  will,  your  Committee  imani- 
mously  believe,  result  from  the  discontinuance  of  this  outward  bond, 
which  brings  no  money  to  the  treasury  ( )f  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union,  while  it  completely  takes  from  General  Synod  the  control  and 
even  the  sui)ervisioii  of  this  imj)ortant  department  <>f  the  education  of 
her  own  children. 

Your  Committee  tlieretore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  connection  subsisting  between  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  General  Synod  and  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union,  be  and  it  hereby  is  dissolved. 

The  letter  from  Kev.  Dr.  Ferris,  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New-York,  "asks  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  opportunity- 
offered  in  the  education  of  beneficiaries  in  literary  preparations,"  by 
the  fifteen  "scholarships  owned  by  members  of  the  Dutch  Church,"  in 
the  University,  and  "  which  they  are  happy  to  have  occupied."  Tlie 
Chancellor  adds  his  assurance  that  he  "  will  "be  happy  to  cooperate  with 
any  Committee  or  Board  in  securing  their  enjoyment  to  suitably-recom- 
meiided  young  men."  Your  Committee  reg-ard  with  unfeigned  satis- 
faction the  liberality  which  has  been  manifested  by  these  members  of 
our  Church  towards  that  important  institution,  and  express  their  grate- 
ful sense  of  the  kimlness  which  prompted  this  communication  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  University.  But  the  whole  conduct  of  the  educa- 
tional interest  o^  General  Synod  is  confided  to  its  Board  of  Education, 
and  in  the  "Plan  of  Operations"  laid  down  by  the  General  Synod  at  its 
annual  meeting  in  1851,  your  Committee  finds  the  sphere  of  that  Board 
limited  by  the  first  Article,  as  iollows  : 

"  The  object  of  this  Board  is  to  aid  indigent  pious  young  men,  who 
are  preparing  for  the  Gospel  ministry,  in  the  literary  and  theological 
institutions  of  the  General  Synod  at  New-Brunswick." 

Your  Committee  therefore  does  not  feel  at  liberty  to  propose  any 
action  on  this  subject. 

The  petition  of  the  beneficiaries  of  Synod  in  our  institutions  for  an 
addition  to  the  allowance  granted  for  "their  support,  is  based  on  the 
inadequacy  of  the  sum  of  8120  heretotbre  granted  for  that  purpose,  in 
consequoK-e  of  the  great  increase  in  all  their  expenses,  especially  in 
the  article  of  boarding,  and  the  painful  necessity  thus  entailed  upon 
them  of  contracting  debts  in  the  progress  of  their  studies,  notwith- 
standing the  most  rigid  economy.  Your  committee  feci  that  this  fact 
is  within  the  knowledge  of  all,  and  tluit  therefore  the  rea^ionableness 
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of  the  request  of  our  young  brethren  admits  of  no  doubt.     They 
therefore  propose  the  fuilowmg  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  be  instructed  ^  add  thirty 
dollars  pe^  annum  to  the  sum  of  1120  heretofore  granted  to  the 
Beneficiaries  of  General  Synod  in  our  Institutions  at  New-Brunswick. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  ^^^r^rm    m    ■     „„ 

^     "  r  J  J    pROUDFIT,   Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Education 
to  secure,  if  possible,  the  services  of  the  clerical  Professors  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  and  Rutgers  College  during  their  vacations  to 
visit  such  churches  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  to  press  upon  them  the 
claims  of  God  and  the  Church  for  a  large  increase  in  the  number  ot 
candidates  for  the  ministry. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded 
to  mi  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education  whose  term 
of  service  has  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the 
following  were  chosen,  namely:  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.D., 
Aln-aham  Polhemus,  and  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Schieffelm. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded 
to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General 
Synods'  Sabbath-School  Union,  whose  term  of  service  has  expired. 
On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected, 
namely  ;  Rev.  Mancius  S.  Hutton,  D.D.,  R.  Ormiston  Currie,  D.D 
John  B.  Alliger,  William  W.  Halloway,  George  H.  Fisher,  D.D  and 
Messrs  William  B.  Crosby,  Adriance  Bergen,  Abraham  V.  H.  Willis, 
John  Wiltse,  David  C.  Foster,  Albert  Chrystie,  and  James  Anderson, 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

RUTGEES    COLLEGE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  in  relation  to  the  present  mode 
of  admitting  beneficiaries  to  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  whidi  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

Certain  statements  were  made  by  a  member  of  Synod  in  relation 
to  the  ofter  of  money  by  certain  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  chapel  for  Rutgers  College,  accompanied  with  a  resolution  in  refer- 
ence  to   the   subject,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 

Professorate. 

The  following  Report  was  received  fi"om  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Rutgers  College,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pro- 
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The  Committee  on  Rutgers  College  beg  leave  to  submit  their 
annual  report  as  follows : 

Little  has  oecurred  to  require  the  attention  of  your  Committee. 
AH  the  interests  of  the  Synod  appear  to  be-  properly  cared  for  and 
cherished. 

In  reference  to  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  it  will  be  seen  on  pages 
76,  77,  and  89  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  1850,  a  par- 
ticular mode  or  form  of  report  was  suggested  and  adopted  by  the 
Synod. 

Through  some  cause  this  has  not  been  complied  with ;  perhaps  it  has 
been  merely  overlooked.  Believing  it  important,  your  Coinmittee 
deem  it  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  it. 

By  the  plan  now  in  progress  for  the  endo^vment  of  Rutgers  College, 
which  yoiir  Committee  are  happy  to  learn,  will  be  entirely  successful, 
special  advantages  are  secured  to  the  subscribers.  Your  Committee, 
ui  view  of  the  fact  that  our  three  Theological  Professors  perform  col- 
lege duties  without  compensation  for  the  same,  and  that  our  beneficia- 
ries constitute  a  material  portion  of  the  students  of  Rutgers  College, 
regard  it  as  both  proper  and  equitable  that  the  Church  should  be 
placed  on  as  fixvorable  terms  in  the  education  of  her  young  men,  as 
any  individual  subscriber.  As  the  matter  now  stands,  the  Church, 
which  is  the  main  stay  of  the  College,  pays  in  full  for  every  yoimg 
man  edac<ated  for  her  service.  Your  Committee  would  suggest  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Synod,  whether  some  action  in  the  case  is  not 
necessary. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  following  members  of  this  Committee 
expires  at  the  present  time  :  Rev.  Benjamin  C,  Taylor,  D.D.,  and 
William  C.  Miller. 

By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

ISAAC  FERRIS,  Chairman. 

N'ew-York,  June  4,  1854. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded 
to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Standing  Committee  on  Rutgers  College. 
On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Tavlor 
D.D.,  and  the  Elder  William  C.  Miller  were  elected. 

Rev.  Dr.  Scott,  addressed  the  Synod  on  the  8th  day  of  the  session 
in  relation  to  the  condition  and  prospects  of  Rutgers  College. 

Whereupon  it  was, 

1.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod  a 
literary  mstitution  of  the  first  class  is  an  indispensable  part  of  the 
educational  apparatus  of  our  Church. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  with  great  interest  the  efforts  now 
making  to  secure  the  sum  of  $100,000  for  the  complete  endowment 
of  Rutgers  College,  an  institution  consecrated  by  the  prayers  and 
toils  of  its  early  founders,  by  its  many  years  of  usefulness,  and  by  the 
blessing  of  God  upon  its  officers  and  students. 

12 
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3.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  all  our  consistories  alid  ffiem- 
.-•bers  the  propriety  of  rendering  prompt  and  liberal  aid  to  the  effort  of 
the  Trustees  to  put  our  College  upon  a  firm  and  enlarged  basis. 

ARTICLE  XIV, 

PROFESSORATE. 

Synod  proceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents of  the  Theological  Seminary  whose  term  of  service  had 
expired  Nominations  were  received  from  the  South  Classis  of  New- 
York  Classes  of  Albany,  Schenectady,  Montgomery,  and  \\at^rvliet, 
which  were  confu-med.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nomma- 
tions  to  report  double  the  number  of  persons  from  whona  to  choose 
members  for  those  Classes  who  have  not  reported.  The  Committee 
reported,  and  the  election  took  place  accordingly.  .      ,     „       . 

Tlie  following  are  the  persons  chosen  to  fill  vacancies  m  the  Board 
of  Supermtendems  :  Rev.  John  A.  Lairing,  ^^'^^^'^^^ 'J^^^^^^^^ 
ham  I.  S^vits,  C.  S.  Mead,  Oscar  H.  Gregory,  D.D.,  John  A.  btaats, 

and  Gabriel  Ludlow,  D.D.  t  i     p  P  TTap^ 

On  nommation  from  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  Rev.  John  C.  F  Hoes, 

D  D    was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  in  the  place  of  Rev.  Martm 

l'  Schenck,  who  has  removed  from  the  bounds  of  that  Classis. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  Report  was 

accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  respectfully  Report : 
iThe  o-eneral  condition  of  the  funds  under  the  niaiiagement  of  the 
T^oa^'d  of  Direction  is  all  that  could  be  expected.     With  ail  care  and 
.1  L  t  P  best  interests  of  the  Svnod  they  continue  to  execute 

t    iTnfZ  Church      The  amount  of  unpaid  subscriptions  to  the 
'^^jL^Y.^:ome  Synod  needs  to  be  Lllected  -d  the  payrnen 
fherToTkindly  solicited.     This  the  present  prosperous  stace  of  the 

^r^hrCd^J^cXr^S^^unce  to  the  Synod  the  ei.c.on  of  a 
ma^e  toXver  the  remains  of  the  late  loved  and  honored  Professoi 
toes  S?  Cannon,  D.D.;  and  your  Committee  recommend  for  adop- 

""l^l^t^  rSJS^of  Direction  fiiniish  the  Stated  Clerfc  of 

i,:esoaea    X  ii^scription   upon  the   tomb   of 

Srclfr  to  be  imbliS  in  the  Minutls  of  this  Session  of  the 

^^Tt  the  arrai^ement  effected  with  G.  W.  Mentz,  of  Philadelphia, 
f  .  ;..  t  iw  and  miblishin<r  our  Psalm  and  Hynm-Book,  as  directed  by 
S^C  GelSal  Sy  od,  the  prices  of  the  book  having  beeji  -f  ce^  in 
the  severa^^^^^      a  wider  circulation  of  it  may  reasonably  be  anti- 
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cipatcd ;  specimen  copies  of  whicli  are  on  the  table  of  Synod  in 
plain  binding ;  the  size  which  ft>rmerly  sold  tor  sixty-two  and  a  half 
cents  has  been  reduced  to  fifty  cents,  and  a  neat  small-sized  edition  is 
put  at  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents.  The  large  size,  formerly  sold  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  is  reduced  to  one  dollar. 

4.  It  is  grateful  to  iind  the  Church  we  all  love  so  fondly,  remembered 
from  time  to  time  by  the  people  of  God  when  making  distribution  of 
their  earthly  possessions,  in  view  of  death.  The  liberal  endowment 
of  the  late  Margaret  Ten  Eyck,  t>f  Albany  of  two  scholarships,  the 
interest  to  be  appropriated  to  beneficiaries  to  be  students  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  and  to  be  designated  T)y  the  Theological  Professors; 
and  the  inore  rec(jnt  bequest  of  Dr.  P.  Gannon,  of  the  same  city, 
of  tlu-ee  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  loaned  to  indigent  theologi- 
cal students  in  our  Theological  Seminary  on  their  notes,  and  to  be 
repaid  by  the  reci^^ients,  if  able,  after  they  shall  be  settled  in  life,  with 
five  per  cent  interest  per  annum,  and  as  often  as  paid  in  to  be 
re-loaned,  but  in  no  case  any  coercive  measures  to  be  resorted  to  for 
re-payment,  give  us  fresh  evidence  of  the  hold  the  cause  of  Christ  and 
the  instit\itions  of  ovn-  Church,  as  identified  with  that  cause,  have 
secured  in  the  hearts  of  Christians. 

In  retference  to  the  bequest  of  Dr.  Gannon,  and  the  wish  of  his 
widow,  who  is  the  executrix  of  his  will,  to  know  whether  the  General 
Synod  will  accept  the  trust  on  the  terms  of  the  will  and  deduct  from 
the  amount  bequeathed  the  interest  thereof,  for  the  unexpired  time 
allowed  in  the  will  previous  to  the  bequest  becoming  payable, 
your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

jResoIved,  That  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corpc>ration  of  tlae 
General  Synod  accept  of  said  bequest  in  behalf  of  the  General  Synod 
on  the  terms  specified,  making  the  deduction  of  interest  for  the  unex- 
pired time  of  the  year  allotted  for  payment.  And  that  the  Board 
of  Education  designate  the  beneficiaries  in  the  Theological  Seminary 
to  whom  such  money  shall  be  loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction, 

furthermore.  In  respect  to  the  funds  heretofore  devised,  given,  or 
granted  to  the  General  Synod  for  education  purposes,  your  Committee 
recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Besoloed,  That  the  Board  of  Education  cause  to  be  procured,  and 
recorded  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  such  pui-posc,  a  transcript  of  the 
bequests  or  gi'ants,  so  made,  that  the  specific  terms  of  each  may  be 
sacredly  observed  in  all  particulars  expressed  therein. 

5.  Among  the  papers  transmitted  by  the  Board  of  Direction  is  an 
application  on  the  part  of  the  Broome-street  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
in  the  city  of  New-Ycu"k  in  reference  to  the  tenure  of  their  chiu'ch 
property. 

The  case  is  peculiar.  The  facts  are  these  :  The  deed  conveying 
the  land  on  which  their  church  stands,  dated  26th  February,  1824, 
executed  by  five  gentlemen  composing  a  Building  Committee,  contains 
the  folftjwing  clause : 

"  Tliat  the  church  building  erected  on  the  land  should  be  and  con- 
tinued^) all_^\tent3  and  purposes  whatsoever,  in  principle  and  practice 
a  Reformed  Protestant  DutclT  Church,  according  to  the  doctrines  at 
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present  taught  therein,  and  in  failure  thereof  the  same  shall  be  and 
become  the  property  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protest- 
ant Dutch  Church  of  North  America."  _ 

From  the  great  change  going  on  in  that  part  of  the  city,  by  the 
©on-tant  removals  of  families  to  other  sections  of  it,  it  is  not  probable 
the  congret^ation  can  remain  there  much  longer,  as  the  street  must  ere 
long  be  occupied  for  business  purposes.  The  clause  referred  to  m  the 
deed  Avould  be  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  sale  of  the 
property  however  advantageous  the  offer  might  be ;  and  the  Synod 
meeting  only  once  a  year,  negotiations  for  the  sale  might  be  retarded 
by  a  delay  even  for  a  portion  of  the  year. 

Moreover,  the  Consistory  say,  "They  will  cheerfully  consent  that 
any  new  purchase  by  them  of  ground  for  a  church  edifice  shall  be 
made  subject  to  a  like  charge,  or  in  case  no  purchase  of  another  loca- 
tion is  made,  that  the  moneys  arising  fi-om  the  sale  of  their  cnureh 
property  shall  be  applied  as  might  at  the  time  be  agreed  upon  by 
your  Board  and  the  Consistory." 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
General  Synod  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered  under 
its  corporate  seal  at  any  time  to  unite  in  a  deed  or  deeds  of  convey- 
ance with  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  in  Broome  street,  m  the  city  of 
New-Yf>rk,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  in  case  of  a  sale  or  sales 
of  the  premises  referred  to,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  by  and  between  said  Board  and  the  Consistory  of  said 

6  Concerning  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds.  Among  the 
documents  accompanying  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  we 
find  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  income  of  said 
funds  from  April  12, 1853  to  April  1,  1854,  as  set  forth  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  Rutgers  College,  whose  Trustees  hold  the  said  muds ;  fi'om 
which  it  appears  that  the  full  sum  of  fifty  dollars  per  annum  is  charged 
«s  tuition  fees  for  those  beneficiaries-who  are  students  m  the  college,  of 
which  no  doubt,  ten  dollars'per  annum  is  for  the  incidental  expenses 
required  to  be  paid  in  semi-annual  payments  of  five  dollars  each, 
and  forty  dollars  per  annum,  the  full  tuition  charge,  payable  m  like 

manner.  ,  i       rn      .  +• 

Your  Committee  respectfully  suggest,  that  as  the  Irustees  of 
the  College  have  been,  by  their  accredited  agents  and  h-iends  of  the 
institution,  raising  special  tuition  scholarships  of  five  hundred  dolfars 
'  each,  the  interest  of  whicli  sum,  being  at  the  rate  of  interest  m  iNew- 
Jersey,  only  thirty  dollars,  and  every  donor  of  such  sum  of  five 
hmidred  dollars  is  entitled,  by  the  terms  proposed  by  the  Trustees,  to 
nominate  and  have  educated  in  the  College,  in  perpetuity,  one  student ; 
and  as  the  General  Synod  have  heretofore  sanctioned  such  endow- 
ments on  said  terms,  your  Committee  see  no  good  reason  ^yhy  tiie 
beneficiaries  on  the  Van  Benschoten  or  Knox  Funds,  or  those  educated 
from  scholarships,  the  income  of  which  passes  through  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Synod's  Board  of  Education,  or  indeed  any  of  the 
students  sustained  by  the  Education  Board,  should  pay,  either  per- 
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SiBnally  or  in  theii'  behalf,  by  the  Education  Board  more  than  thirty 
dollars  per  annum  for  tuition  fees  ;  they  therefore  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  liutgers  College  be  respectfully 
requested  to  place,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  beneficiaries  of  the 
Church,  whether  aided  by  the  Van  Benschoten  or  Knox  Funds,  or  any 
of  the  scholarships,  or  by  the  Education  Boai'd  of  the  General  Synod, 
on  equal  tiioting  with  those  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  five-hundred 
dollar  scholarships  above  referred  to. 

Should  this  action  lie  sustained,  it  will  afford  the  opportunity  for  the 
beneficiaries  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund  to  receive  therefrom,  for 
aid  in  their  support,  ten  dollars  additional  to  the  amount  they  now 
receive,  which  is  so  much  needed  on  account  of  the  present  high  rate 
of  board. 

Tlie  Treasurer  of  the  College  has  also  transmitted  through  the  Board 
of  Direction  a  full  and  detailed  statement  of  securities  of  Van  Ben- 
schoten and  Knox  Funds,  showing  the  amounts  respectively  loaned 
on  bond  and  iiiortgage,  the  interest  received,  and  that  unpaid  thereon, 
accompanied  by  explanatory  remarks.  This  document  is  highly  satis- 
factory. But  on  examination  of  it,  your  Committee  find  two  items 
claiming  the  attention  of  General  Synod. 

The  first  is  the  fact  of  a  loan  of  one  thousand  dollars  having  been 
suffered  by  the  Trustees  to  remain  for  eight  years,  ending  2d  May  last, 
without  the  payment  of  interest,  and  said  unpaid  interest  amounts  to 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  Another  loan  of  twenty 
five  hundred  dollars  has,  for  two  years  ending  30th  April  last, 
remained,  with  interest  amounting  to  three  hundred  dollars,  unpaid; 
on  these  two  oliligations,  therefore,  seven  hundred  and  eighty  dollars' 
interest  are  due.  This,  whatever  may  be  the  well-meant  forbearance 
of  the  Trustees,  works  a  practical  wrong  to  the  valued  object  of  the 
reverend  donor,  as  set  forth  in  his  bequest.  This  amount  of  interest 
would  sustain  at  least  five  beneficiaries  for  one  year  each.  Your 
Committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  Kutgers  College  cause  the  interest 
on  said  bonds  to  be  collected,  and  iniless  speedily  paid,  that  they  call 
in  the  principal  of  the  same  and  reinvest  it,  to  those  who  Avill  proniptly 
pay  their  interest. 

From  the  i-t^tement  of  the  Knox  Fund,  it  appears  that  $273.11,  is 
the  balance  in  the  Treasurers'  hands,  and  no  beneficiary  has  received 
any  thing  from  said  finid  during  the  past  year.  Your  Committee 
recommend  that  the  Board  of  Education  designate  to  the  Trustees 
some  student  to  receive  the  benefit  of  this  fund.  Provided,  neverthe- 
less, that  the  terms  of  donation  do  not  vest  the  nomination  elsewhere  ; 
in  which  case,  the  persons  having  such  right  should  be  requested  to 
make  the  nomination.  '^n. 

The  Trustees  of  the  College  request  the  General  Synod  to  nominate  A 
in  future,  specifically,  the  individuals  whom  they  wish  to  be  placed      ^ 
upon  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  and  the  order  in  which  they  wish 
them  to  be  received  on  the  fund. 

This  was  the  ]iractiee  of  the  General  Synod  for  many  years ;  other 
methods  have,  however,  since  been  adopted,  such  as  leaving  it  discre- 
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tionarv,in  case  of  vacancies,  with  the  Trustees  of  the  College  to  select 
persons'  from  among  the  beneficiaries,  to  fill  such  vacancies.  The 
Committee  recommend  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  beneficiaries  now  aided  by  the  income  of  the  V  an 
•>^  Benschoten  Fund  be  continued  during  their  course  of  study,  and  that 
U  in  future  the  nomination  be  made  by  the  General  Synod.  _       /T 

■  ■  In  reference  to  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  you  have  been_  reminded 
of  the  resolution  of  General  Svnod,  adopted  in  1850,  (sec  Minutes,  pp. 
75  76  77  ^  of  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  specifying  a  certain  mode 
or  form  for  reporting  the  state  of  said  fund.  Tlie  account  presented 
on  pa-es  76,  77,  was  so  lucid  and  succinct  as  to  satisfy  all  parties,  and 
the  crrntinuation  of  that  form  was  desired,  to  preserve  from  year  to 
year  an  exhibit  of  the  account  sufficiently  concise  to  be  printed  But 
from  the  year  1849,  no  such  Report  has  been  returned  to  the  feynod. 
Your  Committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  followiiig  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  be  requested  to 
transmit  to  the  next  General  Synod  a  continuous  f  ^tement  of  the  Van 
Benschoten  Fund  from  the  year  1849  to  the  year  18o5  ni  the  .oim  so 
well  exhibited  in  the  document  referred  to,  and  signed  by  F.  Spader, 

Treasurer  of  the  College.  .       ,      ■       ^     n  ^  Q.-,.n/l  nf 

7  Your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  by  Genei-al  S)  nod  ot 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  respecting  a  site  for  a  Chapel 
on  the  College  premises,  at  New-Brunswick  :  u,.  1.pp„ 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  the  sum  ot  two  thousand  ooUars  ha.  been 
muniiicently  offered  by  George  and  William  Douglass,  Esqs.  and 
Mrs.  a-uger,  toward  the  erection  of  a  Chapel  for  Rutgers  College, 

""^"^Ued.  niat  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Syiiod  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  execute  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  ot 
Rutgers  Colle^re,  a  lease  of  land  sufficient  for  the  site  of  such  a  Chapel 
from  the  College  premises  at  New-Brunswick,  <.f  the  same  tenure  and 
durlion  with  Those  granted  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  erection 
of  Van  Nest  Hall,  and  of  the  President's  House,  for  the  erection  ot  a 
Chacel  when  renuired  by  the  Trustees.  ,    i    i   ii-   ^ 

8  A  dispensation  is  iked  for  by  the  Qassis  of  (Jrange,  m  behalf  of 
Rev  William  WV>lfe,  for  permission  to  receive  him  into  said  Ciassis 
notwithstanding  his  deficiency  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Gre^k  and 
Hebrew  languages,  his  examination  on' Theology,  Church  Goverii- 
menrChurc^h  History,  Pastoral  Theology,  the  Sacnnnents,  personal 
piety,  and  aptness  to  teach,  having  been  fully  sustained.   ^ 

Mr.  Wolfe's  field  of  labor  is  among  the  German  population,  and  m 
view  of  all  the  circumstances,  your  Committee  recommend  the  foliow- 

^^^Resolved,  That  the  'dispensation  be 'granted,  and  that  the  Ciassis 
enjoin  on  Mr.  Wolfe  a  careful  prosecution  of  his  studies  m  these  lan- 

^T^milar  dispensation  is  solicited  by  Mr.  T.  R.  G.  Peck,  a  licentiat^ 
of  the  Presbytery  of  New-York,  who  has  been  called  to  a  church 
within  the  bounds' of  the  Ciassis  of  New-York,  whose  ^'^ammation  has 
been  fully  sustained  by  said  Oassis,  except  only  as  to   ihe  Hebrew 
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language,  his  deficiency  on  this  subject  having  arisen  from  a  failure  of 
his  eye-sight  during  his  course  of  study.  We  therefore  roconimend 
the  accompanying  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  dispensation  asked  f  jr  by  Mi-.  Peclc  be  aiid  hex'eby 
is  granted. 

9.  Recommendations  foi-  aid  from  beneficiary  funds,  namely:  From 
the  Classis  of  llolhmd,  Jacob  Van  dcr  M eulen,  Yan  Moli^kelenkate,  and 
Christian  Van  der  Veen.  From  tlie  Classis  of  Passaic,  Abraham  J. 
Doremus.  ^ 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  youths  just  named  be  and 
hereby  are  recommended  to  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  as  suita- 
ble persons  to  be  placed  upon  the  Van  Benschoten  or  Knox  Funds ; 
and  should  there  be  no  vacancies  in  the  list  of  beneficiaries  on  said 
funds,  that  the  Board  of  Education  receive  them  under  their  care;  it 
bemg  understood  that  they  are  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of 
Synod  in  reterence  to  their  preliminary  examinations.  The  Committee 
would  reconnnend  that  the  beneficiaries  here  recommended  be  placed 
in  the  order  of  their  nances,  as  stated  in  this  Report. 

10.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Su])erintendents  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  attests  the  diligence  and  Christian  consistency 
of  the  students.  At  the  dtite  of  their  Report  it  appears  there  were 
twenty -five  students.  The  Board,  how*?ver,  are  deeply  im])ressed  with 
the  importance  of  an  enlarged  supply  of  pupils.  The  pressing  demands 
on  every  hand  for  more  laborers  to  cultivate  the  field,  which  is  the 
world — no  subject  calls  more  loudly  for  attention  than  this.  It  needs 
to  be  brought  home  to  the  Classes,  (Jonsistories,  and  Communicants  of 
our  churches.  With  increased  facilities  for  education,  with  a  gi'owing 
liberality  in  the  churches,  with  the  wants  of  the  churches  at  home  and 
in  foreign  Ituids,  we  need  more  heralds  of  the  Cross  to  go  forth,  well 
equipped  for  the  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God. 

The  Board  have  ])resented  in  their  Report  their  action  in  reference 
to  the  preaching  of  Theological  Students,  referred  to  them  by  the  last 
General  Synod,  (see  JNIiniites,  p.  (M),)  and  recommend  their  being  sanc- 
tioned by  the  (General  Synod.     (See  the  Report,  p.  395.) 

They  also  i-eeommend  for  the  adoption  of  Synod,  certain  regulations 
respecting  the  applications  to  be  made  by  individuals  for  beneficiary 
aid  to  the  Bcjard  of  Superintendents,  and  in  this  recommendation 
yoiu'  Committee  cordially  unite.     (See  Report,  p.  395.) 

All  of  which  is  respt-ctfidly  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  C.  TAYLOR,   Ckairmm 

ARTICLE  XV. 

STUDENTS     IN     THEOLOGY. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

CHURCH     VISITATIONS. 

Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XVII. 

PREVAILING      SINS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Twenty-Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions. 

The  sermon  in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions  was  preached,  on  the 
evening  of  the  second  day  of  the  Session,  by  Rev.  John  C.  Van  Liew, 
from  Luke  24  :  47  : — '■'Beginmng  at  Jervsa!e7n" 

The  Twenty-Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  was 
received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  was  received,  arid  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

Tlie  Delegates  on  the  floor  of  Synod  fi-om  the  Classis  of  Illinois, 
Michigan,  and  Holland,  were  heard,  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  Session,  in 
relation  to  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Missionary  stations  and 
churches  in  the  West. 

The  Sermon  in  behalf  of  Foreign  Missions  was  preached  on  the 
evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  Session,  by  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Berg,  from 
'  Mark  16  :  15 :  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  ivorld,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to 
every  creature^ 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  Report  was  accepted, 

adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    MISSIONS. 
To  the  General  Sijnod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report  to  the  Synod,  that 
the  Report  of  the  Boards  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions,  respect- 
ively, and  a  communication  from  "the  Classis  of  Holland,  have  been 
placed  in  their  hands.  These  several  papers  have  been  examined,  and 
the  following  is  presented,  respecting  them,  in  their  order : 

I.  Of  the  Bejwrt  on  Foreign  Missions. — This  document  informs  us, 
"  that  the  hope  that  some  ivould  be  found  in  the  Chnrch,  among  the  min^ 
istry,  or  those  training  for  it,  to  devote  themselves  to  this  cause  Jiasnot 
been  realized,  as  no  offer  has  been  brought  before  the  Boards     Thus 
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another  year  has  passed  away,  and  the  languishing  condition  of  this 
peculiar  service  has  received  no  alleviation.  The  efteet  is,  and  must 
be,  disadvantageous,  in  a  painful  degree.  Messrs.  Doty  and  Tahiiadge, 
in  the  language  of  the  Report,  "  have  deeply  felt  their  need  of  being 
aided  and  strengthened  by  additional  felloM -laborers.  They  have  ad- 
dressed urgent  and  most  earnest  appeals  on  this  point."  But  the  year 
had  produced  no  new  otler,  and  as  yet  their  ap])eal  is  unsuccessful. 
The  effect,  with  respect  to  the  Mission  in  China,  if  the  Clhurch  docs  not 
soon  furnish  aid,  must  be,  that  the  needed  help,  to  our  shame,  must 
come  from  some  other  source ;  and  as  it  respects  the  field  in  Borneo, 
that  we  must  jiermanentl}-  retire  from  its  possession. 

The  Eeport  further  informs  us,  that  "  Messrs,  Doty  and  Talinadge, 
during  their  residence  at  Amoy,  have  visited  adjacent  villages,  and 
have  industriously  pin-sued  their  Avork  at  home.  Thirty-three  have 
been  gathered  into  the  Church,  of  whom  twenty-two  remain.  The 
members  have  generally  evinced  consistency  of  Christian  character, 
and  those  who  have  died  have  departed  in  the  hope  of  the  Gospel.  The 
services  of  the  Sabbath,  the  Aveekly  meeting  for  preaching,  the  Bible- 
class,  and  social  jn-ayer-mcctings,  have  Ijcen  sustained,  and  a  good 
amount  of  less  formal  labor  has  been  done  by  the  Evangelist  Colpor- 
teur and  other  native  brethren.  Mr.  Talmadge  is  engaged  in  translat- 
ing and  publishing  jjurtions  of  Scripture,  Bunyan's  Pilgrim,"  etc. 

With  regard  to  the  Mission  among  the  Tamuls,  we  learn  from  the 
Report,  "that  the  Rev.  Joseph  Scudder  and  his  wife  sailed  for  India, 
in  the  beginnhig  of  June,  1853,  and  reached  Arcot  in  October.  Thi'ee 
brothers,  the  sons  of  Dr.  Scudder,  are  now  associated  at  Arcot,  and 
engaged  in  their  work  among  the  Tamuls.  Borii  among  the  Tamuls, 
on  missionary  grounds  in  Ceylon,  they  came  in  childhood  to  this  coun- 
try to  receive  a  Christian  education.  By  the  Spirit  of  God  they  were 
brought  to  the  hope  of  salvation,  and  thenceforward  consecrated  them- 
selves to  the  missionary  service." 

Your  Committee  are  happy  to  learn  from  the  Report,  that  Messrs. 
Doty  and  Talmadge  arc  meeting  with  encouraging  success  in  China, 
and  that  three  more  sons  of  Dr.  Scudder  are  now  in  ti-aining  at  the 
Theological  Seminary  of  the  Church,  to  reinforce  their  brothers  in  the 
Tamul  JSIission  at  Arcot. 

But  what  shall  Ave  say  of  the  field  in  Borneo — of  the  aid  called  for 
by  the  brethren  at  Amoy — of  the  fact  that  during  tlie  past  year  no 
new  otfer  of  a  missionary  has  been  made  1 

Tlie  island  hamlets  of  the  Dyaks  are  now  left  to  solitude.  Shall 
the  idolater  be  forgotten  ? 

China  is  now  passing  through  a  revolution,  A\hich  the  Report  men- 
tions as  a  marked  and  jnemorable  feature  of  the  times ;  and  as  being 
such  not  only  because  it  promises  to  overthrow  the  present  dynasty, 
but  because,  the  insurgents  appear  to  possess  a  knowledge  of  Christian 
truth,  in  a  partial  measure.  Amoy,  the  seat  of  our  Mission,  has  been 
captured  by  the  insurgents,  and  from  them  again  taken  by  the  Impe- 
rialists, with  great  slaughter.  In  these  events,  two  things  are  worthy 
of  special  notice  :  the  one,  that  God  so  mercifully  protected  and  pre- 
served our  Missionaries ;  and  the  other,  that  during  the  possession  of 
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the  insurgents,  the  church  of  the  Mission  was  crowded  with  hearers, 
from  among  the  men  who  are  thus  employed  in  so  extraordinary  a 
revohition.  New  attention  is  directed  to  China,  both  by  British  and 
American  Christians.  And  shall  we  have  no  regard  for  the  perma- 
nency and  widening  influence  of  our  o^vn  well-situated  ISIission— a 
Mission  of  the  highest  moment  to  China  and  the  world  1 

Fitted  as  the  Gospel  is  to  become  the  saving  health  of  all  nations, 
no  greater  fiivor  can  1  )e  conferred  than  to  send  the  living  preacher  to 
proclaim  Christ,  the  propitiation  for  sin;  to  invite  men  to  the  Spirit 
promised  to  guide  them  into  all  wisdom;  to  rescue  the  perishing 
from  death;  and  to  lift  them  up  to  an  assured  hope  of  immortality. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions :     ^^ 

1.  Resolved,  That  our  hands  and  our  hearts  are  toward  the  "  heathen 
— tliat  prayers  and  love  ackno^^■ledge  that  the  debt  tve  owe  to  Heaven 
and  the  Cross  is  a  debt  binding  us  to  the  work  of  Missions,  and  the 
conversion  of  the  world,  and  that  we  will  be  unwearied  in  labors  to 
reinforce  our  Missions.  ^  ■,     ^^      ■      t>      j 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  loreign  Board 
be  requested  to  present  this  topic  frequently  to  the  view  of  the  several 
classes  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

3  Resolved,  That  the  records  of  Missions  in  various  parts  ot  the 
world  deserve  the  study  of  every  Christian ;  and  that  the  more  tho- 
rouo-h  diffusion  of  missionary  intelligence,  in  the  popular  forms  in  which 
it  is^now  furnished,  is  well  w.^rthy  of  the  careful  action  of  every  mm- 
ister  and  Consistory. 

4.  Resolved,  That  each  mmister  l)e  earnestly  solicited  to  present  the 
want  of  missionaries,  both  clerical  and  lay,  for  our  foreign  fields,  to 
his  people,  at  least  once  during  the  ])resent  year. 

It  only  remains  to  add  here,  that  upon  the  written  request  ot  Dr. 
Scudder,  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York  clothed  him  -with  authority 
to  organize  a  Classis  in  India,  as  soon  as  the  constitutional  require- 
ments can  be  answered. 

The  Treasurer's  accounts  show  the  receipts  durmg  the  year  to  have 
been,  for  specific  purposes,  8356.81,  and  for  general  purposes, 
$12,665.13,  making  in  all  $13,021.94— the  balance  in  hand  at  present 
bein'ff  |3,389.47.  The  gratifving  feet  is  thus  furnished  that  the  receipts 
have'exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year  in  the  sum  of  $2064.18.    _ 

II.    Of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions.— \.  From  tins 

document  we  learn  that  70  churches  and  missionary  stations  are 

under  the  care  of  the  Board,  scattered  among  19  out  of  the  27  Classes. 

Of  this  number  13  are  new,  and  8  are  organizations  which  have 

taken  place  during  the  year. 

Among  all  these  churches  there  have  been  recen-ed  into  member- 
ship by  confession  453  persons,  and  by  certificate  461,  and  4000 
children  and  young  persons  have  been  instructed  in  Sabbath-schools, 
Bible  and  catechetTcal  classes.  And  a  return  of  about  S900  has  been 
received  from  them  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Board. 

The  Report  further  mentions  that  these  churches  and  missions  are 
in  the  main  prosperous ;  that,  while  no  special  refreshing  of  gi-ace  has 
been  granted  to  any,  all  appear  to  be  iavorcd  with  testimony  of  the 
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Divine  presence,  and  that  <a  commendable  attention  is  given  to  thcii- 
temporal  affairs  that  difficulties  from  these,  alas !  too  coniiuon  causes, 
may  be  removed  out  of  the  way. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  state  and  results  of  the  operations  of  the 
Board  during  the  year  is  gratifymg. 

The  totaraiiiou'nt  of  monies  received  during  the  year  is  $15,257.29. 

The  total  amount  paid  out  during  the  same  time  for  appropriations 
and  the  necessary  uses  of  the  Board  is  the  same  amount  of  §^15,257.29. 

The  report  mentions  another  kind  of  contribution  which  is  at  once 
commendal)le  on  the  pai't  of  donors  and  useful  to  the  missionaries,  to 
wit:  clothing  and  house-keeping  articles.  Tliis  form  of  aid  the 
churches  can  very  conveniently  render,  and  it  merits  a  larger  share  of 
attention. 

2.  That  the  Avork  committed  to  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions  is  of  the  highest  moment,  whether  it  be  reviewed  in  its  spirit- 
ual aspects  or  in  its  connection  with  the  growth  and  stability  of  the 
Church,  is  a  proposition  too  plain  to  be  denied  or  to  require  illustration. 

Nor  is  any  argument  needed  to  commend  the  Board  itself  to  the 
confidence  of  thc^ Synod,  their  zeal  and  fidelity  being  equally  tried  and 
firm. 

To  give  efliciency  and  permanence  to  this  departme^it  of  our 
interests,  it  is  desirable,  if  not  essential,  that  the  action  of  the  Church 
should  be  unanimous  and  cordial.  It  is  not  merely  a  work  of  charity  ; 
it  is  also  a  Avork  for  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ.  The  Synod,  the 
Board,  the  Churches,  act  herein  under  the  authority  of  our  Avhole  Eccle- 
siastical Constitution  to  spread  and  perpetuate  the  doctrines  of  grace, 
as  we  hold  them  in  our  faith  and  interpret  them  in  our  standards ;  and 
the  plans,  means,  and  fields  of  the  missionary  work  are  entirely  within 
the  control  of  the  Synod.  Of  the  character  and  resources  of  the 
Church  your  Committee  need  not  speak,  since  these  toi>ics  have  been 
alike  hajtpily  and  strongly  brought  into  view  in  the  Eeport  which 
treats  of  tiie  formation  "of  a  Board  of  Publication.  But  we  wish  to 
present  to  the  Synod  this  particular  aspect  of  the  missions,  their  emi- 
nenthj  denominational  asj^cct. 

It  appears  that  the  collections  in  the  churches  witliin  the  bounds  of 
the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  amounting  to  $7894,  have  been 
made  in  107  churches  out  of  161  churches ;  and  that  in  the  Synod  of 
Albany,  $2959  have  been  collected  in  85  churches  out  of  158 : 
there  being  included  in  this  accoimt  $550  raised  and  apjiropriated 
within  and  by  the  Classis  of  Orange,  consisting  of  20  churches, 
without  reference  to  tliis  Board.  Now*  if  127  chm-ches  in  the  two 
Synods,  outVjf  339,  have  made  no  collection  at  all,  does  it  not  appear  to 
be  a  proper  subject  of  notice  as  a  circumstance  showing  how  greatly 
this  department  of  our  interests  needs  a  cordial  nniversalitij  of  regard? 
We  pronounce  no  censure.  We  hold  up  no  invidious  distinction. 
But  the  doctrines  and  order,  the  government  and  prosperity  of  the 
Church,  surely  must  be  allowed  to  be  strong  arguments,  beside  the 
spiritual  oldigations  of  the  case,  to  support  the  claivi  of  a  cordial,  uni- 
versal, denominational  .txppjort  of  missions.  \ 
Your  Committee  submit  to  Synod  the  following  resolutions: 
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Resolved,  1.  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  house,  it  is  held  to  be 
the  duty  of  every  church  and  mission,  without  exception,  to  present 
to  the  cause  of  domestic  missions  a  contribution,  even  if  it  be  no 
greater  than  "  the  widow's  mite,"  once  in  every  year,  and  that  each 
minister  and  missionary  be  enjoined  to  give  this  duty  his  especial  care. 

Resolved,  2.  That  all  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Clmrch,  all  the 
aspects  of  moral,  educational,  political,  and  ecclesiastical  affairs,  and 
the  state  of  the  country,  with  the  influences  bearing  upon  our  institu- 
tions, loudly  call  for  united,  energetic,  and  unwearied  action  in  this  cause. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  Board  be  instructed, to  commence  new  enter  - 
prises,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  in  every  prom.incnt  place,  whether 
east  or  west,  with  especial  reference  to  forming  a  continuous  line  of 
chui'ches  from  the  Atlantic  westward. 

III.  We  learn  also  from  this  report  that  "  nothing  has  been  a  more 
serious  hindrance  to  our  progress  than  the  lack  of  suitable  laborers.^'' 

It  is  indeed  a  mortifying  fact  that  when  the  fields  are  white  for  har- 
vest, when  important  openings  present  themselves  in  the  larger  cities 
and  prominent  towns,  and  when  thronging  miiltitudes  migrate  to  our 
shores,  we  can  not  obtain  ministers  who  shall  go  and  do  the  great  worjc 
so  invitingly  proflerred  in  the  Master's  vineyard.  Our  only  resource, 
however,  is  in  the  grace  and  command  of  Him  m'Iio  has  bidden  us  pray 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  forth  "  laborers  into  his  harvest."  _ 
On  this  point  your  Committee  submit  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  it  be  specially  requested  that  each  minister  shall, 
besides  frequent  references  to  the  subject  in  his  usual  ministrations  on 
the  day  set  apart  for  prayer  for  God's  saving  blessing  on  schools  and 
colleges,  or  at  such  time  as  shall  be  more  convenient,  but  certainly 
once  within  the  year,  pi-esent  to  the  people  of  his  charge  this  pressing 
want  of  more  laborers  in  the  Gospel  ministry. 

IV.  Your  Committee  submit  also  for  the  action  of  Synod,  a  plan  of 
a  Church-Buildinrj  Fund,  which  the  Board  of  Missions  has  prepared 
and  sent  up  for  examination.  The  basis  of  the  action  of  the  Board  is 
an  article  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board  itself,  which  contemplates 
such  a  measure,  and  its  reason  the  necessities  which  their  comiection 
with  new  or  feeble  churches  brmgs  to  view.  The  following  is  the 
scheme  : 

1.  A  sum  of  money  not  less  than  ($25,000)  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  to  l^e  called  ''the  Church-Building  Fund;'  shall  be  raised 
before  October  1,  1855,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  erection 
of  houses  of  worship  in  our  denomination. 

2.  Said  fund  shall  be  held  by  the  Board  of  Corporation,  and  shall 
be  managed  and  dispensed  according  to  the  directions  hereinafter 
stated  by  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions. 

3.  No  greater  amount  than  one  fifth  of  each  thousand  dollars  which 
the  building  may  cost,  shall  be  appropriated  to  any  one  church,  and 
not  more  than  (I;  1000)  one  thousand  dollars  in  any  case. 

4.  A  first  bond  and  mortgage  for  said  sum  shall  ])e  executed  to  the 
Board  of  Corporation,  to  be  'made  payable  immediately  upon  any 
change  of  ecclesiastical  relation,  by  every  church  receiving  an  appro- 
priation, l)ut  no  interest  shall  lie  exacted  thereon  so  long  as  such 
church  shall  make  a  yearly  collection  fur  the  fimd. 
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5.  No  part  of  said  fund  shall  be  appropriated  within  the  limits  of 
the  cities  of  New-York,  Brooklyn,  or  Jersey  City. 

6.  The  several  Classes  shall  take  order,  that  a  general  concerted 
effort  he  made  to  raise  the  aforesaid  sum,  on  the  second  Sabbath  of 
the  month  of  January,  and  to  have  a  yearly  collection  in  every  subse- 
quent year. 

7.  A  Committee  shall  be  appointed,  consisting  of  Rev.  Talbot  W. 
Chambers,  Gusta\^^s  Abcel,  Oscar  H.  Gregory,  and  the  Elders  Abra- 
ham Van  Nest  and  Albert  Chrystie  to  prepare  a  circular,  setting 
forth  the  details  of  the  plan,  and  its  claims,  find  generally  to  aid  in  the 
accomplishment  of  the  enterprise. 

III.  Of  the  Communication  from  the  Classis  of  Holland. — This 
document  presents  the  inquiry  whether  a  teacher  in  the  Holland 
Academy  may  be  at  the  same  time  commissioned  by  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions  as  a  missionary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preach 
in  the  English  language,  under  the  direction  of  that  Classis.  The 
force  of  the  inquiry  lies  in  the  fict  that  the  Academy  alone  does  not 
furnish  a  sufficient  support  for  its  principal,  and  that  an  appropriation 
from  the  Board  would,  by  his  employment  as  an  English  missionary 
on  the  Sabbath,  accomplish  what  is  otherwise  a  fatal  deficiency.  A 
strict  construction,  of  the  laws  of  the  Board  enacted  by  this  Synod, 
would  forbid  such  a  course.  It  is,  however,  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, that  to  render  aid  to  the  colonies  of  emigrants  from  the  father- 
land has  been  accepted  as  one  of  the  great  duties  of  domestic  mis- 
sions, and  has  received  the  approbation  of  the  Church.  English 
preaching,  the  v>'ant  of  which  in  our  early  history  has  so  irremediably 
injured  and  afflicted  lis,  is  asserted  by  the  Classis  of  Holland  as  neces- 
sary to  the  religious  education  of  their  young  people,  their  gradua. 
preparation  for  American  service,  and  their  safety  (as  to  sound  doc- 
trine) in  hearing  American  preaching.  This  measure  receives  the 
attention  of  the  Board,  and  appointments  have  been  made.  Now, 
yourCommittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  this  field  of  domes- 
tic missions  fully  justify  the  employment  of  the  teacher  of  the  Holland 
Academy  in  the  office  of  the  ministry.^  although  it  inay  be  in  no  imme- 
diate pastorship.,  nor  yet  in  a?i  itinerant  mission,  and  that  a  sufficient 
appropriation  for  the  contemplated  ministerial  service  may  be  pro- 
perly made. 

We  submit  the  folloAving  resolution :  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  grant  an 
appointment  and  appropriation  as  the  Holland  Classis  have  desired, 
subject,  however,  always  to  the  laAvs  which  regulate  their  appropria- 
tions in  other  respects. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  alludes  to  an  arrangement  made  for  the 
purpose  of  the  prompt  payment  of  appropriatioJis.  The  details  of  so 
important  an  arrangement  are  not  set  forth,  but  your  Committee  may 
state  that,  through  an  agreement  entered  into  between  some  of  the  lay 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  one  of  the  city  banks,  the 
Treasurer  is  enabled  to  draw  money  up  to  a  certain  maximum  amount, 
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to  meet  the  payments  falling  due  to  appropriations.  This  generous 
plan,  involving  of  course  the  personal  responsibility  of  the  members 
referred  to,  for  the  bank  account,  relieves  greatly  the  enil>arras3ments 
which  have  been  at  times  so  pamful  to  the  missionaries,  and  so  dis- 
honoring to  the  Church.  We  mention  this  fact  to  the  honor  of  the 
brethren  who  have  entered  into  this  arrangement,  and  at  the  same 
time,  with  the  further  object  of  presenting  it  as  an  argument  to  the 
Churches  for  their  prompt  and  united  support  of  the  Board.  _  These 
bank  accounts  are  of  course  repaid  as  collections  are  paid  into  the 

treasury.  /.id       i  • 

Your  Committee  would  mention,  also,  the  diligence  ot  the  Board  m 
its  interesting  charge.  During  the  past  year,  for  a  period  of  three 
months,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  laid  aside  from  his  duties 
by  a  severe  and  dangerous  illness,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor  immediately 
came  forM^ard,  and  assumed  the  duties  thus  providentially  interrupted, 
and  enabled  the  Executive  Committee  to  carry  forward  the  work  with 
energy,  while  the  benefits  of  the  office  were  of  course  all  continued  to 
our  disabled  brother. 

Your  Committee  conclude  with  remarking  that  the  view  ot  the 
missions  presented  in  the  Report  of  the  Board,  when  taken  together 
with  the  whole  aspect  of  the  Church,  inspires  them  with  the  _  belief 
that  there  has  been  no  period  in  our  history  when  so  many  circum- 
stances, both  within  and  around  our  heritage,  incited  to  a  firm,  cordial, 
:iiid  undivided  action.  Let  the  Church  foster,  with  unsparing_  care,^ 
her  whole  circle  of  Boards  and  Institutions,  and  with  the  blessing  ot 
her  great  Head  and  Lord  upon  her  devotion  to  the  faith  once  deliv- 
ered to  the  saints,  there  will  be  money  for  her  treasury,  there  will  be 
ministers  for  her  work,  there  will  be  enlargement  and  stability,  and 
ripened  fruits  for  her  reward. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

GEO.  H.  FISHER,   Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  making  a  collection  on  the  first  Sabbath 
of  every  month,  for  the  promotion  of  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missions 
under  the  charge  of  this  Synod,  as  such  plan  is  now  with  great  success 
carried  out  in  some  of  our  churches,  be  recommended  to  the  notice 
and  adoption  of  all  the  churches  where  other  arrangements  shall  not 
imperatively  hinder  its  employment. 

The  Committee  on  Nommations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded 
to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Re- 
formed Protestant  Dutch  Church  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 
On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were 
elected,  viz. :  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Berg,  D.D.,  Philip  Peltz,  Thomas  M. 
Stron"-,  D.D.,  and  Messrs.  Sanford  Cobb  and  Charles  S.  Little. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded 
to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  whose 
term  of  service  had  expired.     On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
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that  the  following  wore  chosen,  viz. :  Rev.  James  Scott,  D.D.,  Charles 
S.  Hegeman,  William  J.  R.  Taylor,  and  Messrs.  William  B.  Crosby, 
Theodore  Frclinghuyson,  Maurice  Viele,  Charles  Duscnberry,  and 
John  I.  Brouwer, 

The  Connnittce  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  number 
of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  individuals  to  preach  the  Aimual  Mis- 
sionary Sermons,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  Rev. 
Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.D.,  was  chosen  Primarius  to  preach  the  ser- 
mon on  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  Rev,  J .  Romeyn  Berry, 
Secundus  ;  Rev.  Charles  S.  ]  legeman  was  chosen  Primarius  to  preach 
the  sermon  on  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  Rev.  Paul  D.  Van 
Clecf,  Secundus. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  be  requested  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  our  Missionaries  in  the  West,  and  their  Elders  who 
are  delegates  to  the  present  session  of  the  General  Synod ;  provided, 
that  not  more  than  four  delegates  from  any  one  Classis  claim  the 
benefit  of  this  provision,  and  that  not  more  than  $50  be  paid  to  any 
one  person, 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

W  1  D  0  W  S  '      F  U  N  D  . 

,  Tlie  Conmiittcc  on  the  Widows'  Fund  reported,  and  their  Report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  respectfully  report :  That 
they  have  examined  the  documents  placed  in  their  hands  frOm  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Fund,  in  which  they  learn  that  the  present  amount  of 
the  fund  is  §13,741.03,  Of  this  amount  812,750  is  invested  on  bond 
secured  by  mortgage,  and  the  balance  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  is  §091,93,  There  arc  at  present  eiglit  annuitants  who  have 
received  of  income  during  the  past  year,  arising  from  interest  and  pay- 
ment of  subscriptions,  §1375,  Amount  received  as  income,  $26(59.08. 
Of  this,  §1100  was  received  from  clerical  subscribers  to  the  flmd, 
■who  now  number  01.  Six  have  withdrawn  their  subscriptions  during 
the  year. 

Only  nine  ch.urchcs  have  made  collections  to  be  added  to  the  fund, 
viz. :  Market-street  Church  in  New- York,  2d  Church  of  Albany,  New 
Utrecht,  Six-Mile  Run,  Bergen,  Wayne-street,  Jersey  City  ;  Wynant's 
Kill,  Ilackensack,  and  Waterford ;  amounting  in  all  to  §189.69. 

We  regret  that  this  fund  does  not  receive  a  larger  share  of  the 
Mberality  of  the  churches,  and  that  a  gi-eater  number  of  our  ministers 
do  not  interest  themselves  in  it.  At  the  present  time,  Avhile  the  sala- 
ries of  most  of  our  ministers  are  scarcely  sufficient  for  their  support, 
and  no  provision  can  be  made  for  the  future  for  their  families  out  of 
incomes  so  inadequate,  does  not  this  fund  afford  them  the  very  best 
and  most  economical  provision  for  sickness  and  widowhood '?     Your 
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Committee  express  the  hope  that  the  Church,  and  her  ministry,  will 
do  lar  more  for  an  object  so  benevolent,  and  which  has  already  proved 
that  its  founders  were  right  in  their  conception  of  its  working  and 

utility.  . 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Aii  oi  wiin-i  I  J  J   g-_  DURYBA,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE    XX. 

PARTICULARIA. 

It  appearing  that  no  delegation  was  appointed  by  the  Particular 
Synod'of  Albany  to  attend  this  Synod  from  the  Classis  of  Holland, 
and  a  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  that  Classis  ha^-ing  been  presented, 
nommating  Rev.  A.  C.  Van  Raalte  as  such  delegate,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  name  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Van  Raalte  be  enrolled  as  a 
member  of  this  Synod. 

The   communication   containing   the   bequest   of   Rev.  Elias  Van 

Benschoten  was  read. 

Certain  resolutions  were  presented  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the 
New-Bruns\vick  Review,  which  having  been  discussed,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee, 
eonsisting  of  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  John  De  Witt,  and  Gustavus 
Abeel.  The  Committee  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
ulaanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  regard  ^vith  cordial  approbation  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  New-Brunswick  Review,  commenced  by  the  counsel 
and  patronage  of  the  Society  of  the  Alumni  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary as  an  important  means  of  defending  and  fortifying  the  ancient 
position  of  our  Church,  of  illustrating  her  history  and  promoting  the 
success  and  efficiency  of  her  institution.  The  Synod  having  full  con- 
fidence that  under  the  care  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  its  editor, 
Dr  Proudfit,  it  will  be  ably  and  faithfully  conducted,  and  desirous 
and  solicitous  that  itmay  receive  an  adequate  and  permanent  support, 
we  commend  it  to  the  cooperation  and  patronage  of  the  ministers  and 
members  of  our  Church. 

The  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  practicability  of 
establishing  a  permanent  "Board  of  Publication,"  (p.  382,)  submitted 
their  Report,  which  was  accepted,  ummimoushj  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  General  Synod  to  mquire  into 
the  practicability  of  establishing  a  permanent  Board,  to  be  called  the 
"  Board  of  Publication  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,' 
would  respectfully  report:  ,       -r>      w  ^    n  i    « ^^A 

The  subject  which  was  by  the  Resolution  of  General  Synod 
intrusted  to  the  consideration  of  your  Committee,  is  one  of  great 
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importance,  both  in  Itself  consiclered,  and  also  in  the  wide-spread  and 
momentons  issnes  which  must  flow  from  it.  This  thought,  together 
wnth  the  faet  that  it  proposed  a  neAV  field  of  operation  to  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Diitoh  Church,  has  induced  your  Committee  to  view-  the 
entire  subject  with  candor  and  caution  durhig  the  past  year.  The  Com- 
mittee have  held  several  meetings  for  conference  and  investigation. 
They  have  also  examined  the  Constitution  of  the  different  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Boards  of  Publication,  in  order  that  a  clearer  and  more  correct 
understanding  might  be  obtained  of  the  practical  working  of  these  dif- 
ferent plans."  Two  of  the  Committee  have  also  visited  in  person  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication,  which  is  located  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  They  were  received  with  great  respect  and  courtesy. 
And  to  the  credit  of  the  managers  of  the  histitution  it  must  be  said,  that 
they  most  freely  furnished  your  Committee  with  every  necessary  item 
of  information.  h\  a  few  hours,  by  observing  the  harmonious  and 
systematic  operation  of  every  department,  we  learned  more  of  the 
practicability  of  such  histitutions  than  could  have  been  acquired  by 
months  employed  in  theorizing  and  planning.  A  lengthened  conver- 
sation was  also  held  with  Rev.  Dr.  Boardman,  who  is  the  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  wlio  most  fully  and  to  our  entire  satisfiic- 
tion  explained  the  internal  operations  of  the  Board,  their  mode  of  pro- 
cedure in  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  nattu-e  of  the  various 
plans  which  they  had  adopted  to  give  etiiciency  to  the  Board. 

This  information  was  fully  reported  to  the  Committee.  After  a 
careful  investigation  of  the  entire  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  your 
Committee  felt  most  deeply  impressed  with  the  thought  that  the  time 
had  fully  come  iov  the  Rcfornied  Protestant  Dutch  Church  to  come 
up  and  take  her  bounden  position  in  the  rank  with  every  other  branch 
of  the  Church  of  God,  and  do  what  in  her  lies  in  this  department  of 
Christian  benevolence  ;  and  hence  they  have  unanimously 

Resolved,  Tliat  it  was  both  expedient  and  practicable  for  the  General 
Synod  to  organize  a  Permanent  Board  of  Publication. 

To  lay  before  the  Synod  all  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  the 
Committee  woidd  trespass  too  much  upon  your  time.  We  shall, 
therefore,  only  present  the  niore  important. 

Whilst  the  first  and  chiefest  instrumentality  tor  spreading  abroad 
divine  truth  is  the  ministr}-  of  reconciliation,  the  Master's  own  appoint- 
ment, and  t<;)  which  he  has  promised  special  blessing,  yet  it  is  not 
derogating  the  least  from  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  pulpit,  to  say 
that  the  religious  Press  must  accompany  it.  The  living  ministry  can 
only  periodically  present  and  unfold  the  oracles  of  God;  but  in  order 
to  develop,  in  all  its  beauty  and  symmetric  proportions,  the  Christian 
character,  the  religious  book  and  tract  must  tuid  its  way  to  the  parlor, 
the  fire-side,  the  closet,  the  counting-room,  and  the  workshop ;  that  thus 
through  the  hours  of  the  week,  the  mind  and  conscience  may  become 
more  deeply  impressed,  and  the  pious  soul  more  fully  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  truth.  But  who  shall  supply  this  religious  reading?  "Most 
private  publishers  regard  this  description  of  works  as  too  little  adapted 
to  the  popular  taste  to  be  salable.  The  '/mc/e'  are  not  generally  willing 
to  engage  in  this  department  of  publishing.  A  few  Christian  men  have 
13 
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devoted  their  time  and  cajMtal  to  the  diffusioi^  of  iiii  eviiiigelieal  rel'igio\Jr->' 
literature,  and  for  their  services  to  the  truth,  and  to  the  host  interests  of 
their  fellow-men  they  deserve  all  praise."     But  what  they  are  accom- 
plishing is  but  as  the  drop  in  the  bucket,  when  compared  \dth  the 
pressing  wants  of  the  Church  and  the  world?     A  xcrj  large  proportion, 
perhaps  by  far  the  largest,  of  our  own  congregations,  lies  beyond  the 
reach  of  Ijookstores,  and  the  regular  channels  upon  which  the  trade 
depend    for  their  circulation.     How  arc  the  farms,  the  cabins,  the 
secluded  neighliorhoods  and  new  settlements  to  l)e  supplied?  Shall  we 
be  pointed  to  the  Benevolent  Societies  of  the  day,  the  American  Tract 
Society,  and  others'?     We  reply,  that  whilst  we  respect  and  love  these 
Associations,  and  ^\■ould  ever  bid  them  God-speed,  yet  they  are  Union 
in  their  princij^le,  and  hence  only  such  works  as  shall  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Committee  can  be' published;  hence,  sometimes  what  we, 
as  true  Calvinists,  consider  as  the  strong  meat,  may  be  rejected,  and 
only  that  issued  which,  while  it  may  warin  tlie  heart  and  strengthen 
the  graces  of  the  soul,  may  not  fully  enlighten  the  mind  and  affect  the 
judgment.    To  whom,  therefore,  shall  we  look  f(  >r  this  supply  of  religious 
reading,  ^dth  more  confidence  than  to  the  Church  ?     No  Benevoleiit 
Institution  can  relieve  her  of  the  responsibility  of  feeding  her  own 
children  with  the  bread  of  life  ;   she  has  ample  means,  and  is  therefore 
abundantlv  able  to  place  in  every  one  of  her  numerous  households,  a 
literature  adapted  to  build  up  God's  people  in  their  most  holy  faith,^ 
and  to  make  the  sinner  wdse  unto   salvation.     Again:  As  a  branch  of 
what  may  be  called  the  Calvinistic  lamily,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  to  furnish  all  her  congregations  with  a  thoroughly 
sound  Calvinistic  literature.     Her  standards  teach  a  distinct  system  of 
doctrine;   her  ministers,  elders,  and  deacons  are  only  admitted  to 
ordination  when  they  shall  have  fully  professed  their  faith  in  these 
doctrines;  nay,  her  existence  as  a  separate  organization  is  ovring  to  the 
fact  that  she  possessed  these  peculiarities.     Why,  then,  should  she  not 
teach  them  as  faithfully  through  the  press,  as  through  the  pulpit? 
"  The  more  truth  the  soul  receives  and  adheres  to,  provided  it  be  God's 
ti-uth  and  in  its  right  proportions,  the  more  will  that  soul  advance  in 
sanctification,  grace  thereto  being  given ;  and  thus  advancing,  the  more 
thoroughlv  will  be  opened  up  the  well-spring  of  love  both  toward  God 
and  man.'"     Is  it  not,  thereibre,  most  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Dutch 
Church  to  teach  practical  godliness  through  its  pul)lications,  and  such 
a  godliness  as  is  founded  on  a  sound  and  complete  system  of  theology — 
a  theologv  which  will  give  substance  and  richness  to  its  fruits? 

In  taking  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Synod  for  the 
past  ten  years,  it  is  evident  that  the  want  of  a  church  literature  (by 
which  we  mean  not  simply  a  denominational,  but  such  a  literature  as 
is  sanctioned  with  the  imjirimatur  of  the  Church)  has  been  most  deeply 
felt;  hence,  at  dilFercnt  times,  resolutions  have  been  adopted,  professedly 
to  meet  this  exigency,  by  diverting  the  attention  of  our  people  away 
from  their  own  Church,  either  to  the  Boards  of  other  churches,  or  else 
to  those  Benevolent  Institutions  which  are  under  no  specific  eeclesiastica] 
control  or  supervision. 

In  the  year  1849,  the  delegates  who  had  attended  the  con^'ontion  of 
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the  Presbyterian  denoniiDations,  which  was  hold  in  the  fall  of  1848, 
seemed  to  be  so  impressed  with  the  urgent  nature  of  this  want,  and  of 
the  imperative  duty  of  the  Church  to  meet  it  in  some  way,  that  they 
use  the  tidlowing  language:  "The  undersigned  would  venture  to  sug- 
gest for  the  consideration'  of  the  Synod,  whether  it  Avould  not  be  a  most 
etfectual  means  of  disseminating  more  widely  among  our  people  those 
views  of  d(jetrine  and  church  government  we  deem  important,  if  the 
Synod  recommended  to  our  ministers  and  churches  to  render  every 
facility  in  their  jioAvcr  to  colporteurs  for  the  circulation  of  the  many 
admirable  works  issued  by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication," 

Upon  this  recommendation  the  Synod  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved.  That  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  delegates, 
they  recommend  the  ministers  and  churches  under  their  care,  to  render 
every  tacilitv  in  their  power  to  colporteurs  for  the  circulation  of  the 
many  admirable  Avorks  issued  by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publica- 
tion, that  bear  directly  on  the  great  distinctive  ])rinci])les  of  evangelical 
truth  and  Presbyterial  order. 

From  this  Syiiodical  action,  it  is  evident  that  the  lAcformed  Dutch 
Church  has  long  felt  the  importance  of  widely  disseminating  a  religious 
literature  which  was  not  only  evangelical  but  also  distinctive  in  its 
)iature,  setting  forth,  in  the  "clearest  and  most  convincing  light,  the 
peculiar  doctrines,  history  and  polity  of  the  great  Presbyterial  family, 
and  simply  because  there  existed  no  permanent  Board  of  Pul:»lication  in 
our  own  Church,  the  Synod  naturally  looked  to  that  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  most  cordially  recommended  its  publications  for 
general  circulation. 

The  question,  therefcjre,  before  your  Conimittee  was  not  the  import- 
ance of  a  religious  and  evangelical  literature,  but  whether  it  was 
expedient  for  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  to  organize  an 
independent  Board  of  Public-ation,  which,  by  publishing  works  both  of 
a  practical  and  distinctive  character,  and  also  by  circulating  those  of 
otlier  evangelical  churches,  which  may  be  properly  approved,  might 
fully  meet  the  pressing  wants  of  the  Church  ?  In  regard  to  this  point, 
your  Committee  art"  fully  convinced.  The  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  Church  occupies  a  position  in  this  country,  which  is  calculated 
to  attract  the  attention  of  every  other  religious  denomination.  The 
oldest  denomination  in  the  country,  and  containing  within  herself 
resources  well  nigh  unlimited,  she  is  capable,  if  untrammeled  and 
unopposed,  of  exerting  a  wide-spread  and  healthful  influence,  not  only 
upon  her  own  commvmion,  but  also  upon  every  other  denomination, 
and  the  world. 

la  whatever  point  of  \  iew  you  contemplate  hei',  she  is  the  object  of 
interest.  Venerable  in  her  history,  pure  and  Calvinistic  in  her  doe- 
trine,  representative  in  her  polity,  and  harmonious  in  her  operations, 
she  may  well  claim  the  united  regard  of  other  churches  and  the  world. 
Linked  by  historic  association  with  the  Reformed  Church  of  Holland, 
and  by  ecclesiastical  association  with  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  held  at  Dordrecht  in  the  years  1618  and  1019,  what  deno- 
mmation  can  claim  a  more  honored  ancestrv"?     And  what   better 
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apostolic  succession  need  v/e  desire,  than  to  have  a  place  in  a  Church 
which  has  thus  been  handed  doAvn  from  those  sainted  men,  who  though 
dead  still  speak  ?  It  is  no  unwarranted  egotism,  therefore,  in  us  to 
say,  that  we  honoi-,  respect,  and  love  that  Church  which  for  centuries 
has  stood  forth  amid  the  night  of  error  and  delusion,  as  a  beacon  light, 
to  point  the  inquiring  to  the  way  of  life,  and  which,  like  Gibraltar 
itself  in  the  midst  of  the  dissensions  and  defections  which  have  pain- 
fully tried  other  churches,  has  always  remained  true  to  her  Calvinistic 
history,  and  unshaken  in  her  support  of  the  distinctive  features  of  the 
Protestant  Reformation. 

If  from  her  history  and  polity  we  turn  to  glance  at  the  character  of. 
her  ministry,  what  Church  can  present  a  fuller  and  brighter  array  of 
more  able,  pious,  and  indefatigable  men,  whose  praise  is  in  all  the 
churches  1  What  theologian  in  this  country  was  deeper  read  in  the 
Scripture,  and  more  able  to  unfold  the  deep  things  of  heavenly  truth, 
than  her  own  Livingston  ]  Wliat  critics  more  learned  and  f imiliar 
with  the  science  of  truth,  than  her  lamented  De  Witt  and  WoodhulH 
What  Church  historian  m.ore  conversant  with  the  dry  details  of  past 
centuries,  what  ecclesiastical  politician  better  skilled  in  the  laws  of 
God's  house,  and  what  pastor  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  this  solemn  office,  than  her  truly  lamented 
Cannon  ?  from  whose  lips  truth  fell  with  impressive  power,  and  from 
whose  feet,  as  from  Gamaliel,  the  vast  proportion  of  the  ministry  of 
the  Church  has  gone  forth.  What  missionary  more  devoted,  spiritu- 
ally minded,  and  suecessfid,  than  the  cherished  Abeel? 

But  not  to  extend  this  view,  if  to  the  sainted  dead  we  add  the  liv- 
inf  ministry  of  the  Church,  w-e  witness  a  body  of  men  whose  influence 
for  good  is  too  extensive  for  measurement,  and  v.diose  lives  of  piety   . 
and  exertion  are  an  invaluable  treasury  of  blessing  to  the  Church. 

W'e  have  given  this  hasty  sketch  of  the  Church  in  order  to  briug 
out  in  clear  light  her  excellences,  and  also  to  exhibit  how  much  she 
possesses  to  commend  her  to  the  favorable  notice  of  all.  The  question 
now  suggests  itself  v/ith  great  force :  What  has  the  Reformed  Protest- 
ant Dutch  Church  done  to  widen  the  area  of  her  usefulness,  and  to 
crive  publicity  to  her  character  and  history  1     Possessed  of  moneyed 
power,  a  sound  and  Calvinistic  faith,  a  form  of  govermnent  which 
in  its  every  feature  commends  itself  to  the  American  mind,  and  blest 
in  the  past  and  present  with  an  able  and  devoted  ministry,  what  is 
the  Church  doing  to  disseminate  her  views  and  features,  and  to  aug- 
ment her  influence'?     In  this  point  of  view,  in  her  official  capacity  as  a 
Church,  we  regret  to  say  she  has  done  but  little.     Other  denominations, 
which  have  sprung  into  church  existence  since  the  Reformed  Dutch, 
have  years  ago  established  their  Boards  of  Publication,  and  as  the  face 
of  society  has  changed,  they  have  taken  advantage  of  every  auspicious 
f,\cm  and  caused  to  be  pui)lishcd  v,^orks  and  tracts  which  were  designed 
to  present  their  distinctive  features,  and  to  awaken  the  general  interest 
of  the  religious  community.     By  this  means  they  gain  the  attentioii  of 
the  public  mind  and  correct  false  impressions,  and  thus,  long  before 
they  attempt  distinct  organizations,  theii-  publications,  scattered  far  and 
wide  have  opened  for  them  an  entrance,  and  consequently  the  denom- 


JUNE,  1854.  .  485 

illation  appears  familiar ;  and  with  a  correct  understanding  of  the  distinct- 
ivc  features  of  the  Church,  ChristiaJis  are  found  ready  to  cooperate  in 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  such  an  organization. 

But  in  this  respect,  as  a  Chvrch,  we  have,  comparatively  speaking, 
done  nothing.  Whilst  a  few  of  our  ministry,  npon  their  own  indivi- 
dual respoiisibility,  have  pnblished  works  designed  to  mifold  and 
explain  the  distinctive  features  of  the  Church,  yet  officially  the  Church 
has  done,  in  this  line  of  duty,  l)ut  little.  The  religious  w^orks  of  her 
mmistry  are  pnblished  by  other  parties,  and  even  Dr.  Cannon's  emi- 
nent work  on  Pastoral  Theology,  which  is  destined  to  become  the  text- 
book in  the  most  of  the  theological  seminaries,  and  which  is  peculiarly 
the  offspring  of  the  Dutch  Church,  is  published  (for  the  want  of  a 
Church  Board)  by  a  publishing  ho\ise  in  the  city  of  New- York. 

To  whatever  cause  it  may  be  attributable,  outside  of  the  immediate 
boundaries  of  the  Dutch  Church,  there  does  exist  a  wide-spread  ignor- 
ance in  regard  t^)  her  history  and  character.  She  is  sometimes  con 
founded  with  other  denominations,  and  consequently,  so  long  as  this 
ignorance  (be  it  willful  or  otherwise)  exists,  the  Church  must  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree  feel  its  blighting  influence.  The  tongue  of 
scandal  has  also  during  the  past  year  uttered  its  calumnies,  and  circu- 
lated against  us  the  most  unprm-oked  flilsehoods,  whilst  the  pen  of 
controversv,  dipped  in  gall,  and  wielded  by  deceit,  has  written  against 
us  bitter  things ;  and  in  fact,  from  the  elevated  and  commanding  posi- 
tion which  as"  a  Church  we  assumed  last  year,  in  protesting  against 
every  departure  from  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  we  must 
expect  these  attacks'*" from  every  side,  and  in  every  variety  of  form. 
How,  then,  shall  we  remoA-e  this  'ignorance,  uproot  these  prejudices,  and 
meet  these  attacks  1  Most  assuredly  it  is  not  to  be  done  by  remain- 
ing quiet  at  home  in  the  full  and  blest  enjoyment  of  our  valued  privi- 
leges; neither  is  it  to  be  done  by  a  radical  change  of  our  policy;  but 
simply  by  giving  a  wider  scope  for  the  operation  of  the  Church,  by  the 
establishment  and  vigorous  maintenance  of  a  Permanent  Board  of 
Publication,  to  meet  an  exigency  for  which  there  is  no  otlier  provision, 
and  which,  as  a  separate  denomination,  we  are  bound  to  supply ;  for 
we  hold  that  the  apostolic  injunction  is  equally  as  applicable  to  the 
household  of  faith  as  it  is  to  the  domestic:  "But  if  any  provide  not  for 
his  own,  and  especially  for  those  of  his  own  house,  he  hath  denied  the 
faith,  and  is  W(jrse  than  an  infidel."  If  the  Church  does  not  train  up 
her  ovm  children,  and  also  sufhciently  enlighten  all  (both  within  and 
without  her  bf>unds)  in  respect  to  her' peculiar  and  commendable  cha- 
racter, she  need  not  think  it  strange  if  her  children  wander  to  other 
folds,  and  few  come  in  from  withoiit  to  increase  her  mmiber  and  aug- 
ment her  strength.  And  surely  none  can  object  to  a  denominational 
literature ;  for  however  this  expression  may,  in  the  opinion  of  some, 
savor  of  sectarianism,  yet  we  firmly  believe  that  a  Christian  denomi- 
nation, no  matter  how  well  founded  and  supplied  with  means  of 
improvement  in  other  respects,  can  not  prosjier  to  a  very  high  degi-ee 
without  a  sound  and  well-a]>p roved  denominational  literature,  and  that 
no  instituti(m  can  supply  except  the  Church  itself.  Hence,  in  the 
-establishment  of  such  o  literature,   the  Dutch  Church    is   presented 
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■with  an  open  and  v/ide  field  of  usefulness,  upon  which  she  is  called  to 
enter  hy  the  uvgeiit  Avants  of  her  people.  Silently,  but  still  most  suc- 
cessfully, through  her  distinctive  publications,  woidd  the  Church  in  its 
own  way,  and  under  its  own  control,  extend  the  area  of  her  usefulness, 
and  cause  her  institutions  to  be  respected  and  ajiproved  by  all. 

In  the  publication  of  the  Neiu-Bnins^okk  Revieio  (which  for  abilitj', 
research,  critical  acumen,  and  interest  of  style,  must  demand  respect 
and  patronage)  an  important  step  has  been  taken ;  and  if  the  General 
Synod  will  only  follow  it,  by  establishing  the  proposed  Board,  and 
efficiently  maintain  it,  your  Committee  are  firmly  of  the  opinion,  that 
then  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  will  assume  her  rightful 
position,  and  her  influence  be  felt  and  acknowledged  by  every  branch 
of  the  Church.  No  longer  will  she  be  regarded  as  the  Benjamin, 
"the  little  one  among  the  thousands  of  Judah;"  for  in  her  historic 
honors,  and  in  the  dignity  and  learning  of  her  ministry,  in  the  intelli- 
gence and  culture  of  its  laity,  in  the  wisdom  and  effi<jiency  of  its  plans 
of  operation,  and  through  her  widely-diffiised  Church  literature,  her 
peculiar  excellences  will  become  known  and  approved,  her  name 
honored,  and  her  institutions  respected. 

Havhig  now  considered  the  expediency  of  establishing  an  independ- 
ent Board  of  Publication,  the  second  point  of  inquiry  suggested  in  the 
resolution  of  our  appointment,  is  that  ofjjracticabiUtj/. 

Upon  this  point,  your  Committee  would  refer  the  Synod  to  the 
early  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Board,  as  illusti-ating,  most  convinc- 
ingly, the  practicability  of  such  an  organization. 

During  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  year  1833,  the  idea  of  publishing  works  treating  of  the 
distinctive  doctrines  and  polity  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  was  sug- 
gested in  a  conversation  among  a  few  laymen.  Desirous  of  obtaining 
the  sanction  of  the  Church,  the  subject  was  brought  before  the  Presby- 
tery of  Philadelphia,  at  its  meeting  in  the  Great  Valley,  Chester 
county,  in  October,  1833,  and  the  following  overture  was  achjpted  and 
ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  : 

"  Whereas,  it  is  at  all  times  i'mportant,  and  peculiarly  so  at  the  pre- 
sent, and  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  our  Church,  that  eftectual 
care  be  taken  that  our  Catechisms  and  other  dcKi-trinal  standards,  and 
also  tracts  and  other  publications  in  which  correct  views  of  Calvin- 
istic  truth  are  stated  and  defended,  should  be  circulated  abundantly 
among  the  people  of  our  denomination,  therefore, 

"■Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  overtured  by  this  Presbytery, 
to  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  to  take  order  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Presbyterian  Tract  Society,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod,  in  order 
that  the  people  of  all  our  congregations  may  be  furnished  readily,  and 
at  a  moderate  price,  with  the  standard  and  other  authors  of  an  ortho- 
dox  and  Calvinistic  character." 

The  Synod,  in  accordance  with  this  overt\n-e,  organized  a  Board 
under  its  care,  consisting  of  tliirty  clergymen  and  eight  laymen. 

"  Although  this  ]>roposition  was  favorably  entertaine<l  by  Synod,  it 
appeared  to  be  a  general  impression  that  it  was  made  at  an  inauspi- 
cious time,  and  that  during  the  tumults  of  controversy  in  the  Church 
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the  scheme  \fv\nd  scarcely  receive  sufficient  attcutiou  to  iusuve  its 
ultuuate  success."  . 

On  the  2d  cf  November,  1833,  the  Board  met,  and  appointed  their 
officers  and  Executive  Committee.     The  first  act  of  tlie  Executive 
Committee,  in  furtherance  of  the  views  of  their  appointment,  was  the 
preparation  and  jMildication  of  a  circular,  to  present  the  object  to  the 
churches  and   solicit  cooperation.     Without  funds,  without  suitable 
tracts,  and  Avith  but  little  general  interest  enlisted  in  their  behalf,  the 
Board  of  Managers  accomplished  l»ut  little  during  the  first  twelve 
months  of  their  ai)pointment.     They  were  not,   however,  idle,  but 
engaged  in  correspondence  to  procure  original  tracts,  as  well  as  to 
obtain  the  requisite  funds.     In  the  year  1835,  they  commenced  tiicir 
publications,    by  issuing  five  tracts;  in  1 830,  four  other  tracts  were 
added  to  the  number ;  and  the  first  five  were  stereotyped,  to  meet  the 
increasing  demand.      The  funds  with  which  these   operations  were 
commenced  were  chiefly  derived  from  the  contributions  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals.    In  the  year  1837,  four  other  tracts  were  published,  and  an 
edition  of  tracts  in  volume  form  was  printed.     The  Board,  in  report- 
ing to  Svnod  this  year,  remarks,  "  that  in  addition  to  the  750  copies 
of  the  volume  of  tracts,  thev  had  issued,  since  the  origin  of  the  Society, 
70,000  copies  of  the  various  tracts."     They  also  add,  that  "although 
thev  had  commenced  without  funds,  they  had  at  that  time — besides  a 
balance  in  the  Treasury  of  :|647— a  stock  in  trade  valued  at  $1769. 
The  contributions  dm-ing  this  year  were  $615.     Of  this  sum,  the  1st 
Presbyterian  Church  in  New-Yorlc  contributed  |319,  and  the  balance 
was  made  up  by  four  individuals." 

TTiis  was  the'fourth  year  of  its  existence,  and  up  to  this  time  the 
Board  had  only  gained  the  support  of  a  single  church  in  the  denomi- 
nation ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  this  discouragement,  its  operations 
were  successfully  carried  forward.  As  it  may  be  interesting  and 
instructive  to  see  the  feeble  commencement  of  this  undertaking,  and 
its  progress  in  the  receipt  of  finids,  we  copy  the  following  from  the 
Treasurer's  account : 

Receipts  in  1634, ^^217  34 

^      -  .    .   460  37^ 

407  50 
(>30  80 
723  77 


1835, 
1836, 
1837, 

1838, 


Total  amount  of  Eeceipts  in  five  years,         .         .    $2439  78^ 

In  the  year  1838,  the  Board  was  placed  under  the  immediate  care 
and  control  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  a  general  and  well-directed 
effort  was  put  forth  by  the  Church  at  large ;  so  that  from  that  time  to 
this,  the  Board  has  rapidly  grown  in  importance,  and  now  exerts  a 
wide-spread  influence,  scattering  the  pure  rays  of  Divine  light  oyer  the 
benighted  by  sin  and  ignorance,  and  at  the  same  time  disseminatuig 
far  and  near  the  peculiar  features  and  excellencies  of  Presbyter ianism. 
Nay,  it  mav  with  truth  be  said,  that  the  Presbyterian  Church  owes 
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its  present  commauding  position  and  extent  of  teiTitory,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  the  efficiency  of  its  Board  of  Publication.  Exclusive  of 
sales,  the  receipts  for  the  vear,  in  donations,  ending  May,  1853,  is 
$13,911.01. 

We  have  presented  this  rapid  sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
Presbyterian  Board,  in  order  that  the  General  Synod  might  see  at  a 
glance  the  practicability  of  such  an  organization.  And  surely,  if  a 
few  mdividuals  could  successfully  carry  forward  so  important  an  under- 
taking— and  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  the  ail-but  imiversal  indifference 
of  their  OAvn  Church — there  can  not  be  a  question  that  with  the  united 
cooperation  of  our  Church,  a  similar  Boai-d,  organized  by  the  General 
Synod,  would  not  only  succeed,  but,  under  the  Di\dne  benediction,  also 
prove  a  lasting  benefit  to  the  Church.  A  general  spirit  of  inquiry 
would  be  awakened,  sound  knowledge  would  be  disseminated,  and  the 
Church  be  enabled  more  efficiently  to  fulfill  the  Master's  great  com- 
mand, to  go  into  the  regions  beyond  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature. 

In  proposing  the  organization  of  a  Board  of  Publication,  your  Com- 
mittee would  remark,  that  they  do  not  contemplate  the  establishment 
of  a  printing-house  and  binder}'  for  the  execution  of  the  work  required. 
Tliis  they  would  decidedly  disapprove.  They  propose  that,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication,  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  and  the  London  Eeligious  Tract  Society,  all  the  work 
should  be  done  by  contract,  and  given  to  those  who  offer  the  best 
inducements.  By  this  course  a  large  outlay  of  means  would  be  saved, 
and  the  work  accomplished  more  advantageously  to  the  Board. 

In  closing  their  Report,  your  Committee  vrould  state,  that  as  the 
resolution  of  the  last  Synod  contemplated  the  circulation  of  the  pub- 
lications of  other  Evangelical  Churches,  which  have  been  properly 
approved,  they  conferred  with  several  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Board  as  to  the  probability  of  eflecting  an  arrangement  with  them, 
(provided  a  Board  was  organized  in  our  Church.)  in  reference  to 
obtaining  all  their  publications  at  a  liberal  discovmt,  so  that  through  the 
Board  of  the  Dutch  Church,  all  our  congregations  might  more  easily 
obtain  their  valuable  works.  They  informed  your  Committee 
that  a  decided  answer  could  not  be  given  until  a  definite  application 
was  presented ;  but  they  assured  us  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  effecting  an  arrangement  which  would  be  mutually  satisfactory.  If 
such  a  measure  could  1)e  effected,  a  Board  of  Publication,  organ- 
ized by  the  General  Synod,  would  at  once  be  furnished  with  works 
suitable  for  circulation,  to  which  could  be  added,  as  rapidly  as  they 
could  be  prepared,  works  and  tracts  prepared  by  the  members  of  our 
own  Church. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  above  reasons  and  facts,  your  Committee 
would  recommend  the  General  Synod  to  organize  a  permanent  Board, 
to  be  called  "  Tlte  Board  of  PubUcation  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
J)ut.ch  Church.''''  And  as  we  were  instructed,  in  case  we  should  report 
in  favor  of  such  an  oi'ganization,  to  present  a  plan  for  the  same,  we 
would  respectfully  submit  the  following  : 
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CONSTITUTION 


BOARD    OB'    PUBLICATION    OF    THE    REFORMED    PROTESTANT    DUTCH 
CHURCH. 

Article  Isf. 

The  General  Synod  shall  superintend  and  conduct  l)y  its  own 
authority  the  publication  and  circulation  of  all  the  religious  works 
which  are  designed  for  general  diffusion  among  the  churches  under  its 
care.  Tlie  immediate  care  and  sujicrintendence  of  this  work  shall  be 
intrusted  to  a  Board  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  be  called  the 
Board  of  Publication  of  the  Keformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  said 
Board  to  be  directly  amenable  to  the  General  Synod. 

Article  Hd. 

Sec  1st.  The  General  Synod  shall  at  its  present  session  elect 
twelve  ministers  and  twelve  laymen  as  members  of  the  Board  of 
Publication,  one-third  part  of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually  by 
General  Synod.  These  twelve  ministers  and  twelve  laymen,  so 
appointed,  shall  constitute  a  Board  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted,  ^vith 
such  directions  and  instructions  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  given 
by  General  Synod,  the  superintendence  of  all  the  publications  of  the 
Eeformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  and  the  circulation  of  such 
works  pertaining  to  the  history,  government,  doctrines,  and  religious 
literature  of  said  Church  and  of  other  evangelical  denominations  as 
shall  be  properly  approved. 

Sec  2d.  Tlie  Board  shall  annually  report  to  the  General  Synod 
their  proceedings,  and  submit  for  its  approval  such  plans  and  measures 
as  shall  be  deemed  useful  and  necessary. 

Article  3d. 

Sec  1st.  The  Board  thus  constituted  shall  hold  its  first  meeting  in  the 
Consistory  Room  of  the  North  Dutch  Church,  in  Fulton  street,  New- 
York,  on  the  last  Monday  of  June,  at  2  o'clock  P.M.  At  this  meet- 
ing they  shall  divide  themselves  into  three  classes  :  The  Jiist  class 
shall  serve  for  owe  year,  the  second  for  two  years,  and  the  thi7-d  for 
three  years.  They  shall  also  elect  a  President,  Vice-President,  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee  to 
serve  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Sec  2d.  It  shall  belong  to  the  Board  to  review  and  decide  upon  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  receive  and  dispose  of 
their  Annual  lieport,  and  present  any  statement  of  their  proceedings 
to  the  General  Synod  which  they  may  deem  necessary. 
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Sec.  3d.  Seven  membei-s  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business. 

Article  Aili. 

Sec.  1st.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  seven  members, 
of  which  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  ]>e  cx-officio 
members ;  of  the  remaining  five,  three  shall  be  ministers  and  two 
laymen. 

Sec.  2d.  The  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  to  select  and 
prepare  suitable  tracts  and  books  fjr  publication,  to  superintend  and 
direct  their  distribution,  to  receive  the  reports  of  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  and  give  him  needful  directions,  in  reference  to  matters  of 
business  and  correspondence  intrusted  to  him,  to  authorize  all  appro- 
priations of  moneys,  and  to  take  particular  direction  and  manage 
mentof  the  whole  subject  of  publication,  subject,  however,  to  the  con- 
trol and  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Sec.  3d.  The  Committee  shall  have  power  to  fill  their  o^^m  vacan- 
cies, if  any  ocx^ur  during  the  recess  of  the  Board. 

Article  bth. 

All  property  and  permanent  funds  which  may  belong  to  said  Board 
of  Publicatioii  shall  be  taken  in  the  name  of  the  "  Board  of  Direction 
of  the  Corporation,"  and  held  in  trust  by  them  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  Board  of  Publication  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church. 

Article  (ifh. 

The  seat  of  operations  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  the  city  of  New- 
York ;  but  the  Board  shall  have  the  power  to  locate  Branch  Deposi- 
tories at  any  other  place  which  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Article  1th. 
The  financial  operations  of  the  Board  shall  in  all  cases  be  coiiducted 
on  the  cash  principle. 

Article  Sth. 

The  General  Synod  shall  alone  have  power  to  alter,  amend,  or 
repeal  any  of  the  articles  of  this  Constitution. 

The  Chairman  and  Rev.  W.  I.  R.  Taylor  are  appointed  by  the 
Committee  to  give  the  Synod  any  additional  information  that  may  be 
required. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sul  emitted. 

THOMAS  C.  STRONG,  Chairman. 
A.  W.  JIcGLURE,  1 

WILLIAM  J.  11.  TAYLOR,       (    Commitiee, 
CLARKSON  F.  CROSBY,  f     &r.,  &c. 

SAMUEL  B.  SCHIEPFELIN,  J 
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It  was  Resoloed,  Tliat  the  By-Laws  submitted  by  the  OMnmittce  for 
the  nianagcmeiit  of  the  bushiess  of  the  Board  of  Publication  be 
referred  to  that  Board  tor  their  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations  to 
nominate  double  the  luimlx'r  of  persons,  from  whom  to  elect  members 
of  the  Board  of  Publication.  The  Committee  reported,  and  the  elec- 
tion took  place  accordingly,  when  the  following  persons  were  chosen, 
namely  :  Ptev.  William  Il..Cam|)bcll,  D.D.,  Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D., 
Joseph  F.  Berg,  D.D.,  George  W.  Bethune.  D.D.,  Alexander  McClure, 
Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,  William  J.  K.  Taylor,  Talbot  W.  Chambers,  D.D., 
Thomas  C.  Strong,  David  D.  Demarest,  John  Garretson,  Elbert  S. 
Porter,  and  Messrs.  Samuel  B.  Schieffelin,  Clarkson  F.  Ci-osby, 
Stephen  Van  Pensselaer,  Maurice  Viele,  John  A.  Gray,  Minot  C.  !Mor- 
gan,  James  Myers,  James  C.  Meeks,  Wallace  Cauldwell,  Jerome  J. 
Johnson,  William  B.  Crosby,  and  Edward  F.  Stewart. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Superintendents  of  the  Public 
Schools  of  Hudson  to  visit  the  schools  under  their  charge. 

'Resolved,  That  the  invitation  of  the  Superintendents  be  accepted,  and 
that  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  Gus- 
tavus  Abeei;  J,  C.  F.  IL.os.  iuul  P.  IT.  Burghardt,  and  the  Elders 
John  Sanders  and  John  Brinkcrhoff  be  appointed  to  visit  the  schools? 
who  subsequently  reported  that  they  had  attended  to  the  duty  assigned 
to  them. 

The  Comniittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  establishing  a 
Sustentation  Fund,  (see  Art.  7,)  reported,  and  their  Report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  circular  of  Rev.  John 
Garretson,  Corresjionding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis- 
sions, on  the  subject  of  a  Sustentatio)i  Fund,  transmitted  by  the  Classis 
of  Bergen,  repectfull}^  report: 

The  subject  of  the  support  of  the  ministry  as  connected  with  the 
comf('>rt,  efficiency,  and  usefulness  of  ministers,  the  continued  and 
needed  supply  of  their  numbers,  and  the  general  interests  and  welfare 
of  the  Church,  is  beginning  to  claim  more  general  and  marked  atten- 
tion. Several  ecclesiastical  bodies  have  recently  taken  action  in  rela- 
tion, religious  periodicals  contain  discussions  and  facts  in  relation,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  leading  laymen  in  the  churches  are  beginning  to 
feel  the  importance  of  taking  j)ractical  steps  for  removing  the, evils 
resulting  from  the  inadequate  support  of  the  ministry.  The  statistics 
which  have  been  collected  and  presented  show  that  in  a  large  extent 
the  salaries  arc  so  low,  that  even  in  former  years  the  most  rigid  econ- 
omy was  needed  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  necessaries  of  living, 
while  within  a  short  time  these  expenses  of  living  have  increased 
largely,  perhaps  one  third.  The  great  point  to  be  aimed  at  is  to 
awaken  the  members  of  cnr  congi-egations  acquainted  with  existing 
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facts  and  to  impress  upon  them  the  importance  of  taking  measures  to 
secure  the  more  liberal  support  of  the  ministry  among  theniselves. 
For  this  end  it  may  he  well  for  our  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  to 
present  an  appeal,  to  be  circulated  at  their  discretion,  containing  facts 
and  arguments  bearing  upon  this  subject.    Classes  should,  at  their  ses- 
sions take  a  survey  of  the  field  occupied  by  them,  and  devise  suitable 
means  to  excite  the  congregations,  where  an  inadequate  support  of  the 
Gospel  is  found,  to  make  increased  efforts.     In  most  cases  it  is  hoped 
that  such  means,  wiselv  employed,  would  prove  successful.     In  such 
success  not  only  would"' the  ministers  be  comforted,  strengthened  and 
encoura^red  in  their  work,  but  it  would  return  into  the  bosom  of  the 
Church  Itself,  by  an  increased  measure  of  liberality  bearing  upon  the 
interests  of  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  a  larger  supply  of  the  spirit  of 
crrace      We  are  pleased  to  find  that  the  Classis  of  Albany  have  taken 
Sp  the  subject,  and  have  published,  in  pamphlet  form,  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  their  Ix^dy,  in  which  it  is  ably  discussed^     The  circula- 
tion of  this  pamphlet  is  well  adapted  to  do  good.     There  is  also  a 
valuable  article  on  the  subject  in  the  first  number  of  the  New-Brum- 
wich  Review  just  issued.     Much  will  depend  upon  the  interest  telt 
and  the  influence  exerted  by  the  lay  members  of  the  Synod  and  ot  our 
churches  in  promoting  this  object. 

However  successful  such  efforts  may  l)e,  there  will  ever  remain  cases 
of  peculiar  hardship,  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that  a  fund  should  exist 
to  meet  such  cases.  Your  Committee  doubt  whether,  amid  the  many 
objects  now  presented  for  Church  collections,  it  would  be  expedient  to 
make  a  general  movement  and  recommend  collections  for  the  pur- 
pose in  all  our  churches.  The  Board  of  Domestic  Ivlissions  may, 
however,  address  an  appeal  to  prominent  individuals,  and  a  com- 
mencement be  made  for  such  a  fund.  The  subjects  of  Church  extension, 
and  Board  of  Publication,  presented  by  the  action  of  the  present 
Synod,  combined  with  other  objects  heretofore  presented,  render  it 
inexpedient  to  lay  it  before  the  churches  for  general  and  combmed 
effort  at  present. 

The  following  resolutions  are  herewith  proposed  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Synod  deem  the  subject  of  the  ''support  ot  tlie 
ministry"  one  of  great  importance,  and  are  gratified  with  the  inter^t  m 
it  which  is  manifested  in  difierent  parts  of  the  Christian  Church,  ihey 
fiiUy  accord  with  the  views  and  arguments  in  the  pamphlet  issued  by 
the  Classis  of  Albany.  ,        .  ,  ^e 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  be  directed  to  take  a  survey  of 
the  congregations  under  their  charge,  and  take  such  measures  as  they 
deem  best  to  lead  to  proper  efforts  among  them  for  the  adequate  sup- 
port of  the  ministry. 

Resolved  That  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  be  instructed  to  keep 
the  subject  of  exciting  the  congregations  aided  by  them  to  proper 
efforts  for  the  support^of  the  Gospel  ministry  continually  m  view,  and 
that  the  Board  of  Publication  be  authorized  to  issue  a  well-prepared 
tract  on  the  subject.  ,     .  ,  -j  _ 

Resolved  That  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  take  into  considera- 
tion the  subject  of  a   "  Sustentation   i\md,"  that  they  solicit  from 
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l)enevolent  individufjJs  in  our  churches'  contributions  toward  it,  and 
that  they  report  to  the  next  General  Synod  on  the  expediency  of 
organizing  a  Siistcntation  Fund,  and  prepare  a  plan  on  which  it  is  to 
be  supported. 

The  paper  referred  by  the  Classis  of  Bergen  to  the  Synod  refers  to 
disabled  ministers  and  widows  of  ministers,  as  well  jis  ministers 
pressed  by  want  while  laboring,  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  contem- 
plated Siistentiition  Fund.  It  will  be  reuienibered  that  the  Widows 
Fund  provides  for  disabled  ministers  who  have  contributed  to  it,  and 
the  widows  of  such  ministers.  The  benefit  of  the  Sustentation  Fund 
coidd  only  apply  to  such  who  had  not  contributed  to  it. 

THOMAS  mi  WITT,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  earnestly  request  tlie  elders  aiid  deacons 
of  every  church  within  our  bounds  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  congrega- 
tion on  the  last  Monday  of  October,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
question  whether,  considering  the  increased  expense  of  living,  their 
Pastor  receives  an  adequate  support,  and  that  they  then  proceed  to 
take  such  order  as  the  case  demands. 

Resolved,  That  the  churches  be  requested  to  take  up  a  collection  on 
or  about  the  first  Sabbath  in  November  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Publication. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Synod  be  authorized  to  pay  the 
necessary  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  by  the  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  and  practicability  of  establishing  a  Board 
of  Publication. 

Rev.  William  11.  Ten  Eyck,  Alexander  C.  Ilihnan,  Peter  Stryker, 
and  Jolui  L.  McNair,and  the  Elder  Sanford  Cobb  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee of  Canvass,  to  whom  the  ballots  cast  for  filling  vacancies  in  the 
several  Boards  of  the  Synod,  for  delegates  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  persons  to  preach  the  Missionary 
Sermons,  were  committted,  who  reported  the  result  of  the  election. 

Whereas,  copies  of  the  Digest  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Synod,  made  in  1847,  have  become  rare  and  are  not  easily  accessible, 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  who  originally  formed  that 
Digest  be  requested  to  prepare  a  new  edition  of  the  same,  bringing  it 
down  to  the  present  time,  and  that  they  refer  their  work,  when  com- 
plete, to  the  Board  of  Publication,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  issue 
it  from  the  press  as  soon  as  their  resources  shall  allow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Boards  of  Education,  Foreign  Missions,  Domes- 
tic Missions,  Sabbath-School  Union,  and  Publication  be  and  are 
hereby  directed  and  authorized  to  present  hereafter  a  printed  annual 
i-eport  to  the  Synod ;  and  that  the  expense  of  the  same  be  paid  out  of 
the  funds  in  their  respective  charge. 
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Resolved  Thut  ths  foliowiug  letter  be  signed  by  the  officers  of  thus 
body  and  be  sent  in  the  form  of  a  circnh.r  to  each  one  of  the  consisto- 
ries of  our  Church : 

Dear  Brethren:  The  General  Synod  has  learned  at  its  present 
session  with  great  pain,  that  many  of  the  Lord's  servants  m  the 
office  of  Ihe  m\.istr'y  ar'e  suffering  senous  -barrassrnent  ro^^^^^^^^^ 
lack  of  a  proper  temporal  support.  The  evil  results  of  this  state  ot 
tWngs  a?e^so  Lany  and  so  grelt,  that  we  have  felt  constrained  to  pass 
thp  followinir  resolution :  .       i  t  j    j 

''S.foZ..rf:That  this  Synod  earnestly  request  the  elders  and  dea- 
cons of  every  church  within  our  bounds  to  call  a  meetmg  of  the  con- 
gregation on^he  last  Monday  of  October,  for  the  P-Tose  of  examm- 
L  the  question  whether,  considering  the  mcreased  expense  of  Imng 
their  Pastor  receives  an  'adequate  support,  and  that  they  then  proceed 
to  take  such  order  as  the  case  demands. ' 

In  maldng  this  request  we  are  far  from  implying  that  all  or  even  a 
lar<.e  proportion  of  our  churches  are  blameable  in  this  respect,  but  we 
are'unabletomake  the  proper  discrimination,  and  it  has  occurred  to 
us  tTat  if  any  consistor/  should  tind  on  inquiry  that  their  own  mmi^- 
te  •  is  adequately  suppoi^ed,  it  would  then  be  a  very  proijer  ma  ter  for 
their  consideration  whether  they  can  m  any  way  assist  their  less 
favored  brethren. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reports  of  the  Classes^  on 
the  subject  of  altering  the  style  and  title  of  the  Churclr,  (p.  o96,) 
reported,  and  their  Eeport  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  in  relation  to  the 
reports  of  the  several  Classes  as  to  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
Sle  and  title  of  our  Church,  by  striking  out  the  word  D«tch  from  the 
same  report  namely:  that  of  the  twenty-six  Classes  under  the  cai  e  of 
the  GenS inod,  Lteen  have  transmitted  their  Report  to  the  Stated 
Clei^of  GenLl  Synod,  fifteen  of  which  are  opposed  to  any  change 

''|;L/S"herefore,  that  the  ^ex^^ral  Synod  contenjpla^^^^^^^^^^ 
sure  this  almost  unanimous  expression  of  the  several  ^l^^^es  so  far  as 
it  has  been  made,  and  would  express  the  hope  that  any  fuithei  agita- 
tion on  this  subject  may  be  discontinued. 

All  of  which'is  respectfully  submitted.  ^   ^    ^^^^^^^-^^  chairman. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  from  the 
Classis  of  Michigan  in  relation  to  the  paying  the  expenses  of  Dele- 
gates reported,  and  their  Report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  from  the 
Chassis  of  Michigan  that  General  Synod  "make  some  provision  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  delegates,  by  establishing  a  f^and  for  that 
purpose,"  respectfully  report, 
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The  importance  of  preserving  an  intimate  and  vital  Union  between 
the  remote  portions  of  our  Church,  and  at  the  same  time  the  difficul- 
ties to  which  distant  and  feeble  Classes  are  subjected  in  defraying  the 
expenses  of  their  delegates,  must  be  apparent  to  all.  Your  Coiumittee, 
theretbre,  only  leel  it  necessary  to  propose  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  following  Classes  be  requested  to  "raise  the  sums 
referred  to  them  res|)eetively  in  the  following  list,  and  to  pay  the  same 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  General  8ynod  l)efore  the  1st  of  January 
next,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  delegates  to  the  General  Synod  from 
the  Classes  of  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Holland : 

$20 
10 
20 
20 
20 
20 
30 
15 
10 
10 


Qassis  of  New- York, 

$50 

Rensselaer, 

South  Chassis  of  New- York, 

20 

Washington, 

New-Brunswick. 

80 

Montgomer}', 

Bergen. 

80 

Schoharie, 

Paramus, 

20 

Schenectady, 

South  Classis  of  Long  Island, 

80 

Cayuga, 

North  Classis  of  Long  Island , 

20 

.'         O      7 

Orange, 

Philadeljihia. 

80 

Greene, 

Poughkeepsio. 

80 

Watervliet, 

Hudson, 

20 

Monmouth, 

Albany, 

80 

Ulster, 

30 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted 
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J.  PIIOUDFIT,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  another  conmiittce  be  added  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees, to  be  called  "  Committee  on  Publication,"  and  also  another 
lemma,  to  be  called  ''Board  of  Fvblicatmi.'' 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

BENEVOLENT     AND     RELIGIOUS     INSTITUTIONS. 

Rev.  A.  Comielly,  Agent  of  the  New- York  State  Colonization 
Society,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Baird,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American 
<and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  addressed  the  Synod  in  relation  to  the 
operations  of  these  Societies  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session  ;  whereupon 
the  following  Minute  was  adopted  : 

The  Synod  having  listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  statements 
made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Connelly  in  behalf  of  the  New- York  State  Colo 
nization  Society,  and  by  Rev.  Dr.  Baird  of  the  operations  of  the 
American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  cordially  recommend  the 
objects  of  these  Societies  to  the  liberality  and  cooperation  of  the 
churches  in  our  connection. 

Rev.  George  W.  Wood,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F. 
Missions,  addi-essed  the  Synod  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session  in  rela- 
tion to  the  operations  of  the  American  Board  ;  whereupon  it  was 
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Resolved,  That  this  Synod  feel  an  mcreased  interest  in  the  cause  of 
Forei-n  Missions;  that  we  feel  an  increased  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
.nd  efficiency  of  the  Board  whom  we  use  as  our  organ  for  reaching  the 
heathen  with  the  Gospel,  and  that  we  earnestly  recommend  to  our 
several  churches  an  increased  zeal  and  cooperation  m  this  mode  of 
extending  Christ's  kingdom  over  the  earth. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

PASTORAL     LETTER 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 

S  Y  N  O  D  I  C  A  L     ARCHIVES. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported,  and  their  Report  was  accepted, 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  respectfully  report:  That  there  have 
hee^;  referS  o  them  a  bill  of  |3  for  printing  tickets  of  no^^^^^tion ; 
a  b  1  0T168.25  for  printing  the  Liturgy  as  altei^d  by  the  Committee 
Lnlted  by  the  last  General  Synod;  and  the  door-keeper  s  bill 
appointed  oy   i  j    recommend  to  be  paid.     But  as 

T^S^£i^l^^  see^.s  to  be  veiy.large,  the  Commit- 
tee would  suggest  that  the  Committee  on  the  Liturgy  endeavor  to 
obtain  a  reduction  of  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted.  ^   ^   ^^^eRS,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

RESUMPTION     AND     CLOSE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  1100  copies  of  the  Mmutes 
of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  distribute  among  the 
Classes  the  number  ofcopies  ordered  by  them.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  given  to  the  Pastor  and 
Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  this  city  for  the  use  of 
their  church  edifice  and  for  their  kindness  and  marked  attention  to  the 
members  of  this  Synod.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  this  Synod  be 
unardraously  returned  to  the  families  of  this  city  and  the  vicinity  for 
those  generous  hospitalities  and  polite  attention  to  the  members  of 
this  body  which  have  relieved  their  labors  and  left  upon  their  hearts 
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lasting  impression  of  the  pleasure  derived  from  the  social  and  Christ- 
ian intercourse  Avhioh  they  have  enjoyed. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
tendered  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Neic-York  Daily  Times  and  the 
Hudson  Daily  Star  for  the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  this  body 
ill  the  columns  of  those  secular  journals  during  th'e  present  session 

of  the  Synod. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  Synod,  the  roll  Avas  called  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were 
absent  without  permission,  viz. :  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Woodbridge,  Benja- 
min F.  Murden ;  and  the  Elders,  William  Eadley  and  Anthony 
Van  Bergen. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE  XXVI. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Second  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  Church  in  the  city  of  New-Brunswick,  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  June,  A.D.  1855,  at  10  o'clock  A.M.,  and  was  closed  with  singing 
the  571st  hymn,  prayer,  and  pronouncing  the  Apostolic  benediction 

by  the  President.  ^..  ^     . ,    . 

•'  M.  S.  HUTTON,  President. 

DA.VID  D.  DEM AR EST,  Adsessor. 

J.  PASCHAL  STRONG,  )    q^^^^ 

JOHN  MASON  FERRIS,  ) 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG  StaUd  Clerk. 
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Letter  from   the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 
Southern  Africa. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  m  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
Synod  of  the  Sister  Church,  planted  by  the  good  hand  of  the  Lord,  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church  in  Southern  Africa,  wishes  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  from 
God  our  Father  and  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  through  the  all-powerful  influences 
of  the  holy  and  sanctifying  Spirit. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren  : 

Expressing  our  belief,  as  we  continually  do,  in  the  communion  of  saints, 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  little  intercourse  takes  place  among  those  who 
profess  to  belong  to  the  great  body  of  which  Christ,  our  blessed  Lord,  is  the 
Head.  Under  this  feeling  the  Synod  of  Southern  Africa  resolved,  at  its  last 
meeting,  to  open  a  correspondence  with  other  branches  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  and  appointed  us  a  Committee  for  carrying  that  resolution  into  effect. 

Having  lately  replied  to  a  very  interesting  communication,  received  by  us 
from  the  Mother  Church  in  Holland,  we,  in  the  second  place,  address  our- 
selves to  you,  as  standing  to  us  in  a  very  close  relation.  A  mighty  ocean, 
indeed,  rolls  between  us;  in  the  fiesh  we  are  unknown  to  each  other,  and 
there  is  little  likelihood  of  our  ever,  in  this  world,  becoming  personally 
acquainted;  still  these  things  form  no  real  barrier  against  the  cherishing  and 
maintaining,  while  sojourning  on  earth,  of  that  Christian  intercourse  which, 
in  all  the  true  disciples  of  our  blessed  Lord,  will  be  continued  and  perfected 
in  the  heavenly  world. 

Your  public  ministrations  are,  through  the  influence  of  circumstances, 
now  conducted  in  a  different  language  from  that  which  we  generally  use;  it 
may,  however,  be  gratifying  for  you  to  know  that,  not  only  when  it  is 
requisite  in  the  administration  of  the  sacraments,  or  the  celebration  of  mar- 
riage, to  employ  the  English  language,  do  we  use  the  forms  as  published  by 
you,  but  that  we  have  lately  had  the  whole  of  your  translation  of  the 
Formularies,  Catechisms,  and  Articles  of  Faith,  republished  here,  by  order 
and  on  account  of  the  Synod. 

Through  the  undeserved  mercy  of  our  Covenant-God,  we  have  much 
reason  of  gratitude,  and  feel  ourselves  called  upon  to  bless  and  magnify  his 
holy  name  for  numberless  mercies.  Our  Church  has  been  gradually,  and 
more  especially  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  extending  her  borders, 
not  only  within  the  colony,  but  in  the  countries  beyond  it,  as  far  as  the 
Southern  Tropic. 

Within  the  Colony  we  number  44  parishes  and  38  ministers ;  in  the 
Orange  River  Sovereignty,  5  parishes  and  3  ministers ;    in  the  Colony  of 
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Natal  2  Parishes,  but  only  one  minister ;  and  in  the  Republic  beyond  the 
Vaal  River  8  parishes,  but  there  also,  amid  the  thousands  who  have  eini- 
erated  to  those  countries,  but  one  minister.  Our  Church  is  divided  into  six 
Presbyteries,  which  meet  annually.  Our  Synod,  composed  of  all  the  officiat- 
ini'  ministers  and  an  elder  iVom  each  parish,  meets  once  in  live  years,  but  dele- 
gates its  po«-er,  in  the  interim,  to  a  Synodical  Commission,  which  is  composed 
of  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  Synod,  together  with  a  delegate  from 

each  Presbytery.  ^    i     -^u  ^u 

The  lack  of  ministers,  and  the  difficulties  and  dangers  connected  with  the 
removal  of  our  young  men  for  study  to  a  European  university,  as  well  as  the 
desire  to  have  our  future  ministers  trained  up  under  the  immediate  eye  ot 
the  Church  in  which  they  are  afterwards  to  labor,  has  induced  the  Synod  to 
resolve  on  establishing  a  theological  Seminary  in  the  colony,  for  which  purpose 
liberal  contributions  have  already  been  made  by  most  of  the  congregations, 
and  still  continue  to  be  made.  A  "call"  to  the  professorships  was  given, 
towards  the  close  of  last  year,  to  two  eminent  ministers  in  Holland,  who  felt 
themselves,  however,  under  the  necessity  of  declining  it.  The  Synodical  Com- 
mission has  lately  resolved  on  making  a  second  "call,"  and  we^  pray  and 
hope  that  it  may  please  the  Lord  to  send  us  men  tilled  with  his  Spirit,  and 
endowed  with  every  needful  gift,  to  occupy  the  important  station  of  training 
up  ministers  for  this  portion  of  his  vineyard ;  and  that  it  may  yet  appear 
that  this  measure — viewed  by  many  as  most  important — was  not  of  man,  but 
of  God,  for  his  own  glory,  and  the  good  of  his  Church. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1852,  we  had  the  happiness  of  celebrating  the  second 
centennary  of  the  introducti.m  of  Christianity  into  these  regions,  on  which 
occasion  public  worship  was  held  in  all  our  churches,  and  collections  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  Every  heart  seemed  tilled  with  joy, 
and  many  hymns  of  praise  ascended,  we  trust,  that  day,  from  grateful  hearts, 
to  the  throne  of  II im,  who,  in  his  adorable  Providence,  has  given  us  so  many 
mercies  richly  to  enjoy. 

AVhile,  however,  we  have  much  reason  for  gratitude,  we  feel  that,  as  a 
Church,  we  have  much  reason  for  humiliation  before  the  Lord.  We  feel  that 
we  act  not  in  accordance  with  our  many  privileges;  there  is  among  us  too 
much  of  the  mere  form  of  Christianity,  and  we  are  not  sufficiently  anxious  to 
experience  its  power.  With  the  outward  ext(  nsion  of  our  Church,  we  can 
not  say  that  there  is  amongst  us  a  corresponding  increase  of  spiritual  life  and 

On'the  contrary,  we  feel  how  much  reason  we  have  to  pray :  "Wilt  Thou 
not  revive  us  again,  that  thy  people  may  rejoice  in  thee'?"  and  we  would 
earnestly  beg  of  you,  dearly  beloved  brethren,  and  of  all  under  your  spiritual 
superintendence,  who  know  by  experience  the  power  and  influence  of  prayer, 
to  remember  the  Church  of  Southern  Africa  in  your  supplications,  that  the 
quickening,  converting,  and  sanctifying  influences  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  may 
descend  upon  her  in  rich  abundance.  We  feel  that  what  we  specially  need 
is  a  greater  measure  of  the  Spirit's  influences;  for,  unless  the  Spirit  operate 
upon  the  pulpit  as  well  as  on  the  pew,  we  feel  assured  that  the  congregations 
will  remain  in  a  state  of  spiritual  torpor ;  sinners  will  not  be  converted,  and 
the  people  of  God  will  not  be  edified.  We  again,  therefore,  urge  our  request, 
saying,  "Brethren,  pray  for  us,"  and  we  promise  you,  in  our  approaches  to 
the  throne  of  Grace,  to  make  mention  of  the  sister  Church  in  America,  that 
she  may  be  as  a  vine  of  the  Lord's  planting,  richly  bringing  forth  fruit  to  the 
glory  of  God.  . 

You  will  naturally  be  anxious  to  know  what,  as  a  Church,  we  are  doing 
for  the  extension  of  the  Gospel  among  the  heathen  ;  and  with  shame  we  rnust 
acknowledge  that  we  have  not  done  what  we  ought  to  have  done  and  might 
have  done.  We  are  surrounded  by  heathens  in  our  various  parishes,  and  our 
Church  enjoys    facilities  above  other   communities  for  disseminating  the 
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Gospel  among  the  numerous  tribes  in  the  interior,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
which  our  emigrant  countrymen  have  settled  themselves.  True  it  is,  that  a 
considerable  number  have  been  redeemed  from  heathenism  in  many  of  our 
parishes,  and  admitted  to  full  communion  with  our  Church,  and  we  trust 
that  not  a  few  of  them  are  members  of  that  Church  for  which  Christ  "gave 
himself,  that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it,  and  finally  present  it  to  him- 
self a  glorious  Church,  holy  and  without  blemish."  Still,  as  a  Church,  we 
feel  that  we  are  verily  guilt}^  concerning  these  our  brethren  according  to  the 
flesh.  We  trust,  however,  that  the  Church  is  now  more  alive  to  her  respon- 
sibility in  this  respect.  At  our  last  meeting  of  Synod,  the  members  unani- 
mously and  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  more  zeal  and  energy  in  the  mis- 
sion work,  and  we  hope  the  result  may  show,  that  the  solemn  engagement, 
entered  into  on  that  occasion  has  not  been  forgotten. 

The  want  of  duly-qualified  instructors  of  youth,  especially  among  the 
scattered  agricultural  population,  who  frequently  live  at  a  distance  of  several 
miles  from  each  other,  is  much  felt  and  deeply  lamented.  We  hope,  how- 
ever, that,  in  this  respect  also,  things  may  gradually  improve,  and  that,  in 
some  way,  a  supply  of  qualified  teachers  may  be  found,  proportioned  to  the 
growing  desire  on  the  part  of  our  agricultural  population,  for  the  advantages 
of  a  good  education ;  men  who  will  not  only  train  up  our  youth  in  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  useful  secular  knowledge,  but  in  that  knowledge  which, 
under  the  Divine  blesting  can  make  them  wise  unto  salvation. 

It  will  afford  us,  dearly  beloved  brethren,  much  real  satisfaction,  to  be 
informed  of  what,  as  a  Church,  you  have  been  enabled  to  do  and  are  still 
doing  for  God,  and  what  God,  in  his  superabundant  goodness,  is  doing  for 
you.  We  beg  to  offer  our  Christian  salutation  to  the  various  churches  under 
your  spiritual  care.  Our  earnest  prayer  for  them  is,  that  the  Lord  may  bless 
them  with  much  spiritual  prosperity ;  that  their  pastors  may  be  men,  not 
only  of  parts,  but  of  piety,  determined,  with  the  great  Apostle,  to  know 
nothing  but  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified;  that  their  overseers  may  be,  in 
every  respect,  examples  to  the  flock,  and  that  their  members  may  be  Christ- 
ians indeed,  living  branches  of  the  true  Vine,  united  to  Christ  by  faith,  and 
adorned  with  every  Christian  grace  which  becomes  a  follower  of  the  Holy 
Saviour,  our  ever  adorable  Immanuel.  May  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  in  rich 
effusion,  descend  upon  the  Churches  of  America,  that  by  his  convincing, 
converting,  and  sanctifying  influences,  many  may  be  led,  not  only  to  inquire 
what  they  must  do  to  be  saved,  but  by  faith  to  flee  to  the  Saviour  of  a  lost 
and  perishing  world ;  and  that  all  true  believers  may  be  strengthened  with 
might  in  the  inner  man,  and  increasingly  know  the  luve  of  Christ  which 
passeth  knowledge,  and  be  filled  with  all  the  fuUness  of  God. 

And  now,  dearly  beloved  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God ;  and,  in  the 
highest  sense  of  the  expression,  we  say — Farewell  1  May  grace  be  with 
you  all! 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Synod  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in 
Southern  Africa, 

WM.  ROBERTSON",  D.D.,  Moderator. 
P.  E.  NAURE,  B.D.,  Adsessor. 

Cape  of  Good  Uope^  August  1st,  1853. 
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Letter  from  the  Table  of  the  Synod  of  the  Vmidois  Church 
of  Piedmont. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Reverend  and  dear  Brethren  in  Christ  Jesus  : 

It  is  now  one  year  since  the  IModerator  of  the  Synod  of  our  Church  placed 
his  feet  on  your  soil.  He  was  charged  to  bear  the  evangelical  churches  and 
brethren  of  America  the  cordial  salutation  of  the  Vaudois  Church  of  Pied- 
mont, and  to  make  known  to  them  the  marvellous  things  which  the  God  of 
our  ft'ithers  has  been  pleased  to  work  in  our  days,  by  the  means  of  instru- 
ments so  feeble  and  unworthy  as  we  are,  for  the  advancement  of  his  king- 
dom in  Italy. 

Our  Delegate  on  his  return  has  related  to  us  with  what  kind  attentions 
and  warm  cordiality  you  welcomed  him  in  various  circumstances,  and  more 
especially  in  your  Synod  assembled  at  Philadelphia.  An  affectionate  message 
has  been  transmitted  to  us  in  your  name  by  the  hand  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt, 
of  New-York.  It  has  been  particularly  agreeable  and  encouraging  to  us  to 
learn  that  your  Synod  unanimously  resolved  to  recommend  a  collection  in 
tne  midst  of  your  churches,  the  annual  proceeds  of  which  will  furnish  the 
support  of  a  professor  in  our  college,  for  whom  provision  has  not  been  made. 
This  professor  will  immediately  follow  the  one  supported  by  our  brethren  m 
Holland.  It  is  pleasant  and  instructive  to  see  associated  in  our  college  the 
works  of  Christian  charity  of  two  churches,  whose  ancestors  conferred  such 
great  benefits  upon  our  ancestors  in  the  time  of  their  greatest  tribulations. 

We  have  thus  the  most  striking  evidence  of  the  lively  sympathy  which 
you  have  for  us,  and  for  the  work  which  God  has  given  us  to  perform  in  the 
land  where  he  has  preserved  us  by  the  arm  of  his  power,  that  we  might 
bear  testimony  to  his  truth. 

Our  Moderator  has  transmitted  to  Dr.  De  Witt  some  remarks  upon  the 
state  of  the  labors  of  our  Church  during  the  year  1853.  This  reverend  brother 
will  doubtless  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  this  to  your  Synod  in  the 
way  deemed  most  expedient.  , 

Will  you,  dear  and  honored  brethren,  to  be  present  in  spirit  in  the  midst 
of  you,  and  deign  to  remember  us,  our  poor  people,  and  our  woik  before  the 
throne  of  divine  grace?  And  we  shall  ever  remember  your  love  and  your 
benefits  in  the  presence  of  our  common  Saviour. 

May  the  God  of  all  grace  ever  multiply  upon  you  all  his  heavenly  bless- 
ings in  Christ  Jesus. 

The  members  of  the  Vaudois  Table.* 

Latmi^r,  AprU  26tb,  1S54.  J.  P-  REVEL,  Moderaix)r. 

'     ^  P.  LAXLARD,  Ad^ejisor. 

J.  DURAND,  Secretary. 


Notice  of  the  state   and  lahors  of  the   Vaudois  Church  of 
Piedmont,  chu  ing  the  year  1854. 

I.    PARISHES. 

There  are  sixteen,  each  one  having  a  pastor,  and  a  consistory,  composed  of 
ciders  to  preside  over  it.     The  total  of  the  population  is  about  twenty-three 

*  standing  Committer. 


502  APPENDIX. 

thousand  souls.  There  is  one  pastor  emeritus,  aged  eighty  years,  and  four 
widows  of  pastors,  who  receive  annually  a  small  pension  furnished  by  the 
pastors  who  are  in  active  service. 

II.     ORDINATION. 

Six  candidates  have  been  set  apart  by  the  imposition  of  hands  for  the 
ministry  of  the  word.  Three  are  employed  in  the  Italian  mission.  One  of 
them,  Mr.  De  Sanctis,  hos  been  eight  yfats  curate  of  the  parish  of  the 
Made'laitie  at  Rome,  and  secretary  of  the  Holy  OflBce  at  Rome.  One  of  the 
others  is  at  the  head  of  a  parish  in  the  valleys,  and  the  fifth  is  professor  in 
the  College  of  Latour. 

III.    EDUCATION. 

a.  Primary  Schools.— There  are  15  principal  schools  open  the  whole  year. 
There  are  145  schools  in  the  hamlets  held  for  four  months  in  the  winter. 
The  total  number  of  children,  according  to  the  recent  report  of  the  pastors, 
4792.     Theie  are  14  female  schools. 

i.  College.  — ^\g:ht  professors  instruct  84  scholars,  distributed  in  nine 
classes.  In  each  class  they  spend  one  year.  They  commence  at  the  age  of 
nine  or  ten  years,  and  end  at  that  of  eighteen  or  twenty.  When  our  theolo- 
gical seminary  shall  be  opened,  which  we  hope  will  be  soon,  those  who  feel 
called  to  the  ministry  of  the  word  will  remain  to  the  age  of  twenty-four  or 
twenty-five  years. 

c.  Normal  School— There  are  24  scholars  who  are  preparing  themselves  to 
become  schoolmasters,  colporteurs,  and  even  evangelists.  These  young  per- 
sons give  much  satisfaction,  make  sacrifices  almost  above  their  strength,  and 
this  winter,  at  least  several  of  them  have  had  Uttle  food  to  satisfy  their  appe- 
tite, on  account  of  the  dearness  of  provisions.  Some  supply,  however,  has 
been  procured  for  them. 

d.  Institute  for  young  Females. — There  are  a  dozen  scholars.  Instruc- 
tion is  given  by  the  professors  of  the  college,  and  a  female  superintendent. 
These  are  preparing  to  become  the  mistresses  of  the  female  schools. 

IV.     THE    POOR. 

a.  Hospital. — There  are  2  dispensaries  in  the  two  valleys,  having  25  beds 
between  both.  In  the  principal  one  there  is  an  excellent  deaconess,  who  has 
the  direction  and  care  of  the  sick.  In  the  other  there  is  a  manager,  and  two 
persons  at  service. 

i.  Biaconies^  or  Deaconship. — In  every  parish  there  is  a  diaconie  which 
receives  and  distributes  aid  to  the  most  necessitous.  This  year  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  prevent  much  suffering,  had  not  generous  friends 
sent  collections  to  the  amount  of  nearly  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  to  distri- 
bute through  tlie  pastors  to  the  most  needy.  In  this  way  the  most  poor  and 
aflQicted  have  Leen  st.laced. 

c.  Oryhelinat  or  Orphan-house. — Amid  numerous  and  pressing  cares,  the 
poor  orphans  had  reason  to  complain  of  being  neglected.  Some  aid,  season- 
ably offered,  watranted  us  to  gather  in  one  dwelling,  under  the  care  of  an 
excellent  Christian  woman,  six  poor  small  girls.  There  are  at  present  eight. 
Their  appropriate  appearance,  their  convenient  dwelling,  and  their  air  of  con- 
tentment, when  con»pared  with  what  they  were  when  stripped  of  their  rags 
and  tilth,  would  render  you  happy,  and  encourage  you  to  follow  up  this  small 
commencement. 

V.     EVANGELIZATION. 

This  work,  pursued  with  constancy  and  marvellous  success  by  the  Vaudois 
Church  before  the  Reformation,  was  prevented  from  being  resumed  publicly 
till  after  1848.     Six  stations  have  already  been  established  in  the  Sardinian 
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States.  These  testify  that  the  Church  is  awake  to  her  duty,  and  careful  for  the 
fulfilhnent  of  it.  She  possesses  in  these  six  posts  the  following  laborers : 
1.  At  Figiierol,  an  ordained  evangelist,  and  occasionally  a  reader,  and  a  col- 
porteur. 2.  At  Turin,  two  ordained  evangelists,  one  not  ordained,  and,  within 
a  short  time,  a  school-master  and  a  schdol-mistress,  and  two  colporteurs. 

3.  At    Caziil,  one  evangi-list,  not  ordained,  who  also  acts  as  a  colporteur. 

4.  At  Genes,  one  ordiiiued  evangelist,  and  three  not  ordained,  one  of  whom 
superintends  the  school,  and  two  colporteurs,  who  also  act  as  evangelists. 
6.  At  Faval,  one  evangelist,  not  ordained,  acting  also  as  master  of  a  school. 
6.  At  nice,  two  ordairud  evangelists,  one  not  ordained,  and  two  colporteurs. 
We  have  also  an  ordained  missionary  at  Constantinople,  where  there  is  a 
great  number  of  Italian  refugees  and  others. 

VI.     DIVERS    FACTS. 

Towards  the  end  of  1853  the  beautiful  Protestant  temple  erected  at  Turin, 
was  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God,  and  since  then  it  has  been 
regularly  opened  for  service  three  times  every  Sabbath.  The  service  in  the 
evening  attracts  persons  of  the  highest  ranks,  Nicodcmuses,  who  venture  not 
to  come  in  the  day-time  to  the  Lord.  Soon  after,  a  purchase  was  made  at 
Genes  of  an  old  Catholic  Church,  which  had  become  devoted  to  secular  uses 
since  1808.  The  archbishop  and  the  priest  expressed  great  indignation,  and 
sought  to  prevail  upon  the  king  to  forbid  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  by 
heretics  where  the  mass  had  been  chanted.  They  were  to  reimburse  the 
money  which  had  been  paid  for  the  Church,  and  agree  that  a  Church  might 
be  built  elsewhere,  if  a  convenient  place  can  be  obtained.  We  shall  not  sell 
back  the  old  Church  till  such  a  place  be  purchnsed,  and  steps  are  taken  with 
the  government  for  the  regular  ownership,  on  the  part  of  the  Vaudois  Church 
as  an  oiganized  body,  of  the  grounds  already  procured  for  the  building  of 
chapels  at  Nice  and  Pignerole.  Our  friend,  who  keeps  the  depot  of  Bibles  at 
Turin  has  sold,  during  1853,  five  thousand  copies. 

J.  P.  REVEL. 


Inscription  vpon  the  Tomb  erected  over  the  remains  of  the  Rkv. 
James  Spencer  Cannon,  D.D.,  S.T.P. : 

THIS  MONUMENT  IS  ERECTED  BT  THE 

GENERAL     SYNOD      OF     THE     REFORMED     DUTCH     CHURCH, 
TO   THE   MEMORY   OF   THE 

gtlj.  |amu  S^tntn  Cannon,  g,Sl, 

Professor  op  Ecclesiastical  History, 

Church  Government,  and  Pastoral  Theology, 

IN  THE  Seminary  of  New-Brunswick, 

AND  Prof,  of  Metaphysics  in 

Rutgers  College. 

Born  in  the  Island  of  Curaqoa,  Jan.  29,  1776; 

Died  in  New-Brunswick,  July  25,  1852. 

commanding  in  person,  dignified  in  address,  richly  endowed  with  various 

knowledge,-  DISTINGLISHED    FOR   PIETY,    ASD   DEVOTED   TO   THE 
DUTIES   OF   HIS   HOLY    CALLING,    HE   OFFICIATED   AS 

PASTOR   OF   THE   CHURCH   OF   SIX-MILE  RUN 

FOR    30    YEARS,    WITH    SIGNAL    FHIELITY    AND    SUCCESS,    AND   FOR    26    YEARS    HE 
CONDUCTED   THE   STUDIES   OF   HIS   DEPARTMENT   IN   THE   SEMINARY 
IN   A   MANNER   TO   SECURE   THE   HIGHEST   COM- 
MENDATION  OF   THE  8VVOD. 


THE 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Ok  the  General  Stnod  of  the  IIeformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  the  City  of  New- 
Brunswick,  ON  Wednesday,  the  Sixth  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
OF  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
The  Session  continued  from  the  Sixth  to  the  Fifteenth  day 
of  June,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING      OF     SYNOD. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mancius  S.  Hutton, 
D.D.,  the  President  of  the  Jast  General  Synod,  who  preached  a  sermon 
on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  Session,  from  1  Tim.  1:12,  ^^And 
I  thank  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  who  hath  enabled  me,  for  that  he  counted 
me  faithful,  putting  me  into  the  ministry." 

ARTICLE  II. 

MEMBERS     PRESENT. 

From    the    Particular    Synod    of   New- York. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  JVeio-York.  —  Rev.  Abraham  R.  Van  Nest, 
.leremiah  S.  Lord,  Charles  Whitehead.  Mders—Charhs  II.  Amer- 
man,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  Thomas  Jeremiah. 

2.  From  the  South  Classis  of  New- York.— Rq\.  Frederic  F.  Cornell, 
Alexander  R.  Thompson.(9)  ^Wers— Edward  C.  Cook,  Warren  C. 
Gray. 

3.  From  the   Classis  of  New-Brunswick.  —  Rev.  Samuel  B.  How, 


(9)  Took  hi3  seat  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  session. 
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DD,  Abraham  Messier,  D.D.,  Jacob  C.  Sears,  D.D.     Elders-Um^^ 
Garretson,  Henry  C.  Van  Arsdale,  Peter  A  Voorhees. 

4  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen.-Uev.  William  V.  V.  Mabon,(4) 
James  Scott,  D.D,  Aaron  L.  Sdlwell.(l)  Mders-Tenms  A.  V/aldron, 
James  Gaiuiier,(3),  Jacob  A.  Van  Horn(l). 

5  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus-Uev.  A.  B.  Winfield,  Ferdmand  H. 
Vanderveer,  Benjamin  Van  Zandt.     ^Wer-Cornelius  G.  Van  Riper. 

6  From  the  South  Classis  of  Long-Island. -Rev.  Anthony  Elraen- 
dorf,  George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  Nebemiali  P.  Pierce.  Elders-Yred- 
eric  J.  Hosford,  Garrit  G.  Bergen,  Jacob  Brinkerhoff. 

-7  From  the  North  Classis  of  Long-Island.— Rev.  John  B.  Alliger, 
G.  H.  Mandeville,  AVilliam  W.  Halloway.  ^/c?ers-Jeromus  J.  Johnson, 
William  Ferris,(5)  Nathaniel  Nostrand.(5.) 

8  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie.—Uer.  Cornelius  Van  Gleet 
Abraham  Polhemus.    ^W.r.-John  P.  Luyster,  William  H.  Seward.(5) 

9  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia.-Rev.  William  J.  ?-  ^ ^ylor, 
Theodore  B.  Romeyn,  Horace  Doolittle.     Flders-John  M.  Wyckoft, 

Isaac  Van  Zandt.  ^  ^  ,  xr  n      vi 

10  From  the  Classis  of  Passaic-Rev.  Peter  S.  Talmage,  Na  hamel 
Oonklin,  Abraham  G,  Ryerson.     Flders-John  Halstead,  Cornehus  B. 

Doremus.  .  ,t    i-.    -nr    *f  n 

11.  From   the    Classis   of  Illinois. -Rev.  Simon  V.  E.  Westfall. 

Elders —  ^   r^  .      11  T> 

12  From  the  Classis  of  Hudson.-Rev.  Cornelius  E.  Cnspell,  Brogun 
HofF,  David  D.  Demarest.     Flders-Uemj  Shutts,  Samuel  Snyder^ 

13  From  the  Classis  of  Westchester. -Rev.  Tictov  M.  Hulbert,  Philip 
Phelps,  iun.,  Isaac  M.  See.     ^7ier-Joseph  H.  Jennmgs, 

U  From  the  Classis  of  Monmouth. -Rev.  A.  C.  MiUspaugh,  James  B. 
Wilson,  H.  D.  Ganse.     Flders-GWhert  H.  Van  Mater,  Demse  Thomp- 

son. 

15.  From  the  Classis  of  Arcot  {India)—  ^      .,  -r  ^^a 

16.  From  the  Classis  of  Wisconsin-Rev.  -    Flder-G^vrit  Brand. 

From    the    Particular    Synod    of    Albany. 
1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany.-Rev.  James  ^I-Co-pton,  Isaac  N 
Wyckoff,  D.D.,(1)  John  H.   PettinglU.     Flders-W.lham  C.  Miller, 
WiUiam  B.  Hull.  .^____ 

(3)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
(1)  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

(4)  Succeeded,  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  by  Ins  secundus,  Key.  Aaron 

Lloyd. 

(5)  Took  his  seat  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  session. 
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2.  Frovi  the  Classis  of  Ulster.— B,ev.  Benjamin  C.  Lippincott,  Charles 
H.  Stitt,  John  C.  F.  Iloes,  D.D.     Elder— T^tn  Ejck  De  Witt.(l) 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer.— Eev.  Edwin  Hohucs,  Edward  P. 
Stimpson,  William  Bailey.  Mders—VGtQv  Gardinier,(7)  HeniT  Mesict 
Peter  G.  Ten  Eyck.(l) 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washing/ ton.— Rev.  Polhemus  Van  Wyck, 
Samuel  S.  Searle,(2)  John  B.  Shaw.  ^Wers— William  Noyes,(6)  Barent 
B.  Schermerhorn,  Eussell  Burt. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomenj.—RQv.  William  D.  Buckelew, 
John  C.  Van  Liew.  Elders —  lUmy  J.  Devendorf,  James  G.  Van' 
Voarst.(4) 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie.— Eev.  Ransford  Wells,  D.D.,  Ran- 
som B.  Welch.(8)     Elders— John  Reed,(7)  Storm  S.  Becker. 

V.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady.— R^y.  Isaac  G.  Duryee,  Lawrence 
H.  Van  Dyke,  N.  D.  Williamson,  ^/rfers— Leonard  Witherwax  (1) 
Alexander  G.  Fonda,  William  Van  Vranken.(5)  ' 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga.— Rev.  William  J.  Bradford  George 
H.  Fisher,  D.D.(4)     ^We?-— William  Baird.(9) 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange.— Rqv.  Uiram  Slauson,(7)  Malcolm 
N.  McLaren,  D.D.,  Jeremiah  Searle,  (4)  (7)  Elders— 3 o^e^h.  A.  De 
Witt,  Jacob  V.  B.  Fowler,  Abraham  Rappelje.(l) 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene.— Ray.  John  Steele,  Acman  P.  Van 
Giesen,  Philip  Peltz.(4)     Elders— Lxxih^r  HolIister,(7)  Thomas  Dodd. 

11.  From  the  Classis  of  Michigan.  — Rqv.  Harrison  Heermance 
Elders — 

12.  From  the  Classis  of  Watervliet.—Rey.  John  Dubois,  Charles  N. 
Waldron.(9)     Elder — Abraham  Fonda.(l) 

13.  From  the  Classis  of  Geneva.— Rev.  Joachim  Elmendorf,(8)  George 
J.  Van  Neste.  Elders— Rowzee  Peyton,(3)  Cornelius  Post,  Georo-e  P 
Frost.(l)  *=       * 

14.  From  the  Classis  of  Holland.— Rey.  Cornelius  Van  Der  Meulen. 
Elder — John  Van  De  Lyster. 

The  Rev.  Professors  Van  Vranken,  Campbell,  and  Ludlow  were  present 
in  the  Synod  during  a  part  of  its  sessions. 

(1)  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
,^  (2)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  session. 

(6)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

(4)  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

(3)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

(9)  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

(7)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 

(8)  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  session 

(5)  Took  his  seat  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  session. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

MODERATORS. 

The  Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  D.D.,  was  chosen  President ;  the  Rev^John 
C.  F.  Hoes,  D.D,  Adsessor ;  and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Pulhemus  Van  Wyck 
and  John  Steele,  Clerks  pro  tern. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

READING      OF     THE      MINUTES. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  session  of  the  General  Synod  were 
read. 


i^m  M  tM  ^m^'^^ 


ARTICLE  I. 

ORDERS     AND     RULES. 

These  were  read. 


ARTICLE  11. 

STANDING     COMMITTEES. 

Resolved  That  there  be  two  StandiDg  Committees  on  the  subject  of 
Mif  Cs :  one  on  Domestic  Missions,  and  the  other  on  Fore.gn  M.sions. 
The  following  committees  were  appointed :  ^    ..       a 

On  the  Professorate.-^.^.  Abraham  Polhemus  James  Scott  and 
Pansom  15  We  ch ;  and  the  Elders,  Abraham  Van  Nest  and  John  R.ed. 
^  Orlynodlal  Minutes. -V....  John  B.  Ahiger,  Abraham  R.  Van 
Ne^%nd  John  Dubois  ;   and  the  Elders,  Charles  H.  Amerman,  and 

Rowsee  Peyton.  •  u  o  TAvrl  "N"   D  Williamson, 

On  Domestic  ilfm^ons.-Rev.  Jeremiah  S.  LokI,  JN ._  JJ.  ^  " 
and  Victor  M.  Hulberf,  and  the  Elders,  Thomas  Jeremiah,  and  Alexan 
der  G.  Fonda. 
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On  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  Abraham  Messier,  Harvoy  D.  Ganse, 
and  Joachim  Elmendorf ;  and  the  Elders,  James  Garretson,  and  Denise 
Thompson. 

On  Accounts.— R^y.  Jacob  C.  Sears,  William  Bailey,  and  A.  C.  Mills- 
paugh  ;  and  the  Elders,  Peter  A.  Yoorhees  and  Peter  Gaidinier. 

On  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business.— liev.  M.  JST.  McLaren,  Corne- 
lius Van  Cleef,  and  Brogun  Hoflf;  and  the  Elders,  Joseph  A.  De  Witt 
and  Storm  S.  Becker. 

On  Correspondence.  — Rev.  Samuel  B.  How,  Ferdinand  11.  Van 
Derveer,  and  Cornelius  E.  Crispeli ;  and  the  Elders,  Henry  C.  Van  Ars- 
dale  and  Henry  Shutts. 

On  Education.— Rqy.  George  W.  Bethune,  Edwin  Holmes,  and  Charles 
Stitt ;  and  the  Elders,  Jacob  BrinkerhofF  and  Frederic  J.  Hosford. 

On  Nominations.— Rev.  William  W\  Halloway,  Edward  P.  Stimpson, 
and  Anthony  Elmendorf;  and  the  Elders,  Henry  Mesick  and  Russel 
Burt. 

On  the  Widows'  Fund.— Rev.  Charles  Whitehead,  James  M.  Comp- 
ton,  and  Samuel  T.  Searle ;  and  the  Elders,  William  B.  Hull  and  Barent 
B.  Schermerhorn. 

On  Publication.— Rev.  William  J.  R.  Taylor,  Isaac  G.  Duryee,  and 
David  D.  Demarest ;  and  the  Elders,  William  C.  Miller  and  Jerome  J. 
Johnson. 

On  Foreign  Missions.— Rev.  Laurence  H.  Van  Dyke,  William  V.  V. 
Mabon,  and  George  J.  Van  Neste ;  and  the  Elders,  Leonard  Witherwax 
and  Garrit  G.  Bergen. 

ARTICLE  HI. 

C  0  M  xM  U  X  I  C  A  T  I  0  N  S  . 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superintendents 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Professorate,  with  instructions  that  they  be  directed  to  report 
whether  it  is  expedient  to  change  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board,  and  the  termination  of  the  theological  year  of  the  Theological 
Seminary. 

EEPORT    FROM    THE     BOARD    OF    SUPERINTENDEKTS    OF   THE    THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  met  in 
the  Iheological  Hall  at  New-Brunswick,  July  18,  1854,  at  11  o'clock, 
A.M.,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  last  President,  Rev.  J.  C. 
Sears,  D.D. 
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The  following  members  were  present : 
Eev.  T.  W.  Chambers,  D.D.,  Rev, 

"     Frederick  F.  Cornell,  " 

"     Jacob  C.  Sears,  D.D. 
»     William  V.  V.  Mabon,  " 

"     Aaron  B.  AVinfield,  " 

"     Thomas  C.  Strong,  " 

"     Cornelius  Van  Cleef, 
"•    Gabriel  Ludlow,  D.D.,  '^' 

"     John  A.  Staats, 
"     John  G.  Jobnson, 
"     John  Witbeck. 

The  Classes  of  South  Long-Island,  Illinois,  Washington,  Michigan, 
Watervliet,  and  Holland  were  not  represented  at  this  meeting. 

The  Board  was  organized  by  the  election  of  Rev.  Cornehus  Van  Cleet 
as  President,  and  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Strong,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

The  following  young  gentlemen  have  been  in  attendance  upon  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  iultitution  during  the  past  year,  namely : 


J.  Mason  Ferris, 
John  A.  Lansing, 
John  C.  F.  Hoes,  D.D., 
Eichard  H.  Steele, 
Ransford  Wel]s,_  D.D., 
Abraham  J.  Swits, 
J.  Romeyn  Berry, 
Samuel  W.  Mills, 
Cornelius  S.  Mead, 
Philip  Peltz, 


Ezra  W.  Collier, 
Gilbert  Lane, 
WiUiam  W.  Letson, 


Of  the  Senior  Class. 

John  Muller, 
Aaron  L.  Stillwell, 
Nelson  Stout, 


Edward  P.  Terhune,  of 
the  Presbyterian 
Church. 


Edward  T.  Corwin, 
James  Demarest,  jun., 
Philip  M.  Doolittle, 
J.  Ferguson  Harris, 


Giles  Van  Der  Wall, 
John  M.  Wagner, 
Jacob  S.  WyckoflF. 


Of  the  Middle  Class. 
John  A.  De  Baun,  Herman  Schnellen-  Cornelius  L.  Wells, 

J  Sansora  Jeralemon,  dreussler,  John  Van  Vleck,    _ 

Edward  P.  Livingston,    Ezekiel  C.  Scudder,  Francis  N.  Zabnskie, 
Francis  J.  Schneeweiss,   Jared  W.  Scudder,   Franz  Reinhard  Schwedes. 

Of  the  Junior  Class. 

Josiah  Markle, 
Anson  F.  Munn, 
John  Henry  Oerter, 
T.  De  Witt  Talmage, 

Of  this  number  we  are  grieved  to  learn  that  one,  Mr.  Nelson  Stout,  has 
been  removed  by  death.  He  was  eminent  for  his  industry,  attainments, 
and  piety,  and  the  Faculty  justly  regard  his  early  death  as  a  serious  loss 

to  the  Church.  ,  ,       ,         •  i  v 

The  little  band  of  German  students  has  been  increased  by  accession 
of  John  H.  Oerter  and  John  M.  Wagner.  There  is  also  in  the  Seminary 
Franz  R.  Schwedes,  a  German  and  a  licentiate,  who  is  spending  a  year 
of  probation  with  the  intention  of  laboring  among  his  countrymen  as  a 
minister  of  our  Church.  Another  of  these  admitted  last  fall  is  a  Hol- 
lander, who  will  in  a  few  years,  we  trust,  be  authorized  to  preach  to  those 
speaking  the  language  of  our  fathers. 

The  Professors  bear  testimony  to  the  Christian  deportment  ot  the  stu- 
dents, and,  in  general,  to  their  industry.     Some  irregularity  of  attendance 
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has  been  caused  by  the  ill-judged  zeal  of  some  to  engage  in  preaching 
beyond  the  limits  presciibed  by  the  Synod.  The  Board  have  taken  such 
measures  as  will  doubtless  remedy  the  evil. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  called  by  the  Faculty  to  the  pro- 
priety of  separating  the  library  of  the  Seminary  from  that  of  the  College, 
and  of  placing  it  under  the  care  of  the  Theological  professors. 

This  measure  is  not  only  proper  in  itself,  but  would,  vre  doubt  not, 
soon  lead  to  a  large  accession  to  the  present  number  of  books.  Such  in- 
crease would  require  for  its  proper  arrangeinent  room  which  the  existing 
building  can  not  furnish.  But  the  want  thus  created  could  be  easily  met 
by  the  provision  proposed  to  be  made  for  another  exigency  now  press- 
ing sorely  upon  our  students.  It  appears,  from  a  formal  and  carefully- 
drawn  paper  prepared  by  a  committee  of  their  number,  and  presented  to 
the  Faculty,  that  the  expenses  of  living  in  New-Brunswick  have  greatly 
increased  of  late  years,  and  threaten  to  increase  still  more.  They  are 
now  not  only  heavier  than  in  corresponding  institutions,  but  such  as  to 
cause  some  of  our  young  men  severe  suffering  in  the  attempt  to  live 
within  their  means,  and  notwithstanding  thi:%  after  all,  to  graduate  bur- 
dened with  debt.  And  there  is  reason  to  fear  that,  unless  an  effectual 
remedy  is  promptly  applied,  not  only  will  some  of  those  now  in  the  Semi- 
nary be  compelled  to  leave  it,  but  many  more  who  would  naturally  com© 
to  New-Brunswick  will  go  elsewhere,  and  thus  be  lost  to  our  Church. 
In  point  of  fact,  at  least  five  have  already,  for  this  cause,  turned  away 
from  our  doors  and  resorted  to  other  seminaries,  where  more  effectual 
provision  is  made  to  lessen  the  cost  of  living. 

In  view  of  this  state  of  things  they  suggest  that  a  building  should  be 
erected  containing  suffi"ient  dormitories  and  a  refectory,  by  means  of 
which  the  system  of  boarding  in  commons  could  be  adopted.  The  same 
edifice  might  be  made  to  furnish  a  commodious  library  and  lecture- 
rooms,  a  hall  for  the  students  to  preach  in  and  to  hold  the  meetino-s  of 
the  Society  of  Inquiry,  and  also  a  residence  for  the  Professor  of  Biblical 
Literature.  The  Board  have  therefore  been  led  to  take  the  following 
action : 

Whereas,  the  professors  request  the  separation  of  the  Theological  Li- 
brary from  that  of  the  College,  and  also  express  their  entire  concurrence 
in  the  request  of  the  students  for  a  Theological  Ilall,  demanded  by  the 
present  cost  of  living  in  New-Brunswick;  and  whereas,  the  urgency  of 
the  case  is  such  that  a  year's  dflay  would  be  highly  injurious ;  therefore 
presuming  that  the  General  Synod  will  sanction  our  action, 

Resolved,  That  the  Theological  professors  and  three  members  of  this 
Board  (now  to  be  appointed)  be  a  committee  to  proceed,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, to  procure  plans  of  such  a  Theological  Hall  as  is  hereinbefore  de- 
scribed, and  to  collect  funds  sufficient  fur  the  erection  of  such  an  edifice. 

Resolved,  That,  as  soon  as  said  moneys  be  collected  or  subscribed,  the 
committee  take  measures  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  in'  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  request  that  body  to  legis- 
late upon  the  matter  and  ratify  the  action  of  this  Board  and  its  com- 
mittee. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  be  requested, 


514  JUNE,    1855. 

1.  To  take  measures  to  separate  the  Theological  library  from  that  of 

the  College.  ,     j.   i      mu    i 

2.  To  place  this  library  imder  the  charge  and  control  ol  the  iheolo- 

£rical  Faculty. 

3.  To  empower  the  Faculty  to  appoint  one  of  the  students  as  an  un- 
der librarian,  at  a  salary  of  fifty  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  from  the  funds 
of  the  Church. 

4.  To  authorize  the  Faculty  to'  raise  money  and  expend  the  same  tor 
the  improvement  of  the  library,  with  directions  to  report  its  condition 
every  year  to  the  Superintendents. 

The  students  of  the  several  classes  were  examined  in  the  various  studies 
of  their  respective  departments ;  and  the  members  of  the  Senior  Class 
also  on  the  evidences  of  their  personal  piety,  and  their  views  in  eeeting 
to  enter  the  ministry.  They  likewise  exhibited  specimens  of  the  com- 
position and  delivery  of  sermons.     In  view  of  which  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  examination  be  sustained,  and  that  the  members 
of  the  Senior  Class  be  recommended  to  the  Professors  for  the  usual  certi- 
ficates. 

The  annual  sermon  before  the  Board  was  preached  by  Rev.  Cornelius 
Van  Cleef,  from  2  Cor.  2  :  16,  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the 
session.  At  the  close  of  the  examination,  the  address  to  the  students 
was  delivered  by  Rev.  William  V.  V.  Mabon. 

The  following  young  men  made  application  for  the  benefit  of  the  i3ene- 
ficiary  Funds  of  the  Church,  and  after  careful  examination  were  accord- 
ingly recommended  to  the  Board  of  Education : 

John  E.  Watkins,  of  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Bannatyne  Van  Zandt,      "  "  Paramus. 

Abraham  J.  Doremus,       "  "  Passaic. 

JobnScudder,  "  "  New-York. 

Maurice  G.  Hansen,  "  " 

Arad  J.  Sebring,  "  "  Geneva. 

William  Cornell, 

In  the  two  latter  cases  the  recommendation  is  to  take  effect  as  soon  as 
they  shall  commence  their  studies  in  the  literary  institutions  of  New- 
Brunswick. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  call  the  attention  of  the  Synod  to  the  appa- 
rent conflict  between  their  action  at  their  last  session  in  June  respectmg 
the  recommendation  of  Beneficiaries  to  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  and 
the  plan  of  operations  of  the  Board  of  Education  adopted  m  1851. 

The  seats  of  the  following  Members  of  the  Board  will  become  vacant 
at  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod : 

Kev  William  V.  V.  Mabon,  of  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 
«  *  Abraham  I.  Labagh,         "  "         South  Long-Island. 

«     John  G.  Johnson,  "  "         Hudson. 

«     Henry  Morris,  "  "         Wasbmgton. 

«     Samuel  W.  Mills,  "  *'         Orange. 
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Rev.     Ransford  "Wells,  D.D.,  of  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. 
"     Jolin  AVhitbeck,  "  "  Geneva. 

"     J.  Mason  I^enis,  "  "  Wesfchesfer. 

A  member  will  also  require  to  be  appointed  for  the  Classis  of  Mon- 
mouth. 

CORNELIUS  VAN  CLEEF,  President. 
Attest,  D.  D.  Demarest,  Stated  Clerk. 

Hudson,  August  1,  1854. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Superintendents  to  procure  the  erection  of  a  Theological  Hall  for  the  uses 
of  the  Seminary,  which  was  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education. 

Reports  were  received  from  the  following  Classes  in  relation  to  the 
question  sent  down  by  the  last'General  Synod  to  the  several  Classes  in  re- 
ference to  the  constitution  of  the  Particular  Synods,  namely :  South  Classis 
of  New-York,  North  Classis  of  Long-Island,  Classes  of  Bergen,  Passaic, 
Philadelphia,  Paramus,  Orange,  Green,  Hudson,  Rensselaer,  Westchester, 
Albany,  Washington,  Schoharie,  Cayuga,  and  Geneva,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Corne  ius  Van  Cleef,  and 
G.  H.  Mandeville,  and  the  Elder,  John  M.  Wyckoff. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Henry  H.  Voo^hies  and  Albert 
G.  Zabriskie,  executors  of  the  will  of  the  late  Lucas  J.  Voorhies,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  legacy  bequeathed  to  the  General  Synod  by  him  in  his  last 
will  and  testament,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  North  Classis  of  Long-Island 
recommending  John  Boehrer  for  a  dispensation,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  to  receive  students,  in  relation  to  the  reception 
of  beneficiaries,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Paramus  recom- 
mending William  G.  Haselborth  for  a  dispensation,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

Henry  H.  Loring,  of  the  Classis  of  Albany,  and  Samuel  J.  Rogers, 
having  applied  to  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  Educational  Funds 
of  this  Church  as  students  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  their  cases  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Profes- 
sorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Holland  recom- 
mending Dirk  Broek,  Marinus  Hoogesteger,  Johannes  Van  Der  Meulen, 
for  aid  from  the  Educational  Funds  of  the  Church,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 
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A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Greene,  requesting 
the  General  Synod  to  send  an  overture  to  the  Classes  to  obtaia  their 
views  in  regard  to  abolishing  the  Particular  Synods,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Schenectady  recom- 
mending William  F.  Schwick  for  a  dispensation,  with  a  view  to  his  licen- 
sure to  preach  the  Gospel,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Professorate. 

An  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady  was  received, 
recommending  Alonzo  P.  Peek  as  a  suitable  person  to  receive  aid  from 
the  Educational  Funds  of  the  Church,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Professorate. 

An  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady  was  received, 
containing  a  resolution  adopted  by  them  in  relation  to  the  supposed 
teaching  of  the  doctrine  of  baptismal  regeneration  in  the  form  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  baptism  as  now  used  in  the  Church,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Special  Committee  on  that  subject. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  John  B.  Steele  in  rela- 
tion to  Domestic  Missions,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Do- 
mestic Missions. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Der  Meulen,  askmg 
an  increase  of  appropriation  to  the  beneficiaries  from  the  Classis  of  Hol- 
land, in  consequence  of  the  advance  in  the  price  of  board  at  New-Bruns- 
wick, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

BOARD    OF    CORPORATIOIir. 

The  following  Report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation 
was  received,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the  Annual 
Digest,  a  list  of  the  securities  held  by  the  Board,  a  list  of  the  endowed 
scholarships,  a  list  of  the  clerical  subscribers  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  and 
accounts-current  of  said  Board  with  the  Widows'  Fund  and  the  Board 
of  Education,  together  with  the  report  of  John  C.  Elmendorf,  Esq, 
Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  in  relation  to  the  Van  Benschoten  and 
Knox  Funds. 
To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church : 

The  Board  of  Direction  are  happy  again  to  meet  Synod  with  a  re- 
port of  the  generally  satisfactory  state  of  the  interests  committed  to  their 
administration.     Nothing  of  a  peculiar  character  has  occurred durmg  the 

^'^Tirrevenues  of  Synod  have  been  punctually  received,  and  duly  dis- 
bursed in  meeting  its  liabilities,  to  which  they  have  been  merely  ade- 
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quate.  Bills  for  work  done,  and  materials  used  in  improvements  and 
repairs  on  the  Synod's  property  in  New-13runs\vick,  to  the  amount  of 
six  hundred  and  thirty-eiglit  dollars  and  ninety'two  cents,  have  been 
paid  by  the  Treasurer. 

The  grant  of  two  hundred  dullars  by  the  Synod  on  behalf  of  their 
Library,  has  been  exceeded  by  an  amount  of  fifty-seven  dollars  and 
thirty  cents.  Authority  from  the  Synod  for  the  payment  of  this  balance 
will  be  required. 

A  communication  from  Mr.  D.  F.  McFarland,  of  Brunswick,  Illinois, 
has  been  received,  proposing  to  purchase,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, the  Church  property  in  that  place,  belonging  to  Synod,  or  to  sub- 
mit the  estimate  of  its  value  to  two  persons,  one  chosen  by  the  Synod, 
and  the  other  by  himself,  and  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  ihey  to  choose 
an  umpire.  The  latter  alternative  was  elected  by  the  Board  on  belialf 
of  Synod,  and  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Wdson  requested  to  nominate  an  arbitra- 
tor on  their  part.     The  result  is  not  yet  known. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents,  received 
from  the  Executrix  of  the  will  of  the  late  Dr.  Gannon,  is  held,  subject 
to  be  applied  according  to  the  direction  of  Synod  at  its  last  meeting. 

During  the  year,  one  thousand  dollars  have  been  added  to  the  invest- 
ments on  behalf  of  the  Relief  Fund  ;  the  fund,  however,  increases  very 
slowly,  and  the  Board  again  respectfully  invite  the  favorable  attention  of 
Synod  to  the  subject.  The  claims  of  annuitants  are  of  such  extent,  that 
the  Treasurer  has  been  compelled  to  diminish  his  payments  twenty-five 
per  cent  below  the  maximum  allowance  contemplated  in  the  plan  of 
the  fund. 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  have  been  added  during  the  last  year 
to  the  Education  Fund. 

Of  the  outstanding  subscriptions  to  the  Permanent  Fund,  the  Board 
have  not  been  able  to  make  any  collections  of  principal  during  the  last 
year.     Some  of  them  are  not  collectable. 

All  the  vested  funds  of  Synod  are  believed  to  be  safely  secured  and 
carefully  administered. 

The  Board  regret  to  state  that  the  contract  with  Mr.  Mentz  for  the 
publication  of  our  Hymn-Book,  fiom  various  causes,  has  not  been  exe- 
cuted, and  a  construction  has  recently  been  put  upon  the  terms  of  the 
contract  by  Mr.  Mentz,  which  the  Board  are  not  and  have  not  been  pre- 
pared to  admit.  The  subject  is  now  under  investigation,  and  we  hope 
will  be  amicably  adjusted. 

The  Treasurer's  report,  herewith  submitted,  furnishes  in  a  lucid  and 
ample  manner  a  statement  of  the  financial  atiairs  of  the  Synod,  in  all 
their  departments. 

Abraham  Van  jN'est,  E<q.,  the  President  of  the  Board,  is  charged  to 
afi"ord  the  Synod  any  further  information  that  may  be  desired. 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,  President. 
ISAAC  YOUNG,   Treasurer. 
THEO.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  ) 
JOHN  KNOX,  \  Directors. 

W.  B.  CROSBY,  ) 

New-York,  June  ith,  1855. 


TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  ACCOUNT. 

Tlie  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed   Protestant  Dutch   Church,  in 
Account  with  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer. 


1854. 1 
June 


16 


19 


July 


22 


2*7 


August 


14 


Dr. 

2  Cash  paid  Rev.  Wmiam  H.  Campbell,  D.D.,  one  'quarter's 
salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological  Col- 
lege, due  1st  inst., 

"  Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  !  ).D.,his  traveUing  expenses 
as  delegate  of  General  Synod  to  the  Gene 
ral  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
held  at  Buffalo  on  the  18th  of  May  last, 

"  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.D.,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
1st  inst , • 

"    Isaac  Young,  Treasurer,  etc.,  one  year's  salary, 

due  10th  inst., $250  00 

Postage  and  discount, 3  02 

For  management  of  Widows' Fund,  150  00 
Postage  and  discount, I'J 


"  B.  L.  Kip,  Treasurer,  &c.,  six  months'  interest  on 
the  invested  scholarships  in  the  Theologi' 
cal  CoUege,  due  4th  inst., 

"  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.D.,  one  quar 
ter's  salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological 
College,  due  1st  inst., • 

"  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D.,  Stated  Clerk  of 
General  Synod,  his  salary  for  one  year,  due 

1st  inst., $150  00 

Postage  and  discount, 130 


Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D.,  disbursed  by  him 
for  door-keeper's  bill,  stationery,  &c.,  for 
session  of  General  Synod,  held  at  Hudson, 
"Ith  inst., 

John  A.  Gray,  for  printing,  binding,  &c..  Minutes 
of  General  Synod  for  the  year  1854, 

$263  12 

and  for  printing  Liturgical  forms, 
&c....... 68  25 


Rev.  David  D.  Demarest,  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theolo- 
gical College,  one  year's  salary,   due  the 

15th  inst., $10  00 

Incidental  expenses  of  the  Board, .      1  46 


'        "    Rev._Thomas  C.  Strong,  Chairman,  &c.,  expenses 
Carried  forward, 
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1834 


August  21 


Dr. 


Sept. 


18 


Nov. 


Dec. 


22 


1855. 

Jan. 


Brought  forward 

of  the  Committeo  appointed  by  General 
Synod  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and 
practicabiUty  of  cstabhshing  a  Board   of 

Pubhcation, 

Cash  paid  Jared  AV.  Scudder,  the  successful  competitor  foi 
the  Van  Doren  prize  essay  on  Missions,  for 
the  year  1 854, 

"  Rev.  William  IT.  Campbell,  D.D.,  one  quarter's 
salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological  Col 
lege,  due  1st  inst., 

"  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Tan  Vranken,  D.D.,  one  quar- 
ter's salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological 
College,  due  1st  inst., 

"  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.D.,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
1st  inst., 

"  Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College,  three 
quarters'  salary,  due  16th  July  last, 

"  the  following  persons  their  annuities  out  of  the 
income  of  the  Widows'  Fund  for  the  last 
six  months,  due  this  day,  viz : 

Rev.  Wm.  C.  Brownlee,  D.D., $100  00 

Rev.  Jacob  A.  Lansing, 75  00 

Rev.  Israel  Hammond, 100  00 

Rev.  R.  W.  Knight, 100  00 

Lydia  M.  W.  Sluy ter 1 00  00 

Catharine  E.  Van  Wagenen, 100  00 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon, 100  00 

Maria  Rudy, 76  00 

Jane  Hunt, 37  50 


Rev.  William  H.  Campbell,  D.  D.,  one  quarter's 
salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological  Col 
lege,  due  this  day, 

Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  D-D.,  one  quar- 
ter's salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological 
College,  due  this  day, 

Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.D.,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
this  day, 

B.  L.  Kip,  Treasurer,  &c.,  on  account  of  six 
months'  interest  on  the  invested  scholar- 
ships in  the  Theological  College,  due  4th 
inst., 

Jacob  Little  &  Co.,  for  six  shares  of  the  stock  of 
the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company 

at  $100  each, $600  (lO 

Six  and  a  half  per  cent  advance, .      39  00 


the  following  persons,  their  bills  for  work  and  ma 
terials  for  Rutgers  College,  &c.,  viz : 
Peter  Peterson,  for  pump  and  fix- 
tures,   $29  00 

J.  A.  Manley,  for  a  cover  for  same,       2  52 
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Jan. 


Dr. 


Brought  forward, 

H.  Richmond,  for  bricks  for  laying 

side-walks,  &c. 223  56 

Peter  N.  Wyckoff,  for  laying  side- 
walks, grading,  curbing  and  paving 

College  Avenue, 345  13 

Peter  N.  Wyckoff,  for  mason  work 

and  materials, 29  01 

Elias  Runyon,  for  curb  stones,  &c.,       9  10 


Feb. 


March 


11 


1  ^ 


26 


Rev. 


10 


14 


19 


26 


10  Cash  paid  B.  L.  Kip,  Treasurer,  the  balance  of  six  months' 
interest  on  the  invested  scholarships  in  the 
Theological    College,    due  4th   December 

last, 

John  C.  Guldin,  Chairman,  &c.,  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Committee  appointed  by  Ge- 
neral Synod  to  select  and  arrange  the  mate- 
rials for  a  German  hymn-book, 

Premiums  of  Insurance  on  $8000,  on  Rutgers 

College,  for  one  year  from  15th  inst., . . . 
Philip  Pitzpatrick,  loaned  him  on  his  bond,  dated 
this  day,  payable  in  five  ye«rs  from  date, 
with  interest,  at  seven  per  cent  per  annum, 
secured  by  a  mortgage  on  his  house  and  lot, 
John  Terhune,  on  account  for  printing,  &c.,  300 
catalogues  of  the  books  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  Library  in  Rutgers  College, . . 
Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  D.D.,  heretofore  paid  by 
him  into  the  Widows'  Fund  and  now  with- 
drawn,   

Rev.  William  H.  Campbell,  D.D.,  one  quarter's 
salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological  Col- 
lege, due  this  day, 

Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Yranken,  D.D.,  one  quar- 
ter's salary  as  Professor  in  the  Theological 

College,  due  this  day, 

Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.D.,  one  quarter's  salary  as 
Professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due 

this  day, 

John  C.  Elmendorf,  Treasurer,  &c.,  of  Rutgers 
College,  one  year's  interest  on  Henry  Rut- 
gers' donation  of  $5000  to  said  College,  due 

20th  June  last, $300  00 

one  half  the  salary  of  the  Libra- 
rian of  said  College  for  one  year, 

ending  1st  April  next, 50  00 

and  for  fuel  for  the  College  for  the 
current  year, 20  00 


"  William  Ferris,  for  printing,  &c.,  300  copies  of 
the  History  of  the  Widows'  Fund, 

"  Rev.  Alexander  H.  Warner,  heretofore  paid  by 
him  into  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  now 
withdrawn, 
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Brouglit  forward, 
1  Cash  paid  the  following  persons,  their  annuities  out  of  the 
income  of  the  Widows'  Fund  for  the  last 
six  months,  due  this  day,  viz 

Rev.  Wm.  C.  Browulee,  D.D., $75  00 

Rev.  Jacob  A.  Lansing 56  26 

Rev.lsracl  ITammoud, 15  00 

Rev.  R.  W.  Knight, 15 

Lydia  M.  W.  Sluyter, 15 

Catharine  E.  Van  Wagenen, 75 

Harriet  V.  V.  Mabon, 75 

Maria  Rudy, 56 


1854. 

July 


19 


1855. 

May 


Jane  Hunt, 28  12 

Hugh  Tolan,  Janitor  of  Rutgers  College,  nine, 

months'  salary,  due  16th  April  last, 

the  following  clergymen,  their  travelling  expenses, 
&c.,  incurred  in  attending  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theo- 
logical College,  held  at  New-Brunswick 
this  day,  viz : 

Rev.  Abraham  I.  Switz, $7 

"    John  C.  F.  Hoes, 7  75 

"    C.  S.Mead, 12  GO 

"    John  A.  Lansing, 19  25 

"    John  Gr.  Johnson, 8  00 

"     Samuel  "W.  Mills, 6  50 

"    J.  Romeyn  Berry, 15  00 

"    Richard  H.  Steele, 10  00 

"    John  Whitbeck, 14  00 

"     A.  B.  Winfield, 5  25 

"    Ransford  Wells,  D.D., 13  501 

"     Cornelius  Van  Cleef, 8  50 

"    Philip  Peltz, 5  00 

"    Thomas  C.  Strong,  (twice,).. .     6  00 

"    John  A.  Staats, 3  86 

"    William  V.  V.  Mabon,  (twice,)     4  00 
"    Jacob  C.  Sears,  D.D.,  (twice,)     1  7 


31 


To  balance  carried  to  new  account, 
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Subscription  of  $20,. .. ...  ••;•:;•  VnV 

six  montlis'  interest  on  bond  for  $20,000, 

si^lnSS;;est-onlwob;;a;for$l000 

eacli,  due  1st  mst.,. . . .  •  *  V JI^I^aa"  J" 'i 
six  moutl>s'  interest  on  bond  for  $6000,  due, 

si^^S'?S;.;;t^bond-^-^^^ 

interest  on  the  missionary  pnze-essay 

si^iKS;i;:^nwfo;$5ooo:a;;' 
si^S:Mnte^:ro;-^;w;-onhe 

Augustl  71  '■  "e^iate  Dutch  Church,  amountm<^  tn 


15 


19 


July  20| 

22 


21 


24 


Sept. 


20 


28 


Oct.  16 


11 


to 


20 


24 


25 


30 


coi^ted  'n  'th^  Reformed  Dutch  Cliurcb 
''Sew-Utrecht.  for  the  Widows^Fund 
of  Sarah  Gannon,   admuustratnx    &c    be 
queathed  by  Dr.  P.  Gannon  to  tl.e  Theo- 
logical College,  deduct, ng  f  f  ^  ^^4^^^^ 
on  until  bequests  under  his  will  were 

six'TonU;;--  ■in{eVe;t  -on  'bm-id-for'  $3500;i 
si^mcS1ut^e;tonbond-R.-$5m 

coh^^tif^^thrFi^t-K^formed^Du.^^ 
church  at    Newark,   for    the  Widov%s 

six^'ontl^'  i^teVe;!:  'on  bond'f;)r$5o6,*d;e 
sixmoS;t:e;;;ton$^0(:c^bai;nc;ofa! 
.  bond  for  $4000,  due  this  day, . . . 
six    months'    interest    on    three 

si;=;S1^rSbondib;$2ooo;du;i 
si^mSint;;e;rc^-$i5oi)^^^ 

a  bond  for  $3500,  due  16th  u^t     .... 
six  months'  interest  on  bond  tor  $4000, 

coflec'ted  t  ufe  Ref^nWed  Dutdiphu^ch  at 
'°£Mile  Run,  for  the  Widovys  Jund 
six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000, 

due  22d  inst., •   •  •  •  •  •  •  •  l' '  nn" 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000, 

due  10th  inst., 


,446  3  & 


49  68 

700  OO 

7000 

21000 

87  50  . 

250 

5000 

175  00 

780i0O 

£53 


Carried  forward,. 
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1854. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


13 


15 


16 


15 


March 


1855- 

Jan. 


12 


15 


19 


21 


26 


Cr. 

Brought  forward, 

$ 
7,110 

98 
122 
210 
385 
175 
210 

87 
140 
700 
210 

627 
34 

780 
150 

70 
129 
267 
122 
175 
201 

15 
120 

500 
12,640 

9^ 

By  cash  received,  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $2800, 
due  27tli  October  last,   

00 

'•             "          six  monllis'  interest  on  bond  for  $3500,  due 
1  Gth  October  last, 

50 

"             "           six  niontlis'  interest  on  bond  for  $6000, 
duo  1  st  inst., 

no 

"        _     "           six     montlis'    interest    on    three    bonds, 
amounting  to  $11,000,  due  Gth  inst., . . . 

"            "          six  montlis' interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  due 
1st  inst, 

00 
00 

"             "           six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6000,  due 
1st  inst., 

00 

'•             "           six  months'  interest  on  bond   for  $2500, 
due  26th  October  last, 

50 

"             "           six  months'  interest  on  S4000,  balance  of 
a  bond  for  $10,000,  due  2  2d  inst 

"            "          six  montlis'  interest  on  bond  for  $20,000, 
due  this  day, 

00 

no 

"             "          six  months'  interest  on  $6000,  balance  of 
a  bond,  due  2 1st  November  last, 

"             "           of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany, a  dividend  for  six  mouths  on  57 
shares  of  their  stock,  $5700,  at  5  per 

cent,  duo  20th  June, $285  00 

also  another   dividend  on  the 
same  at  6   per  cent,   due  20th 
inst., 342  00 

00 

"            "          collected  in  the  South  Dutch  Church,  New- 
York,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

00 
98 

"             "           six  months'  interest  on  four  bonds  of  the 
Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  amounting  to 
$26,000, 

00 

"             "           six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000, 
due  1st  November  last, 

"             "          six   months'   interest   on   two   bonds    for 
$1000  each,  duo  1st  December  last, 

"            "          collected  in  the  Collegiate  Dutch  Church, 
for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

00 
00 
17 

"            "          six    months'    interest    on    three    bonds, 
amountini'  to  $8900 

on 

"             "          six  months'   interest  on  bond  for  $3500, 
due  1st  inst 

50 

"            "          six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000, 
due  1st  inst., 

no 

"             "          six  months'  interest  on  bond   fjr  $5750, 
due  1st  inst., 

26 

"            "          six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $500,  due 
litli  inst., 

oo 

"             "          one  year's  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  be- 
longing to  the  Professoral  Fund, 

"            "          of  Rev.  Alexander  IT.  Warner,  this  sum 
being  tlie  amount  necessary  to  constitute 
him  a  member  lor  hfe  of  theWid.  Fund, 

Carried  forward, 

oo 
oo 
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1855 

March  |2  6 

April    4 
10 


11 


Bj  casn  Turnpike  stock,  10  of  which  belong  to| 

Eutgers  College, •  •  • 

six  months'  interest  on  $2000,  balance  o: 
a  bond  for  $4000,  due  16th  mst.,. . . ... 

'«  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

at  ClintonviUe,  N.  J.,  for  the  Widows 

Fund, •  •  • "  •  •■  ■ 

"  of  Elias  Wilson,  for  an  assignment  ot  Min- 

dert   Wilson's   bond,   belonging  to  the 

ProfessoralFund $2000  00 

ten  days'  interest  due  thereon,         i  ^ 


May 


24 

25 

1 

2 


12,64013 
1610 

loloo 


six  months'  interest  on  bond  for 
due  16th  inst, • • 

the  balance  of  principal  due  on  a  bond  ot 
John  B.  Dingledein,for$4000,$2000  00 
one  day's  interest  due  thereon,  381 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000 

due  15th  inst., •,"•;•;•■ 

six  montlis'  interest  on  bond  tor 

due  10th  inst., •  • 

six  montlis'  interest  on  $3500,  balance  oi 

a  bond  for  $400.0,  due  16th  inst.      ...  • 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1500, 

due  16th  inst, :  •••;•;■■ 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for 

due  22d  inst., ••••• 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  tor 

due  27th  April  last, • 

of  John  A.  Hammond,  on  account  ot  the 
principal  of  Judah  Hammond's  bond  for 

£10  000 

six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000, 

due  1st  inst., r  '  \"  "c"  \i'\ 

collected  in  the  following  churches  for  the 
Widows'  Fund,  viz.: 

Eef  D.  Church  at  Dreuthe, $4  50 

u  "  Graafschap, . .     1  5o 

u  "  Kalamazoo, . .     185 

(I  "  Grand-Haven,     5  00 

ic  »  Zeeland, 12  25 

u             «             Grand-Rapids,     5  00 
a  "  Holland 12  00 


onths'  interest   on  bond  for 
1st  inst • 

onths'  interest  on  $5000,  b 
bond  for  $5500,  due  1st  inst, 


SIX  m 

due  1st  inst ^ 

six  montlis'  interest  on  $5000,  balance  of 


six     mouths'    interest     on    tliree    bonds, 
amounting  to  fU.OOO,  due  6th  mst   .. . 
six  months'  interest  on  four  bonds  of  the 


Carried  forward,. 


20 


00 


2,003|3g 

14000 

2,00038 
10  00 
10  00 
122|50 
52|50 
14000 
9800 

2,00000' 
150  00 


42 
210 
115 
385 


15 

oa 

00 
00 


20,405 
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May 


Cr. 


11854. 
June 


16 


22 


5" 


26    " 


13 


Brought  forward, 

Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  amounting  to 
$20,000, 

11  By  cash  received,  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at 
Leeds  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

"           six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500, 
due  the  2Gth  April  last 

"          six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6000, 
due  1st  inst, 

"  six  months'  interest  on  $2000,  balance  of 
a  bond  for  $10,000,  due  this  day,$70  00 
five  months  and  ten  days'  inter- 
est on  $2000,  duo  2d  inst,  paid 
on  account  of  the  principal  of  a 
bond  for  $10,000, 62  23 


six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6000, 
due  2 1st  inst., 

collected  in  the  Eeformed  Dutch  Church, 
"Wayne  street,  Jersey  City,  for  the  Wi- 
dows' Fund, 

of  the  following  persons,  the  interest  on 
their  subscriptions  to  the  permanent 
Fund  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  May, 
viz: 

Est.  of  David  L.  Haight,  dec, .   $30  00 
i'        Cornelius  Duryee,   "  30  00 

John  Oothout, 30  00 

Thomas  C.  Doremus, 30  00 

Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  K  Y.,  600  00 
David  "W.  Wetmore, 60  00 

collected  m  the  following  Classes,  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  delegates  to  General 
Synod  from  the  Classes  of  Illinois,  Michi 
gan,  and  Holland,  viz. : 

Classis  of  Bergen, $30  00 

"         Washington, 10  00 

"        Watervhet, 10  00 

"        Eensselaer, 20  00 

"        Orange,  on  acc't.,    20  00 

"         Hudson, 20  00 

"         Poughkeepsie, ...    30  00 

So.  "         Long-Island, 30  00 

"  "        New- York, 20  00 

"        Greene, 15  00 

"         Albany, 20  00 

of  the  following  Classes  for  Minutes  of  Ge- 
neral Synod,  viz. : 

Classis  of  Paramus, $27  00 

"        Schoharie, 13  25 

"        Albany, 2  00 

"         Illmois, 2  78 

So.    "        New-York, 15  00 


$        S 
20,405  09 

78000 

650 

8750 

21000 


132 
210 

28 


780  00 


225 


00 


Carried  forward, !      22,864150 
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1854. 


Brought  ^-^^<^'-  ci- -/Ne:;:B;u;swi;k:.:  'u-so! 

"        Pougbkeepsie,  . .    12  00 


86450 


Passaic, 


5  25 


So. 


New-York, 32  40| 

Michigan, 14  00 

Ulster, 20  00] 

Long  Island, 9  15 

Scbenectady, 6  00 

Geneva, "^  00 


Greene, . 


9  00 


Eensselaer, ^^  ^^ 

Minutes  sold, ''  ^^ 


June 


13 


their  annual 
viz, 


By  cash  received  of  the  following  clergymen   then 
^  payments  to  the  Widows  Fund, 

^  Rev.  Theodore  L.  Cuyler $20  00 

"     Ransford  Wells,  D.D.,. ..  20  00 

"    Edward  H.  May, 20  00 

"     Henry  A.  Raymond,....   20  Oa 

"     Paul  D.  Van  t  leef, ^0  UU| 

"     Charles  Whitehead, 20  00., 

"     Joseph  Wilson, 20  OOi 

"     Ira  C.  Boice, 20  OOi 

"     Isaac  Ferris,  D.D., 40  OOj 

"     Oscar  H.Gregory,  and  m.,  21  OU, 

"    John  L.  See 20  OO! 

"     David  D.  Deraarest ^0  UU, 

"     John  C.  Van  Liew, 20  00; 

"     R.  Ormiston  Currie,  D.D.,  20  OOj 

"     Samuel  Harlovi^, 20  00| 

"     Samuel  B.  Ayres, 20  OOj 

"     David  A.  Jones 20  00 

"     Peter  I.  Quick, 20  00, 

•'     Cornelius  Blauvelt, 20  00! 

"     William  S.  Heyer, 20  00| 

"     Richard  H.  Steele 20  OOj 

"     Benjamin  G.  Lippincott,.   20  00, 

"    John  L.  McNair, 20  00 

»     Charles  Jukes 20  00 

"     Benjamin  Bassler, 20  00 

"     Ralph  Willis, 20  OOj 

"     Charles  S.Hageman 20  OOj 

"    Cyril  Spaulding, 20  OOj 

"  Samuel  M.  Woodhridge, .  20  Oi'j 
"  Ransford  Wells,  D.D.,. ..  20  00 
"     CorneliusL.  VanDyck,.   20  00 

"    Isaac  M.  See, 20  00 

"    Herman  B.  Stryker, 20  00 

"     Enoch  Van  Akeu, 20  00 

"    Jacob  West, 20  00 

"     S  V.  E.  Westfall, 20  00 

"    John  Gray, 20  00 

"     A.  B.  Winfield, 20  OOj 

"     Goyn  Talmagc, 20  00 

"     John  G.  Guldin 20  00 


26610 


Carried  forward, , 
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1854. 


June 


Cr. 


Brought  forward, . 


K  S.  Hammond, 20  00 

Isaac  S.  Demund, 20  00 

Garret  L.  Roof, 20  00 


13 


tssa 

May 


By  cash  received,  collected  in  the  following:  churches  for 
the  Church  Building  Fuud,  viz. : 

Ref.  Dutch  Church,  Flalbusli, $56  86 

"  New-Durham,  N.  J......     7  00 

"  "  Livingston,  N.  T., 4:71 

2d  "  "  Schenectady, 10  00^ 

"  "  New-Hurley 22  00 

"                 "  "Washington  Heights,. ...     6  00 

"  "  Griggstown,  N.  J,, 20  3G 

"  "  Northumberland 8  6(» 

"  "  Gansevoort, 7  40 

"  "  Rhinebeck, 15  33 

So.  "  "  Brooklyn, 21  57 

"  Bronx ville, 10  37 1 

"                 "  Mapletown  &  Currytown,  45  27j 

"  "  Pultney ville, 6  00 

2d  "  "  Poughkcepsic 26  62 

"  "  "  Paterson, 48  00 

"  "  Tyre 5  00 

"  "  Middlebush,  N.  J., 27  00 

"  "  SchuylerviUc 22  00 

"                "  "West  New-Herapstead, ..  13  06 

"  "  Boght, 14  00 

2d  "  "  Newark, 12  00 

Greenville,  N.  Y., 8  00 

"  "  Jeffersonville, 3  00 

»                "  West-Troy,  O.H.Gregory,  22  00 

"                 "  Niskayuna,  on  account,.   20  00 

»  "  Fishkill  Landing, 36  00 

2d  "  "  New-Brunswick, 47  27 

"                "  North-Herapstead,  L.  L,.   11  61 

"  "  Ithaca, 23  50 

3d  "  "  Philadelphia, 162  00 

"  "  Amity 46  50 

"  "  Tompkinsville, 6  11 

"  "  Holland, 9  00 

"  "  Grand-Rapids 6  55 

"  "         Walden, 17  50 

"  "  Pekin, 5  00 

donation  of  Miss  Jane  Van  Al- 

Btyne,  of  the    Reformed   Dutch 

Cimrch  at  Kiudcrhook 10  CO 


31 !         By  balance  carried  to  new  account, , 
[Errors  excepted  ] 


23,130  60 


88100 


84319 


24,854  79 


10,25S98 


ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 


The  snbscribers,  ai>pointefl  a  Commltteo  to  nxainine  the  Troasiirer's  Accounts,  have  examined 
the  same,  witl\  the  vouchers  exhibited  by  him,  and  find  lliein  correct,  leavinfj  a  balance  due  Gene- 
ral Synod  of  Ten  Thousand  Two  lluudrud  and  Fifty-Eight  dollars  and  Ninety  Eight  cents. 


yeiC'  York,  'iih.  June,  lSo3 


W    B.  CTJO=I?Y. 

TflEO.  FKELINGnUYSEN. 


Committee. 


|.mnuil  |igfst,  1803. 


The   Board   of  Direction   submit   to   General   Synod  their  Annual 
Digest,  as  follows : 

Funds    Devoted,    to    Education. 

THE  VAN  BENSCnOTEN   FUND. 

This  Fund,  as  reported  by  John  0.  Elmendorf,  Treasurer,  etc.,  of  Rut- 
gers College,  and  which  is  loaned  upon  bonds  secured  by  mortga- 
ges upon  property  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  etc.,  amounted,  on 

the  1st  April,  1855,  to ^  Al^   I] 

Balance  in  his  hands,  1st  April,  1855, -^.^^J-  «* 

Interest  on  same  Fund,  due  1st  May,  1855, • ••••.•         ^ 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the  mterest  ol  tins 

Fund,  during  the  past  year, 1,150  00 

LEGACY  OF  MSS  EEBECCA  KNOX. 

The  amount  of  this  Fund,  which  is  loaned  upon  bond  secured  by  mort- 

gao-e  on  property  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  is $2,000  00 

Interest  due  on  thisFuud,  1st  May,  1855, ;  VV '  -Z  VoW  IaI  ?? 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  John  C.  Elmendorf,  Treasurer,  1st  April,  1855,  348  11 

EdMcation  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  on  bonds 

secured  by  mortgages,  fcr  education  purposes, $41,835  00 

Balance  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod, 

3Ist  May,  1855, l  f 

Balance  of  interest  in  his  hands  on  that  day, ""'^  °° 

Widows'    Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the   Board  of  Direction  on  bonds  _ 

secured  by  mortgages,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, :••••■•••  *  o'l^n  ha 

Balance  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod, . .      i,8b0  uu 

There  has  been  paid  to  annuitants,  out  of  the  income  of  the  Fund, 
during  the  past  year,  arising  from  interest  on  the  Fund  and  pay- 

ments  by  subscribers  thereto, ^1,^^^  1^ 

Permanent   Professoral   Fund. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which  have  been  col- 
lected and  invested  on  the  subscriptions  for  the  Professorships,  as 
well  as  the  moneys  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rut- 
gers College,  namely :  ,         ■,         ^  <• 

Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  bonds  and,  mortgages  ot 
real  estate,  (except  three  bonds  of  the  Collegiate  Dutch  Church, 
New- York  which  are  not  accompanied  by  mortgages,) ii,B7,ll5  uu 

Twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock,  ten  of  which  belong  to 

Rutgers  College,  valued  at Z6i)  m 
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Amount  of  unpaid  Subscriptions  to  the  Pcrmauent  Fund  of 

General  Synod, $13,250  00 

Deduct  this  amount,  which  the  Board  behove  can  not  bo 

collected, 6,250  00 

Leaving  subscriptions  supposed  to  bo  good, $7,000  00 

Board   of    Doniosttic    Missions. 

There  has  been  invested   for  this  Board  on  bond  secured  by  mort- 
gage,   $250  00 

Minutes   of    General    Synod. 

There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  during  the  past 

year, $266  10 

And  there  has  been  paid  for^ printing  Minutes,  paper,  etc., 263  12 

Balance  in  Bank  to  the  credit  of  General  Synod, $10,258  98 

Of  this  balance,  a  part  is  capital  to  be  invested,  and  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  is  requu'ed  to  meet  claims  now  due, 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,  President. 
THEO.  FRELINGHUYSEN, 
JOHN  KNOX,  }•  Direciors. 

W.  B.  CROSBY, 
ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
Nevj-Yorh,  May  ^\st,  1855. 


I. 

\ 


So  much  of  the  above  report  and  accompanying  documents  as  relates 
to  the  Widow.s'  Fund,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows' 
Fund ;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education  ;  and  the  residue,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pro- 
fessorate. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation.  On 
counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen  :  Mr. 
Abraham  Van  Nest,  President;  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.D.,  and  Messrs. 
William  B.  Crosby  and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  Directors ;  and  Mr. 
Isaac  Young,  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE  V. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  sent  by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  last 
General  Synod  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Southern 
Africa,  in  reply  to  the  communication  received  from  them,  was  presented 
and  read. 

Tlie  Rev.  Henry  G.  Comingo,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  appeared 
in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  appointment,  took  his 
seat  as  a  Corresponding  Delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  to  consider 
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the  propriety  of  extending  the  sphere  of  our  correspondence  with  other 
Evangelical  Churches ;  which  was  accepted  aad  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Correspondence. 

The  Coramitt.-e  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  at  its  la-^t  session  to 
"consider  the  propriety  of  extending  the  sphere  of  our  correspondence 
with  other  Evangelical  Churches,  by  exchange  of  delegates,  by  letter, 
or  otherwise,"  res])ectfully  report:  ,  .    ■,  r.,    •  .•  ;i 

The  duty  of  Evan-relical  Churches  to  reciprocate  bnd,  Christian  regard, 
mutually  to  respect  each  other's  rights  and  interests,  and  to  cooperate  in 
those  general  measures,  which  respect  the  promotion  of  truth  a.id  right- 
eousness at  home,  and  the  diffusion  of  the  kingdom  of  the  ^^edeemer 
throu^rh  the  world,  is  one  of  acknowledged  importance.  _  "  ihe  truth 
should  be  held  and  spoken  in  love."     Fidelity  to  the  disnnctive  truths 
and  order  of  our  Church  orcranizations  should  be  associated  with  a  teel- 
ino-  and  manifestation  of  Christian  regard  and  fellowship  w,th  other  deno- 
m?nations  who,  amid   minor  differences,  hold   to  the  vita    and  funda- 
mental truths  of  the  Gospel.     We  believe  that  our  Church  has  heen  cha- 
racterized by  such  a  spirit  and  course.    Our  correspondence,  by  delegates 
based  on  articles  of  correspondence  mutually  adopted,  has  been  conhned 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  now  the  branch 
of  it  known  familiarly  as  the  Old  School,  and  to  the  German  Reformed 
Church      The  correspondence  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  now  exists 
At  former  periods,  negotiations  were  instituted  for  correspondence  with 
the  Associate  Reformed,  and  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches.    Uitherto 
our  views  and  measures  relating  to  correspondence  have  been  continea 
to  Churches  agreeing  with  us  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Calvunstic  taith, 
and  the  order  of  Presbyterian  Church   Government.      'Jhis  limit  may 
perhaps  be  extended  to  other  Evangelical  Churches,  if  wisely  and   pru- 
dently directed.      The  resolution  of  Synod  appointing  the  Committee 
refers  to  the  mode  of  correspondence,  if  an  extension  should  be  deemed 
expedient,  whether  by  delegates,  by  letter,  or  otherwise      Your  Commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  formal  Articles  of  Correspondence  often  prove 
more  embarrassing  than  salutary  on  questions  that  may  a.ise  upon  them 
and  that  the  intercourse  between  churches  is  better  left  to  those  bread 
and  general  principles,  well-de6ned,  interwoven  with  Chuslian  kindness 
and  equity,  which  should    govern   Christians   and   Chnslum  churches. 
'    Neither  are  they  prepared  to  recommend  an  extension  of  correspondence 
by  delegates.     The  expense  incurred,  (though  not  an  important  item,)  the 
failure  often  occurring  in  the  attendance  of  delegates,  and  the  httle  prac- 
tical ulility  of  a  short  attendance  on  the  deliberations  ot  the  Correspond- 
in^  Body,  render  your  Committee  unwilling  to  recommend  the  exten- 
sio°n  of  correspondence  by  delegates.     Two  other  modes  remain  which, 
if  adopted,  will  secure,  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  all  the  benefits  de- 
rived from  this,  and  which  may  be  employed  according  to  circumstances 
Correspondence  bv  letter,  accompanied  by  the  annual  minutes,  should 
take  place  with  such  ecclesiastical  bodies  out  of  our  own  country  as  tie 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  in  South-AtVica,  and  the  Synod  ot  the 
Waldenses  in  Piedmont,  both  referred  to  in  the  minutes  of  the  last 
General  Synod.      With  ecclesiastical  bodies  in  our  own  country  witn 
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whom  correppoiulence  might  be  desirable,  the  object  may  be  gained  by 

the  mutual  ijiteichange  of  the  Minutes  of  the  annual   mfciings.     With 

these  views,  the  whole  sulject,  namely,  the  expedit^ney  of  the  extension 

of  ecclesias^tical  correspondence,  the  limit  to  be  assigned  to  it,  and  the 

mode  of  conducting  it,  is  left  with  the  General  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted. . 

'■  •'  THOMAS  DE  WITT,  Chairman. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  North-Carolina  Classis  of  the 
German  Reformed  Churcli,  purporting  to  be  a  certified  copy  of  their 
action  in  reference  to  seeking  an  ecclesiastical  connection  with  the  Re- 
formed Protestant  Dutch  Church  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Corrtspondtr'nce. 

Rev.  Thornton  Butler  appeared  in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testi- 
monials of  his  appointment  as  a  Commissioner  from  the  North-Carolina 
Classis,  wa<i  recognized  as  such. 

The  Coinmiitee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  North-Carolina  Classis  to  be  received  under  the  care  of  this 
Synod,  the  subject  was  discussed  at  some  length,  when  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Butler  withdrew  the  application  of  the  Classis;  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  William  J.  R.  Taylor, 
and  A.  P.  Van  Giesen,  and  the  Elders  Peter  A.  Voorhies  and  Teunis  A. 
Waldron,  be  a  Committee  to  draft  a  minute  expressive  of  the  views  and 
feelings  of  the  Synod  towards  the  North-Carolina  Classis. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  resoluiions  expressive  of  the 
views  of  this  Svnod  respecting  the  application  of  the  German  Rf/ormed 
Classis  (.f  Nctrtii-Cavolina,  in  reference  to  their  admission  to  the  Reform- 
ed Dutrh  Church,  respectfully  present  the  following: 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  regard  with  devout  gratitude  to 
God  the  noble  stand  maintained  by  the  German  R-furmed  Classis  of 
Noith-Carolina  in  defense  of  the  great  essential  doctrines  of  the  Reforma- 
tion awainst  the  errors  of  the  Mercersburg  theology. 

2.  Resofved,  That  this  Synod  can  not  suffer  the  Rev.  ]Mr.  Butler  to  re- 
tire from  its  sessions  without  expressing  their  kindest  feelings  for  himself, 
and  without  charging  him  to  bear  to  his  brethren  the  most  cordial  assur- 
ances (if  the  hearty  and  prayerful  sympathy  of  our  Reformed  Church, 
in  their  efforts  to  maintain  and  spread  the  Gospel,  and  to  establish  their 
striijxglintr  seminary  of  learning. 

S I  Resolved,  That  we  commend  these  brethren  to  the  material  aid  of 
our  Chuiches  and  assure  them  that  the  doors  of  our  Theologicul  Semi- 
nary are  most  cordially  thrown  wide  open  to  such  of  their  ]iious  youth  as 
may  at  any  time  wi?h  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

"W.  .J.  E.  TAYLOR,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Classis  of  North-Carolina  be 
requested  to  re-consider  the  withdrawal  of  his  papers,  and  leave  them  ia 
the  hands  of  the  Synod  until  their  meeting  in  October  next.    Whereupon 

The  Rev.  Thornton  Butler,  said  Commissioner,  consented  to  leave  his 
papers  in  the  hands  of  the  Synod,  subject  to  the  advice  of  his  Classis. 

The  following  Report  was  received  from  Rev.  Robert  P.  Lee,  D.D., 
the  Delegate  appointed  to  attend  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Protestant  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North  America  : 

The  undersigned  has  the  pleasure  to  report  to  your  reverend  body, 
that  pursuant  to  his  appointment,  he  was  present  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  recently  convened  in  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see;  that  personally  he  was  received  and  treated  with  great  kindness, 
and  that  he  witnessed  many  proofs  of  the  hearty  regards  of  that  vener- 
able body  towards  our  Church. 

He  would  add  that  their  dignified  manner  of  transacting  business,  their 
apparent  oneness  of  heart  and  aim,  and  their  energy  iii  carrying  out 
matured  measures  for  the  welfare  and  enlargement  of  their  own  Church, 
as  well  as  for  the  general  spread  of  the  Gospel  among  men,  could  not  but 
arrest  attention  and  command  respect. 

The  action  of  the  Assembly  in  reference  to  the  infringement  of  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Correspondence,  the  undersigned  has  already  transmitted  to  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod ;  but  he  would  take  the  liberty  here  to 
state,  that,  although  on  account  of  unavoidable  circumstances,  that  busi- 
ness was  not  taken  up  till  very  near  the  close  of  their  sessions,  yet  the 
Assembly  gave  it  their  earnest  consideration  for  several  hours  at  two  dis- 
tinct sessions,  and  evinced  an  anxious  solicitude  to  bring  the  unhappy 
affair  to  such  an  issue  as  would  honor  the  brotherly  covenant,  and 
strengthen  those  bonds  which  for  so  many  years  have   held  in  happy 

union  these  two  sister  Churches. 

ROBT.  P.  LEE. 

May  31,  1855. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to 
the  application  of  the  Classis  of  North-Carohna,  which  was  simply  accept- 
ed.    The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  respectfully  report: 
No  copy  of  the  printed  Minutes  of  the  last  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  met  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  has  been  laid 
before  them,  but  from  the  Report  of  your  Delegate  to  that  body,  they 
learn  that  he  was  personally  present  at  its  meetings,  and  was  received  by 
them  and  treated  with  great  kindness,  and  that  he  witnessed^raany  proofs 
of  the  hearty  regards  of  that  venerable  body  towards  our  Church.  He 
also  states,  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  com- 
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plaint  of  the  infringement  of  the  Articles  of  Correspondence  between  this 
General  Synod  and  the  General  Assembly,  -which  the  Classis  of  Ulster 
had  made  against  the  action  of  the  North-River  Presbytery,  in  the  case 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Smuller,  a  member  of  that  Classis,  and  who  had 
been  received  by  that  Presbytery  without  a  dismission  to  it,  and  in  the 
face  of  a  refusal  to  grant  any  other  than  a  dismission  to  the  Classis  of 
Philadelphia;  and  also  of  their  having  organized  a  Presbyterian  Church 
consisting  mostly  of  members  of  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of 
Kingston,  who  had  not  been  dismissed  by  the  Consistory  of  the  Church; 
that  on  account  of  unavoidable  circumstances  that  business  was  not 
taken  up  till  very  near  the  close  of  their  sessions,  yet  the  Assembly  gave  it 
their  earnest  consideration  for  several  hours  at  two  distinct  sessions,  and 
evinced  an  anxious  solicitude  to  bring  the  unhappy  affair  to  such  an  issue 
as  would  honor  the  brotherly  covenant  and  strengthen  those  bonds 
which  for  so  many  years  have  held  in  happy  union  these  two  sister 
Churches.  It  is  truly  gratifying  to  receive  from  your  Delegate  so  full 
and  strong  a  testimony  to  the  fraternal  feelings  of  the  Assembly  towards 
our  Church. 

The  Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  in  relation  to  the  above-mentioned 
complaint  are  as  follows  : 

Action  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  Com- 
plaint of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  adoi^ted 
May  29,  1855. 

1.  Resolved,  That  though  the  consistory  of  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  of  Kingston  may  have  acted  arbitrarily  in  refusing  certificates  to 
its  members  applying  for  them  to  join  one  of  our  churches,  this  Assem- 
bly regard  as  wanting  in  the  due  exercise  of  Christian  forbearance  the 
proceedings  of  North-River  Presbytery  in  so  hastily  organizing  a  church, 
composed  mostly  of  the  members  which  said  consistory  had  refused  to 
dismiss. 

2.  Resolved,  That  though  the  Classis  of  Ulster  may  have  done  wrong 
in  withholding  from  Rev.  Mr.  Smuller  the  certificate  for  which  he  apphed 
to  join  the  Presbytery  of  North-River,  this  Assembly  can  not  approve  of 
the  act  of  said  Presbytery  in  receiving  him,  regarding  their  act  in  so  do- 
ing as  deficient  in  the  exercise  of  that  forbearance  which  should  obtain 
in  the  intercourse  of  sister  Churches. 

3.  Rtsolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  express  to  the  Dutch  Church  the 
deep  regret  which  this  Assembly  feels  that  there  should  have  been  any 
cause  for  complaint  or  recrimination. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  ses- 
sions held  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  May  29,  1855. 

JOHN  LEYBUllN,  Stated  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

In  the  earnest  and  repeated  consideration  which  the  Assembly  gave  to 
this  complaint,  your  Committee  see  an  evidence  of  their  desire  to  cherish 
and  perpetuate  the  interchange  of  Christian  fellowship  which  has  so 
long  subsisted  between  them  and  us,  and  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of 
Christian  love  and  confidence  which  now  unite  us.  The  whole  matter 
seems  to  have  been  fully  and  patiently  discussed,  and  upon  both  points 
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of  complaint  resolution,  were  passed,  sufficiently  strong  ^nd  explicit^  of 
disapproval  of  tl.e  action  of  the  North-River  Presbytery.  In  the  first 
r  It  on  thev  speak  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Presbytery  as  hasty, 
Ihev  sav  •  "  hastili  organizing,"  and  plainly  intimate  that  their  conduct  was 
rr:^rin  "hastily  'g.nizing  a  chSrch  composed  mostly  of  the  rnembers 
Uich  said  consistory  had  refused  to  dismiss."  In  the  second  res olut  on 
They  ay  that  they  "  can  not  approve  of  the  act  of  tbe  Presbytery, '  m  he 
rnatter  to  which  it  refers.  They  have  thus  distmclly  expressed  then-  dis- 
approbation of  what  your  Committee  consider  the  highly  imp.-oper  intru- 
s?on  of  the  Presbytn/y  of  North-River  into  the  affairs  ot  our  Church,  by 
interfering  with  and  arresting  the  process  of  discipline  upon  one  of  our 
ministers^efore  it  was  brought  to  a  completion  by  ^•^<^^r''°g  ^'"g  ^^^^^ 
member  of  their  body,  and  so  placing  h,m  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Class.. 

'^Thi^^edS^^probation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Presbytery  is 
expr     e    1  0  vithstalLg  any  impressions  that  may  have  been  produced 
n^t^^  minds  of  any  me.nl^ers  of  the  Assembly  unfavorable  to  the  action 
of  the  con^i^tory  or  the  Classis,  and  your  Committee  notice  this  fact 
with  saS";  t  0         They  are,  however,  fully  of  the  belie    that  there  is 
^Lt  cau^e  of  complaint  against  either.     From  certified  statements  of 
The  Classis  of  Ulster  to  our  last  General  Synod,  which  were  laid  before 
vour  Comnnttee,  they  believe  not  only  that  their  proceedings  in  both 
Lses  weie  a  ogther  justifiable,  but  that  they  acted  with  commendab  e 
p'denceand  iLbearalce,  and  that  the  conduct  o    the  Cl.ssis    owa, 
Mr  Smuller  was  lenient  and  kind  in  no  ordinary  degree      Some  ot  the 
m  mberof  the  Second  Church  of  Kingston  who  asked  for   heir  dismis- 
S  were  under  heavy  pecuniary  obligations  to  the  consistory,  a  com- 
pliance wih  which  was  highly  necessary  for  the  prosper.ty  of  the  congre- 
Stbn      The  persons  who  complained  of  their  having  been  aggrieved  by 
fhe  Tctioi  of  the  consistory  in  withholding  their  dismissions,  had  their 
remedy  i     their  own  Church,  and  should  have  brought  their  complaint 
before  its  higher  courts;  and  your  Committee  consider  their  withdrawal 
;  thout  havt.  done  this,  and  their  reception  uiuler  these  circumstanc^ 
Tnd  without  dismissions,  by  the  North-River  Presbytery  as  a Itoge  he 
irre^r/a    proceedings.     It  is  due  to  the  consistory  to  statethat   hey  lad 
h^ppica  ion  ot- these  persons  for  dismission  before  Clas.is   and  sough 
£.m    £,  and  acted  un'der  their  advice  and  direction  ;-d;t  was  while 
the  matter  was  yet  under  deliberation,  and  before  they  had  refused  to 
J  ve  di  m  -ions^o  them,  but  while  they  were  yet  without  them   that  the 
irsbyte  y  of  North-Riv^r  organized  them  as  a  Presbyterian  church. 

You  Committee  consider  the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Smuller  as  altogether  justifiable.  The  re-^or.s  fo  then  pro- 
ceedincrs  towards  him  are  stated  in  the  comp  aint  l-^^^^^^.^'-^f^^.^he  last 
Of  ner'l  Svnod  and  found  at  page  414  of  its  Minutes.  It  is  there  stated 
ttt  M  r'^n"  ier"  wh  e  a  member  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster  was  received 
bvthe  iV^by  ery  of  North-River  "without  a  dismission  to  the  Presbytery, 
.nd  n  the  f^e  ot^a  refusal  to  ^rant  any  other  than  a  dismission  to  the  Classis 
0  Philad.  S  notwithstanding  an  explanation  of  the  nature,drcum- 

1;  e  td^S'^^^^   of  this  certificate  of  dismission,  and  an  intimation  that 
Mr!smu  t  wis  nut  to  be  regarded  as  rectus  in  cuna  on  account  of  ce. 


JUNE,    1855.  535 

tain  fresh  allegations  made  subscquenl  to  the  grantinfr  of  that  certi6cate." 
If,  liowevt-r,  liie  Cla.-sis  of  Ult-ter  had  acted  uiijastly  to  Mr.  Sinuller  in 
witbholdiiiti;  the  certiticate  {or  which  he  applied  to  join  the  Presbytery, 
he  had  his  remedy,  lie  could  and. he  should  have  brought  his  case  be- 
fore the  higher  courts  of  the  Church,  that  if  he  had  been  wronged  he 
might  hav«  sought  from  them  the  redress  of  his  wrongs.  But  this  he 
failed  to  do,  and  your  Committee  think  that  the  Piesl)ytery  of  North- 
River  erred  in  not  insisting  on  his  pursuing  this  coui-se,  and  freeing  him- 
self from  all  complaints  against  him  bofoio  they  received  him. 
Your  Committee  ofler  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Bcaolvcd,  That  this  Synod  accepts  the  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  its  late  session  at  Nashville,  as 
a  fraternal  response  to  the  complaint  from  the  Classis  of  Ulster  through 
the  General  Synod  against  the  North-Piiver  Presbytery. 

2.  Btsoived,  That  this  Synod  sees  no  cause  for  what  may  be  even  an  im- 
plied censure  of  the  action  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Second  Dutch  Church 
of  Kintrston,  or  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  in  the  matter  to  which  the  com- 
plaint refer*,  but  considers  it  as  exhibiting  forbearance  and  prudence. 

3.  RiSohcJ,  That  this  Synod  cordially  respond  to  the  third  resolution 
of  the  Assembly,  and  express  their  earnest  desire  that  there  may  hereafter 
be  no  canse  for  "complaint  or  recrimination,"  and  that  nothing  may 
be  wanting  on  either  side  "to  cherish  and  perpetuate  the  interchange  of 
Christian  fellowship  by  the  mutual  exhibition  of  confidence  and  fraternal 
esteem." 

Your  Committee  have  learned  from  the  Rev.  Thornton  Butler,  the 
Commissioner  from  the  Classis  of  North-Carolina  of  ihe  German  Reform- 
ed Church,  sent  to  us  for  the  purpose  of  efiecting  an  ecclesiastical  relation 
with  our  Church,  that  the  Classis  consists  of  eight  ministers  and  twenty- 
four  cliurches ;  that  its  bounds  extend  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  in 
one  direction,  and  thirty  miles  in  another;  that  there  is  a  large  field  of 
missionary  labor;  that  ministers  are  greatly  needed,  and  that,  could  suit- 
able men  be  obtained,  churches,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  would  certainly 
be  gathered.  lie  states  that  it  is  quite  possible  for  them  to  unite  with 
other  Chiistian  denominations  nearer  home,  and  that  the  reason  why  they 
approach  us  is  because  they  more  nearly  agree  in  their  doctrinal  stand- 
ards and  furms  of  worship  and  Church  government  with  us  than  with 
any  other  denomination  of  Christians — that  they  are  warmly  attached 
to  the  Ueidelberg  Catechism  ;  that  the  reason  why  they  wish  to  dissolve 
their  connection  with  the  German  Reformed  Synod  is  the  favor  with 
which  it  treats  the  innovations  of  Drs.  Neviu  and  Schatf,  and  that  it  is 
their  desire  to  unite  with  us  if  they  can  be  received  cordially  and  on 
honorable  terms.  Tiiey  do  not  come  as  suppliants  begoing  for  admit- 
tance, but  as  true  Christian  men  asking  to  be  received  amorig  us  as 
brethren  beloved  for  Christ's  sake.  Ue  states  that  some  of  their  congre- 
gations own  tracts  of  land  of  considerable  size,  and  that  they  have  a  liter- 
ary institution,  called  Catawba  College,  at  Newton,  N.  C,  which  they  de- 
sign, should  success  attend  their  efi'orts,  much  to  enlarge.  In  consequence 
of  their  holding  their  property  as  the  German  Refi^rmed  Church,  they 
wish,  should  they  be  received  among  us,  still  to  retain  that  name,  and  to 
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be  called  the  Classis  of  tbe  German  Reformed  Churcli  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  North-America  ;  should  they  be  thus  honora- 
bly received,  then  they  will  give  this  Synod  official  statements  of  their  hav- 
ing adopted  the  Constitution  of  our  Church.  Your  Committee,  believing, 
that  should  a  union  be  effected  with  this  Classis,  it  will  give  to  us  an 
entrance  to  the  whole  South,  and  open  to  us  a  vast  field  for  missionary 
enterprise,  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Synod  cordially  reciprocate  the  fraternal  feelings 
expressed  by  the  Classis  of  North-Carolina,  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  that  they  regard  with  favor  their  proposal  of  effecting  an  ecclesi- 
astical relation  with  our  Church,  and  that  so  soon  as  they  present  duly 
authenticated  testimonials  of  their  accepting  its  Standards  and  Constitu- 
tion they  shall  be  received  as  one  of  its  integral  parts,  and  so  be  fully 
incorporated  with  it,  and  shall  be  known  among  us  as  the  German  Re- 
formed Classis  of  North-Carolina  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  of  North- America. 

With  respect  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  last 
General  Synod  to  consider  the  propriety  of  extending  the  sphere  of  our 
Correspondence  with  other  evangelical  Churches,  by  exchange  of  dele- 
gates by  letter,  or  otherwise,  which  was  referred  to  this  Committee,  they 
beg  leave  to  observe  that  they  fully  agree  with  that  Committee  in  the 
'sentiment,  that  "the  truth  should  be  held  and  spoken  in  love,  and 
that  fidelity  to  the  distinctive  truths  and  order  of  our  Church  organiza- 
tions should  be  associated  with  a  feeling  and  manifestation  of  Christian 
regard  and  fellowship  with  other  denominations,  who,  amid  minor  difier- 
ences  hold  to  the  vital  and  fundamental  truths  of  the  Gospel."  Your 
Committee,  however,  believe  that  the  present  state  of  the  Christian 
Church  is  not  such  as  to  encourage  the  opening  of  correspondence  with 
Churches  who  do  not  agree  with  us  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Calvinistic 
faith  and  the  order  of  Presbyterian  Church  Government.  To  pursue 
a  policy  like  this  is  not  to  strengthen  but  to  weaken  our  Church,  and  just 
in  proportion  to  the  greatness  of  the  number  of  such  additions,  is  its  real 
weakness  and  the  certainty  of  its  final  overthrow. 

Thus  far,  too,  the  attempts  to  carry  on  correspondence  by  our  own  and 
other  Churches  have  not  been  attended  with  such  beneficial  results  as  to 
encouracre  us  at  the  present  time  to  make  further  attempts  at  it.  Your 
Committee  of  last  year,  however,  suggest  that  it  may  be  advantageous  to 
open  correspondence  by  letter,  accompanied  by  the  Annual  Minutes  with 
such  ecclesiastical  bodies  out  of  our  own  country  as  the  Synod  ot  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  South-Africa,  and  the  Synod  of  the  Walden- 
ses  of  Piedmont.  To  this  your  Committee  see  no  objection,  and  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  present  it  is  inexpedient  to  extend  our  corre- 
spondence with  other  Churches  in  this  country,  but  that  Synod  open  a 
correspondence  by  letter,  and  accompanied  by  our  Annual  Minutes,  with 
the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  South- Africa,  and  the  Synod 
of  the  Waldenses  in  Piedmont. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  Rev.  J.  P.  Revel,  of  the  Waldensian 
Synod,  dated  December  12, 1854,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  two  bun- 
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dred  dollars,  sent  by  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  Church,  to  aid  the  Vaudois  Churches  in  educating  students  pre- 
paring for  the  sacred  ministry  in  the  College  of  Latour,  and  expressing 
their  "  most  lively  acknowledgment  and  sincere  and  cordial  affection"  to 
those  Avho  have  thus  shown  their  Christian  love  by  their  contributions  to 
aid  them. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  foUowino-  resolu- 
tions :  ^ 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  ancient  Church  of  the  Waldenses  be  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  liberal  consideration  of  the  members  of  our  churches, 
and  that  immediate  collections  be  taken  up  to  complete  the  four  hun- 
dred dollars  promised  to  them,  and  that,  whenever  circumstances  permit, 
collections  be  taken  for  the  benefit  of  their  institutions. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Rev.  Messrs.  How,  Vanderveer,  and  Crispel,  and 
the  Elders,  Van  Arsdale  and  Shutt,  be  a  Committee  to  address  to  them  a 
letter  assuring  them  of  the  cordial  affection  with  which  this  Synod  re- 
gards them,  and  conveying  to  them  such  information  concerning  our  own 
churches  as  they  may  judge  it  expedient  to  communicate,  and  also  to  for- 
ward them  a  copy  of  the  last  Minutes  of  Synod. 

3.  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  Committee  to  open  a  correspondence  of 
the  same  character  with  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 
South-Africa. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  B.  HOW,  Cliairman. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double  number 
of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  the  follow- 
ing were  chosen :  Rev.  Abraham  Polhemus,  ^^rmanus;  and  Rev.  Anson 
Dubois,  secundus. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  in 
regard  to  the  Waldensian  Synod  and  the  transmission  of  the  funds  which 
were  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  for  the  Waldenses.  Ac- 
companying this  document  was  a  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Revel. 

These  papers  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

SYXODICAL    REPORTS    ON    THE    STATE    OF    THE    CHURCHES. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spend  a  part  of 
the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session  in  religious  exercises,  con- 
ducted agreeably  to  a  plan  previouf?ly  reported  by  a  committee  for  that 
purpose,  consisting  of  Rev.  Samuel  B.  How,  Lawrence  H.  Van  Dyke, 
and  the  Elder,  Henry  C.  Van  Arsdale. 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  making  arrangements  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  be  referred  to  a  committee 
17 
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consisting  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  S.  Lord,  Edwin  Holmes,  and  the  Elder, 
Teunis  A.  Waldron. 

Resolved,  That  a  Synodical  prayer  meeting  be  held  every  morning  at 
8  o'clock  during  the  sessions  of  the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Professors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  the 
Students  of  the  same,  be  invited  to  unite  with  the  Synod  in  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Resolved,  That  the  invitation  be  extended  to  the  President,  Professors, 
and  pious  students  in  Rutgers  College,  and  that  a  general  invitation  be 
given  to  all  the  Christian  people  in  this  city. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  second  day  of  the  session,  in  accordance  with  the  arrange- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  respectfully  report :     ' 

Another  year  has  closed  ;  and  it  has  been  the  duty  of  your  Commit- 

tPP  to  P-ather  up  and  record  the  items  which  constitute  the  matei-ials  ot 

ts  listmT  fo  "  the  instruction  and  edification  of  the  Church.     That  we 

may  do  so  the  more  distinctively  and  instructively,  we  shall  consider  it 

in  the  following  order.  ,    ,  ,  j  j  v 

1  The  faithfulness  of  her  ministry. -i:h\^  can  not  but  be  regarded  by 
all  as  of  the  first  importance,  since  it  constitutes  the  agency  which  the 
Mastei  employs  in  building  up  Zion.  What  th^  ministry  of  any  church 
r^at  church  must  eithei° already  be,  or  must  necessarily  soon  become, 
i'  eprodaces  itself  constantly  in  the  sentiments,  the  experience  and  the 
efficTency  of  the  individual  members.  The  spiritual  life  of  the  whole 
ChurchTs  to  a  certain  extent  only  a  reflection  of  the  aggregate  character 
of  that  life  as  it  is  found  in  those  who  minister  at  her  altai's.  A  high 
tone  0  piety,  a  pure  theology,  an  affectionate  devotedness  to  theworl 
of  winnfngVouls  to  Christ'will  produce  an  active,  pure,  and  spiritual 
ChmX  The  reverse  of  this,  a  state  of  things  corresponding  in  char- 
r^Mc^T  to  the  influence  which  produces  it.  ,        ,       /•  ^i. 

When  we  look  over  our  Zion,  and  inquire  what  is  t^e  character  of  the 

xninltry  now  laboring  to  build  her  up,  there  is  much  that  is  tope  ul  and 

^ncou  aling.     Well  trained,  zealous,  active,  and  holding  the  truth  as 

LTnChrisV  their  labors   promise   and   produce   pleasant   fruits.     Ah 

hat  «eem    to  be  matter  of 'regret  is  that  they  are  not  increased  in  their 

numbe-rto  such  an  extent  as  to  be  able  to  occupy  every  portion  of  the 

filld  and  gather  in  the  full  harvest.     Let  us  pray  the  Lord  of  the  har- 

V  suo  sen?  fo  th  more  laborers,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  those  who 

a?e  now  "occupying"    n.ore  warm-hearted  and  more  useful      Let  us 

ea?nestry  entreat  him  to  lead  the  young  men  whose    'hearts  he  has 

touched^'  to  offer  themselves  to  his  service  in  "  the  ministry  of  recon- 

toucnea    w  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  becoming  emi- 

Sru;eful  holle  brLight  to  consider  tbeiielves  as  bound.to  "the 
service  of  the  altar,"  every  waste  place  would  soon  be  occupied,  and 
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many  of  them  made  to  bloom  and  blossom  like  the  garden  of  the  Lord. 
As  it  is,  death  is  carrying  more  away  than  the  call  of  Christ  is  inducipg 
to  come  forward  to  occupy  their  places  ;  and  the  necessity  is  created 
either  that  the  Church  should  suffer  destitution,  or  that  she  should  sup- 
ply herself  from  abroad  ;  and  the  significant  fact  is  stated  that  in  one 
section  of  the  Church  more  candidates  have  been  received  from  other 
ecclesiastical  connections  than  from  our  own.  No  one  need  be  informed 
whereunto  this  will  lead,  or  how  desirable  it  is  that  it  should  be  reme- 
died. 

2.  The  fruit  gathered  in,  by  the  labors  of  those  who  are  rea^nng  the 
harvest. — The  whole  number  received  into  the  Church  as  reported  by  the 
two  Synods  of  New- York  and  Albany  is  as  follows  *.  On  confession, 
1539  ;  by  certificate,  IS'ZO  ;  total,  2900.  The  report  of  last  year  gave  the 
following:  On  confession,  1598  ;  by  certificate,  1540  ;  total,  3138.  The 
result  is  probably  the  effect  of  omission  on  the  part  of  the  churches  in 
sending  in  the  report  of  their  members  received,  more  than  any  thing  pe- 
culiar in  the  condition  of  our  Zion  generally. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  reso- 
lution :  Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  the  ministers  and  consistories 
of  all  our  churches,  to  report  every  year  accurately  the  number  of  per- 
sons admitted  to  the  communion  of  the  Church,  both  by  confession  and 
certificate. 

In  general,  the  language  of  the  Synods  is  hopeful  and  encouraging. 
The  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  says :  '•  God  has  not  left  us.  Most 
of  the  churches  have  evidence  of  his  presence  in  the  conversion  of  souls. 
We  can  not  but  be  thankful.  There  seems  to  have  been  in  most  of  the 
churches  a  steady  spiritual  progress,  and  rich  and  gracious  results  from 
the  diligent  use  of  the  appointed  means.  Although  there  comes  up  to 
us  no  joyful  proclamation  of  Pentecostal  seasons,  yet  some  of  the  churches 
report  a  more  than  ordinary  accession  of  numbers.  The  churches  of 
Pompton  Plains  and  Montville  in  the  Classis  Passaic,  mentioned  so 
favorably  in  the  last  report,  may  again  be  spoken  of  as  enjoying  the  con- 
tinued favor  of  God."  AVe  add,  the  church  in  Twenty-first  street, 
the  German  Evangelical  Mission  Church,  Staten  Island ;  Stapleton ; 
Market  street ;  Second  and  Third  Raritan  ;  Bergen  Neck  ;  First,  Second 
and  Third  Newark ;  Middle  Brooklyn ;  and  Brooklyn  Heights ;  Ilopewell 
audRhinebeck;  First  Church  Phila. ;  Blawenburgh ;  First  Tarry  town ;  and 
Second  Freehold,  seem,  from  the  numbers  reported  as  having  been  re- 
ceived on  confession,  to  have  enjoyed  a  more  than  ordinary  measure  of 
the  Spirit. 

But  the  Synod  also  add  :  "  We  can  not  but  be  humbled.  Little  has 
been  accomplished  in  comparison  with  our  need,  our  hopes,  and  the  pro- 
mises of  success  attendant  on  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty.  Truly, 
if  we  think  of  these  things,  and  then  turn  to  results,  have  we  occasion  of 
humiliation  ;  and  if  the  report  should  enforce  more  effectually  the  duty 
by  bringing  a  conviction  of  its  propriety  and  necessity  home  to  the  hearts 
of  all  Christians,  we  might  hope  to  see  the  dawning  of  a  better  day. 

The  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  say :  "  Turning  now  to  the  internal 
condition  of  the  churches,  we  are  met  by  a  much  lower  state  of  piety 
than  could  be  desired.     A  degree  of  interest  is  reported  among  some  of 
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the  churches  ;  but  the  Synod  has  been  unblessed  with  any  marked  re- 
vivals of  relifrion  during  the  past  year.  Other  branches  of  our  American 
Zion  have  been  richly  watered,  while  showers  of  the  Divine  Spirit  have 
been  p-reatly  withheld  from  us.  Comparatively  few  souls  are  recounted  ^ 
within  our  borders,  as  having  lately  submitted  to  the  kingdom  of  God. 
One  Classis  reports  a  smaller  number  of  members  at  present,  than  was 
reported  last  year.  .  .  .  With  the  want  of  revivals,  there  is  also  stated  a 
want  of  a  deep  and  vital  interest  in  the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's 
kino-dom.  Our  benevolent  societies  have  not  received  their  due  share 
of  siipport.  However,  the  churches  in  Albany,  Bethlehem,  First  Church 
Schenectady,  First  Ghent,  Kinderhook,  Harley,  and  Owasco  Outlet  may 
be  referred  to  as  encouraging  instances,  from  the  numbers  reported  to 
have  been  received  into  their  communion  on  confession  of  faith,  to  show 
that  God  has  not  utterly  forsaken  us. 

Thus  the  life  of  the  Church  seems  to  partake  of  the  character  oi 
Christian  experience.  It  is  neither  all  dark,  nor  all  sunshine  ;  but  a 
measure  of  each  ;  and  God  gives  them  to  us  in  our  season.  We  may 
lament  that  the  light  is  not  more  frequently  "  the  light  of  seven  days  ; 
but  let  us  not  forget  to  thank  him  for  the  measure  of  it  bestowed,  and 
as  we  have  every  encouragement  from  his  purpose  and  his  promise  to 
do  besie^re  the  mercy-seat  for  an  increase  to  fill  the  whole  world,  and 
sanctify  it  for  the  glory  of  God.  Prayer  conveys  blessings  down,  but 
lamentations,  bitter  as  those  of  the  weeping  prophet,  have  no  promise  of 
good  to  come,  except  as  they  evince  repentance. 

3.  The  spirit  of  beneficence.— K  Christian  is  himself  a  consecrated  of- 
fering to  God,  and  he  brings  with  him  his  all,  and  becomes  obliged  to 
glorify  the  Saviour  in  his  body  and  in  his  spirit,  which  are  His.  The 
Church  occupies  the  same  relation  that  individuals  do.  Her  muni- 
ficence, therefore,  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  evidence  of  her  condition. 
Her  charities  are  enlarged  as  her  piety  grows.  How,  then,  is  it  with  us 
iu  this  behoof?  In  1853  our  Church  contributed  for  all  purposes 
$59,955.58.  In  1854,  $73,887.84.  The  past  year  the  amount  is 
862,120.14.  This  indicates  something.  May  the  Lord  multiply  her 
charities  sevenfold,  and  cause  the  grace  given  to  her  to  abound  more  and 
more!  The  deficiency  probably  arises  from  the  fact  that  122  churches, 
besides  the  Classis  of  Holland,  have  omitted  making  any  report. 

But  there  is  another  feature  worth  presentation.  This  has  come  from 
a  part  of  the  churches.  We  will  not  here  record  the  names  of  delin- 
quents but  only  say  their  number  is  yet  too  large  for  their  own  good  and 
for  the  interests  of  the  Church.  Their  poverty  is  too  often  the  occasion 
of  the  same  false  reasoning  which  led  the  servant  with  one  talent  to  go 
and  hide  it  in  the  earth.  May  they  escape  his  shame  and  condemnation  \ 
It  is  a  disgrace  for  any  church  or  any  Christian,  at  the  present  day,_  to 
refrain  entirely  from  contribution  to  the  great  enterprises  of  Christian 
benevolence ;  and  the  Church  must  come  to  feel  this,  and  individuals 
must  be  told  it,  until  they  learn  to  do  otherwise.  The  complaints  of  the 
Treasurers  of  our  several  Boards  must  be  silenced  by  a  removal  of  the 
cause  of  them,  even  though  it  should  require  our  hundreds  to  be  enlarged 
into  thousands.  To  this  we  are  incited  by  the  cries  of  the  needy  as  well 
as  the  solemn  knell  of  the  departed,  who  seem  to  say  to  us  as  they  bid 
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farewell,  "  Work  v/liile  the  day  lasts ;  the  night  cometh  in  which  no  man 
can  work." 

During  the  present  year  five  of  our  ministry  have  deceased,  namely  : 
Rev.  Henry  G.  Livingston,  late  pastor  of  the  Third  Church,  Philadel- 
phia; the  Rev.  Dr.  Scudder,  of  the  Ceylon  Mission,  a  veteran  of  many 
years  and  large  experience ;  the  Rev.  D,  McNeish,  a  devoted  brother, 
extensively  known  among  the  churches  in  the  West,  where  he  had  long 
labored  with  an  unabating  energy  and  zeal,  whom,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  gifted  with  unusual  powers  and  a  highly-cultivated  mind,  united  to 
a  humble,  devoted  and  affectionate  spirit,  it  pleased  God  to  remove  in 
the  midst  of  his  usefulness ;  the  Rev.  Theodore  F,  Wyckoff,'  in  the 
Island  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  prime  of  life,  the  possession  of  eminent  gifts, 
and  with  the  prospect  of  great  future  usefulness ;  and  while  the  Synod 
has  been  in  session,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Brodhead,  D.D.,  a  father  as  eminent 
as  he  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  whole  ministry  of  the  Church  amounts  now  to  the  number  of 
349.  All,  however,  are  not  engaged  in  active  service.  The  important 
fact  is  presented  that,  while  there  are  55  vacant  churches,  there  are  70 
ministers  without  charge;  of  this  number  three  are  "emeriti,"  a  few 
enga2;ed  in  teaching,  some  are  unfitted  for  active  service  by  impaired 
health  and  old  age,  and  some  occupied  with  other  employment  not  en- 
tirely inconsistent  with  their  ordination  vows ;  but  the  remainder  are  left 
standing  in  the  market-place  to  say,  "  No  man  hath  hired  us."  Why  is 
this?  IIow  is  it?  Upon  whom  does  the  responsibility  of  producing 
such  a  result  rest  ?  Are  all  our  unsettled  ministers  properly  zealous  in 
seeking  opportunities  of  usefulness,  and  willing  to  labor  in  such  spheres 
as  the  providence  of  God  opens  to  them  as  the  ordained  servants  of  the 
Church  ?  If  it  rests  upon  the  ministers  themselves,  it  exhorts  them  to 
change ;  if  upon  the  congregations,  it  bodes  no  little  evil.  Some  of 
these  men  are  well  known  to  be  abundantly  able  to  serve  some  of  these 
churches,  perhaps  any  one  of  them,  to  their  edification.  Why  are  they 
not  "  sent  for  ?"  Are  there  no  itching  ears,  no  rejection  of  the  pure  word 
of  life  because  it  is  not  brought  to  them  as  "  savory  meat  ?"  God  grant 
that  none  of  the  desolations  of  Zion  may  be  wilful ;  none  of  the  vacancies 
the  result  of  a  vicious  appetite,  rejecting  the  pure  milk  of  the  word  be- 
cause they  seek  f)r  stimulants,  glitter,  and  excitement.  There  is  at  this 
moment  in  our  Church,  a  living  ministry,  able  and  experienced  in  the 
whole  of  the  pastor's  work,  sufficient  in  number  to  supply  every  vacancy 
in  the  Church.     Why  is  this  desirable  end  not  effected  ? 

In  responding  to  the  inquiry,  "  Watchman,  what  of  the  night  ?"  it  is 
our  privilege,  as  a  committee,  to  reply,  "  The  morning  cometh."  There 
has  been  an  onward  progress  in  our  beloved  Zion.  Work  has  been  done 
which  God  has  owned  and  blessed.  The  preached  word  has  not  returned 
void  in  all  cases.  Souls  have  been  converted,  sanctified,  and  glorified. 
Tiiere  are  more  in  heaven  now  than  when  the  year  commenced,  and  our 
Church  has  been  blessed  in  being  an  instrument  to  increase  the  company 
of  the  redeemed  before  the  Lord.  The  number  of  converts  is  not  in  pro- 
portion to  our  desires,  but  it  is  what  the  Lord  in  his  wisdom  and  sover- 
eignty has  seen  fit  to  give  us,  and  we  should  be  prepared  to  say,  "•  His 
will  be  done,"  but  not  restrain  our  prayer  for  more  fruit. 
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But  alas!  we  are  constrained  likewise  to  respond,  "  And  also  the  night." 
There  'is  yet  much  laud  to  he  possessed,  much  work  to  be  done,  much 
self-denial  required  of  us.  We  have  not  attained ;  at  best  we  can  only  be 
<^aid  to  be  following  after.  Zeal,  devotion,  a  sense  of  obligation,  arising 
from  a  conviction  that  we  are  the  Lord's,  an  increase  of  earnestness  and 
dilio-ence  in  labor,  more  liberality,  more  spiritual-mmdedness,  more^prayer 
—in  all  these  we  need  increase  and  the  progression  of  elevation.  ^^'  e  have 
to  combat  mighty  foes,  to  overcome  stupendous  obstacles.  An  earnest 
heart  an  undying  patience,  and  a  faith  that  fails  not,  can  alone  give  us 
the  victory.  The  ministry  we  need  is  in  all  attainments  higher  than  the 
ministry  we  have.  The  Church  that  shall  possess  the  earth  in  faith  and 
o-odliness  must  be  far  in  advance  of  the  Church  now  occupying  it.  God's 
word  and  God's  providence  unite  in  urging  us  onward,  onward.  Pro- 
gress alone  gives  hope  of  success. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Particular  Synods,  in  prepar- 
ino-  their  reports  on  the  state  of  religion,  to  embody  in  them,  as  lar  as 
possible,  an  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  each  Classis,  embracing  a  com- 
parative statement  of  the  state  of  religion  in  their  bounds,  as  materials 
out  of  which  the  General  Synod  may  form  a  more  accurate  estimate  ot 
the  condition  of  the  whole  Church. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  . 

r  •',  ABEAHAil  MESSLER,    Chmrman. 
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ARTICLE  VIL 

STNODICAL     REFKRENCES. 

The  Committee  oq  Sy nodical  Minutes  reported,  find  their  Report  was 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Sjnodical  Minutes  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  carefully  examined  the  Minutes  placed  in  their  hands. 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  last  General  Synod  we  find  the  following  mat- 
ters, claiming  the  attention  of  this  Synocl : 

On  p.  415,  a  resolution  directing  our  appointed  delegate  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  call  the  attention  of  that 
body  to  a  violation  of  the  Articles  of  Correspondence,  with  the  request 
that  it  will  take  such  action  as  the  circumstances  seem  to  demand. 

On  p.  41G,  a  resolution  appointing  a  select  committee  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  extending  the  sphere  of  our  correspondence  with  other  evan- 
gelical churches,  to  report  to  this  Synod. 

On  p.  420,  a  resolution  directing  the  Particular  Synods  to  send  up  to 
the  General  Synod  a  transcript  of  the  Classical  records  in  regard  to  the 
answers  to  the  second  and  third  constitutional  questions,  proposed  at  the 
spring  session  of  each  Classis. 

On  p.  451,  a  resolution  sending  down  to  the  Classes  the  question, 
"  Shall  the  Particular  Synods  be  made  conventional,  instead  of  being,  as 
now,  delegated  bodies  ?  and,  if  not  conventional,  shall  the  delegation  be 
increased  ?  and  that  their  answer  be  transmitted  to  this  Synod." 

On  p.  453,  a  resolution  re-committing  the  Liturgy,  and  instructing  the 
committee  to  revise  the  same,  and  submit  their  report  to  this  Synod. 

On  p.  477,  a  resolution  directing  the  several  Classes  to  take  order 
that  a  general  concerted  effort  bo  made  to  raise  the  aforesaid  sura 
(§25,000)  for  the  Church  Building  Fund,  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  Jan- 
uary, 1855,  and  to  have  a  yearly  collection  in  every  subsequent  year. 

On  p.  493,  a  resolution  directing  the  several  Boards  of  the  Ciiurch  to 
present  hereafter  printed  annual  reports  to  the  Synod, 

In  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  on  p.  2G,  are  the 
following: 

IV.  OVERTURES  TO  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

1.  From  the  North  Classis  of  Long-Island,  instructing  their  Delegates, 
as  they  did  last  year,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Synod  to  a  sup- 
posed conflict  between  Sect.  21,  Art.  L  of  the  Constitution,  in  reference 
to  examination  of  ministers  coming  from  bodies  with  which  we  are  in 
correspondence,  and  Sect.  4  of  Art.  L,  on  Reception  of  Ministers. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Westchester,  proposing  an  additional  column 
in  the  statistical  reports,  giving  the  amount  raised  by  each  church  for  its 
own  congregational  expenditures. 

3.  Another  recommendation,  from  the  same  Classis,  that  the  General 
Synod  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  form  for  the  adrain- 
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istration  of  Baptism  as  to  remove  the  appearance  of  sanctioning  the  doc- 
trine of  Baptismal  Regeneration. 

On  p  25  by  the  Classis  of  Hudson,  a  recommendation  of  J^^dward 
Payson  Pitcher  to  the  General  Synod  for  a  dispensation,  to  apply  di- 
rectly to  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  wilhout  examination,  his  prelim- 
inary examination  being  prevented  by  his  absence  as  a  teacher  among 
the  Hollanders  in  Michigan. 

Also,  on  p.  29.  notice  of  appeal  by  one  Miss  Stebbms,  from  the  action 
in  her  case  to  this  General  Synod. 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  we  find  nothmg 
claiming  the  especial  attention  of  the  General  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted,  ^  ^  ALLIGER,  CUavrrmn. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  instructions  to  the  Delegate  to  the  General  Assembly,  in  relation  to  a 
supposed  infringement  of  the  Articles  of  Correspondence,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  a  reference  from 
the  North  Classis  of  Long-Island,  in  relation  to  a  supposed  conflict  of 
certain  sections  of  the  Constitution,  in  reference  to  the  examination  ot 
ministers  coming  from  bodies  with  which  we  are  in  correspondence,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

Resolved,  That  the  reference  from  the  Classis  of  Westchester,  in  rela- 
tion to  an  additional  column  in  the  statistical  table,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion. 

Resolved,  That  the  reference  from  the  Classis  of  Westchester  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Form  for  the  Administration  of  Baptism,  be  laid  on  the  table 
till  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Liturgy  be  received. 

The  reference  was  afterwards  taken  up,  and  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Rev.  Isaac  N.  WyckoiF,  D.  D.  Demarest,  N.  D.  Wil- 
liamson, and  the  Elders,  Thomas  Jeremiah,  and  William  C.  Miller. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  case  of  Edward  P.  Pitcher  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  appeal  of  Miss  Stebbins  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  reported,  and  their 
report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  report :  The  fol- 
lowinT  papers  have  been  placed  in  their  hands : 

1  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Greene  requesting 
Synod  to  overture  the  Classes  in  order  to  obtain  their  views  ^^  regard  to 
abolishin.  the  Particular  Synods.  As  there  is  no  indication  that  theie 
IS  to  any  considerable  extent,  any  desire  among  the  churches  for  such  a 
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change,  your  C<')niinittee  recomniend  that  a  compliance  with  the  request 
of  tlie  Classis  of  Greene  be  deemed  inexpedient. 

2.  Papers  purporting  to  be  a  complaint  of  Maria  Stebbins  against  a 
decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York. 

In  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  this  Synod  ought  not  to  enter- 
tain this  complaint,  inasmuch  as  the  subject-matter  thereof,  if  it  belongs 
to  either,  belongs  to  the  Civil  rather  than  the  Ecclesiastical  Court.  It  is 
recommended  tlnit  she  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  papers. 

3.  From  the  North  Classis  of  Long-Tsland,  desiring  a  decision  by  this 
Synod  of  the  question  of  a  supposed  conflict  between  the  rules  for  the 
reception  of  ministers  from  other  denominations.  See  the  Constitution, 
Art.  I.,  §  21,  and  the  Digest,  Chap.  II.,  §  4,  Art.  i.,  on  p.  344. 

The  only  point  on  which  there  is  any,  even  a  seeming  discrepancy,  is 
in  regard  to  the  admission  of  ministers  from  Churches  with  which  we  are 
in  correspondence,  the  Constitution  implying  that  such  applicant,  unless 
there  be  suspicion  of  disqualification  as  to  orthodoxy  and  morals,  may  be 
admitted  on  the  credit  of  his  credentials  alone,  while  the  Digest  requires 
that  he  be  examined.  This  discrepancy  is  rather  apparent  than  real — 
one  of  words  and  not  of  spirit.  The  design  of  both  the  clauses  referred 
to- is  to  protect  our  Church  from  the  ministration  of  unsound  and  un- 
worthy men.  To  effect  this,  the  Constitution  requires  that,  before  receiv- 
ing an  applicant,  whether  licentiate  or  ordained  minister,  the  Classis  shall 
be  satisfied  of  his  soundness  in  doctrine  and  correctness  in  morals ;  the 
Digest  specifies  how  such  satisfaction  shall  be  secured,  namely  :  by  actual 
examination  in  the  presence  of  a  Deputatus.  Although  thev  difl'er,  they 
do  not  conflict.  The  latter  goes  further  than  the  letter  of  the  former, 
but  it  does  so  carrying  out  its  spirit.  On  the  most  careful  examination 
of  these  documents,  your  Committee  can  not  discover  that  there  is  any 
antagonism  between  them. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  M.  N.  McLAEEN. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

SY  NODICAL      APPEALS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

CHURCH      GOVERNMENT. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reports  of  the  Classes  on  the 
subject  of  a  change  of  the  Particular  Synods  (p.  451)  reported,  and  their 
report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  answers  of  the  Classes  to 
the  questions  sent  down  by  the  last  General  Synod,  namely,  "  Shall  the 
Particular  Synods  be  made  conventional,  instead  of  being,  as  now,  dele- 
gated bodies  ;  and,  if  not  conventional,  shall  the  delegation  be  increased  ?" 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  received  replies  from  only  sixteen  out 
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of  the  twenty-four  Classes.  Of  these  but  two  have  reported  in  favor  of  a 
chano-e  to  the  conventional  system ;  two  in  favor  of  an  increase  to  the 
delectation;  one  in  favor  of  a  subdivision  of  the  Particular  Synods  and  a 
modification  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  jurisdiction  and  if  this  be 
done  then  the  Synods  to  be  conventional ;  two  in  favor  of  the  abohtion 
of  Particular  Synods.  They  have  also  in  their  hands  the  following  reso- 
lution of  the  Classis  of  Greene :  "  Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  be 
requested  to  send  an  overture  to  the  Classes  to  obtain  their  views  m  re- 
gard to  abolishing  the  Particular  Synods."     The  remainder  simply  reply 

against  any  change.  ,        ,        .  ,  •         „^.i 

■Prom  the  replies  it  would  appear  that  there  is  a  general  uneasmess  and 
dissatisfaction  with  reference  to  the  sessions  of  the  Particular  Synods— a 
feeling  that  something  should  be  done  to  give  greater  interest  and  eftcacy 
to  thele  judicatories.  But,  in  view  of  the  answers  that  have  been  returned, 
your  Committee  would  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Besolved,  That  it  be  declared  inexpedient  to  make  any  change  at  the 
present  time  in  the  maimer  of  constituting  the  Particular  Synods. 

C.  VAN  CLEBP,  Chairman, 
G.  H.  MANDEVILLE, 
JNO.  M.  WTCKOFF. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  be  sent  to 
the  several  Classes  for  an  expressal  of  their  opinion : 

The  addition  of  the  following  question  to  the  interrogation  included 
ia  Chap.  II.,  Art.  iii.,  §  8,  to  follow  immediately  the  question  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 

«  Are  the  Forms  for  administering  the  Sacraments  read  in  full  before 
the  congregation  on  sacramental  occasions." 

ARTICLE  X. 

DOCTRINES     AND     MORALS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XL 

CUSTOMS     AND     USAGES. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  a  revision  of  the 
Liturgy  (p.  453)  submitted  their  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Liturgy  would  respectfully  sub- 
rait  to  General  Synod  the  following  report ; 

We  can  not  forget,  and  we  would  not  if  we  could,  that  ^c  are  strictly 
and  truly  a  Liturgical  Church.  .  ,      ,  .  ,  •    •  i     .•«,,! 

The  Reformr^d  Church  of  Holland,  with  which  our  own  is  identifaecl, 
recognizing  certain  great  principles  of  doctrine  and  order  as  unraistak- 
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ably  and  immovably  establislied,  very  early  adopted  a  Formulary,  cou- 
taiuino-  a  clear  and  coraprebensivo  expression  of  tbem.  And  to  sucb  a 
Formulary  she  has  always  proclaimed  her  unwavering  adherence.  And 
although  she  utterly  renounced  the  heathenish  and  senseless  forms  of 
religious  worship  enjoined  at  Rome,  yet  she  never  disclaimed  the  princi- 
ple on  which  they  were  based,  or  hesitated  to  admit  that,  at  proper 
times,  and  under  special  circumstances,  an  authoritatively  prescribed 
form  of  religious  service  was  both  important  and  desirable.  In  the  same 
spirit  has  our  own  Church  acted,  and  thus,  in  her  Constitution,  has  this 
great  fact  been  conspicuously  set  forth,  and  all  who  unite  under  her  ban- 
ner are  solemnly  bound  practically  to  recognize  it.  Nor  will  it,  perhaps, 
in  this  place,  be  deemed  amiss  to  state  that,  in  regard  to  this  hturgical 
and  distinguishing  feature  of  our  ecclesiastical  character,  there  exists 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  communion,  at  least  so  far  as 
we  know,  not  only  no  difterence  of  opinion,  but  a  general  and  just  satis- 
faction and  complacency. 

To  our  Liturgy  also,  as  it  has  been  handed  down  to  us,  and  in  which 
is  embodied  so  much  of  enlightened  wisdom,  of  sound  orthodox}-,  and  of 
true  piety,  and  to  which  the  affections  of  the  Church  through  successive 
generations  have  so  fondly  clung,  there  is  everywhere  prevalent  among 
us  a  deeply-rooted  and  ardently-cherished  attachment.  And  we  confi- 
dently believe  that  the  slightest  manifestation  of  a  disposition  to  lay  rude 
and  violent  hands  upon  it  would  be  met  from  every  quarter  with  a 
prompt,  and  stern,  and  overwhelmingly  indignant  rebuke. 

But  our  Liturgy,  venerable  as  it  is  for  age,  and  indisputable,  in  very 
many  respects,  as  is  its  intrinsic  excellence,  is,  after  all,  only  a  human 
production,  and  can,  of  course,  therefore  lay  no  claim  to  exemption  from 
the  imperfection  incident  to  such  an  origin,  nor  will  it  be  regarded  by 
any  intelligent  and  ingenuous  mind  as  either  wanting  in  proper  respect 
or  as  evincing  an  undue  disparagement  of  its  merit,  to  assert  that  there 
are  in  it  both  positive  and  negatiA'-e  defects — defects  which  may  be  sought 
to  be  remedied,  and  which  it  would  be  "simply  absurd  to  suppose  that 
no  wisdom  of  the  present  age  is  adequate  to  remedy.  To  these  defects, 
few,  if  any  of  you,  are,  in  all  probability,  insensible.  They  have  formed  a 
subject  of  remark  and  of  criticism  both  among  the  ministry  and  the  laity 
of  our  Church,  and  that  our  Liturgy  is  susceptible  of  improvement  has 
been  freely  admitted,  and  hence  the  desire  has  been  again  and  again  ex- 
pressed that,  in  order  to  render  it  more  complete  and  attractive,  and  bet- 
ter adapted  to  serve  at  the  present  day  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
designed,  certain  changes  ought  to  be  effected,  and  especially  in  those 
parts,  the  use  of  which,  by  the  Constitution  of  our  Church,  has  been 
made  indispensably  obligatory. 

Yet  such  has  been  the  aversion  of  some  among  us,  and  the  indifierence 
of  others,  to  even  the  slightest  change  in  our  ritual,  that  this  matter  of 
the  Liturgy  was  never  presented  to  the  consideration  of  any  of  our  eccle- 
siastical judicatories  until  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  in  1853,  At  that  meeting  a  motion  was  introduced  in 
relation  to  an  improvement  of  the  Liturgy,  and  the  whole  subject  was 
freely,  and  fully,  and  ably  discussed,  and  the  importance  of  its  thorough 
and  careful  revision  was  generally  and  unreservedly  acknowledged.     Not, 
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liowever,  because  of  any  want  of  appreciation  of  its  real  excellence,  or 
from  the  slightest  dissatisfaction  with  its  doctrinal  sentiments,  but  solely 
from  a  conviction  that  its  phraseology  in  some  places  greatly  needed 
amendment,  that  some  parts  might  be  advantageously  rearranged,  and 
others  abridged  and  condensed,  and  that  some  new  forms  also,  such,  for 
example,  as  would  be  suitable  for  funeral  and  installation  occasions,  might 
most  appropriately  be  added.  As  the  result  of  that  discussion,  and  by  a 
vote  of  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  members  present,  it  was 

'■'■  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  often  be  appointed  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  whole  subject  of  the  Liturgy,  and  report  such  _  modifications 
as  they  may  deem  proper  to  the  next  General  Synod,  provided,  however, 
that  no  alterations  shall  be  made  in  the  doctrinal  sentiments  contained  in 
the  forms  now  in  use  in  the  Church." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  seven  ministers  and  three  laymen  were 
appointed,  namely:  Rev.  Messrs.  Mann,  Kennedy,  Bethune,  Dwight, 
Porter,  Strong,  and  Chambers;  and  the  Elders,  T.  Frelinghuysen,  S. 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  William  B.  Crosby. 

The  Committee,  though  deeply  impressed  witb  a  sense  of  the  respon- 
sibility devolved  upon  them,  and  fully  aware  of  the  many  and  varied  dif- 
ficulties incidental  to  a  successful  issue  of  the  undertaking,  yet  heartily 
sympathizing  in  the  spirit  and  aim  of  the  resolution  under  which  they 
had  been  appointed,  promptly  and  actively  entered  upon  their  work. 
They  held,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  frequent  meetings,  carefully  exam- 
ined and  reexamined,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  line  by  line,  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Liturgy,  spent  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  time,  and, 
in  a  word,  labored  assiduously  and  diligently  to  accomplish  the  object 
contemplated.  The  result  of  their  efforts  was  duly  reported  to  the  Gene- 
ral Svnod  at  their  meeting  in  Hudson,  in  1854. 

By  recurring  to  that  report,  their  whole  plan  of  procedure,  together 
with  the  various  changes  and  modifications  proposed  for  adoption,  will  be 
clearly  seen.  But  that  report  not  being  deemed  sufficiently  full,  and 
complete,  and  satisfactory,  it  was  unanimously 

''Besolved,  That  the  Liturgy  as  altered  and  submitted  to  this  Synod  by 
the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  be  re-committed,  that  the 
committee  be  instructed  to  revise  the  same,  and  again  submit  their  re- 
port to  the  next  General  Synod." 

In  view  of  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  Synod,  and  of  the  renewed 
and  emphatic  expression  of  its  desire  that  the  Liturgy  should  be  revised, 
and,  if  possible,  divested  of  its  objectionable  features,  and  thus  be  ren- 
dered more  generally  acceptable,  and  being  earnestly  solicitous  that  the 
object  contemplated  by  their  appointment  should  not  be  defeated,  your 
Committee  at  once  determined  that  they  would  not  shrink  from  a  still 
further,  and,  if  possible,  more  vigorous  and  careful  prosecution  of  their 
work,  nor  remit  any  effort  which  they  were  capable  of  making  to  satisfy 
the  expectation  of  the  Church.  Accordingly,  they  again  proceeded  to 
hold  meeting  after  meeting,  and  to  carefully  revise  and  correct  their  for- 
mer report."  And  although  some  difl:erences  of  opinion  existed  among 
the  Committee  themselves  m  regard  to  some  of  the  modifications  proposed, 
and  to  the  extent  of  condensation  and  abridgment  proper  to  be  made, 
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and  especially  in  those  Forms  which,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Church, 
are,  on  certain  specific  occasions,  absolutely  required  to  be  used,  yet  their 
conclusions  have  been  harmoniously  agreed  upon.  And  they  now  believe 
that  they  have  accomplished  all  which  nn'dedhj  they  could  reasonably 
hope  to  accomplish.  And  althongh  they  have  no  idea  that  their  work  is 
perfect  and  might  not  still  be  improved,  yet  they  can  not  help  but  fl;itter 
themselves  that  the  alterations  which  they  have  made  are  real  and  valu- 
able improvements,  and  that  the  Liturgy  as  amended,  if  adopted,  will 
prove  more  attractive,  and  serve  far  better  the  end  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed. 

The  result  of  their  labors  is  contained  in  the  printed  pamphlet  which 
is  herewith  submitted,  and  they  cherish  the  hope  that  what  has  been 
done  will  not  fail  to  meet  the  approbation  of  your  reverend  body.  In 
conclusion,  they  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Liturgy,  as  amended  by  the  Committee  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  be  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  various  Classes  for  their 
consideration  and  approval. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  A.  M.  MA:N'X,  Chairman. 

Copies  of  the  revised  Liturgy  were  distributed  among  the  members. 
The  subject  was  discussed  at  length.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion 
upon  the  Form  for  the  Administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Form  be  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  consisting 
of  Rev,  Harvey  D.  Gause,  David  D.  Demarest,  and  Isaac  N.  Wyckoflf, 
and  the  Elders,  William  C.  Miller  and  Thomas  Jeremiah,  with  direction  to 
compare  the  same  with  the  original,  to  make  such  changes  in  the  lan- 
guage and  punctuation  as  will  produce  a  closer  correspondence  with  the 
spirit  of  the  original,  and  avoid  existing  difficulties  in  reading  the  Form, 
and  to  make  such  omissions  only  as  shall  in  no  way  touch  the  integrity 
of  thought  and  sentiment,  said  Committee  to  report  to  the  Synod  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted.  After  a  short 
discussiQ]^,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Form  be  re-committed  to  the  Committee  to  make 
amendments  to  the  same,  and  that  they  have  it  printed  in  the  pamphlet, 
which  embraces  the  other  Forms  of  the  Liturgy,  as  recommended  by  the 
Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  same. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  Liturgy  was  then  postponed  until  the 
adjourned  session  of  the  Synod  in  the  month  of  October  next. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  references  from  the  Classes 
of  Westchester  and  Schenectady,  in  relation  to  the  supposed  teaching  of 
the  doctrine  of  Baptismal  Regeneration  in  the  Form  for  the  Administra- 
tion of  Baptism,  reported.     A  report  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee 
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was  also  presented.     The  reports  were  accepted,  and  it  was  resolved  that 
they  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  revised  Liturgy. 

Resolved^  That  250  copies  of  the  Liturgy,  as  proposed  to  be  revised,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Synod  at  its  adjourned  session  in  October  next, 
■and  that  they  be  distributed  among  the  members  of  the  same. 

ARTICLE  XIL 

SCHOOLS    AND    CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  re- 
ceived, read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  present- 
ed, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education : 

Resolved,  That  "  the  plan  of  operation  "  and  "  the  rules  of  General 
Synod  "  relating  to  young  men  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion be  so  altered  and  amended  that  the  young  men  may  pursue  their 
preparatory  studies  in  the  Holland  Academy  under  the  care  of  the 
Board. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  Sab- 
bath-School Union  was  presented  and  read.  So  much  as  relates  to  the 
subject  of  the  Sabbath-Schools,  and  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  Board,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education  ;  so  much 
as  relates  to  the  publication  of  books  to  the  Committee  on  Publication ; 
and  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted, 
unanimously  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Education,  having  examined  the  several  matters 
referred  to  their  consideration,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : 

The  Board  of  Education  express  their  pleasure  in  being  able  to  inform 
Synod  that  some  churches  have  adopted  the  system  of  Parochial  Schools 
established  at  the  last  meeting,  and  have  each  received  an  appropriation 
of  $100  per  annum.  From  only  one  of  these  has  a  report  been  received, 
the  otheis  not  having  been  in  operation  a  full  year.  Your  Committee 
adopt  the  language  of  the  Board  in  "  anticipating  much  good  from  the 
fund  provided  for  carrying  on  this  plan,  and  are  persuaded  that  no  means 
could  be  devised  more  efficacious  for  training  the  young  in  religions 
knowledge  and  attachment  to  the  Church,  while  they  hope  that  where- 
ever  it  is  practicable,  our  churches  will  adopt  the  system."  Nor  can  we 
withhold  our  desire  that  the  benevolent  founder  may  find  in  its  success 
a  rich  return  for  his  munificence  and  zeal. 
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The  Board  represent  that  they  have  been  greatly  embarrassed  by  the 
insufficiency  of  their  funds.  Earnest  appeals  have  been  made  to  the 
churches,  yet  only  thirty-three  out  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  have  made 
any  response,  the  Avholc  amount  of  the  year's  contribution  being  but 
$1752.59,  while  a  further  sum  of  at  least  ^1550  is  needed  to  meet  the 
engagements  laid  upon  the  Board  by  General  Synod,  and  no  addition  has 
been  made  to  the  number  of  scholarships. 

The  Board  congratulate  themselves  on  having  been  able  to  reduce  the 
liability  of  Synod  "to  Mr.  Taylor,  former  principal  of  the  Uolland  school ; 
but  a  balance  of  $702  is  still  due  him,  which  they  are  anxious  to  pay, 
as  he  has  suifered  severely  from  lack  of  this  money,  that  ought  to  have 
been  paid  him  long  since.  The  school  is  doing  a  very  important  work 
among  the  interesting  people  for  whose  benefit  it  was  established,  being 
now  conducted  after  the  plan  adopted  last  year  by  Synod  on  recommend- 
ation of  the  Board,  which  lessens  the  annual  expense  to  the  Boaid  one 
half. 

From  a  paper  submitted  to  the  Synod  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Van  Der  ]\Ieu- 
len,  the  Committee  learn  that  eighteen  students,  sixteen  of  whom  are 
boys,  and  two  girls,  are  pursuing  their  studies  in  the  Holland  Academy. 
It  is  believed  that  this  whole  number  are  pious.  The  boys  are  all  pre- 
paring to  enter  our  college,  and  ultimately  our  Seminary,  with  a  view 
to  the  ministry.  The  giiTs  are  being  trained  for  usefulness  in  the  Mas- 
ter's vineyard,  in  the  foreign  or  domestic  field.  These  young  persons  are 
all  in  indigent  circumstances ;  so  that  the  Holland  churches  in  Michigan 
arc  obliged  to  provide  board  for  all,  and  clothing  for  a  majority  of  their 
number.  This  becomes  a  very  heavy  burden  upon  tliese  churches,  whose 
means  are  limited,  and  whose  comparatively  recent  immigration  has  not 
allowed  them  to  place  themselves  in  a  situation  to  do  more  than  to  pro- 
vide for  their  individual  families,  except  at  great  sacrifice. 

The  advancement  of  these  young  men  in  their  studies  is  deemed  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  inasmuch  as  the  field  in  which  they  are 
expected  to  labor  is  rapidly  extending.  The  Holland  brethren  have 
already  twenty  churches.  Several  of  these  are  without  the  regular 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  ministers  who 
can  address  them  in  their  own  language. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  the  Committee  recommend  these  youth 
in  the  Holland  Academy,  to  the  favorable  consideration  and  aid  of  the 
Board  of  Education. 

For  the  full  payment  of  its  debt,  (which  was  not  incurred  by  the  Board, 
but  imposed  with  the  care  of  the  school,)  and  for  its  enlarged  operations, 
they  ask  that  the  Synod  would  alibrd  them  aid  in  a  way  at  once  feasible 
and  just,  especially  as,  after  a  trial  of  two  years,  they  have  no  expecta- 
tion of  raising  the  amount  by  ordinary  collections ;  and  your  Committee 
agreeing  with  their  suggestion,  submit  this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  be  directed  to  return 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand 
Dollars  taken  a  few  years  since  from  that  treasur}',  and  now  invested 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Holland  school. 

In  this  connection  your  Committee  see  the  propriety,  if  not  the  neces- 
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sitv,  of  a  measure  offered   to  Synod,  and  submit  a  resolution  to  tliat 
effect. 

Eesolved,  That  the  rule  requiring  all  beneficiaries  to  pursue  their 
studies  at  the  institution  in  New-Brunswick,  be  suspended  with  reference 
to  the  young  men  of  the  Hollanders  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  so*far  that  they  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board,  be  allowed 
to  prepare  for  college  at  the  Holland  school. 

Your  Committee  also,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Board,  recommend 
Synod  to  resolve : 

That  the  churches  are  earnestly  requested  to  let  their  contributions  as 
churches  pass  into  the  treasury  of  the  Board  of  Education,  as  the  prac- 
tice of  some  churches  in  putting  young  men  on  the  funds  of  the  Church 
and  then  giving  their  collections  "to  these  same  young  men,  has  an  inju- 
rious effect,  both  on  the  Board  and  on  the  reputation  of  the  Classes  by 
whom  said  beneficiaries  have  been  recommended. 

The  Board  also  sav  that,  "  situated  as  its  members  are,  it  is  extremely 
difficult,  nay,  impossible,  for  them  to  exercise  that  constant  oversight  of 
the  young  men  under  their  care,  as  is  desirable,  and  in  some  cases,  neces- 
sary. They,  therefore,  propose  that  the  Theological  professors  be  ap- 
pointed guardians  of  all  the  beneficiaries  of  the  Church,  on  whatever 
funds  they  may  be  sustaine  1,  and  that  they  be  requested  and  empowered 
to  examine  strictly  and  frequently  into  the  habits,  manner  of  living,  and 
prospect  of  the  young  men,  and,  especially,  to  ascertain  whether  they 
are  running  into  debt,"  in  order  that  the  Board  may  have  sufficient 
knowledge  "in  the  premises,  and  take  measures  accordingly.  The  Board 
emphatically  deprecate  the  contraction  of  debts  by  their  beneficiaries  in 
the  process  of  education,  and  also  desire  that  any  young  man  who  proves 
unworthy  or  unfit  should  be  arrested  in  his  course.  On  this  point  your 
Committee  recommend  the  following  measure  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Theological  Professors  be  requested  to  consider 
themselves  guardians  of  all  young  men  beneficiaries  of  the  Church, 
watch  carefully  over  their  conduct  and  life,  and  whenever  they  discover 
censurable  expenditure,  remissness  in  study,  lack  of  mental  or  religious 
qualification,  they  make,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  report  to  the  Board  of 
Education. 

The  I'oard  return  the  number  of  beneficiaries  under  their  care  as 
thirtv,  ten  of  whom  have  been  received  during  the  past  year. 

They  also  deplore  the  fact  that  the  interest  felt  for  the  cause  they 
represent,  a  cause  so  vital  to  the  advance  and  well-being  of  the  Church, 
is  on  the  wane.  They  say,  "A  failing  ministry  is  the  sure  index  of  a 
failing  Church,  and  the  small  number  of  our  young  men  who  are  seek- 
ing the  ministry  should  awaken  our  anxiety  and  stimulate  our  efforts  to 
obviate  the  evil'  Can  not  Synod  devise  some  plan  that  should  bring  the 
churches  generally  to  greater  zeal  in  this  good  work  ?" 

In  view  of  these  most  weighty  considerations,  your  Committee  find 
themselves  called  upon  to  declare  that  the  whole  system  and  method  of 
beneficiary  education  for  the  ministry  require  from  the  Synod  most  seri- 
ous attention.     The  startling  facts  are  before  us,  that  comparatively  few 
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young  men  arc  now  directing  their  course  to  tlie  ministry  of  our  Cliurcli, 
and   tbat  of  those  few,  are  wholly,  or  in  part,  siijiported  by  the 

funds  of  the  Church  ;  that  these  young  men  are  greatly  exposed  to 
temptation  of  running  into  debt,  besides  other  dangers,  and  need  increased 
oversight;  and  that  the  churches,  fur  some  reason,  do  not  maintain  iho 
degree  of  conc^^rn  in  these  regards  which  prom|)ted  them  in  limes  past 
to  make  such  large  foundations  for  tlie  training  of  a  future  minislry.  In- 
deed, it  can  not  be  denied  that  the  plan  of  eleemosynary  educationfor  the 
sacred  office  has  fallen  with  some  minds  into  doubt,  with  others  into  dis- 
repute ;  while  various  reasons  are  suggested  for  the  diminution  of  aspir- 
ants to  the  blessed  and  honorable  work  of  the  evangelical  ministry,  and 
for  the  supposed  decay  of  ministerial  power. 

In  a  country  like  ours,  which  opens  many  avenues  to  gain  and  personal 
advancement,  so  that  the  poorest  youth  may,  without  presumption,  aim 
at  an  honorable  independence;  but  where  the  support  of  Christian  pas- 
tor.*, contingent  wholly  on  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  people,  is 
so  small  and  comparatively  imeertain,  we  must  believe  that  those  young 
men  professing  piety  who  allow  themselves  to  weigh  the  worldly  advan- 
tages of  other  pursuits  against  the  cry  of  the  Church  for  service,  would 
turn  from  a  career  of  self  denial  and  ill-paid  labor.  Yet  self-denial,  self- 
sacrifice,  and  even  seU-abandonment,  for  the  sake  of  Christ  and  the  souls 
of  men,  have  ever  been  the  true  conditions  of  preaching  the  Gospel. 
No  young  man,  wdio,  having  counted  the  cost,  is  not  willing  to  give  up 
all  for  Christ  the  crucified  for  us,  is  fit  to  sen'e  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 
The  trials  of  the  ministry  have  ever  been  its  best  defense  against  the  intru- 
sion of  unworthy  men  who  would  seek  its  holy  name  for'filthy  lucre  and 
not  of  a  ready  mind.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that  amidst  all  its  pains,  a 
pious  heart  will  find  rich  compensation  in  serving  the  best  Master,  in  the 
communion  of  saints,  in  the  love  of  souls,  and  the  hope  of  eternal  re- 
ward. The  devoted  pastor's  life,  when  the  soul  is  consonant  to  its  occu- 
*l>ations,  is  not  by  far  the  least  desirable  lot  in  this  life.  The  real,  radical 
secret  of  our  decay  in  this  respect  must  lie  in  the  decay  of  the  Church, 
its  worldliness  and  lack  of  prayer.  The  ministry  are  Christ's  shepherds, 
and  the  promise  that  they  who  hunger  arfH  thirst  after  righteousness 
shall  be  filled,  is  to  be  made  sure  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  mainlv  through 
their  teachings  out  of  the  word  of  God.  When  that  longing  desire  for 
truth  is  felt,  the  promise  will  not  be  broken  or  a  qualified  ministry  denied. 
It  were  strange  scandal,  indeed,  if  while  other  young  men  of  this  land 
press  so  vigorously  on  their  personal  enterprises  of  ambition  and  gain, 
those  who  remember  their  Creator  should  shrink  from  any  eflfort  neces- 
sary to  gain  an  entrance  upon  a  career  which  likens  them  to  the  great 
Apostle  of  our  profession,  the  Son  of  God  incarnate. 

^  Still,  while  we  should  lower  in  no  degree  the  standard  of  ministerial 
piety  and  education,  we  should  assist,  so  far  as  we  may,  the  weakness 
of  our  youtiger  brethren,  and  relieve  them  of  burdens  which  might  clog 
their  efforts,  sicken  their  hearts,  and  break  down  their  energy.  And 
since  the  Church  has  undertaken  to  look  upon  young  men  aiming  at  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  as  her  sons,  and  provision  for  their  necessities 
requires  an  expenditure  of  money  dedicated  to  God,  it  is  important  that 
such  adoption  be  afiectionaie,  and  such  expenditure  be  economical,  that 
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the  laro-est  good  mav  be  secured.  We  have  no  right  to  impose  addi- 
tional pains,  deprivations,  and  humiliations,  as  the  price  of  our  aid.  _  It 
becomes  the  Church,  therefore,  as  a  tender,  faithful  mother,  to  nounsh 
these  young  men  with  no  stinted  supply  from  her  ample  bosom.  Be- 
side-^ it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  they  are  young,  just  past  the  boy- 
hood of  life,  inexperienced  as  to  the  cares  and  untaught  in  the  ways  ot 
the  world ;  and  they  need  not  only  the  restraints  but  also  the  superintend- 
ence of  a  wise  forethought. 

At  the  present  day,  however,  the  circumstances  of  a  beneficiary  ot  the 
Church  are  those  of  great  difficulty.     The  sum  allotted  for  his  annual 
expenditure,  scanty  from  the  first,  has  not  been  increased  with  the  same 
proportion  as  the  cost  of  living.      In  remote  rural  districts  it  might  be 
possible  for  our  young  men  to  support  themselves  on  their  allowance,  but 
we  will  not  permit  them  to  select  such  dwelling-places.     Our  rules  rigidly, 
and  very  properlv,  demand  that  they  should  pursue  their  studies  m  a 
city  close  to  one  of  the  dearest  markets  in  the  world,  where  we  know  that 
the  sum  they  receive  from  us  can  not  procure  for  them  the  comforts  or 
even  necessaries  of  a  respectable  home,  to  say  nothing  of  other  requisites 
for  body  and  soul.     We  tell  them  that  they  must  take  no  thought  for  to- 
morrow, but  apply  their  whole  mind  and  heart  to  their  work  of  prepara- 
tion, and,  above  all,  avoid  the  degrading  entanglements  of  debt,  when  it 
must  be  that,  without  a  miracle,  their  little  cruse  will  be  exhausted  before 
the  year  is  two-thirds  gone.     The  Church  has  no  thought  of  holding  them 
in  bondage,  yet  the  bitterest  exaction  of  Egyptian  tyranny  was  scarcely 
D-reater  than  ours  of  them,  for  it  were  as  easy  to  make  bricks  without 
ftraw  as  to  live  free  from  painful  solicitude  or  excess  of  their  means  on 
the  sum  they  receive.     Is  there  no  method  by  which  these  diffaculties 
may  be  ob\aated  ?— the  young  men  rescued  from  the  temptation  we 
dread  for  them?— their  personal  conduct  brought  under,  not  a  prying 
espionao-e,  but   a   pious   watchfulness  ?-- nay,  when   they  themselves, 
brought  into  closer  bonds  of  sympathy,  and  interest,  and  association, 
mav'mutually  preserve  each  other  from  the  deceitfulness  of  sm,  and, 
relieved  from  care,  together  pursue  with  a  Christian  emulation  the  pre- 
paration of  heart  and  mind  which  is  needed  for  their  future  offices?     In 
a  word,  can  not  the  Church  provide  them  a  home  where,  as  her  children, 
they  may  eat  bread  in  quietness,  sleep  in  peace,  and  study  without  dis- 
turbance «     As  if  to  answer  the  anxious  questions  proposed  by  the  13oard 
appointed  by  Synod  as  its  representatives  in  the  care  of  these  young 
men,  there  comes  before  us  the  statement  of  the  Committee,  of  which 
the  Kev.  Dr.  Van  Vranken  was  chairman,  appointed  by  the  iioarcl  ot 
Superintendents  to  procure  the  erection  of  a  Theological  Hall. 

From  this  statement  we  learn  the  more  immediate  history  ot  the 
movement  it  contemplates ;  and  to  set  the  matter  properly  betore  the 
Synod,  we  freely  extract  the  words  of  that  paper :  "  The  subject  ot  the 
expense  attending  a  course  of  instruction  in  our  Theological  Seminary 
ha-s  for  a  long  time  been  felt  to  be  deserving  of  serious  consideration. 
Of  late  it  has  assumed  an  increased  importance  imperatively  demanding 
the  attention  and  action  of  the  Church.  Under  this  conviction,  the 
Faculty  were  impelled  to  institute  an  inquiry  from  the  students  as  to 
their  necessary  expenses  compared  with  those  incurred  at  similar  institu- 
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tions  in  our  country.  From  the  answers  given,  it  appeared  that  wliile 
our  students  were  compelled  to  pay  from  §3  to  83.50  per  week  for  board, 
with  notice  that  an  advance  of  tifty  cents  per  week  might  be  looked  for 
at  the  beginning  of  the  next  term,  the  charge  at  Princeton  was  from 
$1.45  to  61.75  ;  at  New- York,  §1.90.  The  supposition  is,  that  in  institu- 
tions of  less  prominence  the  rates  are  even  less.  Nothing  could  result 
from  this  state  of  things  but  embarrassment  and  debt  to  our  students — 
not  only  those  whose  sole  dependence  is  pn  the  appropriations  of  the 
l^oard  of  Education,  but  also,  with  very  few  exceptions,  to  the  residue. 
It  further  appeared  that  there  was,  within  the  knowledge  of  our  students, 
quite  a  number  of  youncr  men  who,  with  associations  and  predilections 
strongly  in  fjivor  of  our  Seminary,  had  been  impelled  by  the  considera- 
tion of  the  ditierence  in  expense  to  repair  to  Princeton,  New- York,  and 
elsewhere,  for  their  theological  education.  At  the  instance  of  the  Pro- 
fessors, a  memorial  was  prepared  by  the  students,  and,  through  the 
Professors,  presented  to  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  embracino-  a  state- 
ment of  these  foots,  together  with  the  expression  of  a  desire  that  a 
Theological  ITall  might  be  provided  containing  dormitories,  a  refectory, 
and  other  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the  students.  The  prompt 
and  hearty  response  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  to  this  memorial 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  extracts  from  their  minutes : 

" '  Resolved,  That  the  Theological  Professors  and  three  members  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendents,  (now  to  be  appointed,)  be  a  Committee  to 
proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  procure  jdans  of  such  a  Theological  Hall 
as  is  hereinbefore  described,  and  to  collect  funds  sufficient  for  the  erection 
of  such  an  edifice. 

"  '  Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  said  moneys  be  collected  or  subscribed, 
the  Committee  take  measures  to  call  a  meeting  of  General  Synod  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  request  the  Synod  to  legis- 
late on  this  matter  and  ratify  the  action  of  this  Board  and  its  Com- 
mittee. 

"  '  The  following  pei-sons  were  appointed  members  of  the  Committee 
with  the  Professors  :  Rev.  Dr.  Chambers,  Rev.  J.  Llason  Ferris,  and  Rev. 
Thomas  C.  Strong.' 

"  The  general  description  of  the  [proposed]  building  is  given  in  the 
following  sentence  from  the  report  of  the  Committee :  '  We  advise  that 
at  once  we  enter  upon  the  work  of  erecting  a  Theological  Hall,  which 
shall  furnish  an  airy,  commodious  apartment  for  a  library,  comfortable 
lecture-rooms,  a  hall  in  which  the  students  may  preach,  dormitories,  a 
refectory,  and  not  least,  a  residence  for  our  esteemed  professor  of  Biblical 
Literature.' 

"  The  Committee  thus  appointed  proceeded  at  once  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  duties  assigned  them.  Being  convinced  that  the  tardy  pro- 
cess of  raising  so  large  a  sum  as  the  case  required,  by  subscription, 
would  not  meet  the  views  of  the  Board  or  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the 
institution,  they  resolved  at  once  to  make  an  application  to  the  consist- 
ory of  the  Collegiate  Church  in  New- York  for  the  requisite  funds.  In 
the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  (a  judgment  afterwards  confirmed  by 
the  estimates  of  an  accomplished  architect,)  $40,000  would  be  required 
20 
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fo-  the  erection  of  sucli  a  building  as  that  described  by  the  Board.  _  The 
propriety  of  asking  for  so  Large  a  sum  from  the  above-named  consistory 
••piiared  very  questionable,  and  at  a  subsequent  meetmg  it  was  moved 
by  Professor  Campbell,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  Committee 
to  limit  the  application  to  |25,000,  which  sum,  it  was  supposed,  would 
b-  sufficient  for  a  building  such  as  is  called  for  by  the  necessities  of  the 
'Students      The  application  was  made,  and  it  is  with  unfeigned  gratitude 
-md  pleasure  that  the  Committee  have  to  report  the  prompt,  generous, 
■md  mao-nanimous  spirit  with  which  the  application  was  met  by  the 
consistory.      They  had  recently  donated  a  like  sura  of  $25,000  to  the 
Oolle^e  and  made  heavy  grants  to  several  important  churches,  besides  a 
biro-e  a'o-o-reo-ate  of  smaller  sums  to  others.      Yet  a  too  cautious  pru- 
dence was  n^'ot  allowed  to  interfere  with  what  was  felt  to  be  a  matter  oi 
paramount  importance.     The  considerations  presented  were  duly  appre- 
ciated and  responded  to  in  a  way  honorable  to  their  hberality  their 
Oiiristian   spii'it,  and  their  attachment  to  the  truth  and  order  ot  then- 
Church      Before  the  members  of  the  Committee  to  whose  care  the  mat- 
tor  was  referred,  left  the  ground,  the  magnificent  donation  was  voted 
Upon  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  the  Committee,  in  conformity  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  would  have  taken  the 
requisite  measures  for  a  call  of  Synod  had  not  the  consistory  felt  re- 
strained by  important  reasons  from  issuing  bonds  before  the  1st  ot  June 
"  In  seekino-  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  those  who  have  consecrated 
themselves  to  the  ministry  of  the  Sanctuary,  it  seems  to  be  entirely  rea- 
sonable that  regard  should  be  had  to  such  as  are  on  their  preparatory 
course  in  college,  who  are   as  much  affected  by  the  existmg  state  ot 
tilings  as  the  members  of  the  Seminary,  and  will  be  equally  relieved  by 
■I  hall  in  which  they  may  find  accommodations.     In  this   view  ot  the 
case  it  must  be  pleasino-  to  the  consistory  of  the  Collegiate  Church  to 
reflect  upon  the  widely-extended  fruits  of  their  benevolence. 

»  Unwillino-  to  leave  any  thing  undone  that  might  facilitate  the  action 
of  the  Svnod^  the  Committee  directed  their  attention  to  difl'erent  locali- 
ties in  the  vicinity  of  the  college  with  a  view  to  the  selection  of  one 
most  suitable  in  their  judgment  for  the  site  of  the  hall,  and  which  they 
mio-ht  consequently  recommend  to  Synod.  The  lot  of  ground  situated 
on°Somerset  street  between  the  residence  of  the  late  Mrs.  Baldwin  and 
the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson,  appears  to  be  decidedly  preterablo 
to  any  other  within  a  proper  distance  of  the  college.  The  property  is 
owned  by  Abraham  Van  Nest,  Esq.,  of  New-York,  a  name  that  carries  a 
pledo-e  with  it  that  nothing  unaccommodating  or  ungenerous  will  be 
allovved  to  appear  in  any  negotiation  that  may  be  set  on  foot  for  its 

attainment.  ,  ,       ,        i  •  i  •  *   i 

"T'le  measures  that  have  been  taken  and  the  plan  which  is  now  presented 
to  General  Synod  for  the  erection  of  a  Theological  Hall  have  not  resulted 
from  any  dissatisfaction  with  the  boarding  of  students  m  private  families, 
or  from  any  predilet-tiou  in  favor  of  conventual  life  and  habits.  So  far 
as  the  Committee  are  concerned,  other  things  being  equal,  they  \yould 
prefer  the  former ;  but  the  question  is  not  one  of  taste  but  of  business, 
not  of  choice  but  necessity.  The  diminishing  of  expenses  of  living  to 
the  students  of  the  Seminary  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  prosperity  it 
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not  to  the  very  existence  of  the  institution.  A  recent  memorial  pre- 
sented to  the  Faculty  by  the  students,  discloses  the  alarming  fact  that 
twelve  young-  men  who  would  have  entered  on  their  theological  course, 
in  New-Brunswick,  but  for  the  high  price  of  board,  are  now  actually 
jnirsuing  their  studies  elsewhere,  thus  leaving  the  number  of  students  in 
the  seminary  twenty-seven  when  it  should  have  been  thirty-nine.  The 
Church  can  ill  spare  any  of  her  consecrated  sons  from  the  service  of  her 
sanctuaries;  yet  what  must  be  her  prosperity  when  twelve  at  a  time  are 
absent,  and  in  all  probability  lost  to  her  service  ?  None  Avill  be  surprised 
at  this  statement,  who  reflect  how  much  there  is  to  influence  the  action 
of  Christians  besides  their  denominational  attachments.  Beneficiaries 
will,  of  course,  find  their  homes  in  the  seminary,  yet  how  many  are 
there  whose  means  are  barely  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  an  edu- 
cation, who  would  send  their  sons  to  the  seminary  of  their  own  Church 
as  a  matter  of  course,  provided  the  expense  were  within  their  means, 
but  if  otherwise,  and  resort  to  the  funds  of  the  Church  became  neces- 
sary, would  decline  the  bounty  and  send  them  where  they  could  have 
them  educated,  whilst  they  retained  their  feelings  of  independence. 
Others,  whatever  bo  the  amount  of  their  means,  calculate  with  wonder- 
ful exactness  on  all  matters,  and  hardly  ever  fail  to  discover  immense 
advantages  in  the  institution  in  which  the  expense  incurred  is  smallest. 
Influences  such  as  these  are  often  more  than  a  match  for  denominational 
attachment ;  and  if  so,  how  can  we  expect  in  the  present  state  of  things 
that  any  from  other  denominations  should  be  attracted  to  our  Semi- 
nary ? 

"  In  the  memorial  of  the  students  just  referred  to,  the  Faculty  was 
also  presented  with  a  painful  account  of  the  perplexities  and  depressions 
v/hich  are  unavoidable  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  students. 
Even  those  who  have  imdertaken  to  perform  domestic  offices  for  them- 
selves, with  all  their  vexatious  and  uncongenial  toil,  have  not  found  the 
appropriations  made  them  adequate  to  their  support.  Others  are  still 
inore  harassed  by  debt ;  and  all  are  eager  for  the  accommodations  of  a 
hall. 

"In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  the  Synod  that 
the  Faculty  have  obtained,  by  the  generous  aid  of  the  consistory  of  the 
Collegiate  Church  of  New- York,  and  of  individuals  of  the  same  city, 
one  especiall3',_who  is  never  weary  of  well-doing,  means  to  furnish  such 
substantial  relief  to  the  students  as  to  enable  them  to  close  the  present 
collegiate  year  without  debt.  Notwithstanding  the  extra  assistance  which 
some  have  received,  it  was  found  from  the  most  exact  and  minute 
accounts  which  were  rendered,  that  the  sum  necessary  to  afford  this 
relief  was  but  little  short  of  8700. 

"  It  may  be  thought  that  board  might  bo  afforded  at  a  less  rate  than  is 
at  present  demanded  in  New-Brunswick,  and  it  may  bo  so.  But  it  is 
quite  certain  that  those  who  keep  boarders  for  the  support  of  their  hm- 
ilies,  must  get  from  those  boarders  not  only  the  means  to  furnish  them 
with  provisions,  but  also  to  furnish  the  same  for  themselves  and  families, 
together  with  what  is  required  for  rent,  clothing,  and  every  thing  else 
necessary  to  a  decent,  comfortable  living.  Apply  this  to  the  case  of  sixty 
or  seventy  students,  boarding  in  some  ten  or  twelve  houses,  with  corre- 
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spondent  rents  to  pay  and  families  to  support,  aud  notliinaj  further  is 
requisite  to  show  that  board  can  be  furnished  them  in  a  pubhc  hall  at  a 
vastly  cheaper  rate  than  in  private  houses. 

"  In  opposition  to  the  plan  of  a  public  hall,  the  idea  has  been  suggested 
of  some  permanent  provision  for  the  payment  in  part  of  the  board  oi 
students.  To  put  the  relative  value  of  the  two  plans  to  the  test,  let  a 
calculation  be  made  of  their  respective  results.  Suppose  a  hall  to 
accommodate  sixty  students,  (which  is  about  the  afumber  of  those  in 
the  Theological  Seminary,  and  of  those  in  the  College  whose  aim  is  the 
■ministry )  Suppose  the  board  in  the  Hall  be  put  at  $2  a  week,  the 
saving  is  ^1.50  a  week  for  each  student,  $3.50  being  the  present  price 
of  board  in  the  town.  Putting  the  time  at  forty  weeks,  the  annual  sav- 
ing to  each  student  will  be  $G0.  This  for  sixty  students  would  be  an 
annual  saving  of  8-3600,  equal  to  the  interest  of  $00,000.  In  what  way 
could  the  in'vestment  of  $25,000  be  productive  of  an  equal  amount  ? 
At  ordinary  interest  it  would  produce  but  $1500,  which  is  $2100  less 
than  the  saving  proposed.  The  Committee  believed  that  they  were  hon- 
oring the  consistory  by  asking  in  hope  for  so  large  a  sum  as  $25,000  ; 
andlhey  might,  without  reflecting  upon  their  liberality,  ask  for  $60,000  ; 
yet,  by  the  use  proposed  to  be  made  of  the  smaUer  sum,  the  product  of 
tbe'laro-er  is  made  an  object  of  reasonable  expectation. 

"  The  Committee  are  not  unaware  that  disorders  are  often  charged 
upon  establishments  where  the  board  is  in  common,  and  are  free  to  con- 
fess their  belief  that  there  is  truth  in  many  of  the  allegations ;  but  they 
beHeve  them  applicable  only  to  promiscuous  gatherings  of  youth,  upon 
whom  the  restraints  of  religion  must  be  supposed  to  be  only  partially 
operative.  In  the  proposed  Hall  things  will  be  put  on  another  footing. 
No  collefre  students  will  be  admitted  but  such  as  are  members  of  the 
Church,  whose  avowed  object  is  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel.  Thus  the 
Hall  will  be  strictly  a  religious  house— as  much  so  as  any  oth^r  into  which 
onlv  theoloo'ical  students" are  admitted.  None  of  this  class  are  found  to 
be  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  disorder.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
always  maintained  an  untarnished  reputation,  and  have  admirably  sub- 
served the  purpose  of  their  establishment. 

"  Thus  far  the  Committee  had  prepared  their  statement  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Synod,  when  they  were  in  no  small  degree  surprised  by  the  inform- 
ation tliat  the  consistory  of  New-York  had  re-considered  their  resolution, 
and  in  place  of  issuing  bonds  for  the  principal-$25,000-according  to 
their  original  pledge,  had  resolved  to  pay  the  interest  of  that  sum 
annuallylbr  the  benefit  of  the  theological  students.  Ihe  change  effected 
by  this  chano-e  of  counsel  might  seem  to  suggest  the  propriety  oi  a  very 
different  statement  from  that  given  above.  But  the  Committee  feel  that 
it  is  due  to  themselves  and  to  the  Board  who  appointecl  them,  to  make 
an  exhibit  of  the  exact  conformity  of  their  action  with  the  tenor  oi  their 
appointment,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  Synod,  to  whom  the  control  ot 
the  whole  matter  belongs.  _  . 

"  It  beino-  understood  that  the  revisionary  action  of  the  consistory 
was  based  on  objections  to  the  system  of  boarding  in  common,  the  Com- 
mittee resolved  to  avail  themselves  of  the  short  time  that  remained  to 
them  to  "-ain  what  information  they  could  on  the  subject,  trom  sources 
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entitled  to  the  liigbest  ooiisideintioii.  Inquiries  were,  therefore,  insti- 
tuted at  New- York,  and  two  members  of  the  Committee  repaired  to 
Princeton.  In  free  conversation  with  the  President  of  the  College  and 
(he  Professor  of  Didactic  Theology  in  the  Seminary  at  the  latter  place, 
information  was  sought,  such  as  their  long  acquaintance  Avitli  the  work- 
ing of  the  system  enabled  those  gentlemen  to  give.  The  frankness  and 
fi-eedom  with  which  those  gentlemen  expressed  themselves  rendered  the 
interview  no  less  agreeable  than  instructive.  Details  of  the  information 
obtained  will  not  be  expected.  General  results  will  sufHce,  and  the  fol- 
lowing are  respectfully  presented  to  Synod  : 

"  1.  A  hall  containing  dormitories  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as 
respects  the  expense  of  living,  entirely  irrespective  of  a  refectory.  In 
the  college,  while  they  have  discarded  a  refectory,  they  are  hastening  to 
restore  their  dormitories  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  found  that  the  pro- 
viding of  rooms,  beds,  and  tlie  necessary  furniture  for  sleeping  apart- 
ments, enhances  the  price  of  board  in  a  much  lai'ger  proportion  than  is 
generally  imagined  ;  and,  consequentlv,  board  can  be  anywhere  pro- 
cured at  very  reduced  prices,  when  nothing  is  required  but  the  provisions 
of  the  table. 

"  2.  Id  the  Theological  Seminary,  although  they  have  no  refectory  in 
the  ordiuary  sense  of  that  term,  yet  the  meals  of  the  students  are,  to  a 
very  great  extent,  taken  in  the  ilall,  and  the  system  is  decidedly  ap- 
proved. The  Professor  was  distinctly  asked  whether,  if  the  institution 
were  without  a  hall,  he  would,  with  all  his  knowledge  of  its  working, 
desire  to  have  one  erected  ?  To  which  he  gave  a  prompt  and  emphatic 
answer  in  the  affirmative — he  would  desire  it,  on  account  of  its  favorable 
action  on  the  punctuality  of  the  students  in  attending  the  lectures  and  other 
exercises  of  the  Seminary ;  and  he  would  desire  it  because  of  its  effect 
in  diminishing  the  cost  of  their  living,  as  while  boarding  in  families 
would  have  cost  them  during  the  last  year  83.50,  (the  same  as  in  New- 
Brunswick,)  they  have  obtained  it  in  the  Hall  for  $2,58,  and  that  under 
H  very  ill-digested  plan  of  conducting  its  operations, 
^  "  3,  Authentic  information  received  from  the  Union  Seminary  of  New- 
York  gives  still  more  satisfactory  results.  In  that  institution,  the  stu- 
dents are  provided  with  rooms  for  study,  and  apartments  adjoining  for 
sleeping,  all  without  charge.  The  building  also  contains  apartments  for 
a  boarding  establishment,  which  some  suitable  person  is  permitted  to 
occupy,  free  of  rent,  for  the  purpose  of  boarding  at  a  low  rate  as  many 
of  the  students  as  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantage.  This 
has  been  the  system  from  the  beginning,  (as  the  Committee  are  informed,) 
and  while  in  all  former  years  the  rates  have  been  less,  this  year  only 
§2.00  have  been  charged,  thus  producing  a  saving  of  scarcely  less  than 
§2.00  to  each  student. 

'•  Should  a  hall  be  erected  in  New-Brunswick  and  conducted  like  that 
in  New- York,  a  full  verification  would  be  given  of  the  calculation  con- 
tained in  another  part  of  this  statement,  and  there  would  be  to  the  stu- 
dents a  saving  equal  to  the  interest  of  $60,000  as  the  result  of  an  invest- 
ment of  $25,000. 

"If  we  suppose  that  the  plan  of  appropriating  the  interest  of  the  New- 
York  consistory's  donation  towards  paying  the  board  of  the  students 
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would  result  in  equal  advantage  to  them,  it  is  worthy  to  be  considered, 
that  they  only  are  to  be  benefited,  while  an  equal  number,  no  less  de- 
voted to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  no  less  deserving  of  assistance, 
would  be  left  without  the  smallest  relief  from  their  embarrassment.  It 
is  still  further  to  be  considered  that  many  who  might  be  able  to  pay  for 
their  own  board  in  the  Hall,  or  for  their  meals  in  some  family,  while 
they  slept  and  studied  in  the  Hall,  would  have  to  depend  upon  a  gra- 
tuity for  the  difference  ;  and  lastly,  the  boarding-houses  would  be  with- 
out that  check  upon  their  charges,  which  the  establishment  in  the  Hall 
would  naturally  create— a  check  upon  which  very  great  stress  is  laid  by 
the  Professors  of  Princeton. 

"  While  the  Committee  can  not  resist  the  conclusions  to  which  the  facts 
offered  in  this  statement  have  led  them,  they  trust  that  they  have  no  un- 
due desire  that  it  should  be  adopted  by  Synod.  The  idea  of  a  hall 
originated  with  the  students,  and  was  unanimously  and  cordially  adopt- 
ed by  the  Board  of  Superintendents.  As  the  constituted  guardians  of 
the  Seminary,  their  judgment  in  the  matter  would  seem  to  be  not  only 
in  place,  but  entitled  to  no  small  degree  of  ofl&cial  consideration.  Should 
the  judgment  of  Synod  concur  with  that  of  the  Board,  the  Committee 
are  slow  to  believe  that  the  consistory  would  resist  the  united  judgment 
of  both,  or  refuse,  on  a  fresh  consideration,  to  place  matters  in  the  state 
in  which  they  were  placed  by  the  original  grant  of  $25,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erectmg  a  hall  for  the  use  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  The  sub- 
ject is  before  the  Synod,  and  the  Committee  are  ready  heartily  to  acqui- 
esce in  the  disposition  that  may  be  made  of  it,  being  fully  convinced  that 
the  judgment  will  be  of  the  Lord." 

Thus  for  the  statement  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents, which  is  also  the  voice  of  the  Theological  Professors.     The 
views  given  are  in  accordance  with  the  unanimous  sentiment   of  the 
Committee  and  of  the  Board  that  appointed  them,  and  in  these  your 
Committee  also  fully  concur.     They  have  incorporated  nearly  the  whole 
"  statement"  in  the  present  report,  that  the  chain  of  reasoning  mightnot 
be  broken,  nor  the  valuable  facts  gathered  and  set  forth  with  such  abihty 
lose  any  of  their  force  by  a  change  of  order  or  language.     At  the  same 
time  your  Committee  see  other  reasons  for  the  plan  proposed,  which 
mio-ht  be  urged  with  great  propriety,  and  that  other  benefits  than  those 
suovested  might  reasonably  be  expected  from  it.     In  our  judgment  it  ]s 
most  desirable  that  our  sons  of  the  prophets  should  have  a  home  pe- 
culiarly and  exclusively  their  own  during  their  residence  m  New-Bruns- 
wick, aud  not  be  subjected  to  the  caprice  or  changes  of  boarding-house 
keepers  ;  that  they  should  constitute  one  family  where  their  daily  devo- 
tions and  brotherly  association  might  be  closely  intimate  and  mutually 
edifyino-;  and,  not  least,  where,  without  any  sense  of  a  prymg  scrutiny, 
their  whole  manner  of  life  would  be  under  the  eye  of  their  teachers 
and  guardians.     Nor  can  your  Committee  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  as 
the  young  men  are  rigidly  required  to   pursue  their  studies  in  ^ew- 
Bmnswick,  the  Church  is  on  her  part  bound  to  see  that  compliance  wiin 
the  request  be  made  possible,  which,  so  far  as  your  Committee  can  judge, 
is  not  to  be  done  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  erection  of  a  proper 
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building.  If  our  young  men  be  not  allowed  to  study  for  our  mini.^try 
except  at  New-Brunswick,  and  from  expense  of  living  they  can  not  re- 
side there,  they  have  no  choice  but  to  seek  their  education  elsewhere, 
and  not  under  our  care.  Thus  will  not  only  our  Theological  Seminary 
be  thinned  of  its  students,  but  Rutgers  College,  which  has  so  strong  a 
hold  on  the  afl'octions  of  our  Church,  and  is  deemed  so  necessary  as  a 
nursery  for  the  higher  course,  be  also  deprived  of  those  who  should  look 
to  her  as  their  alma  mater.  This  view  is  strengthened  by  a  rapid 
glance  at  the  statistics  of  the  last  five  years.  During  that  period  the 
number  of  our  churches  has  increased  from  293  to  341,  that  is  49,  or  a 
fraction  more  than  an  average  of  10  a  year.  The  number  of  deaths 
during  the  same  period  (to  say  nothiag  of  removals)  is  31,  or  6  and  a 
fraction  in  each  year.  Thus  an  annual  supply  to  fill  the  new  pulpits, 
and  take  the  places  of  the  deceased  should  be  at  least  16 ;  yet  the  ave- 
rage annual  supply  from  the  Seminary  has  been,  during  the  five  years, 
a  fraction  over  7,  or  37  in  the  aggregate.  Hence  the  supply  falls  short 
9  per  annum.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  ministers  in  our  Churcb  in 
those  five  years  has  been  5G  ;  Avhile  the  number  of  ministers  has  increased 
from  292  to  341,  or  50,  notwithstanding  the  31  deaths.  If  we  fdd  these 
last  two  sums  together,  making  87,  and  subtract  the  37  graduates  of 
the  Seminary,  it  will  be  seen  that  50  ministers,  or  an  average  of  10  a  year, 
have  come  among  us  from  other  denominations,  so  that  there  are  added 
from  other  sources  three  more  ministers  a  year  than  our  Seminary  sup- 
plies. At  this  rate  our  ministry  will  in  no  very  long  period  of  time  con- 
sist of  more  preachers  educated  out  of  our  Church,  than  of  those  edu- 
cated at  our  own  institutions.  A  result  to  be  deprecated,  however 
welcome  may  be  tbe  help,  without  which,  many  of  our  pulpits  would 
remain  vacant.  Ouglit  not  every  lover  of  our  Church,  who  prizes  her  dis- 
tinctive excellencies,  bestir  himself  to  obviate  suck  a  manifest  disadvan- 
tage ']  Our  foundations  for  theological  training  have  been  large  and 
liberal,  but  for  what  end  have  those  foundations  been  laid,  if,  simply 
from  the  expense  of  Uving  in  New-Brunswick,  we  can  not  supply  enough 
ministers  educated  for  the  service  of  the  Church,  and  must  be  dependent 
on  foreign  sources  ? 

Under  these  convictions  the  Committee  ofler,  with  earnest  recommend- 
ations, the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  cordially  approve  the  plan  for 
erecting  a  Theological  Hall,  as  set  forth  in  the  paper  submitted  to  Synod 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents. 

Resolved^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  present  the  views  of  the 
Synod  respecting  said  plan  to  the  consistory  of  the  Church  of  New-York, 
and  that  they  respectfully  and  anxiously,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod,  so- 
licit them  to  restore  their  most  liberal  grant  of  $25,000  to  its  original 
form,  so  that  tbe  plan  which,  from  their  encouragement,  has  been  studied 
with  so  much  pains  and  skill,  may  not  be  defeated,  but  carried  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  appoint  a  Committee  to  procure  tbe  erec- 
tion of  a  Theological  Hall,  should  the  aforesaid  respected  consistory 
again  vote  the  principal  of  tbe  sum  granted,  or  if  by  other  means,  the 
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necessary  funds  can  be  obtained,  said  Comnaittee  not  to  exceed  in  their 
expenditure  the  sum  of  the  moneys  secured  for  the  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  Theological  Faculty  be  empowered  to  prepare  and 
adopt  a  plan  for  the  regulation  of  said  Hall,  should  it  be  completed  be- 
fore the  next  session  of  the  General  Synod,  and,  in  any  case,  subject  to 
the  revisal  of  said  Synod. 

Your  Committee  also,  at  the  instance  of  the  Committee  of  Superin- 
tendents appointed  to  receive  students  into  the  Theological  Seminar)', 
which  met  at  New-Brunswick  on  the  3d  of  October  last,  recommend 
that  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  be  adopted  : 

Whereas,  the  rule  which  requires  applicants  for  aid  from  the  bene- 
ficiary funds  of  our  Church,  to  be  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents, has  caused  much  inconvenience,  and  in  some  cases  a  delay  of 
a  whole  year,  in  others  altogether  preventing  the  entrance  of  young  men 
upon  their  studies,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  allow  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents to  delegate  the  power  of  recommending  students  to  be 
placed  upon  the  funds  of  the  Church  to  their  Committee  for  the  recep- 
tion of  students  into  the  Seminary.  And  further,  in  cases  of  emergency, 
that  the  same  power  be  committed  to  the  unanimous  action  of  the  Theo- 
logical Faculty. 

In  relation  to  the  financial  papers  from  Mr.  B.  L.  Kip,  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  from  Mr.  I.  Young,  Treasurer  of  the 
General  Synod,  submitted  to  your  Committee,  they  would  report,  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  said  documents,  and  find  them  duly  audit- 
ed and  apparently  correct,  showing  an  amount  collected  by  the  former 
from  various  sources,  during  the  past  year,  of  $5459,  and  an  expendi- 
ture of  $5547.S'7,  being  an  excess  or  overdraft  upon  said  Treasurer  of 
$88. 8*7,  due  him  on  the  general  account.  Nevertheless,  they  find  a  bal- 
ance in  his  hands  of  |340,  belonging  to  the  Special  Fund.  Your  Com- 
mittee also  find,  upon  examining  Mr.  Young's  account,  denommated 
"Education  Fund  with  the  General  SynJd,"  a  footing  of  $3832.02  as 
income,  and  $759.30  principal,  showing  a  balance  carried  to  new  account 
of  $882.58  income,  and  $9.30  principal;  also  a  total  amount  $41,835, 
entitled  "List  of  Endowed  Scholarships  in  the  Theological  College."^ 

At  a  late  hour  the  report  of  the  Sabbath-School  Board  was  received 
by  Synod,  and  referred  to  your  Committee,  with  the  exception  of_  such 
parts  as  properly  came  within  the  sphere  of  other  Standing  Committees, 
The  report  opens  with  some  grave  and  earnest  considerations  respecting 
the  importance  of  a  systematic  course  of  instruction,  and  of  brmgmg 
the  religious  education  of  the  children  of  the  Church  under  the  more 
immediate  supervision  of  the  pastors  and  consistories.  Your  Committee 
fully  agree  with  the  Board  in  this  matter,  especially  in  regard  to  the  cate- 
chetical instruction  of  the  youth.  The  Board  express  their  regret  that  so 
few  schools  have  sent  reports  to  them,  although  blanks  for  facilitating  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  have  been  freely  distributed,  but  in  very  few  instances 
liave  they  been  filled  and  returned.  There  are  now  registered,  as  in  con- 
nection with  the  Board,  172  schools,  25  of  which  have  reported  ;  and  from 
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these  sources  the  Board  have  learned  that  of  514  teachers,  300  are  profes- 
sors of  reHgion,  300  have  been  Sunday-school  scholars,  and  17  made  a  pro- 
fession since  the  last  report.  Of  2879  scholars,  29  are  professors  of  religion, 
and  11  have  professed  religion  ^ince  the  last  report.  Three  teachers 
and  17  children  have  been  removed  by  death.  The  contributions  re- 
ceived have  amounted  to  !>;497.83.  This  sum  has  been  appropriated  to 
the  purposes  of  our  own  Union,  to  the  American  Sunday-School  Union, 
and  to  the  purchase  of  libraries  for  destitute  schools  in  the  West. 
During  the  year  5  schools  have  been  received  into  the  Union. 

The  report  represents  the  Depository  as  well  supplied  with  the  Cate- 
chisms used  in  the  Church,  elementary  books,  Bible  Questions,  and  Hymn- 
Books,  also  with  libraries  containing  choice  selections  of  books  appro- 
priate for  the  use  of  Sabbath-schools,  and  approved  by  the  Committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose.  During  the  year  the  Board  have  made  do- 
nations to  public  schools  and  missionary  stations  of  books  amounting  to 
S261.20.     142  Bibles  and  2C1  Testaments  have  also  been  furnished. 

In  consequence  of  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  General 
Synod,  dissolving  the  connection  between  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Synod,  and  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union,  it  is  necessary  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Board  be  amended. 
The  Board,  in  their  report,  have  submitted  the  following  amendments  for 
the  approval  of  Synod,  namely  : 

That  the  first  article  be  amended  so  as  to  read  thus :  "The  Board  to 
be  called  The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General  Synod's  Sabbath-School 
Union  of  the  Beformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  shall  consist  of  thirty- 
six  managers,  of  whom  one  half  at  least,  and  not  more  than  two  thirds 
shall  reside  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  the  residue  shall  be  appointed 
from  the  other  parts  of  the  Church." 

Also,  that  the  fourth  article  be  amended  to  read  as  follows  :  "  The 
powers  of  the  Board  over  the  several  schools  of  the  Union  shall  be  ad- 
visory simply,  and  exercised  in  concert  with  the  pastors  and  consistories. 
In  connection  with  Bible  questions,  they  shall  endeavor  to  promote  in- 
struction in  the  schools  in  the  principles  of  divine  truth,  as  they  are  ex- 
hibited in  the  Catechisms  and  other  standards  adopted  by  the  Synod  of 
Dort  and  the  Westminster  Assembly.  It  shall  besides  be  their  duty  to 
collect  from  the  pastors  and  consistories  information  on  the  state  of  the 
several  schools,  which  shall  be  embodied  in  an  annual  report  to  be  pre- 
sented to  General  Synod  at  their  annual  meetings." 

Also,  tliat  the  fifth  article  be  so  amended  as  to  read:  "The  funds  of 
this  Union  shall  be  raised  by  subscriptions,  donations,  and  collections  in 
the  churches,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Treasurer  appointed  by  the 
Board,  to  be  used  in  sustaining  the  Sabbath-school  interests  of  the 
Church." 

They  also  suggest  that  the  present  sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  be 
entirely  stricken  out,  as  the  subject-matter  of  it  is  contained  in  one  of 
the  amended  articles,  and  that  the  present  seventh  article  be  considered 
sixth. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  above-mentioned  amendments 
he  adopted. 
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The  Treasurer's  report  indicates  that  the  balance  on  hand  at  the  date 

of  the  last  report  was $1^"^^  ^Y 

Receipts  during  the  year, G14  45 

$1686  92 

Expenditures  during  the  same, $255  73         ^ 

Due  Depository  account, 464  31  <  20  04 

Balance  on  hand, ^9*56  88 

Your  Committee  rejoice  to  learn  that  success  has  attended  the  effoits 
of  the  Board,  and  that  much  good,  as  they  have  reason  to  believe  has 
been  accomplished.  Thev  cordially  recommend  the  Board  to  the  tavor 
of  the  churches.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  W.  BETHUNE,   Clmrman. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  who  have  heretofore  acted  in  relation 
to  the  Theological  Hall  be  continued,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Mason  Ferris,  who  has  removed  to  Chicago,  in  whose  place  the  Rev. 
George  W.  Bethune  be  appointed. 

The  Committee  consist  of  the  Rev.  Professors  •  of  the  Seminary,  and 
Rev.  Talbot  W.  Chambers,  D.D.,  Thomas  C.  Strong,  and  George  W. 

Bethune,  D.D. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education,  whose  term  of  serv- 
ice has  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots  it  appeared  that  the  follow- 
ing were  chosen,  namely:   Rev.  Samuel  B.  How,  D.D.,  and  Messis. 

B.  Liviogston  Kip,  and  Joseph  Jackson. 

The  C^'ommittee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  nlaces  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General  Synod's 
Sabbath-School  Union,  whose  term  of  service  has  expired.  On  counting 
the  ballots  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected,  namely :  Rev. 
John  C    F.  Hoes,  D.D.,  Charles  Whitehead,  A.  R.  Van  Nest,  Thomas 

C.  Strong,  William  R.  Gordon,  D.D.,  E.  W.  Collier,  and  Messrs  James 
Forrester,  Bauman  Lowe,  Peter  Duryea,  Lewis  D.  Hardenburgh,  A\  illia.a 
Bogart,  and  George  S.  Stitt. 

ARTICLE   Xin. 

RUTGERS       COLLKGE. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate  : 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  E.  P.  Dutch  Church:  n    i      +1  . 

Dear  Brethren:  The  appropriation  of  8200  ^^^ofore  made  by   h. 

Synod,  for  binding  the  books  and  printing  a  catalogue  of  the  libuu), 
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fell  short  of  accoiuplisliiiiLj  the  work  by  the  sum  of  -$57.30,  as  will  be  seen 
iu  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

As  t'ne  work  has  been  well  done,  and  at  reasonable  prices,  your  com- 
mittee respectfully  request  an  appropriation  to  meet  the  above  deficiency. 
S.  A.  VAN  VB,ANKEN,  )  ^         ...  ,,     r  -i 

THEO.  FKELINGHUYSEN,  \  C«^'»»<<'^<^  ^'^  ^''<^  •^'^'■«'-^- 

Xew-BrunsicicJc,  June  C,  1855. 


ARTICLE    XIV. 

ruOFESSORATE. 

Synod  proceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 
Nominations  were  received  from  the  Classes  of  Bergen,  Hudson,  "Wash- 
ington, Orange,  Schoharie,  and  Geneva,  which  were  confirmed.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  to  report  double  the  number 
of  persons  from  whom  to  choose  members  for  those  Classes  who  have  not 
nominated.  The  Committee  reported,  and  the  election  took  place  accord- 
ingly- 

The  following  are  the  persons  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board 
of  Superintendents :  Eev.  Paul  D.  Van  Cleef,  Edwin  Vedder,  S.  T.  Searle, 
A.  C.  Millspaugh,  C.  E.  Crispell,  J.  R.  Van  Arsdale,  M.  N.  McLaren, 
D.D.,  xinthony  Elmendorf,  and  Philip  Phelps,  Jr. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
as  their  report  on  the  several  documents  and  subjects  which  have  been 
referred  to  them : 

I.  Board  of  Direction. — The  Board  of  Direction  report  a  favorable 
state  of  the  interests  connected  with  their  administration, 

1.  The  revenues  of  Synod  have  been  punctually  received  and  duly  dis- 
bursed in  meeting  its  liabilities,  to  which  they  have  been  merely  ade- 
quate. The  sum  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars  and  ninety-two 
cents  ($638.92)  have  been  expended  on  the  Synod's  property  in  New- 
Brunswick. 

2.  Notice  is  also  given,  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  of  a 
deficit  of  fifty-seven  dollars  and  thirty  cents  (857.30)  toward  the  expense 
of  the  library  of  Synod,  accompanied  by  a  request  for  an  appropriation 
to  that  amount. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  this  appropriation  be  granted. 

3.  The  proposal  of  Mr.  D.  F.  McFarland,  of  Brunswick,  111.,  to  pur- 
chase the  church  property  belonging  to  Synod,  has  been  submitted  to' 
arbitration.     The  result  is  not  yet  known. 

4.  There  is  at  present  a  misunderstanding  between  the  Board  and  Mr. 
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Mentz,  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  our  Eymn-Book.     This  is,  how- 
ever, undergoing  investigation,  and  will,  we  trust,  be  amicably  adjusted. 

5.  Your'Committee  would  also  report  that  they  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  statement  of  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  funds,  furnished  to 
General  Synod  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, who  hold  these  funds.  The  Committee,  having  no  vouchers  put 
into  their  liands,  can  not,  of  course,  express  an  opinion  concerning  its  ac- 
curacy. At  the  same  time  they  desire  to  report  to  General  Synod  that 
the  statement  of  the  Trustees  of  the  College  by  the  Treasurer  is  a  full 
and  satisfactory  exhibition  of  the  condition  and  disbursement  of  the 
funds. 

6.  A  communication  has  been  received  from  the  executors  of  the  will 
of  the  late  Lucas  J.  Voorhies,  stating  that  his  bequest  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  is 
to  be  paid  to  the  General  Synod,  upon  their  giving  satisfactory  security 
for  the  annual  payment  of  the  interest  to  the  mother  of  the  donor  during 
her  natural  life  ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  paid  after  her  death. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  this  money  remain  for  the  present 
in  the  hands  of  the  executors. 

7.  A  dispensation  has  been  asked  by  the  Classis  of  Albany,  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Henry  H.  Loring.  Your  Committee  report  that  Mr.  H.  H.  Bor- 
ing, of  the  Classis  of  Albany,  appeared  before  them,  and  was  examined 
both  in  regard  to  his  literary  attainments  and  views  in  seeking  entrance 
to  the  ministry.  The  examination  was  satisfactory,  and  your  Committee 
recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Besolved,  That  a  dispensation  be  granted  to  Mr.  Henry  H.  Loring,  as 
requested  by  the  Classis  of  Albany :  Provided,  that  the  preliminary  ex- 
aminations be  satisfactorily  sustained,  and  that  the  dispensation  extend 
to  the  clause  requiring  a  profession  of  one  year  in  some  Protestant 
Church. 

8.  The  North  Classis  of  Long-Island  ask  a  dispensation  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  John  Boehrer,  so  that  the  Classis  may  proceed  to  examine  him  with 
a  view  to  licensure. 

Resolved,  That  this  dispensation  be  granted. 

9.  The  Classis  of  Paramus  ask  a  dispensation  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Wm. 
G.  Haselborth,  so  that  the  Classis  may  proceed  to  examine  him  with  a 
view  to  licensure. 

Resolved,  That  this  dispensation  be  granted. 

10.  A  dispensation  is  requested  by  the  Classis  of  Hudson,  in  behalf 
of  Edward  Payson  Pitcher,  for  the  privilege  of  appearing  immediately 
before  the  Board  of  Superintendents  for  an  examination. 

Resolved,  That  this  dispensation  be  granted. 

11.  A  communication  has  been  received  from  the  Classis  of  Holland, 
recommending  for  aid  from  the  beneficiary  funds,  the  following  gentle- 
men :  Dirk  Brock,  Marinus  Hoogesteger,  and  Johannes  Van  Der  Meu- 

Your  Committee  advise  that  these  gentlemen  be  recommended,  pro- 
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vided  that  they  comply  with  the  regulations  of  Synod  in  reference  to 
their  preliminary  examinations. 

12.  The  case  of  Mr.  Samuel  I.  Rodgers,  presented  by  the  Classis  of  Pas- 
saic, referred  to  the  Committee,  has  been  considered ;  and  vour  Commit- 
tee recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  I.  Rodgei-s  be  included  among  the  num- 
ber of  the  beneficiaries,  provided  he  comply  with  the  re(iuisitious  of 
Synod  in  reference  to  the  preliminary  examinations. 

A  dispensation  also  is  asked  for  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Scliwick,  by  the 
Classis  of  Schenectady.  Mr.  Schwiclc,  it  appears,  is  deficient  in  a  know- 
ledge of  the  ancient  languages ;  and  it  is  upon  this  point  that  a  dispen- 
sation is  asked.  While  your  Committee  do  not  feel  it  to  be  right,  in  any 
of  these  cases,  to  withhold  the  recommendation  asked  for,  thej'  feel  it  is 
proper  that  the  Synod  should  act  with  great  caution  and  care  in  the 
whole  matter. 

13.  The  Classis  of  Schenectady  also  recommend  Mr.  Alonzo  P.  Peek 
to  be  aided  in  the  prosecution  of  his  studies  from  the  funds  of  the  Church. 
Your  Committee  recommend  that  he  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents, and  that  they  be  requested  to  consider  his  application. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  attests  the  prosper- 
ity of  our  Theological  School.  At  the  date  of  their  report  it  appears 
there  were  thirty  students — an  increase  of  five  on  the  previous  year. 

Among  other  matters  presented  to  the  attention  of  the  Synod  by  the 
Board,  is  the  necessity  of  some  provision  being  made  to  lessen  the  expense 
of  the  students  by  the  erection  of  a  Theological  Hall,  in  which  the  sys- 
tem of  boarding  in  common  could  be  adopted,  and  the  taking  of  mea- 
sures to  separate  the  Theological  Library  from  that  of  the  College.  The 
first  of  these  having  been  made  the  subject  of  a  special  report,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education,  the  Committee  on  the  Profess- 
orate leave  it  where  the  Synod  has  been  pleased  to  place  it. 

In  regard  to  the  library,  the  Board  of  Superintendents  have  resolved 
that  the  General  Synod  be  requested— 1.  To  take  measures  to  separate 
the  Theological  Library  from  that  of  the  College.  2.  To  place  this 
library  under  the  charge  and  control  of  the  Theological  Faculty.  3.  To 
empower  the  Faculty  to  appoint  one  of  the  students  as  an  under  libra- 
rian, at  a  salary  of  fifty  dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the 
Church.  4.  To  authorize  the  Faculty  to  raise  money  and  expend  the 
same  for  the  improvement  of  the  library,  with  directions  to  report  its 
condition  every  year  to  the  Superintendents. 

lour  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  endorse  this  recommendation. 
From  all  that  they  can  learn,  and  from  facts  within  the  knowledge  of 
some  of  your  Committee,  there  are  great  practical  difficulties  in  the'way 
of  such  a  division.  Books  have  been  given,  the  donors  of  which  intended 
that  they  should  be  alike  for  the  benefit  of  the  College  and  Seminary- 
given  to  the  library,  as  it  now  exists,  a  bond  of  union  between  the  two 
institutions.  Your  Committee,  as  the  Synod  are  not  prepared  to  discuss 
the  subject,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  separation  of  the  library  of  the  College  and  Semi- 
nary be  indefinitely  postponed. 
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It  has  been  referred  to  your  Committee  to  report  whether  it  is  expe 
client  to  chancre  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Superm- 
teudents  and  The  term  of  the  theological  year  of  the  Theological  Semmary. 
Your  Committee  feel  that  the  present  arrangement  would  admit  ot  some 
improvement,  and  yet,  in  view  of  the  relation  of  the  Professors  of  the 
Seminary  to  the  College,  it  is  difficult  to  propose  any  change  without 
consultation  with  the  members  of  the  Faculty  and  Board  of  Trustees 
and  they  therefore  recommend  that  this  subject  be  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Superintendents  to  report  their  views  thereon  at  the  adjourned 
meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  New-lork,  on 
the  fom-th  Tuesday  of  October  next.        .    ,   ,    ,,    ^  ^ 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  m  behalf  of  Committee. 

ABRAHAM  POLHEMUS,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

'  STUDENTS     IN     THEOLOGY. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

CHURCH     VISITATIONS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

PREVAILING     SINS. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIIL 

MISSIONS. 

The  sermon  in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions  was  preached  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  second  day  of  the  session,  in  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
by  the  Rev.  Charles  S.  Hageman,  from  Deut.  1  :  21,  ^^Behold,  the  Lord 
thy  God  hath  set  the  land  before  thee  :  go  up  and  jjossess  if,  as  the  Lord 
God  of  thy  fathers  hath  said  unto  thee  :  fear  not,  neither  he  discouraged:' 

The  Twenty-Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions 
was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions. 
Accompanying  the  report  was  a  plan  adopted  by  the  Board  for  a  Susten 
tation  Fund,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  Avas 
received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions. 

The  Twenty-Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Mi^:sions. 
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The  report  of  tlio  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  tlie 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Comnjittee 
on  Foreign  Missions. 

The  sermon  in  behah'  of  Foreign  Missions  was  preached  on  the  evenino- 
of  the  fifth  day  of  the  session,  in  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  hy 
Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilyea,  D.D.,  from  1  John  3  :  8,  (last  clause,)  '-For 
this  purpose  the  Son  of  God  was  manifested,  that  he  might  destroy  the 
zvorks  of  the  devil" 

The  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

KEPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    DOMESTIC    MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Twenty-Third  Annual  Re- 
port on  Domestic  Missions  have  examined  tliat  report  with  ^reat  satisfac- 
tion. It  is  a  carefully,  well-prepared,  interesting  document,  and  should, 
as  far  as  practicable,  be  distributed  through  all  our  churches.  No 
thoughtful  Christian  can  peruse  it  without  feeling  that,  as  a  denomina- 
tion, we  have  great  reasons  to  "  thank  God  and  take  courage."  It  places 
before  us  in  detail  the  labors,  the  trials,  and  the  successes  of  our  Domes- 
tic Board.  For  the  sake  of  brevity  and  perspicuity,  we  propose  the  fol- 
lowing synoptical  view  of  its  contents  : 

What  has  been  done  ? 

"What  needs  to  be  done  ? 

First,  What  has  been  done?  God  in  his  providence  has  given  a  new 
impulse  to  the  operations  of  this  Board.  There  is  more  of  a  desire  to 
occupy  destitute  places,  erect  churches,  and  secure  the  services  of  a  Aiith- 
ful  ministry  for  our  own  countrymen  than  has  been  manifest  duiino-  for- 
mer years.  Great  efforts  have  been  made  to  arouse  the  Church  to  a 
sense  of  her  duty,  to  lead  her  to  pray,  and  give,  and  labor,  with  a  liber- 
ality correspondent  with  her  obligations.  Through  the  efforts  of  our 
worthy  Secretary,  who  has  been  in  labors  abundant,  many  of  our  com- 
munion have  been  made  to  feel  that  they  were  not  showing  as  they 
sliould  a  practical  love  for  Zion.  His  oral  and  written  appeals,  his  re- 
bukes, instruction,  and  entreaties,  have  kindled  a  new  zeal  in  many  a 

Christian  heart.     There  is  in  our  churches  more  of  a  missionary  spirit 

touch  more  than  Avas  apparent  at  the  close  of  the  twenty-second  year  of 
this  enterprise.  Notwithstanding  the  severe  pressure  of  the  times,  and 
the  fact  that  less  than  usual  has  been  secured  to  the  Board  through'  leg- 
acies this  year  than  during  former  years,  yet  its  receipts  have  been  de- 
cidedly greater.  The  re})ort  shows  that  thei'e  has  been  an  increase  of 
liberality  and  effort.  Your  Committee  feel  that  there  is  a  dark  side  to 
the  picture,  yet  while  we  would  mourn  over  omissions  and  derehctions, 
we  would  thank  God  for  the  achievements  of  his  grace.  The  dews  that 
descend  upon  Zion  are  to  be  received  with  gratitude  while  we  wait  and 
pray  for  the  plentiful  shower.  Those  dews  have  descended,  our  ministry 
and  churches  have  felt  them,  and  begin  to  realize  that,  as  a  denomination, 
we  must  lengthen  our  cords  and  strengthen  our  stakes.     Effort  has  been 
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made,  and  God  has  crowned  that  effort  with  success      As  he  opened  en. 
eves  of  Hacar  to  see  the  well  of  water,  so  he  is  quickening  the  vision  ot 
his  people  t"o  see  that  there  is  before  them  much  land,  and  making  them 
willing  to  enter  upon  its  possession.     Dm'ing  the  past  year  ^;«  ha^'^/"- 
laro-ed  the  field  of  our  labor.     New  missions  have  been  estab  ished  in 
Buffalo  and  Chicago;  in  Battle  Creek,  Calhoun  county,  and  Holland  0  - 
tawa  county,  Mich. ;  Croghan  and  New-Bremen,  Lewis  county,  and  Mel- 
ore  AVestchester  county^  N.  Y.     Two  of  these  stations  are  fields  ot 
meat  promise,  and  we  are  thankful  to  the  Master  for  the  spirit  of  self-de- 
Sial  and  devotion  with  which  he  has  endowed  our  brethren,  who  are 
there  toilino-  to  extend  the  Church  of  Christ.     In  addition  to  these  there 
IrHew  missions  at  Richmond,  S.  I. ;  Cl-ksville  Albany  county  ^^Frank- 
fort, Herkimer  county;  and  the  Holland  Church  at  Buff-alo.Ts.  1.,   Up- 
per Neversink  ;  Brown  Settlement ;  GrahamviUe,  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y . , 
LdMinisink,  Sussex  county,  N.J.-in  all  fifteen.     In  addition  to  the 
aid    aiiorded  these    new  stations,  the  Board  have  contributed  towards 
the   support  of  eightv-one  churches.      And  what  a  blessing  has  the 
amouni  deceived  through   this  channel  been  to  weak   -d    s^.ugghng 
churches!     Some  that  are  now  promising  congregations  owe  then  exist- 
ence to  this  Society.     And  how  many  hands  that  hung  down  hav-e  been 
lifted  up  !  how  many  feeble  knees  have  been  streng  hened  !  how  many 
sad  hearts  have  been  cheered  by  this  Board  during  the  P^^^  year  1     The 
moneys  contributed  by  our  congregations  have  not  been  di.tubuted  m 
?Sn.  ^  God  has  accepted  the  offering,  and  made  it  the  instrument  of  goo  . 
Let  every  lover  of  Zion  read  the  record  of  success,  that  he  may  be  encoui- 
a'ed  to  greater  faithfulness.     From  the  96  churches  and  missionary  sta- 
to  thi  4-616  families,  under  the  care  of  this  Board,  444  have,  during 
the  past  year,  publicly  acknowledged  the  Lord  to  be  their  God.     There 
has,\hen,'duri4  ever^  day  in  the  year,  been  joy  m  heaven  over  a  p.d  - 
eal  returned  to  his  Father-over  a  sinner  that  has  repented.     If  one  soul 
fs  worth  more  than  the  whole  world,  then  what  arithmetic  can  estimate 
the  value  of  the  hundreds  saved  through  this  instrumentality.     Ihus 
God  has  shown  us  that  we  do  not  give  and  pray,  and  labor  in  vain      And 
we  close  the  record  of  what,  with  the  blessmg  of  ^«^;  ^'^^  ^"\3,^' 
durincr  the  past  year,  by  saying  that  efibrts  have  been  made  to  awaken  he 
Chirch  to  LJe  of  her 'duty,  to  form  new  churches,  to  strengthen  t^^^^ 
weak  and  to  save  souls,  and  God  has  encouraged  us  with  his  ble..ing. 
Churches  have  been  strengthened  and  become  self-supportmg.   JJ^y  jj^ter. 
receive  the  same  encouragement  and  attain  the  s=^"}e  end  !     ^o'^^^n^" 
able  attention  has  been  ^ven  to  our  German  and  Holland  breairen   an 
it  is  with  much  pleasure  that  your  Committee  recommend  to  the  piaje... 
and  cXation  If  this  Synod  the  inviting  fields  ripe  for  the  Carves  ,  com- 
posed of  this  portion  of  our  population.     They  are  in  al    our  citie.  and 
vil  aies,  in  all  our  States  and  territories,  and  the  Master  1^^^  <;Ommended 
thein  to  our  care.     Some  of  our  Holland  brethren  are  members  of    his 
Svnod   and  while  we  extend  to  them  a  hearty  welcome  we  pray  that 
Sough  their  agency  and  ours,  the  Reformed  Zion  -'^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^ 
many^uch  valu'able  accessions.     Let  us,  then,  in  ^-lew  of  what  has  been 
accomphshed,  feel  that  there  is  encouragement  for  greater  effoit,  and 
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make,  witli  the  blessing  of  God,  this  new  year  of  our  missionary  opera- 
tions memorable  in  the  annals  of  our  history. 

But  there  is  yet  much  more  that  needs  to  be  done.  "  The  harvest  is 
great,  but  the  laborers  are  few."  The  Church  is  callerl  upon  by  the 
providence  of  God  to  devote  her  sons  to  the  ministry  of  reconciliation. 
Our  beloved  youth  need  to  feel  that  the  vows  of  God  are  upon  them — 
that  the  Master  has  work  for  them  to  do — that  to  save  souls  is  a  greater 
privilege  than  to  occupy  positions  of  worldly  honor  and  emohunent. 
May  Jehovah  breathe  his  Spirit  upon  our  colleges  and  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  inspire  our  youth  with  that  love  for  souls,  that  devotion  to 
Christ,  that  zeal  for  the  Church,  that  spirit  of  self-denial,  and  that  holy 
emulation  which  shall  supply  the  present  demand  for  gospel  workmen. " 
We  need  a  great  increase  of  Christian  liheralitij.  How  can  the 
people  hear  without  a  preacher?  and  how  can  the  servants  of  Christ  preach 
if  they  are  not  sent  ?  Who  goeth  a  warfare  at  any  time  upon  his  own 
charges  ?  We  commission  and  support  the  soldier  to  fight  our  battles, 
and  shall  the  soldier  of  the  cross  contend  for  a  greater  achievement  with 
no  one  to  strengthen  his  hands  and  encourage  his  heart  ?  The  field  is 
enlarging,  the  demand  for  means  to  support  our  missionary  stations  is 
constantly  greater,  and  God  be  praised  for  the  prospect  that  each  succes- 
sive year  will  call  for  more  workmen  and  more  contributions.  The 
prayers  of  Zion  are  being  answered ;  she  is  breaking  out  upon  the  naht 
hand  and  the  left ;  the  morning  cometh,  and  the  Church  must  awake,  re- 
fresh herself,  and  work.  May  He  who  who  holds  the  hearts  of  all  men 
in  his  hand.s  smite  the  rock,  and  cause  it  to  throw  forth  a  stream  of  benev- 
olence that  shall  make  glad  the  city  of  God. 

We  need  more  of  the  missionary  spirit.  Oar  churches  are  too  prone 
to  settle  down  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  comfortable  places  of  worship, 
and  under  the  ministry  of  endeared  pastors,  while  they  forget  the  indi- 
gent and  the  destitute.  There  are  congregations  without  sanctuaries, 
and  they  can  not  erect  them.  There  are  flocks  without  shepherds,  and 
they  have  no  means  to  secure  them.  If  we  who  have  the  ability  do  not 
erect  the  one  and  support  the  other,  they  must  remain  without  the 
means  of  grace,  and  thousands  of  them  will  die  without  the  hope  of 
glory.  The  Church  must  be  made  to  feel  that  she  is  her  brother's 
keeper,  and  that  God  holds  her  responsible  for  the  occupation  of  unculti- 
vated ground.  Let  us  learn  a  lesson  of  wisdom  from  the  husbandman 
when  the  products  of  the  earth  are  in  great  demand  and  the  price  abun- 
dantly rewards  the  toil  of  the  laborer:  he  sows  plentifully,  cultivates 
the  corners  of  his  fields  more  closely,  and  feels  that  land  is  too  valuable 
to  be  unoccupied.  And  are  not  souls  precious  beyond  all  computation  ? 
Does  not  Christ  love  them  ?  Are  they  not  in  great  demand  by  Him  who 
purchased  them  with  blood  ?  Then  let  us  plow  deep  the  furrows,  work 
close  the  corners,  and  sow  unsparingly  the  missionary  field,  that  the  Mas- 
ter may  have  an  abundant  harvest  to  the  glory  of  his  blessed  name. 

The  churches  mcd  more  light  upon  the  subject  of  Domestic  Missions. 
We  who  minister  at  the  altar  too  often  conclude  that  our  congregations 
have  all  necessary  information  concerning  the  wants  of  our  count'ry  and 
the  efforts  made  by  this  Board  to  supply  the  destitute.  But  your  Com- 
mittee feel  that  light  is  needed,  and  that,  in  proportion  to  the  knowIed<^e 
21 
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ilipv  rpceiva  concerniac.  the  operations  and  wants  of  tliis  Society,  our 
caches  wUcoTeuplo  the  work  of  the  Lord.  The  frequent  appeals 
h^h  ve  been  mad^  through  our  Christian  ^^^^^^-^^^  ^^^^^^ 
Domestic  Missions,  have  aroused  nmny  to  consideration  and  hbera  ty^ 
Could  sur.h  an  end  be  secured  it  would  repay  the  expenditure  a  hund.ed 
foW  to  p  iut  and  circulate  the  report  of  our  worthy  Secretary,  through  all 
the  chin-  hes  in  our  connection.  It  is  an  admirable  report,  and  needs  to 
be  studied  to  be  fully  comprehended  and  felt.  The  churches  will  not 
^eet  their  responsibih^,  and  give  according  to  their  ability,  save  as  the 

of  mlsions  belongs  to  all  who  love  Christ.     It  is  the  privilege  of  all  to 
irind    abor  f^r  church  extension.     Why  then  is  it  that  so  many  of 
?ur  charges  do  not  contribute  to  this  blessed  cause  ?     AA  by  t^^ve  we    o 
Iny  delinquent  churches?     Your  Comrnittee  would  ^^.S^  «P^^^^^^^^^^ 
who  have  not  hitherto  come  up  to  the  work,  the  claims  of  Cbnst  and  ct 
Iilhin^r  men.     When  our  next  General  Synod  shall  convene  may  its 
L  mt;  bTcheered  by  the  intelligence  all  have  met  tbe-  oblig^^cjns 
there  is  no  list  of  delinquents.     Our  churches  need  this  effoit  in  doing 
good  for  their  own  benefit.     The  way  t.  be  enriched  is  to  g-- ;  ^^  -^^ 
fogrow  strong  is  to  exercise ;  the  way  to  know  that  we  love  Chr  .1  is   o 
obevll  command:  "Go  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.       And 
wb^  tU  cCches  will  aw^.ke  and  work,  God  wjl  ^^-s  ^^^Tj;^^,^^ 
lesence  and  crown  their  efforts  with  success.     When  we  feel  fo  perisb 
ITZl  as  we  should,  then  will  commence  the  -tpounng  o    the  Ho  y 
Ghost  and  souls  will  flock  to  our  commumons  as  '-clouds,  and  dove=  to 
their  windows."     Mav  God  hasten  it  in  his  time ! 

YorCommittee  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  resolutions  : 

TTA^r^as,  the  Treasury  of  this  Board  exhibits  a  deficiency  of  §4000  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  last  year  therefore 

Resolved   That  there  exists  the  most  imperative  necessity  that   the 

chi^cht  unitedly,  and  without  delay,  meet  the  present  need,  and  cancel 

he  d  b   of  the  femestic  Board  of  Missions  while  they  prepare,  with  en- 

,J:;'::\I^it::it^^^  take  collections  for  this 

'^^t£^^h^;^eS':S^part  of  our  Annual  Export  on  Do^stic 
Mif  ?oos  be  p-inted  in  connection  with  so  much  of  this  repoit  as  the 

Synod  may  deem  best  to  adopt.  f,ui,f„iness  of  our  esteemed 

r^^^nliJcl  Tl-iit  this  Svnod  commend  the  laittitulness  oi  oui  c.lc       _ 

good  work  in  our  churches. 

Your  Committee  feel  that  the  cause  of  n™™"Vri''lwd'utv1t 

fnol!lco!lS  for  this  object,  inquire  into  the  conditton  and  crcum- 


JUNE,  1655.  a03 

stances  of  aided  cliurclies,  and  urge  them  to  become  self-supporting  as 
soon  as  practicable.     Therefore 

Resolved,  That  each  Classis  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod  be 
requested  to  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions. 

A  communication  was  referred  to  your  Committee  suggesting  to  Gen- 
eral Synod  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  permanent  Branch  Agency  for 
our  several  Boards  in  the  city  of  Albany,  in  connection  with  the  Synod 
of  Albany.  After  a  due  consideration  of  this  reference,  your  Committee 
beg  leave  to  present  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  Synod  regard  such 
an  arrangement  impracticable. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  J.  S.  LOED,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  whose  term  of 
service  had  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  fol- 
lowing were  chosen,  namely :  Pwev.  Gustavus  Abee),  D.D.,  Isaac  Ferris, 
D.D.,  Thomas  M.  Strong,  D.D.,  Paul  D.  Van  Cleef,  Elbert  S.  Porter,  and 
Messrs.  Samuel  B.  Schiefielin,  Mortimer  De  Motte,  and  Ellis  S.  Potter. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

ESrORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    FOREIGIi    MISSIONS. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  our  Church,  for  the 
year  just  ended,  which  has  been  put  Into  the  hands  of  your  Committee, 
and  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Synod  has  been  called,  presents  before 
us  facts  of  interest  and  importance,  which  demand  our  thanksgiving  to 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church ;  and  some,  also,  which  are  afflictive  and 
well  calculated  to  humble  us  before  him. 

Among  the  latter  is  the  event  of  the  death  of  the  venerable  and  be- 
loved Doctor  Scudder— an  event  sad  to  the  Church,  sad  to  the  mission 
with  which  he  had  so  long  been  connected,  and  sad  to  his  iamily  but 
unspeakably  happy  and  glorious  to  him.  From  a  life  of  laborious  toil  in 
the  service  of  Christ,  and  of  great  usefulness  to  the  world,  he  has  gone  to 
engage  in  the  perfect  service  of  the  Saviour  whom  he  so  ardently  loved 
—a  service  without  weariness,  weakness,  or  interruption.  "  Last  fall  " 
says  the  report  of  the  Board,  "his  health  was  greatly  impaired,  and  by 
medical  advice  he  was  led  to  seek  its  restoration  by  a  sea  voya<re  to  the 
Cape  of  Good-Hope.  The  voyage  and  his  residence  at  the  Cape^'had  the 
happiest  effect  in  promoting  his  convalescence,  so  that  he  resumed  minis- 
terial labor,  and  inspired  the  deepest  interest  in  his  intercourse  with  the 
rninisters  and  members  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  churches,  and  of  other 
churches,  at  the  Cape  and  its  vicinity.  While  on  the  eve  of  embarking 
to  return  to  his  beloved  missionary  work  with  the  prospect  of  renewed 
activity,  and  just  succeeding  labors  in  the  pulpit  of  an  impressive  and 
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Le  134  of  5aLa;-;  last.     Few  missionanes  have  been  fou»J        «>  « 

is  the  series  of  letters  to  ohilclren,  wh.ch  he  '°p-"'H\TJZnT>- 
wl.irh  have  auneared  in  the  Ckmtmi  IiiUlh'jencer.      M.iy  the  Uivm. 

mised  to  be  an  efficient  and  valuable  helper  m_  tbe  7^\  T^^'; /^^^^ 
Lond  bereavement  of  an  excellent  consort,  expenenced  by  Mr.  Scuc  der 
durino-  the  short  period  of  his  missionary^  employment.      We  smce.e.y 

missionaries.    Dr.  Poor,  a  loved  assomte  of  Dr.  Scuddei  ^.^^^^^^^^ 
Hume,  of  the  mission  in  Bombay  ;  Mr.  Benjamm  f  Jf  ,^^^  ^^^^^ 
stanlinople-  Dr.  Lobdell,  of  the  mission  at  Mosul,  beside,  ^^^^'^^'/^'"^p 
Sr^'elpe.    have  a,    ^^'^ ^^^l^rZ^^ 
labor  v,ith^  a  ew  '^--^^.^l^J^i^^!:!'!^..  to  bow  with 
X£i'or?rttse*.^iis\\  his  providence  t^^^^^^ 

tlo^e,  be  iuflaeaced  by  them  w.th  ---?-'-■  ,;°ineSed  number., 
the  harvest  that  he  would  send  toun,     in  ^'-^'^'-'J' 

,ui.siona,yJieUn  another  fact  -^-  ;^  "S'lo  1  ur'Board  now 
ciliated  to  humble  us  before  God.  '' '""'"?  '?"''„  thi^  gvnod  and 
before  m,  we  learn  that  the  plan  of  ~°P='«'">°  ^f  "T '"  Z  time  of 

with  the  mission  m  Syria,  went  out  trom  U  e  Do  o  ^^^^^^ 

that  his  regards  and  sympathies  are  f  ^^  ^L\^^  ^^^^^^^^^  our  Church 

Hence  it  appears  that,  ^^^^^^^X^Z  that  the  whole 
has  sent  into  the  foreign  field  onlj  ^f  <^ J  ^°  "^.j^  f  p  -eachincr  the  gospel 

-T?^reS'9S^SSSaf^=^-aS 
sounded  in  the  ears  ot  the  v^auicn  iji  uromisio'r  mission 

already  existing;  remembering  the  sad  fact  that  on.  promwo. 
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— that  in  Borneo — has  been  abandoned  because  none  have  been  found 
to  occupy  it ;  remembering  the  number  of  our  churches,  and  of  young 
men  of  hopeful  piety  connected  with  them,  who  might  have  devoted 
themselves  to  this  work,  but  who  have  preferred  to  engage  in  secular 
occupations;  and  remembering  even  the  number  who,  during  the  pro- 
gress of  these  years,  have  entered  the  ministry  from  our  own  School  of 
the  Prophett:, — we  find  in  the  fact  above  stated  a  sufficient  rea?on  for 
deep  humiliation  before  God.  It  proves  conclusively  that  the  spirit  of 
missions — and  this  is  none  other  than  the  spirit  of  Christ — is  lamentably 
low  in  our  Church, 

We  must  here  add,  also,  that  the  want  of  a  true  missionary  spirit,  and 
of  a  suiiicient  interest  in  this  great  work,  is  also  clearly  shown  hy  the 
xmall  amoiint  of  contrihutions  to  this  cause  made  during  the  past  year. 
From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  our  lioard  it  is  seen  that  the  whole 
amount  given  by  all  the  churches  of  our  denomination  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary purposes,  is  811,541.32,  being  a  fiilling  off  from  the  amount  of 
the  previous  year  of  $1480.62,  Who  can  contemplate  this  fact  without 
shame  and  grief?  Does  it  not  prove  that  our  Church,  as  a  whole,  has 
scarcely  begun  to  awake  to  the  greatness  and  the  glory  of  the  missionary 
enterprise?  If  the  belief  expressed  by  the  honored  Secretary  of  our 
Board,  in  the  report  now  before  us,  be  correct — as  undoubtedly  it  is — 
'■  that  the  spirit  of  missions,  rooted  and  extended  through  the  churches, 
is  the  best  index  of  their  spiritual  health,"' — then,  we  would  ask,  what  do 
the  above  facts  indicate  as  to  the  present  condition  of  the  spiritual  health 
of  our  churches  ?     Are  they  not  feeble,  languishing,  sick  ? 

But  while  such  is  the  aspect  of  the  missionary  enterprise,  viewed  in  its 
connection  with  the  churches  at  home,  calling  for  humiliation  and  grief, 
we  turn  with  ..joy  and  gratitude  to  another  view.  The  state  of  things 
abroad  demands  praise  to  God.  Among  the  facts  which  are  cheering  to 
the  heart  are : 

1,  llie  formal'ion  hy  our  brethren  in  India  of  the  Classis  of  Arcot. 
"Last  year,"  says  the  report  of  our  Board,  "under  the  authority  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  the  Classis  of  Arcot  in  Ilindostan,  con- 
sisting of  Dr,  Scudder  and  his  three  sons,  ministers,  and  three  native 
brethren,  elders,  was  regularly  constituted ;  when  the  sermon  was 
preached  by  Dr,  Scudder,"  We  can  not  but  rejoice  that  our  brethren 
there  have  now  an  ecclesiastical  organization  of  their  own,  and  that  the 
standards  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  have  been  set  up  in  the  heart 
of  Eastern  India,  Let  us  hope  and  pray  that  around  it  multitudes  of  the 
now  degraded  worshippers  of  Brahma  may  gather,  delivered  from  their 
idolatries,  converted  to  the  faith  of  Christ,  and  prepared  to  do  good  serv- 
ice in  extending  the  conquests  of  the  Church,  "Letteis  from  the  mis- 
sionaries at  Arcot  speak  of  the  encouraging  prospects  which  are  opening, 
and  the  preparation  which  has  been  o-ained  for  efficient  missionary 
labor,"     '     '  ■  ^  ^ 

2.  The  blessing  of  God  v2)on  the  labors  of  the  brethren  at  Amoy,  in 
China,  furnishes  occasion  for  gratitude  and  praise.  The  church  which 
our  brethren  Doty  and  Talmage  have  here  gathered,  has  been  much 
increased  within  the  last  year.  The  Spirit  of  God  has,  in  a  marked  de- 
gree, accompanied  their  labors,  so  that,  from  a  letter  just  received  by  one 
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of  the  members  of  Synod,  we  learn  the  very  cheenn-  tact  that  ^^^ty-B  ne 
Lmbers  have  been  added  to  the  churcli  v^ithin  the  yearimmediately 
preSo.  the  date  of  that  letter.  The  work  of  God's  Sp.nt  has  also  been 
manifested  in  a  number  of  the  cities  and  villages  around  Amoy,  and  m 
places  at  some  distance  from  that  city.  i  i     ,i  ^^^  n-f 

■  3  The  consecration  of  themselves  to  the  missionary  ivorh  hy  three  of 
the  present  members  of  our  Theological  Seminary  ^s  a  highly  gratifying 
fact,  for  which  we  should  bless  the  great  Head  ot  the  Church  It  is  pe- 
cul  arly  pleasing  to  state  that  two  of  this  number  are  sons  of  the  lamented 
Dr  Scudder,  who  are  already  under  appointment  by  the  Amencan  Board, 
and  are  expecting  to  join  their  three  older  brothers  m  India,  m  the  course 
o?  the  coming  fall.  May  the  mantle  of  the  father  rest  upon  each  of  the 
sons  and  may  they  all  be  spared  to  witness  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  m 
connecS^n  wi^th  the  labors  t>f  others,  in  the  triumph  of  the  gospel  over 
the  millions  of  Hindostan.  The  other  individual  who  has  given  himself 
to  this  work  is  Mr.  J.  S.  Jerolamon,  who  is  expecting,  when  he  goes  out 
to  be  u  ^ted  with  the  brethren  at  Amoy.  They  will  welcome  hts  arnval 
lith  great  joy,  as  they  are  almost  overwhelmed  with  the  amount  o 
labor  icessirily  imposed  upon  them  in  the  present  prosperous  state  of 

'' Th"s>  this  rapid  review  of  the  present  state  of  our  Foreign  Mission 
avy  operations,  while  we  see  ground  of  encouragement  in  the  aspec   o 
tiLg    abroad  we  see  also  the  necessity  for  greatly  increased  lateres   and 
ac  iviy  in  thi^  cause  at  home.     How  shall  this  mterest  and  ac  mty  be 
called  forth  ?     It  can  not  be  done  by  the  mere  annual  presentat  on  of  a 
epoH  on  the  subject  to  the  General  Synod,  and  the  adoption  of  i-eso  u- 
ions  however  strong  they  may  be  in  language.     What  is  most  needed 
tTs  bellved   is,  that  we  ourselves-that  all  the  ministers  of  our  Church 
ishou  r^^^^^^^      fully  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  missions-^  much  so  ns 
if  we  ourselves  were  about  departing  for  the  foreign  field,  or  were  ah-eady 
on  hea  hen  around.    Did  this  spirit  generally  obtam,  then,  we  have  eve.y 
Lon  t^oelieve  that,  being  mUfested  by  the  pastors,  the  co^sistones 
and  the  members  of  our  churches  would  catch  much  of  the  same  spin 
nd  thL  w"  uld  the  sons  of  the  Church  be  consecrated  to^hrs  ..rk  and, 
be  train-d  up  for  it;  God  would,  as  in  the  case  of  the  family  ot  the  De 
oved  Scudder  accent  the  offering  and  bless  the  givers ;  and  then  would 
:tf  m'^n  and'mean's  be  furnished  in  abundance  f-  this  cau.e  and  tt^ 
car  of  the  Redeemer's  triumph  over  the  kingdom  of  darkness  roll  rapidly 

^Tfthe  want  of  this  spirit  which  is  the  great  difficulty  in  the  wa;  of 

the  mis^onlry  cause;   aid  the  want  of  this  spirit  surely  ^^  criminal 

Ther""n     sufficient 'reason  why  those  who  do  not  go  P--- '7  ^o  ^^^ 

foXn  fi-ld  should  not  have  the  spirit  of  missionaries  as  ^^^^\\  as  those 

Xo^do  thurgo      Love  to  Christ   love  to  his  Church  and  his  cause 

iouiies  i       The  possession  of  this  spirit  will  lead  the  -^>-ters  of  th 

cZ  ch  to  brino-  the  whole  great  subject  of  missions  prominently  befoie 

S  people  in\ll  its  momentous  relations  and  bearings ;  and  when  the 

heir  pcop  e  in  a     i  ^.^^^  ^^^^  ^^  missions, 

the? nl  oX"  ill  tttruries  of'benevolence  be  full,  and  the  men  that 
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are  needed  be  furnished,  but  the  Church  herself  will  bud  and  blossom, 
and  be  fruitful  as  the  garden  of  tho  Lord. 

Your  Committee  would  submit  the  following  resohitions  for  adoption 
by  the  Synod,  namely : 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  urgent  demand  existing  for  greatly 
increased  means,  in  order  to  occupy,  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  the 
fields  of  usefulness  already  entered  into  by  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  and  also 
to  occupy  new  fields  continually  inviting  their  entrance,  it  be  urged  upon 
our  churches  largely  to  increase  the  amount  of  their  contributions  to  the 
cause  of  Foreign  Missions  during  the  coming  year. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  pastors  and  consistories  be  urgently  requested 
to  exert  their  influence  upon  our  youth,  in  view  of  the  demands  which 
God  is  making  upon  them,  to  consecrate  themselves  to  the  missionary 
work. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  introduction  of  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  Mis- 
sions and  the  Youtli's  Daij  Spring  into  every  family  of  our  congrega- 
tions, is  an  object  worthy  of  the  efforts  of  every  pastor  and  consistory. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  requested,  as  soon  as 
the  requisite  means  can  be  obtained,  to  publish,  in  one  volume,  the  let- 
ters of  the  late  Dr.  Scudder,  addressed  to  the  youth  of  our  churches,  and 
which  have  appeared  in  the  Christia/i  Intelligencer. 

Respectfully  submitted.  L.  H.  YKS  DYCK,  Ch'n  of  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded  to 
fin  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Protestiint  Dutch  Church  whose  term  of  service  had  exoired.     On  count- 

J. 

ing  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected,  namely : 
Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.D.,  Jeremiah  S.  Lord,  David  D.  Demarest,  and 
Messrs.  Charles  Little  and  Abraham  L  Beekman. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  number 
of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  individuals  to  preach  the  annual  Mission- 
ary sermons,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when  Rev.  George  W- 
Bethune  was  chosen  ^?rz?raariMS  to  preach  the  sermon  on  the  subject  of 
Foreign  Missions,  and  Rev.  David  D.  Demarest  sccundus ;  Rev.  TLo- 
mas  De  Witt  was  chosen  primarlus  to  preach  the  sermon  on  behalf  o^^ 
Domestic  Missions,  and  Rev.  Harvey  D.  Ganse  secundus. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  tlie  Plan 
of  a  Church-Building  Fund,  (p.  ■i'/G.)  The  report  was  adopted,  with 
the  exception  of  the  recDmmendation  of  the  appointment  of  a  new  Com- 
mittee, in  relation  to  which  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Committee  be  continued. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  held  in  the  city  of  Hud?on, 
the  Committee  on  Missions  proposed  "  a  plan  of  a  Church-Building 
Fund,"  which  was  adopted  by  the  Synod,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to 
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page  476  of  the  printed  Minutes  of  that  session.  A  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  Rev.  Talbot  W.  Chambers,  Gustavus  Abeel,  Oscar 
H.  Gregory,  and  the  Elders,  Abrm.  Van  Nest  and  Albert  Chrystie,  to  pre- 
pare a  circular  setting  forth  the  details  of  the  plan  and  its  claims,  and 
p-enerally  to  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  enterprise. 

The  Chairman  of  this  Committee  devoted  much  time  arid  assiduous 
labor  to  carrying  forward  the  purposes  for  which  the  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed, until  he  was  interrupted  by  ill  health,  and  obliged  to  undertake 
a  sea  voyage  for  his  recovery. 

Before  sailing  lie  left  the  following  report,  which  gives  an  account  ot 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  up  to  that  period : 

The  Committee  on  the  Church-Building  Fund  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  report  that,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  to  them, 

1.  They  issued  the  circular,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed.  This 
circular  was  sent  to  every  minister  and  consistory  in  the  Church,  as  well 
as  to  prominent  laymen,  wherever  their  post-office  could  be  ascertained. 

2.  A  series  of  short  articles  explaining  the  plan  and  commending  its 
claims  to  public  favor  was  inserted  in  the  Christian  Intelligencer. 

3.  In  the  month  of  March  another  circular  was  sent  to  the  Classes  re- 
spectfully requesting  them  to  discuss  the  subject  at  their  spring  sessions, 
to  inquire  what  was  done  by  the  consistories  under  their  care,  and  to 
report  to  this  Committee  in  order  that  we  might  report  to  the  Synod. 

Annexed  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  contributions  thus  far,  part  ot 
which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee ;  the  re5t  have  been  paid  over 
to  the  Treasurer.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  is  far  from  being  raised, 
owing,  doubtless,  to  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  past  year.  But 
the  enterprise  can  not  now  be  given  up.  Your  Committee  recommend  that 
the  time  be  extended  ;  that  a  new  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  work,  and  that  the  Synod  reiterate  its  confidence  in  the  merits  ot 
the  plan,  and  its  desire  for  its  full  accomplishment.  Meanwhile,  the 
Treasurer  should  be  directed  to  invest  all  moneys  contributed  for  this  ob- 
ject for  the  benefit  of  the  fund. 

The  absence  of  Dr.  Chambers  has  thrown  upon  the  undersigned  the 
duty  of  finishing  what  remains  to  be  presented  to  the  consideration  ot 
your  reverend  body. 

In  answer  to  the  circular  addressed  to  the  different  Classes,  replies  have 
been  received  from  the  following:  Classes  of  Orange,  Rensselaer,  Schenec- 
tady, Greene,  Holland,  Paramus,  South  Classis  of  Long-Island,  Bergen 
New-Brunswick,  Philadelphia.  These  answers,  with  the  exception  ot 
that  from  the  South  Classis  of  Long-Island,  all  heartily  respond  in  tavor 
of  the  feasibility  and  importance  of  the  enterprise.  The  South  Classis  _o 
Lontr-Island  had  postponed  the  subject  for  further  consideration.  It  wiU 
be  perceived  from  the  statements  of  Mr.  Young  and  Dr.  Chambers,  which 
are  herewith  presented  to  General  Synod,  that  forty-seven  churches  have 
contributed  to  the  object,  and  that  the  gross  amount  is  $1074.12.  ihis 
account  is  up  to  the  24th  of  May.  Other  sums  have  probably  been  paid  in 
since  then.  It  will  be  noticed  that  these  contributions  have  generally 
come  from  the  younger  and  smaller  churches  of  our  connection. 

Less  than  one-sixth  of  all  our  churches  have  contributed  more  than 
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one  thousand  dollars,  without  any  very  special  effort.  It  would,  therefore, 
not  be  too  saufjuine  to  expect  that  if  all  the  congregations  in  our  deno- 
mination should  contribute  in  proportion  as  they  have  done,  the  result 
would  be  six  thousand  dollars.  This  in  about  four  years  would  give  the 
requisite  amount.  But  your  committee  believe  that  if  strenuous  efforts 
Avere  made,  the  whole  sum  (825,000)  might  be  raised  within  a  year. 

Other  Churches  are  taking  active  measures  in  the  same  direction.  The 
efficiency  of  our  Missionary  operations  depends  very  much  upon  the  aid 
to  be  rendered  from  this  fund. 

We  would  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  Synod  for  a  renewed  expres- 
sion of  their  confidence,  and  suggest  the  appointment  of  a  new  Committee, 
with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Chambers,  who  is  ardently  zealous  in  the  object, 
and  also  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  plan,  that  three  persons  be  appointed 
for  the  southern,  northern,  and  western  portions  of  the  Church,  to  visit  the 
congregations  in  those  districts,  to  present  the  plan  and  urge  its  import- 
ance, and  take  up  collections;  and  that  the  Synod,  through  the  Classes, 
arrange  for  supplying  the  pulpits  of  such  visitors,  should  it  be  necessary. 
Such  persons  not  to  be  denominated  agents  but  messengers  of  the  Synod 
to  the  churches.  It  may  also  be  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Sy- 
nod, whether  the  fund  uiight  not  be  rendered  available  before  the  whole 
amount  of  $25,000  is  obtained.  With  these  suggestions  we  leave  the 
subject  in  the  hands  of  the  Synod. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee,  CI.  ABEEL. 

Resolved,  That  the  Classis  of  iVrcot,  iu  India,  be  authorized  to  repre- 
sent themselves  annually  iu  this  General  Synod  by  letter. 

The  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions  presented  the  following  supple- 
mental report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  consideration  of  it  postponed 
to  the  adjourned  session  of  the  Synod  in  October  next. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions,  setting  forth  weighty  reasons  for  the  raising  of  a  Sus- 
tentation  Fund,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  shall  direct  the  raising  of  a  fund,  to  be 
called  a  Sustentation  Fund,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  applied  for  the 
relief  of  disabled  clergymen,  and  the  families  of  deceased  clergymen,  when 
such  need  aid. 

Resolved,  That  four  ministers  and  two  elders  shall  be  chosen  by  this 
Synod  as  a  Committee,  to  whose  care  this  fund  shall  be  intrusted.  One 
half  of  this  Committee  shall  be  elected  annually'. 

Resolved,  That  each  Classis  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  two  ministers  and  one  elder,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
solicit  benefactions  from  individuals,  and  annual  collections  from  all  the 
churches  within  their  bounds. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  receive  aid  from  tins  fund,  an  application 
must  be  accompanied  with  a  recommendation  from  the  Classis  within 
whose  bounds  the  applicant  resides. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  Synod  shall  deter- 
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mine  tbe  amount  of  appropriations,  and  make  such  rules  with  regard  to 
the  fund  as  they  mav  deem  best,  subject  to  the  revision  of  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  a  circular  be  addressed  to  each  church  under  the  care 
of  Synod,  requesting  it  to  make  an  annual  collection  for  this  fund. 

Resolved,  That  each  Classis  shall  add  a  lemma  on  this  subject. 

'  J.  S.  LORD,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

-widows'    fund. 

Copies  of  the  Tract  on  the  "  History,  Endowment,  and  Claims  of  the 
Widows'  Fund,"  issued  by  the  Board  of  Publication,  were  presented  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund. 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted  ;  and  the  further  consideration  was  postponed  to  the  adjourned 
session  of  the  Synod  in  October.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  W^idows'  Fund  respectfully  report :  That  they 
have  examined  the  documents  furnished  by  the  Treasurer,  and  fand  that 
the  fund  amounts  at  present  to  $13,741.93,  of  which  the  sum  of  $12,750 
is  invested  on  bond  and  mortgage,  and  the  balance,  $991.93  is  m  tne 
hands  of  the  Treasurer.  .  i  •   ,       + 

The  income  for  the  past  year,  including  subscriptions  and  mterest  on 
invested  moneys,  amounts  to  $1741.  There  are  69  paying  subscribers 
and  9  annuitants  who  have  received  aid  from  the  fund  to  the  amount  ot 

^1378.12.  .         ,    ,      .  1,      •  i„ 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  General  Synod  approve  of  the  pamphlet  issued  by 
the  Board  of  Publication  on  the  history  and  claims  of  the  Widows  J^  und 
and  commend  it  to  the  churches  as  a  means  of  promoting  an  increased 

interest  in  this  subject.  ■,         i     ^ 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  different  Classes  be  requested  to  adopt  measuie^ 
to  induce  the  churches  under  their  care  to  appropriate  the  regular  annual 
sum  to  secure  their  respective  pastors  an  interest  m  the  fund. 

All  which  is  submitted.  CH.  "WHITEHEAD,  Chairman. 

The  following  resolutions  were  presented,  and,  on  motion,  were  laid 
on  the  table,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  all  contributions  for  the  relief  of  disabled  ministers 
and  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  deceased  ministers  be  hereafter  paid 
to  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

Resolved,  That  to  prevent  the  two  funds  from  conflicdng  w-ith  each 
other,  and  to  render   the  one  auxiliary  to  the  other,  the  whole  net 
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income  of  tlie  Riistentation  Fund  shall  be  paid  aiimially  into  the  tronsmy 
of  the  Widow.s'  Fund  ;  and  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Siistentation  Fund 
shall  be  aulhorized  to  place,  from  time  to  time,  as  many  annuitants  upon 
the  Widows'  Fund,  as,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  said  fund, 
shall  be  entitled  to  its  benefit  by  the  amount  annually  paid  by  the  Sus- 
tentation  Fund. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

BOARD    OF    PUBLICATION. 

The  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received, 
read,  and  referred,  together  with  the  Treasurer's  report  accompanying 
the  same,  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  reported,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  unanimously  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  CoramiLtee  on  Publication  respectfully  present  the  following 
report : 

The  elaborate  character  of  the  first  Annual  Report  oC  the  Board  of 
Publication,  the  importance  of  its  statements,  and  of  the  work  done  and 
projected,  and  the  necessity  of  settling  principles  and  plans  upon  which 
its  whole  future  depends,  demand  the  Synod's  most  careful  consideration. 
Upon  all  these  points,  the  report  is  so  full  and  clear,  that  the  Committee 
have  Utile  to  add  either  to  its  reasonings  or  recommendations,  inasmuch 
as  the  document  is  already  printed,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members  of 
Synod,  challenging  their  scrutiny  and  asking  their  indorsement. 

From  the  date  of  its  organization,  the  Board  entered  actively  upon  the 
work  assigned  it  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  last  General  Synod.  The 
successful  prosecution  of  plans  so  enlarged  in  a  field  so  new,  where  all 
the  machinery  was  to  be  constructed  and  tried,  evinces  an  earnestness 
and  efiectiveness,  on  the  part  of  this  j^oungest  bora  of  our  system  of 
auxiliary  institutions,  which  we  trust  will  secure  the  confidence  of  the 
Synod  and  of  the  Church.  The  arrangements  made  with  the  Presby- 
terian Board  of  Publication,  exhibit  a  spirit  of  cordial  and  generous  co- 
operation, which  we  doubt  not  will  be  fully  reciprocated  throughout  our 
whole  denomination.  To  their  experience  and  valuable  suggestions,  as 
well  as  to  the  unusual  facilities  granted  by  them  for  interchange  of  pub- 
lications, and  to  the  truly  fraternal  feeling  which  has  marked  all  their 
negotiations,  this  Board  owes  its  most  practical  arrangements  and  its 
happiest  prospects.  Long  may  it  continue  a  bright  link  in  that  strong 
chain  which  so  closely  binds  these  two  ancient  branches  of  the  great 
Presbyterian  household  of  faith. 

Without  repeating  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Board  for  the  selection 
of  the  Superintendent  or  Publishing  Agent,  and  of  the  location  for  the 
Depository,  your  Committee  v.ill  only  add  that  they  seein  to  them  to  be 
entirely  justified  by  abstract  reasoning  on  the  subject,  by  the  experience 
of  similar  institutions,  and  by  the  actual  results  in  this  case,  although  it 
is  of  so  recent  date. 

The  propriety  and  advantage  of  these  arrangements  can  not  be  dis- 
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puted,  unless  upon  the  ground  of  pecuniary  expense.  The  operaUons  of 
this  Board  being  so  largely  of  a  mercantile  nature,  a  proper  business  agent 
and  a  prominent  location  are  equally  indispensable  to  its  success.  And 
•when  it  is  understood  that  the  establishment  has  paid  a7id  will  continue 
to  'pay  its  oion  expenses,  from  the  receipts  of  the  sales  room,  and  that  not  one 
cent  of  all  the  contributions  from  the  churches  has  been  orivill  be  diverted 
from  the  actual  icorTc  of  publication  for  which  they  are  given,  y«3ur  Coib- 
mittee  feel  that  the  objection  arising  from  this  source  is  entirely  dis- 
posed of. 

In  this  connection  your  Committee  report,  that  they  have  closely  ex- 
amined the  statements  of  the  Board,  respecting  "  the  mode  of  transacting 
business,"  and  their  own  opinion  coincides  with  that  of  eminent  business 
men  whom  they  have  consulted,  that  it  is  equally  cautious,  practical,  and 
efBcient,  the  result  of  long  experience  in  kindred  establishments,  and 
adapted  to  our  own  exigencies. 

The  following  resohxtions  are  therefore  recommended  to  this  Synod  for 
adoption. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  rejoice  in  the  evidences  of  active  and  en- 
larged effort  displayed  by  the  Board  of  Publication,  in  the  First  Annual 
Report  of  theij;  proceedings,  plans,  and  principles. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  the  action  of  the  Board,  in  their  appomt- 
ment  of  a  Superintendent  or  PubHshing  Agent,  and  in  their  selection  of 
a  location  for  the  Depository,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  transacting  business, 
as  stated  in  their  report. 

In  the  Publication  Department,  the  Board  reports  the  issue  of  four 
separate  works,  amounting  to  YOOO  copies,  containing  a  total  of  2,101,000 
pages.  The  most  important  of  these  is  the  German  Hymn  Book,  2000 
copies,  at  a  cost  of  825'70.69.  The  Committee  are  happy  to  observe  the 
favor  with  which  this  work  has  been  received  by  the  most  competent 
judges,  and  its  indorsement  by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication. 

The  other  works  already  issued  and  in  course  of  preparation  for  the 
press,  commend  themselves  to  the  best  consideration  of  the  Church  and 
the  Christian  public.  Attention  is  especially  called  to  those  which  illus- 
trate the  history,  biography,  and  theological  literature  of  our  own  de- 
nomination. Should  these'efForts  only  stimulate  a  deeper  research  into 
the  annals  of  our  neglected  history,  and  produce  new  memorials  of  our 
precious  institutions,  our  revered  fathers,  and  our  beloved  Zion,  it  will  be 
an  incalculable  blessing.  The  time  has  come  when  it  behooves  us  to  make 
the  most  of  our  glorious  history,  in  every  legitimate  form,  but  especially 
as  illustrative  of  those  doctrines  of  the  faith  which  we  regard  as  vital  to 
Christianity,  and  worthy  of  our  highest  devotion.  We  have  been  behmd 
our  brethren  of  other  "denominations  in  this  respect,  while  none  has  a 
richer  mine  to  work  than  we. 

With  this  view  w^e  are  most  happy  to  commend  to  the  notice  and 
liberality  of  the  churches,  and  their  members  and  friends,  the  plan  of  the 
Board  to  secure  a  theological  and  literary  library  for  editorial  uses,  and 
to  establish  a  Church  Historical  department.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Circular  of  the  Board  on  this  subject  will  receive  that  attention  which  its 
importance  demands.     We  are  making  history  every  day.     To  a  great 
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extent,  we  must  live  in  tlio  light  of  the  past.  Let  our  ministers  and 
others  then  gather  up  the  historical  and  biographical  fragments,  and 
place  them  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board,  where  they  may  be  properly 
registered  and  preserved,  and  the  whole  Church  will  reap  the  benefit. 

As  it  is  this  department  of  our  literature  that  is  most  deficient,  the 
Committee  respectfully  suggest  the  importance  of  continuing  and  enlarg- 
ing effort  in  this  direction.  Practical  religious  works  may  for  the  present 
be  mostly  supplied  from  other  sources — while  it  is  our  interest  and  duty 
to  supply  those  denominational  books  which  are  just  now  most  needed, 
and  can  well  be  furnished  with  the  means  we  have.  We  say  this  not 
in  disparagement  of  the  excellent  practical  works  of  the  Beard  already 
published,  and  which  we  trust  they  will  be  enabled  greatly  to  increase 
in  the  future.  But  there  is  a  demand  large  and  growing  in  all  parts  of 
the  Church  for  manuals,  tracts,  and  books  for  the  widest  circulation,  both 
among  our  established  congregations,  and  in  new  fields,  which  will  tell 
whence  and  what  we  are  as  a  Church,  furnish  light,  remove  pr(-judices, 
and  strengthen  our  position  among  the  evangelical  denominations  of  the 
land. 

Special  attention  is  also  called  to  the  Lectures  on  Pastoral  Theology, 
by  the  late  venerable  Professor  Cannon.  As  it  is  a  work  of  permanent 
value,  and  the  only  one  expressly  prepared  with  a  view  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  American  Churches,  it  is  ardently  to  be  hoped  that  a  suitable 
arrangement  may  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  the  plates  by  the  Board, 
from  the  liberal  proprietor,  to  whose  zeal  for  our  Church,  as  well  as 
reverence  for  the  honored  author,  we  owe  the  prompt  publication  of  this 
stately  and  standard  volume. 

The  plan  of  a  system  of  colportage  proposed  by  the  Board,  is  one  of 
the  most  important  features  of  the  report  now  under  reviev/.  Based 
upon  the  most  approved  plans  already  in  iise,  limited  by  ecclesiastical 
restraints,  which  will  prevent  its  interference  with  the  rights  and  duties 
of  the  established  ministry,  and  commended  by  the  long  experience  of 
others,  your  Committee  present  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  hereby  approve  the  plan  for  colportage 
which  is  presented  by  the  Board  of  Publication,  and  that  the  Board  be 
directed  to  carry  it  into  execution  at  as  early  a  day  as  their  means  may 
permit. 

Hcsohed,  That  the  Classes  be  directed  to  appoint  a  Standing  Com- 
mittee, to  be  called  "  Committee  on  Colportage,"  whose  business  it  shall 
be  to  seek  out  as  many  laborers  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  within  their 
bounds,  to  be  recommended  to  the  Board  for  appointment,  to  transmit 
such  recommendation,  together  with  that  of  the  piistor  of  the  church  to 
which  such  applicant  or  applicants  may  belong,  to  the  Correspuuding 
Secretary  of  the  Board  ;  to  make  arrangements  for  church  collections  for 
the  colportage  fund  of  the  Board  ;  and  to  have  a  general  supervision 
over  the  colporteurs  of  the  Board  laboring  within  their  bounds. 

Resolved,  That  this  system  of  colportage  which,  with'the  distribution 
of  our  own  publications,  includes  those  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  be 
and  hereby  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  specific  Christian  liberality 
of  all  in  our  denomination  who  desire  to  promote  the  cau?e  of  evangelical 
piety,  and  of  our  own  distinctive  theology,  history,  and  characteristics  ; 
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find  especially  to  those  who  would  benefit  the  move  distant  and  neglected 
fields,  and  at  the  same  time  aid  pious  young  men,  who  are  struggling  to 
enter  the  ministry. 

The  report  contains  iateresting  statements  respecting  a  Monthly  Paper 
proposed  to  be  published  by  the  Board,  which  shall  be  the  organ  for  all 
the  Boards,  and  contain  fall  accounts  of  all  our  operations  as  a  Church ; 
and  also  be  a  suitable  print  for  the  family  and  the  Sabbath-school.  It 
appears  that  nearly  2000  subscriptions  have  already  been  procured  for 
this  paper,  and  many  expressions  of  sentiment  favorable  to  its  establish- 
ment have  been  received  "  from  every  section  of  the  Church."  The  fact  is 
also  brought  out,  that  "  not  a  single  copy  of  the  Christian  Intelligencer 
is  taken  in  some  congregations,  and  in  many  others  but  a  few,^  while 
there  is  necessity  for  the  widest  diffusion  of  ecclesiastical  and  missionary 
intelligence  among  all  our  people."  The  editors  of  the  Christian  Intelli- 
gencer have  farther  given  their  approval,  and  promised  their  aid  in  its 
support.     In  view  of  these  facts,  we  suggest  the  following  action. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  approve  the  proposition  to  i?sue  a  monthly 
paper  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  as  made  by  the  Board  of  Publication. 

The  value  of  the  printed  Minutes  of  General  Synod  is  felt  throughout 
the  denomination,  and  as  it  has  become  difficult  to  procure  copies  of  the 
same,  we  recommend  a  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Board  respect- 
ing them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod  be  authorized  to 
deliver  to  the  Board  of  Publication  such  copies  of  the  Minutes  as  may  be 
in  the  archives,  but  not  needed  for  the  use  of  the  Synod,  and  that  the 
Board  be  directed  to  have  them  bound  in  sets  and  offered  for  sale. 

As  to  the  re-publication  of  the  Minutes  that  are  exhausted,  in  order 
to  complete  the  full-bound  sets,  your  Committee  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  the  expense  of  such  a  work  would  scarcely  be  warranted  in  the 
present  fiscal  state  of  the  Board  ;  but  we  recommend  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  they  be  empowered  to  re-publish  those  numbers  that 

are  out  of  print,  and  that  the  Board  be  directed  to  prepare  and  bind  full 

sets  of  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  and  that  the  Board  meet  the 

expense  and  have  the  profits  of  the  same. 

The  attention  of  Synod  is  called  to  the  proposition  to  publish  in  one 

volume  "  the  Book  of  the  Constitution,  etc.,  and  Digest,"  provided  it  can 

be  done  without  infrfnging  any  existing  copy-right  or  contract  with  the 

present  publisher.     Should  there  be  no  existing  contract  or  copy-right  in 

this  case,  we  offer  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  stereotype  plates  of  the  Book  of  the  Constitution,^ 

etc.,  as  at  present  published,  be  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Board  ot 

Publication,  for  the  purpose  above  specified,  and  that  they  be  directed 

to  copy-right  the  same. 

For  the  answers  to  the  inquiries  of  the  Board  on  this  subject,  your 

Committee,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod,  would  refer  them  to  the  Boai'd  of 

Direcdon  of  Corporation. 

For  the  reasons  contained  on  pages  29  and  30  of  the  Annual  Pteport, 
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we  recommend  that  Article  V.  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Board  be 
altered  so  ivs  to  read  as  follows  : 

"  For  the  iDoro  permanent  and  efficient  management  of  the  publishing 
and  fi.-cal  atfaii-s  of  the  Board,  the  necessary  steps  shall  be  taken  by  the 
Board  to  secure  an  act  of  incorporation  under  tbe  style  and  title  of '  The 
Board  of  Publication  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Cliurch  in  Xurth 
America.' " 

The  reasons  assigned  for  this  request  are  so  ■weighty,  that  we  doubt 
not  they  will  receive  the  prompt  and  favorable  respvuse  of  the  Synod,  if 
it  is  desirable  that  ihe  Board  shall  continue  its  v/ork  with  vigor  and  per- 
manency. 

A  reference  from  the  Sabbath-School  Board  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  your  Committee,  asking  the  Synod  to  define  the  qviestion  of 
publication,  raised  by  them  between  that  Board  and  the  Board  of  Publi- 
cation. Reciprocating  entirely  the  expressions  of  the  report  of  the  Sab- 
bath-School Board,  as  to  the  desirableness  of  harmonious  action  between 
these  two  agencieji  of  the  Church,  your  Committee  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  Synodical  action  in  the  premises  wiih  the  following  result : 

The  Constitution  of  the  Board  of  Publication  expressly  gives  to  them 
"  the  care  and  superintendence  of  the  publication  and  circulation  of  all 
the  religious  loorJcs  which  are  designed  for  general  diffusion  among  the 
churches  under  the  care  of  the  General  Synod." 

We  therefore  recommend  the  following : 

1.  Resoloed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Synod  that  all  the  publish- 
ing operations  of  the  Church  are  vested  in  the  Board  of  Publication. 

2.  Resolved^  That  the  following  resolution,  Vol.  Y,  p.  1*79  of  the  Min- 
utes of  General  Synod,  be  and  hereby  is  rescinded,  namely :  ^^  Resolved, 
That  the  Synod's  Board  of  Sabbath-School  Union  be  authorized  to  ste- 
reotype any  books  which  they  have  thoroughly  examined,  and  which  they 
regard  as  sound  in  doctrine,  for  which  benevolent  individuals  may  fur- 
nish tbe  means,  and  which  can  be  published  without  expense  to  the 
Board." 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  Vol.  5,  p.  394,  be  reaffirmed,  namely  : 
"  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  S.  S.  Union  have  permis- 
sion to  print  and  publish  with  the  imprimatur  of  a  special  committee, 
therefor  appointed  by  the  Board,  the  Catechisms  of  the  Church,  Bible 
Questions,  a  Spelling-Ijook  and  Primer,  and  the  expenses  to  be  defrayed 
from  their  own  funds," 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  directed  to  publish  all 
works  which  may  be  prepared  for  the  press  by  the  General  Synod's  Sab- 
bath-School Board,  and  to  place  on  the  title-page  the  fact  of  such  pre- 
paration. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  expense  of  publishing  by  the  Board  of  Publica- 
tion, the  works  designated  in  the  Resolution  of  Synod,  (see  Minutes,  Vol. 
5,  p.  394,)  namely  :  "The  Catechisms  of  the  Church,  Bible  Questions,  a 
Spelliug-Book  and  Primer,"  for  the  Sabbath-School  Board,  be  met  from 
the  treasury  of  the  Sabbath-School  Board,  and  that  they  be  directed  to 
furnish  all  these  works  to  the  Board  of  Publication,  when  needed  by  them, 
at  cost. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  expense  of  publishing  all  other  works  for  the 
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Sabbath-Scbool  Board  be  met  by  the  Board  of  ^^'f  ^f  ;«"',^P4fb,\^lf 
Depository  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  and  furnished  to  the  Sabbath- 
School  Board  at  cost. 

The  financial  department  of  the  operations  of  the  Board  exhibits  jv 
balance  of  stock  in  hand  above  all  -^^l'^-;;™^^^^^!^/,,^,;  gve  bfen 
The  total  gross  amount  of  sales  has  been  $1461.05.  iheie  h^ve  b.en 
received  11  fifty-five  churches,  $1729.63 ;  from  P^^ate  donat  ons, 
^12.  Balance  in  hand.  May  21st,  1855,  $316.89.  For  the  full  ac- 
pmints  we  refer  to  the  printed  report.  •  ^ 

"mire  the  contributi'ons  of  the  55  churches  afford  en-uragmg^x  m- 
ples  of  liberal  consideration  for  this  new  agency  of  our  Chu.ch,  the   act 
cal  so    earnest  attention  that  295  churches  have  done  no  hmg  for  this 
ca    e'     With  the  ample  report  of  their  work  for  the  first  year  spread 
ove    the  denomination,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  henceforth  this  Board  will 
recivethTtTnT  eased  ^id  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  sustain  its  pre- 
nt  a^  1  extend  its  future  operations.     It  is  a  good  -^  §-^^7^' ^J 
covers  a  field  lono-  neglected,  and  yet  fertile  of  large  i«uUs.     It  appeals 
oou  beSaVcest^ral  i^elings:  to  our  historical  posiuona^^^^^^^^ 
..nrl  T^nrPst  Churches  of  the  Reformation,  to  our  devotion  to  the  <-liviicn 
:  taS'o,^,  aTd  to  ou.  love  of  th.  t.utbs  of  *»' P-'^^f fP^  ^e 
«e,  with  others,  hold  iu  trust  ^^  »  P^^lf  .,7,^^^^^^^^ 
as  well  as  a  busmess  aspect.     We  i  epeat  it,  "  "■■  « W  >■«    ^  ' 

ESrS:f;r.5aS:^ri^l^trr^t^ 

herilao-e''    Tiie  annexed  resolutions  are  therefore  respectfully  presented. 

Besolved,  That  ^iis  Synod  recommend  to  ^^l  ^^^  f -f/^^^ i';3|;j,7of 

r^r.  t^  t^l'P  im  a  sfated  annual  contribution  m  behalt  ot  the  boaia  or 

TS2fTLi:^rLi  Dutch  Church,  and  that  the  pastors  he 

■■^£trTfrtttZtr:ftSe';:riadivid„a,s  he  hereby  ea. 
„..llv  invited  as  a  means  of  great  Christian  usefulness,  to  the  consecration 
^f1,,™M„no  their  funds  for  the  purpose  of  stereotyping  and  perpetu- 
:Lg'suchrorkfas  may  be  needeS  fo'r  general  circulation  through  this 

Board.  .  ,    , . 

Tn  ronclusion  your  Committee  desire  to  express  the  gratitude  ot  this 
Svnod  to  the  '  reat  Head  of  the  Church  for  his  blessing  upon  this  the 
Slle  t  otou^affi  i  ted  institutions.    It  completes  the  circle  of  her  gi.at 

r    "  rii'dpl^'of'Snlfhehest  care  of  o"-™  ^ear  Kiine  it  c^ua,  y 

*.    /i,o  ™..lf.!VP  of  the  whole  community.    Let  it,  tnen,  ue  tueu.uc^x 

Ttrtsor^ta  wailhcartod  Church,  anl  by  the  blessing  of  our  gra- 
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cious  Lord,  its  influences  shall  distil  as  the  dew,  and  come  down  like 
showers.  With  its  holy  sisterhood  of  agencies,  it  will  hasten  the  spread 
of  our  Church  wherever  God  opens  a  door  before  us,  and  thus  prove 
what  we  profess,  that  our  purposes  are  wider  than  any  denomination,  and 
our  object  no  lower  than  the  glory  of  God,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord  and  Saviour. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  WILLIAM  J.  R.  TAYLOR,  Ch'n. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported.  Synod  proceeded  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Publication,  whose  term  of  service 
had  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following 
were  chosen,  namely  :  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D., 
Gustavus  Abeel,  D.D.,  William  J.  R.  Taylor,  Samuel  M.  Woodbridge, 
and  Messrs.  Jeromus  J.  Johnson,  John  H.  Brower,  and  Theodorus  J, 
Polhemus,  Jr. 


ARTICLE  XXL 

PARTICULARIA. 

Whereas,  the  tidings  have  reached  us  that  it  has  pleased  God  to  re- 
move from  among  us  the  spirit  of  our  beloved  friend  and  father,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Brodhead, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  Synod  with  regard  to  this  solemn  dispensation 
of  Providence,  and  of  the  deep  and  affectionate  respect  they  entertain 
for  his  memory. 

The  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  Cornelius  Van  Cleef,  and  the  Elder 
Abraham  Van  Nest  were  appointed  the  Committee  contemplated  in  the 
above  resolution. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  the  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  in  reference  to  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  : 

The  Synod  have  heard  with  profound  emotion  that  our  beloved  and 
venerated  father,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Brodhead,  D.D.,  has  ceased  from  his 
labors  and  entered  into  rest.     Therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  humbly  recognize  the  hand  of  a  faithful  God  in 
this  solemn  dispensation,  and  bow  submissively  to  the  will  of  Him  v.'ho 
gave  and  hath  taken  away. 

Resolved,  That  we  declare  our  devout  thankfulness  for  the  blessings 
vouchsafed  to  the  Church  in  the  devoted  and  most  faithful  ministry  of  His 
emment  servant,  who  during  so  long  a  period  has  filled  a  foremost  place 
in  the  duties  of  the  sacred  office,  and  has  now  been  taken  up  like  a 
shock  of  corn  fully  ripe. 

22 
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Resolved,  That  we  record  our  testimony  to  ^l^e  many  Cliristian  virtues 
which  by  the  grace  of  the  Spirit  adorned  ks  private  as  well  as  public 
life,  and  now  embalm  his  precious  memory. 

Resolvecl  That  we  offer  our  prayers  through  the  Head  of  the  Church 
forltretgth  to  follow  his  godly  example,  and  that  our  present  bereave- 
ment may  be  sanctified  to  our  eternal  profit.  l.,or...n5„t 

Besolved  That  a  deputation  of  six  mimsters  and  six  elders  be  appomt- 
edlo  attend  Ihe  funerll  in  New-York,  and  that  they  procure  the  readmg 
of  these  resolutions  in  the  course  of  the  exercises  on  that  occasion 

Besolved  That  a  copy  of  this  minute,  attested  by  the  officei.  ot  the 
Syfod  be  sent  to  the  family  of  our  departed  friend,  with  the  assurance  of 
our  respectful  and  tender  sympathy  in  their  great  sorrow. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  ^^^^^^  ^  beTHUNB. 

The  followino-  persons  were  appointed  the  Committee  contemplated  in 
the  above  resolution,  namely  :  Kev.  George  W.  Bethune  Abrabam  Pol- 
hemus,  Lawrence  H.  Van  Dyke,  David  D.  Demarest,*  Edward  P.  Stimp- 
son,  and  William  W.  Halloway ;  and  the  Elders  Abraham  Van  Nest 
Rowsee  Peyton,  Jacob  Brinkerhoff,  George  P.  Frost,  John  Reed,  and 

John  P.  Luyster.  ^    ,      r.       T?r      Vot, 

The  communication  containing  the  bequest  of  the  Rev.  Elias  van 

Benscboten  was  read. 

Besolved,  That  the  several  Boards  of  the  Church  be  requested  to  hold 
their  meetings  on  such  days  of  the  week  as  will  give  all  the  mernbers^  an 
opportunity  to  attend ;  giving,  when  practicable,  at  least  one  week  s  noace 
tlirou<^h  tbe  Christian  Intelligencer. 

ThI  Rev.  Dr.  Davidson,  the  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
having  placed  the  pulpit  of  that  church  at  the  disposal  of  the  Synod 
next  Sabbath,  and  requests  having  been  presented  fi-om  the  pastors  o 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches,  and  of  the  Baptis  f^^'^^  ^^^^ 
city,  that  the  Synod  would  provide  supplies  for  their  pulpits  on  the  Sab- 
bath, it  was 

Besolved,  That  the  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  David  D.  ^^^^^^'^^^^^ 
the  Elder  James  Garretson  be  a  Committee  to  appoint  persons  to  pieach 
in  the  above-named  pulpits  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted. 
i2esoZ..c7.  That  this  Synod  thankfully  accept  the  courteous  invitation 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  New-Brunswick,  tendering 
the  use  of  their  room  and  Library  to  the  members  of  the  Synod. 

It  appearing  that  at  the  recent  special  meeting  of  the  Particular  Synod 

~*The  Eev.  George  H.  Fisher  was  appointed  in  the  place  ^^  ^^  ^^/^f ;^^^^^^^^ 
marest,  who  foundit  inconvenient  for  him  to  attend,  and  requested  to  be  excused 
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of  New-York,  they  received  the  Classis  of  Wisconsin,  but  omitted  to  ap- 
point delegates  therefrom  to  this  Synod,  and  a  certified  copy  of  the  act 
of  the  said  Classis  nominating  delegates  having  been  presented,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Elder  Garrit  Brand,  one  of  the  persons  thus  appoint- 
ed, now  present,  be  enrolled  as  a  member  of  this  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  General  Synod,  direct- 
ing the  several  Boards  of  the  Church  to  present  printed  annual  reports, 
be  rescinded. 

Synod  having  heard  with  regret  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Strong,  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  the  Synod,  had  been  suddenly  taken  ill,  and  therefore  unable 
to  return  at  present  to  his  duties,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  Thos.  C.  Strong  be  requested  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  Stated  Clerk  during  the  remainder  of  this  session,  or  to  assist 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Strong  in  those  duties,  should  he  return  to  the  Synod. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Mr.  John  Clark,  Principal  of  the  New- 
Brunswick  Public  School,  to  visit  said  school. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  will  take  pleasure  in  accepting  the  above 
invitation  on  Thursday  afternoon,  at  2  o'clock. 

A  delegation  from  a  State  Temperance  Convention  now  in  session  in 
New-Brunswick,  appeared  in  Synod,  and  invited  them  to  attend  said  con- 
vention for  the  purpose  of  hearing  an  address  to  be  delivered  before  them 
by  the  Hon.  President  Frelinghuysen,  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  while  this  Synod  sympathize  in  the  objects  of  the  Tem- 
perance Society,  and  wish  it  all  success,  the  urgency  of  its  business  forbids 
the  pleasure  of  accepting  its  invitation. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  deputation  of  this  Synod  to  the 
funeral  of  the  late  Dr.  Broadhead  be  paid. 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Compton,  John  Dubois,  and  Elder  Jacob  Brinker- 
hoff  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Canvass,  to  whom  the  ballots  cast 
for  filling  vacancies  in  the  several  Boards  of  the  Synod,  for  Correspond- 
ing Delegates,  and  for  persons  to  preach  the  missionary  sermons,  were 
committed,  who  reported  the  result  of  the  election. 

Whereas,  the  business  of  this  Synod  has  so  greatly  increased  as  to  ren- 
der the  duties  of  the  Stated  Clerk  exceedingly  oppressive, 

Resolved,  That  a  new  officer  be  elected,  to  be  called  the  Permanent 
Clerk,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  assist  the  Stated  Clerk,  and  that  the 
division  of  labor  be  arranged  between  the  two  officers ;  and  that  his 
necessary  expenses,  when  in  attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  General 
Synod,  be  paid. 

The  Rev.  Thos.  C.  Strong  was  elected  such  Permanent  Clerk. 
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Resolved,  That  our  Churches  be  earnestly  recommended  to  observe  the 
last  Thursday  of  February  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  youth  of  our  country, 
especially  entreating  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  to  prepare  many  to  engage 
in  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

ARTICLE  XXIL 

BENEVOLENT     AND     RELIGIOUS     INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Adamson,  D.D.,  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  lately 
from  Cape  Town,  in  South- Africa,  being  present,  addressed  the  Synod  by 
their  request,  on  the  third  day  of  the  session,  in  relation  to  the  state  and 
prospects  of  the  Church  in  Southern  Africa. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Adamson  for  his  interesting  address. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  also  express  their  sympathy  and  interest  in 
the  desicrn  of  Rev.  Dr.  Adamson  to  establish  an  institution  for  the  edu- 
cation of  promising  free  young  men  of  color  in  this  country,  for  ministe- 
rial and  missionary  service  among  their  own  race  both  at  home  and 

abroad.  ,    •    j    • 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  express  to  Rev.  Dr.  Adamson  their  desire 
that  he  would  deliver  a  discourse  on  Southern  Africa,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  in  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
and  that  the  Clerks  of  Synod  give  notice  accordingly  in  the  churches  in 
this  city  supplied  by  the  ministers  of  this  Synod. 

Several  copies  of  the  last  annual  report  of  the  A.B.C.F.M.,  and  of  ser- 
mons which  have  been  delivered  at  different  times  upon  the  subject  of 
Foreign  Missions,  were  received,  and  distributed  among  the  members  oi 

Rev.  George  W.  Wood,  D.D.,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  A  B.C.F.M., 
addressed  the  Synod  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session,  in  relation  to  the 
operations  of  the  American  Board,  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  returned  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Wood  for  the  interesting  address  which  he  has  delivered. 

Rev.  Alexander  McClure,  D.D.,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American 
and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  addressed  the  Synod  on  the  seventh  day 
of  the  session  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  this  Society,  whereupon  v 
was 

1  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to  Rev.  Dr. 
McClure  for  his  exposition  of  the  objects  of  the  American  and  Foreign 
Christian  Union,  and  of  the  progress  of  Protestantism  in  Papal  countries. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod,  recognizing  with  deep  interest 
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the  signs  of  the  times,  which  indicate  that  we  may  be  near  the  dawn  of 
another  great  Protestant  Reformation  in  the  Papal  countries  of  the  Old 
World,  and  of  South- America,  and  among  the  Romanists  of  this  country, 
do  hereby  recommend  that  the  churches  under  our  care  continue  their  firm 
and  efficient  support  to  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union, 
whose  whole  effort  is  devoted  to  the  spread  of  Protestant  Christianity  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Colonization  Society  be  commended  to 
the  cordial  sympathy  and  prayers  of  our  churches,  and  that  they  be  re- 
quested to  take  up  collections  in  its  behalf  on  the  Sabbath  nearest  the 
4th  of  July. 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 

PASTORAL      LETTER. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

SYNODICAL     ARCHIVES. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted, 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  respectfully  report  that  the  following  bills 
have  been  referred  to  them,  namely :  A  bill  from  John  A.  Gray  for 
printing  500  circulars  for  the  Committee  on  the  Chnrch-Building  Fund, 
for  distribution  among  the  several  consistories,  amounting  to  $9.25  ;  post- 
age on  the  same,  84.75 — total  sum  $14  ;  accompanied  with  a  receipt  of 
payment  in  full  by  T.  W.  Chambers,  D.D.,  which  your  Committee  re- 
commend to  be  refunded.  A  bill  from  Rev.  A.  Elmendorf,  for  tele- 
<yraphic  dispatch  ordered  by  General  Synod,  24  cents.  A  bill  for  print- 
fng  200  slips  of  nominations,  83.50.  A  bill  for  printing  150  copies  of 
the  Form  of  Administering  the  Lord's  Supper,  $5.20.  The  doorkeeper's 
bill  for  services,  stationery,  etc.,  amounting  to  825.49 — all  which  tliey  re- 
commend to  be  paid. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  J.  C.  SEARS. 

ARTICLE  XXVL 

RESUMPIION     AND     CLOSE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  1500  copies  of  the  Minutes 
of  this  Synod  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  distribute  among  the 
Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 
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Resoloed,  Tkat  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  General  Synod  he  presented 
to  the  famihes  in  New-Brunswick  for  the  very  handsome  and  generous 
hospitahty  which  they  have  extended  to  its  members  during  its  sessions. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  rendered  to  the  pastor  and 
consistory  of  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  New-Brunswick  for 
the  use  of  their  building  for  the  meetings  of  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  presented  to  the  pastor 
and  consistory  of  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  New-Brunswick 
for  the  use  of  their  building  during  its  sessions. 

ResolvM,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  presented  to  the  various 
associations  and  societies  who  have  honored  this  Synod  with  invitation^^ 
to  attend  their  meetings,  and  to  the  free  use  of  their  rooms  during  oui 
sessions. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  Synod,  the  roll  was  called  at  the  close 
of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Peter  S.  Talmage,  John  B. 
Shaw,  and  Frederic  F.  Cornell ;  and  the  Elders,  Nathaniel  Nostrand  and 
Cornelius  B.  Doremus  were  absent  without  permission. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE  XXVII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  stated  session  of  the  General  Synod  be  held  in 
the  city  of  Utica,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  A.D.  1856,  at  10 
o'clock  A.M. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, 
on  La  Fayette  Place,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of 
October  next,  at  10  o'clock  A.M.,  and  was  closed  with  prayer  and  pro- 
nouncing the  apostolic  benediction  by  the  President. 

EANSFORD  WELLS,  President. 
JOHN  C.  F.  HOES,  Adsessor._ 
JOHN  STEELE,  )'     .   , 

POLHBMUS  vIn  WTCK,  \  Oierks  pro  tem . 

THOS.  C.  STRONG,  Permanent  Cleric. 
OflBcial  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

THOS.  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 


